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Baroda Cantonment to prepare an assessment list in the terms of 
section 72 of 2442. 

Functions of the Assessment Committee appointed by the Cantonment 
authority under section 68 (3) of . 2443. 


ACT XXX OF 1923- 

Question re number of marriages registered under . 2422. 

ADDRESS— 

of H. E. the Viceroy to. Members of the Legislative Assembly. 

43-49. 
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ADJOURNMENT— 

Motion for to call attention to the decision of the Government of 
India, not to publish the Report of the Indian Deputation to Fiji. 
400-03. 

Motion for to discuss the action of the Government of India in. 

agreeing to contribute a contingent including Indian troops to take- 
part in the military operations in China. 51-55, 76. 

Motion for to discuss the conduct of the Government in preventing 
Mr. Hatyandra Chandra Mitra, an elected Member of the Assembly, 
from attending to his duties as a Member of the Legislative- 
Assembly. 16, 18-40. 

Motion for to discuss the situation created by the decision of the 

Government in putting off the consideration of the Indian Currency 
Bill till after the disposal of the Railway Budget and till after the 
presentation of the General Budget. 544-46, 587-608. 

Motion for to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur 

Railway. 974-78, 1007-34. 

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE— 

Budget Demands for 2318. 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS— 

Question re classification of and ministerial officers of the Postal 

Department. 2428-29, 2445-46. 

ADVER TI SEMENT8— 

Question re expenditure on relating to railway timings.^ 1479. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE(S)- 

Question rc — 

Appointment of an on the Bengal Nagptir Railway. 878-79. 

Names of the members of the of the’ North Western and East 

Indian Railways. 1481. 

Nomination of members of for State and other Railways. 160. 

Representation of the Passengers and Traffic Relief Association, 

Bombay, on the of the Great Indian Peninsula and Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railways. 2455. 

AERODROMES— 

Question re contributions to the maintenance of at Bushire, Bunder 

Abbas and Charbar. 1305-06. 

AEROPLANE CLUBS- 

Question re starting of light in India, etc. 1503. 

AERO-PHOTOGR APR Y— 

Question re use of for purposes of surveys. 2254. 

AGENTS- 

Question re appointed in other countries under section. 7 of the 

Indian Emigration Act, 1922. 1038. 

AGENT, GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY— 

Question re appointment of Mr. T. G. Russell as permanent . 2045. 
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AGENT, NORTH.WE8TEEN RAILWAY— 

Question re increase in the number of 8ikhs employed in the offices of 
the and the Chief Auditor, North-Western Railway. 964. 

AGENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA- 

Question re appointment of a permanent in Fiji. 379. 

AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL— 

Question . appointment of an in South Africa. 2163. 

AGRA CANTONMENT-- 

Question rc new taxes in . 2247-48. 

AGREEMENT(S)— 

Question re with einplovocs of the Oudh and Rohilkhaud Railway to 

serve within the jurisdiction of that Railway. 2052. 

Statement Laid on the tabic regardinp^ the between the United. 

Kingdom and Estonia re tonnage measurement of Merchant Ships, . 
together with Notes exchanged, w’hich affects India. 55, 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES— 

Question re and schools. 2420. 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS- 
Question rc — 

. 2520, 2521. 

Discount allowed to Government on the purchase of manufactured’ 

by British firms. 2521. 

Issue of instructions to the Punjab Government regarding the use of 
ploughs and manufactured by British firms. 2520. 

AGRICULTURAL INCOME— 

Question rc abolition of the existing exemption of from liability to 

income-tax. 2336. 

AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS- 

Question re cagricultural colleges and . 2420. 

AGRICULTURE- 

Budget Demand for 2320. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ’L 632. 

Question re — 

Contributions by the Impeiual Government to the Provincial Govern- 
ments for the improvement of and Industries. 873. 

Cost to Indian Exchequer of Royal Commission on . 276-77. 

Expenditure on the Royal Commission on . 2767-71. 

Royal Commission on to visit Sind. 205. 

AGRICULTURE, ROYAL COMMISSION ON— 

See under “ Royal Commission on Agriculture. 

AGRICULTURISTS- 

Question re critical condition of in certain parts of the Central Pro- 

vinces, Bombay and Madras. 712-14. 
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.AGROR GOVERNMENT FORESTS— 

Question re acquisition of land in the in the Hazara District. 

2041<42. 

AHMED, Mr. K.— 

Currency Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1766, 1770. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1840, 1842, 1864, 1872, 1889, 2124, 2125, 
2126, 2136. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2467, 2468. 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2507, 2525, 2526, 2527, 2531, 2534, 2533, 
2540, 2549, 2550. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1580, 1581, 1583, 1599, 1618, 
1630, 1675, 1676, 1692, 1695, 1697. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2682. 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2925. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Customs ” (Export duty on 
Jute). 1996-97. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Executive Council (Atti- 
tude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1926, 
1931, 1950, 1952, 1953, 1971. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Salt.^\ (Desirability of 
increasing the consumption of salt in India and of making India self- 
supporting in the matter of salt.). 2188. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘ Salt (Manufacture of 
salt on the Orissa coast), 2191. 

Oath of office. 3, 

Question rc riot in the district of Backergunj in Bengal. 1655-58. 
Question (Supplemciitary) rc — 

Allegations against the Accountant General; Central Revenues. 2862. 
Appointment of the Royal Commission on Reforms. 2046. 

Conferment of honorary powers on private individuals in the North- 
West Frontier Province. 2403-04. 

Conventions and Recomincndations relating to seamen adopted by the 
9th Session of the International Labour Conference. 2175. 

Damage done by Brahmani bulls. 2241. 

Expenditure on the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 2769, 2770. 
Inaccuracies in the electoral roll of the Constituencies of the Legis- 
lative Assembly iii Bengal, 2104. 

Increase in losses of parcel bags and insured articles during the regime 
of Mr. C. D. Rae, Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta. 2408, 2409. 
Indian delegates to the International Labour Conference. 1475, 1476. 
Loss on the working of the Assam Bengal Railway. 2760. 

Memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra, a Political detenu. 2858. 

New buildings for the office of the High Commissioner for India in 
London. 2773. i 

Opening of a Dead Letter Office at Patna. 1577. 

'Opening of post offices at Lawalung, Bharkatta and other important 
places in the Hazaribagh District. 1910-11. 

'Provision of electric fans in third class carriages on State Railways. 
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AHMED, Mr. K. — contd. 

Question (Supplementary) re-^eontd. 

Reduction of the postal rates. 1834. 

Religious ministrations to Indian sepoys. 2616. 

Replies to questions relating to the Railway Department. 2436>37. 
Resolution regarding the release of Sardar Kharak Singh. 2421. 

Sale of quinine by the Post Office. 1898. 

Season Post Office at Milam. 170. 

Steamers chartered for the despatch of troops to China. 2108. 

Unused return tickets of Haj pilgrims. 1908-09. 

Visitors^ rooms in the Council House, New Delhi, and the Assembly 
Chamber, Simla. 2331. 

Want of postmen in the sub-post offices in villages. 1821, 1822. 

Watch and Ward Department for State Railways. 2048. 

Statement regarding Bengal detenus. 2464. 

AHMED MIAN CHOWDHURY, Mr. S.~ 

Question re supersession of Messrs. Abu. Imam Fazlur Rahim and' 

, postal officials for promotion to the grade of Rs. 350-650. 2414- 

15. 

AIR FORCE- 

Question re expenditure on the Royal in India. 1381*83. 

AIR LINER— 

Question re mail and passenger rates by . 342. 

AIR MAIL ROUTES- 

Question re difference between and P. O. Mail routes. 341. 

AIR MAIL SERVICE- 

Questioii re opening of . 328. 

AIR SCHEME- 

Question re employment of trained Indian airmen in connection with the' 
Imperial . 1306-07. 

AIR SERVICES— 

Question re inauguration of internal . 1307. 

AIRMEN- 

Question re expenditure of trained Indian in connection with the: 

Imperial Air Scheme. 1306-07. 

AITCHISON COLLEGE— 

Question re reduction of the grant to the . 2037. 

AIYANGAE, Me. C. DURAISWAMY— 

Amendment of Standing Orders 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3(5. 

Appointment of as a member of the Committee on Public Petitions. 

1579. 

Budget Demand for “ Inspection ” (Railways). 1374-77, 1379. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Section 80)- 
Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 
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AIYANGAIl, Mh. C. DUKAlSWAMY—ro/^^r/. 

Currency Bill- 

Consideration of clause 2 . 2375-84. 

Demand for Supplemental y Grant in respect of “ Aviation 1546- 
1550. 

Demand for Supiilementarv Grant in respect of “ Staff, Household and 
Allowances of the Governor General/’ 629-30. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1582, 1593, 1631-36. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1155-59. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2565-66. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2567-70, 2580, 25b 1. 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2595-99, 2606, 2621, 2626. 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2687, 2700. 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State 
‘ 2928, 2930-33, 2940. 

Indian Forest Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 2884. 

Motion to refer to Select C/ommittee. 2Hb4-b5. 

Constitution of the Select Committee. 2897. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Article 182 of 
Schedule I)- 

Motion to consider. 535-38. 

Consideration of clauses. 540-41 . 

Indian Kegistration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 366. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 818-19. 

Motion to circulate. 823-25. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 827-28. 

Madras Salt (Amendment) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2877-79, 2882. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Customs ” (Invidious dis- 
tinctions between provinces in the scales of pay of clerks). 1988-91. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department ” (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and iiiadeiiuate pensions to retired subordinates). 2024-25, 
2057. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board (Form of 
Budget and Statistics). 1281-82. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board (Reduction 
of freight on petrol). 1372. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Salt.’\ (Desirability of 
increasing the consumption of salt in India and of making India self- 
supporting in the matter of salt). 2186-89. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Working Expenses : Adminis- 
tration (Railways) (Inconveniences suffered by the travelling 
public). 1428-29. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Working Expenses: Adminis- 
tration ” (Railways) (Supervision and the charges claimed under that 
head). 1399-1403. 

Oath of Office. 327. 
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AIYANGAR, Mr. C. DURAISWAMY-co«<«/. 

Question re— 

Abolition of the poll-tax in Fiji. 874. 

Abuse of opium. 941-42. 

Action taken by Government on liesolutions of last Assembly. 430-32. 
Action taken on Retrenchment Committee’s recommendations. 433. 
Action on token or censure cuts in Budgets in 1924, 1925 and 1926. 435. 
Appointment of Council Secretaries. 433. 

Appointment of an Indian to Railway Board. 434. 

Consumption of Indian and Foreign Coal on railways. 436. 

Consumption of opium in India. 436. 

Contributions of India, Great Britain, Australia, Canada and South 
Africa, to the League of Nations. 942-43. 

Cost of the Indian deputation to Fiji. 875. 

Establishment in India of an Information Oftice of the League of 
Nations. 945. 

Experimental post office in the village of Bhattuvaripalli in the dis- 
trict of North Arcot. 744. 

Government proposals re. Tanjore District Board Railway. 430. 
Imperial Dairy Expert in Bangalore. 872. 

Improved platform for Gudur Junction station. 429-30. 

Indian Christians in Ecclesiastical Department. 4.33. 

Indian population in Fiji. 874. 

Indian Station Masters’ quarters. 436-37. 

Intermediate class accommodation on all trains on the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway. 441. 

.Late publication of Indian Stamp (Amendment) Act of 1923. 438. 

Number of European and Indian Members of the Fiji Legislative 
Council. 874. 

Number of Indians employed in the secretariat of the League of 
Nations and the International Labour Office. 943-45. 

Position of Indians in Fiji. 874. 

Provident Fund system for non -gazetted officers. 437. 

Railway communication to Badri Narayan. 434, 

Reduction of passenger fares on railways. 438-40. 

Release of political prisoners. 429. 

Rule re motion of no confidence in Provincial Ministers. 434-35, 
Status of Indians in Fiji. 874-75. 

Total expenditure on Government buildings in New Delhi. 789-90. 
Wider publication of Acts and Bills. 437-38. 

'Question (Supplementary) re— 

Appointment of members of the Legislative Assembly to the Advisory 
Committee on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 879. 

Imperial Dairy Expert in Bangalore. 872. 

Participation of 36 clerks of the Postal Department, Rawalpindi, in an 
election campaign of a particular candidate for the Legislatlive 
Assembly. 2246. 

Resolution regarding "the release of Sardar Kharak Singh. 2421. 
Selection of Indian delegates to the International Economic Con- 
ference. 2107. 

Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 565. 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2745, 2802, 2809-13. 
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AIYANGAB, Mr. C. DURAISWAMY-concW. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 834. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 1111-1113. 

AJMER--- 

Question re — 

Construction of a railway from to Kotah Junction: 2417. 

Employment of apprentices in the Central Workshops, . 2419. 

Manufacture of wagons and locomotives in the Bombay, Baroda and 

Central India Railway workshop at . 1490-91. 

Opening of a narrow gauge railway from to Pushkar. 2418. 

Second mastership in the Government Moinia Islamia High School,. 
. 2686. 

^ Through first and second class bogie between and Jodhpur for 

convenience of passengers. 301. 

AJMER^MERWARA— 

Budget Demand for 2324. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ** 639. 

Question re — 

Appointments in the Education Service on Rs. 100 and over^ 

2586. 

Educational qualifications of Lala Bhim Sen, second clerk in the ofl5ce 

of the Superintendent of Education, Delhi and . 2786. 

Employment of the people of in the Provincial Service of the 

Governor’s Provinces. 2417. 

Establishment of a representative committee to manage municipal 
affairs in Pushkar, . 2418, 

Inaccuracies in the electoral roll of the constituency of the 

Legislative Assembly. 2103-04. 

Introduction of a time scale of pay in the Anglo-Vernacular and High 
Schools of . 2418-19. 

Nomination of members of the Municipal Committee of Beawar in 
. 2513. 

Number and grades of schools for Europeans in and Rajputana. 

2104. 

Registrar, Co-operative Societies . 2419. 

Time Scale of pay for teachers of Anglo-Vernacular Schoola in . 

2103. * 

AKALI PRISONERS— 

Question re number of . 161. i 

AKRAM HUSSAIN BAHADUR, Prince A. M. M.— 

Oath of Office. 5. 

AKYAB- 

Question re connection of with the main railway line in Burma. 

2685 


ALARM CHAINS— 

Question re running of trains without on the iGreat Indian Penin 

sula Railway. 2456. 
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ALIGARH- - 
Question re — 

Audit of the annual accounts and balance sheet of the Muslim Uni- 
versity at . 968-69. 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims in the clerical service in the 

Government of India Press, . 2170-71. 

Opening of a telegraph training class at the Muslim University, . 

1304. 

Revision of constitution of the Muslim University at . 968. 

Visiting Board of the Muslim University at . 969. 

ALIQNMENT- 

Question re new of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, between 

Khandala and Karjat. 1520. 

ALIPORE— 

Question re increments of postmen of the head offices at Howrah and 
. 1820. 

ALL-INDIA POSTAL AND RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE UNION— 
Question re transfer of Mr. N. Ramachandra, Honorary Secretary of 

the Coimbatore Branch of the , from Coimbatore West to 

Gudalur. 729. 

ALL-INDIA SERVICES- 

Question re reservation of appointments for members of the m the 

Transferred Departments. 2457. 

ALL-INDIA TELEGRAPHISTS’ UNION- 

Question re resolutions passed recently by the . 164. 

ALLAHABAD- 

Question re judgments of the High Courts of Calcutta and Madras 

regarding Brahmani Bulls. 2241. 

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT- 
See under ^^High Court(s).” 

ALLISON, Mr. F. W.— 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of sections 20 and 
21 )- 

Motion to omit clause 2. 324. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 828-29. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Resolution re — 

Release of the 'Bengal detenus. 482-84. 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2797-2800, 2801, 2816. 

-ALLOWANCE(S)- 

Question re — 

of officers of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway transferred to 

Calcutta. 2050. 

of political detenus, 512-13. 
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ALWWATSlCE(S)-contd. 

Question re — contd. 

paid to the Secretary of the late Staff Selection Board. 2863. 

to postmen for additional work in connection with the foreigni 

mails. 1820. 

to telegraph peons during sickness. 1128. 

Amount of conveyance paid to Inspectors of Post Offices in 

Madras, Bombay and Calcutta. 2849-50. 

Charge drawn by upper division men holding charge of a 

Routine Section or Issue Branch in the Government of India 
Secretariat. 2519. 

Cycle of telegraph peons. 1124. 

Duty of Personal Assistants to Postmasters General. 527-28. 

(Grant of additional to the clerical staff of the office of the Com- 

mercial Manager, East Indian Railway. 2050. 

Grant of for work on Sundays and holidays to the clerical staff 

of the office of the Deputy Mechanical Engineer, Jamalpur. 1830. 

Grant of to postal clerks for posting interest in the Savings. 

Bank ledgers. 720-21. 

Grant of compensatory to selection grade postal officials at 

Poona. 15. 

Grant of compensatory house rent to the clerks of the Posts and 

Telegraphs Department. 1643-44 

Grant of house rent and Secretariat rates of pay to the minis- 

terial establishments at Army Headquarters. 2515. 

Grant of house rent to postal employees in the Madras Presi- 

dency. 2516-17. 

Grant of local to postal employees in Assam. 2413. 

Grant of out-station to employees of the Railway Mail Service. 

2519. 

Grant of overtime for work in connection with the disposal of 

the inward foreign parcel mail in the Calcutta General Post Office. 
2408. 

Grant of overtime to Mr. R. H. Leggo for work in connection 

with the disposal of the inward foreign letter mail. 2413. 

Grant of three days' to the outdoor staff attending the ^'At 

Home" to Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan, Assistant Audit Officer, North- 
Western Railw'ay. 2906-07. 

Provision of quarters or grant of a house in lieu thereof to 

Indian guards of the East Indian Railway. 714-15. 

Racial discrimination in Leave and in the Bombay, Baroda and 

Central India Railway. 300-01. 

Reduction of the per message paid to telegraph peons. 1124-25. 

Retention of his usual in thr General Scale by a telegraphist 

deputed for training as a wireless operator. 1651. 

Scale of pay and of the staff of the East Indian Railway trans- 

ferred to the North-Western Railway. 736. 

Travelling of clerks drawing salaries of Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 in 

the Income-tax offices in the United Provinces. 2855 

Travelling of overseas in the postal service. 1822. 

Withdrawal of the personal (deputation) of accountants and" 

clerks of the office of the Field Controller of Military Accounts, 
Poona. 1512-13. 
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AMENDMENT OF STANDING OBDERS— 

See under ^^Standing Orders/’ 

AMERICA— 

Question re — 

Grant of permission to Dr. Sudhindra Bose to return to India from 
. 2244. 

Method adopted by railway companies in showing expenditure 

distributed between passenger and goods working. 147-48. 

AMERICA, UNITED STATES OF- 
Question re — 

Admission of the — - — to the permanent court of International Justice 
at the Hague. 1575-76, 

Exclusion of Indian Seamen from the under the new American 

Immigration Bill. 1041. 

Naturalization of Indians in the . 509. 

Trial and conviction of Dr. Tarak Nath Das in the . 161-62. 

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION BILL- 

Question re exclusion of Indian Seamen from the United States of 
America under the new . 1041. 

AMERICAN WAGONS- 

Question re purchase by the Government of India about the time of 
the Armistice of destined for Russia. 792. 

AMRITSAR— 

Question re articles in the Muslim Outlook regarding the pitiable con- 
dition of Mr. Salaman, a native of , now resident in Auckland, 

New Zealand. 2594, 2845. 

ANDAMANS- 
Question re — 

settlement and the colonisation of the Moplahs. 282-84. 

Policy of colonisation of the by Moplahs. 194-95. 

Settlement of Moplah women and children in the . 706. 

ANDAMANS AND NICOBAR ISLANDS— 

Budget Demand for 2324. 

Demand for Supplementary iGrant in respect of 639. 

ANDAMANS SETTLEMENT— 

See under 'Andamans.” 

ANEY, Mr. M. S.- 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of 'Audit” (Railways). 
2827, 2828. ^ 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 65. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2602-06. 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State 
2929-30. 

0 2 . 
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ANEY, Mr. M. 8,-contd. 

Indian Forest Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2886-91, 2895, 2896. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 314-16. 

Constitution of the Select Committee. 533. 

Motion for adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1026. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^^Army Department” (Report 
of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee : University Train- 
ing Corps) 2212, 2213. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Ad- 
ministration” (Railways) (Over-employment of Europeans lin new 
posts created and vacancies filled). 1431-33. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses : Ad- 
ministration” (Railways) (Supervision and the charges claimed under 
that head). 1394-95, 1395. 

Oath of Office. 15. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the office of the Sadar Kanungo in Manpur Pargana. 
2040. 

Acquisition of land in. the Agror Govt. Forests in the Hazara District. 
2041-42, 2042-43. 

Action taken against officials in connection with lands transferred to 
them from Bhil cultivators in the Manpur Pargana. 2040. 

Action taken on recommendations made by Advisory Committees of 
Railways. 877-78. 

Agency held by Messrs. W. W. Howard, Brothers, London, for the 
sale of Indian timber in Europe. 2037-38. 

Agents appointed in other countries under section 7 of the Indian 
Emigration Act, 1922. 1038. 

Allegations against the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 2860- 
62. 

Annual income and expenditure of the Manpur Pargana in the Central 
India Agency. 2040. 

Annual reports of the agents in Ceylon and the Malay States regard- 
ing the moral and material progress of Indian Emigrants. 1038-39. 

Appointment of a tahsildar in Manpur Pargana. 2040. 

Appointment of an Advisory Committee on the Bengal Nagpur Rail- 
way. 878-79. 

Appointment of an Indian firm as agents for the sale of Indian timber 
in Europe. 2038. 

Appointment of engineers on short term covenants for State Railways. 
876-77. 

Creation of small colonies of cultivators in forest areas in the North- 
West Frontier Province. 2042-43. 

Departmental Standing Committees. 1737.* 

Draft Berar Land Revenue Law. 522. 

Expenditure on the construction of the building for the office of the 
Controller of Military Accounts at Quetta. 2040-41. 

Increase in the number of accidents to labourers. 738. 

Preventive order under the North-West Frontier Province Security 
Regulation, 1922, against Milap Sing, newspaper vendor, of Peshawar 
City. 1193. 
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ANEY, Mr. M. S. — contd. 

Question re — cojitd. 

Orders for map racks for the Map Record and Issue Office of the Survey 
of India. 2038-39. 

Provision of amenities for third class passengers by Railways. 877. 
Recruitment of Indian labourers for the naval base at Singapore. 
2039. 

Refunds of money order commission 1039 

Reorganisation of the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 
2859-60. 

Residential quarters for military offices at Quetta. 2041. 

Survey of India buildings at Mussoorie. 2041. 

Travelling cinema on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 875*76. 

Question (supplementary) 

Berar Land Revenue legislation. 394. 

Formation of territorial cavalry squadrons, etc. 2254. 

Malpractices during the recent elections. 165. 

Net earnings of the Bengal and North-Westera Railway. 1496. 

Rules and orders relating to the preparation of lists of voters for 
the Legislative Assembly. 153. 

Resolution re— 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2748-49, 2802, 2825. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 667-68. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 835-36. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill- 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 118. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1092-93. 

ANGLICAN CHURCH— 

Question re grant of land in New Delhi for l)uilding an , Mosques 

or temples. 357-358. 

ANGLO-INDIAN(S)- 
QuesUon re — 

Exemption of who were debar led from promotion to first division 

appointments in the Govt, of India Secretariat. 1904. 

Leave rules for Europeans, and Indians in the subordinate ser- 

vice of the East Indian Railway. 1905. 

Recruitment of , Europeans and Indians in the Traffic Dept., 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 1508. 

Recruitment of to the second division of the Govt, of India Secre- 

tariat. 1904. 

ANGLO-VERNACULAR SCHOOLS- 
Question rd— 

Introduction of a time-scale of pay in the and high Schools of 

Ajmer-Merwata. 2418-19. 

Time-scale of pay for teachers of in Ajmer-Merwara. 2103. 

ANNUAL ACCOUNT(S)- 
See under * ^ Account (s).'^ 
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ANSWERS— 

Question re procedure regarding to oral questions. 871-72. 

ANWAR UL-AZIM, Me.— 

Election of to the Panel for the Central Advisory Council for 

Railways. 546. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 30-31. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re — 

Abolition of direct recruitment to Imperial Educational Services in 
Bengal. 295. 

Appointments to the Indian Civil Service. 712. 

Burmanisation of Departments under the Govt, of India in Burma. 
351. 

Criterion for selection of High Court Judges. 294. 

Election of Mussalmans to the Court of Management of the Delhi 
University. 1478. 

Functions and control of Railway Board. 295. 

Government aid to infant industries in Belgium and Germany. 296. 
Last five years figures for export and import, trade. 296. 
Muhammadans in the Imperial Forest Service. 350. 

Mussalman and other officers in State Railways. 295. 

Nomination to the Indian Civil Service of Muslims from Bengal. 1477. 
Nomination to the Indian Civil Seivice of persons from Bengal. 1477. 
Proportion of Muhammadan District and Sessions Judges in Bengal 
and the Punjab. 350. 

Proportion of Muhammadans in subordinate Accounts, Customs, Posts 
and Telegraphs Departments in Burma. 350. 

Proportion of Muhammadans in superior Postal and Customs Services. 
349. 

Railway connection between India and Burma. 351. 

Route of the proposed Belonia Railway. 1478. 

Status and precedence of Members of the Legislative Assembly in 
Durbars. 296. 

^Tariff and other sources of Imperial revenue in India. 295. 

Use of the corridors of the Legislative Assembly by the public. 712 . 

AP/PASWAMIER, Mr. K.— 

Question rr posting of to the charge of the Willobund combined 

Post and Telegraph Office. 1732. 

APPEALS— 

Question re — 

^Action taken by the Railway Board on from men dismissed by 

\ the East Indian and the Great Indian Peninsula Railways. 955-56. 

S^thod of dealing with petitions and memorials addressed to the 

Wvernor General in Council. 1824. 

Right of judicial - enjoyed by European British subjects from the 
Indian Courts. 2035. 
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.i\PPOINTMENT(S)- 
Question rc— 

for qualified candidates of the late Staff Selection Board. 1492-93. 

in certain Departments under the Govt, of India. 1494. 

of Mr. T. E. T. Upton as Solicitor to the Govt, of India. 1516-16. 

Powers of Superintendents of Post Offices m connection with 

and dismissals of subordinates. 726. 

Proportion of the of Deputy Postmasters General and Personal 

Assistants to Postmasters General to Postal Divisions in the 
different Postal circles. 526-27. 

APPRENTICES— 

Question re employment of in the Central Workshops, Ajmer. 2419. 

APPROPRIATION FROM DEPRECIATION FUND (RAILWAYS)— 
Budget Demand for ” 1461. 

APPROPRIATION FROM THE RESERVE FUND— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of '' (Railways). 

2834. 

APPROPRIATION TO DEPRECIATION FUND (RAILWAYS)— 

Budget Demand for 1450. 

APPROPRIATION TO THE RESERVE FUND (RAILWAYS)- 
Budget Demand for 1451. 

ARCOT, NORTH- 

Question experimental post office in the village of Bhattuvaripaili 
in the district of . 744. 

ARCHEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Employment of Sikhs in the . 525-26. 

Non-appointment of Muslims as Excavation Assistants in the . 

2166-67. 

^ARCHEOLOGY- 

Budget Demand for 2319. 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of ” 618. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of 631. 

ARCHITECT— 

Question re for the North-Western Railway. 2866-66. 

ARTFF, M®. YACOOB C.- 
Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part II ot Schedule II. 2656. 

Oath of Office. 1249. 

ARMISTICE- 

Question re purchase by the Government of India about the time^ of the 
of American wagons destined for Russia. 792. 



24 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


AKMS ACT— 

Question re exemption of 2nd and 3rd class Sardars of the Deccan under 
the Indian . 191. 

aEMY- 

Question re — 

Maharasthra Brahmins in the . 191. 

Prohibition of artificial ghoe for the . 384. 

Provision for Mahars, Rameshis and Mangs in the . 191. 

ARMY BUDGET- 

Question re Annual savings accruing to Ihe owing to the construc- 

tion of strategic railways. 146. 

ARMY CANTEEN BOARD— 

Qi|estion re — 

Defalcations in the . 292. 

Realization of the loan advanced to the by the Imperial Bank of 

India. 1041-42. 

Unpopularity and inefficiency of . 291-92. 

ARMY DEPARTMENT— 

Budget Demand for 2202-40. 

Question re — 

Grievances of second division clerks of the — 
quarters. 2404-05. 

Requisitioning by the of third class 

S.S. California 729. 

ARMY HEADQUARTERS - 
Question re — 

Accommodation of the offices in New Delhi. 2161-62. 

Grant of house-rent allowance and Secretariat rates of pay to the 

ministerial establishment at . 2515. 

Grievances of second division clerks in the Army Department and 
the . 2404-05. 

Reservation of clerical appointments in for soldiers and ex- 

soldiers. 2516. 

Technical military clerks in . 2515. 

ARMY IN INDIA- 

Question re number of Roman Catholic Chaplains attached to the . 

2450-51. 

ARMY IN INDIA RESERVE OF OFFICERS- 
Question re — 

Recruitment of Indians to the . 2521-22. 

Recruitment to the . 705-06. 

ARSENAL(S)- 
Question re-- 

Civilian apprentice store-holders in Indian . 947-48. 

Removal of the in Rangoon to Mingaladon. 2586-85. 


- and the Army Head- 
accommodation on the 
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JlRTIFICIAL GHEE^ 

Question re — 

Prohibition of for the Army. 384. 

Prohibition of the import of . 399. 

ARYA SAMAJ- 

Question re prohibition of the Nagar Kirtans of the . 1479* 

ASHRAFUDDIN AIIMAD, Khan Bahadur Nawabzada Saiyid— 

Election of to the Panel for the Central Advisory Council for 

Railways. 546. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1610-11. 

Oath of Office. 5, 

ASIATICS— 

Question re poll-tax on in Kenya. 149. 

« 

ASIATIC DOMICILE- 
Question rc — 

Existing incumbents of entitled to Lee concessions in the Sputh 

Indian Railway. 286. 

Inclusion of Indians among entitled to Lee concessions. 286-87. 

ASSAM— 

Question re— 

Emigration of Sonthals to the tea gardens in . 334-35 

Grant of local allowances to postal employees in . 2413. 

Transfer of the district of Sylhet from to Bengal. 701-02. 

ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY- 
iSVf under Railway (s) 

ASSAULT- 

Question re alleged and dismissal of Sukhlal, an employee of the 

Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshop at Kharagpur. 1740. 

ASSEMBLY- 

>SVe under Legislative Assembly 

ASSEMBLY CHAMBER- 
Question rc — 

Dangerous condition of the , New Delhi. 2679. 

Visitors’ rooms in the Council House, New Delhi and the , 

Simla. 2331-33. 

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS- 

Question re declaration of the day of the as a public holiday by 

Local Governments. 152. 

ASSENT OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL TO BILLS- 
under BilKs) 

ASSESSMENT- 

Question re principles for valuation and in the Baroda Cantonment.. 

2442. 
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ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE- 

Question re functions ‘ of the appointed by the * Cantonment 

Authority under section 68 (3) of Act II of 1924. 2443. 

ASSESSMENT LIST(S)~ 

Question re — 

Employment of the Tax Collector in the office of the Executive Officer, 

Baroda Cantonment, to prepare an in the terms of section 72 

of Act IT of 1924. 2442. 

Qualifications of persons entrusted with the preparation of in 

Cantonments. 2873- 

ASSESSMENT ORDERS— 

Question re supply, free of charge, of in respect of income-tax to 

assessees in Delhi. 2446. 

ASSlSTANT(S)- 
Question re — 

Counting of service for increments in the Time-scale of pay of 

* and clerks in the Government of India Secretariat. 2864-65. 

Position of an Upper Time Scale unfit for promotion to a Supe- . 

rintendentship. 2864. 

ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF INCOME-TAX— 

Question re maximum salary of the Head Clerk to the in the 

United Provinces. 2854. 

ASSISTANT COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS- 

Question re appointment of an at Tuticorin. 2775. 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF INCOME-TAX— 

Question re pay of Bombay. 1511. 

ASSISTANT HARBOUR MASTERS— 

Question re qualifications for Pilots, Harbour Masters, etc- 2439- 

40. 

ASSISTANT INCOME-TAX OFFICERS— 

Question re— 

in the Punjab. 2184. 

Promotion of Head Clerks of Income-tax Offices in the United Pro- 
vinces to the post of . 2856. 

ASSISTANT POSTMASTER(S)— 

Question re promotion of postmen to the rank of . 1128. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARIES- 

Question re appointment of Sikhs as and superintendents in the 

Government of India Secretariat. 1497. 

ASSISTANT STATION MASTERS— 

Question re overworked and pointsmen on the East Indian 

Railway. 1484-85. 
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AT HOME 

Question re — ^ 

Cost of an given to Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan, Assistant Audit 

Officer, North-Western Railway. 2906. 

Grant of three days^ allowances to the outdoor staff attending the 

to Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan, Assistant Audit Officer, North-Western 
Railway. 2906-07. 

-ATTACHED OrFICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Difference between and subordinate offices of the Government of 

India. 2846-47. 

Inter-departmental transfers of men in the Secretariat and etc. 

2592-93. 

Recognition of the Imperial Record Department as an of the 

Government of India. 1388-89. 

Revision of the pay of the ministerial staff in of the Government 

of India. 1745. 

Scales of pay of the ministerial establishment of the Government of 
India Secretariat and . 1388- 

AUCKLAND- 

Question re articles in the Owtlook regarding the pitiable con- 
dition of Mr. Salfiman, a Native of Amritsar, now resident in 

New Zealand. 2594, 2845. 

AUDIT— 

Budget Demand for 2318. 

Budget Demand for ” (Railw^ays). 1393. 

Budget Demand for “ Separation of Accounts from 2317. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of (Railways). 

2827-33. 

of the annual accounts and balance-sheet of the Muslim University 

at Aligarh. 068-69. 

Separation of from accounts. 948-49. 

AUDIT AND ACCOUNT OFFICES- 

Question re inadequate recruitment of minorities to the . .382-83. 

AUDIT OFFICES— 

Question re revised .scale of pay of the subordinate Accounts Service, 

Civil and Po.stal and Telegraph under the Auditor General. 

2843. 

AUDIT OFFICE, NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY— 

Question re Muslinjs in the , Delhi Division. 2171. 

AUDIT OFFICE OF THE INDIAN STORES DEPARTMENT— 
Question re Muslim clerks in the . 2171. 

AUDIT OFFICERS- 
Question re — 

Discontinuance of the system of inspection of rural post offices by . 

718-19. 

Inspection of post offices by . 718, 719. 

Procedure relating to the scrutiny and completion by of the audit 

of the post-audit bills. 1048. 
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AUDIT OFFICERS, INDIAN STORES liEPABTMENT— 

Question percentage of Mussaiiuan clerks in the office of the * 
2426. 

AUDITOR'S CERTIFICATE- 

Question re grant of a permanent unrestricted to Mr. C. M. Siva 

Prakasain. 2242. 

AUDITOR GENERAL- 
Question re — 

Muslim clerks in the Office of the . 2867. 

Number of Muslims appointed in the office of the and subordi- 

nate offices thereto- 2168. 2171. 

Revised scale of pay of the subordinate Accounts Service, Civil and' 
Postal and Telegraph Audit Offices under the . 2843. 

AUSTRALIA— 

Question re— 

Civil Aviation Schools in Canada and Japan. 1601-02. 

Contributions of India, Great Britain , Canada and South Africa 

to the League of Nations 942-43. 

^ Purchase at cheaper rates in Malatar of timljer of the quality supplied 
by Canada and . 1391. 

AUSTRALIAN- 

Question re employment of an staff officer as an Instructor in the 

Staff College. 2173. 

AUSTRALIAN SEAMEN— 

Question re boycott by of ships intended for China. 879-80. 

AUTOMATIC CENTRE BUFFER COUPLERS— 

Question re fitting of to rolling stock on railways- 150. 

AUXILIARY AND TERRITORIAL FORCES— 

Question re — 

Grant of pensions, provident fund or gratuities to the clerical estab- 
lishment of the units, 1742, 

Total strength of the . 2250-51. 

AUXILIARY AND TERRITORIAL FORCES COMMITTEE— 

Question 7 'e date of the despatch of the views of the Government of 
India to the Secretary of State on the Report of the . 2406. 

AUXILIARY FORCE- 

Question re resort to compulsion in the recruitment of the . 2251. 

AVIATION- 

Budget Demand for 2320-21. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ** 633-37, 1116- 

20, 1525-73. 

Question re — 

Expenditure on civil . 1306. 

Training of Indian boys in all branches of civil and military* 788-89. 
Training of Indians in . 1503. 

Training of selected men from the Indian Territorial Force and the- 
University Training Corps in civil and military . — 1501. 
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AVIATION OFFICERS— ‘ 

Question re training of Indians as , 1307. 

AYANGAR, Mr. Y. K. ARAVAMUDHA— 

Currency Bill- 

Consideration of clause 2. 2474-78, 2483. 

Madras Salt (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider as passed by the Ciouncil of State. 2874-75. 
Consideration of clause 2. 2881-82. 

Motion to pass. 2882. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Resolution re improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 
686 - 88 . 

AYYANGAR, Mr, K. V. RANGASWAMY- 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to postpone consideration of the Bill nne die, 2960. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question re revision of the electoral roll for the Madras landholders^ 
constituency of the Legislative Assembly. 2182-83. 

Question (Supplementary) r ( — 

Government action re Tan j ore District Board Railway extensions. 
388. 

Loosening of tiles in the Council House, Hew Delhi. 2333. 

AYYANGAR, Mr. M. S. SESHA— 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2354-56. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2111-2112. 

Consideration of clause 5. 2487-90, 2493. 

Election of — ^ to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-28. 2679. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1141-44. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2572. 

Indian Income tax (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 178-79. 

Motion for adjournment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill, 603-04. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Customs (Duty on cotton 
niece-goods and abolition of the export duties on tea and raw hides). 
1977-79, 1980. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ''Working expenses: Admi- 
nistration ” (Railways). (Supervision and the charges claimed 
under that head). 1394, 1403-04. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question re — 

Concessions for officers of Indian and non-Indian domicile on State 
Railways. 380 81. 

Contributions by Government servants to the hhadi Fund. 2593. 
Contributions by Government to the hhnddar Fund. 1909-10. 
Deprivation of Indian officers on the South Indian Railway of admis- 
sible concessions. 381-82. 
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AYYANGAR, Mr. M. S. SESHA -contd. 

Question n — contd. 

Extra house-rent for postal employees in Madura, etc. 297. 

Minimum pay of postal clerks in Madras. 297. 

Omission to extend Lee concessions .to superior Indian officers of the 
South Indian Railway. 296. 

Swarajya on Indianisation on the South Indian Railway 296. 
Total amount of Reverse Councils sold from April to December 1926. 
297. 

Total coinage of rupees for 1920 to 1926. 297. 

Question (Supplementary) re relationship existing between India and 
the various parts of the Empire. 1909. 

AYYANGAR, Rao Bahadur NARASIMHA GOPALASWAMI— 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1615-20 
Otdh of Office. 429. 
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BACHELORS— 

Question it retirement of from Government service at the age of 

56 years. 730-31. 

BACK BAY RECLAMATION COMMITTEE- 
Question rr report of the . 158. 

BACKERGUNJ- 

Question rr riot in the district of — ~ in Bengal. 1655-58. 

BACKWARD TRACT(S)- 
Question n— 

Action taken on the Resolution relating to the in Bihar and 

Orissa. 2106. 

Treatment of the Chota Nagpur Division as a . 610. 

Resolution re treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a . 678-87, 

641-74. 

BAD DEBTS- 

Question re allowance of arising out of irrecoverable arrears of rent 

of income-tax assessees. 2447. 

BADI-UZ-ZAMAN, Maulvi- 
Oath of Office. 4. 

Question rr railway communication to . 434. 

BAGTSAR- 

Question re distance of the sub-post office at frojn the Mansiari and 

Milam post offices. 347-48. 

BAIDYANATHA DHAM— 

Question re — 

Grievances of passengers to . 616. 

' Improvement of the station at . 617. 

Inclusion of station in the main line. 


617 . 
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BALANCE SHEET— 

Question r(^ audit of the annual accounts and of the Muslim Uni- 

versity at Aligarh. 968-69. 

BALLY BRIDGE— 

Question rr opening of a new station in connection with the projected 
railway over the new^ . 2460-61. 

BALUCHISTAN- 

Budget Demand for “ 2323. 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of . 626. 

BANGALORE- 
Question re — 

Imperial Dairy Expert in . 872. 

Researches conducted by the Imperial Dairy Expert at . 2422-23. 

BANKS— 

Question re — 

Constitution of Reserve . 330. 

Exemption of societies, institutions or from payment of postal 

insurance and registration commissions. 2908. 

Land mortgage . 2248. 

BANKING FACILITY(IES)- 

Resolution re. improvement and expansion of . 674-99. 

BANKURA- 

Question re accommodation for iiiail bags at railway station. 2416. 

BANKURA DAMODAR RIVER RAILWAY- 
Hec under Railway(s) 

BANKURA POST OFFICE- 

Question re discontinuance of the practice of postmen acting as guards 
in the — 5 ^. 2416. 

BANNU— 

Question re creation of a second Divisional arid Sessions Court for tHd' 
Kohat, and Dera Ismail Khan districts. 2400. 

BANSI-NAYA DUMKA-SAINTHIA RAILWAY- 
See under '' Railway(s) 

BARISAL— 

Question re extension of the Faridpur-Charmaguria railway to . 

1488. 

BARODA CANTONMENT— 

Question re — 

Annual rent of houses in . 2442-43. 

Employment of the Tax Collector in the office of tKe Executive Officer, 

to prepare an assessment list in the terms of section 72 of Act 

II of 1924. 2442. 
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BABODA CANTONMENT— 

* Question rt — contd. 

Exemption of grain from octroi duty in . 2443-44. 

Principles for valuation and assessment in the . 2442. 

Retrenchment of expenditure in 4ihe . 2443. 

Question re allegations against the Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
in the of the 18th February, 1927. 1649. 

BATALA— 

Question re construction of a railway from via Butari and Patti 

to Lahore. 626- 

BATHROOMS— 

Question re retention of honeycomb brick work for of D '' type 

’ Indian clerks’ quarters in New Delhi. 2459. 

BEAWAR— 

Question re nomination of members of the Municipal Committee of 

in Ajmer-Merwara. 2613. 

BEGGAR NUISANCE— 

Question re on Government railway lines. 344. 

BELAPUR (THANA) POST OFFICE— 

Question re closing of the telegraph branch of the • 1474-75. 

BELGIUM— 

Question re Government aid to infant industries in and Germany. 

296 . 


BELONIA RAILWAY— 

S((' under Railway (s) 

BELYI, Mr. D. V- 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of sections 20 and 
21 )- 

Motion to omit clause 2. 320-22. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Executive Council ” (Atti- 
tude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1924- 
31, 1943. 

Oath of Office. 2 
Question re — 

Better provision for contingent expenditure in Post Offices. 346. 
Classification of administrative and ministerial officers of the Postal 
Department. 2445-46. 

Closing of the telegraph branch of the Belapur (Thana) post office. 
1474-75. 

Expenditure on Now Delhi and the New Secretariat. 164-66. 
Formation of a separate Kannc da province. 2163. 

House-rent of sub-postmasters in Bombay. 1473. 
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BELVI, Mr. D. V. — contd. 

Question re-—co7itd. 

Regulations regarding admission, pay and prospects of members of 
the general and station service in the Telegraph Department. 162- 
64. 

Representations to the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs re- 
garding pay of subordinates. 345-346. 

Resolutions passed recently by the All-India Telegraphists^ Union. 
164. 

Resolution re release of the Bengal Detenus. 494. 

BENARES, MAHARAJA OF— 

Question re speech of the regarding the reforms. 509-10. 

BENGAL- 

Question rc— 

Abolition of direct recruitment to Imperial Educational Services in 
. 295. 

Delay in the payment of arrears of pay to the officials of the Dead 
Letter Office, . 2414. 

Memorial of Mr. S. H. Counsel!, late Deputy Magistrate in . 

2329-30. 

Nominations to the Indian Civil Service of Muslims from . 1477. 

Nominations to the Indian Civil Service of persons from . 1477. 

Proportion of Muhammadan District and Sessions Judges in and 

the Punjab. 350. 

Release of political detenus in . 1042. 

Riot in the district of Backergunj iiT . 1655-68. * 

Schools maintained by the East Indian Railway nn and the 

United Provinces. 2784. 

Transfer of the district of Sylhet from Assam to . 701-02. 

Transfer of railway employees from the United Provinces to . 

2449. 

BENGAL AND ASSAM CIRCLE- 
Question re — 

Appointment of Messrs. B. Ganguly and A. R. Chatterji to act as 

Superintendents of Post Offices in the . 2415. 

Hardships of the Inspectors of Post Offices in the . 2413. 

Importation of outsiders to act as Superintendents of Post Offices 
in the . 2416. 

BENGAL COUNCIL- 

Question re attendance of Messrs. S. C. Mitra and S. C. Bose at the 
Legislative Assembly and , respectively. 356. 

BENGAL CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT- 

Statement laid on the table showing the names of detenus in jail under 
the . 1050-52. 

BENGAL DETENUS- 
Question re— 

. 222-23. 

Release of . . 2175. 

Statement regarding . 2462-64. 
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BENGAL NAGPUR RAILWAY— 

See under “ Eailway(s) ” 

BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under " Bill(s)”. 

BERAR LAND REVENUE LAW— 

Question re draft . 522. 

BERLIN- 

Question ;<> — 

Exhibition given by Indians in under the direction of Mr. 

Hagen beck. 1648-49. 

Indian show given in under the direction of Mr. Hagenbeck. 

1729. 


BETEL NUTS- 

Quc^tion /•(■ import of from Singapore. 1050. 

BHADRAK- 

Quostion collision at on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2786-87, 

2787-89. 

BHAGALPUR— 

Question re running of certain trains between Patna and . 1491. 

BHARGAVA, Pandit THAKUR DAS— 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2599-2602. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re — 

Better police supervision for New Delhi. 398. 

Completion of Bohtak-Bhiwani railway line. 399. 

Correct official designation of officers in the Indian Army. 2791-92. 

Fares on the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway, the North-Western Railway and the East Indian 
Railway. 804, 804-09. 

Grant of a certificate to Dr. Ram Kishan, private medical practitioner 
of Pattaki, for services rendered by him to injured passengers during 
the collision at Harpa. 802. 

Grant of the concession of counting deputation allowance towards 
pension to the clerks of the Military Accounts Department invalided 
in the Great War. 1744. 

Grant of concession to passengers purchasing second class return 
tickets on the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway. 810. 

Grant of passage facilities to the Indian members of the Indian 
Medical Service proceeding to the United Kingdom on study leave. 
2791. 1 

Location of Reper railway station. 398-99. 

Luggage concession on third class ticket. 384. 

Normal speed of trains on the Rewari-Fazilka section of the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central Railway. 803. 
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BHARGAVA, Pandit THAKUR DAS-contd 
Question rc—coiitcl. 

Overseas pay of Indian Medical Service officers. 2792. 

Passport Rules. 1743." 

Pensions of certain civilian clerks who proceeded on field service 
overseas with the Indian Expeditionary Forces. 1744. 

Price of time tables on certain specified railways. 809-10. 

Prohi))ition of artificial ghee for the Army. 384. 

Prohibitions of the import of artificial ghee, 399. 

Promotions of Captains in the Indian Medical Service to the rank of 
Major. 2791. 

Pi'ovision of electric fans in the second class compartments of the 
metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Rail- 
way. 804. 

Provision of electric fans in third class railway carriages. 804. 
Provision of intermediate class accommodation between Delhi and 
Bhatinda on the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway. S03. 

Provision of lights in compound leading to the third class waiting shed 
at Flissar railway station. 803-04. 

Provision of search lights on engines between Delhi and Bhatinda 
on the metre gauge section of the Bonbay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 745. 

Relaying of rails on the Rewari-Fazilka section of the Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India Railway. 802-03. 

Retirement at the age of 55 of certain postal officials of the Punjab 
and North-West Frontier Circles. 2461. 

Sanction of special pensions under articles 924 {a) of the Civil Service 
Regulations. 1744-45. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of Hindus in the postal service of the 
Punjab and North-West Frontier Circles. 2781. 

Transmission of telegrams by post. 2790. 

Water taxes in Jutog Cantonment. 1746. 

Resolution /c salaries of the two Members of the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2814-16. 


BHARKATTA- , x i 

Question rc opening of post offices at Lawalung, 
portant places in the Hazaribagh district. 1910-11. 


and other im- 


BHATINDA- 

^'provkion of intermediate class accommodation between Delhi and — - 
on the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 

India Railway. ' 803. ii.- i 4 - 1 ,^ 

Provision of search lights on engines between Delhi and — on the 
metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

Railway. 745. 


BHATKAL-MYSORE RAILWAY— 
See under “ Railwayfs)”. 

BHATTUVARIPALLI— 

Question re experimental post 
of North Arcot. 744. 


office in the village 


of in the district 


D 2 
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BHIL CULTIVATORS- 

Question re action taken against officials in connection with lands 
transferred to them from in the Manpur Pargana. 2040. 

BHIM SEN, Lala— 

Question re educational qualifications of , second clerk in the office 

of the Superintendent of Education, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara. 
2786. 

BHORE, The Honourable Mr. J. W.— 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Introduction of the . 59. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 304-05, 308-09. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 2873- 
Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 846-47, 854. 

Motion for Adjournment to call attention to the decision of the Gov- 
ernment of India not to publish the Report of the Indian Deputation 
to Fiji. 403. 

Motion for the election of the panel for the Standing Coinmittee on 
Emigration. 403-04. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Provident Funds (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 2882. 

Motion to pass. 2883. 

Statement by re Settlement reached at the Conference recently held 

in South Africa. 1052-57, 1058. 

BHUTTO, Mr. W. W. ILLAHIBAKSH— 

Oath of Office. 3. 

BIHAR- 

Question re running of convenient through ‘ trains between the Capital 
of and the various mufassil headquarters. 515. 

BIHAR AND ORISSA— 

Question re — 

Action taken on the Resolution relating to the backward tracts in 
. 2106. 

Appointments of Indians to the Indian Civil Service in since 

1924. 339. 

Depression in the coal trade in . 2329. 

Promotion from the Provincial Civil Service to the Indian Civil 
Service in . 337. 

Recruitment for the Indian Army from . 1041. 

BILASPUR— 

Question re construction of a metre gauge railway between and 

Mandla in the Central Provinces. 528-29, 530. 

BILL(S)- 

Assent of the Governor General to certain . 15. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) — 

laid on the table as passed by the Council of State. 746. 
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EILL(S)— 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment)— 

Motion to consider. 2965. 

Motion to postpone consideration iine die, 2965. 

Motion to postpone till Simla session adopted. 2961. 

Children's Protection — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2968. 

Adopted. 2968. 

Introduced. 2968. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) (Amendment of section 80)— 
Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Adopted. 367. 

Introduced. 367. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) (Amendment of Section 115)— 
Motion for leave to introduce. 56. 

Adopted. 67. 

Introduced. 57. 

Motion to consider. 406-27. 

^ Negatived. 427. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) (Execution of Decrees and 
Orders) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 172. 

Adopted. 172. 

Introduced. 172. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 404-05. 

Motion to circulate. 405-06. 

Adopted. 406. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Second Appeals) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 103. 

Adopted. 104. 

Introduced. 104. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) (Amendment of section 96) — 
Motion for leave to introduce. 2962. 

Adopted. 2962. 

Introduced. 2962. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 369. 

Adopted. 370. 

Introduced. 370. 

Motion to consider. 854-69. 

Currency — 

Introduced. 58. 

Statement regarding the Currency Bill. 532-33. 

Motion for Adjournment re postponement of the consideration of the 

. 544-46, 587-608. 

Motion to consider. 1748-1815. 

Adopted. 1816. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2142-60, 2339-98, 2464-86. 

Consideration of clause 3. 2486. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1835-05, 2109-42. 

Consideration of clause 5, 2486-99. ‘ 

Motion to pass. 2499-2511. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2562. 

Adopted. 2562. 
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BILL(S) — contd, 

Currency--contd, 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

agreed without any amendments to the . 2840. 

Petitions relating to the 1578, 1660-61, 1746-47, 2109. 

Presentation of the report of the Committee on Petitions regarding 
petitions relating to the . 2185. 

Defence Force- 

Question re in Kenya. 328. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India- 
Introduced. 58. 

Motion to circulate. 59-102. 

Adopted. 102. 

Motion to refer to Joint Committee. 2737-40. 

Adopted. 2740. 

Message from the Council of State intimating the concurrence of 

that Chamber in the motion for the reference of the to a Joint ^ 

Committee. 2841. r 

Nomination of Members of the Legislative Assembly to serve on the 
Joint Committee. 2873. 

Question re opinions the . 738-39. 

Hindu Child Marriage — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 368. 

Adopted. 368. 

Introduced. 368. 

Imperial Bank of India (Amendment)— 

Introduced. 58. 

Message from the Council of Slate intimating the concurrence of that 

Chamber in the motion for the reference of the to a Joint 

Committee. 2841. 

Motion to refer to Joint Committee. 2740. ’ 

Adopted. 2740. 

Nomination of Members of the Legislative Assembly to serve on the 
Joint Committee. 2874. 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment)— 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2963. 

Adopted. 2963. 

Introduced. 2963. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2962. 

Adopted. 2963. 

Introduced. 2563. 

Indian Finance — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1472. 

Adopted. 1472, 

Introduced. 1472. 

Motion to consider. 2562^4. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2564-66. 

Negatived, 2566. 

Motion to consider adopted. 2566. 

Consideration of Clause 2. 2566-82. 
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■BILL(S) — contd, 

Indiaa Finance — contd. 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2595-2628. 

Consideration of Part I of Schedule II. 2629-33. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2634-67. 

Consideration of Part I of Schedule III. 2668-71. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule III. 2671-73. 

Motion to pass. 2673-78. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2673-2737. 

Adopted. 2737. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

passed the with an amendment to clause 2. 2920. 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2920-52. 

Adopted. 2952. 

Motion to agree to the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2952-55. 

Adopted. 2955. 

Indian Forest — 

Laid on the table as passed by the Council of State. 889. 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 2883- 
Motion to circulate. 2884. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2884-96. 

Adopted. 2897. 

Constitution of the Select Committee. 2S97-99. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment)— 

Introduced. 59. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 172-75. 

Motion to circulate. 175-81. 

Motion to circulate adopted. 181. 

Indian Law Reports — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Adopted. 367. 

Introduced. 367. 

Indian Light House- 

Message from the Council of State recommending to the Legislative 

Assembly that the be referred to a Joint Committee. 840-41. 

Motion to agree to the recommendation of the Council of State that 

the be referred to a Joint Committee. 2840. 

Adopted. 2840. 

Constitution of the Committee. 2840. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) (Amendment of sections 20 and 21)— 
Motion for leave to introduce. 57. 

Adopted. 57. . 

Introduced. 57. 

Motion to consider. 319-20. 

Adopted. 320. 

Consideration of clauses. 320-25. 

Motion to pass. 325. 

Adopted. 325. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that (Jhamber had 
agreed without any amendments to the . 745. 
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BILL(S) — contd, 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) (Amendment of Article 182 of Schedule 

I)-. 

Motion for leave to introduce. 303. 

Adopted. 304. 

Introduced. 304. 

Motion to consider. 535-39. 

Adopted. 540. 

Consideration of clauses. 540-42. 

Motion to Pass. 542. 

Adopted. 542. 

Indian Limitation (Second Amendment) — 

Motion to consider amendments made by the Council of State. 2964. 

' Adopted. 2965. 

Motion to agree to the amendments made by the Council of State. 
2964, 2965. 

Adopted. 2964, 2965. 

Indian Merchandise Marks (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Adopted. 367. 

Introduced. 368. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 59. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 304. 

Adopted. 309. 

Presentation of the report of the Select Committee. 2873. 

Indian Mines (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2834. 

Adopted. 2834. 

Introduced. 2834. 

Motion to circulate. 2834-40. 

Adopted. 2840. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) (Amendment of section 141) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 366. 

Adopted. 366. 

Introduced. 366. 

Indian Registration (Amendment) (Agreement to sell immoveable pro- 
perty of the value of Rs. 100 or more) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 57-58. 

Adopted. 58. 

Introduced. 58. 

Motion to consider. 428. 

Adopted. 428. 

Motion to pass. 428. 

Adopted. 428. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 
agreed without any amendments to the . 745. 

Indian Registration (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 366. 

Adopted. 366. 

Introduced. 366. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 818-22. 
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{BILL(S) — contd, 

Indian Registration (Amendment)— 

Motion to circulate. 822. 

Motion to circulate adopted. 825. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 56. 

Adopted. 56. 

Introduced. 56. 

Motion to consider. 313-14. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 314-19 
Adopted. 319. 

Constitution of the Select Committee. 533-34. 

Withdrawal of the instructions to the Select Committee to report on 
the not later than the 1st March 1927. 2109. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Adopted. 367. 

Introduced. 367. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 826. 

Motion to circulate. 826-27. 

Motion to circulate adopted. 830. 

Inland Steam- Vessels (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Adopted. 367. 

Introduced. 367. 

Insolvency (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 334. 

Introduced. 334. 

Motion to consider. 2961. 

Adopted. 2961. 

Motion to pass. 2962. 

Adopted. 2962. 

Interest — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 368. 

Adotped. 368. 

Introduced. 368, 

Land Acquisition (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 363-66. 

Adopted. 366. 

Introduced. 366. 

Motion to circulate. 844-54. 

Adopted. 854. 

Madras Salt (Amendment)— 

laid on the table as passed by the Council of State. 746. 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 2874-75. 
Adopted. 2875. 

Consideration of Clause 2. 2875-82. 

Motion to pass. 2882. 

Adopted. 2882. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 56. 

Adopted. 56. 

Introduced. 56. 
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BILL(S) — contd, 

.Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) — contd. 

Motion to consider. 309-11. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 311. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee adopted. 312. 

Withdrawal of the instructions to the Select Committee to report on 

the not later than the 16th February 1927. 2108-09. 

Provident Funds (Amendment)— 

as passed by the Council of State laid on the table. 746. 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 2882, 

Adopted. 2882. 

Motion to pass. 2883. 

Adopted. 2883. 

Question re— 

Exclusion of Indian seamen from the United States of America under 

the new American Immigration . 1041. 

Number of certified by the Governor General during 1924-26, etc. 

799-800. 

Wider publication of — and Acts. 437-38. 

Eepealing and Amending — 

passed by the Council of State laid on the table. 2052. 

Motion to consider. 2965. 

Adopted. 2965. 

Motion to pass. 2965. 

Adopted. 2965. 

Sea Customs (Amendment) — 

passed by the Council of State laid on the table. 2052. 

Motion to consider. 2963. 

Adopted. 2964. 

Motion to pass. 2964. 

Adopted. 2964. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 368. 

Adopted. 368. 

Introduced. 368. 

Motion to consider. 830-33. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. * 833-43. 

Motion to consider adopted. 843. 

Consideration of clauses. 843-44. 

Motion to pass. 844. 

Adopted. 844. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that the was passed 

by that Chamber with certain amendments. 1225. 

Steel Industry (Protection) — 

Introduced. 58. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 104-144. 

Adopted. 144. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 542. 

Motion to consider. 746. 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 746-85. 

Motion to consider. 890-928. 

Adopted. 928. 
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BILL(S) — concld, 

St^el Industry (Protection) — contd. 

Consideration of clause 2. 928-39, 989-1007, 1059-96. 

Consideration of Clause 3. 1096-1100. 

Motion to pass. 1101-14. 

Adopted. 1114. 

Message from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had 

agreed without any amendments to the . 1578. 

Trade Union — 

Question rc date of passing of . 292. 

Volunteer Police — 

Motion to introduce. 2965-66. 

Adopted. 2966. 

Introduced. 2966. 

Motion to circulate. 2966. 

Adopted. 2966. 

Weekly Payments — 

Question rc . 800. 

BIRLA, Mr. GHATSTSHYAM DAS— 

Currency Bill- 

Consideration of Clause 4. 1854-62. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 55. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1583-88. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Rill — 

Motion to circulate. 74-76. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re admission of third class passengers to the Howrah railway 
station. 1303. 

Net expansion or contraction of currency in each of the years 1920-26. 
1302. 

Numi)er of communal outbreak for each of the years 1900-1926. 1302-03. 

Question (Supplementary) rc communal representation in the services. 
168. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to re-commit to Select Committee. 768-71. 

Motion to consider. 897, 900, 901, 902, 903. 

Consideration of Clause 2. 908-1001. 

BLACKETT, The Honourable Sir BASIL— 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration of the Bill till the Simla Session 
2961. 

Budget Demand for Army Department 2202, 2302-04, 2308 2309. 
Customs 1975. 

Executive Council 1911. 

Indian Postal and Telegraph Department 2009 
^‘Salt^ 2186. 

Currency Bill — 

Introduction of the . 58. 

Motion to consider. 1748-62, 1765, 1770, 1772, 1773, 1774, 1776, 1777, 1779. 
1786, 1787, 1798, 1804, 1815. 
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BLACKETT, The Honourable Sir BASIL— contd. 

Currency Bill — contd. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2143, 2144, 2153, 2154, 2341, 2353, 2354, 2357, 

1858, 2870, 1871, 1875, 1881, 1886, 1887, 1888, 1889, 1893, 2110, 2113, 2114, 
2482, 2483, 2486. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1837, 1839, 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847, 1857, 

1858, 1870, 1871, 1875, 1881, 1886, 1887, 1888, 1889, 1893, 2110, 2113, 2114,- 
2117-18, 2121, 2124, 2135, 2138-40. 

Consideration of clause 6. 2490-93, 2495, 2497-99. 

Motion to pass. 2499-2500, 25(^7. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2529, 2530, 2543,. 2544, 2553-61. 

Demand for Excess Grant in respect of — 

“Archaeology 618. 

^‘Baluchistan^\ 626. 

'‘Census’\ 623, 624. 

^'Civil Veterinary Services’\ 622, 623. 

^‘Education’'. 618-19, 620-21. 

Posts and Telegraphs Department 613, 616-17. 

‘‘Joint Stock Companies”. 624. 

“Refunds”. 626. 

“Superannuation Pensions and Allowances”. 624, 626. 

“Survey of India”. 617-18. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

‘ ‘Agriculture’ ’ . 632. 

“Ajmer-Merwara”. 639. 

“Archaeology”. 631. 

“Andamans and Nicobar Islands”. 639. 

“Aviation”. 633, 635, 1547, 1548, 1549, 1570-73. 

“Capital Outlay on Currency Note Printing Press”. 640. 

“Capital Outlay on Security Printing”. 639. 

“Civil Works”. 637-38. 

“Currency”. 637. 

‘^Delhi”. 639. 

“Department of Education, Health and Lands”. 631. 

“Geological Survey”. 631. 

“Interest on Miscellaneous Obligations”. 628. 

“Irrigation not charged to Revenue”. 626. 

‘ Medical Services”. 632 
“Miscellaneous”. 638. 

“Miscellaneous Expenditure”, 2955. 

“North-West Frontier Province”. 639. 

“Public Health”. 632. 

“Refunds”. 639. 

‘‘Staff, Household and Allowances of the Governor General”. 628-29, 
630, 631. 

“I^amps”. 627-28. 

“Stationery and Printing”. 638. 

“Superannuation Allowances and Pensions”. 638. 

“Survey of India”. 631. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1586, 1590, 1591, 1594, 

1600, 1601, 1603, 1604, 1607, 1634, 1669, 1671, 1674, 1676, 1678, 1917-27. 
General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1132, 1134, 1171. 
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BLACKETT, The Honourable Sir BASIL — contd. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill — 

Introduction of the . 58. 

Motion to circulate. 50-69, 70, 74, 77, 78, 79, 80, 82,* 83, 84^ 

89, 90, 92, 95, 99, 100, 100-02. 

Motion to refer to Joint Committee, 2737-38. 

Motion for the nomination of members of the Legislative Assembly to 
serve on the Joint Committee. 2873. 

Imperial Bank of India (Amendment) Bill — 

Introduction of the . 58. 

Motion to refer to Joint Committee. 2740. 

Motion for the nomination of members of the Legislative Assembly 
to serve on the Joint Committee. 2874. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1472. 

Motion to consider. 2562 63. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2566. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2567, 2578-81. 

Consideration of Schedule I. 26U3, 2604, 2605, 2608, 2618, 2619. 
Consideration of Part I A of Schedule III. 2668, 2670. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2663-66. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule III. 2671, 2672. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2673 74, 2706, 2717, 2718, 2719, 2720, 2722, 
2734-35. 

Mc^ion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 

2920-22, 2925, 2945, 2946, 2947, 2950-51. 

Motion to agree to the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2952-53, 2954. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) Bill — 

Introduction of the . 59. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 172-75. 

Motion to circulate. 178, 180-31. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill- 

Motion for leav^e to introduce. 56. 

Motion to consider. 313-14. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 317, 318-19. 

Constitution of the Select Committee. 534. 

Motion for the withdrawal of the instructions to the Select Commit- 
tee to report not later than the 1st March, 1927. 2109. 
Introduction of the General Budget for 1927-28. 1453-72. 

Motion for .Adjournment re postponement of the consideration of 
the Indian Currency Bill. 545, 58f, 590, 592-96, 697, 603, 604, 607« 
Motion for the election of the Public Accounts Committee. 7. 
Motion for the election of the Standing Finance Committee. 6, 2339. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Customs’’ (Customs 
policy, land frontiers, smuggling of saccharine). 2004, 2006. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^'Customs’^ (Duty on cotton 
piece-goods and abolition of the export duties on tea and raw 
hides). 1978. 
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BLACKETT, The Honourable Sir BASIL— 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bi!l — contcL 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Customs’' (Export duty 
on jute). 1997-1999. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs” (Export duty 
on rice). 2001-02. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs” (Invidious 
distinctions between provinces in the scales of pay of clerks). 1992- 
93. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Customs” (Paucity of 
wharfingers in Karachi). 1977. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs” (Revision of 
specific, nd valorem and protective duties: lax administration). 
1983, 1934-86 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Executive Council” (Atti* 

j tilde of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1920, 
1931-34. 

Motion to redujce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid 
Indianization of Railway Services). 1201. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Quin- 
quennial review of Capital Programme). 1257. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Separa- 
tion of Railway from General Finance). 1275-78. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Salt”. (Desirability of 
increasing the consumption of salt in India and of making India 

self-supporting in the matter of Salt). 2189-90. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Salt”. (Grievances of the 
miners of the Khewra salt mines). 2201-0*2. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Salt”. (Manufacture of 
salt on the Orissa coast), 2194, 2195-96. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion for leave to introduce. 56. 

Motion to consider. 309, 311. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 312 

Motion for the withdrawal of the instructions to the Select Com- 
mittee to report not later than 15th February 1927. 2108, 2109. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Point of order as to whether a particular Demand for Grant can be 
discussed for more than two days. 1315. 

Point of order raised by as to whether a motion which is an 

absolute negative or a practical negative such as a motion to leave 
only one rupee in a total grant of Rs. 60,000 or so, is in order. 
1912, 1915. 

Point of order raised by that a convention should be established 

that no cuts in a Dernand for Grant should be of such a size as 
to debar all other motions. 1915. 

Point of order raised by the Honourable the Home Member on Mr. 
S. Srinivasa Iyengar’s motion to omit the Budget Demand for 
“Railway Board”, as to whether an amendment should be a purely 
negative one. 1195, 1196. 

Resolution re improvement and expansion of banking facilities 690- 
96. 
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BLACKETT, The Honourable Sir BASIL— cor 

Sea Customs (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2903-64. 

Motion to pass. 2964. 

Steel Industry (Protectioa) Bill—- 
Consideration of clause 2. 1063, 1081. 

BOGIE- 

Questioii re through first and second class between Ajmer and 

Jodhpur for convenience of passengers. 301. 

BOILERS-: 

Question /e— 

Remarks of the Raven Committee regarding locomotive and roll- 

ing stock. 795. 

Renewal of locomotive . 2044. 

Question re protection to the . 949-50. 

BOMBAY— 

Question re — 

Amount of conveyance allowance paid to Inspectors of Post Offices in 

Madras, and Calcutta. 2849 -50. 

Critical condition of agriculturists in certain parts of the Central 

Provinces, and Madras. 712-14. 

Expenditure on Post Office premises in . 358-62. 

Extension of the principle of recruitment for post offices in Calcutta 

and to adjacent revenue divisions. 2164-65. 

House rents of sub-postmasters in . 1473. 

Late arrival of the English mail steamers at , 702-04, 

Location of the Railway Board in Delhi, or Calcutta. 15t8. 

Overland Express between and Calcutta. 2454-55. 

Pay of Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax, 
. 1511. 

Procedure followed in the <GeneraJ Post Office, in connection 

with the disposal of the foreign parcel mail. 2408. 

BOMBAY, BARODA AND CENTRAL INDIA RAILWAY- 
See under ‘'Railway(s).’' 

BOMBAY CENTRAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE— 

Question re direct telegraph connection between Poona City combined 
Post and Telegraph Office and the . 1521-22. 

BOMBAY GENERAL POST OFFICE- 
Question re— 

Number of clerks employed in each Department of the . 2853. 

Number of selection grade appointments in the correspondence de- 
partment of the Calcutta . 2851. 

BOMBAY HOWRAH OVERLAND MAIL- 
Question re — 

Anticipated return from the 
. 1519. 


train. 147 . 



48 INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 

f ^ 

BOMBAY HOWBAH SPECIAIr- 

Question re continuation by the P. & O. Co. towards the new . 

1489. 

BOMBAY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BULES- 

Question re amendment of rule 24 of the . 158. 

BOMBAY PEESIDENCY- 
Question re — 

Amalgamation of Coorg with the Madras Presidency and South 
Kanara with the 280. 

Officers in the Income-tax Department in the . 1511. 

Becruitment for the Indian Army from the . 156-57. 

BONE MEAL- 

Question re quantity and value of raw bones and exported from 

India. 973. 

) 

BONES, BAW— 

Question re quantity and value of and bone meal exported from 

India. 973. 

BOOK(S)- 

Question re — 

Proscription by the Punjab Government cf a relating to the 

Nabha State. 161. 

Proscription of under the Press Act. 160-61, 1520. 

BOOK DEPOTS- 

Question re sale of Government of India publications at provincial 
. 1519. 

BOOKING CLEBKS- 

Question re long hours of duty of the at Mokameh Junction. 71T. 

BOOKING FACILITY(IES)- 

Question re for third class passengers. 216. 

BOOKING OFFICE— 

Question re repairs to the and waiting room at Delhi Sadar station. 

2789. 

BOOKSTALL(S)— 

Question re Wheeler's contract for railway . 195-97. 

BOOK VALUE- 

Question re and present value of the State Eailway Workshop. 

1510. 

BOSE, Mr. subhash CHANDBA— 

Question re — 

Attendance of Messrs. S. C. Mitra and at the Legislative Assem- 

bly and Bengal Council, respectively. 356. 

Health of . 643-44. 
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BOSE, Dr. SUDHINDBA— 

QuestioD rtf— 

Case of . 188-89. 

Grant of permission to — to return to India from America. 2244. 

BOTANICAL SURVEY- 

Budget Demand for '' 2319. 

iBOYCOTT- 

Question i e Australian seamen of ships intended for China. 879 80. 
BRAHMAPUTRA BRIDGE— 

Question le hardship of extra postage charge on account of on 

Assam Bengal Railway. 279. 

BRAHMINI BULLS- 
Question re — 

Export of cows, oxen and 1831 

Judgments of the High Courts of Calcutta, Allahabad and Madras 
regarding . 2241. 

BRAHMIN(S)- 

Question re Maharashtra in the Army. 191. 

BRANCH LTNE- 
Question re — 

Construction of from Purnea to Muraliganj 329 

Maintenance of separate Capital and Revenue Accounts for — 
built on the guarantee of Local Governments. 2918. 

BR;rDGE(S)— 

Question re — 

Hardship of extra postage charge on account of Brahmaputra 

on Assam Bengal Railway. 279, 

Reconstruction of the over the Nerbudda on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway and the Bengal Nagpur Railway in the district 
of Jubbulpore, etc. 815.^ 

Underground for traffic at the railway crossing near Meerut 

City station. 1040. 

BRITISH FIRMS— 

Question re — 

Discount allowed to Government on the purchase of agricultural 

implements manufactured by 2521. 

Issue of instructions to the Punjab Government regarding the use 

of ploughs and agricultural implements manufactured by . 

2520. 

BRITISH GUIANA- 

Question re emigration of Indians to 356. 

BRITISH LINE- 

Question re purchase by Government of a operating on the coast of 

India, etc. 11®. 
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BEITISH NAVy- 

Question re relation of the proposed Indian Navy to the — i 

BRITISH REQiIMENTS- 

Question re arrangement for the married families of sent to 

1655. 

BRITISH TROQPS— 

Question re — 

Canteen Service for in India. 2337. 

Closing of the rest camp for at Deolali. 145-46. 

BUDGE BUDGE- 

Question re provision of quarters for the Assistant T. R. R. at on 

the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1648 

BUDGET- 

Qeneral— 

Demands for Grants — 

Demand No. 16 (Customs). 1975-2008. 

Demand No. 17 (Taxes on Income). 2314. 

Demand No. 18 (Salt). 2186-2202. 

Demand No. 19 (Opium). 2314. 

Demand No. 20 (Stamps). 2314. 

Demand No. 21 (Forest). 2315. 

Demand No. 22 (Irrigation including Working Expenses. 

Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works). 2318. 

Demand No. 23 (Indian Postal and Telegraph Department). 2009- 
34, 2054-2101. 

Demand No. 24 (Indo-European Telegraph Department includ- 

ing Working Expenses). 2315. 

Demand No 25 (Interest on Debt and Reduction or Avoidance of 
Debt). 2315. 

Demand No. 26 (Interest on Miscellaneous Obligations). 2315. 
Demand No. 27 (Staff, Household and Allowances of the Governor 
General). 2315. 

Demand No. 28 (Executive Council). 1911-73, 1975. 

Demand No. 29» (Legislative Bodies). 2316. 

Demand No. 30 (Foreign and Political Department). 2316. 
Demand No. 31 (Home Department). 2316. 

Demand No. 32 (Public Service Commission). 2316. 

Demand No, 33 (Legislative Department). 2316. 

Demand No. 34 (Department of Education, Health and Lands). 
2316. 

Demand No. 35 (Finance Department). 2317. 

Demand No. 36 (Separation of Accounts from Audit). 2317. 
Demand No. 37 (Commerce Department). 2317. 

Demand No. 38 (Army Department). 2202-40. 

Demand No. 39 (Department of Industries and Labour). 2317. 
Demand No. 40 (Central Board of Revenue). 2317. 

Demand No. 41 (Payments to Provincial Governments on account 
of administration of Agency subjects). 2317, 

Dematid No. 42 (Audit). 2318. 
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BUDQET-^contd, 

Qeneral — contd. 

Demands for Grants— cow 

Demand No. 43 (Administration of Justice). 2318. 

Demand No. 44 (Police). 2318. 

Demand No. 45 (Ports and Pilotage). 2318. 

Demand No. 46 (Survey of India). 2318. 

Demand No. 47 (Meteorology). 2318. 

Demand No. 48 (Geological Survey). 2318. 

Demand No. 49 (Botanical Survey). 2319. 

Demand No. 50 (Zoological Survey). 2319. 

Demand No. 51 (Archaeology). 2319. 

Demand No. 52 (Mines). 2319. 

Demand No. 53 (Other Scientific Departments). 2319. 

Demand No. 54 (Education). 2319. 

Demand No. 55 (Medical Services). 2320. 

Demand No. 56 (Public Health). 2320. 

Demand No. 57 (Agriculture). 2320. 

Demand No. 58 (Civil Veterinary Services). 2320. 

Demand No. 59 (Industries). 2320. 

Demand No. 60 (Aviation). 2320-21. 

Demand No. 61 (Commercial Intelligence and Statistics). 232L 
Demand No. 62. (Emigration — Internal). 2321. 

Demand No. 63 (Emigration — External). 2322. 

Demand No. ?54 (Joint-Stock Companies). 2322. 

Demand No. 65 (Miscellaneous Departments). 2322. 

Demand No. 66 (Indian Stores Department), 2322. 

Demand No. 67 (Currency). 2322. 

Demand No. 68 (Mint). 2322. 

Demand No. 69 (Civil Works). 2322. 

Demand No. 70 (Superannuation Allowances and Pensions). 2323. 
Demand No. 71 (Stationery and Printing). 2323. 

Demand No. 72 (Miscellaneous). 2323. 

Demand No. 73 (Kefunds). 2323. 

Demand No. 74 (North-West Frontier Province). 2323. 

Demand No. 75 (Baluchistan). 2323. 

Demand No. 76 (Delhi). 2324 
Demand No, 77 (Ajmer-Merwara). 2324. 

Demand No. 7S (Andamans and Nicobar Islands). 2324. 

Demand No. 79 (Tlajinitnna). 2321. 

Demand No. 80 (Central India). 2321 
Demand No. 81 (Hyderabad) 2324 

Demand No. 82 (Expenditure in Ennb'^nd— Seer^'K y nf S'att^ 
for India). 2325. 

Demand No. 83 (Expenditun* in Fngland High Commissioner 

for India). 2325 

Demand No. 84 (Capitxl Outlay on Security Printing). 2325. 
Demand No. 85 (Forest Capital Outlay). 2325. 

Demand No. 86 (Irrigation). 2325. 

Demand No. 87 (Indian Posts and Telegraphs). 2325. 

Demand No. 88 (Indo-Europeafi Telfegrapli). S32B. 

Demand No. 89 (Capital Outlay on Currency Note Printing Press). 

2326. 



6i INDEX TO LEOISIiATlVB ASSEMBLY DBBATB0* 

BUDGET — concld. 

General — con id. 

Demands for Grants — contd» 

Demand No. 90 (Oapital Outlay on Vizagapatam Harbour). 2326. 
Demand No. 91 (Commuted Value of Pensions). 2326. 

Demand No. 92 (New Capital at Delhi). 2326. 

Demand No. 93 (Interest-free Advances). 2326. 

Demand No. 94 (Loan and Advances bearing luterest). 2327. 

General Discussion of the . 1679-1642, 1661-1727. 

Introduction of the for 1927-28. 1468-72. 

Messages from His Excellency the tGovernor General regarding dates 

for the presentation of the to the Council of State and the 

Legislative Assembly for the subsequent stages in respect there- 
of in the two Chambers. 979. 

Bailway — 

Demand No. 1 (Railway Board). 1194-1225, 1226-48, 1261-1300, 1316- 
74. 

Demand No. 2 (Inspection). 1374-79. 

Demand No. 3 (Audit). 1393. 

Demand No. 4 (Working Expenses : Administration). 1393-1440. 
Demand No. 5 (Working Expenses : Repairs and Maintenance and 
Operations). 1440-50. 

Demand No. 6 (Companies’ and Indian States’ Share of Surplus 
Profits and Net Earnings). 1450. 

Demand No. 7 (New Construction). 1451. 

Demand No. 8 (Open Line Works). 1451. 

Demand No. 9 (Appropriation to Depreciation Fund). 1450. 
Demand No. 10 (Appropriation from Depreciation Fund). 1451. 
Demand No. 11 (Miscellaneous). 1451. 

Demand No. 12 (Appropriation to the Reserve Fund). 1451. 
Demand No. 14 (Strategic Lines). 1451. 

Demand No, 15 (Strategic Lines). 1452. 

General Discussion of the . 1129-90. 

Introduction of the for 192’7-28. 980-88. 

Message from His Excellency the Governor General regarding dates 

for the presentation and discussion of the . 531-32. 

Question re adjustment of the amount shown against abandoned 

nrojc'cts in the Explanatory Memorandum on the for 1927-28. 

2916-17. 

BUILDING(S)-^ 

Question total expenditure on Gk>veinment in New Delhi. 789-90. 

BUJRUKDIGHI-- 

Question re location of post office in a central village. 1738-39. 

BUNDER ABBAS— 

Question re contributions to the maintenance of aerodromes at Bushire 
and Charbar. 1308-06. 

BUNGALOW(S)- 
Question rc— 

Assessment of rent for officers’ and clerks’ quarters in New 

Delhi. 2865. 

Electric bulbs- in quarters and in New Delhi. 621. 

Rents for quarters and — in New Delhi. 520-21. 
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BURDWAN- 
Question re— 

Motor service between — - and Sehara Bazar. 2416-17. 

Overworked clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices 
at . 721. 

BURDWAN, MAHARAJA OF- 

Question re speeches delivered by the in England. 1037-38. 

BURGfLARY(IES)- 
Question re — 

/Prevention of at stations on the South Indian and the Madras 

and Southern Mahratta Railways. 950. 

Theft and in New Delhi. 349. 

BURMA- 

Question re — 

Annual additional expenditure to be incurred for services in as 

a result of the recommendations of the Lee Commission. 2467. 
Burmanisation of Departments under the Government of India in 
. 351. 

Chinese Advisory Board of . 2458. 

Connection of Akyab with the main railway line in Burma. 2585. 

Export duty on rice and petroleum cess in . 2458. 

Number of Imperial Officers serving in in 1918 and 1926. 2466. 

Opening of new branches of the Imperial Bank of India, etc, 

2248. 

Prohibition of the slaughter of ^attle for the meat trade in . 790. 

Proportion of Muhammadans in the subordinate Accounts, Customs, 

Posts and Telegraph Departments in . 350. 

Railway between India and . 351. 

Total amount of revenue realised from — - in 1924-25. 2467. 
BURMANISATION- 

Question re of Departments under /Government of India in 

Burma. 351. 

BURMA RAILWAYS- 

See under '‘Rail way (s).” 

BUSHIRE- 

Question re contributions to the maintenance of aerodromes at , 

Bunder Abbas and Charbar. 1305-06. 

BUSINESS— 

See under "Statement of Business.’^ 

BUTARI- 

Question re construction of railway from Batala v^a and Patti 

to Lahore. 625. 

BUXAR- 

Question re running of a shuttle train from to Mokameh on the 

East Indian Railway. 2423. 
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CADET(S)— 

Question m training of on the training ship ‘‘Dufferin’\ 2501 92. 

CALCUTTA- 
Question re — 

Allowances of officers of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway transferred 
to . 2050. 

Amount of conveyance allowance paid to Inspectors of Post Offices 
in Madras, Bombay and . 2849-50. 

Contract with Messrs. Garage k Co., Madras, for the conveyance of 
mails in . 2910. 

Discontent in the Customs Service in . 707-08. 

Disposal of the Foreign Parcel Mail in the General Post Office, . 

* 2407. 

Employment of leave reserves in the Registration and P-irc'el Depart- 
ments of the General Post Office, . 2409. 

Extension of the principal of recruitment for post offices in and 

Bombay to adjacent revenue divisions. 2164-65. 

Grant of overtime allo\^ance for work in connection with the disposal 

of the inward foreign parcel mail in the General Post Office, . 

2408. 

Increase in losses of parcel bags and insured articles during the regime 
of Mr. C. D. Rae, Presidency Postmaster, . 2408 09. 

Judgments of the High Courts of , Allahabad and Madras regard- 

ing Brahmani bulls. 2241. 

Late delivery in of articles posted in villages 8er\cd by the 

Chotkhand Post Office. 2415. 

Location of the Railway Board in Delhi, Bombay or — . 1518. 

Number of clerical staff and Inspectors transferred from lAicknow to 

from the different head offices of the East Indian Railway. 

2050. 

Overland Express between Bombay and . 2454-55. 

Removal of the railway offices from Lucknow to . 166. 

Rent for office buildings for the Traffic Audit Office of the East Indian 
Railway at . 2051. 

Savings effected by the contract system of conveyance of mails in 
. 2410. 

Transfer of certain offices of the East Indian Railway from Lucknow 
to . 2051-52. 

Transfe)* of the Imperial Record Department from to New Delhi. 

1389. 


CALCUTTA GENERAL POST OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Number of clerks employed in each Department' of the — — , etc. 
2853. 

Number of selection grade appointments in the correspondence depart- 
ment of the . 2851. 

CALCUTTA POSTAL AUDIT OFFICE— 

Ste under 'Tostal Audit Office, Calcutta.'' 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEBIBLY DEBATES. 


55 


CALCUTTA PREVENTIVE SERVICE— 

Question re supersession in the . 708«09. 

CALCUTTA TELEGRAPH CHECK OFFICE- 

Set under “Telegraph (Engineering) Office, Calcutta/^ 

CALCUTTA TELEGRAPH (ENGINEERING) OFFICE- 
Set under “Telegraph (Engineering) Office, Calcutta’'. 

“CALIFORNIA”, S.S.— 

Question re requisitioning by the Army Department of third class 
accommodation on the . 729. 


CANADA--^ 

Question re — 

Civil aviation schools in Australia, and Japan. 1501-02. 

Contributions of India, Great Britain, Australia, , South Africa 

to the League of Nations. 942-43. 

Purchase at cheap rates in Malabar of timber of the quality supplied 
by and Australia. 1391. 

CANDIDATE(S)— 

Question re advisability of removing restrictions regarding the use of 
conveyances by for election. 298. 

CANTEEN SERVICE— 

Question re for British troops in India. 2337. 

CANTONMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Annual expenditure on fund office establishment in third class 

. 2872-73. 

Fund net receipts aJid expenditure for 1925-26 in lespeet of 

without elected or nominated boards. 2872. 

Qualifications of persons entrusted with the preparation of assessment 
list in . 2873. 

CANTONMENT ACT— 

See under “Act(s)”. 

OANTONMENT AUTHORITY— 

Question re— 

Action of the in Peshawar in regard to Bungalow No. 2, Roos 

Eeppcl Lane. 2590. 

Functions of the Assessment Committee appointed by the.* under 

section 68(3) of Act II of 1924. 2443. 

t 

<3ANTONMENT BAZAR- 

Question re street names in area of Hyderabad Sind. 195. 

CANTONMENT BOARD(S)- 

Question re transfer of the power of trying cases under the -Cantonment 

Act to magistrates unconnected with . 2590. 
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CANTONMENT FUND- 
Question re — 

Annual expenditure on office establishment in third clays canton- 

ments. 2872-73. 

net lecoipts and expenditure for 1926-26 in respect of canton- 
ments without elected or nominated boards. 2872. 

CAPITAL AND REVENUE ACCOUNTS— ^ 

Question rc n.aintenance of separate for branch linese built on 

the guarantee of Local Governments 2918. 

CAPITAL AT CHARGE— 

Question re transfer of rupees three crores on account of rolling stock 

from the of commercial lines to the of strategic lines. 148- 

49. 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE— 

Question re deficient earnings on — on State Railways. 212. 

CAPITAL OUTLAY ON CURRENCY NOTE PRINTING PRESS— 

Budget Demand for 2326. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of 640 

CAPITAL OUTLAY ON SECURITY PRINTING— 

Budget Demand for 2325. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ‘‘ “ 630. 

CAPITA!. OUTLAY ON VIZAGAPATAM HARBOUR- 
Budget Demand for ** 2326. 

CAREER(S)- 

Question re publication of information relating to in Governrr-.enC 

service. 515-16. 

CARETAKERS— 

Question re — 

for the Secretariat Buildings and the Council House in New 

Delhi. 2763-65. 

Number of in charge of the Government of India and Council 

Buildings in Simla and Delhi. 2765. 

CARRIAGES— 

Question re cost of various types of in use on the Railways. 2432- 

33. 

CASH CERTIFICATE(S)- 

Question re advertising of unclaimed postal . 183-84. 

CASH OVERSEERS— 

Question re reduction of the pay of in the postal service. 1821. 

CASTING VOTE— 

of Mr. President given to Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar’s motion 

to omit amendment No. 1 in Part II of Schedule IT to the Indian 
Finance Bill. 2659. 
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CASTOR CAKE— 

Question re — 

and cake dust sold yearly at the Manauri workshop on the East 
Indian Railway. 1480. 

Disposal oi and cake dust at Manauri station on tho East Indian 

Railway. 1480. 

Places on the different Railways where or cake dust is available^ 

1480. 

Price of and cake dust. 1480. 

CASUAL LEAVE-- 

Question re of postmen and menials in Post Offices. 953. 

CATTLE— 

Question re prohibition of the slaughter of for the Burma meat 

trade. 790 

CATTLE BREEDING- 

Question re cows slaughtered for food and 397-98. 

CAVALRY SQUADRONS— 

Question re formation of Territorial , etc. 2253-54. 

CAWNPORE HARNESS AND SADDLERY FACTORY— 

Question re purchase of law hides for the 2858-59. 

CENSORSHIP- 

Question re of telegiani.^ to the Members of the Legislature regard- 

ing the recent situation at Kharagpur. 1577. 

OENSUS- 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of “ 623 24 

CENTRAL ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RAILWAYS— 

Election of members for the . 532. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the . 303. 

Question re subjects laid before the . 1897. 

Result of the election of members to the Panel for the . 546. 

CENTRAL ART INSTITUTE- 

Question re establishment of a at Delhi 2422 

CENTRAL BOARD OF REVENUE— 

Budget Demand for “ ”. 2317. 

CENTRAL DRAWING COLLEGE, LAHORE— 

Que‘ition n names of candidates sent to the and the Medical College 

Lahore, for training 2180*81 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT— 

Question re — 

Holidays in the offices under the in the Provinces.- 1515. 

Revision of the leave and pension rules of inferior servants employed 
under the . 1654. 
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CENTKAL HAJ COMMITTEE- 
Question re • 2338. 

CENTRAL INDIA— 

Budget Demand for ‘‘ 2324. 

CENTRAL INDIA AGENCY— 

Question n annual income and expenditure of the Miinpur Parga^ia in 
the . 2040. 

CENTRAL MILITARY PENSION AUDIT OFFICE- 
Question re formation of a . 1614. 

CENTRAL PROVTNCES- 
Question re — 

Cbnstruction of a metre gauge railway between Bilaspur and Mandla in 
the , 528-29, 530. 

Critical condition of agriculturists in certain parts of the , 

Bombay and Madras. 712-14. 

CENTRAL PUBLICATION BRANCH— 

Question re qualifications of Mr. Godlei, Manager of the . Vn6-97. 

CENTR^AL REVENUES, ACCOUNTANT GENER.\L- 
Question re — 

Additional staff for reorganisation work in the othce of the . 

2782-83. 

Recruitment of clerks in the Office of the . 2783-84 

CERTIFICATE(S)— 

Question 

Grant of a to Dr. Ram Kishan, private medical practitioner of 

Pattoki, for services rendered by him to injured passengers duiing 
the collision at Harpa. 802. 

Grant of a permanent unrestricted Auditor’s to Mr. C. M. Siva 

Prakasam. 2242. 

CEYLON- 

Questiori re. annual reports of the agents in and the States 

regarding thSk moral and material progress of Indian emigrants 1038- 
39. 

CHAIRMAN(MEN)- 

Message from H. E. the Viceroy appointing Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy to be 

of the Legislative Assembly. 1. 

Nomination to the Panel of . 171. 

CHAKIA- 

Question re railway line from to Karnowl on the Bengal and 

North-Western Railway. 519. 

CHALISGAON-- 

Question re rash act of a soldier at 


station. 154-55 
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'CHALMTRS, Mk, T. A.— - 
Oath of Office.^ 1301. 

€HAMAN LALL, Mr. 

Budget Demand for ‘'Army Department.’’ 2289-97, 2304. 

Currency Bill- 
Motion to consider. 1778. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2545. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of— 

“Audit”. (Railways.) 2830-32. 

“Aviation.” 1115 20. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-28 2679. 

Indir»n Finance Bill- 

Motion to agree to the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2954. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2714-15. 

Indian Mines (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 2835-37, 2838-39. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 976, 1021-2d, 1026-27. 

Motion to 1 educe the Budget Demand for “Aimy Department.” (Gen- 
eral policy and expenditure.) 2275, 2283. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department” (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates) 2018-24. 
Motion to lediice the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Departiiicrit” (Policy pursued by the Department in general). 2012. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railw’ay Board” (Apnorntraent 
of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid fndianisation 
of the Railway Services). 1221. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Grievances 
of .subordinate railway emplo^^ees). 1338, 1341. 

Oath of Office. 183. 

Question rc — 

Action taken on tlie lecominendations of the Indian A.n\ih*ar 5 md 
Territorial Forces Committee. 2844. 

Advance ef a house building loan to Mr. G. Zakria Khin, an officer 
of the North Western Railway. 2907. 

Advance of house building loans to railwray employees. 2907. 
Allegations against Mr. Govindan Nair, acting head clerk of the Nilgiri 
Postal Division. 2848 

AlloAvances to telegraph peons during sickness. 1128. 

Amount of conveyance allowance paid to Inspectors of Post Offices in 
Madras, Bombay and Calcutta. 2849-50. 

Amount of house rent granted to telegraph peons wher? no quarters 
are provided. 1124. 

Amdlint of pension paid to the Director General, Posts and Tele- 
graphs, on retirement after full service. 1126-27. 

Amount of pension paid to telegraph peons after 32 years’ service. 
1126. 

Annua! cost of repairs to railway wagons. 795. 

Article in the Muslim Outlook regarding the formation of a. White 
League in New Zealand. 2846. 
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CHAMAN LALL, Mu.--eontd. 

Question re — contd* 

Articles it» the Muslim Outlook regarding the pitiable condition of 
Mr. Salaman, a native of Amritsar, now resident in Auckland, New 
Zealand. 2845. 

Article under the caption ‘‘Savings Bank Departments^ in the Septem- 
ber issue of the general letter of the Madras Circle Postal Union. 
2852. 

Boycott by Australian seamen of ships intended for China. 879-30. 
Classihcation of telegraph peons as menials. 1123. 

Clothing supplied to telegraph peons. 1127-28 
Construction of new railway stations on State Railways. 797. 

Cost of an “At Home“ given to Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan, Assistant’ 
Audit Officer, North-Western Railway. 2905. 

Cycle allowance of telegraph peons. 1124. 

I Delivery by telegraph peons of messages beyond a five mile radius. 
1125. 

Delivery of coal purchased for State Railways. 794. 

Delivery of “C.Q.’' telegrams by telegraph peons. 1128 
Despatch by the self-governing Dominions of troops to China. 880. 
Difference between attached and subordinate offices of the Government 
of India. 2846-47. 

Eligibility of telegraph peons for gratuities and pensions. 1125 
Employment of the Indian Army outside India. 1654. 

Engineering contracts on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 791- 
92. 

Expenditure on the despatch of Indian troops to China 2338-39. 
Expenditure on the erection of workshops for State and Company- 
managed Railways. 798. 

Expenditure on troops sent out of India. 873 

Grant of three days^ allowance to the outdoor staff attending the 
“At Home” to Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan, Assistant Audit Officer, 
North-Western Railway. 2906-07. 

Inadequacy of the number of selection grade appointments in the 
j^adras General Post Office group. 2853-54. 

Increase of the establishment of the correspondence department of the 
Madras General Post Office. 2850-51. 

Indians in the traffic or loco, service drawing salaries of more than 
Rs. 1,000 a month. 799. 

Larger use of British typewriters in Government offices ^^45. 
Minimum pay of telegraph peons. 1124. 

Names of Members of the Railway Board who have retired during 
the last eight years. 799. 

Number and cost of wagons purchased in India and abroad since 1910- 

20. '79H.99 

Number rf Bills certified by the Governor General during 1924-26, etc. 
799-800. 

Number of clerks employed in each department of the'* Calcutta, 
Bombay and Madras General Post Offices, etc. 2853. 

Number of Indians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians drawing salaries of 
more than Rs. 350 a month on State Railways. 799. 

Number of selection grade appointments in the correspondence depart- 
ment of the Calcutta, Bombay and Madras General Post Offices. 
2851. 
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OHAMAN LALLf Mb. — contd. 

Question re — contd* 

Number of town sub-offices in Madras city which justify selection 
grade appointments. 2863. 

Office hours of Muslims in the office of the Deputy Accountanl Gen- 
eral, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi, during the Ramzan. 284?-44. 

Payments made to Consulting Engineers for State Railways in respect 
of fees, inspection charges, etc. 793. 

Payments to telegraph peons for the delivery of telegrams 1128. 

Promotion of postmen to the rank of assistant postmasters. 1128. 

Provident fund for telegraph peons. 1125. 

Provision of electric fans in the Post Offices in Madras City. 2t'54. 

Provision of electric fans in the Railway Mail Service office in Madras, 
etc. 2849. 

Punishments inflicted by Lieut. Shujut Ali, Superintendent, Railway 
Mail Service, Division. 2854. 

Purchase by the Government of India about the time of the Armistice 
of American wagons destined for Russia. 792. 

Purchase of coal for Railways. 794. 

Qualifications of Mr. Golder, Manager of the Central Publication 
Branch. 796-97. 

Refund of a sum of money recovered from Mr. K. V. Ramiah, a postal 
clerk in the Nilgiri Division. 2847-48. 

Reduction of the allowance per message paid to telegraph peons. 
1124-25. 

Reduction of the purchases for railways made by the Director General 
of Stores in London. 795-96. 

Remarks of the Raven Committee regarding loeomoiive boilers and 
rolling stock. 795. 

Removal of the Flower Bazar Post Office in Madras to a more suitable 
building. 2850 

Revised scale of pay of the Subordinate Accounts Service, Civil and 
Postal and Telegraph Audit Offices under the Auditor General. 
2843. 

Sanction of additional staff for the Savings Bank Department of the 
Madras General Post Office. 2852-53. 

Scrapping of locomotives and wagons in use on railways. 795. 

Solpction of candidates for appointment in the second grade, Superior 
Traffic Branch, Telegraph Department. 2844. 

Settlement of outstandings with the War Office. 802. 

Strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 970-73. 

Strike on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1249-50 

Suoersession of Senior Travelling Ticket Examiners of the North 
Western Railw ay. 2904-05. 

Time-test of the Railway Mail Service. 2848. 

Tiavelling Ticket Examiners of the North-Western Raih<iy. 2906 06. 

Unserviceable underframes on the North-Western Ry. 793 

Weekly Payments Bill. 800. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Caretakers for the Secretariat Buildings and the Council House in 
New Delhi. 2764. 

Contributions of India, Great Britain, Australia, Canada and South 
Africa to the League of Nations. 942-43. 
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CHAMAN LALL, Mr.--cohM. 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Devanagr.* script on silver coins. 515. 

Electric fans in third class railway carriages. 2761, 2762. 

•ixpenditiire on the Rojal Commission on Agriculture. 27TC‘. 

Inadequafe pa> of the lowest staff on the Bengal Nagf*ur and South 
Indian Railways. 386. 

Introduction of legislation regarding the machinery for settling 
labour, disputes 710. 

Memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satvcndr? Chandra 
Mitra, a political detenu. 2856. 

New buildings for the office of the High Commissioner fo^* India in 
London. 2772. 

Number of Indians employed in the Secretariat of tlie League of 
Nations and the International Labour Office. 944. 

Participation ot 36 clerks of the postal department, Ravvalpindi, in 
an electi’on campaign of a particular candidate for the Legislative 
Assembly. 2245, 2246. 

Provision of medical facilities for the ^^ives and children of Indian 
' troops in the New Delhi Cantonment. 2911. 

Recruitment of Indians to the Superior Services from the Provincial 
Services. 336. 

Selection of experts for the Economic Conference to be held under the 
auspices of the League of Nations. 712 

Speech of the Maharaja of Benares regarding the Reforms 510 

Strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railw.ty. ftiT 885 

Training of Indian boys for the Royal Indian Navy. 7SS 

Transfer of locomotives from the North Western Railwav to other 
State worked Railwavs 2912. 

Wheeler’s contiact for railway bookstalls. 196 97 

Resolution rc — 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 457, ^69 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract 050 61. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill- 

Motion to consider. 899. 

Consideration of clause 3. 1096-99. 

CHAMP AD ANGA--^ 

Question rp construction of a Railway from to Tnrakeshwar 1733 

CHANDAUSI— 

Question rp railw’ay training school at . 1907-08 


CHANDIL-BARKAKHANA RAILWAY- 
Scr under ''Railways”. 

CHAPLAINS- 

Question rp number of Roman Catholic attached to the Army in 

India. 2450-51. 

CHARBAR- 

Question rp contributions to the maintenance of aerodromes at Bu-,hire, 
Bunder Abbas and 1305-06. 
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CHAKGE ALLOWANCE- 

Questioii re — drawn by upper division men holding charge of a 
Eoutine Section or Issue Branch in the Government of India »Secre- 
tariat. 2519. 

CHARITABLE PURPOSES— 

Question re assessment to income-tax of amounts paid by their customers 
to commission agents for . 2447-48. 

CHARSADDA— 

Question re construction of a railway from to Swabi in the 

Peshawar District. 2403 

CHATTKRJliE, Babu JIBAN LAL— 

Question re early release on medical grounds of , a political detenu. 

1817-18. 

CHATTKRJEE, Babu SATCHIDANANDA— 

Question re grant of advance increments in the time-scale to — of the' 
office of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs. 742-43. 

CHAT1ERJEE, Ain. A. R.-~ 

Question re appointment of Messrs. H. Ganguly and to act as* 

8uperintendents of Po^t Offices in the Bengal and Assam Circle. 
2415. 

CHAUKIDARS— 

Question rc appointment of - - for Indian Clerks^ Quarters in New 
Delhi. 2460. 

CHECKERS OE THE INLAND SECTION— 

Question re distinction between and pairers of the Pairing Section 

1049-50. 


CHEQUES— 

Question re abolition of stamp duties on . 327. 

CHERAMBADI- 
Question re — 

Inspijction of the post office at by the Superintendent of Post 

Offices, Nilgiii Division. 1729-30. 

Stoppage of increment of the Siib-Postmtister of the Post Office 
at . 1730-31. 

CHETTY, AIr. R. K SHANAIX^KKAAl— 

Cuirency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2 2391 93. 

Consideration of clause 4 2111, 2118-22 

Consideration of clause 5. 2496-97. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2545 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of “Indian Posts and TeU*- 
graphs Department.^’ 616, 617. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

“Aviation”. 635, 1565-67. 

“Stamps.” 627. 
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OHETTY, Mb. B. K. BHANMUKHAM-contd. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 65. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1668-71, 1720. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1164-66. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 82-86. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2642-43. 

Motion for Adjournment re despatch of Indian troops to China. 53. 
Motion for Adjournment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 545. 

Motion for Adjournment to call attention to the decision of the Govern- 
ment of India not to publish the Report of the Indian Deputation to 
Fiji. 401-02. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board’’ (Appoint- 
pient of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid Indiani- 
sation of the Railway Services). 1216. 

Moticn to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board ^Separa- 
tion of Railway from General Finance). 1278-79. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses : 

Administration” (Railway) (Over-employment of Europeans in new 
posts created and vacancies filled). 1436-37. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses : 

Administration” (Railway) (Supervision and the charges claimed under 
that head ) 1406. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: 

Repairs and Maintenance and Operation” (Railway) (Repairs and 
raairtenance charges of rolling stock). 1440-43, 1444. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 312. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question /r grant of a permanent unrestricted Auditor’.*; certificate to 
Mr. C. M. Siva Prakasam 2242. 

Question (Supplementary) /r — 

Co-option of members of the Standing Finance Commitloe for Rail- 
ways as members of Railway Advisory Committees. 879. 

Indian representation on the Fiji Legislative Council. 370. 

Inferior quality of stationery supplied to Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 1387. 

Names, qualifications, period of service and posts now filled by the 
three most senior Indians in the Railway Service. 816. 

New buildings for the office of the High Commissioner lor India in 
London. 2772, 2773. 

Number of Indians employed in the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations and the International Labour Office. 943-45. 

Opening of a Government stationery office in the Council House for the 
sale of Government publications to non-official Members. 812-13. 
Publication of the Report of the Fiji Deputation. 357. 

Resolution re treatment of the Santhal Parganes as a backward tract. 
667 . 
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CHETTY, Mb. E. K. SHAifMUEHAM— concW. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

MoMc»n to re-commit to Select Committee. 757-63, 

Motion to consider. 894. 

Consideration of clause 2. 928-930, 1070. 

CHIEF AUDITOR, NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY- 

Question re increase in the number of Sikhs employed in the Offices of 
the Agent and the . 964. 

CHIEF CLERK(S)- 

Question re of the Divisional Offices of the East Indian Railway. 

715-16. 

CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF DELHI— 

Question re employment of Mussalmans in the office of the . 167- 

68 . 


CHIEF COURT JUDGES- 

Question re total strength of High Court and , showing number of 

Muhammadans. 281-82. 

CHIEF JUSTICE OF HIGH COURTS— 

Question re appointment of Vakils as . 2035. 

CHIEF MINING ENGINEER— 

Question re salaries of the and his Staff. 146. 

CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF BRANCH- 

Question re non-employment of Indians in certain sections of the . 

1741-42. 

CHIEF STOREKEEPERS, STATE RAILWAYS- 
Question re . 1043. 

CHILDREN’S PROTECTION BILL— 

See under ‘^Bill(s)”. 

CHINA- 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy disallowing the motion of 
Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar to move the Adjournment of the House 

to discuss the question of the despatch of Indian troops to . 76. 

Motion for Adjournment re despatch of Indian troops to . 51-55, 76. 

Question re — 

Arrangement for the married families of British regiments to . 

1655. 

Boycott by Australian seamen of ships intended for . 879-80. 

Charges of the employment of a contingent by the Government of 

India in the military operations in . 278. 

Despatch by the Self-governing Dominions of troops to . 880. 

Expenditure on the despatch of Indian troops Ib . 2338-39. 

Movement of troops to in 1926. 203. 

Number of steamers chartered for the despatch of troops to . 

2108. 

Statement by Mr. G. M. Young re expenditure on the despatch of troops 
to . 2792. 
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CHINESE ADVISORY BOARD OP BURMA- 
Question r« the . 2458. 

CHITBAL- 

Question re refusal to grant a passport to Sardar Milap Singh, a news- 
paper agent of Peshawar city, to proceed to , 1736. 

CHOTA NAGPUR DIVISION— 

Question re — 

Number of post offices in the . 2514. 

Payment for land acquired for the Chandil-Barkakhana Railway in the 
. 1736. 

Treatment of the as a backward tract. 610. 

CHOTKHAND POST OFFICE- 

Question re late delivery in Calcutta of articles posted in villages served 
by the . 2415. 

CHR!rSTIAN(S)- 
Question re — 

Indiap ~ in Ecclesiastical Department. 433. 

Indian in the superior grades of the Railway, Posis and Tele- 

graphs and Customs Services. 1743. 

CHUNDER, Mr. NIRMAL CHUNDER— 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration of the Bill sine die, 2959-60. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of section 115)— 
Motion to consider. 413-14. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1718-19. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 2949- 
50. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Sections 20 and 
21 )- 

Motion to omit clause 2. 323-24. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department^' (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2058-59. 
Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the lower efficiency bar examination for upper division 
clerks of Postal Accounts Offices. 1818. 

Action taken by Government on Resolution No. 12 of the Conference of 
Indian Postmen. 1820. 

Additional duties performed by village postmen in the Punjab, 1821- 

22 . 

Allowance to postmen for additional work in connection with the 
foreign mails. 1820. 

Counting by postmen of acting or temporary service towards pay, 
pension, etc. 1820. 

Early release on medical grounds of Babu Jiban Lai Chatterjee, a 
Political detenue. 1817-18. 
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OHUNDER, Mr. NIRMAL CHUNDER— 

Question re—contd. 

Expenditure incurred in giving effect to the recommendations of the 
Lee Commission. 1643. 

Grant of compensatory house rent allowance to the clerks of the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department. 1643-44. 

Grievances of clerks of Accounts Offices. 1643. 

Increments of postmen of the Howrah and Alipore head offices. 1820. 
Leave reserve for postmen. 1821. 

Pay of postmen appointed as clerks. 1819. 

Promotion of inferior postal servants to appointments of postmen. 
1822. 

Promotion of postmen to the clerical cadre. 1819. 

Provision of suitable family quarters for postmen. 1818-19. 

Reduction of the pay of cash overseers in the postal service. 1821. 
Replacement by clerks of the reader postmen at the Delhi head office. 
1821. 

Time limit for complaints regarding non-delivery of registered articles 
and money orders. 1822-23. 

Translation of the Post Office ]\Ianual into the principal vernaculars. 
1822. 

Travelling allowance of overseers in the postal service. 1822. 

Uniforms of postmen, overseers and reader postmen. 1819-20. 
Resolution 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 481, 492. 

Salaries of the two Members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2804. 

CHURCH— 

Question re grant of facilities for the erection of a Roman Catholic 

in New Delhi. 1742. 

CINEMA— 

Question re travelling on the Great Indian Peninsula Raih’^ay. 875- 

76. 

CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS- 

Question re control over the public exhibition of . 2247. 

CIVIL ACCOUNTS OFFICE(S)— 

>SVc under ‘^Accounts Office(s)’'. 

CIVIL AND MILITARY STATIONS- 

Question re improvement of the road which links the in the Gallis 

with Murree. 2182. 

CIVIL AUDIT OFFICE(S)— 

^ee under ^‘Audit Office(s)”. 

CIVIL AVIATION— 

^ee under ‘‘Aviation’’. 

CIVIL AVIATION SCHOOLS- 

Question re in Australia, Canada and Japan. 1601-02. 

FJJ 
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CIVIL DEPARTMENT- 
Question re — 

Apportionment of the shares of the Post Office Department, the Tele- 
graph Department and the of the revenue derived from the sale 

of postage stamps. 1832-33. 

Employment of officers of the Indian Army in . 1485-86. 

CIVIL MEDICAL SERVICE— 

Question re constitution of the and the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

SS'Z-SS. 

CIVIL SERVICE(S)- 

Question re representation of Muslims in the in Madras. 2424. 

CIVIL SERVICE REGULATION(S)— 

Question re sanction of special pensions under Article 924 (a) of the . 

' 1744, 1744-45. 

CIVIL VETEKINARY SERVICES- 
Budget Demand for 2320- 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of ‘‘ 622-23. 

CIVIL WORKS— 

Budget Demand for 2322. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ 637-38. 

CIVILIAN APPRENTICE STORE-HOLDERS— 

Question re in Indian Arsenals. 947-48. 

CIVILIAN CLERKS— 

See under ^*Clerk(s)^\ 

CLASSIFICATION- 

Question re of administrative and ministerial officers of the Postal' 

Department. 2522. 

CLEARING HOUSE SCHEME FOR STATE RAILWAYS— 

Question re . 2049. 

CLERK(S)- 
Question re — 

Abolition of the lower efficiency bar examination for upper division 
clerks of Postal Accounts Offices. 1818. 

Appointment of a Hindu as Second in the Office of the Superin- 

tendent of Education, Delhi. 2179-80, 2181. 

Case of Babu Bivas Chandra Mitra, a in the office of the Director 

General, Posts and Telegraphs. 742. 

Counting of service for increments in the time-scale of pay of Assis- 
tants and in the Government of India Secretariat. 2864-65. 

Counting of temporary services of post office — — towards increments. 
345. 

Educational qualifications of Lala Bhim Sen, second — - in the office of 
the Superintendent of Education, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara. 2786. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 69 

€LERK(8)'-contd. 

Question re-^contU. 

Grant of advance increments to in the Post and Telegraph 

Accounts Department. 2165, 2171. 

Grant of allowances to postal for posting interest in the Savings 

Banks Ledgers. 720-21. 

Grant of compensatory house rent allowance to the for the Posts 

and Telegraphs Department. 1643-44. 

Grant, of concession of counting deputation allowance towards pension 

to the of the Military Accounts Department invalided in the 

Great War. 1744. 

Grant of privilege leave to Deputy Assistant Controllers, accountants 
and of the Military Accounts Department. 1514. 

Grievances of of Accounts Offices. 1643. 

Grievances of second division of the Army Department and the 

Army Headquarters. 2404-05. 

Hindu and Muslim in the office of the Divisional Superintendent, 

North-Western Hailway, Delhi. 171. 

Increments of postal and postmen. 2518. 

Muslim in the office of the Accountant-General, Central Revenues. 

2867. 

Muslim in the office of the Auditor-General. 2867. 

Muslim in the office of the Director-General, Posts £ind Telegraphs. 

2868. 

Muslim in the office of the Divisional Audit Office, North-Western 

Railway, Delhi. 170. 

Number of and leave reserve whose services were dispensed 

with by Lieut. -Colonel W, A Smith, Superintendent of Pbst Offices, 
Nilgiri Division. 727. ‘ 

Number of employed in each Department of the Calcutta, Bombay 

and Madras General Post Offices, etc. 2853. 

Number of Muslim and Accountants in the office of the Accountant 

General, Railways. 2868. 

Overworked in the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices at 

Burdwan. 721. 

Participation of 36 of the Postal Department, Rawalpindi, in an 

election campaign of a particular candidate for the Legislative 
Assembly. 2245-47. 

Pay and prospects of the in the Imperial Records Department. 

1389-90. 

Pay of postal in the Madras Circle, etc. 2518. 

Pay of postmen appointed as . 1819. 

Pay of reference . 1049-50. 

Pensions of certain civilian who proceeded on field service overseas 

with the Indian Expeditionary Forces. 1744. 

Percentage of leave reserves provided for postal and for postmen 

and lower grade staff. 2517-18. 

Percentage of Mussalman in the office of the Audit Officer, Indian 

Stores Department. 2426. 

Petitions of aggrieved of the office of the Director General of 

Posts and Telegraphs. 742. 

Recoveries from the travelling allowance bills of certain in the 

office of the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs. 1047-48. 
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CLERK(S)— co/jc/^. 

Question re — concld. 

Recruitment of in the office of the Accountant-General, Central 

Revenues. 2783-84. 

Refund of a sum of money recovered from Mr. K. V. Ramiah, a 
postal in the Nilgiri Division. 2847-48. 

Refusal of privilege leave to accountants and in the Military 

Accounts Department. 1514. 

Replacement by of the reader postmen at the Delhi head office. 

1821. 

Resident attached to Departments of the Government of India. 

2864. 

Retention of leave reserve in his office by the Superintendent of 

Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 727-28. 

Revision of the pay of lower division employed under the Ac- 

' countant-General, Posts and Telegraphs. 2866. 

Technical military in Army Headquarters. 2515. 

Total amounts of salaries drawn by the Hindu and Muslim in the 

office of the Divisional Audit Officer, North-Western Railway, Delhi. 
171. 

Transfers of and accountants of the Military Accounts Depart- 

ment. 1513-14. 

Transfers of Inspectors, postmasters, and leave reserve from 

the Nilgiri Division. 723-24. 

Travelling allowance of drawing salaries of Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 in 

the Income-tax Offices in the United Provinces. 2855. 

Withdrawal of the personal allowance of accountants and of the 

office of the Field Controller of Military Accounts, Poona. 1512-13. 

Withdrawal or stoppage of increments of and accountants in 

Military Accounts Offices. 1513. 

CLERICAL APPOINTMENT(S)~- 
Question re — 

Reservation of in Army Headquarters for soldiers and ex-soldieis. 

2516. 

Restriction of to First Division matriculates by the Chief Auditor, 

North-Western Railway. 383. 

CLERICAL CADRE- 

Question le promotion of postmen to the . 1819. 

CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENT— 

Question 7r— 

Grant of pension, provident fund or gratuities to the of tho 

Auxiliary and Territorial Force units. 1742. 

Proportion of Muslims in the of the office of the Commissioner, 

Northern India Salt Revenue. 2168-69. 

CLERICAL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Appointments in the and as probationers in the Subordinate 

Accounts Service under the Accountant General, Central Revenues 
2185. 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims in the in the Government 

of India Press, Aligarh. 2170-71. 
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CLEBICAL STAFF- 

Question re — 

Grant of allowances for work on Sundays and holidays to the 

of the office of the Deputy Mechanical Engineer, Jamalpur. 1830. 

Grant of an additional allowance to the of the office of the Com- 

mercial Manager, East Indian Bailway. 2050. 

Number of and Inspectors transferred from Lucknow to Calcutta 

from the different head offices of the East Indian Bailway. 2050. 

Office hours of the of the East Indian Bailway stationed at 

Jamalpur. 716. 

Pay of the in the different circles under the Postmaster General, 

Punjab. 622-23. 

CLOTH- 

Question re rates charged by Railways on khaddar^ Indian mill-made 
and foreign piece-goods. 1491-92. 

CLOTHING— 

Question re supplied to telegraph peons. 1127-28. 


CLOW, Mr. a. G.- 
Oath of Office. 5. 

COAL— 

Question re — 

Consumption of Indian or foreign on railways. 436. 

Delivery of purchased for State Railways. 794. 

Purchase of for Railways. 794. 

Purchase of for State Railways. 2432. 

COAL INDUSTRY- 

Question rc improvement of the present condition of the . 2781-8^. 

COAL TRADE— 

Question re — 

Depression in the in Bihar and Orissa. 2329. 

Traffic improvements to facilitate the . 332. 

COASTAL TRADE- 

Question re powers of the Indian Legislature to enact laws for the reser- 
vation of the of India to Indian vessels. 1192-93. 

COASTING TRADE- 

Question re employment by ships engaged on the of wireless opera- 

tors. 1824. 

COASTING VESSELS- 

Question re number of owned by Indians. 1192. 

COATMAN, Mr. J.— 

Irdian Finance Bill- 

Motion to pass as amended. 2693. 

Oath of Office. 5. 
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COCAINE- 

Questic n m ])revention of importation of . 217 19 

COCANADA- 

Question re joining of the main line of the Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway from Pittapur to . 963, 

COCHIN STATE RAILWAY- 
See under ^ ‘Railway (s)’\ 

COCKE, Mr, H. G.— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Execution of Decrees and 
Orders) — 

Motion to circulate. 404-05. 

Currency Bill — 

Motion to pass as amended. 2534. 

Election of to the Public Accounts Committee. 103. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 66. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2614-15, 2617. 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2947-49. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department'^ (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates), 2061-62. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board" (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid Indiani- 
sation of the Railway Services). 1205-06, 1209. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board" (Policy 
followed in respect of the purchase of stores). 1267-68. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board" (Powers and 
formation of Advisory Committees). 1355-56. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Working Expenses: Adminis^ 
tration " (Railway) (Supervision and the charges claimed under that 
head). 1407. 

Oath of Office. 51. 

Question (Supplementary) re- 
Grant of protection to the match industry in India. 2176. 

Loosening of tiles in the Council House, New Delhi. 2333. 

Opening of a Government stationery office in the Council House for 
the sale of Government publications to non-official Members. 812-13. 
Regular issue of the Annual Report of the Postal Department. 1834. 
Thefts in New Delhi. 2767. 

Resolution re improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 685-86. 
Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to consider. 840. 

CODE- 

Question re Public Works . 1486. 

CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE- 

Question re rules framed by the High Courts under the . 166. 

CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under “ Bill(s)". 
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€ODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL (AMENDMENT 
OF SECTION 116)— 

See under Bill(s)”, 

CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL (EXECUTION OF 
DECREES AND ORDERS)— 

See under Bill(s)^\ 

CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (SECOND APPEALS) BILL— 

See under ** Bill(s)'^ 

COIMBATORE— 

Question re transfer of Mr. N. llamachandram, Honorary Secretary of 

the Branch of the All-India Postal and Railway Mail Service 

Union, from West to Gudakir. 729. 

COIMBATORE BAZAAR- 

Question re transfer of Mr. K. A. Parasaramiah, Sub-Postmaster, . 

1731-32. 

COINAGE— 

Question re total of rupees for 1920 to 1926. 297. 

COKE- 

Question re additional charge on soft . 333. 

COLLEGES— 

Question re telegraph training classes in schools and . 2407. 

COLLIERY(IES)- 

Question re railway . 150-51. 

COLLISION(S)— 

Question re — 

at Bhadrak on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2786-87, 2787-89. 

Grant of a certificate to Dr. Ram Kishan, private medical practitioner 
of Pattoki, for services rendered by him to injured passengers 
during the at Harpa. 802. 

COLONIAL OFFICE— 

Question re prevention by the British of the publication of the 

report of the Fiji Deputation. 1827. 

•COLONISATION— 

Question re — 

Andamans Settlement and of the Moplahs. 282-84. 

Policy of of Andamans by Moplahs. 194-95. 

COMBINED OFFICES— 

Question re Decrease in the amount of telegraph work done by . 

1834. 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, HIS EXCELLENCY THE- 
Budget Demand for “ Army Department 2292. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1624-28. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Army Department (General 
policy and expenditure). 2282-86. 
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COMMERCE DEPARTMENT- 

Budget Demand for ** 2317. 

Question tc number of meetings of the Standing Advisory Committee 
attached to the during 1925 and 1926. 2337. 

COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENTS OF STATE RAILWAYS— 

Question re inclusion of Railway Economics and certain other aubjecta^. 
in the examination for the . 1524. 

COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE AND STATISTICS— 

Budget Demand for 2321. 

COMMERCIAL LINE(S)- 

Question re transfer of Rupees three Crores on account of rolling stock 

from the capital at charge of to the capital at charge of strategic 

lines. 148*49. 

» 

COMMERCIAL MANAGER, EAST INDIAN RAILWAY— 

Question re grant of an additional allowance to the clerical staff of the 
office of the . 2050. 

COMMERCIAL SUBJECTS— 

Question re inclusion of in the Indian Audit and Accounts Service 

Examinations. 1523. 

COMMISSION AGENTS- 

Question re assessment to income-tax of amounts paid by their customers 
to for charitable purposes. 2447-48. 

COMMISSIONERS— 

v^uestion re reduction in the number of in the United Provinces. 

731-32. 

COMMISSIONER, NORTHERN INDIA SALT REVENUE— 

Question re proportion of Muslims in the clerical establishment of the 
Office of the . 2168-69. 

COMMISSIONER OF INCOME-TAX— 

Question re pay of the , Bombay. 1511. 

COMMITTEE(S)— 

Appointment of the on Public Petitions. 1579. 

Election of the Standing Finance . 2595. 

Election of the Standing Finance for Railways. 17-lS, 55. 

Motion by the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett for the election of the 

Standing Finance . 2339. 

Motion for the election of the Public Accounts . 7. 

Motion for the election of the Standing Finance . 6. 

Motion for the election of the Standing Finance for Railways. 6. 

Question re — 

Action taken on the recommendations of the Indian Auxiliary and 
Territorial Forces . 2844. 

Action taken on the recommendations of the Retrenchment . 433 

Action taken on the report of the Indian Deck Passenger . 2773- 

74. 
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COMMITTEE(S) — cojvtd. 

Question re — con td. 

Central Haj . 2338. 

■ appointed in 1922-24, copies of the Reports of which were supplied 
to Governraent but not placed in the Library of the Legislative 
Assembly. 2919. 

to inquire into conditions of embarkation at ports. 300. 

Date of the despatch of the views of the Government of India to the 
Secretary of State on the Report of the Auxiliary and Territorial 
Forces . 2406. 

Departmental Standing . 1737. 

Discussion of the Report of the Taxation Inquiry . 276. 

Economic Inquiry , 1925. 223. 

External Capital , 1925. 223-76. 

Haj at Karachi. 200. 

Local Advisory on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1576. 

Names of Members of the Advisory of the North Western and 

East Indian Railways. 1481 

Nomination of members of Advisory for State and other Railways. 

160. 

Number of Oriyas appointed to the Local Advisory on the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 1576-77. 

Publication of Skeen ’s report. 184-85. 

Publication of the Report of the Sandhurt . 1498-1600. 

Publication of the Report of the Skeen . 1383. 

Recommendations of the Economic Inquiry . 2048. 

Recommendations of the Indian Auxiliary and Territoiial Forces . 

2250. 

Recommendations of the Indian Mercantile Marine . 330, 1191. 

Remarks of the Raven regarding locomotive boilers and rolling 

stock. 795. 

Report of the Back Bay Reclamation . 158. 

Report of the Economic Inquiry . 2419 

Report of the Indian Auxiliary and Territorial Forces . 341-42. 

Represenfation of the Legislative Assembly on the Indian Central * 
Cotton . 810. 

Result of the election of the Standing Finance . 16-17 

Result of the election' of the Standing Finance , 1927-28. 2679. 


COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY- 

Question rc appointment of a Conciliation Board or in connection 

with the strike on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1504-05 

COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS— 

Presentation of the report of the to petitions relating to the Currency 

Bill. 1747, 2185. 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PETITIONS— 

Appointment of the . 1579. 

COMMUNAL ILL-WILL— 

Question re prevention of ^he spread of . 643. 
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COMMUNAL OUTBREAKS— 

Question re number of for each of the years 1900-1926. 1302-03. 

COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION— 

Question rc — 

Examination of system of . 216. 

Proportion of in Government service in the North West Frontier 

Province. 2593. 

COMMUTED VALUE OF PENSIONS— 

Budget Demand for “ 2326. 

COMPANIES^ AND INDIAN STATES’ SHARE OF SURPLUS PROFITS 
AND NET EARNINGS— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ‘‘ ” (Railways). 

2833. 

I 

COMPANIES’ AND INDIAN STATES’ SHARE OF SURPLUS PROFITS 
AND EARNINGS (RAILWAYS)— 

Budget Demand for 1450. 

COMPANY(IES)— 

Question re conversion of the super-tax on into a corporation tax. 

2175. 

COMPANY-MANAGED RAILWAy(S)— 

See under Railway(s)”. 

COMPANY RAILWAYS— 

See under Railway (s)”. 

COMPARTMENTS- 

Question re reservation of on the North Western Railway. 2594. 

COMPENSATION- 
Question re — 

Grant of to the motor drivers of the Calcutta General Post Office 

discharged after the introduction of the contract system of mail 
conveyance. 2410-11. 

Payment of to the lessees of certain houses in Poona taken 

possession of by the Government during the War. 2448-49. 

COMPENSATORY ALLOWANCE— 

Question re grant of a to selection grade postal officials at Poona. 

1522. 

COMPLETING CLERKS OF THE PAIRING SECTION— 

Question re differential treatment of tracers of the message room and 
the . 1049-50. 

CONCESSION(S)- 
Question re — 

for officers of Indian and non-Indian domicile on State Railways. 

380-81. 

Grant of to passengers purchasing second class return tickets on 

the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 810. 
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CONCILIATION BOARD--^ 

Question re appointment of a or Committee of Inquiry in connection 

with the strike on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1504-05. 

CONFERENCE(S)- 

Question re selection of Indian Delegates to the International Economic 
. 2107. 

Statement re settlement reached at the recently held in South 

Africa. 1052-57. 

CONGRATULATION(S)- 

to Mr. V. J. Patel on his election as President of the Legislative 

Assembly. 10-13. 

CONSTITUENCY(IESH 

Question re substitution of a suitable term to describe the general 

of the Legislatures. 1739. 

CONSULTING ENGINEER- 
Question re— 

Appointment of an Indian as to the Government of India in 

England. 952-53. 

to the Government of India in England. 952. 

Payment made to for State Railways in respect of fees, inspection 

charges, etc. 793. 

Total payments made to the to the State Railways during 1925-26. 

2035-36. 

CONTINGENT— 

Question re charges of the employment of a by the Government of 

India in the military operations in China. 278. 

CONTINGENT EXPENDTTURE- 

Question re better provision for in Post Offices. 346. 

CONTRACT(S)- 

Question re— ^ , .. 

between the Secretary of State for India and the railway com- 
panies working State Railways in India. 740. 

for the sale of articles on railway platforms on the Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 2429-30. 

for the supply of porters for Delhi railway station. 2785. 

^ith Messrs. Garage and Company, Madras, for the conveyance of 

mails in Calcutta. 2410. . 

Engineering on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 791-92. 

Expiry of the with Messrs. Rendel, Palmer and Tritton. 952^ 

Inspectors appointed to supervise the work of the coolie at Ddhi 

Junction. 2785-86. o. . t> -i 

Procedure as to placing of for handling goods on State Bailways- 

and amounts paid during 1925-26. 21^14. 

Wheeler’s contract for railway bookstalls. 195-97. 
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<30imiACT0R(S)- 

Question re procedure adopted by the North Western Railway in cases 
of alleged fraud by their and employees. 956. 

CONTRIBUTION(8)— 

Question re — 

by Government servants to the Khadi Fund. 2593. 

by Government to the Khaddar fund. 1909-10. 

by the Imperial Government to the Provincial Governments for 

the improvement of Agriculture and Industries. 873. 

by the P. k O. Coy. towards the new Bombay-Howrah Special 

1489. 

CONTROLLER OF MILITARY ACCOUNTS, PESHAWAR DISTRICT— 
Question re employment of Muslims in the office of the . 2588-89. 

CONTROLLER OF MILITARY ACCOUNTS, QUETTA— 

Question re expenditure on the construction of the building for the office 
of the . 2040-41. 

CONTROLLER OF PRINTING, STATIONERY AND STAMPS- 

Question re Muslim representation in the offices of the and the 

Deputy Controller, Central Printing Office. 2169-70. 

CONTROLLER OF STORES, EAST INDIAN RAILWAY— 

Question re dismissal of the . 961. 

CONVEYANCE(S)— 

Question re advisability of removing restrictions regarding the use of 
by candidates for election. 298. 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE— 

Question re amount of paid to Inspectors of Post Offices in Madras, 

Bombay and Calcutta. 2849-50. 

COOLY(IES)- 
Question re — 

Harassment of the travelling public by railway at Delhi Junction. 

2785. 

Recruitment of on the different railways. 2430. 

COOLIE CONTRACTOR— 

Question re Inspectors appointed to supervise the work of the at 

Delhi Junction. 2785-86. 

COONOOR- 

Question re allegations against the Superintendent of Post Offices, 
Nilgiri Division, in connection with his inspection of the Sub-Post 
Office, . 725-26. 

CO-OPERATIVE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re appointment of Muslims in the of the Delhi Province. 

2176-77. 
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CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY STSTEM- 

Question re opening of a Zamindars^ Bank on the in the Hazara 

district of the North-West Frontier Province. 1309-10. 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIESs— 

Question re— 

Number of Hindu and Muslim registered in the Delhi Province 

from the 1st August, 1926, to the 15th January, 1927. 2177. 

Reystrar, , Ajmer-Merwara. 2419. 

Rejection of the offer of a respectable gentleman of the Delhi Pro- 
vince to 'vork in an honorary capacity in the cause of 2177. 

COORGr— 

Question rc amalgamation of with the Madras Presidency and South 

Kanara with the Bombay Presidency. 280. 

COORG LABOUR ACT, 1926— 

See under ^‘Act(s)”. 

CORPORATION TAX- 

Question re conversion of the super-tax on Companies into a . 2175. 

COR RESPONDENCFr- 

Question re publication of certain between the Government of India 

and the Tata Iron & Steel Coy. 1521. 

CORRIDORS- 

Question re use of the of the Legislative Assembly by the public. 

712. 

CORRIGAN, Mr.— 

Question re retention of the services of in the Public Works De- 

^)artment. New Delhi. 2428. 

COTTON— 

Question re foreign and Indian . 811. 

COTTON PEST(S)- 

Question re introduction of into India. 810-11. 

COTTON TEXTILE TARIFF BOARD— 

Question re publication of the report of the . 1827-28. 

COTTON WASTE CASE- 

Question re reinstatement of Mr. M. D^Cniz and five other subordmates 

dismissed by the East Indian Railway in connection with the . 

960-61. 

COUNCIL BILLS— 

Question re and Telegraphic .Transfers drawn on India by ih§ 

Secretary of State. 152-53. 
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COUNCIL BUILDING(S>- 

Question rc number of caretakers in charge of the Government of Indian 
and in Simla and Delhi. 2765. 

COUNCIL HOUSE— 

Question re — 

Caretakers for the Secretariat Buildings and the in New Delhi. 

2763-65. 

Completion of the construction of the Secretariat and the in New 

Delhi. 521. 

Lowness of the dome and level of the . 363. 

Monthly cost of lighting the Secretariat and Buildings in New 

Delhi. 2513-14. 

Opening of a Government stationery office in the for the sale of 

Government publications to non-official Members. 812-13. 

f Visitors’ rooms in the , New Delhi, and the Assembly Chamber, 

Simla. 2331-33. 

COUNCIL OF STATE- 

Bills passed by the laid on the table. 746. 

Indian Forest Bill laid on the table as passed by the . 889. 

Message from the intimating that that Chamber had passed the 

Indian Finance Bill with an amendment to clause 2. 2920. 

Message from the intimating that that Chamber had passed without 

any amendments the Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill and the 
Indian Begistration (Amendment) Bill. 745. 

Message from the intimating that that Chamber had agreed with 

certain amendments to the Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill— 
(Amendment of Article 182 of Schedule I) and requesting the concur- 
rence of the Legislative Assembly in the amendments. 2052-53. 

Mes.sage from the intimating that that Chamber had agreed without 

any amendments to the Currency Bill. 2840. 

Message from the intimating that that Chamber had agreed without 

any amendments to the Steel Industry (Protection) Bill. 1578. 

Message fropi the intimating that the Societies Begistration 

(Amendment) Bill was passed by that Chamber with certain amend- 
ments. 1225. 

Message from the intimating the concurrence of that Chamber in 

the motion for the reference of the Gold Standard and Beserve Bonk 
of India Bill to a Joint Committee. 2841. 

Message from the intimating the concurrence of thait Chamber in 

the motion for the reference of the Imperial Bank of India f Amend- 
ment) Bill to a Joint Committee. 2841. 

Message from the recommending to the Legislative Assembly that 

the Indian Light House Bill be referred to a Joint Committee. 840- 
41. 

Sea Customs (Amendment) Bill and Bepealing and Amending Bill passed 
by the laid on the table. 2052. 

COUNCIL SECBETAKY(1E8)- 

Question re appointment of . 433. 

OOUNSELL, Mr. S. H.— 

Question re memorial of , late Deputy Magistrate of Bengal. 2329- 

30. 
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COUBT(S)- 

Question Tcr^ 

Creation of a Second Divisional and Sessions for the Kobat, 

Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan Districts. 2400. 

Creation of Separate District and Sessions for the various 

districts of the North West Frontier Province. 2400. 

Creation of separate JDivisional and Sessions in Hazara and the 

Mardan Sub-Division of the Peshawar District. 23l?;9. 

COURT OF INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE AT THE HAGUE— 

Question re admission of the United States of America to the . 

1676-70. 

COW(S)- 

Question re — 

-r — slaughtered for food and cattle breeding. 397-98. 

Export of , oxen and Brahmini bulls. 1831. 

CRAWFORD, Colonel J. D.— 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1620-22. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1153-55. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs” (Ruling as to 
assessment of duty on imported paper). 1986-87, 1988. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Executive Council” (Attitude 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1946-47, 
1948, 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board * (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid Indiani- 
sation of the Railway Services) 1208, 1231-32. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Reduction 
of freight on petrol). 1370-72, 1373. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Point of order raised by the Honourable the Home Member on Mr. S. 
Srinivasa Iyengar’s motion to omit the Budget Demand for “Railway 
Board”, as to whether an amendment should be a purely negathe one. 
1196. 

Question re — 

Arrangements for the married families of British regiments sent to 
China. 1655. 

Divorce law in India, 738 

Late arrival of the English mail steamers at Bombay. 702-04. 
Method of dealing with appeals, petitions and memorials addressed to 
the Governor General in Council. 1824. 

Rebates received from shipping companies on passages booked by Gov- 
ernment for its officials. 737. 

Recruitment to the Army in India Reserve of Officers. 705-06. 
Vacancies in the ranks of King’s commissioned officers of the Indian 
Army open to British officers. 704-05. 

Question (^Supplementary) re Government action against rise in 
P, and O. passenger fares. 203. 

Resolution re release of the Bengal detenus. 480-81. 

CRIME- 

Question re in New Delhi. 629. 
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CRIMINAL LAW REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL- 
See under 

CULTIVATORS-- 

Question re creation of small colonies of in forest areas in the North 

West Frontier Province. 2042-43. 

CUMBUM-KALAHASTI RAILWAY- 
See under “Railway(s)'\ 

CURRENCY— 

Budget Demand for 2322. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ 637. 

QuesEion 

Issue of emergency to the Imperial Bank of India 8S2 83. 

Net expansion or contraction of in each of the years 1920-26, 

> 1302. 

Total deflation of since the 1st April 1926. 883-85. 

CURRENCY BilL— 

See under ‘^Bill(s)*’. 

CURRENCY COMMISSION— 

Question re access to written statements before the . 183. 

CURRENCY NOTE PRINTING PRESS- 

Budget Demand for ‘‘Capital outlay on 2326. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Capital Outlay on 
640. 

CUSTOMS— 

Budget Derjand for “ 1975-2008. 

Question re Indian Christians in the superior grades of the Railway, 
Posts and Telegraphs and services. 1743. 

CUSTOMS APPRAISER(S)- 

Question re Sikh Customs Inspectors and Customs Appraisers. 966-67. 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re proportion of Muhammadans in the in Burma. 350. 

CUSTOMS DUTY- 

Question re on sugarcane boiling pans. 1036 

CUSTOMS INSPECTOR(S)- 

Question re Sikh and Customs Appraisers. 76G C7. 

CUSTOMS SERVICE- 
Quostion re — 

Discontent in the in Calcutta. 707-08. 

ProportioTi of Muhammadans in the superior — ^ 349. 

CUSTOMS SERVICE ASSOCIATION— 

Question re — 

Recovery of subscriptions from members of the . 954 

Withdrawal of official recognition from the . 709. 
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CUT(S)~ 

Question *re sctioi^ on token or censure in Budgets in 1924, 1925 and 

1926. 435. 

CYCLE ALLOWANCE- 

Question.r^ of telegraph peons. 1124. 

CYPHER BUREAU— 

Question rc euiployment of Indians in the of the Foreign and Poli- 

tical Department. 1741. 


D 


DABGARI GATE— 

Question rt Muslim graveyard outside in the Peshawa : Cantonment. 

2587-88. 

DAIRY EXPERT— 

Question re — 

Imperial in Bangalore. 872, 

Researches conducted by the Imperial at Bangalore 2422 23. 

DALAL, Sir BOMANJI— 

Oath of Ofr<^e. 1729. 

DAS, Dr. TARAK NATH- 

Question re trial and conviction of in the United States of 

America. 161-62. 

DAS, Mr. B.- 

Demand for an excess grant in respect of * ^Indian Posts and Telegraph 
Department’ ’ . 615-16. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ‘^Aviation*’. 634, 636- 
37. 

Election of to the Public Accounts Committee. 103. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2607. 

Consideration of Part IT of Schedule III. 2671 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2700, 2708, 2733, 2734, 2736. 

Indian Mines (Amendment) Bill — • 

Motion to circulate. 2837. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs” (E.xport duty ou 
rice). 2000-01. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department” (Division of portfolios and non-appointment of a Mem- 
ber for Communications). 2085. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department’' (Indo-Ceylon cables). 2101. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department’* (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2055-58, 
2075-2076. 
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DAS Mr. B. — contd. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Railway Board 

(Appointment of Indians as Members of the Railw^ay Board and rapid 
Indianisation of the Railway Services). 1243. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board 

(Grievances of subordinate railway employees). 1291. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Salt”. (Manufacture of salt 
on the Orissa coast.) 2191-95, 2196. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses : Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Over-employment of Europeans in new posts 
created and vacancies filled). 1433. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re — 

Collision al Bhadrak on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 27S6-87, 2787. 
Contribution by the P. & O. Company towards the new Bombay- 
Howrah Special. 1489. 

Dangerous condition of the Assembly Chamber, New Delhi. 2679. 
Local Advisory Committees on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1576. 
Manufacture of wagons and locomotives in the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway Workshop at Ajmer. 1490-91. 

Nomination of a lady member to the Legislative Assembly. 735-36* 
Number of Oriyas appointed to the I^ocal Advisory Committees ott 
the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1576-77. 

Number of wagons placed on the line in each year from 1919-20. 1490. 
Number of wagons purchased for State Railways since. March 1923*. 
1490. 

Purchase of goods wagons. 1489-90. 

Purchase of locomotives, 1489. 

Wagon requirements of State Railways. 1490. 

Question (Supplementary) 

Appointment of Vakils as Chief Justices of High Courts. 2035. 

Article in the Hindustan Twus^ dated the 7th February 1927, entitled 
“Life in Raisina”. 2766. 

Critical condition of agriculturists in certain parts of the Central Pro- 
vinces, Bombay and Madras. 713. 

Decision of the Privy Council in the case of Ganesh Lai v. Khatra 
Mohan Mahaptra. 1497. 

Employment of officers of the Indian Army in Civil Department. 1486^ 
Expenditure on the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 2770. 

Faulty construction of the Cquncil House, New Delhi. 2332. 

Formation of an Advisory Committee for the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
at Nagpur. 879. 

Promotion from the Provincial Civil Service to the Indian Civil Service 
in Bihar and Orissa. 337. 

Recruitment of clerks in the office of the Accountant General, Central 
Revenues. 2784. 

Recruitment of the staff of the Railway Board by the Staff Selection 
Beard and the Public Service Commission. 1493. 

Recruitment to the Army in India Reserve of Officers. 706. 

Reduction of the expenditure of the India Store Department, London. 
1901-1002. 

Biot in the district of Backargunj in Bengal. 1658. 
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DAS) Mb. H-^(yncld, 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 971-972. 

Strike on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1505. 

Subjects discussed at the annual conference of financial representa- 
tives held at Delhi on the 15th November, 1926. 1906-07. 

Supply by the Government of India of electric energy to the Delhi 
Electric Tramways and Lighting Company. 2044. 

Training of Indians in aviation. 1503. 

Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Qriya-speaking tracts. 552, 555, 562 60, 577. 
Improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 682-85. 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 455. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 585, 643, 
647, 654. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill- 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 118-21, 127. 

Motion to consider. 914. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1001-1004, 1088-92. 

Consideration of the Title and Preamble. 1100-01. 

DAS, Pandit NILAKANTHA— 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigration, 

612. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 16. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2565. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2571-2572. 

Consideration of Part I of Schedule II. 2630-32. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2645, 2666-67. 

Motion to amend Part II of Schedule II. 2666-67. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of sections 2*) and 
21 )- 

Motion to omit clause 2. 324. 

Madras Salt (Amendment) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2879-81. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^‘Railway Board*' (General 
control and supervision, Indianisation, regulation of capital expendi- 
ture, etc.). 1369-70. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Salt". (Manufacture of salt 
on the Orissa coast) 2190-91, 2196. 

Oath of OfTiice. 1. 

Question re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 355. 

Assistance afforded by the Bengal Nagpur Railway to illiterate third 
class passengers regarding their luggage. 732. 

Attendance of Messrs. S. C. Mitra and S. C. Bose at the Legislative 
Assembly and Bengal Council, respectively. 356. 

Collision at Bhadrak on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2787-89. 
Control Department, Bengal Nagpur Railway. 354. 

' Discontent among employees of the Bengal Nagpur Railway at 
Kharagpur. 731. 

Effect of the reduction scheme on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. .*>55; 
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DAS, PANDIT NILAKANTHA--€ontd, 

Question re — contd. 

Inclusion of the History of English Literature as an optional subject 
for the Indian Audit and Accounts Service Examination. 1497. 
Indian Head Train Controllers on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 354» 
Travelling ticket inspectors on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 7S1>32. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriyanspeaking tracts. 1905*1906. 

Government subsidy to Reuters and other News Agencies. ^3. 
Mussalmans elected by special or mixed electorates. 221. 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in the Police Force of 
the North-West Frontier Province and Delhi, 2778. 

Strike on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1505. 

Resolution re — 

, Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 546-52, 555, 563, 571-74, 
575, 577. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 536, 646- 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 895. 

DAS, The Honourable Mr. S. R. — 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Section 
115)— 

Motion to consider. 416-17. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Article 182 of Sche- 
dule J) — 

Consideration of clauses. 540, 541. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 840. 

D’CRUZ, Mr. M.— 

Question re — 

Dismissal of , late offg. Stoves Superintendent, Howrah, East 

Indian Railway. 959-60. 

Indebtedness of the East Indian Railway to . 961. 

Re-instatement of and five other subordinates dismissed by the 

East Indian Railway in connection with the cotton waste case. 960^- 

61 . 

DEAD LETTER OFFICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Delay in the payment of arrears of pay to the officials of the 

Bengal. 2414. 

Opening of a at Patna. 1577. 

Time-test of the work of . 2414. 

•DEBATES^ 

Question re expeditious distribution of Legislative Assembly to 

purchasers. 348. 


DEBT- 

Budget Demand for interest on and reduction or avoidance of i. 

2375. 
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DECAUVILLE LIGHT KAILWAY- 
See under ''Kailway(s)^\ 

DECCAN-- 

Question re exemption of 2nd and 3rd class sardars of the under 

the Indian Arms Act. 191. 


DE CRUZ, Mr. F. W.— 

Question rc cc; (lection by , officiating Postmaster, Ootacamund, of 

public donations for *‘the JTew Post Office Building House Warming 
Function.” 728-29. 

DEFENCE FORCE BTLL- 
See under ‘*Bill(s)”. 

DEFENCE FORCE ORDINANCE- 

Question re the in Kenya. 1824. 

DEFERRED REBATES- 
Question re • 2454. 

DEHRA DUN- 
Question re — 

Number of students at the Royal Military College at . 2431 

Training College for railway officers at . 2244-45. 

DEHRA ISMAIL KHAN— 

Question re — 

Conveyance from Tank by the Decauville Light Railway of passengers 
bound for . 1828-29. 

Creation of a second Divisional and Sessions Court for the Kohat, 
Bannu and Districts. 2400. 

Sale of certain Government land to Nawab Ahmed Na^vaz Khan of 
. 1828. 

DELEGATE(S)— 

Question re — 

Indian to the International Labour Conference. 1475-77. 

Selection of Indian to the International Economic Conference. 

2107. 

DELHI— 

Budget Demand for “ 2324. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ”. 039. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the system of police licences for Hindu funeral proces- 
sions in . 2514. 

Admission of Doolies and Palanquins to the platforms at railway 

station. 168-69. 

Application of the Sikh Gurdwara Act to Sikh Gurdwaras in . 

2421. 

Appointment of a Hindu as second clerk in the office of the Super- 
intendent of Education . 2179-80, 2181. 

Contracts for the supply of porters for the railway station at — 
2785. 
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DErLHI*— 

* Question re — 

Educational qualifications of Lala Bhim Sen, second clerk in the 

office of the Superintendent of Education, and Ajmer-Merwara. 

2786. 

Establishment of a Central Art Institute at . 2422. 

Grant of gratuities to the families of the two employees of the Gov- 
ernment of India (Press, killed in a recent accident in the 

Press. 2426. 

Hindu and Muslim clerks in the office of the Divisional Superinten- 
dent, North-Western Railway. 171. 

Issue of tickets to third class passengers at the railway station, . 

2430. 

Location of the Railway Board in Bombay or Calcutta. 1518. 

Move of the Government of India between Simla and . 1518. 

Muslim clerks in the office of the Divisional Audit officer, North- 

’ Western Railway, . 170. 

Mussalman officers employed in the office of the Railway Board at 
. 1036. 

Number of caretakers in charge of the Government of India; and 
Council buildings in Simla and . 2765. 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in the Police Force 
of the North-West Frontier Province and . 2777-78 

Number of Mussalmans employed in the Government of India Press, 
— . 2426. 

Period of the stay of the Government of India in . 2863. 

Provision of intermediate class accommodation between and 

Bhatinda on the Metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway. 803. 

Provision of search lights on engines between and Bhatinda on 

the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 745. 

Replacement by clerks of the reader postmen at the head office, . 

1821. 

Representation of Muslims in the Government of India Press — , 
2170. 

Running of an express train between Howrah and via Jamalpur. 

1830-31. 

Sanction of a grant for the Moyyad-uMslam Orphanage and Middle 
School, 2180-2181. 

Subjects discussed at the annual conference of financial representa- 
tives held at on the 15th. November, 1926. 1906-07. 

Supply, free of charge, of assessment orders in respect of income-tax 
to assessees in . 2446. 

Total amounts of salaries drawn by the Hindu and Muslim clerks 
in the office of the Divisional Audit Officer, North-Western Railway, 
. 171. 

Tramway Between the city of and New Delhi. 519. 

DELHI DIVISION— 

Question re Muslims in the Audit Office, North-Western Railway. 2171. 

DELHI EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION- 

Question re number of Mussalmans in the . 2177, 2181. 
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PELHI ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS AND LIGHTING COMPANY- 

Question re supply by the Government of India of electric energy to 
the . 2043-44. 

DELHI JUNCTION- 
Question re — 

Harassment of the travelling public by railway coolies at . 2*785. 

Inspectors appointed to supervise the work of the coolie contractor 
at - — . 2785-86. 

DELHI, NEW- 

Question re better: police supervision for . 384, 398. 

DELHI PRESS- 

Question re proposition statement of the . 2427. 

DELHI PROVINCE- 
Question re — 

Amalgamation of the Meerut Division with the . 1826-27. 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the Education Department of the 
. 2178-79, 2181. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Co-operative Department of the . 

2176-77. 

Award of scholarships to students of the depressed classes of the . 

2180, 2181. 

Education of Muhammadans of the . 2178, 2181. 

Emplo 3 rment of Mussalmans as teachers in Municipal and District 

Board Schools in the . 2178, 2181. 

Grants to Muhammadan Schools in the . 2178, 2181. 

Mussalman representative of the — — in the Legislative Assembly. 
1305, 

Number of Hindu and Muslim Co-operative Societies registered in 

the 'from the 1st August 1926 to the 15th January 1927. 2177. 

Paucity of Muslim teachers in the . 2180, 2181. 

Rejection of the offer of a respectable gentleman of the to work 

in an honorary capacity in the cause of Co-operative Societies. 
2177. 

Representation of Muslims in the Education Department of the 

2181. 

DELHI SADAR- 

Question re repairs to the booking office and waiting room at 

station. 2789. 

DELHI UNIVERSITY— 

Question re Election of Mussalmans to the Court of mapagement of 
the . 1478. 

DEMAND(S) FOR GRANTS- 

Point of order raised by the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett that a 

convention should be established that no cuts in a should be of 

such a size as to deter all other motions. 1915. 

^ Question re Order in which should be brought before the Assembly 

atid the ventilation of grievances in voting the Demands. 2523. 
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DEMAN D(S) FOR GRANTS— 

Remarks re order of the debate on — . 1747-48. 

Ruling by Mr. President that no motion for the omission of a wholes 

either, in the Railway or ‘General Budget is admissible, and 

that all motions for the reduction of a no matter what the* 

amount is, are technically in order unless they take the form for the 

entire omission of the . 1914. 

See also under '^Budget.’’ 

DEMAND FOR EXCESS GRANT(S)— 

. 613-17. 

Demands for Supplementary Grants . 627-40. 

for ^'Appropriation from the Reserve Fund'' (Railways). 2834. 

for ‘'Audit" (Railways). 2827-33. 

for “Companies and Indian States share of surplus Profits and 

Net Earnings" (Railways). 2833. 

for “Open Line Works" (Railways). *2834. 

for “Strategic Lines" (Railways). 2834. 

in respect of “Aviation'’. 1115-20, 1525-1573. 

in respect of Miscellaneous expenditure. 2955. 

DEOGHAR-DUMKA RAILWAY— 

See under “Railway(s)." 

DEOLALI- 

Question re closing of the rest camp for British troops at . 145-46:. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS- 
Budget Demand for “ ". 2316. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ 631. 

DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR— 

Budget Demand for “ ". 2317, 

Motion for the election of a Panel for the Standing Committee to" 

advise on subjects in the . 1058-59. 

Postponement of the further consideration of the motion for the elec- 
tion of a Panel for the Standing Committee to advise on subjects ii> 
the . 2967. 

Question re amalgamation of the Public Works branch with the . 

2435-36. 

“DEPARTMENTAL ENQUIRY"— ' 

Question rr definition of in the case of Government servants ap- 

pointed on State Railways. 954. 

DEPARTMENTAL STANDING COMMITTEES- 
See under “Standing Committee(B)." 

DEPOT LINES, KARACHI- 
Question re — 

Exclusion of the from the limits of the Karachi (Cantonment. 

734. 

Refusal to allow owners of properties in the — to build or rebuild 
on their plots. 734-35. 
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DEPRECIATION FUNDS— 

Question re of the Postal and Telegraph Department and. the? 

Railway Department. 2915-16. 

DEPRECIATION RESERVE (RAILWAYS)- 

Question re amount of the that should have been built up fromj 

the revenues of past years. 2916. 

DEPRESSED CLASSES- 

Question re award of scholarships to students of the in the Delhi> 

Province. 2180, 2181. 

DEPUTATION ALLOWANCE- 

Question re grant of the concession of counting tow^ards pension 

to the clerks of the Military Accounts Department invalided in the* 
great war, 1744. 

DEPUTY ACCOUNTANT GENERAL, POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, 
DELHI— 

Question re office hours of Muslims in the office of the during the 

JRamzctn. 2843-44. 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT CONTROLLER— 

Question re grant of privilege leave to accountants and clerks of 

the Military Accounts Department. 1514. 

DEPUTY CONTROLLER, CENTRAL PRINTING OFFICE- 

Question re Muslim representation in the offices of the Controller of" 
Printing, Stationery and Stamps and the . 2169-70. 

DEPUTY MECHANICAL ENGINEER, JAMALPUR— 

Question re grant of allowances for work on Sundays and holidays tO’ 
the clerical staff of the office of the . 1830. 

DEPUTY POSTMASTER GENERAL- 
Question re — 

Pay of a Personal Assistant to a Postmaster General promoted to the 
rank of a . 1739. 

Proportion of the appointments of and Personal Assistants to 

Postmasters General to Postal Divisions in the different postal 
circles. 626-27. 

DEPUTY POSTMASTER GENERAL, RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE, 

A MB ALA- 

Question re number of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in* 
the office of the Postmaster-General, Punjab and North-West Frontier 
Circle, and the . 964. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT, Mr.- 
Election of . 301-03. 

Election of Maulvi Muhammad Yak'ab as . 303. 

Message from H. E. the Viceroy signifying his approval of the election' 

of Maulvi Muhammad Yakub as of the Legislative Aasembly. 

441. 
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DEPUTY PBESIDENT, ME.-contd. 

Huling by that an Honourable Member could not read a letter 

written by another Member, especially when the Honourable M^ber 
who wrote the letter was himself present in the House. 2385. 

Buling by that the motion to circulate a Bill which has been passed 

by the other chamber cannot be made. 2884. 

DEPUTY TBANSPORTATION SUPERINTENDENT (TRACTION), 
GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY- 
Question re — . 950-51. 

•DETENUS- 
Question re — 

Allowances of political . 512-13. 

Bengal . 222-23. 

Health of political . 513-14. 

Memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satyendra Chandra 

Mitra, a political . 2856-58. 

Release of Bengal . 2175. 

Release of political in Bengal 1042. 

Resolution re release of the Bengal , 442-507. 

Statement laid on the table showing the names of in jail under 

the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 1050-52. 

Statement regarding Bengal . 2462-63. 

DEVANAGRI SCRIPT- 

Question re on silver coins. 515. 

DHANBAD— 

Question re conversion df the sub-division into the district of — 

610-11. 

DINING SALOONS— 

Question re provision of internTediate class compartments and — on 
trains running between Madras and Mangalore. 707. 

DIPAVALI DAY— 

Question re to be holiday in Government Telegraph OflSces. 290. 

.DIRECTOR GENERAL, POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS- 
^ Quest? on re — 

Amount of pension paid to the on retirement after full service. 

1126-27. 

Case of Babu Bivas Chandra Mitra, a clerk in the office of the . 

742. 

Grant of advance increments in* the time-scale to Babu Satcheda- 

nanda Chatterjee of the office ot the . 742-43. 

Muslim clerks in the office of the . 2868. 

Officers employed on special duty for long periods in the office of the 
. 1037. 

'Paucity of Muslims in the Department of the . 2868. 

Pay of the subordinate staff of the office of the . 1044-47. 

Petitions of aggrieved clerks of the office of the . 742. 
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DIRECTOR GENERAL, POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS-co/i<d. 

Question re — contd. 

Powers of the to sanction expenditure in connection with the- 

pay and prospects of his staff. 741-42. 

Recoveries from the travelling allowance bill® of certain clerks in* 
the office of the . 1047-48. 

Representations to the regarding the pay of subordinates. 345- 

340. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF STORES, LONDON— 

Question re reduction of the purchases for railways made by the . 

795-96. 

DIRECTOR OF AUDIT, UNITED PROVINCES— 

Question re collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordinate* 
staff to meet the cost of a farewell party to Mr. H. B. Rau, . 721. 

DIRECTOR OF CONTRACTS— 

Question r<f— 

Economics effected in the purchase of military stores by the .. 

1648. 

Purchase of stores by the . 1657. 

DIRECTOR OF CONTRACTS, MILITARY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re . 1659. 

DISABILITIES- 

Question re removal of the of Indians in Fiji. 813, 813-14. 

DISCOUNT- 

Question rr allowed to Government on the purchase of agricultural 

implements manufactured by British firms. 2521. 

DISMISSAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault and of Sukhlal, an employee of the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway Workshop at Kharagpur. 1740. 

Frequent on the Oudh and Rohilkhund section of the East Indian 

Railway. 1484. 

of Mr. Wells, Chief Controller of Stores, East Indian Railway. 

210 . 

on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1740. 

on the East Indian and the iGreat Indian Peninsula Railways. 

955. 

Powers of of Divisional Superintendents on Railways. 2758-59. 

Powers of Superintendents of Post Offices in connection with appoint- 
ments and of subordinates. 726. 

Procedure to be followed before the of its employees by the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 2779. 

Rules governing the of employees on State and Company manage<f^ 

Railways. 2790. 

DISTRICT BOARD(S)— 

Question re feeder railway and tramway development. 391-98; 
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DISTRICT BOARD OF PESHAWAR- 

Question re transfer to Government of roads administered by the 

2402 - 03 . 

.DISTRICT BOARD SCHOOLS- 

QuSbtion re — 

Employment of Mussalmans as teachers in Municipal and in the 

Delhi Province. 2178, 2181. . 

Provincialisation of and Municipal Board Schools. 2786. 

DISTRICT AND SESSIONS COURTS- 

Question re creation of separate for the various districts of the 

North-West Frontier Province. 2400. 

DISTRICT AND SESSIONS JUDGES- 

Qucjjtion re proportion of Muhammadan in Bengal and the Punjab. 

350 . 

DITCH(ES)- 

Question re filling up of near railway embankments. 529-30. 

DIVISIONAL AND SESSIONS COURT- 

Question re creation of a second for the Kohat, Bannu and Dera 

Ismail Khan Districts. 2400. 

DIVISIONAL AUDIT OFFICER, NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY, 
DELHI- 
Question re-- 

Muslim clerks in the office of the . 170. 

Total amount of salaries drawn by the Hindu and Muslim clerks in 
the office of the . 171. 

DIVISIONAL COURTS- 

Question re creation of separate and Sessions Courts in Hazara 

and the Murdan sub-division of the Peshawar District. 2399. 

DIVISIONAL OFFICES (EAST INDIAN RAILWAY)- 
Question* re Chief clerks of the . 715-16. 

DIVISIONAL SUPERINTENDENT, NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY, 
DELHI- 

Question re Hindu and Muslim clerks in the office of the . 171. 

DIVISIONAL SUPERINTENDENTS ON RAILWAYS- 
Question re powers of dismissal of . 2758-59. 

DIVORCE LAW— 

Question re in India. 738. 

DOME(S)- 

Question re— 

Expenditure on the demolition and reconstruction of the of the 

Northern Block in the New Delhi Secretariat. 2127-28. 

Lowness of the and level of the Council House. 362. 
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DOMINIONS-- 

Question re despatch by the self go^rerning of troops to China. 

880. 

DONOVAN, Mr. J. T.- 

Indian Finance Bill- 
Motion to pass as amended. 2684. 

Oath of Ofl&ce. 5. 

Resolution rc treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 
654-59. 

DOOLIE S- 

Question re admission of and palanquins to the platforms at Delhi 

railway station. 168-69. 

DRABAND- 

Question re widening of the road from Fort Sandeman towards . 

1829. 

DRIVER(S)- 
Question re — 

Number of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian and guards on 

the Bombay, Baroda and Central India, Great Indian Peninsula, 
East Indian and North-Western Railways. 1521. 

Pay of Indian on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1645. 

Prohibition of Indian guards and from running mail and pas- 

senger trains. 294. 

DRUG{S)- 

Question re — 

Importation of dangerous . 945-46. 

Indigenous . 2452. 

"'DUFFERIN'^— 

Question re training of cadets on the training ship . 2591-92. 

DUNNETT, Mr. J. M.- 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ^‘Staff, Household and 
Allowances of the Governor GeneraP*. 630. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Article 182 

of Schedule I) — 

Motion to consider. 538-39. 

Indian Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 819-22. 

Motion to circulate. 823. 

Oath of office. 5, 

DITRBAR(S)- 

Qiiesiion re status and procedure of Members of Legislative Assembly 
in . 296. 
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DUTT, Mr. AMAR NATH- 

Apology offered by to the Chair for the use of certain expressions 

which were capable of implying disrespect to the Chair, which he 
never meant. 1609. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration of the %ine die. 2955-57. 

Demand for Grant in respect of ''Indian Postal and Telegraph De- 
partment.'^ *2012, 2013. 

Election of — to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1588-93. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2569, 2573. 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2612-14. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of sections 20 and 
ii)- 

Motion to omit clause 2. 324. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 24-25. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Army Department*^ (Report 
of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committees University 
Training Corps). 2209-10. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department** (Cable and inland press rates). 2098. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Salt** (Desirability of 
increasing the consumption of salt in India and of making Indial 
self-supporting in the matter of salt). 2187, 2188. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses: Ad- 
ministration** (Railways) (Inconveniences suffered by the travelling 
public). 1429. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses Ad- 
ministration** (Railways) (Reduction of third class fares). . 1422. 
Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 312. 

Oath of office. 3. « 

Question re — 

Accommodation for mail bags at Bankura railway station. 2416. 
Allegations against Babu Kasiswar Lala, sub-record clerk of the^ 
Railway Mail Service ait Narayanganj. 743-44. 

Allegations against the Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Divi- 
sion, in connection with his inspection of the Sub-Post OflSce, 
Coonoor. 725-26. 

Amount of travelling allowance drawn for his tours by the Superin- 
tendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 723. 

Appointment of Babu Kasiswar Lala as Sub-Record clerk of the 
Railway Mail Service at Narayanganj. 743. 

Appointment of Messrs. B. Ganguly and A. R. Chatter ji to act as 
Superintendents of Post Offices in the Bengal and Assam Circle. 
2415. 

Appointment of Mr. O. C. Jacob as a Sanitary Superintendent of 
the Calcutta: General Post Office. 2411-12. 

Bankura-Damodar River Railway. 1738.. 

Cancellation of the resignation tendered by Mr. Howe, an engineer.. 
716. 
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DUTT, Mb. AMAR NATK--contd, 

Question rc’—contd 

Case of Babu Bivas Chandra Mitra, a clerk in the office of the 
Director General, Posts and Telegraphs. 742. 

- Case of Babu Raj Kumar Mukherjee, Inspector, Railway Mail Ser- 
vice. 720. 

Case of Mr. »Govindan Nair, a postal official of the Nilgiri Division. 
724-25. 

Chief Clerks of the Divisional Offices of the East Indian Railway. 
715-16. 

Collection by Mr. F. W. Decruz, officiating Postmaster, Ootacamund, 
of public donations for ^‘The New Post Office Building House 
Warming Function*'. 728-29. 

Collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordinate stafE to 
meet the cost of a farewell party to Mr. H. B. Rau, Director of 
Audit, United Provinces. 721. 

Complaints against Travelling Ticket Checkers on the Eastern Bengal 

. Railway. 1507. 

Construction of a building in the Howrah Yard for the staff of the 
Watch and Ward Department of the East Indian Railway. 715. 

Construction of a railway from Charapadanga to Tarakeswar. 1738. 

Construction of the Howrah-Vishnupur Chord line. 1738. 

Contract with Messrs. Garage and Company, Madras, for the con- 
veyance of mails in Calcutta. 2410. 

Delay m the payment of arrears of pay to the officials of the Dead 
Letter Office, Bengal. 2414. 

Differential treatment of Tracers of the Message Room and the 
completing clerks of the Pairing Section. 1049-1050. 

Discontinuance of the practice of postmen acting as guards in the 
Bankura Post Office. 2416. 

Discontinuance of the system of inspection of rural post offices by 
Audit Officers. 718-19. 

Disposal of the foreign parcel mail in the Calcutta General Post 
Office. 2407. 

Distinctions between Checkers of the Inland section and Pairerg of 
the Pairing section. 1049-1050. 

Distinctions between the Requisition and Registration clerks of the 
Message Room. 1049-1050. 

Distinction between the Registration and Requisition clerks of the 
Refund Section. 1049-1050. 

Distinctions between Requisition Registering Clerks of the Message 
Room and Supervisors of the sub-section of the Message Room. 
1049-1060. 

Employment of leave reserves in the Registration and Parcel De- 
partments of the Calcutta General Post Office. 2409. 

Employment of van peons for all the sections of the Railway Mail 
Service. 2413. 

Expenditure on the housing of European Anglo-Indian and Indian 
staff of the Traffic Department, Eastern Bengal Railway. 1507 08. 

Grant of advance increments in the time scale to Babu Satchidananda 
Chatterjee of the office of the Director General, Posts and Tele- 
graphs. 742-43. 

tlrant of allowances to postal clerks for posting interest in the Savings 
Bank ledgers. 720-21. 
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DUTT, Mb. AMAR NATH— 

Question re — conid. 

Grant of compensation to the inoior drivers of the Calcutta GeneraL 
Post Office discharged after the introduction of the contract system 
of mail conveyance. 2410-11. 

iGrant of house rent allowance and Secretariat rates of pay to the 
ministerial establishment at Army Head Quarters. 2515. 

Grant of local allowances to postal employees in Assam. 2413. 

Grant of overtime allowahco for work in connection with the disposal 
of the inward foreign parcel mail in the Calcutta General Post 
Office. 2408. 

Grant of overtime allowance to Mr. R. H. Legge for work in connection 
with the disposal of the inward foreign letter mail. 2413. 

Grievances of Indian guards employed at Sahebgunj on the East 
Indian Railway. 717-18. 

Gri'^vances of passengers on the Bankura-Damodar River Railway. 
721-72. 

Hardships of the Inspectors of Post Offices in the Bengal and Assam 
Circle. 2413. 

Importation of outsiders to act as Superintendents of Post Offices in 
the Bengal and Assam circle. 2416. 

Improvement of the quarters for the Indian staff of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. 1506. 

inclusion of the name of Mr. R. H. Legge as head of the Mail Depart- 
ment in the memorandum of distribution of w^ork in the Calcutta 
General Post Office. 2412. 

Increase in losses of parcel bags and insured articles during the regime 
of Mr. C. D. Rae, Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta. 2408-09. 

Increase of leave reserves for the Post Office and the Railway Mail 
Service. 2409. 

Inspection of post offices by Audit Officers. 718, 719. 

Inspections of branch post offices by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. Smith, 
Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 726. 

Late delivery in Calcutta of articles posted in villages served by the 
Chotkhand Post Office. 2415. 

Location of Bijrukdighi post office in a central village. 1738-39. 

Long hours of duty of the booking clerks at Mokameh Junction. 717. 

Maximum hours of labour in industries adopted by the International 
Labour Conference at Geneva. 717. 

Medical certificates of employees in the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
1506. 

Motor service between Burdwan and Sehara Bazar. 2416-17. 

Number of clerks and leave reserve clerks whose services were dis- 
pensed with by Lieut.-Colonel W. A. Smith, Superintendent of Post 
Offices, Nilgiri Division. 727. 

Office hours of the clerical staff of the East Indian. Railway stationed 
at Jamalpur. 716. 

Opening of a new station in connection with the projected railway 
over the new Bally Bridge. 2460-61. 

Overworked clerks in the office of the Superintendent of Post Offices 
at Burdwan. 721. 

Pay of reference clerks. 1049-1050. 
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DUTT, Me. AMAR NATH-ffonf</. 

Question re — contd. 

of the staff of the office of the Accountant General, Central 
Ke venues. 740-41. 

of the ^bordinate staff of the office of the Director General, 
rests and Telegraphs. 1044-47. 

Petitions of aggrieved clerks of the office of the Director General. 

Posts and Telegraphs. 742. 

Postal administration in the Nilgiri Division. 725. 

Powers of Superintendents of Post Offices in connection with appoint- 
ments and dismissals of subordinates. 726. 

Powers of the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs to sanction 
expenditure in connection with the pay and prospects of his staff. 
741-42. 

Procedure followed in the Bombay General Post Office in connection 
with the disposal of the inward foreign parcel mail. 2408. 

Procedure relating to the scrutiny and completion by Audit Officers 
of the audit of post audit bills. 1048. 

Provision of quarters for Indian guards, train examiners, etc. 715 
Provision of quarters or grant of a house allowance in lieu thereof to 
Indian guards of the East Indian Railway. 714-15. 

Punishments inflicted on his subordinates by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. 

Smith, Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 727. 
Reappointment of Messrs. Mathews and Macquire, insolvents, by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 1507. 

Recoveries from the travelling allowance bills of certain clerks in the 
office of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs. 1047-48. 
Recruitment of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians in the Traffic 
Department, Eastern Bengal Railway. 1508. 

Reduction of the working hours of the booking, parcel and other staff 
employed on the East Indian Railway. 717. 

Reduction of work in post offices on Sundays and holidays. 725 
Reservation of clerical appointments in Army Headquarters for soldiers 
and ex-soldiers. 2516. 

Retention of leave reserve clerks in his office by the Superintendent 
of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 727-28. 

Retention of the services of Mr. R. H. Legge as Traffic Supervisor, 
Calcutta General Post Office, after the abolition of the motor fleet. 
2411. 

Reversion of postal inspectors and head clerks to Superintendents to 
the general line of the clerical time scale in the Madras Circle. 724. 
Sanction of street lights for the European Colony of Parbatipur, 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 1506-07. 

Savings effected by the contract system of conveyance of mails in 
Calcutta. 2410. 

Substitution of a suitable term to describe the general constituencies 
of the Legislature. 1739. 

Supersession of Messrs. Abdul Imam Fazlur Rahim and S. Ahmed 
Mian Chowdhury, postal officials, for promotibn to the grade of 
Rs. 350-650. 2414-15. 

Technical military clerks in Army Headquarters. 2515. 

Timet test of the work of Dead Letter Offices. 2414. 

H 2 
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DUTT, Mr. AMAK l^ATB--concld. 

Question re—co?icld, 

Tonga stand in Parliament street near the entrance to the Assembly, 
2161. 

Transfer of Inspectors, Postmastjrs, clerks and leave reserve clerks 
from the Nilgiri Division. 723-24. 

Transfer of Mr. N. llamachandrau, Honorary Secretary of the Coim- 
batore Branch of the AlUndia Postal and B.M.S. Union from 
Coimbatore West to Gudalur. 729. 

Unsafe condition of quarters in occupation of the menial staff of 
Kajabhatkhawa, Eastern Bengal Kailway. 1506. 

Use of portions of Post Office buildings as their private quarters by 
Superintendents of Post Offices. 719-20. 

Visits to Post Offices by the Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri 
Division. 722-23. 

Question (Supplementary) re strike on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 
1505 ^ 

Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 566-67. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 656. 

DUTT, Mr. SURENDRA NATH— 

Question re forfeiture of gratuity of , Head Pay Clerk, Jamalpur, 

discharged from service for slack supervision. 2330-31. 

DUTTA, Mr. SRISH CHANDRA- 

Oath of Office, 4. 

Question re — 

Circuitous mail routes in the Sylhet District. 1650. 

Extension of the principle of recruitments for post offices in Calcutta 
and Bombay 'to adjacent revenue divisions. 2164-65. 

Import of betel nuts from Singapore. 1050. 

Opening of a telegraph office at Jagannathpur in the Sylhet District. 
1650. 

Post and Telegraph offices in the Sylhet District. 1650. 

Provision of high level platforms at stations on the Assam Bengal 
Railway. 1650-51. 

Transfer of the district of Sylhet from Assam to Bengal. 701-02. 

DUTY ALLOWANCE— 

Question re of Personal Assistants to Postmasters General. 527-28. 


E 


EARNING(S)- 

Question re — ( 

Deficient on capital expenditure on State railways. 212. 

Net of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1494-95. 

EAST AFRICfA- 

Question re grievances of Indians in . 946-47. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAT- 
See under Railways (s)*\ 

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY— 

Question re provision of quarters for the Assistant T. X. R. at Budge- 

Budge' nn the . 1648. 

See also under Railway (s)''. 

EBRAHIM- 

Question te grant of the Royal Humane Society's medal to Tindal . 

300. 

ECCLESIASTICAL DEPARTMENT- 

Question re Indian Christians in 433. 

ECONOMIC CONFERENCE— 

Question re selection of experts for the to be held under the 

auspices of the League of Nations. *711-12. 

ECONOMIC ENQUIRY COMMITTEE- 

Question re — 

, 1926. 223. 

Recommendations of 2048. 

Report of the . 2419. 

ECONOMICS— 

Question re inclusion of and History as qualifying subjects for the 

examination for the superior trafhc and commercial branches of the 
State Railways. 2438-39. 

EDUCATION- 

Budget Demand for 2319. 

Demand for an excess grant in respect of “ 618-21. 

Question re — 

Differential treatment in poll-tax and in Kenya. 185-86. 

of Muhammadans of the Delhi Province. 2178, 2181. 

Expansion of in the North-West Frontier Province. 1313-14. 

Expenditure on Muslim . 193-94. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT- 
Question re — 

Number of Muhammadans in the of the Delhi Province. 2178-79. 

2181. 

Representations of Muslims in the* of the Delhi Province. 2181. 

EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS, DEPARTMENT OF— 

Budget Demand for 2316. 

Demand for supplementary grant in respect of the 631. 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES- 

Question re name of the officer entrusted with the investigation of the 
question of for children of railway employees. 2917. 
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EDUCATIONAL SERYICE(S)- 

Question re — 

Abolition of direct recruitment to Imperial in Bengal. 295. 

Appointments in the Ajmer-Merwara on Ks. 100 and over. 2686. 

E’JAZ RASUL KHAN, RAJA MUHAMMAD- 
Oath of Office. 6. 

ELECTION(S)-- 

Congratulations to Mr. V. J. Patel on his as President of the 

Legislative Assembly. 10-13. 

of Deputy President. 301-03. 

of Mr. President. 10. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy approving of the by the 

Legislative Assembly of Mr. V. J. Patel as President of the said 
I Assembly. 10. 

Motion for the of a panel for the Central Advisory Council for 

Railways. 303. 

Question re — 

Advisability of removing restrictions regarding the use of conveyances 
by candidates for . 298. 

Eligibility of firms paying income-tax to vote at Legislative Assembly. 
204. 

Malpractices during the recent . 165. 

Results of the last to the Legislative Assembly. 189. 

ELECTION CAMPAIGN— 

Question re participation of 36 clerks of the Postal Department, Rawal- 
pindi, in of a particular candidate for the Legislative Assembly. 

2245-47. 

ELECTORAL ROLL- 
Question re— 

Inaccuracies in the of the Ajmer-Merwara constituency of the 

Legislative Assembly. 2103-04. 

Inaccuracy of Bhagalpur, Purnea and Santhal Parganas . 377. 

Inaccuracy of Sind . 377. 

Revision of the for the Madras Landholders' constituency of the 

Legislative "Assembly. 2182-83. 

ELECTORAL RULES- 
Question re — 

Conflicting opinions as regards of the Legislative Assembly. 

297-98. 

Need for a general revision of . 298. 

ELECTORATE(S)— 

Quesi.on re Mussulmans elected by special or mixed . 220-22. 


ELECTRIC BULBS- 

Question re in quarters and bungalows in New Delhi. 521. 
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ELECTBIO ENERGY— 

Qiwstion re supply by the Government of India of to the Delhi 

Electric Tramways and Lighting Company. 2043-44. 

ELECTEIC FANS— 

Question re— 

in third class railway carriages. 2761-62. 

Provision of in the Post Offices in Madras City. 2864. 

Provision of in the Eailway Mail Service Office in Madras^ etc. 

2849. 

Provision of in the second class compartments of the metre gauge 

section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 804. 

Provision of in third Class carriages on State Railways. 2762-63. 

Provision of in third class railway carriages. 804. 

ELECTRIC POWER— 

Question rr supply by the Tata Steel Coy. of for the electrification 

of portions of the (jieat Indian Peninsula and Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railways. 1514-15. 

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT— 

Question re tenders for to be called in rupees. 212-13. 

EMBARKATION— 

Question re Committee to inquire into conditions of at ports. 300. 

EMERGENCY CURRENCY— 
i^ee under Currency 

EMIGRANT(S)- 

Question re annual reports of the Agents in Ceylon and the Malay States 

regarding the moral and material progress of Indian . 1038-39. 

Emigration — 

Extension of the time for receiving nominations for election to the 

Panel for the Standing (Committee on . 532. 

Motion for the election of the Panel for the Standing Committee on 

. 403-04. 

Question rr — 

of Indians to British Guiana. 356. 

of Santhals to the Assam tea gardens. 334-335. 

Result of the election of members to the Panel of the Standing Com- 
mittee on . 612. 

EMIGRATION— EXTERNAL— 

Budget Demand for 2322 

EMIGRATION-INTERNAL- 

Budget Demand for '' 2321. 

ENGINE(S)- . 1 j . 

Question re accrual of the credits on. account of the sale-proceeds of 

sold to other railways to the revenue account of the North-Western 
Railway. 2918. 
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ENGINEERS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of on short term covenants for State Railways. 

876-77. 

Payments made to Consulting for State Railways in respect of 

fees, inspection charges, etc. 793. 

ENGINEERING CONTRACT(S)— 

Question re on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 791-92. 

ENGLAND— 

Question re — 

Appointment of an Indian as Consulting Engineer to the Government. 
of India in . 952-53. 

Consulting Engineer to the Government of India in . 952. 

G) fint of passages to by transport to officers of the Indian Medical 

Service of Asiatic domicile. 2910. 

Grant of State Scholarships to Indians for nautical training in . 

1191. 

Maximum income-tax and supertax levied in India and . 1383-86. 

Speeches delivered by the Maharaja of Burdwan in 1037-38. 

ENGLISH MAIL STEAM^IRS— 

Question re late arrivals of the at Bombay. 702-04. 

ENVELOPES— 

Question re for use of members of the Legislative Assembly. 1386- 

87. 

ESTABLISHMENT ROLL(S)- 

Question re of the staff of the different Departments of the Govern- 

ment of India. 2775. 

ESTONIA- 

Statement laid on the table regarding the Agreement between the 

United Kingdom and re tonnage measurement of Merchant ships, 

together with Notes exchanged, which affects India. 55. 

EUROPE- 

Question re — 

Agency held by Messrs. W. W. Howard Brothers, London, for the 

sale of Indian timber in . 2037-38. 

Appointment of an Indian firm as agents for the sale of Indian timber 
in . 2038. 

Passport to Swamy Satya Deva to visit . 220. 

EUROPEAN(S).- 
Question re — 

Elected , majority in the Legislative Council of Kenya. 611. 

Expenditure on Railway schools for and Indians. 2784. 

Leave rules for , Anglo-Indians and Indians in the subordinate* 

service of the East Indian Railway. 1905. 
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EUEOPEAN(S)-con^e/. 

Question re — contd. 

Number and grades of schools for in Ajmer-Merwara and 

Rajputana. 2104. 

Recruitment of , Anglo-Indians and Indians in the Traffic Depart- 

ment, Eastern Bengal Railway. 1508. 

EUROPEAN BRITISH SUBJECTS— 

Question re right of judicial appeal enjoyed by from the Indian 

Courts. . 2035. 

EUROPEAN COLONY— 

Question re sanction of street lights for the of Parbatipur Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 1506-07. 

EVANS, Mr. F. B.- 
Oath of Office. 6. 

EVIDENCE-' 

Question re publication of Railway Board’s before the Tariff 

Board. 208-09. 

EXAMINATION(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the lower efficiency bar for upper division clerks of 

Postal Account Offices. 1818. 

Appointment of Muhhmmadan examiners for the subordinate Accounts 
Service . 2171. 

Class of appointments provided for candidates who have passed in both 

the lower and upper division of the Staff Selection Board. 

2184. 

for the recruitment of accountants for Railway Audit offices under 

the Accountant General, Railways. 159. 

Examiners for. the Imperial Secretariat . 2862-63. 

Inclusion of commercial subjects in certain public . 1524. 

Inclusion of History of -^English Literature as an optional subject for 

the Indian Audit and Accounts Service . 1497. 

Inclusion of Railway Economics and certain other subjects in the 

for the Commercial Departments of State Railways. 1524. 

Indian Civil Service in India. 341. 

Mussulmans as examiners for Accounts . 383. 

Number of Sikhs who appeared at the held by the Accountant 

General, Central Revenues, in January last. 966. 

Subordinate Accounts Service . 1511-12. 

EXAMINER(S)- 
Question rc— 

Appointment of Muhammadan for the Subordinate Accounts 

Service examination. 2171. 

for the Imperial Secretariat examination. 28^-63. 

Musalmans as for accounts examination. 383. 

EXCAVATION(S)- 

Question re policy and expenditure re in Sindh (Mohenjo Daro) 

184 
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EXCAVATION ASSISTANTS- 

’ Question re non-appointment of Muslims as in the Archaeological 

Department. 2166-67. 

EXCESS GEANT(S)— 

Demand for . 613-27. 

EXCHANGE RATIO— 

Question re number of representations received in connection with the 
. 1043. 

EXCHEQUER— 

Question re cost to Indian of Royal Commission on Agriculture. 

276-77. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL— 

Budget Demand for 1911-73, 1975. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER, BARODA CANTONMENT— 

Question re employment of the Tax Collector in the office of the , 

to prepare an assessment list in the terms of section 72 of Act II of 
1924. 2442. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER(S)— 

Question re increase of the percentage of Muslims in ministerial service 

in the offices of the and of the Military Engineering KService, 

North-West Frontier Province. 2591. 

EX-GERMAN COLONY— 

Question re claims of Indians in Tanganyiki against the . 187, 2423. 

EXPENDITURE— 

Question re — 

Annual additional to be incurred for^ services in Burma as a result 

of the recommendations of the Lee Commission. 2457. 

Annual on Cantonment Fund Office establishment in third class 

cantonments. 2872-73. 

Cantonment Fund net receipts and for 1925-26 in respect of can- 

tonments without elected or nominated boards. 2872. 

on advertisements relating to railway timings. 1479. 

on articles in common use on railways. 1519-20. 

on civil aviation. 1306. . 

on the housing of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian stall of the 

Traffic Department, Eastern Bengal Railway. 1507-08. 

on Indian troops employed outside India. 1904-05. 

on New Delhi and the new Secretariat. 164-65. 

on the planting and culture of trees on the different railways. 

1480-81. 

on post office premises in Bombay. 358-362. 

on the reconstruction of railway stations on State Railways. 2433. 

on the Royal Air Force in India. 1381-83. 

on the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 2767-71. 

on the Royal Indian Navy. 1906. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. lOT 

EXPmDITVnE-cofltd, 

Question rc'-^contd, 

on troops sent out of India. 873. 

Powers of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, to sanction 

in connection with the pay and prospects of his staff. 741-42. 

Reduction of the of the India Store Deparment, London. 1901-02. 

Retrenchment of in the Baroda Cantonment. 2443. 

EXPENDITURE IN ENGLAND-HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA— 
Budget Demand for 2325. 

EXPENDITURE IN ENGLAND-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA— 
Budget Demand for “ 2325. 

EXPERT(S)— 

Question re — 

Expenditure incurred on the appointment of engaged to advise 

on an improved system of railway accounts 160. 

Selection of for the economic conference to be held under the 

auspices of the League of Nations 711-12. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM ON THE RAILWAY BUDGET— 

Question k adjustment of the amount shown against abandoned projects 
in the for 1927-28. 1916-17 

EXPORT DUTY— 

Question )e on lice anJ j.otroleum cess in Burma. 2t5S 

EXPORT TRADE- 

Qucstion ic last live > ears’ fiRuies for and imiiort trade. 296. 

EXPRESS— 

Question rc stoppage of the 7 Up at Jasidih 51S. 

EXPRESS TRAIN(S)— 

Question, /< running of an between How'rah and Delhi ii'i Jamalpur 

1B30-31. 

EX-SOLDIER(S)— 

Question if reservation of clerical appointments in Army Jleadquarters 
for soldiers and ’ . 2516. 

EXTERNAL CAPITAL COMMITTEE— 

Question le , 1923. 223-76. 

EXTERNMENT ORDER— 

Question rc — 

Cancellation of the against Sardar Milap Singh. 1736. 

against Sardar Milap Singh, a newspaper agent of Pe-hawar City. 

1735-36. 
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FAMILY HOSPITALS- 

Question re establishment of Indian in all military stations con- 

taining Indian troops. 2910-11. 

FAMILY QUARTERS— 

Question re provision of suitable for postmen. 1818-19. 

FAN(S)- 

Question re — 

Provision of electric in the second class compartments of the 

metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Rail- 
way. 804. 

Provision of electric in third class railway carriages. 804. 

Supply of — in intermediate and third class compartments on State 
Railways. 2419. 

FARES- 

Question re — 

Estimated loss on account of the reduction of railway . 1489. 

charged per mile for different classes on different Railways. 1392. 

on the Mari Lukki and Tank Railway. 1308-09. 

on the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 

India Railway, the North-Western Railway and the East Indian 
Railway. 804, 804-09. 

Financial effect of the last reduction of railway . 1488-89. 

Railway reserve fund and reduction of . 208. 

Reduction of on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 331-332, 2460. 

FAREWELL PARTY— 

Question re collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordinate 

staff to meet the cost of a to Mr. H. B. Rau, Director of Audit, 

United Provinces. 721. 

FARIDPUR CHARMAGURIA RAILWAY- 

See under Railways”. 

FAZLER RAHIM, Mr, ABU IMAM— 

Question re supersession of Messrs. and S. Ahmed Mian Chowdhury, 

postal officials for promotion to the grade of Rs. 350-650. 2414-15. 

FEE(S)- 

Question re payments made to Consulting Engineers for State Railways 
in respect of , inspection charges, etc. 793. 

FEEDER RAILWAY— 

Question re District Board or tramway development. 391-92 

FELLOWSHIPS- 

Question re Rockfeller . 1301-02. 

FENCING- 

Question re of railway lines. 523. 
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FIELD CONTEOLLER OF MILITARY ACCOUNTS, POONA- 

Question rc withdrawal of the personal allowance of Accountants and 
clerks of the . 1512-13. 

FIELD SERVICE- 

Question re pensions of certain civilian clerks who proceeded on 

overseas with the Indian Expeditionary Forces. 1744. 


FIJI- 

Question re — 

Abolition of the poll-tax in . 874. 

Appointment of permanent agent of the Government of India in . 

Cost of the Indian Deputation to . 875. 

Indian population in — . 874. 

Indian representation on the Legislative Council in . 378-79. 

Minimum wage for Indians in . 814. 

Number of European and Indian Members of the Legislative Council 
in . 874. 

Position of Indians in . 874. 

Removal of the disabilities of Indians in . 813, 813-14. 

Status of Indians in . 874-75. 

FIJI DEPUTATION— 

Question re — 

Prevention by the British Colonial Office of the publication of the 
report of the . 1827. 

Publication of the report of the . 356-357, 611-12. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT— 

Budget Demand for '' 2317. 

Question re — 

Mussulman Officers employed in the of the Government of India. 

1037. 

Recruitment by the of two second division men in the first divi- 

sion. 2441-42. 

FINANCIAL REPRESENTATIVES- 

Question re subjects discussed at the annual conference of held at 

Delhi on the 15th November, 1926. 1906-07. 

FINE FUND- 

Question re — 

Grants from the of the East Indian Railway to European and 

Indian Schools. 2046-47. 

Utilization of the at Moradabad for the upkeep and improvement 

of the Prince of Wales' Railway School. 1485. 

FIRMCS)- 

Question re eligibility of paying income-tax to vote at Legisl^itive 

Assembly elections. 204. 
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FIRST CLASS COMPARTMENT(S)— 

Reservation of on the East Indian Railway. 147. 

FrioWER BAZAR POST OFFICE, MADRAS— 

Question re 'Vemoval of the to a more suitable buildipg. 2860. 

FOOD INSPECTORS— 

Question re. reduction of the entire staff of on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 2249. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES- 

Question rc scholarships for the study of certain subjects in ? 2777, 

FOREIGN LETTER MAIL- 

Qi’fstion re grant of overtime allowance to Mr. R. H. Legge for work in 
connection with the disposal of the inward . 2413. 

FOREIGN LIQUOR— 

Question rc regulation of the importation of . 1521. 

FOREIGN MAIL(S)— 

Question re allowance to postmen for additional work in connection with 
the . 1820. 

FOREIGN PARCEL MAIL— 

Question re — 

Disposal of the in the Calcutta General Post Office. 2407. 

Grant of overtime allowance for work in connection with the disposal 

of the inward in the Calcutta General Post Office. 2408. 

Procedure followed in the Bombay General Post Office in connection 
with the disposal of the inward . 2408. 

FOREIGN PIECEGOODS- 

Question rc rates charged by Railways on khaddar, Indian mill-made cloth 
and . 1491-92. 

FOREIGN AND POLITICAL DEPARTMENT- 

Budget Demand for ‘‘ 2316. 

Question re — 

Employment of Indians in the Cypher Bureau of the . 1741. 

Number of Indian Superintendents in the . 1741. 

FOREST— 

Budget Demand for '' 2315. 

FOREST AREAS- 

Question re creation of small colonies of cultivators in in the North- 

West Frontier Province. 2042-43. 

FOREST CAPITAL OUTLAY— 

Budget Demand for ‘‘ 2325. 

FORT SANDEMAN— 

Question re widening of the road from 


towards Draban'd. 18;>9, 
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“FORWARD^’- 

Question rc — 

Article in the of December 23rd, 1926, headed’^ Mr. Saklatwala and 

India Office”. 2335-36. 

Letter in the of the 23rd December, 1926, headed ^Passenger ill- 

treated”. 2336-37. 

FRAUD(S)~ 

Question rc — 

Circumstances of alleged in Stores Department, East Indian Rail- 
way. 214. • 

Piocedure adopted by the North-Western Railway in cases of alleged 
by their contractors and employees. 1T56. 

FREE LABOUR— 

Question rc abolition of the system of rendered by luggage porters 

at Howrah. 1487-88. 

FREIGHT- 

Question rc — 

Debiting of and incidental charges on stores to the railway revenue 

account. 2913-14. 

Reduction in on State Railways. 209. 

FRUIT PACKAGES- 

Question rc damage and loss of on Railways. 333-334. 

FUNDAMENTAL RULE- 

Questioii rc alteration of 87 without consultation. 280-81. 

FUNERAL PROCESSION(S)- 

Question rc abolition of the system of police licences for Hindu in 

Delhi. 2514. 


a 


GALLIS- 

Question rc improvement of the road which links the civil and 
stations in the with Murree. 2182. 

GANESH LAL- 

Qucstion re decision of the Priv^^ Council in the case of v, 

Mohan Mahapatra. 1496. 

GANGULY, Mr. B.- 

Question re appointment of Messrs. and A. R. Chatterji to act aa 

Superintendents of Post Offices in the Bengal and Assam Circle. 
2415. 

GANGULY, Sj. PRATUL CHANDRA- 

Questiouj rc grant of permission to , a State prisoner, to see his sict 

mother. 512. 


military 


Khetra 
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GARAGE AND COMPANY, Messrs.— 

Question re contract with Madras, for the conveyance of mails in 

Calcutta. 2410. 

GARDENERS— 

Question re recruitment of on the Government railways. 1481. 

GAVIN-JONES, Mr. T.— 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 1880-84. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1*727. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 96-97, 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Resolution re salaries of the two Members of the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2803-04. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to re commit to Select Committee. 782-83. 

GAYA— 

Question re — 

Issue of third class return tickets to . 531. 

Want of a third class waiting room at on the East Indian Rail- 

way. 2241. 

GAYA SHERGHATTY RAILWAY— 

See under ‘^Railway(s)’^ 

GENERAL BUDGET— 

See under ‘^BudgeV’. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE(S)— 

See under “Post Office(s)^^ 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, BOMBAY— 

Question re procedure followed in the in connection with the dis- 

posal of the inward foreign parcel mail. 2408. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE, CALCUTTA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Mr. O. C. Jacob as a Sanitary Superintendent of the 
. 2411-12. 

Disposal of the foreign parcel mail in the . 2407. 

Employment of leave reserves in the Registration and Parcel Depart- 
ments of the . 2499. 

Grant of compensation to the motor drivers of the discharged after 

the introduction of the contract system of mail conwyance. 2410-11. 
Grant of overtime allowance for work in connection with the disposal 

of the inward foreign parcel mail in the . 2406. 

Inclusion of the name of Mr. R. H. Leege as head of the Mail Depart- 
ment in the memorandum of distribution of work in the . 2412. 

Retention of the services of Mr. R. H. Legge as Traffic Supervisor, 
, after the abolition of the motor fleet. 2411. 
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GENERAL SERVICE- 

Question re iransfer to of forced station service telegraphists. 287. 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY- 

Budget Demand for 2318. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of 631, 

GERMAN COLONy(IES)- 

Question 7'e claims of Indians in Tanganyika against ex . 187, 2423. 

GERMANY— 

Qiiest'on ?r Government aid to infant industries in Belgium and . 

•296. 

GHAZANFAR ALI KHAN, Raja- 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigration 

CIS. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 16. 

Indian Finance Hill — 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 2923, 
2938-40. 

Motion to agree to the amendment made by the Council of State. 21>52. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Executive CoiinciF^ (Attitude 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1953. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Salt”. (Grievances of the 
miners of the Khewra salt mines). 2199-2201, 2202. 

Oith of Office. 4. 

Que?«tion re — 

Action of the Cantonment Authority in Peshawar in regard to Bunga- 
low No. 2, Roos Keppel Lane. 259T). 

Appointment of a retired official to perform the dual duties of suh- 
registrar and a special magistrate of the municipality of Peshawar 
2588. 

Article in the “Muslim Outlook” regarding the formation of a White 
League in New Zealand. 259.3-04. 

Article in the “Muslim Outlook” regarding the pitiable plight of Mr. 
Salanian, a native of Amritsar, now resident in Auckland, New 
Zealand. 2594. 

Attempt of Colonel J. Moran, Militai y Estates Officer, Peshawar, to take 
possession of a piece of land attached to the Abu Turab shrine. 
2590-91. 

Employment of Muslims in the Office of the Controller of Military 
Accounts, Peshawar District. 2588-80. 

Exile of Maulanas Mohammed Ishaq and Mohammed Irfan from the 
North-West Frontier Province. 2163-64. 

Grant of a site for an Islamia High School in the Cantonment of 
Peshawar for the children of retired military officers. 2586-87. 
Increase of the percentage of Muslims in ministerial service in the 
offices of the Executive Officers and of the Military Engineering 
Service, North-West Frontier Province. 2591. 

Muslim graveyard outside Dabgari gate in the Peshawar Cantonmeut. 
2587-88. 

Proportion of communal representation in Government service in the 
Nortb-Wpst Frontier Province. 2593. 
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GHAZANFAR ALI KHAN, IiAjA--contd. . 

Question re — contd. 

Small number of Muslims employed in the Traffic and Octroi Depart- 
ments in the North-West Frontier section of the North-Western 
Railway. 25S9. 

Transfer of the power of trying cases under the Cantonment Act to 
Magistrates unconnected with Cantonment Boards. 2590. 

Use of a part of the old Kachery Mosque in Peshawar Cantonment 
for the dumping of manure. 2587. 

Question (Supplementary) re riot in the district of Backerganj in 
Bengal. 1658. 

GHAZIABAD JUNCTION- 

^ Question re shed for third class passengers at . 2450. 

GHEE- 

Question re — 

Analysis of vegetable . 791. 

Effect of the use of vegetable on the human system. 791. 

Imports of substitutes of . 744-45. 

Prohibition of artificial for the Army. 384. 

Prohibition of the import of artificial . 399. 

Supply of vegetable to troops. 791. 

GHULAM KADIR KHAN DAKHAN, Mr. W. M. P.- 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigra- 

tion. 613. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

GHUZNAVI, Mr. A. H.- 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-28. 2679. 

Oath of Office. 701. 

GIDNEY, Lieut.-Col. H. A. J.— 

Appointment of as a Member of the Committee on Public Peti- 

tions. 1579. 

Budget Demand for ‘^Army Department.^^ 2304-07. 

Election of to the Panel for the Centra) Advisory Council for Rail- 

ways. 546. 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigra- 

tion. 612. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1714-18. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1135-40. 

Motion for adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1013-15, 1021. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department’* (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2067, 
2062-64, 2080. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Grievances 
of subordinate railway employees). 1321-28. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Administration of the Stores Department, 
North-Western Railway). 1411-12, 1413. 
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CJIDNEY, Lieut.-Col. H. A. ^,—contd. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration^' (Kailways) (Over-employment of Europeans in new posts 
created and vacancies filled). 1433-34. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Supervision and the charges claimed under - 
that head). 1404-06. 

Oath of office. 51. 

Question re — 

Action taken by the Railway Board on appeals from men dismissed by 
the East Indian and the Great Indian Peninsula Railways. 955-56. 
Amounts utilised for reimbursements for losses from the Guarantee 
Fund, East Indian Railway. 2433. 

Case of postal recruited telegraphists. 2438. 

Confirmation of subordinates of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
employed to officiate as officers. 2756-57. 

Definition of a “de|iartmental enquiry” in the ease of Government 
servants appointed on State Railways. 954. 

Delay in the formation of Provincial Medical Services. 2911. 

Discharge of Matrons of military family hospitals. 2779. 

Dismissal of the Controller of Stores, East Indian Railv/ay. 961. 
Dismissal of Mr. M. D^Cruz, late offg. Stores Superintendent, Howrah, 
East Indian Railway. 959-60. 

Dismissals on the East Indian and the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 
ways. 055. 

Emploj’ment of subordinates of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway in 
higher appointments without enhancement of salaries. 2755-56. 
Establishment of Indian family hospitals in all military stations con- 
taining Indian troops. 2910-11. 

Excess of mineral oil disclosed as a result of verification by the Audit 
Department of the East Indian Railway in 1924. 956-59. 

Extension of service granted to Mr. C. H. Withers, Foreman, Electrical 
Department, Carriage and Wagon, Moghalpura, North-Western Rail- 
W(?y. 2436-37. 

Forfeiture of the gratuity of Babu Surendra Nath Dutt, Head Pay 
Clerk, Jamalpur, discharged from service for slack supervision. 2330- 
31. 

Grant of passages to England by transport to officers of the Indian 
Medical Service of Asiatic domicile. 2910. 

Grant to postal signallers in the Telegraph Department of the benefit 
of counting their service in the Postal Department for purposes of 
regulation of their pay. 962-63. 

Guarantee Fund, East Indian Railway. 2433, 2434-2435. 

Inclusion of Economics and History as qualifying subjects for the 
examination for the superior traffic and Commercial Branches of 
the State Railways. 2438-39. 

Indebtedness of the East Indian Railway to Mr. M. D'Cruz. 961. 

Long hours of work of the staff on the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 
way. 2755. 

Memorial of Mr. 8. H. Counsell, late Deputy Magistrate of Bengal. 
2329-30. 

i3 
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GIDNEY, Lieut. -Col. H. A. i.-^contiL^ 

Question rc — contd. 

New pension rates for the Indian Medical Department. 2790. 

New taxes in Agra Cantonment. 2247-48. 

Powers of dismissal of Divisional Superintendents on Kailways. 2758- 
2759. 

Procedure adopted by the North-Western Railway in cases of alleged 
fraud by ineir contractors and employees. 956. 

Procedure followed by the East Indian Railway in reimbursing itself 
for losses caused by the staff. 2433-34. 

Procedure to be followed before the dismissal of its employees by the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2779. 

Promotion of subordinates on Company-managed Railways. 2758. 
Reduction of the interest on Provident Fund deposits. 962. 

Refusal of the Lee Commission passage concessions to officers of the 
Indian Medical Service of Asiatic domicile. 2909-10. 

Reinstatement of Mr. M. D'Cruz and five other subordinates dismissed 
by the East Indian Railway in connection with the cotton waste 
case. 960-81. 

Requisitioning by the Army Department of third class accommodation 
on the S.S. 'X^alifornia’’. 729. 

Retention in Government service of ministerial officers up to the age 
of 60 years. 730. 

Retirement of bachelors from Government service at the age of 55 
years. 730-31. 

Rules governing the dismissal of employees on State and Company- 
managed Railways. 2790. 

Subscriptions to the Guarantee Fund from the employees of the East 
Indian Railway. 2434. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Anglo-Indians in Ecclesiastical Department. 433. 

Carriage of the English mail over the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 702-03, 
704. 

Dangerous condition of the roof in the Council House, New Delhi. 
2331-32. 

Discontent in the Customs Service in Calcutta. 707-08. 

First day payment for employees of East Indian Railway and furlough 
figures. 215-16. 

Manufacture of boilers in the workshops attached to Railways. 1044. 
Protest against the proposed Is. 6^. ratio. 512. 

Sale of Reverse Council Bills. 278. 

Strike at Khargpur on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 972. 

Supply of maps of New Delhi to the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 521. 

Training (College for railway officers at Dehra Dun. 2245. 

Training of Indians abroad in railway practice and management. 951. 


GOLD- 

Question re utilization of India's output of by Government for 

coining, etc. 344. 
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GOLD STANDARD AND RESERVE BANK OF INDIA BILL- 
See under “Bill(s)”. 

GOLDER, Me.- 

Question re qualifications of , Manager of the Central Publication 

Branch. 796-97. 

GOODS— 

Question re — 

Judgment of the Allahabad High Court regarding the obligation on 

railways to lock wagons while carrying . 952. 

Procedure as to placing of contracts for handling on State Rail- 

ways and amounts paid during 1925-26. 213-14. 

GOODS WAGONS— 

Question re purchase of . 1489-90. 

GOSWAMI, Mk. T. C.— 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1155, 1166-68, 1189. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2692. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 31-33, 39. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^^Army Department (Gene- 
ral policy and expenditure). 2274-78. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Executive Council (Atti- 
tude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issues). 
1934-37, 1947, 1966. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘ Railway Board (Ap- 
pointment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid 
Indianization of Railway Services). 1203, 1215. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board ’’ (Grie- 
vances of subordinate railway employees). 1298, 1328-29, 1340. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board (Quin- 
quennial review of Capital Programme). 1258. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board (Railway 
rates of freight in relation to the Indian manufacturer). 1365-67. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand' for “ Working Expenses : Ad- 
ministration ” (Railways) (Supervision and the charges claimed under 
that head). 1406. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re — 

Number of Indians in the Traffic or the Locomotive Service drawing 
more than Rs. 1,000. 1381. 

Total payments made to the Consulting Engineer to the State Rail- 
ways during 1925*26. 2035-36. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Caretakers for the Secretariat Buildings and the Council House in 
New Delhi. 2765. 

New buildings for the office of the High Commissioner for India in 
London. 2772. 

Strike on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1250. 



118 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


GOSWAMI, Me. T. C.-contd. 

Resolution re — 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 452, 454, 457, 470, 475-79, 481, 505. 
Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2743, 2744. 

GOUR, Sir HARI SINGH- 

Amondment of Standing Orders. 372, 373. 

Bengal detenus. 2463, 2464. 

Budget Demand for “Army Department”. 2311, 2312 
Children's Protection Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2968. 

Criminal Law Repealing ^nd Amending Bill-r 
Motion for leave to introduce. 369-370. 

Motion to consider. 854-58. 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 1893-94. 

Discussion on the point of order raised by the Honourable Sir Basil 
Blackett as to whether a motion which is an absolute negative or a 
nractical negative such as a motion to leave only one rupee in a total 
grant of Rs. 60,000 or so, is in order, 1914. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1598-1602 
Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2619, 2621, 2625. 

Indian Forest Bill — 

Motion to consider as passed by the Council of State. 2883. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2885, 2886, 2837, 2888. 2893 96. 
Constitutio.a of the Select Committee. 2898. 

Indian Penal Code (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of Section 141)— 
Mcti.m for leave to introduce. 366. 

Indian Registration (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 822. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Army Depavtmc?it.” (General 
policy and expenditure). 2278-81, 2281-82. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Executive Coimcil” 
(Attitude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 
19bS. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. 

(Ai pointrnent of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid 
Indianisation of the Railway Services). 1213, 1225, 1237-40, 1242. 
Motion tc reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. 

(Powers and formation of Advisory Committees). 1356-58, 1359. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. 

(St lengthening the representative control i)y all interests concerned 
over Indian Railways). 1251. 

Oath of Office 327. 

Question re — 

Decision of the Privy Council in the case of Ganesh Lai r. Khetra 
Mohan Mahapatra. 1496-97. 

Envelopes for use of Members of the Legislative, Assembly. 1386-87. 

Establishment of a Central Art Institute at Delhi. 2422. 

Expenditure on the Royal Air Force in India. 1381-83. 
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QOUH, Sir HARI SmQK-contd. 

Question re — co7itd. 

Inferior quality of stationery supplied to Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 1387. 

Maximum income-tax and super tax levied in India and England. 
1383-86. 

Xumber of marriages registered under Act XXX of 1923. 2422. 

Order of the Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West Prontier 
Province, regarding the filling of all future vacancies hy Muham- 
madans. 2334-35. 

Publication of the report of the Skeen Committee. 1383 

Sale of Reverse Council Bills. 1381. 

Sci)arate establishment for the Legislative Assembly. 2333-34, 2439. 

Subjects laid before the Central Advisory Council for Rail ways 1897. 

Visitors^ rooms in the Council House, New^ Delhi, and the Assembly 
Chamber, Simla. 2331-33. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Carriage of the English mail over the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 703. 

Civil aviation schools in Australia, Canada and Japan. 1502. 

Employment of Indians in the Cypher Bureau of the- Foreign and 
Political Department. 1741. 

Expenditure on the despatch of Indian troops to China 233S-39. 

Importation of dangerous drugs. 946. 

Judgments of the High Courts of Calcutta, Allahabad and Madras, 
regarding Brahmani bulls. 2241. 

Number of Indians employed in the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations and the Internationa’ Labour Office. 944. 

Opening of a Government stationery office in the Council Huuse for 
the sale of Government . publications to non-oflSicial Members. 812- 
13. 

Participation of 36 clerks of the postal department, Rawalpindi; in an 
election campaign of a particular candidate for the Legislative 
Assembly. 2246, 2247. 

Pension paid to the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, on 
retirement after full service. 1126-1127. 

Prohes made by Railways from the sale of Time Tables. 810. 

Publication of the Report of the Sandhurst Committee. 1400-1500. 

Removal of the Assembly back into the old Delhi Chamber 2338. 

Starling of light aeroplane clubs in India. 1503-1504. 

Terms of the contract regarding hiring of accommodation on the East 
Indian Railway for the carriage of the English Mail. 704. 

Total expenditure on Government buildings in New Delhi. 789. 

Total strength of the Auxiliary and Territorial Force.s. 2251. 

Training of Indians in aviation. 1503. 

Watch and Ward Department for State Railways. 2048. 

re salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of 

the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2742, 2750-54, 2798, 

2803, 2807, 2819, 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 833-835. 
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GOVEllNMENT— 

Question re— 

Discount r. lowed to on the purchase of agricultural implements 

ninnutaetured by British firms, 2521. 

Purchase by of a British line operating on the coast of India, etc 

1192. 

GOVER.NMENT BUILDING(S)- 

Question re total expenditure on in New Delhi. *7(59-90. 

GOVEPtNMENT DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re. previous service considered in granting increments in . 

289. 

GOVEHNMENT EMPLOYEES- 

Question re. provident fund for . 1519. 

\ 

GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOL, PORT BLAIR— 

Quest ion rt' teaching of Persian in the . 733. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE- 

Quesiion re New Delhi. 2337-38. 

GOVEIINMENT MOINIA TSLAMIA HIGH SCHOOL- 
Qucstio.i r* second mastership in the , Ajmer. 2586. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA- 
Question re — 

Abolition of the posts of superior officers in each of the Departments 
of the . 2760-61. 

ApooitiLinent of an Indian as Consulting Engineer to the in 

England. 952-53 

Aiipoinfiiierits in certain Departments of- the . 1494. 

Bnrn, animation of departments under the in Burma. 351. 

Charges of the employment of a contingent by the in the military 

operations in China. 278. 

Consulting Engineer to the in England. 952. 

DilTeronce between attached and subordinate offices of the . 

2346-47. 

Establishment rolls of the staff of the different Departments of the . 

2775. 

M('ve of the between Simla and Delhi. 1518. 

Nuinl)cr of caretakers in charge of the and Council buildings in 

Simla and Delhi. 2765. 

Numbe»‘ of Indians holding appointments of Secretary, Joint Secretary, 

ei;., in the departments of the . 1900. 

Period of the stay of the in Delhi. 2863. 

Publication of certain correspondence betw^een the and the Tata 

Iron and Steel Coy. 1521. 

Purchase by the about the time of the Armistici^ of American 

vvagons destined for Russia. 792. 

Recognition of the Imperial Record Department as an attached office 
of the . 1388-89. 
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•GOVERNMENT OF INDIA— con^d. 

Question re-^contd. 

Representation of minority communities in departments under the 
. 347. 

Resident clerks attached to Departments of the . 2804. 

Revision of the pay of the ministerial staff in attached offiees of 
the . 1745. 

ftubstitiilion of provident fund for pensions in the different departments 
of the . 2162-63. 

Supply hy the of electric energy to the Delhi Electric Tramways 

and Lighting Company. 2043-44 

Usual tcjiure of an officer on special duty at the headcjuarters of the 
. 1037. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS, ALIGARH- 

Question re number of Muslims and Non-Muslims in the clerical service 

in the . 2170 71. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS, DELHI- 
Question re — 

Grant of gratuities to the families of the two employee r of the 

killed in a recent accident in the Press. 2426. 

Number ci Mussalmans employed in the . 2426. 

Representation of Muslims in the . 2170. 

GOVERNMl^.NT OF INDIA PUBLICATIONS- 

Quesi ion rc sale of at Provincial Book depots. 1519. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA SECRETARIAT- 
Question re — 

Annual increments of men in the second division of the . 1387- 

8^. 

Ap])ointment of qualified second division candidates to the first divi- 
sion ill the . 2440-41. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Assistant Secretaries and Superintendents in 
the . 1497. 

Charge iillowance drawn by upper division men holding charge of a 
RtiiMinc Section or Issue Branch in the . 2519. 

Counting of service for increments in the Time-scale of ])ay of Assist- 
tans and clerks of the . 2864-65. 

Exemption of Anglo-Indians who were debarred from promotion to 
hrst division appointments in the . 1904. 

Pay of the staff of the . 2865. 

Percentage of Hindus in the . 2863. 

Recruitment of Anglo-Indians to the second division of the . 1904. 

Scale cf pay of the ministerial establishment of the and attached 

offices. 1388. 

GOVERNMENT OFFICE(S)- 

Question rc larger use of British typewriters in , 2845 

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION(S)- . 

Question re opening of a Government stationery office in the Council 

House for the sale of to non-official Members. 812-13. 
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GOVERNMENT SECURITIES- 

Question re credit given to the Post. Office for the cost of work done in 
connection with . 1835. 

GOVERN ENT SERVANTS— 

Question re — 

Acquisition by of Government residential buildings on the hire 

purchase system. 1517. 

Checking of charges for trunk calls made by . 1517. 

Contributions by to the Khadi Fund. 2593. 

Definition of ''departmental enquiry^’ in the case of appointed on 

State Railways. 954. 

Ventilation of the grievances of . 2521. 

GOVERNMENT SERVICE- 
Question rc — 

P|opi»vli.)n of communal representation in in the North-West 

Frontier Province. 2593. 

Public.?, ti-m of information relating to careers in . 515-lG. 

Retell tic!i in of ministerial officers up to the ago of 60 vears 

730. 

Keti^’^'menL of bachelors from at the age of 55 years 730-31. 

COVER NxMEXl' STATIONERY OFFICE- 
under "Stationery Office^^ 

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY— 

. Hec under "Subsidy(ies)^\ 

GOVERNMENT TRAINING COLLEGE, PESIIAWAR- 
Questloii re . 1312-J3, 

GOVERNOR GENERAL, His Excellency the— 

Assent ot the to certain Bills. 15. 

Budget Demand for "Staff, Household and Allowances of 2315. 

Demand for supplementary grant in respect of the "Staff, Household and 
Allowances of the '628-31. 

Mesejuge from regarding the dates for the presentation and discus- 

(1 tlie Railway Budget. 531-32. 

Messages from regarding the dates for the presentation of the 

General Budget to the Council of State and the Legislative Assembly 
and for the subsequent stages in respect thereof in the two Chambers. 
970. 

Questicn re number of Bills certified by the during 1924-26. etc. 

709-b00. 

GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL- 

Question rc method of dealing with appeals, petitions and memorials 
addressed to the . 1824. 

GOVERNORS’ PROVINCES- 

Question re employment of the people of Ajmer-Merwara in the Pro- 
vincial Services of the , 2417. 
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GOVINDA.V NAIR, Mr.— 

Quest i()?j re allegations against officiating Head clerk of the Nilgiri 

Division. 1732-33, 1733, 1734, 2848, 

GRAHAM, Mr. L.— 

Budget Dejuand for ^‘Inspection'' (Railway). 1377, 1378. 

Demand lor Supplementary Grant in respect of “Aviation”. 634.. 

Indian Finance Bill — ^ 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Couucil of State. 
2923. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demap^ for “ Railv-av Board " 

(Appointment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid 
Indianization of Railway Services). 1197, 1199. 

Motion VO reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Boa^d 

(Form of Budget and Statistics). 1282. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion tc refer to Select Committee. 311-12. 

Motion for the withdrawal of the instructions to the Select Committee 
to repo t not later than the 15th February 1927. 2109. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Point of order raised by the Honourable the Home Member on Mr. S. 
S^'inivasa Iyengar's motion to omit the Budget Demand for “Railway 
Board”, as to whether an amendment should be a purely negative one. 
1195. 

Repealing and Amending Bill — 

Motion to consider . 29G5. 

Motion to pass. 29G5. 

GRAIN - 

Question n exemption rf trom octroi duty in Baroda Cantonment 

24h3-U. 

GRANTrS)- 

Question 

from the Fine Fund of the East Indian Railway to European and 

Iridicin schools 2046-47. 

to Local Governments. 886. 

tc Muhammadan schools in the Delhi Province. 2178, 2181. 

Reducticri of the to the Aitchison College. 2037. 

Sanction of a for the Mo 3 yad-ul-Islam Orphanage and Middle 

School, Delhi. 2180, 2181. 

GRANTS -LN-AID- 

Question rc to European and Indian raihvay institutes by the 

Eastern Bengal Railwa^^ 1645. 

GRATUrnOKS)- 
Question rc — 

Eligibility of telegraph peons for and pensions. 1125 

Forfeiture o! the of Babu Surendra Nath Dutt, head pay clerk, 

Jamalpui, discharged from service for slack supervision. 2330-31. 

Grant of to the families of the two employees of the Government 

of India Press, Delhi, killed in a recent accident in the press. 2426. 

Grant of pensions, provident fund'or to the clerical establishment 

ol the Auxiliary and Territorial Force units. 1742. 
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GRAVEYAllD(S)- 

QuestioTi re Muslim outside Dabgari Gate in the Peshawar Canton- 

ment 2587-88. 

GRAZING LANDS- 

Question re near railway lines. 1481. 

GREAT RRITAIN— 

Question re contributions of India, , Australia, Canada .ind South 

Africa to the League of Nations. 942-43. 

GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY- 
See under ‘'Railway(s)’*. 

GREENl’IELD, Mr. H. C.- 
Current V Bill — 

Poosidevation of clause 4. 1867. 

Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 849-50. 

Oath of Ofhce. 5. 

Resolution u treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a bacl;w,;,rd tract. 
660-67. 

GRIE VANCE (S)— 

Question re . — 

of employees on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 399. 

of passengers to Baidyanatha Dham. 516. 

of subordinate employees of the Bengal Nagpur Rii’way. 335. 

of subordinate railway employees. 199-200. 

Ventilation of the of Government servants. 2521. 

GUARANTEE LUND— 

Question re — 

Amounts utilised for reimbursements for losses from the East 

Indian Railway. 2433. 

, East Indian Railway. 2433, 2434-35. 

Subscriptions to the from the employees of the East Indian 

Railway. 2434. 

GUARD(S)- 
Question rt — 

Appointment of Indians as “B’\ class on the Eastern Bengal Rail- 

way. 1644-45. 

Discontinuance of the practice of postmen acting as in the 

Bankura Post Office. 2416. 

Giant of house rent allowances to Mail — and other inferior servant* 
of the Railway Mail Service in the Madras Presidency. 889. 

Grievances of Indian employed at Sahebgunge on the East Indian 

RdiTway 717-18. 

Indian of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1644. 

Number of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian and drivers employ- 

ed on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India, Great Indian Penin- 
sula, East Indian and North-Western Railways. 1521. 
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QUARD(S)— 

Question re — co7itd. 

Prohibition of Indian and drivers from running mail and pjissenger 

trains. 294. 

Provision of quarters for Indian , train examiners, etc. 715. 

Provision of quarters or grant of a house allowance in lieu thereof to 
Indian of the East Indian Railway. 714-15. 

Representations of different cominunities holding appointments of assist- 
t'‘it station masters, station masters and - — on the North-Western 
Uailway. 147b. 

GUDALUR- 

Question rc transfer of Mr. V. liainachandran. Honorary Secretary of 

of the Comibatore Branch of the All-India Postal and Railv ay Mail 

JService Union from Coimbatore West to . 729. 

GUDUU rUNCTlON- 

Quesiion rc impreved platform for station. 429-30. 

GULAB SINCIT, Sardae- 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-2S. 2679. 

Oath cf t>f!ice, 4. 

Quesnion re- 

Abo! ition of the system of police licences for Hindu funeral processions* 
in Delhi. 251 a. 

Application of the ^Sikh Ourdwara Act to Sikh Gurdwaras in Delhi. 
2421. 

Construction of a railway from Batala via Butari and Patti to Lahore. 
525. 

Employment of Sikh clerks in the office of the Accountant (.Jeneral, 
Bail ways. 525. 

Employment of Sikhs in the Arcbreological Department- 525-26. 

Employment of Sikhs in the Meteorological Department 526. v 

Fencing of lailway lines. 523. 

Maximum salary of the Head clerk to the Assistant Cc Heel'll r.f Income- 
t.ix in the United Provinces, 2854. 

Pay of the clerical staff in the different circles under the Post Master 
CJeneral, Punjab. 522-23, 

Promotion of H^d clerks of Income-tax offices in the United Provinces 
to the ]xist of Assistant Income-tax Officers. 2855. 

Proposed new railway lines between Lyallpur, Jaranwaia and Thunira 
Cbeniol. 523. 

Provision of platforms at the principal stations on the Shahdara Sangla 
line of tlie North-Western Railway. 523. 

Recruitment of Sikhs in certain offices. 531. 

Resolution regarding the release of Sardar Kharak Singh 2420-21. 

Sikh candidates at the last examination of the Staff Selection Board. 
524-25. 

Time Tables of the North-Western Railw^ay. 2421. 

Travelling allowance of clerks drawing salaries of Rs. 150 to P.s. 200 
in the Ireome-tax offices in the United Provinces. 2855 
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GUN LICENCFS- 

Question re grant of to non-co-operators. 1576. 

GUNTEK-GUBZALA-MAOHERLA RAILWAY- 
' See under ‘*Railway(s)”. 

GURDWARAS— 

Question re application of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act to Sikh in Delhi. 

2421. 

GURKHi\(S)- 

Question rr proportion of Muhammadans, and other Hindus and 

SikIip Piiiplnypd as soldiers and Viceroy^s commissioned cffieers in the 
Indian Army 965. 


H 


HAGENBECK, Mn.- 
Question re — 

Evhibitio> given by Indians in Berlin under the direction cf . 

1C4S-49. 

Indian show given in Berlin under the direction of 1729. 

HAGUE, Thd— 

Question re admission of the United States of America to the Couit of 
Iniernational Justice at . 1575 76. 


HAIGH. Mr. P. B.- 
Currency Bill — 

Coii?»iderdtior. of clause 2. 2380. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1665 67, 1672. 

General Dn^<.’Ussion of the Railway Budget. 1176. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to pa.ss as amended. 2712-13. 

M<jtion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘Army Department.^' 
(General policy and expenditure.) 2265-69, 2270. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

HAJ COMMITI’EE- 

Question re — 

Central . 2338. 

— ^ at Karachi. 200. 

HAJ PILORIM(S" 

Question re — 

Hardships of at Karachi. 200-01. 

Unused return tickets of . 1908-09. 

HAJI, Mr. SARABHAI NEMCHAND— 

^ Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1700-03. 
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HAJI, Mr. SARABHAI mMCEAlUD-contd. 

Inditiu Finance Bill — 

Motion to pass as amended. 2703-09. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department^' (Division of portfolios and non-appointment of a mem- 
ber for communication). 20SG-88. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department' (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and suboidinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordincite.) 2073-74. 
Motior +c reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses* Admi- 
mstj ition" (Railways) (Reduction of third class farer). 1425. 

Oath of Otfee. 2 

Question rr — 

Aftion taken on the report of the Indian Deck Passenger Committee. 

Expendituie *'n the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 2768-71, 2771. 
loss uicuTved on the Western Hostel, New Delhi 2774 
Medical Reseaieh Institute. 2773. 

Now buildings for the office of the High Commissioner for India in 
London. 2771 73. 

Number rf steamers chartered for the despatch of troops to China. 
2.08 

Kunning oi the Western Hostel, New Delhi, as a Hotel 2774 
Selection of Indian delegates to the International Economic Conference. 
21o7 

Training m Wneless telegraphy. 2768. 

Training of cadets on the training ship “Duffenn". 2591 92. 
Resjlution improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 67^-81 

HAPLH- 

Question re — 

Construction of a railway between , Mowana and Luxar. 2519-20. 

Issue of tickets to third class passengers at station on the East 

Indian Railway. 2430-31. 

Lack of pioper arrangements for crossing the Railway line at 

station on thp East Indian Railway. 1039-40 

HARASSMENT- 

Question re of the travelling public by railway coolies at Delhi 

Junction. 2785. 

HARBOUR MASTERg- 

Question re qualifications for pilots, , Assistant , ete. 2439- 

40. 

HARDWAR- 

Question re employment of a lady ticket collector at . 1483. 

HARPA- 

Question re grant of a certificate to Dr. Ram Kishan, private medicfi 
practitioner of Pattoki, for services rendered by him to injured pas 
sengers during the collision at — . 802. 
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HAYMAN, Mu. A. M.- 

(Jeneral Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1165-72. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Ad- 
ministration’^ (Railways) (Appointment of Deputy Agents on the 
South Indian Railway). 1^10-11. 

Oath of Office. 1035. 

HAZARA- 

Questioii re creation of a separate divisional and sessions courts in 
and the Mardan sub-division, of the Peshawar district. 2399. 

HAZARA DISTRICT- 
Question re — 

Acquisition of land in the Agror Government forests in the . 

2041-42. 

Opening of a Zamindar’s Bank on the Co-operative Society System 
in the of the North-West Frontier Province. 13UO-10. 

HAZARTBAGH- 

Qiiestion re opening of j^ost offices at Lawaliing, Bharkatta and other 
important places in the district. 1910-11. 

HEAD CLERK(S)-- 
Quostion re — 

Maximum salary of the to the Assistant Collector ot income- 

tax in the United Provinces. 2854. 

Promotion of of Income-tax offices in the United Provinces to 

the post of Assistant Income-tax officers. 2855. 

HEALTH- 

Question re of political detenus. 513-14. 

HEZLETT, Mu. J.— 

Oath of Office. 5. 

HIDES- 

Question re purchase of raw for the Cawnporo Harness and Sad- 

dlery Factory. 2858-59. 

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA- 

Budget Demand for “Expenditure in England . “ 2325. 

Question re — 

Indianisation of the office of the , London. 1902-03. 

New Iniildings for the office of the , London 2771-73. 

HIGH OOURT(S)- 
Question re — 

Appointment of a Mussalman as a Judge of the , Patna. 2424- 

25. 

Appointment of Vakils as Chief Justices of . 2035. 

Judgment of the Allahabad -* — regarding the obligation on rail- 
ways to lock wagons while carrying goods. 952. 
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HIGH COVRT(S)-contd. 

Question re-^contd. 

Judgments of the of Calcutta, Allahabad and Madras regaiding 

Brahmani bulls. 2241. 

Rules framed by the under the Code of Civil Procedure. 166. 

HIGH COURT JUnGE(S)^ 

Question re — 

Appointment of military officers as . 2592. 

Criterion for selection of . 294. 

Total strength of and Chief Court Judges showing number of 

Muhammadans. 281-82. 

HIGH SCHOOLS- 

Question re introduction of a time scale of pay in the Anglo-Verna- 
cular schools and of Ajmer-Merwara. 2418-19. 

BINDLEY, Sir CLEMENT- 

Budget Demand for ^'Inspection’^ (Railway). 1378-79. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1171. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^‘Railway Board’^ 

(Appointment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and 
rapid Indianisation of the Railway services). 1217-25, 1239. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^^Railway Board”. 

(Grievances of subordinat.e railway employees). 1298. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^Railway Board”. 

(Railway communication between Gauhati and Shillong). 1344-4G. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Railway Board”. 

(Reduction of freight on petrol). 1372-73. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses : 

Administration” (Railw^ays) (Administration of the Stores Depart- 
ment, North-Western Railway). 1412. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses: 

Administration” (Railways) (Arrangements for the Hardw’ar-Kumbh 
Mela). 1414, 1415, 1416-20. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand -for "Working Expenses: 

Repairs and Maintenance and Operation” (Railways) (Repairs and 
maintenance charges of rolling stack). 1441, 1442-49. 

Oath of Office. 1123. 

HINDU(S)- 
Question re— 

Appointment of a as second clerk in the office of the Superinten- 

dent of Education, Delhi. 2179-80, 2181. 

Number of , Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the office of 

the Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle, 
and the Deputy Postmaster General, Railway Mail Service, Ambala! 
964. 

Number of Muhammadan, and Sikh Inspectors of the Post 

Offices and the Railway Mail Service in the Punjab. 965. 

Percentage of in the Government of India Secretariat. 2803. 

Proportion of Muhammadans, Gurkhais and other — and gikhs 
employed as soldiers and Vicercy^s commissioned officers in the 
Indian Army. 005. 
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EmiDV(S)--contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of in the Postal service of the 

Punjab and North-West Frontier Circles. 2781. 

HINDU CHILD MARRIAiGE BILI^ 

See under *‘Bill(s).*’ 

HINDU FUNERAL .PROCESSION(S)- 

Question re abolition of the system of police licences for in Delhi. 

2514. 

HINDUBAGH-FORT SANDEMAN RAILWAY- 
Se^ under ^^Railway.*' 

HINDUSTAN TIMES- 

Question re Article in the dated the 7th February, 1927, entitled 

“Life in Raisina.’* 2765-66. 

HIRE PURCHASE SYSTEM- 

Question re acquisition by Government servants of Government resi- 
dential buildings on the . 1517. 

HISSAR- 

Question re provisions of lights in compouud leading to the third 
class waiting shed at railway station. 803-04. 

HISTORY- 

Question re inclusion of Economic and as qualifying subjects for 

the examination for the superior traffic and commercial brauches of 
the State Railways. 2438-39. 

HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE— 

Question re inclusion of* the as an optional subject for the Indian 

Audit and Accounts Service Examination. 1497. 

HOLIDAY(S)- 
Question re — 

Declaration of the day of the Assembly elections as a public by 

Local Governments. 152. 

Dipavali day to be in Government Telegraph Offices. 290. 

Grant of allowances for work on Sundays and — — to the clerical 
staff of the office of the Deputy Mechanical Engineer, Jamalpur. 
1830. 

in the Imperial Secretariat. 2458. 

in the offices under the Central Government in the Provinces. 

1516. 

Reduction of work in post offices on Sundays and . 725. 

HOME DEPARTMENT— 

Budget Demand for 2316, 
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HONG KONG-- 

Statement (laid on the table) regarding Indians in and Shanghai. 

2462. 

HONORAEY POWERS- 

Question re conferment of on private individuals in the North- 

West Frontier Province. 2403-04. 

HOSPITAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Discharge of matrons of military family . 2779. 

Establishment of Indian iamily in all military stations contain- 

ing Indian troops. 2910-11. 

HOTEL(S)- 

Question re running of the Western Hostel, New Delhi, as a . 2774. 

HOURS OF WORK IN INDUSTRIES— 

Question re maximum adopted by the International Labour Con- 

ference at Geneva. 717. 

HOUSE S- 

Question re annual rent of in Baroda Cantonment. 2442-43. 

HOUSE ALLOWANCE- 

Question re provision of quarters or grant of a in lieu thereof to 

Indian guards of the East Indian Railway. 714-15. 

POUSE BUILDING LOAN(S)- 
Question re — 

Advance of a to Mr. G. Zakria Khan, an officer of the North- 

Western Railway. 2907, 

Advance of to railway employees. 2907. 

HOUSE RENT— 

Question re — 

Amount of granted to telegraph peons where no quarters are 

provided. 1124. 

Extra for postal employees in Madura, etc. 297. 

of sub-postmasters in Bombay. 1473. 

HOUSE RENT ALLOWANCE- 
Question re — 

Grant of compensatory to the clerks of the Posts and Telegraph 

Department. 1643-44. 

Grant of and Secretariat rates of pay to the ministerial establish- 

ment at Army Headquarters. 2515. 

Grant of to postal employees in the Madras Presidency. 2516- 

17. 

Grant of to the mail guards and other inferior servants of ^ the 

Railway Mail Service in the Madras Presidency. 889. 

K 2 
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HOWARD BROTHERS, Messes. W. W.— 

Question re agency held by , London, for the sale of Indian timber 

in Europe. 2037-38. 

HOWE, Mb.— 

Question re cancellation of the resignation tendered by , an engine- 

er. 716. 

HOWELL, Mr. E. B.- 

Budget Demand for ‘‘Army Department.'^ 2294. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ''Army Department.” (iGen- 
eral policy and expenditure). 2271-74, 2276. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Statement (laid on the table) regarding Indians in Hong Kong and 
^ Shanghai. 2462. 

HOWRAH- 
Question re — 

Abolition of the system of free labour rendered by luggage porters 
at . 1487-88. 

Grievances of luggage porters at . 1486-87. 

Increment of postmen of the head offices at and Alipore. 1820. 

Reduction of the license fees of porters employed at . 1487. 

Running of an express train between and Delhi via Jamalpur. 

1830-31. 

HOWRAH RAILWAY STATION— 

Question re admission of third class passengers to the . 1303. 

HOWRAH-VISHNU.PUR CHORD LINE- 
Question re construction of the . 1738. - 

HOWRAH YARD- 

Question re construction of a building in the for the staff of the 

Watch and Ward Department of the East Indian Railway. 

HUSSAIN SHAH, Sayyed— 

Oath of Office. 4. 

HYDER, Dr. L. K.- 

Motion for Adjournment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 604-05. 

Oath of Office. 327. 

Resolution re* improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 681- 
82, 683. 

HYDERABAD— 

Budget Demand for " ” 2324. 

HYDERABAD SIND- 

Question re street names in Cantonment bazar area of . 195-96^, 
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IMPEPJ.^ AIK SCHEME— 

Question re employment of trained Indian Airmen in connection with the 
. 1300- OT. 

IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA— 

Question rt — 

Issue of emergency currency to the . 882-83. 

Opening ol new branches of the in Burma, etc. 2248. 

Realization of the loan advanced to the Army Canteen Board by the 
. 1041-42, 

Total advances of the before the bank rate was raised to 7 per 

cent, etc. 1823. 

IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
Ste under ‘'Bill(s)’' — 

IMPERIAL CONFERENCE- 
Question re— 

Government’s liability for and military, naval and air projects 

i!04-05 

■Speecbc.^ of the representatives of India at the recent — 158-59. 

IMPERIAL CUSTOMS SERVICE— 

Question re appointments during 1926-27 to the . 340 

IMPERIAL DAIRY EXPERT— 

Question tp researches conducted by the at Bancalore. 2422-23. 

IMPERIAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE(S)- 

Que.'jtion re abolition of direct recruitment to in Bengal. 295. 

IMPERIAL FCdlEST SERVICE- 

Question re Muhammadans in the . 350. 

IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT- 

Queati *11 re contributions by the to the Provincial Governments tor 

thf 3 improvement of Agriculture and Industries. 873. 

IMPERIAL LIBRARY— 

Question re location of . 220. 

IMPERIAL OFFICERS- 

Question rt number of serving in Burma in 1918 and 1926. 2456. 

IMPERIAL RECORD DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Pay and prospects of the clerks in the . 1389-90. 

Recognition of the as an attached oflBice of the Government of India. 

1388-89. 

Revision of the pay of the second division men in the . 1389. 

Transfer of the from Calcutta to New Delhi. 1389. 
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IMPERIAL REVENUE(S)-~ 

Question re tariff and other sources of in India. 295 

IMPERIAL SECRETARIAT--. 

Question re holidays in the . 2458. 

IMPERIAL SECRETARIAT EXAMINATION- 
Sec under ^^Examination(s)^’. 

IMPORT- 

Question re prohibition of the of artificial ghee. 399. 

IMPORT TRADE- 

Question re last five years^ figures for export and . 296. 

INCIDENTAL CHARGES- 

Question re debiting of freight and on stores to the Railway Revenue 

Account. 2913-14. 

INCOME-TAX- 
Question rc— 

Abolition of the existing exemption of agricultural income from 
liabnity to . 2336. 

Assessment to of amounts paid by their customers to commission 

agents for charitable purposes. 2447-48. 

Eligibility of firms paying to vote at Legislative Assembly elec- 

tions. 204. 

Maximum and super-tax levied in India and England. 1383-86. 

Supply, free of charge, of assessment orders in respect of to. 

assessees in Delhi. 2446. 

INCOME-TAX ACT- 
Question re — 

Deduction of interest on mortgage permissible under section 9(1) (iv) 
of the 1922. 2446-47. 

Reduction of fees charged under the 1922 2447. 

INCOMK-TA\ ASSESSEE(S)— 

Question re — 

Allowance of bad debts arising out of irrecoverable arrears of rent to 
. 2447. 

Allowance to an of deduction for interest on capital provided by 

the asscssee himself out of his own funds. 154. 

INCOME-TAX, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER OF- 
Question re pay of the Bombay. 1511. 

INCOME-TAX, COMMISSIONER OF— 

Question re pay of the Bombay. 1511. 

INCOME-TAX DEPARTMENT— 

Question re Officers in the in the Bombay. 1511. 



XKDU TO LBOISliATIVE ASS^BltY DEBATES. 


135 


INCOME-TAX OFFICE(S)~ 

Question re— 

Promotion of Head Clerks of in the United Provinces to the post 

of Assistant I^ijorne-tax officers. 2855. 

Travelling allowance of clerks drawing salaries of Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 
in the in the United Provinces. 2855. 

INCOME-TAX OFFICER(S)- 
Question re— 

Assistant in the Punjab. 2184. 

Undesirability of inquiry into bad debt deductions by . 299. 

INCREMENTS- 
Question rr — 

Annual of men in the second division of the Government of India 

Secretariat. 1887-88. 

Annual of Superintendents of Post Offices. 528. 

Counting of service for in the time-scale of pay of assistants and 

clerks in the Government of India Secretariat. 28&4-65. 

Extra cost of to postal recruited telegraphists. 289. 

Grant of advance in the time-scale to Babu Satchidananda 

Chatterjee of the office of the Director General of Posts and Tele- 
graphs. 742-43. 

of nostal clerks and postmen. 2518. 

of postmen of the Howrah and Alipore head offices. 1820. 

Officiating or temporary service to count towards in Postal De- 

partment. 289. 

Previous service considered in granting in Government Depart- 

ments. 'J89. 

Previous service of postal recruited telegraphists to count towards . 

289-90. 

Stoppage of the of three postal officials in the Nilgiri Division. 

1730. 

Scuppage of the of the Sub-Postmaster, Cherambadi Post Office. 

1730-31. 

Withdrawal or stoppage of of clerks and accountants in Military 

Accounts Offices. 1513. 

INDEX- 

Question re issue . of an abridged to the proceedings of the Legislative 

Assembly for the years 1921-26. 2461. 

INDIA- 

Quesfion re — 

Contributions of Great Britain, Australia, Canada and South Africa 

to the League of Nations. 942-43. 

Railway between and Burma. 351. 

INDIA OFFICE- 

Question re article in the ‘‘Forward’* of December 23rd, 1926, headed 

“Ml* Saklatwals and .** 2335-36. 

INDIA UNATTACHED LIST- 

Question /c conditions of service of members of the . 14t8. 
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INDIAN(S)-^ 

Question re— 

Expenditure on Railway schools for Europeans ‘and . 2784. 

in superior services on State Railways. 340. 

Leave rules for European, Anglo-Indians and in the subordinate 

service of the East Indian Railway. 1905. 

Recruitment of , Europeans and Anglo-Indians in the TraflSc De- 

partment, Eastern Bengal Railway. 1508. 

INDIAN ARMS ACT- 

Question re exemption of 2nd .and 3rd class Sardars of the Deccan under 
. 191. 

INDIAN ARMY- 
Question re — 

Correct official designation of officers in the . 2791-92. 

Employment of the outside India. 1654. 

Employment of officers of the in Civil Departments. 1485-86. 

Proportion of Muhammadans, Gurkhas and other Hindus and Sikhs 

employed as soldiers and Viceroy’s commissioned officers in the . 

965. 

Recruitment for the from Bihar and Orissa. 1041. 

Recruitment for the from the Bombay Presidency. 156-57.- 

Vacancies :n the ranks of King’s commissioned officers of the open 

to British Officers. 704-05. 

INDIAN AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS SERVICE EXAMINATION- 
Question re— 

Inclusion of ccmmercial subjects in the . 1523. 

Inclusion of the History of English Literature as an optional subject 
for the . 1497. 

INDIAN AUXIIIAR\ AND TERRITORIAL FORCES CO:\IMITTEE- 
Questidn re — 

Action taken on the recommendations of the . 2P44. 

Recommendations of the . 2250. 

Report of the . 341-342. 

INDIAN BAR COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under ‘^Bill(s)”— 

INDIAN CENTRAL COTTON COMMITTEE- 

Question re representation of the Legislative Assembly on the . 

810. 

INDIAN CHRISTIAN(S)— 

See under ‘'Christian(s)”. 

INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE- 
Question re — 

Appointments of Indians to the in Bihar and Orissa since 1924. 

339. 

Appointments tv^ the . 712. 

Increase in the number of listed posts, 2903. 
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I1?DIAN CIVIL SERVICE-con^^. 

Questioi^ re — conid. 

Listed posts in the Provincial Cadres of the . 2901-03. 

Nominations to the . 1304-05. 

Nominations to the of Muslims from Bengal. 1477. 

Nominations to the of persons from Bengal. 1477. 

Promotion from the Provincial Civil Service to the in Bihar and 

Orissa. 387. 

Rec 9 mmendation of the Lee Commission regarding promotion of men 

in the Provincial Services to the . 2901. 

Seniority of Provincial Civil Service officers holding listed posts. 

2903-04. 

INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATION- 
Question re in India. 341. 

INDIAN CIVIL VETERINARY DEPARTMENT- 

Question re employment of qualified State veterinary scholars in the . 

2444-45. 

INDIAN CORPS OF CLERK(S)- 

Question re case of Mr. J. M. Izzat Beg of the . 2869-71. 

INDIAN COURTS- 

Question re right of judicial appeal enjoyed by European British subjects 
from the . 2035. 

INDIAN DECK PASSENGER COMMITTEE— 

Question re action taken on the report of the . 2773-74. 

INDIAN DELEGATION- 

Question re exi^enditure on the South African deputation to India and 
the to South Africa. 155-56. 

INDIAN DEPUTATION- 

Question re cost of the Fiji. 875. 

INDIAN DIVORCE (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under ** Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN EDUCATION SERVICE- 
Question re — 

Number of posts on the_Cadre of the in the North-West Frontfer 

Province, etc. 1314-15. 

Reversion of Rai Bahadur A. C. Mukerjee of the in the United Pro- 

vinces from junior selection grade. 1825-26. 

See under Act(s)^\ 

INDIAN EXCHEQUER— 

"Question re— 

Cost to of Royal Commission on Agriculture. 276-77. 

Cost to the of the Singapore scheme. 331. 
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INDIAN EXPEDITIONERY FORCES— 

Question re pensions of certain civilian clerks who proceeded on field 
service overseas with the . 1744. 

INDIAN FAMILY HOSPITALS— 

Question re establishment of in all military stations containing 

Indian troops. ?910-11. 

INDIAN FINANCE BILL- 
Sec under “ Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN FOREST BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN LAW REPORTS BILL— 

See under “ Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN LEGISLATURE- 
Question re — 

Censorship of telegrams to Members of the regarding the recent 

situation at Kharagpur. 1577. 

Extension of the Library of the . 2523. 

Powers of the to enact laws for the reservation of the coastal 

trade of India to Indian Vessels. 1192-93. 

INDIAN LIGHTHOUSE BILL- 
See under “ Bill(s)’'. 

INDIAN LIMITATION (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under “ Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN LIMITATION (AMENDMENT) BILL (AMENDMENT OF SEC- 
TIONS 20 AND 21)- 

fiee under “ BilKs)”. 

INDIAN LIMITATION (AMENDMENT) BILL (AMENDMENT OF 
ARTICLE 182 OF SCHEDULE I)— 

See under “ Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN MEDICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re new pension rates for the — 2790 

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE- 
Question re — 

Grant of passage facilities to the Indian members of the proceed- 

ing to the United Kingdom on study leave. 2791. 

Grant of passages to England by transport to oflScers of the — — of 
Asiatic domicile. 2910. 

Overseas pay of officers of the — . 2792. 
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INDIAN MEDICAL SEEVICE-~con^d. 

Question re — contd. 

Permanent appointments to the made by nomination by the Secre* 

tary of State from 1920 to 1926. 2451. 

Promotions of Captains in the to the rank of Major. 2791. 

Kecommendations of the Lee Commission regarding the 2451. 

Refusal *of the Lee Commission passage concessions to officers of the 
Asiatic domicile. 2909-10. 

INDIAN. MERCANTILE MARINE COMMITTEE- 
Question re recommendations of the . 330, 1191. 

INDIAN MERCHANDISE MARKS (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under Bill(s)’'. 

INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under ** Bill(s)'\ 

INDIAN MILL-MADE CLOTH— 

Question re rates charged by Railways on Khaddar and foreign 

piece goods. 1491-92. 

INDIAN MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under Bill(s)’\ 

INDIAN NAVY— 

Question re- 
creation of an . 2175. 

Relation of the proposed to the British Navy. 1827. 

INDIAN PENAL CODE (AMENDMENTS BILL- 
See under Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN POLICE- 

Question re courses of instruction given annually at Scotland Yard to 
officers of the . 1908. 

INDIAN POLICE SERVICE- 
Question re — 

Appointments of Indians to the since 1924. 338. 

Period of probation of officers of the Provincial and the . 338. 

INDIAN POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Budget Demand for ‘‘ 2009-34, 2054-2101. 

Question re grant of compensatory house rent allowance to the clerka 
of the . 1643-44. 

INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS- 
Budget Demand for “ 2325. 

INDIAN POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT— 

Demand for an excess grant in respect of ** 613-17. 

INDIAN RADIO TELEGRAPH COMPANY, LIMITED— 

Question re grant of a licence to the . 1652-53. 
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INDUN RAILWAYS ACT- 
See under Act(s)^\ 

INDIAN RAILWAY SERVICE OF ENGINEER(S)~ 

See Railway Service of Engineer(s)'\ 

INDIAN REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN SECURITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under Bill(s)”. 

INDIAN SHOW— 

Question re given in Berlin under the direction of Mr, Hagenbeck. 

1729. 

INDIAN STAMP (AMENDMENT) ACT— 

See under “ Act(s)'\ 

INDIAN STORES DEPARTMENT- 

Budget Demand for '' ”, 2322. 

Question re — 

Future location of the . 1517-18. 

Muslim clerks in the Audit Office of the . 2171. 

Muslim Officers in the . 2170. 

Percentage of Mussalman clerks in the office of the Audit officer, . 

2426. 

Policy in regard to the . 1901. 

Reduction of the expenditure of the London. 1901-4)2. 

INDIAN SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under “ Bill(s)’\ 

INDIAN TERRITORIAL FORCE— 

Question re — 

Provincial and urban units of the 2251-52. 

Training of selected men from the and the University Training 

Corps in civil and military aviation. 1501. 

INDIAN TRADE UNION ACT- 
See under Act(s)’'. 

INDIAN TROOPS— 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy disallowing the motion of 
Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar to move the adjournment of the House to 

discuss the question of the despatch of to China. 76. 

Motion for adjournment re despatch of to China. 51-55, 76. 

Question re — 

Establishment of Indian family hospitals in all military stations con- 
taining . 2910-11, 

Expenditure on employed outside India. 1904-05. 

Expenditure on the despatch of to China. 2338-39. 

INDIAN UNATTACHED LIST— 

Question re conditions of service of the . 2174. 
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INDIAN VESSELS- 

Question re powers of the Indian Legislature to enact laws for the 
reservation of the coastal trade of India to . 1192-93. 

INDIAN WORKMENS COMPENSATION ACT- 
See under Act(s)^\ 

INDIANISATION- 
Question re— 

of the office of the High Commissioner for India in London. 1902. 

03. 

^ of the superior Revenue Establishment of Transportation (Power) 

and Mechanical Engineering Departments. 343-344. 

of the Superior Services in India. 336-337. 

of the Superior Services on Company Railways. 340. 

Swarajya on on the South Indian Railway 296. 

INDIGENOUS DRUGS- 
Question re . 2452. 

INDO-EUROPEAN TELEGRAPHS— 

Budget Demand for 2326. 

INDO-EUROPEAN TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT- 

Budget Demand for (including Working Expense8)’\ 2315. 

INDUSTRIES- 

Budget Demand for “ 2320. 

Question re — 

Contributions by the Imperial Government to the Provincial Govern- 
ments for the improvement of Agriculture and . 873. 

Government aid to infant in Belgium and Germany. 296. 

INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR, DEPARTMENT OF- 
Budget Demand for ** 2317. 

Question rc amalgamation of the Public Works Branch with the . 

2435-36. 

INFANT INDUSTRIES- 
See under ^'Industries”. 

INFORMATION OFFICE- 

Question re establishment in India of an of the League of Nations 

945. 

INLAND STEAM-VESSELS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under "Bill(s)”. 

INNES.^The Honourable Sir CHARLES— 

Budget Demand for — 

"Audit” (Railways). 1393. 

"Companies’ and Indian States’ share of surplus profits and net 
earnings (Railway)”. 1450. 

"Inspection”. 1374. 
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INNES, The Honoueable Sie CHAELES— 

Budget Demand for — contd, 

“Railway Board”. 1194. 

“Working Expenses: A-dministration” (Railways). 1393. 

“Working Expenses Repairs and Maintenance and Operation (Rail- 
ways)”. 1440. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1603. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1141, 1143, 1183-90. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part I of Schedule II. 2632-33. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2634, 2638, 2639, 2646, 2647, 
2648, 2660-55. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2707, 2708, 2717, 2718. 

Indian Lighthouse Bill — 

Motion to agree to the recommendation of the Council of State that 

the be referred to a Joint Committee. 2840. 

Motion to constitute the Committee. 2840. 

Introduction of the Railway Budget for 1927-28. 980-988. 

Motion for adjournment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 600-02. 

Motion for adjournment to discuss the strike at Khargpur on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. 976, 977, 1016, 1018-21, 1022, 1023, 1032. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Central Advisory Council for 
Railways. 303. 

Motion for the election of the Standing Finance Committee for Rail- 
ways. 6. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs” (Duty on cotton 
piece-goods and abolition of the export duties on tea and raw hides). 
1979-80. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs” (Ruling as to 
assessment of duty on imported paper). 1988. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department” (Division of portfolios and non-appointment of a member 
for communications). 2086, 2087, 2088, 2089, 2089-92. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid Indiani- 
zation of Railway Services). 1200, 1201, 1209, 1212, 1213, 1215, 1216, 
1225, 1233, 1241-47. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Grievances 
of subordinate railway employees). 1299, 1318, 1329, 1335-41. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^‘Railway Board” (Policy 
followed in respect of the purchase of stores). 1263, 1267, 1268-70. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Powers 
and formation of Advisory Committees). 1355, 1368-60. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Railway 
rates of freight in relation to the Indian manufacturer). 1364, 1365, 
1367-68. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Strengthen- 
ing the representative control by all interests concerned over Indian 
Railways). 1254-55. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Administration of the Stores Department, 
North-Western Railway). 1412-13. 
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liNNES, The Honourable Sir CEARLES^concld. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ''Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration^^ (Railways) (Arrangements for the Hardwar Kumbh Mela). 
1414. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses : Admi- 
nistration^^ (Railways) (Inconveniences suffered by the travelling 
public). 1429-31. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration^* (Railways) (Over-employment of Europeans in new posts 
created and vacancies filled). 1435-37. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses : Admi- 
nistration** (Railways) (Reduction of third class fares). 1424, 1425-27. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Supervision and the charges claimed under 
that head). 1407-08. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration** (Railways) (Third and intermediate class waiting rooms 
for Indian ladies at Moradabad). 1439. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Statement laid on the table 7'e Agreement between United Kingdom and 
Greece respecting the measurement of tonnage of merchant ships. 
2108. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Introduction of the . 58. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 104-18, 120, 125, 127, 143-44. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 542. 

Motion to consider. 746. 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 753, 754, 759, 764, 769, 771- 
82. 

Motion to consider. 924. 

Consideration of clause 2. 930-938, 1004, 1059, 1062, 1071-73, 1085, 1086, 
1087, 1088, 1089, 1093, 1094. 

Consideration of clause 3. 1096, 1097, 1099-1100. 

Motion to pas.s. 1101, 1105, 1106, 1114. 

INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under "Bill(s)**. 

INSPECTION— 

Budget Demand for " **, 1374-79. 

Question re of the Cherambadi post office by the Superintendent 

of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 1729-30. 

INSPECTION CHARGES- 

Question re payments made to Consulting Engineers for State Railways 
in respect of fees, , etc. 793. 

INSPECTOR(S)- 
Question re— 

* appointed to supervise the work of the coolie contractor at Delhi 

, function. 2785-86. 

Number of clerical staff and transferred from Lucknow to C^^lcutti 

from the different head offices of the East Indian Railway. 2060. 
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INSPECTORS OF POST OFFICES- 

Question re — 

Amount of conveyance allowance paid to in Madras, Bombay and* 

Calcutta. 2849-60. 

Hardships of the in the Bengal and Assam Circle. 2413. 

Number of Muhammadan, Hindu and Sikh and the Railway Mail 

Service in the Punjab. 966. 

Reversion of and head clerks to Superintendents to the general 

line of the clerical time-scale in the Madras Circle. 724. 

Transfer of postmasters, clerks and leave reserve clerks from the 

Nilgiri Division. 723-24. 

INSPECTOR OF WORKS- 

Question re case of Mr. Mohamad Usman, late an at Panipat, East 

Indian Railway. 2871-72. 

INSTITUTIONS- 
Question re — 

Exemption of societies or banks from payment of postal, insurance 

and registration commissions. 2908. 

Naval training in India. 194. 

INSURANCE COMMISSION- 

Question re exemption of societies, institutions or banks from payment 
of . 2908. 

INSURANCE RULES— 

Question re alteration of the Post Office to permit of conditional 

assignment. 345. 

INSURED ARTICLES- 

Question re increase in losses of parcel bags and during the regime 

of Mr. C. D. Rae, Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta. 2408-09 

INTEREST- 
Question rc — 

Allowance to an income-tax assessee of deduction for on capital 

Ijrovided by the assessee himself out of his own funds. 154. 

Deduction of on mortgage permissible under section 9 (i) (iv) 

of the IncoDie-tax Act, 1922. 2446-47. 

Grant of allowances to postal clerks for posting — p in Savings Bank 
ledgers. 720-21. 

Reduction of the on Provident Fund deposits. 962. 

INTEREST BILL- 
See under ''Bills^\ 

INTEREST-FREE ADVANCES— 

Budget Demand for 2326. 

INTEREST ON DEBT AND REDUCTION OR AVOIDANCE OF DEBT- 
Budget Demand for 2316. 
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INTEREST ON MISCELLANEOUS OBLIGATIONS— 

Budget Demand for “ 2315. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ** 628. 

INTERMEDIATE CLASS ACCOMMODATION- 
Question re — 

on all trains on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 441. 

Provision of betwe^ Delhi and Bhatinda on the metre gauge 

section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 803. 

INTERMEDIATE CLASS COMPARTMENTS— 

Question re — 

Charges for the reservation of on Railways. 147. 

Discontinuance of the use of oil cloth cushions in on the East 

Indian and North-Western Railways. 1040-41. 

Leaky latrines in . 949. 

Latrines in on the North-Western Railway. 949. 

Provision of and dining saloons on trains running between Madras 

and Mangalore. 707. 

Supply of fans in on State Railways. 2419. 

INTERNAL AIR SERVICES- 

Question re inauguration of . 1.307. 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC CONFER ENCE- 

Question re selection of Indian delegates to the . 2107 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE- 
Question re — 

Conventions and recommendations relating to seamen adopted by the 

0th session of the . 2174-75. 

Indian delegates to the . 1475-77. 

Maximum hours of labour in industries adopted bv the at Geneve. 

717. 

INTER NAl^TONAf/ LABOUR OFFICE— 

Question re number of Indians employed in the Secretariat of the League 
of Nations and the . 943-45. 

IRRIGATTON- 

Budget Dem ind for “* ". 2325. 

IRRIGATION (INCLUDING WORKING EXPENSES), NAVIGATION, 
EMBANKj\1FNT AND DRAINAGE WORKS— 

Budget Demand for “ 2.315 

IRRIGATION NOT CHARGED TO REVENUE- 

Demaiid for an excess grant in respect of “ 627. 

ISLAMTA HIGH SCHOOL- 
Question rc— 

Grant of a site for an in the Cantonment of Peshawar for the 

children of retired military officers. 2686-87, 

Second Mastership in the Government Moinia , Ajmer. 2686. 
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ISMAIL KHAN, Mr. 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigration. 

612. 

Oath of Off ce. r. 

Question ir — 

Reduction in the number of Commissioners in the United Provinces. 
732-:i3. 

Reservation of compartments on the North Western Railway. 2594. 
Separation of judicial and e\ecuti\e functions in the United Provinces. 
732-33. 

Teaching of Peisian in the Government High School at Port Blair. 
733. 

ISSUE BRANCH-- 

Qijiestion re' chalge alloi^ance drawn by upper division men holding 
charge ol a Routine Section or in the Government of India Secre- 

tariat. 2519 

IYENGAR, Mi*,. A. RANGASWAMI— 

lAmendment of Standingl Orders*. 373. 

Bengal detenus. 2463, 2464 

Budget Demand for ^Hnspection^^ (Railways). 1377, 1378 
Currency B’ll — 

Consideiafcion of clause 2. 2473, 2478-82. 

Demand lor an excess grant in respect of — 

‘^Civil Vflerinary Services''. 622-23. 

‘‘Education". 619-20 

“Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department". 613-15, C17. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

“Aviation' . 634, OS’) 

“Stamps" 628. 

Election of — to the Public Accounts Committee. 103 
General discussion of the General Budget. 1580-85, 1640, 1641, 1663 
General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1161. 

Gold StaiidaiJ and Reserve Bank of India Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 87-88 

Indian Finance Bill— ^ 

Motion to consider, 2563, 2563-64. 

Considerauon of Schedule I. 2611, 2621, 2626 
Consideration of Part T1 of Schedule II. 2631-38, 2664, 2665 
Motion *0 consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2928 

Indian Foiest Bill— 

Constitution of the Select Committee. 2897. 

Indian Income tax (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 177-78. 

Madras Salt (Amendment) Bill- 
Consideration of clause 2. 2876-77, 2881, 2882. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. 8at>endra Chandra Mitra 
at meetings of the Legislative Ai^embly. 24, 39. 

Motion for adjournment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 594. 
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lYENOAE, Mb. A. EANGASWAMT — contd. 

Motion to leihice the Budget Demand for ‘^Customs” (Kevision of specific^ 
ad valorern and protective duties: lax administration). 1980-82. 
Motion t") reduce the Budget Demand for ^‘Executive Councir^ (Attitude* 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue.) 1932, 1968, 
1970. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department” (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate- 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2025-26. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department” (Telegraph censorship). 2094, 2096. 

Motion to reduce the Budget DemJind for “Railway Board” 

(Appointment of Tndians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid 
Indianization of Railway Services). 1201, 1220, 1222. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” 

(Policy followed in lespect of the purchase of stpres). 1265. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board '' 

(Quinquennial review of Capital Programme). 1257-1258. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” 

(Separation of Railway from General Finance). 1272-74, 1277. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses : 

Administration*' (Railways) (Appointment of Deputy Agents on the 
South Indian Railwaj^, 1409-10. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: 

Administration” (Railways) (Supervision and the charges claimed under 
that head). D06, 1407. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for the withdrawal of the instructions to the Select Committee 
to report not later than the 15th February 1927. 2109. 

Oath of (Mfice. 2. 

Point of order raised by the Honourable the Home Member on Mr. S, 
Srinivasa lyengar^s motion to omit the Budget Demand for “Railway 
Board”, as to whether an amendment should be a purely negative 
one. 1195-96, 1197. 

Question re — 

Alleged shortage of timber on the South Indian Railway. * 947. 
Changes in the rules of the Assembly and Provincial Legislatures. 
394-97. 

Civilian apprentice store-holders in Indian Arsenals. 947-48. 

District Board feeder Railway or tramway development. 391-92. 
Government action re Tanjore District Board Railway extensions. 
386-91. 

Land revenue legislg.tion in the Provinces. 392-94. 

Provincial I.oans Fund. 948. 

Separation of Audit from Accounts. 948-49. 

Question ( Supplementary) re— 

Acceleration of the English mail. 703-704. 

Action taken by the Railway Board on appeals from men dismissed 
by the East Indian ahd the Great Indian Peninsula Bfiilways. 
955-58. 

Age of Mr. Odder, Manager of the Central Publication Branch. 796-97., 

L 2 
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lYENiGAR, Mr. A. RANOASWAMI-confrf. 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Appomcinent of the Royal Commission on Reforms. 2046. 

Availability of the funds of the Post Office Savings Banks for the 
local money market, etc. 2249. 

Bengal detenu*:, 223. 

Concessions for officers of Indian and non-Indian domicile on State 
Railways. 381 

Consuliation by the Governor General of the Governor General in 
Council in respect of nominations to the Legislative Assembly. 736. 

Dangerous condition of the Assembly Chamber, New Delhi. 2679. 

Deputy Transportation Superintendent (Traction), Great Indian 
Peninsiila Railway. 950-51. 

Differential treatment in poll-tax and education in Kenya. 186. 

Emj/loynient of Indian troops outside the external frontiers of India. 
8S0. 

Expenclitufe on the erection of workshops for State and Company- 
managed railways. 798. 

Expenditure on the Royal Commission on Agricultuie. 2769, 27TO 

Fitting of automatic centre buffer couplers to rjlling stock on 
Railways 150. 

Health ( f political detenus. 514. 

Introduction of legislation regarding the machinery foj settling labour 
dispute! 711. 

Large dividends paid by the Bengal and North Western Railway. 
1495, 14C6. 

Lownes.** of the dome of the Council House. 363. 

Memori.ol to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satjondra Chandra 
Mitra, a political detenu. 2856, 2857, 2858. 

Names, qualifications, period of service and posts now filled by the 
three most senior Indians in the Railway Service. 816. 

New buildings for the office of the High Commissioner for India in 
London. 27'2, 2773. 

Number of Bids certified by the Governor General during 1924-26, etc. 
SCO. 

Number of Indians employed in the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations and the International Labour Offiep. 944. 

Participation of 36 clerks of the Postal Department, Rawalpindi, in an 
election campaign of a particular candidate for the Legislative 
Assembly 22‘'^6. 

Provision of electric fans in third class carriages on State Railways. 
2763. 

Publication of the Report of the Sandhurst Committee. 1499. 

Rents paid lor premises occupied by Post Offices in Bombay. 362. 

Reversion of Rai Bahadur A. C. Mukherjee of the Indian Educational 
Service in the United Provinces from the iunior selection grade 
1825-5^6. 

Rules re motion of no confidence in Provincial Ministers. 434-35 

Selection of candidates for appointment in the second grade, superior 
Traffic Branch, Telegraph Department. 2844. 

Seniority of Provincial Civil Service officers holding listed Indian Civil 
Service posts. 2904. 

Separation of judicial and executive functions in the United Provinces. 
732-33. 
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IYENGAR, Mr. A. RANGASWAMI-cowcirf 

Question (Supplementary) rt — concld, ^ 

Settlement of outstandings with the War Office. 802 
Special appointment for Colonel Needham, I.M.S. 20i5. 

Steamers chartered for the despatch of troops to China. 2108. 

Strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 817, 971, 972. 
Strike on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1250,. 1504, 1505. 

Supply by the Government of India of electric energy to the Delhi 
Electj’ie Tramways and Lighting Company. 2043, 2044. 

Total expenditure on Government buildings in New Delhi. 790. 
Transfer of Rs. three crores on account of rolling stock from the capital 
at charge of commercial lines to the capital at charge of strategic 
lines. 140. 

Transfer cf the office of the Senior Government Inspector of Railways, 
from Madras tc Ootacamund. 1390. 

Utilization of the Salt swamps adjoining the Vedaranyam Factory 
for the production of Salt. 2908. 

Wheelers’ contract for railway bookstalls. 196, 197. 

Resolution rc — 

Release of Jlongal detenus. 453, 469, 470, 493, 502, 503. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 647, 656, 
657, 663. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 777, 780. 

Motion to consider. 912. 

Consideration of Clause 2. 936. 

Motion to pass. 1104-1106. 

IYENGAR, Mr. S. SRINIVASA— 

Amendment of Standing Orders. 372-73. 

Appointment of Mr. K. C. Neogy to the Panel of Chairmen vice 

resigned. 5S2. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amenchnent of section 115) — 
Motion to consider. 410-12. 

Criminal J^aw Repealing and Amending Bill— 

Motion to consider. 863-67. 

Currency Bill — 

Motion CO consider. 1815. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1872-79. 

Demand for an excess grant in respect of ‘‘Census”. 623 
General discussion of the General Budget. 1708-12. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2927. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of sections 20 and 
21 )- 

Motion to omit clause 2. 322-23. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3l6. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 25-26. 

Motion for adjournment re despatch’ of Indian troops to China. 51, 54. 
Motion for adjournment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 587-90, 605-07. 
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IYENGAR, Mb. S. SRINIVASA-conerf. 

Motion to omit the Budget Demand for '^Railway Boaid’’. 1194. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for '‘Railway Bo^rd’^ (Appoint- 
ment of IiNians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid 
Indiani^sation of Railway Services). 1197-1205. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment Bill) — 

Motion to consider. 310-11. 

Nomi nation of to the Panel of Chairmen. 171. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Point of order raised by the Honourable the Home Member on 's 

motion to omit the Budget Demand for “Railway Board'', as to whe- 
ther an amendment should be a purely negative one. 1196. 

Question — 

Appointment of an Indian as a Member of the Railway Board. 816. 
Charges of the employment of a contingent by the Government of 
India in the military operations in China. 278. 

Names, qualifications, period of service and posts now filled by the 
three most senior Indians in the Railway Service. rtl5-16. 

Resolution tc — 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 484-487. 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2793-97, 2812, 2817, 2819. ' 
Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 640 51. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 843-44. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to icfer to Select Committee. 125-26. 

Motion to pass. 1101-1104. 

IZZAT BEG, Mil. F. M.~ 

Question re case of of the Indian corps of clerks. 2869-71. 


J 


JACOB, Mr. O. C.- 

‘Question re appointment of as a Sanitary Superintendent of the 

Calcutta General Post Office. 2411-12. 

JAGANNATHPUR- 

Question rc opening of a telegraph offiev at in the Sylhet District 

1650. 

JAHANGIRA ROAD^ 

Question rr provision of a raised platform at railway station. 

1308. 


JAILOR(S)— 

Question re number of Muslim in the North-West Frontier Pro- 

vince. 974. 
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JAMALPUR— 

Question re— ^ 

Fatal accident at the level crossing near , East Indian Railway. 

1829- 30. 

Forfeiture of the gratuity of Babu Surendra Nath Dutt, Head Pay 

Clerk, , discharged from service for slack supervision. 2330- 

31. 

Grant of allowances for work on Sundays and holidays to the clerical 

staff of the office of the Deputy Mechanical Engineer, . 1830. 

Office hours of the clerical staff of the East Indian Railway stationed 
at — . 716. 

Running of an express train between Howrah and Delhi via . 

1830- 31. 

JAMNADAS, Seth- 
Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re — 

Construction of a metre gauge railway between Bilaspur and Mandla 
in the Central Provinces. 528-29, 530. 

Reconstruction of the bridges over the Nerbudda on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway and the Bengal Nagpur Railway in the district 
of Jubbulpore, etc. 815. 


JAPAN- 

Question re civil Aviation Schools in Australia, Canada and . 

1501-02. 

JARANWALA- 

Question re proposed new railway line between Layallpur, and 

Jhumra Cheniot. 523. 

JASIDIH- 

Question rr stoppage of the 7 Up Express at . 518. 

JASIDIH JUNCTION- 

Question rr raising of the nlatforms at . 516-17. 

JAYAKAR, Mr. M. R.- 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of section 115) — 
Motion to consider. 407-10, 417. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill — 

Motion to consider. 860-63. 

Cui*rency Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1815. • 

Discussion on the point of order raised by the Hon^ble Sir Basil 
Blackett as to whether a motion which is an absolute negative or a 
practical negative such as a motion to leave only one rupee in a total 
grant of Rs. 60,000 or so, is in order. 1912, 1913. 

Election of to the panel for the Central Advisory Council for 

Railways. 646. 

Motion for adjournment rr postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 590-592, 596. 
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JAYAKAB, Mr. M. B. •^contd* 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demahd for ‘‘Army Department^* (Gen- 
eral policy and expenditure). 2225, 2230-35, 2268. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Executive Council” (Atti- 
tude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1915- 
22 . 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board** (Powerff 
and formation of Advisory Committees). 1353-55. 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen. 171. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question re prize of Delhi Scheme. 1897. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Expenditure on the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 2771. 

Land Revenue legislation io the provinces. 394. 

Number of Indians employed in the Secretariat of the League of Na- 
tions and the International Labour Office. 945. 

Resolution re salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2806-09, 2822-23. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to consider. 830. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 141-43. 

Motion to consider. 921-926. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1068. 

JESSORE- 

Question re construction of a railway from Rajbari to via Magura. 

2183-84. 

JHUMRA CHENIOT- 

Question re proposed new lailway line between Layallpur, Jaranwala 
and . 523. 

JINNAH, Mr. M, A.- 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment oF section 

115)— 

Motion to consider. 407, 417-22, 424, 425, 426. 

Congratulations by tq Mr. V. J. Patel on his election as President 

of the Legislative Assemi)ly. 13. 

Currency Bill- 

Motion to consider. 1807, 1814-15. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1864-72. . 

Motion to pass as amended. ^ 2548, 2549-50, 2558, 2559, 2560. 
Demands for supplementary grant in respect of “Aviation**. 1563-65. 

iGold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 80, 89-90. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill — 

Mfetion to consider. 314. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 318. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Ghandrai 
Mitra at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 26-27. 
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•JINNAH, Mr. M. k.--contd. 

Motion for adjournment re despatch of Indian troops to China. 53. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Army Department” (Gen- 
eral policy and expenditure). 2220-28, 2230, 2274, 2275, 2284. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for '^Executive Council” (Atti- 
tude of the Government if: regard to the constitutional issue). 1969, 
1971. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Railway Board” (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Memlx'rs of the Railway Board and rapid Indiani- 
zation of Railway Services) 1199, 1225, 1240. 

Nomination of to the Panel ot Chairmen. 171. 

Oath of Office, t. 

Question re — 

Bengal Detenus. 222-23. 

Extension of the Reforms to th»' North-West Frontier Province. 881- 
82. 

Mussalraans elected hy special or mixed electorates. 220-22. 
Publication of the Report of the Sandhurst Committee. 1498-1500 
Resolution regarding rupee tenders for the purchase of stores. 1500- 
01 . 

Strength of various communities in provincial Legislative Councils. 

220 . 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Na\al training institutions in India. 194. 

Representation of Sikhs in the office of the Public Service Commis- 
sion. 968. 

Resolution re — 

Release of the Bengal Detenus. 493, 506, 506. 

Salaries of the t^o meriibors of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
(^ouncil possessing Indian experience. 2753. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refar to S<^leot Committee. 13G-37. 

Motion to recoinniit to Select Committee. 749, 755, 7^1, 762. 

Motion to consider. 890-907, 910. 

Consideration of clause 2. 929, 991, 995-98, 999, 1000, 1067-71, 1077. 

Motion to pass. 1107. 

(JODHPUR- 

Questioii i< through first and second class bogie between Ajmer and 
for convenience of passengers. 301. 

JOGIAH, Mr. VARAHAGIRI VENKATA- 

Election of to the Standing ^^Finance Committee for Railways. 55. 

General discussion of the Railway budget. 1149-51. 

Indian Finance Bill- 

Consideration of clause 2. 2573-74. 

Motion for adjournment lo discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1007-11. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Grievan^ 
ces of subordinate railway employees). 1340. 

Oath of Office. 2. 
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JOGIAH, Mr. VARAHAQIEI VENKATA-^^ontd. 

Question re^ 

Allotments for construction of quarters for Europeans, Anglo-Indians 
and Indians respectively on different Railways. 293. 

Appointment of a Conciliation Board or Committee of Enquiry in 
connection with the strike on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1504- 
1606. 

Appointment of Indians as ‘‘B^* class guards on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway. 1644-45. 

Classification under the different races or communities of officers and 
subordinates employed on State and Company-managed Railways. 
740. 

Contracts between the Secretary of State for India and the railway 
companies working State Railways in India. 740. 

Date of passing of Trade Union Bill. 292. 

Distribution of the profits of the Bengal Nagpur Railway between 
the railway company and (Jovt. 739. 

Expenditure on the demolition and reconstruction of the domes of 
the Northern Block in the New Delhi Secretariat. 2427-28. 

Grant of extensions of service to employees of the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. 1645. 

Grants-in-aid to European and Indian railway institutes by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. 1645. 

Grievances of employees cn the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 399. 

Indian guards of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1644. 

Inquiry into grievances of subordinate employees on Indian Rail- 
ways. 293-94. 

Medical Certificate of employees of the Calcutta Postal Audit Office, 
Calcutta Telegraph (Engineering) office and Calcutta Telegraph 
Check Office. 2867. 

New Pension Rules and the substitution of a Provident Fund for the 
system of pensions. 2867. 

Official recognition for all Railway enqployers Unions. 292. 

Pay of Indian drivers on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1645. 

Prohibition of Indian guards and drivers from running mail and 
passenger trains. 294. 

iProvision of quarters for the Assistant T. X. R. at Budge Budge on 
the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1648. 

Reference duties in Civil Accounts Offices, etc. 2866. 

Retention of the services of Mr. Corrigan in the Public Works De- 
partment, New Delhi. 2428, 

Revision of the pay of lower division clerks employed under the 
Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs. 2866. 

Scheme for training of officers and subordinates on Indian Railways. 
294. 

Strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 740, 816-18, 
886 - 86 . 

Time scale of pay of lower division men in Accounts Offices. 2866. 

Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 568-69. 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 442-46. 
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JOINT COMMITTEE— 

Message from the Council of State recommending to the Legislative 

Assembly that the Indian Light House Bill be ref.erred to a . 

840-41. 


JOINT SECRETARY— 

Question re number of Indians holding appointments of Secretary, , 

etc., in the Departments of the Government of India. 1900. 

JOINT STOCK COMPANY(IES)— 

Budget Demand for ** 2322. 

Demand for an excess grant in respect of 624. 

JOSHT, Mr. N. M.— 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 1838. 

Demand for supplementary grant in respect of ‘^Aviation’’. 1539. 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigra- 

tion. 612. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1693. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Rank of India Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 88-89. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2597, 2610-12, 2613, 2623. 

Indian Mines (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 2837, 2838, 2839. 

Motion for adjournment Ho call attention to the decision of the Govern- 
ment of India not to publish the Report of the Indian Deputation 
to Fiji. 402. 

Motion for adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 975, 977, 1013, 1015-18, 1020, 1025, l027, 

1033. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Customs” (Revision of 
specific, ad valorem and protective duties : lax administration), 
1983-84. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Executive CounciP' (Atti- 
tude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1949. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Tele- 
graph Department” (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and sub- 
ordinate services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 
20lS, 2026-29, 2075, 2080. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Tele- 
graph Department'^ (Policy pursued by the Department in General). 
2011. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Grievances 
of subordinate railway employees). 1329-35, 1337, 1341. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Policy 
followed in respect of the purchase of stores). 1263. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Powers 
and formation of Advisory Committees). 1361-53. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Strengthen- 
ing the representative control by all interests concerned over Indian 
Railways). 1251 -64. 
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JOSHI, Mr. N. M. — contd. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^‘Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Inconveniences suffered by the travellings 
public). 1429, 1430. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration’’ (Railways) (Over-employment of. Europeans in new posts 
created and vacancies filled). 1435. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Reduction of third class fares). 1423-24. 

Oath of Office. 51. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the system of free labour rendered by luggage porters at 
Howrah. 1487-88. 

Casual leave of postmen and menials in Post Offices. 953. 
Classification of administrative and ministerial officers of the Postal 
Department. 2522. 

Discontent in the Customs Service in Calcutta. 707-08. 

Discontinuance of the practice of readers in the Post Offices signing 
as escorts to postmen. 953. 

Establishment of a provident fund for Government employees. 1653. 
Grant of a licence to the Indian Radio Telegraph Company Limited. 
1652-53. 

Grant of house rent allowances to the Mail guards and other inferior 
servants of the Railway Mail Service in^bhe Madras Presidency. 889. 
Grievances of luggage porters at Howrah. 1486-87. 

Increase of postmen in Post Offices in the North Bombay island. 953- 
54. 

Introduction of legislation for the prompt payment of wages. 711. 
Introduction of legislation regarding the machinery for settling labour 
disputes. 710-11. 

Introduction of the shift system of work in Indian mine'=j. 

<2') Prohibition of the employment of women underground in Indi«nn 
Mines. 709-10. 

Permanent employment of the Audit and Accounts Staff of the Great 
Indian Pen’iisula Kailway. 1658-59. 

Principle followed in fixing the pay of permanent incumbents when 
a revision of time-scale is sanctioned. 953. 

Recovery of subscriptions from Members of the Customs Service 
Association. 954. 

Recruitment of wireless operators. 1651-.52. 

Reduction of the licence fees of porters employed at Howrah. 1487. 
Retention of his usual allowances in the General scale .by a telegraphist 
deputed for training as a wireless operator. 1651. 

Revision of the leave and pension rules of inferior servants employed 
under the Central Government. 1654. 

Scales of pay of sorters of the Railway Mail Service. 886. 

Selection of experts for the economic conference to be held under the 
auspices of the Leagife of Nations. 711-12. 

Supersessions in the Calcutta Preventive Service. 708-09. 

The Coorg Labour Act, 1926. 1653. 

Time test of the Railway Mail Service. 886-88. 
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JOSHI, Me. N. M.— 

Question re — contd. 

Withdrawal of official recognition from the Customs' Service Associa- 
tion. 709. 

Working hours of employees of the Hailway Mail Service. 888-89. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Admission of doolies and palanquins to the platforms at Delhi railway 
station. 169. 

Dividend paid by the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1496. 

Electric fans in third class railway carriages. 2762. 

Expenditure on the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 2771. 

Grants from the Fine Fund of the East Indian Railway to European 
and Indian schools. 2047. 

Inadequate pay of the lowest staff on the Bengal Nagpur and South 
Indian Railways. 386. 

Increase of rents in the Post Offices of Bombay. 361, 362. 

Indian delegates to the International Labour Conference. 1476, 1477. 

Number of Indians employed in the Secretariat of the League of Nations 
and the International Labour Office. 944. 

Provision of electric fans in third class carriages on State Railways. 
2762, 2763. 

Report of the Back Bay Reclamation Committee. 158. 

Separate statistics for goods and passenger receipts of railways in 
India. 148. 

Strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 817, 886. 

Transfer of Rs. three crores on account of rolling stock from the capital 
at charge of commercial lines to the capital at charge of strategic 
lines. 149. 

Luil'orm railway fares and rates on State Railways. 150. 

Wheeler's contract for railway bookstalls. 197. 

Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 568. 

Treatment of the Sonthal Parganas as a backward tract. 662-65, 666. 
Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 137-40. 

Motion to recommit to Select Committee. 777. 

Motion to consider. 915-918. 

JOWAHIR SINGH, Sardar Bahadur Sard^r— 

Oath of Office. 5. 

JUBBULPORE— 

Question re construction of the bridges over the Nerbudda on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway and the Bengal Nagpur Railway in the 
district of etc. 815. 

JUDGE(S)~ 

Question re — 

' Appointment of a Mussalman as a of the Patna High Court. 2424- 

25. 

Appointment of — r with Indian experience to the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council. 2176. 

Appointment of milita’^y officers as High Court . 2592. 
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JUDGE(S)-CO/l^rf. 

Question re — contd. 

Criterion for selection of High Court . 294. 

Total strength of High Court and Chief C*ouit showing number of 

Muhammadans. 281>B2. 

JUDICIAL AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS— 

Question re separation of in the United Provinces. 732-33. 

JUDICIAL APPEAL— 

Question re right of enjoyed b^\ European British subjects from the 

Indian Courts. 2035. 

JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER- 

Question te appointment of an additional in the North-West 

Frontier Province. 1309. 

JUDICIAL COMMITTEE— 

Resolution re salaries of the two members of the of the Privy Councif 

possessing Indian experience 2741-54. 

JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL- 

Question re appointment of judges with Indian experience to the . 

2176 

Resolution te salaries of the two members of the possessing Indian- 

experience. 2792-2826. 

JURTICE- 

Budget Demand for ‘^Administration of 231S 

JUTOOH CANTONMENT— 

Question te water taxes in . 1746 


K 


KABUL— 

Question le — 

Cost of Legation at , 216. 

Details of staff in the Legation at . 217 

KABUL SINGH, Bahadur, Risaldar-Major and Honorary Captain— 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Army Department”. (General 
policy and expenditure). 2228-29. 

Oath of Office. 15. 

KACHERT MOSQUE- 

Question re use of a part of the old in Peshawar Cantonment for 

the dumping of manure. 2687. 

KALKA— 

Question re remodelling of the railway station at . 352-63. 
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KANABA- 

Question re amalgamation of Coorg with the Madras Presidency 
South with the Bombay Presidency. 280. 

KANNADA PEOVINCE- 

Question fe formation of a separate . 2163. 

KAEACHI-7 
Question re— 

Credentials of Protector of Pilgrims, . 201-02. 

Haj Committee at . 200. 

Hardships of Haj pilgrims at . 200-01. 

Improvements ai , Pindi and Sukkur workshops on North-Western 

Eailway to obviate reduction of staff. 197-99. 

Befusal to allow owners of properties in the Depdt Lines in to build 

or rebuild on their plots. 734-35. 

KAEACHI CANTONMENT— 

Question re exclusion of the Dep6t Lines in Karachi from the limits of 
the . 734. 

KAEANPRAYAG- 

Question re projected line from Rishikesh to . 217. 

KAHGAT.I COLLIEEY- 

Question re omission of the expenditure on the from the grant for 

the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 2917 lb. 

KARJAT— 

Question re new alignment of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
between Khandala and — 1520. 

KARNOWD- 

Question re railway line from Chakia to on the Bengal and North 

Western Eailway. 519. 

KARTAR SINGH, Sarp.^r- 
Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs as Assistant Secretaries and Superintendents in 
the Government of India Secretariat. 1497. 

OanceJlation of the externment order against Sardar Milap Singh. 
1730. 

Externment Order against Sardar Milap Singh, a newspaper agent of 
Peshawar City. 1735-36. 

Increase in the number of Sikhs employed in the offices of the Agent 
and the Chief Auditor, North-Western Railway. 964. 

Levy of surcharge on Railways. 1736-37. 

Number of Hindus, Muhammadans ^and Sikhs employed in the office of 
the Postmaster-General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle, and 
the Deputy Postmaster-General, Railway Mail Service, Ambala. 964 
Number of Muhammadan, Hindu and Sikh Inspectors of Post jOfficei 
and the Eailway Mail Service in the Punjab. 966. 
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SiBTAB. SINGH, SABDAR-~CO«fci?. 

Question re — contd. 

Number of Sikhs in the Salt Department. 965. 

Number of Sikhs who appeared at the examination held by the 
Accountant General, Central Bevenuet, in January last. 966. 
Proportion of Muhammadans, Gurkhas and other Hindus and Sikhs 
employed as soldiers and Viceroy’s commissioned offioers in the 
Indian Army. 966. 

Refusal to grant a passport to Sardar Milap Singh, a newspaper agent 
of Peshawar City, to proceed to Chi.ral. 1735. 

Representation of Sikhs in the office of the Public Service Commission. 
967-68. 

Selection of Sikhs for the Indian Railway Service of Engineers and the 
Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial Departments of State Rail- 
ways. 966. 

Sikh Customs Inspectors and Customs Appraisers. 966-67. 

KASHIPUR-KALAGARH RAILWAY— 
under ''Railway(s)”. 

K A SIS WAR LALA, Babu— 

Question re — 

Allegations against , Sub lecord clcik of the Railway Mail Service 

at Narayanganj. 743-44. 

Appointment of as Sub-record clerk of the Railway Mail Service 

at Narayanganj. 743. 

KEANE, Mr. M.-~ 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Resolution }e release of the Bengal detenus 467-71. 

KELKAR, Mr. N. C.— 

Currency Bill- 

Consideration of clause 4. 1835-36, 2114-15. 

Consideration of clause 2 2142-60, 2375, 2395-97. 

Consideration of clause 5. 2493-96. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 363-366. 

Motion to circulate. 844-45, 853-54. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Army Department”. (General 
policy and expenditure). 2268. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Executive Council” (Attitude 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1937-1946. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department” (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2029-34. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railwav Board” (Powers and 
formation of Advisory Committees). 1346-48, 1360. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Railway Board” (Railway 
rates of freight in relation to the Indian manufacturer). 1360-1365, 
1368. 

Oath of Office. 2. 
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KJEXiKAil, Mb. N, C. — contd. 

Question re — 

Access to written statements before the Currency Commission. 183. 

Accidents on Railways due to coupling and uncoupling of vehicles. 
1619. 

Acquisition by Government Servants of Government residential build- 
ings on the hire purchase system. 1517. 

Advertising of unclaimed postal cash certificates. 183>84. 

Allowance to an income-tax assessee of deduction for interest on 
capital provided by the assessee himself out of his own funds. 154. 

Alteration of the Post Office Insurance rules to permit of conditional 
assignment. 345. 

Amendment of rule 24 of the Bombay Legislative Council Rules. 158. 

Annual savings accruing to the Army budget owing to the construction 
of strategic railways. 146. 

Anticipated return from the Bombay-Howrah Overland Mail trains. 
147. 

Appointment of Accountants in Head Post Offices. 1522-23. 

Appointment of Mr. T. E. T. Upton, as Solicitor to the Government of 
India. 1516-16. 

Beggar nuisance on Government Railway lines 344. 

Bombay-Howrah Overland Mail. 1519. 

Charges for the reservation of intermediate cand third class compart- 
ments on Railways. 147. 

Checking of charges for trunk calls made by Go/ernmenu servants. 
1517. 

Closing of the rest camp for British troops at Deolali. 145 46. 

Council Bills and Telegraphic Transfers drawn on India by the Secretary 
of State. 152-53. 

Counting of temporary service of post office clerks towards increments. 
345. 

Declaration of the day of the Assembly elections as a public holiday 
by Local Governments. 152. 

Deficient earnings on capital expenditure on State Railways. 212. 

Development of Vizagapatam harbour. 190-91. 

Direct telegraph connection between Poona City Combined Post and 
Telegraph Office and the Bombay Central Telegraph Office 1521-22. 

Dismissal of Mr. Wells, Chief Controller of Stores, East Indian Rail- 
way. 210. 

Estimated loss in working th^ Hindubagh-Fort Sandeman Railway. 
146. 

Examination for the recruitment of accountants for Railway Audit 
Offices under the Accountant General, Railways. 159. 

Exemption of 2nd and 3rd class Sardars of the Deccan under the 
Indian Arms Act. 191. 

Expenditure incurred on the appointment of experts engaged to advise 
oil an improved system of railway accounts. 160. 

Expenditure on articles in common use on railways. 1519-20. 

Expenditure on the South African Deputation to India and the 
Indian Delegation to South Africa. 155-56. 

Fitting of automatic centre buffer couplers to rolling stock on rail- 
ways. 160. 

Formation of a Central Military Pension Audit Office. 1514. 

*1C 
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KELKAB, Me. N. C.— contd. 

Question re---contd. 

Future location of the Indian Stores Department. 1617-18. 

Grant of a compensatory allowance to selection grade Postal officials 
at Poona. 1622. 

Grant of privilege leave to Deputy Assistant Controllers, accountants 
and clerks of the Military Accounts Department. 1614. 

Holidays in the offices under the Central Government in the Provinces. 
1515. 

Indianisation of superior Revenue Establishment of Transportation 
(Power) and Mechanical Engineering Departments. 343-344. 

Legislative Assembly voters. 154. 

Location of the Railway Board in Delhi, Bombay or Calcutta. 1518. 

Maharashtra Brahmins in the Army. 191. 

Manufacture in India of articles in common use on Railways. 151. 

Method adopted by railway companies in America showing expenditure 
distributed between passenger and goods working. 147-48. 

Move of the Government of India between Simla and Delhi. 1518. 

New alignment of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway between^ 
Khandala and Karjat. 1520. 

New pension rules for the subordinate services. 1518. 

Nomination of members of Advisory Committees for State and other 
Railways. 160. 

Number and price of wagons ordered since 1919 on all Railways. 211. 

Number of Indian, European and Anglo-Indian Guards and drivers 

employed in the Bombay, Baroda and Central India, Great Indian 
Peninsula, East Indian and North-Western Railways. 1521. 

Number of State, Moplah and Akali Prisoners. 161. 

Number of the various communities admitted lo the superior services 
in 1926. 242-243. 

Officers in the Income-tax Department in the Bombay Presidency. 
1511. 

Pay of the Commissioner and Assistant .Commissioner of Income-tax, 
Bombay. I'bll. 

Policy and expenditure re excavations in Sindh (Mohenjo Daro) 184. 

Poll-tax on Asiatics in Kenya. 149. 

Procedure as to placing of contracts for handling goods on State 
Railways and amounts paid during 1925-26. 213-14. 

Proscription by the Punjab Government of a book relating to the 
Nabha State. 161. 

Proscription of books under the Press Act. 160, 1520. 

Provident fund for Government employees. 1519. 

Provision for Mahars, Ramoshis and Mangs in the Army. 191. 

Publication of certain correspondence between the Government of 
India and the Tata Iron and Steel Company. 1521. 

Publication of Railway Administration Report for 1925-26. 209-10. 

Publication of Railway Board's evidence before the Tariff Board. 
208-09. 

Purchase of steel from the Tata Works for the electrification structure 
work on the Great Indian Peninsula and Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railways. 1614. 

Railway collieries. 160-61. 

Railway Reserve Fund and reduction of fares. 208. 
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KELKAR, Mb. N. C. — concld. 

Question re—cmcld. 

Hash act of a soldier at Chalisgaon station. 154-55, 

Realignment of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 153. 

Eeasons for surplus of 30,000 wagons. 210-11. 

Becruitment for the Indian Army from the Bombay Presidency. 156- 
57. 

Beduction in freight on State Railways. 209. 

Reduction of passenger fares on State railways. 205-08. 

Refusal, of privilege leave to accountants and clerks in the Military 
Accounts Department. 1514 

Regulation of the importation of foreign liquor. 1521. 

Report of the Back Bay Reclamation Committee. 158. 

Reservation of first and second class compartments on the East Indian 
Railway. 147. 

Revision of the rates of the assessment of super-tax. 154. 

Rules and Orders relating to the preparation of lists of voters for the 
Legislative Assembly. 153. 

Salaries of the Chief Mining Engineer and his staff. 146. 

Sale of Government of India publications at provincial book depots. 
1519. 

Sales of land in New Delhi. 1516. 

Sorting work at Poona. 1523. 

Speeches of the representatives of India at the recent Imperial 
Conference. 158-59. 

Subordinate Accounts Service Examination. 1511-12. 

Supply by the Tata Steel Company of electric power for the electrifi- 
cation of portions of the Great Indian Peninsula and Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railways. 1514-15. 

Tenders for electrical equipment to be called in rupees. 212-13. 

Transfer of Rupees three crores on account of rolling stock from the 
capital at charge of commercial lines to the capital at charge of 
strategic lines. 148-149. 

Transfers of clerks and accountants of the Military Accounts Depart- 
ment. 1513-14, 

Translation of Acts of the Supreme Legislature into the principal 
vernaculars. 151-52, 1520. 

Trial and conviction of Dr. Tarak Nath Das in the United States of 
America. 161-62. 

Uniform railway fares and rates on State Railways. 149-50. 

Utilisation of India’s output of gold by Government for coining, etc., 
344. 

Utilisation of profits by the Tata Iron and Steel Company. 159. 

Withdrawal of the personal (deputation) allowance of accountants and 
clerks of the office of the Field Controller of Military Accounts, 
Poona. 1512-13. 

Withdrawal or stoppage of increments of clerks and accountants in 
Military Accounts Offices. 1513. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 368. 

Motion to consider. 830-33, 837, 838, 839-40. 

Motion to pass. 844. 

^2 
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KENYA- 

Question rc— 

Defence Force Bill in . 328. 

Differential treatment in poll-tax anti education in . 185-86. 

Elected European majority in the Legislative Council of . 611. 

Increase of poll-tax on Indians in . 328-329. 

Poll-tax on Asiatics in . 149. 

The Defence Force Ordinance in . 1824. 

KHADDAR- 

Question re rates charged by Railways on , Indian mill made cloth 

and foreign piecegoods. 1491-92. 

KHADDAR FUND-~ 

Question contributions by Government to the . 1909-10. 

KHADI FUND- 

Question rc contributions by Government servants to the . 2593. 

KHAN, Mr. G. ZAKRIA— 

Question re advance of a house building loan to an officer of the 

North-Western ILailway, 2907. 

KHAN, Khan Sahib G. Z. — 

Question re — 

Cost of an At Home given to Assistant Audit Officer, North- 

Western Railway, 2906. 

Grant of three days^ allowances to the outdoor staff attending the 
At Homo ’’ to Assistant Audit Officer, North-Western Rail- 

way. 290(v07. 


KHANDALA— 

Question re new alignment <»f the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
between and Karjat. 1520. 

KHARAGPUR- 

Motion for adjournment to discuss the strike at on the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 974-78, 1007-34. 

Question rc — 

Alleged assault and dismissal of Sukhlal. an employee of the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway workshop at . 1740. 

Censorship of telegrams to Members of the Legislature regarding the* 
recent situation at . 1577. 

Discontent among einplojees of the Bengal Nagpur Railway at . 

731. 

Strike at on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 740, 816-18, 885-86,. 

970-73. 

KHARAK SINGH, Sardar— 

Question re resolution regarding the release of 


•. 2420-21. 
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KHIN MAUNG, U.- 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2650. 

Oath of Office. 1123. 

Question re — 

Annual additional expenditure to be incurred for services in Burma 
as a result of the recommendations of the Lee Commission. 2157. 

Charge allowance drawn by upper division men holding charge of a 
Routine Section or Issue Branch in the Government of India 
Secretariat. 2519. 

Export duty on rice and petroleum cess in BiUina. 2458. 

Number of Imperial officers serving in Burma in 1918 and 1926. 2456. 

Reservation of appointments for members of the All-India Services in 
the Transferred Departments. 2457. 

State management of the Burma Railways. 2456-57. 

The Chinese Advisory Board of Burma. 2458. 

Total amount of revenue realised from Burma in 1924-25. 2457. 


KIDWAI, Mr. RAFI AHMAD— 

Oath of Office. 4. 

KIKABHAI PREMCHAND, Mr.— 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 18G2-64. 

Oath of Office. 183. 

KING-EMPEROR, HIS MAJESTY THE— 

Question re opening of New Delhi by . 204. 

KING’S COMMISSIONED OFFICERS— 

Question re vacancies in the ranks of of the Indian Army open to 

British officers. 704-05. 

KIUL JUNCTION— 

Question re want of a proper waiting shed and urinal for purdah ladies 
at . 2243-44. 


KOHAT 

Question rc creation of a Second Divisional and Sessions Courts for the 
, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan Districts. 2400. 

KOHAT DISTRICT— . , ^ c i. ^ 

Question re population, land revenue, etc., of the Mardan bub-division 

of the Peshawar District and the . 2400-01. 

KOHAT-THAL RAILWAY— 

See under ‘‘ Railway (s)’’. 


KOTAGIRI- ^ 1 

Question re (*ase of Mr. A. Krishmer, Postal Clerk, — 

KOTAH JUNCTION- ^ a- ^ 

Question re construction of a railway from A 3 mer to 


1733. 


2417. 
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KRISHNIER, Mb. A.— 

Question re case of , postal clerk, Kotagiri. 1733. 

KUMBH MELA— 

Question re provision of comforts for pilgrims to the . 1740. 

KUNZRU, Pandit HIRDAY NATH— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Aviation 633-634, 637. 

“ Audit ’’ (Railways). 2832. 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigration. 

612. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1677-80, 1725. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1161-64, 1168. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2575-76, 2579. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2716-20. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. SatjDndra ChandrA Mitra 
at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 28-29. 

Motion for adjournment to call attention to the decision of the Go di- 
luent of India not to publish the Report of the Indian Deputatio > 
Fiji. 400-01, 402. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Army Department ^ 

(General policy and expenditure). 2214-19. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Army Department 

(Report of the Auxiliary and Terri^"^ <;jil Forces Committee: University 
Training Corps). 2203-06, 2210, 2^_ 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand tor Railway Board (Form of 
Budget and Statistics). 1280-81, 1283. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board (Policy 
followed in respect of the purchase of stores). 1262-64, 1268. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board (Quin- 
quennial review of Capital Programme). 1255-57, 1258, 1259, 1261. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board (Separa- 
tion of Railway from General Finance). 1271-72, 1277, 1280. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for '' Working Expenses : Admi- 
nistration’^ (Railways) (Arrangements for the Hardwar-Kumbh Mela). 
1413-14, 1418, 1419, 1420. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Working Expenses : Adminis- 
tration ” (Railways) (Reduction of third class fares). 1425. 

Oath of Ofl&ce. 3. 

Question re — 

Accrual of the credits on account of the sale proceeds of engines sold 
to other Railways to the revenue account of the North-Western 
Railway. 2918. ^ 

Adjustment of the amount shown against abandoned projects in the 
Explanatory Memorandum on the Railway Budget for 1927-28. 
2916-17. 

Amount of the depreciation reserve (Railways) that should have been 
built up from the revenues of past years. 2916. 

Appointment of a Mechanical Engineer in Chief for Railways. 1510. 
Book value and present value of the State Railway Workshops. 1510* 
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KUNZRU, Pandit HIRDAY NkTK^contd, 

Question re—contd. 

Committees appointed in 1922-24, copiei^ of the Reports of which were 
supplied to Government but not place\i in the Library of the Legis- 
lative Assembly. 2919. 

Cost of lands provided free to the old Delhi-Umbala-Kalka Railway 
Company. 2916. 

Debiting of freight and incidental charges on stores to the Railway 
Revenue Account. 2913-14. 

Depreciation Funds of the Postal and Telegraph Department and the 
Railway Department. 2915-16. 

Elected European majority in the Legislative Council of Kenya. 611. 

Expenditure on railway schools for Europeans and Indians. 2784. 

Expenditure on surveys of new lines forming part of a State-worked 
Railway. 2916. 

Increase in the number of listed Indian Civil Service posts. 2903. 

Leave rules of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1508. 

List^ed posts in the Provincial cadres of the Indian Civil Service. 
2901-03. 

Maintenance of separate Capital and Revenue Accounts for branch 
lines built on the guarantee of Local Governments. 2918. 

Name of the officer entrusted with the investigation of the question 
of educational facilities for children of railway employees. 2917. 

Number of men employed in railway workshops. 1510. 

Number of wagons on State Railways. 1509-10. 

Omission of the expenditure on the Kargali Colliery from the grant 
for the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 2917-18. 

Publication of the Report of the Fiji Deputation. 611-12. 

Railway rolling stock. 2913. 

Railway schools. 2784-85. 

Recommendation of the Lee Commission regarding promotion of men 
in the Provincial Services to the Indian Civil Service. 2901. 

Schools niaintained by the East Indian Railway in Bengal and the 
United PF'ovinces. 2784. 

Seniority of Pro\incial Civil Service Officers holding listed Indian Civil 
Service posts. 2903-04. 

Starting of cT, pension fund under the head “Railway Reserves'’ in 
connection with the State Railway Revenue Establishment. 2914- 
15. 

Technical section of the Railway Department. 2913. 

Total authorised stock of locomotives on the State Railways. 1500. 

Transfer of locomotives from the North-Western Railway to other State- 
worked Railways. 2912-13. 

Transfer of lolling stock to the North-Western and Great Indian Penin- 
sula Railways. 2917. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Appointment of an Agent to the Governor General in South Africa. 
2163. 

Inauguration of aviation clubs. ^ 788, 789. 

New Duildings for the office qt the High Commissionei* for India in 
London. 2773. 

Publication of the Report of the Fiji Deputation. 356, 357. • 
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KUNZRU, Pandit HIRDAY 

Question (Supplementary) ir — contd. 

Separation of judicial and executive functions in the United Provinces. 
732-33. 

Resolution r<' release of Bengal detenus. 487-89. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 837, 842. 

Steel Tnclustry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to left-r to Select Committee. 126-28. 

Motion to :o ('ortimit to Select Committee. 763 65, 777. 

KURRAM VALJ.EV- 

Question rc extension of the Kohat-Thal Railway to Parachinar in the 
. 2182. 


L 


LABOUR DISPUTES— 

Question rc introduction of legislation regarding the machinery for 
settling . 710-11. 

LABOURERS— 

Question rc — 

Increase in the number of accidents to . 738. 

Recruitment of Indian for the Naval Base at Singapore. 2039. 

LADY MEMBER- - 

Question n noinmatioii of a to the Legislative Assembly. 735-36. 

LADY TICKET COLLECTOR— 

Question n employment of a at Hardwar. 1483. 

LAHTRI CHArDHURY, Mr. DHIRENDRA KANTA- 
(jeneral discussion of the General Budget. 1583, 1596-97. 

Oath of Oifice. 3. 

Question rc construction of the Singhjani-Pingna Railway. 279. 
Hardship of extra pontage charge on account of the Brahmaputra Bridge 
on the Assam Bengal Railway. 279. 

Resolution rc release of the Bengal detenus. 464-66. 


LAHORE- 

Question rt — 

Construction of a railway from Batala via Butari and Patti to . 

525. 

Names of candidates sent to the Central Drawing College and Medical 
College , for training. 2180, 2181. 

LAJPAT RAI. U\la— 

' Budget Demand for “Army Department''. 2301-02. 

U iCongratulations by to Mr. V. J. Patel on his election as President 

of the Legislative Assembly. 13. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Audit’' (Railways). 
2830. 

Demand fo** Supplementary Grant in respect of “Aviation*'. 1539, 1540, 
1543. 
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LAJPAT RAI, Lala— 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2576-78, 2580. 

Considers of Schedule 1. 2610, 2624, 2626, 2627. 

Indian Income- ta\- (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 178. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
at meetings cf the Legislative Assembly. 27-28. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Army Department^’ (General 
policy and expenditure). 2226. 

Motion to redncp the Budget Detn.and for “Customs” (Invidious distinc- 
tions between provinces in the scales of pay of clerks). 1992. 

Motion lo induce the Budget Demand for “Executive Council” (Attitude 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1950, 1951, 
1954-61, 1969. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department'’ (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons ard subordinate 
services and iTiadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2026. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Appointment 
of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid Indianisation 
of the R iilvay Services). 1232-37. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 312. 

Oath of Oth 4 
Question ;v. — 

Advisability of removing restrictions regarding the use cf conveyances 
by candidates for election. 298. 

Conflicting opinions as regards electoral rules of the Legislative Assem- 
bly 297 98. 

Indian delegates to the International Labour Conference. 1475-77. 
Indian show* given in Berlin under the direction of Mr. Hagenbeck. 
1729. 

Need for a general revision of electoral rules. 298-99. 

Undesirability of inquiry into bad debt deductions by Income-tax 
officers. 299. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Extension of the Reforms to the North-West Frontier Province. 882. 
Number of Indians employed in the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations f.nd the International Labour Office. 944. 

Resolution rr — 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 471-475. 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council, possessing Indian experience. 2819. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 661-62, 666. 
Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 132-33. 

Motion t(> c(»nsider. 914. 

Consid'M’filioM of clause 2. 989-95, 998. 


LAMB, Mr. \v. S.- 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1703-07. 
Indian Fiaaiice Bill — 

Consideiai-iDU ox Part II of Schedule II. 2643-45, 2648. 
Oath of Oilice. 4. 
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LAMB, Mr. W. S.-contd. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 918-920. 

LAND 

Question re — 

Acquisition of in the Agror Govt, forests in the Hazara District. 

2041-42. 

Action taken against officials in connection ^vith transferred to 

them from Bhi] cultivators in the Manpur Pargana. 2040. 

Cost of provided free to the old Delhi-Umbala Kalka Railway 

Company. 2916. 

Payment for acquired for the Chandil-Barkakhana Railway in the 

Cliota Nagpur Division. 1735. 

Sale of certain Government to Nawab Ahmed Nawaz iShafri of 

Dehra Ismail Khan. 1828. 

Sale of in New Delhi. 1516. 

Sale of plots of round about Mombasa light-house. 187-88. 

LAND ACQinsiTION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “Bill(s)^’— 

LAND MORTGAGE BANKS— 

Question re . 2248. 

LAND REVENGE- 

Question re population, etc., of the Mardan Sub division of the 

Peshawar District and the Kohat District. 2400-01. 

LAND REVENUE LEGISLATION— 

Question re — in the Provinces. 392-94. 

LATRINES— . 

Question re — 

in interniediflto class compartments on the North Western Railway. 

949. 

Leaky in intermediate class compartments. 949. 

Provision of a waiting shed and for third class pass"‘ngers at 

Monghyr 1830. 

LAVATORIES- - 
Question re— 

Constrnciicn of to suit Indians in the higher class railway carriages. 

518. 

Provision of in third class carriages on the metre gauge Cochin 

State Railway. 351. 


LAWALUNG - 

Question re opening of post offices at , Bharkatta and other important 

places in the Hazaribagh District. 1910-11. 

LAAVS- 

Question re powers of the Indian Legislature to enact for the reser- 

vation of the coastal trade of India to Indian vessels 1192-93. 
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS- 
Question re-- 

Contributions cf India, Great Britain, Australia, Canada and South 
Africa to tie . 942-43. 

Establishment in India of an Information Office of the . 945. 

Number of Indians eiujiloyed in the Secretariat of the and the 

International Labour Office. 943-45. 

Selection of experts for the economic conference to be held under 
the auapic'es of the . 711-12. 

LEAVE— 

Question — 

Grant of oassage facilities to the Indian Members of the Indian Medi- 
cal Service proceeding to the United Kingdom on study . 2791. 

Grant oi privilege to Deputy Assistant Controllers, accountants 

and clerks of the Military Accounts Dept. 1514. 

Pay, pension, , etc., of lower grade postal staff. 2518. 

Racial discrimination in and allowances in the Bombay, Baroda 

and Central India Railway. 300-01. 

Refusal of privilege to accountants and clerks in the Military 

Accounts Dept. 1514. 

LEAVE RESERVES- 
Question re — 

Employment of in the Registration and Parcel Departments of 

the Calcutta General Post Office. 2409. 

Increase of for the Post Office and the Railway Mail Service. 

2409. 

for postmen. 1821 . 

Percentage of provided for postal clerks i«nd for postmen and 

lower grade staff. 2517-18. 

LEAVE RESERVE CLERKS - 
Question 

Nuinbev of clerks and whose services were dispensed with by 

Lieut.-Colonel W. A. Smith, Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri 
Division. 727. 

Retention of in his office by the Superintendent of Post Offices, 

Nilgiri Division. 727-28. 

Transfer of Inspectors, postmasters, clerks and from the Nilgiri 

DivisiOFi 723*24. 

LEAVE RULES- 
Question t-e — 

for l uropeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians in the subordinate ser- 
vice of the East Indian Railway. 1905. 

for Indians on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 2049 

of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1508. 

Revision of the of inferior servants employed under the Central 

Government. 1654. 
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LEE COMMISt:iOIf- 

Question 7V’ — 

Annucal additional expenditure to be incurred for services in Burma as 

a result of the recommendations of the . 2467. 

Expenditure ii.ciirred in giving effect to the recommendations of the 
. 1C43. 

Recommendation of the regarding promotion of men in the Pro- 

vincial Services to the Indian Civil Service. 2901. 

Recommendations of the regarding the Indian Medical Service. 

2451. 


LEE CONCESSICNS^- 
Question — 

Existing incumbents of Asiatic domicile entitled to in the South 

India.*! Rjulway 286. 

Intjlusion of Indians among Asiatic domiciles entitled to the . 286- 

87 .^ 

Omission to extend the to superior Indian officers of the South 

Indian Railway. 296. 

Refusal of to Indians at present in the South Indian Railway. 

286. 

LEGATION— 

Question /y. — 

Cost of at Kabul. 216. 

Details of staff of the in Kabul. 217. 

LEGGE, Mr. R.— 

Question re — 

Grant of ovei*timo allowance to for work in connection with tlic 

disposal of the inward foreign letter mail. 2413. 

Inclusion of the name of as head of the Mail Department in the 

mrmora.ndiini of distribution of work in the Calcutta General Post 
Office. 2412. 

Retention of the services of as Traffic Supervisor, Calcutta General 

Post Office, after the abolition of the motor fleet. 2411. 

LEGISLATION - 
Question rc — 

Introduction of for the prompt payment of wages. 711. 

Introduction jf regarding the machinery for settling labour 

disputes. 710-11. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 

Address of His Excellency the Viceroy to Members of the . 43-49. 

Congratulations to Mr. V. J. Patel on his election as President of the . 

10-13. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy appointing Mr. M. Ruthna- 

swamy to be Chairman of the . 1. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy approving of the election by 

the of Mr. V. J. Patel as President of the said Assembly. 10. 
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IeGISLATIVE ASSEMBLy-w>«?,/. 

Questiju re— 

Admission of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra to the ?48. 

Attendance of Messrs. S. C. Mitra and S. C. Bose at the and Bengal 

Council, respectively. 356. 

Changes in the rules of the — — and Provincial Legislatures. 394-97. 
Committee appointed in copies of the Tleports of which were- 

supplied to Government but not placed in the Library of the . 

2919. 

Conflicting opinions as regards electoral rules of the - — . 297-9S. 

Eligibility of firms paying income-tax to vote at elections. 20 1 

Envelopes for use of Members of the . 1386-87. 

Expeditious distribution of the debates of the to purchasers. 

348. 

Inaccuracies in the electoral roll of the Ajiner-Merwara constituency 
of the . 2103-04. 

Inferior quality of stationery supplied to Members of the . 1387. 

Issue of an abridged index to the proceedings of the for the years 

1921-26. 2461. 

Mussalman representative of the Delhi Province in the . 1305. 

Nomination of a lady member to the . 785-36. 

Order in which Demands for Grants should lie brought before the 

and the ventilation of gi-ievances in voting the Demands. 2523. 
Participation of 36 clerks of tlie Postal Dept., Rawalpindi in the elec- 
tion campaign of a particular candidate for the . 2245-47 

Permission to Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra to attend meetings of 
the 335. 

Representation of the on the Indian Central Gotte n Committee. 

310. 

Results of last elections to the . 189, 

Revision of the electoral roll for the Madras Landholders constituency 
of the , 2182-83. 

Rules and orders vehiling to the preparation of the lists of voters for 
the — — 152. 

Separate (ist.ablishment for the — *. 2333-34, 2139. 

Separate strifC for the — 2446. 

Status and procedure of Members of the in Durbars. 296. 

Tonga stand in Parliament Street near the entrance to the . 21GL 

Use of corridois of the — by the public. 712. 

Women voters foi the . 191-92. 

LEGISLATIVE BODIES-- 

Budget Dem;md for 2316. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL(S)- 
Question ;v — 

Elected European majority in the of Kenya. 611. 

Indian representation on the Fiji . 378-79. 

Muhammadan population of the Madras Presidency and Malabar and 
South Kaaara, and the number of seats allotted to Muhammadans 
in the Madras 707. 

Number of European and Indian Members of the in Fiji. 874. 

Strength of various communities in provincial . 22C. 
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT— 

Budget Demand for “ 2316. 

LEGISLATURE- 
Question it— 

Extension of the Library of the Indian . 2523. 

Substitution of a suitable term to describe the General Constituencies 
of the . 1739. 

Translation cf Acts of the Supreme into the principal vernaculars. 

151-52, 1520. 

LEVEL- 

Question rt lowness of the dome and of the Council House. 363. 

CEVEL CROSSING- 

Question rt accidents at the near Jamalpur, East Indian Rail- 

way. Ift29-3C». 

LIBRARY— 

Question — 

Pommittees appointed in 1922-24, copies of the Reports of which were 

supplied to Government but not placed in the of the Legislative 

Assembly 2919. 

Extension of the of the Indian Legislature. 2523 

LICENCE(S)- 
Question ic — 

Abolition of the system of police for Hindu funeral processions in 

Delhi. 2514. 

Grant of a to the Indian Radio Telegraph Company Limited. 

1652-53. 

Grant of to vendors on railway platforms. 2429. 

LICENCE FEES- 

Qiiestion re reduction of the of porters employed at Howrah. 1487. 

LIFE ASSURANCE SCHEME- 

Question re extension of the Post Office to persons paid from Local 

Funds. 1899-1900. 

LIFE IN RAISINA— 

Question re article in the Hindustan Times^ dated the 7th Fo])ruary, 
1927, entitled . 2765-66. 

LIGHTS- 

Questioii Tf provision of in the compound leading to the third class 

waiting shed it Hissar railway station. 803-01, 

LIGHT-HOUSE- 

Question rc sale of plots of land round about Mombassa . 187-88. 

LIGHTING- 

Question re monthly cost of the Secretariat and Council House 

Buildings in New Delhi. 2513-14. 
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LINDSAY, Sip DARCY- 

Budget Demand lor ‘‘Army Department”. 2300. 

Currency Bill- 

Motion to pass as amended. 2540. 

Election of to the Panel for the Central Advisory Council for 

Railways. 540. 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee rm Emigration. 

613. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. IT, 2679. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to pass as amended. 2687, 2701. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1015, 1025. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘ Army Department ” (General 
policy and expenditure). 2269-71. 

Motion to redu(!e the Budget Demand for Indian Postal and Tele- 
graph Department ” (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and sub- 
ordinate services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 
2054-55, 2057, 2065, 2070-71. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board ” (Railway 
communication between Gauhati and Shillong). 1343-44, 1345, 1346. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Working Expenses : Admi- 
nistration ” (Railways) (Reduction of third class fares). 1423, 1424-25. 
Oath of Office. 509. 

Question re — 

Extension of the Library of the Indian Legislature. 2523. 

Issue of an abridged index to the proceedings of the Legislative 
Assembly for the years 1921-26. 2461. 

Prevention of the sale of tea below a prescribed standard of quality. 

2780. 

Sale of surplus tea waste in India. 2780-81. 

LIQUOR S- 

Question re regulation of the importation of foreign . 1521. 

LISTED POSTS- _ . , r i c. • 

Question YC in the Provincial cadre of the Indian Civil Service. 

2901-03. 

LITTLEHAILES, Mr. R.- 
Oath of Office. 5. 

LOAN(S)- 

Question rr— 

Advance of house building to railway employees. 2907. 

Realization of the advanced to the Army Canteen Board by the 

Imperial Bank of India. 1041-42. 

loans and advances bearing tnterest- 

Budget Demand for “ ”• 2327. 

LOANS FUND- 

Question re Provincial • 948. 
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LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES— 

Question re— 

on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1576. 

Number of Oriyas appointed to the on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

1576-77. 

LOCAL ALLOWANCES- 

Question re grant of to postal employees in Assam. 2913. 

LOCAL FUNDS— 

Question rc extension of the Post Office life assurance scheme to persons 

paid from . 1899-1900 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS— 

Question re — 

Declaration of the day of the Assembly elections as a public holiday 
by . 152. 

Grant to . 886. 

Maintenance of separate Capital and Revenue Accounts for branch 
lines built on the guarantee of . 2918. 

LOCOMOTIVES- 
Question re — 

Manufacture of wagons and in the workshop of the Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway at Ajmer. 1190-91. 

Purchase of . 1489. 

Scrapping of and wagons in use on Railways. 795. 

Total authorised stock of on the Stjite Railways. 1509. 

Transfer of from the North Western Railway to other State^ 

worked Railways. 2912-13 

LOCOMOTIVE BOILERS— 

Question rc — 

Remarks of the Raven Committee regarding and rolling stock. 

795. 

Renewal of . 1044. 

LOCOMOTIVE SERVICE - 
Question re — 

Indians in the traffic or drawing salaries of more than Rs. 1,000 

a month. 799. 

Number of Indians in the Ti’affic or the drawing more {han 

Rs 1,000 1381. 

LONDON— 

Question re — 

Indianisation of the office of the High Commissioner for India in 
. 1902-03 

New buildings for the office of the High Commissioner for India in 
. 2771-73. 

Reduction of the expenditure of the Indian Stores Department, . 

1901-02. 

Reduction of the purchases for railways made by the Director General 
of Stores in . 795-96. 
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LOSS(ES)-~ 

Question rc— 

Amounts utilised for reimbursements for from the Guarantee Fund, 

East Indian Railway. 2433. 

Estimated on account of the redjction of railway fares. 1489. 

incurred on the Western Hostel, New Delhi. 2774. 

on the working of strategic railways. 2760. 

on the working of the Assam 'Bengal Railway. 2759-60. 

Procedure followed by the East Indian Railway in reimbursing itself 
for caused by the staff. 24.33-34. 

LOWER DIVISION MEN— 

Question re time-scale of pay of in Accounts Offices. 2866. 

LUCKNOW— 

Question rc — 

New railway station at . 166-67. 

Number of clerical staff and Inspectors transferred from to Cal- 

cutta from the different head offices of the East Indian Railway. 
2050. 

Removal of the railway offices from to Calcutta. 166. 

Transfer of certain offices of the East Indian Railway from to 

Calcutta. 2051-52. 

LUGGAGE- 

Question re assistance afforded by the Bengal Nagpur Railway to illiterate 
third class passengers regarding their . 732. 

LUGGAGE CONCESSIONS- 

Question re on third class tickets. 384. 

LUGGAGE PORTERS— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the system of free labour rendered by at Howrah. 

1487-88. 

Grievances of at Howrah. 1486-87. 

LUXAR- 

Question rc construction of a railway between Hapur, Mowana and . 

2519-20. 


M 


MACPHAIL, The Revd. Dr. E. M.— 

Currency Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1788-94, 1795, 1796, 1799, 1803. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1843. 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2548. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1595, 1690. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1173. 

Indian Finance Bill- 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Coiincil of State. 
2927-29, 2932. 


N 
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JIACPHAIL, The Revd. Dr. E. M.— 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Customs (Invidious dis- 
tinctions between provinces in the scales of pay of clerks). 1991-92. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Executive Council ^ (Attitude 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1959. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Railway Board ” (Grievances 
of subordinate railway employees). 1287, 1290-91, 1292, 1297, 1298, 1316. 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen. 171. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question (Supplementary) rc recruitment of clerks in the office of the 
Accountant-General, Central Revenues. 2783. 

MACQUIRE, Mr.~ 

Question re re-appointment of and Mr. Mathews, insolvents, by the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 1507. 

MADRAS- 

Question rc — 

Amount of conveyance allowance paid to inspectors of Post Offices in 

, Bombay and Calcutta. 2849-50. 

Critical condition of agriculturists in certain parts of the Central 
Provinces, and . 712-14. 

Inadequacy of scales of pay of postal clerks and postmen in . 

290-91. 

Judgments of the High Courts at Calcutta, Allahabad and regard- 

ing Brahmani bulls. 2241. 

Minimum pay of postal clerks in . 297. 

Provident Fund system in place of pensions in . 281. 

Provision of electric fans in the Railway Mail Service office in , 

etc. 2949. 

Provision of intermediate class compartments and dining saloons on 

trains running between and Mangalore. 707. 

Removal of the Flower Bazar Post Office in to a more suitable 

building. 2850. 

Representation of Muslims in the Civil Services in . 2424. 

Transfer of the office of the Senior Government Inspector of Railways 
from to Ootacamund. 1390. 

MADRAS CIRCLE- 
Question re- 
pay of postal clerks in the , etc. 2518. 

Reversion of postal inspectors and head clerks to Superintendents 
to the general line of the clerical time scale in the . 724. 

MADRAS CIRCLE POSTAL UNION- 

Question re article under the caption ** Savings Bank Department in 
the September issue of the general letter of the . 2852. 

MADRAS CITY- 
Question rc— 

Number of town sub-offices in which justify selection grade 

appointments. 2853. 

Provision of electric fans in the post offices in -• — . 2854. 
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MADRAS GENERAL POST OFF/CE— 

CJuestion re — 

Inadequacy of the number of selection grade appointments in the 

group. 2853-54. 

Increase of the establishment of the Correspondence Department of 
the . 2850-51. 

Number of clerks employed in each Department of the Calcutta, , 

etc. 2853. 

Number of Selection grade appointments in the Correspondence De- 
partment of the . 2851. 

Sanction of additional staff for the Savings Bank Department of the 
. 2852. 

MADRAS LANDHOLDERS^ CONSTITUENCY— 

Question re revision of the electoral roll for the of the Legislative 

Assembly. 2182-83. 

MADRAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL- 

Question re Muhammadan population of the Madras Presidency and 

Malabar and South Kanara, and the number of seats allotted to 

Muhammadans in the . 707. 

MADRAS PRESTDENCY- 
Question re — 

Amalgamation of Coorg with the and South Kanara with the 

Bombay Presidency. 280. 

Grant of house rent allowances to postal employees in the . 2516- 

17. 

Grant of house rent allowances to the mail guards and other inferior 
servants of the Railway Mail Service in the . 889. 

Muhammadan population of the and Malabar and South Kanara, 

and the number of seats' allotted to Muhammadans in the Madras 
Legislative Council. 707. 

MADRAS AND SOUTHERN MAHRATTA RAILWAY— 

Sec under Railway(s)’'. 

MADRAS SALT (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under “ Bill(s)’\ 

MADURA— 

Question re extra house-rent for postal employees in , etc. 297. 

MAGISTRATE(S)- 

Question re transfer of the power of trying cases under the Cantonment 

Act to unconnected with Cantonment Boards. 2590. 

MAGURA- ^ . X 

Question re construction of a railway from Rajbari to Jessore vw 

2183-84. 

MAHAPATRA, KHETRA MOHAN- ^ , r i 

Question re decision of the Privy Council in the case of Ganesh Lai 

r, . 1496. 
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^A^lHAUAJA of BENARES— 

Question rc speech of the regarding the Reforms. 50940. 

MAHARAJA OF BURDWAN— 

X Question re speeches delivered by the in England. 1037-38. 

MAHARASTHA BRAHM1N(S)~ 

Question re in the Army. 191. 

MAHERS— 

Question re provision for , Ramoshis and ^Mangs in the Army. 191. 

MAIL(S)— 

Question re — 

Allowance to ))Ostnien for additional work in connection with the 
foreign . 1820. 

Contract with Messrs. Garage and Conjpany, Madras, for the convey- 
ance of in Calcutta. 2410. * 

Disposal of the Foreign Parcel in the Calcutta General Post 

Office. 24t)7. 

Grant of overtime allowance for work in connection with the disposal 

of the inward foreign parcel in the Calcutta General Post 

Office. 2408. 

Grant of overtime allowance to Mr. R. H. Legge for work in con- 
nection with the disposal of the inward foreign letter . 2413. 

Procedure followed in the Bombay General Post Office in connection 
with the disposal of the inward foreign parcel . 2408. 

Savings effected by the Contract system of conveyance of in 

Calcutta. 2410. 

MAIL BAGS— 

Question re accommodation for at Bankura railway station. 2416. 

MAIL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re inclusion of the name of Mr. R. H. Legge as head of the 

in the memorandum of distribution of work in the Calcutta 

General Post Office. 2412. 

MAIL RATES— 

Question re by air liner. 342. 

MAIL ROUTES— 

Question re — 

Circuitous in the Sylhet District. 1650. 

Difference between air and P. and O. . 341. 

MAIL STEAMERS- 

Question re late arrivals of the English at Bombay. 702-04. 

MAIL TRAIN(S)- 

Question re prohibition of Indian guards and drivers from running . 

294. 
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MALABAR-. 

Question re— 

Expenditure in connection with the rebellion. 192. 

Muhcimmadan population of the Madras Presidency and and 

South Kanara, and the number of seats allotted to Muhammadans 
in the Madras Legislative Council. 707. 

Purchase at cheaper rates in of timber of the quality supplied 

by Canada and Australia. 1391. 

Results pf the failure of the South Indian Railway to place orders for 
sleepers in . 1391. 

MALAVIYA, PaxXdit MADAN MOHAN— 

Budget Demand for Army Department 2307-10, 2313. 

Currency Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1762 81, 1700. 

Consideration of clause 4. 2136-38, 2139. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2356-71. 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2548, 2550-53. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ Aviation 1567- 
1570. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1695-1700. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 90-96. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2720-33, 2734-2735. 

Motion for Adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 33-37. 

Motion for Adjournment re despatch of Indian troops to China. 52-53. 
Motion for Adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. 1028-30. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Army Department ” (General 
policy and expenditure). 2225. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Executive Council (Atti- 
tude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1965. 
Oath of Office. 3. 

Resolution re release of the Bengal detenus. 494-99, 506. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 121-24. 

Motion to consider. 900, 901. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1079-82. 

MALAY STATES- 

Question re annual reports of the agents in Ceylon and the regarding 

the moral and material progress of Indian emigrants. 1038-39. 

MALPE- 

Question re construction of line between Mangalore and to 

Mormugoa. 193. 

MALPRACTICES— 

Question re during the recent elections. 165. 

MANAURI— 

Question re disposal of castor cake and cake dust at station on the 

East Indian Railway. 1480. 
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MANAUBI WOHKSHOP— 

Question re castor cake and cake dust sold yearly at the on th© 

East Indian Railway. 1480. 

MANDLA— 

Question re construction of a metre gauge railway between Bilaspur and 
in the Central Provinces. 528-29, 530. 

MANGALORE— 

Question re — 

Construction of line between and Malpe to Mormugoa. 193* 

Provision of intermediate class compartments and dining saloons on 
trains running between Madras and . 707. 

MANGALORE HASAN RAILWAY— 
iSf e under “ Railway(s)^\ 

MANGS- 

Question re provision for Mahars, Ramoshis and in the Army. 191* 

MANPUR PARGANA- 
Question re — 

Abolition of the office of the Sadar Kanungo in . 2040. 

Action taken against officials in connection with lands transferred to 

them from Bhil cultivators in the . 2040. 

Annual income and expenditure of the in the Central India Agency. 

2040. 

Appointment of a tahsildar in . 2040. 

MANSERA— 

Question re extension of the Texila-Havelian Branch of the North- 
Western Railway in the direction of Abbottabad, , etc. 2181. 

MANSJARI— 

Question re — 

Conversion of the Branch post office at into a season sub-post 

office. 348. 

Distance of the sub-post office at Bagisar from the and Milam 

post offices. 347-348. 

Savings Bank Department of the Post Office at . 348. 

MANURE- 

Question re use of a part of the old Kachery mosque in Peshawar Can- 
tonment for the dumping of . 2587. 

MAP RACKS- 

Question re orders for for the Map Record and Issue office of th© 

Survey of India. 2038-39. 

MAP RECORD AND ISSUE OFFICE— 

Question re orders for map racks for the of the Survey of India* 

2038-39.* 
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MARDAN- 

Question rc conversion of the sub-division of into a separate district. 

2401-02. 

MARDAN SUB-DIVISION— 

Question re — 

Creation of separate Divisional and Sessions Courts in Hazara and the 

of the Peshawar District. 2933. 

Population, land revenue, etc., of the of the Peshawar District 

and the Kohat District. 2400-01 

MARI LUKKI AND TANK RAILWAY- 
See under Railway(s)”. 

MARINE SUBSIDIES- 

Question re credit given to the Post Office under (1) share of and 

(2) free services rendered to Indian States. 1834. 

MARINE WIRELESS OPERATORS— 

Question re — 

Provision by the Royal Indian Marine of facilities for gaining the 

necessary sea experience to persons qualified as . 1825. 

Provision of facilities in India for training . 1824-25. 

MARRIAGE(S)- 

Question re number of registered under Act XXX of 1923. 2422. 

MATCH INDUSTRY- 

Question rr grant of protection to the in India. 2176. 

MATHEWS, Mr.- 

Question re reappointment of and Mr. Macquire, insolvents, by the 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 1507. 

MATRONS- 

Question re discharge of of military family hospitals. 2779. 

MEAT TRADE- 

Question re prohibition of the slaughter of cattle for the Burma — , 
790. 

MECHANICAL ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF FOR RAILWAYS- 
Question re appointment of a . 1510. 

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT— 

Question re Indianisation of the Superior Revenue Establishment of the 
Transportation (Power) and . 343-344. 

MEDAL(S)— 

Question re grant of the Royal Humane Society’s to Tindal Ebrahim. 

300. 
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MEDICAL CERTIFICATE(S)- 

Quesbion re — 

of eaipioyees of the Calcutta Postal Audit Ofiicc, Calcutta Tele- 
graph (Engineering) (Jliiee and Calcutta Telegiaph Check Office. 
2867. 

of employees in the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1506. 

MEDICAL COLLEGE, LAHORE- 

Question re names of candidates sent to the Central Drawing College, 
Lahore and , for training. 2180^ 2181. 

MEDICAL EDUCATIOX- 

Question re expenditure on the visit of Sir Norman Walker to India in 
connection with . 2044-45. 

MEDICAL OFFICERS— 

Question re claims of Muslims to appointments as of the State Rail- 

ways. 1745-46. 

MEDICAL PRACTITIONER(S)- 

Question re grant of a certificate to Dr. Ram Kishan, private of 

Pattoki, for services rendered by him to injured passengers during the 
collision at Harpa. 882. 

MEDICAL RESEARCH TNSTITUTE- 
Question ;y . 2773. 

MEDICAL SERVICES- 

Budget Demand for 2.320. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ 632. 

‘Question re delay in the formation of Provincial . 2011. 

MEERUT CITY- 

Question re underground bridge for traffic at the railway crossing near 
station. 1040. 

MEERUT DIVISION— 

Question re amalgamation of the with the Delhi Province. 1826-27. 

MEHTA, Mr. JAMNADAS M.— 

Appointment of as a member of the Committee on Public Petitions. 

1579. 

Currency Bill- 

Motion to consider. 1789, 1813. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1836-49, 2110, 2116-17, 2118. 

Motion to pass . 2504-11. 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2523-31, 2545, 2548. 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of **education'\ 621. 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of “Indian Posts and Telegraph 
Department”. 617. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Stationery and Print- 
ing”. 638. 
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MEHTA, Mr. JAMNADAS ^IL,--contd. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 55. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1593, 16t>2-07. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1168-73, 11S8. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 76-80. 

Motion to refer to Joint Committee. 2738-39. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2626. 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 2923, 
2938. 

Motion to agree to the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2952-53, 2954. 

Indian Income Tax (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 179-80, 

Motion for adjoiumment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 599-600. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Customs^ ^ (Smuggling of 

saccharine). 2002-2003. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board’^ (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Members of the Railw'ay Board and rapid Indianisa- 
tion of the Railway Services). 1229, 1230. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question re — 

Accommodation of the Army Headquarters Offices in New Delhi. 2161- 
62. 

Allegation against certain officials of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway. 609. 

Annual increments of Superintendents of Post Offices. 528. 

Annual rent of houses in Baroda Cantonment. 2442-43. 

Appointment of qualified second division candidates to the first division 
in the Government of India Secretariat. 2440-41. 

Chief Storekeepers or Purchasing Officers of State Railways. 1043. 
Clearing House Scheme for State Railways. 2049. 

Committee to inquire into conditions of embarkation at ports. 300. 
Creation of a selection grade for Superintendents of Post Offices. 528. 
Duty allowance of Personal Assistants to Postmasters General. 527- 
28. 

Employment of ships engaged on the coasting trade of wireless opera- 
tors. 1824. 

Employment of the Tax Collector in the office of the Executive Officer, 
Baroda Cantonment, to prepare an assessment list in the terms of 
section 72 of Act II of 1924. 2442. 

Establishment rolls of the staff of the different Departments of the 
Government of India. 2775. ^ 

Exemption of grain from octroi duty in Baroda Cantonment. 2443-44. 
Expenditure on Post Office premises in Bombay. 358-362. 

Functions of the Assessment Committee appointed by the Cantonment 
Authority under section 68 (3) of Act II of 1924. 2443. 

Grant of the Royal Humane Society's medal to Tindal Ebrahim. 300. 
Leave rules for Indians on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 2049. 
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MEHTA, Mr. JAMNADAS, M.-concld. 

Question re-^contd. 

Opinions on the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill. “TSS- 
39. 

Pay of a Personal Assistant to a Postmaster General promoted to the* 
rank of a Deputy Postmaster General. 1739. 

Pay of Superintendents of Post Offices. 1739. 

Principles for valuation and assessment in the Baroda Cantonment.. 
2442. 

Proportion of the appointments of Deputy Postmasters General and 
Personal Assistants to Postmasters General to Postal Divisions in 
the different Postal Circles. 526-27. 

Provision by the Royal Indisfn Marine of facilities for gaining the* 
necessary sea experience to persons qualified as marine wireless 
operators. 1825. 

Provision of facilities in India for training marine wireless operators: 
1824-25. 

Qualifications for Pilots, Harbour Masters, Assistant Harbour Masters, 
etc. 2439-40. 

Recruitment by the Finance Department of two second division men 
in the first division. 2441-42. 

Renewal of locomotive boilers. 1044. 

Retrenchment of expenditure in the Baroda Cantonment. 2443. 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Anglo-Indians in the second division of the Govt, of India Secretariat. 
1388. 

Expenditure on the South African Deputation to India and the Indian 
Delegation to South Africa. 156. 

Inadequate pay of the lowest staff on the Bengal Nagpur and South 
Indian Railways. 386. 

Rent of quarters provided for railway servants. 714, 715. 

Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 563. 

Improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 683. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 653, 666. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to re-commit to Select Committee. 746-56, 772, 774, 775, 77ff,. 
778, 779, 780, 781. 

Motion to consider. 890, 891, 894, 896, 902, 904, 905. 

Consideration of clause 2. 996, 1059-1067, 1068, 1069, 1070, 1072.. 

Consideration of the title and Preamble. 1100, 

MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 

, Question re — 

Envelopes for use of . 1386-87. 

Inferior quality of stationery supplied to . 1387. 

MEMORIAL(S)- 
Question re — 

of Mr. S. H. Counsell, late Deputy Magistrate of Bengal. 2329-30. 

to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr, Satyendra Chandra Mitra, 

a political detenu. 2856-58. 

Method of dealing wfth appeals, petitions and addressed to the 

Governor General in Council. 1824. 
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MENIALS- 

Question re classification of telegraph peons as . 1123. 


MERCHANT SHIP(S>- 

Statement laid on the table regarding the Agreement between the United- 

Kingdom and Estonia re tonnage measurement of , together with? 

Notes exchanged, which affects India. 65: 

MESSAGE(S)— 

from His Excellency the Governor General regarding dates for- 

the presentation and discussion of the Railway Budget. 531 >3*2. 

from His Excellency the Governor General, regarding dates for the 

presentation of the General Budget to the Council of State and the 
Legislative Assembly and for the subsequent stages in respect thereof’ 
in the two Chambers. 975. 

from H. E. the Viceroy appointing Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy to be Chair- 
man of the Legislative Assembly. 1. 

from H. E. the Viceroy approving of the election by the Legislative 

Assembly of Mr. V. J. Patel as President of the said Assembly. 10. 

from H. E. the Viceroy disallowing the motion of Mr. S. Srinivasa 

Iyengar to move the adjournment of the House to discuss the question 
of the despatch of Indian troops to China. 76. 

from H. E. the Viceroy signifying his approval of the election of 

Maulvi Muhammad Y^kub as Deputy President of the Legislative 
Assembly. 441. 

from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had agreed' 

with certain amendments to the Indian Limitation (Amendment)^ 
(Amendment of Article 182 of Schedule 1) Bill and requesting the 
concurrence of the Legislative Assembly in the amendments. 2052-53. 

from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had agreed 

without any amendment to the Currency Bill. 2840. 

from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had agreed 

without any amendments to the Steel Industry (Protection) Bill. 
1578. 

from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had passed' 

the Indian Finance Bill with an amendment to clause 2. 2920. 

— from the Council of State intimating that that Chamber had passed' 

without any amendments the Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill and" 
the Indian Registration (Amendment) Bill. 745. ^ 

from the Council of State intimating that the Societies Registration 

(Amendment) Bill was passed by that Chamber with certain amend- 
ments. 1226. 

— from the Council of State intimating the concurrence of that 
Chamber in the motion for the reference of the Gold Standard and" 
Reserve Bank of India Bill to a Joint Committee. 2841. 

from the Council of State intimating the concurrence of that 

Chamber in the motion for the reference of the Imperial Bank of India 
(Amendment) Bill to a Joint Cpmmittee. 2841. 

from the Council of State recommending to the Legislative Assembly^ 

that the Indian Lighthouse will be referred to a Joint Committee. 840- 
41. 
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MESSAGE BOOM- 

Question re distinctions between the Registration and Requisition 
Clerks of the . 1049-1050. 

METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question rt — 

Employment of Sikhs in the . 526. 

Muslim Officers in the . 2172. 

METEOROLOGY— 

Budget Demand for 2318. 

MILAM- 

Question re — 

Distance of the sub-post office at Bagisar from the Mansiari and 

post offices. 347-348. 

Season Post Office at . 169-70. 

MILAP kSINGH, Sardar— 

Question re — 

Cancellation of the externment order against . 1736. 

Externment Order against a newspaper agent of Peshawar City. 

1735-36. 

Preventive order under the North-West Frontier Province Security 

Regulation, 1922, against , newspaper vendor of Peshawar City. 

1193. 

Refusal to grant a passport to a newspaper agent of Peshawar 

City to proceed to Chitral. 1735. 

MILEAGE- 

Question re total of the East Indian Railway, etc. 2049-50. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS, CONTROLLER OF- 

Question re employment of Muslims in the office of the , «Peshawar 

district. 2588-89. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS DEPT.- 
Question re- 

Grant of privilege leave to Deputy Assistant Controllers, Accountants 
and Clerks of the . 1514. 

'Grant of the concession of counting deputation -allowance towards 
pension to the clerks of the — — invalided in the great war. 1744. 
Muslims in the . 2868-69. 

Refusal of privilege leave to accountants and clerks in the . 1514. 

Transfers of clerks and accountants of the . 1513-14. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS, FIELD CONTROLLER OF— 

Question re withdrawal of the personal aTTdwance of accountants and 
clerks of the office of the , Poona. 1512-13. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS OFFICES— 

^Question re withdrawal or stoppage of increments of clerks and accoun- 
tants in . 1513. 
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MILITARY AVIATION— 

/bVc under “ Aviation’ \ 

MILITARY CLERK(S)- 

Question re technical in Army Headquarters. 2515. 

MILITARY ENGINEERING SERVICE— 

Question ?e increase of the percentage of Muslims in ministei'ial service 

in the oihces of the Executive Officers and of the North-West 

Frontier Province. 2591. 

MILITARY ESTATES OFFICER, PESHAWAR— 

Question re attempt of Colonel J. Moran, , to take possession of a 

piece of land attached to the Abu Turab shrine. 2590-91. 

MILITARY FAMILY HOSPITALS— 

Question re discharge of matrons of . 2779. 

MILITARY OFFICER(S)- 
Question /•/?— 

Appointment of as High Court Judges. 2592. 

Grant of a site for an Islamia High School in the Cantonment of 

Peshawar for the children of retired . 25S6-87. 

Residential quarters for at Quotta. 2041. 

MILITARY OPERATION(S)- 

Question re charges of the employment of a contingent by the Govern- 
ment of India in the in China. 278. 

MILITARY STATION(S)- 

Question re establishment of Indian family hospitals in containing 

Indian troops. 2910-11. 

MILITARY STORES— 

Question re — 

Economies effected in the purchase of by the Director of Con- 

tracts. 1648. 

Procedure adopted for the purchase of . 16G0. 

MILITARY SUPPLY DEPOTS- 

Question re location of . 1660. 

MILL INDUSTRY— 

Question re publication of the Report of the Tariff Board on the . 

1301. 

MINERAL OIL(S)— 

Question re excess of disclosed as a result of verification by the 

Audit Department of the East Indian Railway in 1924. 956-59. 

MINERAL RIGHTS- 

Question re grant of to a South African firm in the North West 

Frontier Province. 1498. 
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MINES- 

Budget Demand for “ 2319. 

Question re — 

Introduction of the shift system of work in Indian . 709-10. 

Prohibition of the employment of women underground in Indian 

709-10. 

Shift system in Indian . 2048-49. 

MINGALADON- 

Question re removal of the arsenal in Rangoon to . 2685-86. 

MINIMUM WAGE— 

/SVe under “Wage(8)”. 

MINISTER(S)— 

Question n rule re motion )f no confidence in provincial . 434-35. 

MINISTER(S) OF EXCISE- 

Question re supply to the Secretary of State of a report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Conference jf the Provincial held at Simla. 2335. 

MINISTERIAL ESTABLISHMENT— 

Question re — 

Grant of house rent allowance and Secretariat rates of pay to the 

at Army Headquarters. 2515. 

Scales of pay of the of the Govt, of India Secretariat and attached 

offices. 1388. 

MINISTERIAL OFFICERS- 
Question re — 

Classification of administrative and of the Postal Dept. 2428-29, 

2445-46. 

Retention in Govt, service of up to the age of 60 years. 730. 

MINISTERIAL SERVICE— 

Question re increase of the percentjige of Muslims in in the offices 

of the Executive Officers and of the Military Engineering Service, North- 
West Frontier Province. 2591. 

MINISTERIAL STAFF- 

Question re revision of the pay of. the in attached offices of the Govt. 

of India. 1745. 

MINORITY(IES)- 

Question re inadequate recruitment of to the Audit and Acopunt 

offices. 382-83. 

MINORITY COMMUNITIES- 
"Question re — 

Claims of to higher appointments in the Postal Department. 346- 

347. 

* Representation of in Depai^traents under Che Govt, of India. 347. 
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MINT- 

Budget Demand for “ 2322. 

MISCELLANEOUS- 

Budget Demand for “ 2323. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ 638. 

MISCELLANEOUS DEPAETMENTS- 
Budget Demand for “ ”. 2322. 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITUEE- 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ ”. 2955. 

MISCELLANEOUS OBLIGATIONS- 

Budget Demand for “Interest on ”. 2315. 

MISCELLANEOUS (RAILWAYS)- 
Budget Demand for 1451. 

MISRA, Pandit DWARKA PRASAD- 
Indiau Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2638-40, 2660-63. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re— 

Amalgamation of the Meerut Division with the Delhi Province. 
1826-27. 

Date of the completion of the Vizagapatam Harbour. 1827. 

Prevention by the British Colonial Office of the publication of the 
report of the Fiji deputation. 1827. 

Progress made on the Raipur-Vizianagraifa Railway. 1827. 
Publication of the report of the Cotton Textile Tariff Board. 1827- 
28. 

Relation of the proposed Indian Navy to the British Navy. 1827. 
Reversion of Rai Bahadur A. C. Mukherjee of the Indian Educa- 
tional Service in the United Provinces from the junior selection 
grade. 1825-26. 

Separation of the Oudh and Agra Provinces in the United Provin- 
ces. 1826. 

Resolution re amalgamation of the Or iy a -speaking tracts. 667-68, 
570. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill- 
Motion to pass. 1109-1110. 

MITRA, Babu BIVASCHANDRA-- 

Question re case of , a clerk in the office of the Director General 

of Posts and Telegraphs. 742. 

MITBA, Me. SATYENDRA CHANDEA- 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of at meetings of the Legis- 

lative Assembly. 16, 18-40. 
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IIITRA, Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA-co/j^d. 

Question it — 

Admission of to the Assembly. 348. 

Attendance of Messrs. and S. C. Bose at the Legislative Assembly 

and Bengal Council, respectively. 35B. 

Memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy from a political detenu. 

2856-58. 

Permission to to attend meetings of the Assembly. 335. 

Taking of the oath of office by , M.L.A. 514. 

MITRA, The Honourable Sir BHUPENDRA NATH- 
Currency Bill- 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2638. 

- D(knand for Grants in respect of “Indian Postal and Telegraph De- 
partment.^^ 2013. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Aviation^'. 635, 637, 
1525 37, 1538, 1539, 1542, 1546, 1557 * 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2602, 2607, 2612, 2615, 2618, 2619, 2619- 
27. 

Motion to pass as amended 2700. 

Indian Mines (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2834. 

Motion to circulate. 2834-35, 2837-2838, 2839. 

Motion for adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway, 1033-34. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the Standing Committee to 
advise on subjects in the Dept, of Industries and Labour. 1058-59. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Tele- 
graph Department’’ (Cable and inland press rates). 2098-99. 

Motion to reduce the' Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Tele- 
graph Department” (Dearth of post offices in the Chota Nagpur Divi- 
sion). 2014-15. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department” (Indo-Ceylon cables). 2101. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Tele- 
graph Department” (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and sub- 
ordinate services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 
2018, 2057, 2058, 2074-82. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Tele- 
graph Department^’ (Telegraph censorship). 2092-93, 2096. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider 911-915. 

MIXED ELECTORATE- 
See under “Elcctorate(s)”. 

MOGHULPURA- 

Question a extension of service granted to Mr. C. H. Withers, Fore- 
man, Electrical Department, Carriage and Wagon, , North-West- 

ern RaiFway. 2436-3,7* 
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MOHAMMAD IRFAN, Maulana— 

Question re exile of Maulana Mohammad Ishaq and from the North- 

West Frontier Province. 2163-64 , 2172-73. 

MOHAMMAD ISHAQ, Maulana— 

Question re exile of and Maulana Mohammad Irfan from the North- 

West Frontier Province. 2163-61, 2172-73. 

MOHAMMAD ISMAIL KHAN, Haji Cfaudhury- 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 16 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927 2S 267D 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railwayb 55. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1707-08. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re — 

Estimated loss on account of the reduction of railway fares. 1439 
Extension of the Faridpur Charinapuria Railway to Bansal. 1488. 
Financial effect of the last reduction of Railway fares. 14S8-89 
Number of passengers of the different classes carried on the principal 
Railways during the first eight months of 1926 27. 14SS 
Reduction of the entire staff of Food Inspectors on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 2249. 

Riot in the district of Backergunj in Bengal 1657 

MOHAMMAD USMAN, Mr.- 

Quesiion u case of lace an Inspector of Works at Panipat, East- 

Tndian Railway. 2871-'72. 

MOHENJO DARO— 

Question h policy and expenditure re excavations in Sindh ( ). 184. 

MOKAMEH— 

Question ir running of a shuttle train from Buxar to on the East 

Indian Railway. 2423. 

MOKAMEH JUNCTTON- 

Question ?e long hours of duty of the booking cleiks at 717 

MOMBASSA- 

Question re sale of plots of land round about litrht hoii«;e 1^7 

MONEY MARKET- 

Question re availability of the funds of the Post Office 8avinirs Bankj 
for the local etc. 2249 

MONEY ORDER(S)— 

Question re time limit for complaints regarding nondeliveiy of regis 
tered artkles and . 1822-23. 

3IONEY ORDER COMMTSSTON-- 
Question re refund of . 

MONGHYR— 

Question re provision of a waiting shed and latrines for third cl^s Pas- 
sengers at . 1830. 
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atOONJE, Dr. B. S.— 

Demasd for Supplementary Grant in respect of ^^Aviation’\ 1637- 
1544, 1551. 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigration. 

612. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for '‘Army Department’’ (Report 
of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee: University 
Training Corps). 2206-09, 2212. 

Oath of Office. 18. 

Question re — 

Civil aviation schools in Australia, Canada and Japan. 1501-02. 
Construction of a metre gauge railway between Bilaspur and Mandla 
in the Central Provinces. 630. 

I Contributions to the maintenance of aerodromes at Bushire, Bunder 
Abbas and Charbar. 13CjS-06. 

Crime in New Delhi. 529. 

Employment of trained Indian airmen in connection with the Imperial 
Air Scheme. 1306-07. 

Expenditure on civil aviation. 1306. 

Expenditure on the training a/nd maintenance of the Territorial and 
Auxiliary Forces during the last three years. 2254. 

Filling up of ditches near railway embankments. 629-30. 

Formation of Territorial cavalry squadrons, etc. 2253-54. 

^Grant of State scholarships to Indians for nautical training in 
England. 1191. 

Inaugurgrtion of internal air services. 1307. 

Number of coasting vessels owned by Indians. 1192. 

Opening df primary nautical schools in India. 1191-92. 

Powers of the Indian Legislature to enact laws for the reservation of 
i/he Coastal trade of India to Indian vessels. 1192-93. 

Provincial and Urban units of the Indian Territorial Force. 2261- 
52 

Purchase by Govt, of a British line operating on the coast of India, 
etc 1192. 

Recommendations of the Indian Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Com- 
mittee. 2250. 

Recommendations of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee. 1191. 
Resort to compulsion in the recruitment of the Auxiliary Force. 2261. 
Separate staff for the Legislative Assembly. 2446. 

Starting of light aeroplane clubs in India, etc. 1503-04. 

Total strength of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces. 2260-51. 
Training of Indian boys for the Royal Indian Navy. 787-88. 

Training of Indian boys in all branches of civil and military aviation. 
788-89. 

Training of Indians as aviation officers. ^ 1307. 

Training of Indians in aviation. 1503 

Training of selected men from the Indian Territorial Force and the 
University Training Corps in civil and military aviation. 1501. 
University Training Corps. 2262, 2253. 

Besolntion re— • 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 556-67, 561. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas^ ae a backward tract. 651-52. 
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^00]SrjI| !Db, B. S.^contil, 

Steel Ifidustry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 1107-1109. 

MOORE, Mb. ARTHUR- 
Ourrency Bill- 
Motion to consider. 1807-14. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1891. 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2541-44. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of '' Aviation 1639, 
1566-59. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-28. 2679. 

Motion for adjournment re poscpouement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 602-03. 

Motion for adjournment to discuss the i^trike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 978. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^^India/n Postal and Tele- 
graph Department*' (Telegraph censorship). 2095-96. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Railway Board” (Reduction 
of freight on petrol). 1371. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to re-commit to Select Committee. 766-68. 

MOPLAH(S)— 

Question re — 

Andamans settlement and colonisation of the . 282-84. 

Policy of colonisation of Andamans by . 194-95. 

Settlement of women and children in the Andamans. 706. 

MOPLAH PRISONER(S)- 

'^destion re number of . 161. 

MORADABAD— 

Question re — 

Provision of a rest room for the Railway staff at . 1485. 

Recognition of the services and talents of Abdul Aziz, a foreman of 

the railway workshop at . 1483. 

Retention of the services rf Mr. P. A. Young as an assistant running 
shed foreman at . 1484. 

Utilisation of the fine fund at for the upkeep and improvement 

of the Prince of Wales* Railway School. 1485. 

MORAL AND MATERIAL PROGRESS— 

Question re annual reports of the Agents in Cevlon and the IMtalay 
States regarding the of Indian emigrants. 1038-39. 

MORAN, Colonel J.— 

Question re attempt of Military Estates Officer. Peshawar, to iidke 

nossession of a piece of land attached to the Abu Turab shrine. , 2590o 
91. 
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aiORMUGOA- 

Question /e construction of line between Mangalore and Malpe to 

183. 


MORTGAGE— 

Question re deduction of interest on permissible under section 9 

(1) (iv) of the Income-tax Act, 1922. 2446-47. 

MOSQUE(S)- 
Question re- 

Grant of land in New Delhi for building an Anglican Church, or 

temples. 367-368. 

Use of a part of the old Kachery in Peshawai* Cantonment for the 

dumping of manure. 2587. 

1 

MOTIONS FOR ADJOURNMENT- 
See under ^Adjournment(s)*'. 

MOTOR(S)— 

Question re decrease in the gross earnings of North-Western Railway 
during 1926 owing to the competition of — — . 351-352. 

MOTOR DRIVERS- 

Question rc grant of compensation to the of the Calcutta General 

Post Office discharged after the introduction of the contract system 
of mail conveyance. 2410-11. 

(MOTOR FLEET— 

Question te retention of the services of Mr. R. H. Legge as Traffic Super- 
visor, Calcutta General Post Office, after the abolition of the . 

2411. 

MOTOR SERVICE^- 

Question re between Burdwan and Sehara Bazar. 2416-17. 

MOWANA— 

Question re construction of a railway between Hapur, and Luxar. 

2519-20. 

MOYYAD-UL-ISLAM ORPHANAGE AND MIDDLE SCHOOL, DELHI- 
Question re sanction of a grant for the . 2180, 2181. 

MUDDIMAN The Honoubable Sib ALEXANDER— 

Amendment of Standing Orders. 372. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 2955. 

Motion to postpone consideration sine die. 2958, 2960-61. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment> Bill — 

Motion fur leave to introducei 2962. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Section 115) — 
Motion for leave to introduce. 66-67. 

Motion to consider. 406-07, 414, 419, 423-27. 
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MUDDIMAN, The Honoueable Sir ALEXANDER— 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Execution of Decrees and 
Orders)— 

Motion for Jeavo to introduce. 172. 

MotioD to refei to Select Committee 404-05. 

Motion to circulate. 406. 

Code of Cj\il Procedure (Second Appeals) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 103-04. 

Congratulaticms by to Mr. V. J. Patel on his election as President 

of the Legislative Assembly. 10-11. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 369. 

Currency Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1815. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Aviation^ . 1120. 
Discussion m the point of order raised by the Honourable Sir Basil 
Blackett as to whether a motion which is an absolute negative or a 
practical negative such as a motion to leave only one rupee in a total 
grant cf Rs. 60,000 or so, is in order. 1913. 

Gold Standai’d and Reserve Bank of India Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 97. 

Hindu Child Mairiage Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 368. 

Indian Bt* CoundL (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion foi leave to introduce. 2963. 

Indian Divorce (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for le'ive to introduce. 2962-63. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2701. 

Indian Forest Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2888, 2889, 2891-93, 2896. 
Constitution of the Select Committee. 2897 
Indiin Limitalicn (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 57. 

Indian Limit (Ameiidiiient) Bill (Amendment of sections 20 and 
21 )- . 

Motion to consider. 319-20. 

Motion to omit clause 2, 324-25. 

Motion to pass. 325. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment cf Article 182 of 
Schedule 1)— 

Motion for Vave to introduce. 303-04. 

Motion to consider. 535, 536, 539. 

Consideietion of clauses. 540. 

Motion to pass. 542. 

Indian Limitation (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State* 
2964. 

Indian Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 57-68. 

Motion to ccnsider. 428. 

Motion to pass. 428. * 

Motion to circulate. 822-23, 825. 
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HUDDIMAN, The Honoubable Sir ALEXANDER— concZrf. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) Bill— 

Motion to circulate. 826-27. 

Insolvency (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 334. 

Motion to consider. 2961. 

Motion to pass. 2962 

Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 853. 

Motion for adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 22-24, 27, 3,^, 37, 38, 39 
Motion for adjournment re despatch of Indian troops to China. 51-52. 
53-54. 55 

Motion for cdjouinment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Inman Currency Bill. ^44, 606. 

Motion for aajouniment to call attention to the decision of the Govern- 
ment of India not to publish the Report of the Indian Deputation to 
Fiji. 400. 

Motion for adiournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the 
Bengal Nairpur Railway. 974, 975, 976, 977-78, 1025 2*> 

Motion tn reduce the Budget Demand foi 'Army Department’^ (General 
Policy and expenditure). 2222, 2229-30. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Executive Council’’ (Attitude 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue) 1916, 1917 
1928, 1930, 1944, 1965-72 
Oath of Cilice 1. 

Point of order raised by on Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar’s motion to 

omit th<* Budget Demand for "Railway Board’’, as to whether an 
amendment should be a purely negative one 1194, 1195, 1196, 1197 

Remarks by the re Order of the debate on Demands for Grants. 

1747, 1748 

Resolution rr — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tract. 558-62, 572, 573, 674, 577. 
Release of the Bengal detenus. 450-59, 472, 476, 477, 478, 484, 498, 601- 
506. 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2741-48, 2763, 2804, 2805, 2808, 
2811, 2«19, 2821-26. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract 581, 584, 586, 
641-48, 651, 652, 653, 654, 659, 663, 664, 671-73 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider 836-38, 839, 841-43. 

Motion to pass. 844. 

Statement by regarding the Currency Bill. 532-33 

Statement laid on the table by re names of detenus in jail under 

the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act 1060-1052 

Statement of Business by . 9-10, l7l-72, 441, 641, 970, 1392-93, 1578- 

79, 2063-54. 

Statement legarding Bengal detenus. 2462-63, 2464 

Volunteer Police Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 2966-66. ’ 

Motion to circulate. 2966. 
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MUHAMMADAN(8)- 
Question if — 

Appoin^>ment of examiners for the Subordinate Accounts Service 

examination 2171. 

Appointment of in the Education Dept, of the Delhi Province. 

2178-79, 2181. 

Education of of the Delhi Province. 2178, 2181. 

in the Imperial Forest Service. 350. 

in the Telegraph Dept. 1303-04. 

population of the Madras Presidency and Malab.ir and South 

Kanara and the number of seats allotted to in the Madras 

Legislative Council. 707. 

Number of Hindus, and Sikhs employed in the olhce of the Post- 

master General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle, and the 
Deputy Postmaster General, Railway Mail Service, Ambala. 964 

Number ci , Hindu and Sikh Inspectors of Post Offices and the 

Railway Mail Service in the Punjab. 965. 

Order ol the Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West Frontier 

Province, regarding the filling of all future vacancies by . 2334- 

35. 

Proportion cf District and Sessions Judges in B'^ngal and the 

Punjab. 350. 

Proportion of Gurkhas and other Hindus and Sikhs employed as 

soldiers and Viceroy’s comnoissioned officers in the Indian Army. 965. 

Proportion of in the subordinate Accounts, Customs, Posts and 

Telegrapn Departments in Burma. 350. 

Proportion of in the superior Postal and Customs Services. 349. 

Total strength of High Court and Chief Court Judges showing num- 
ber of . 281-82. 

MUHAMMADAN SCHOOLS— 

Question rc grants to in the Delhi Province. 2173-2181 

MUHAMMAD NAWAZ KHAN, Lieut. Sardar— 

Oath of Office. 4 
Question — 

Appointment cf military officers as High Court Judges?. 2592 

EmploymenL of officers of the Indian Army in Civil Depts 1485-86. 

Reduction of the grant to the Aitchison College. 2037 

MUKERJEE, Bvbu RAJ KUMAR- 

Question case of , Inspector, Railway Mail Service 720 

MUKERJEE, Rai Bahadur A. C.— 

Question r3 i eversion of of the Indian Educational Service in the 

L^^nited Provinces from the junior selection grade. 1825-26 


MUKHTAR SIlNGH, Mr.— 

General d scujsicn of the General Budget. 1628-31. 
Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideraticn of Schedule I. 2616^17. 

Consideration (f Part II of Schedule II. 2659-60, 266r. 
Consideration of Part I A of Schedule III. 2668 
Oath of Office. 3. 
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HUKHTAR SINGH, MB.^confd. 

Question n — 

Advertising of railway timings. 1479. 

Agiicultuicil implements. 2520, 2521. 

AiiCgations against the Agent of the Bengal Nagpur Railway in the 
Ba^uniati of the 18th February, 1927. 1649. 

Amount of money drawn in salaries by Indian, Anglo ind’an and other 
employ oes drawing more than Rs. 200 a month in iitate Railways. 
1036. 

Analysis of vegetable ghee. 791. 

Castor cake and cake dust sold yearly at the Manauri workshop on the 
East Indian Railway. 1480. 

Consti action ot a railway between Hapur, Mowana and Luxar. 2619- 
20 

iCon tracts for the sale of articles on railway platforms on the Bombay 
Baroda and Central India Railway. 2429-30. 

Contributions by the Imperial Governments to the Provincial Govern- 
ments lor the impiovement of Agriculture and Industries. 873. 

Customs duty on sugarcane boiling pans. 1036. 

Deficiency of phosphates in Indian soils. 973-74. 

Director of Contracts, Military Department. 1659. 

Discontinuance of the use of oil-cloth cushions in intermediate class com- 
partments on the East Indian and North-Western Railways. 1040 
41 

Discount allowed to Government on the purchase of agr'cultural imple- 
ments nMiiufactured by British firms. 2521. 

Disposal of castor cake and cake dust at Manauri station on the East 
Indian Railway. 1480. 

Economies effected in the purchase of military stores by the Director 
of Contracts. 1648. 

Effect of the use of vegetable ghee on the human system. 791. 

Exhibition given by Indians in Berlin under the direction of Mr. Hagen 
bf^ck 1648-49 

Expenditiiie on advertisements relating to railway timings. 1479. 

Expendituio on the planting and culture of trees on the different Rail- 
ways 14H0, 1481, 

linanciel lesidts of the introduction of first and second class return 
tickets on Railways. 1482-83. 

Foreign and Indian Cotton. 811. 

Grant of licences to vendors on railway platforms. 242 j’> 

Grants lo liOcal Governments. 886. 

Grazing lands near Railway lines. 1481. 

Imports of substitutes of ghee. 744-46. 

Income frorv Oie sale of trees on the different Railways 1480, 1481. 

Introduction of cotton pests into India. 810-11. 

Issue of instructions to the Punjab Government regarding the use of 
ploughs and agricultural implements manufactured by British firms. 
2520. 

Issue of iiiicnnediate and third class return tickets on Railways. 1481- 
82. 

Issue of tickets to third class passengers at Delhi radway station. 
2430. 
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3IUKHTAE SINGH, 

Question re — contd. 

Issue of tickets to third class passengers at Hapur station on the East 
Indian llailwa>. 2430-31. 

Lack of pioper arrangements for crossing the railway line at Hapur 
station on the East Indian Railway. 1039-40. 

Latrines in intermediate class compartments on the North-Western 
Railway. 040. 

Leaky latrines in intermediate class compartments. 949. 

Location of military supply depots. 1660. 

Names of iiiembers of the Advisory Committee of the North-Western 
and East Indian Railways. 1481. 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in the Police Force 
of the Noth-West Frontier Province and Delhi. •2777 78. 

Number of posts in State-managed railways on more than Rs. 200 a' 
month held by Indians, Anglo-Indians and others. 3035. 

Number of students at the Royal Military College at Dehra Dun. 2431. 
Open lag of sugar industrial schools, etc. 2776-77. 

Percenlage of Indians, Anglo Indians and other employees getting more 
than Rs. 20(* a month on State-managed Railways in the years 1924, 
1925 and i92C. 1036. 

Places on tbo different railways where castor cake or cake dust is 
available. 1480 

Planting, cuRurt and sale of trees on the different Railways. 1480, 
1481. 

Price of castor cake and cake dust. 1480. 

Procedure adopted for the purchase of military stores. 1660 
Prohibition of the Nagar Kirtans of the Ar\a Samaj 1479. 

Prohibition of the slaughter of cattle for the Burma meat trade. 
790. 

Proposed IJafiur, Mowana-Luxar Railway. 2520. 

Protection to the bolts and nuts industry. 949-50. 

Publicatiim the State Railways^ time tables in the vernacular. 1479, 
Publication of time tables for travellers unacquainted with English. 
1470. 

Purchase of stores by the Director of Contracts. 1650. 

Quantity and value of raw bones and bone meal exported from India. 
973. 

Rates at which different articles are supplied to Indian and European 
soldiers i nd offiicers. 1659. 

Recruitment of coolies on the different railways. 2430 
Recruitment of gardeners on the Govt. Railways. 1481. 

Repairs tn the booking office and waiting room at Delhi Sadar station. 
2789. 

Representuticn of the Legislative Assembly on the Indian Central 
Cotton Committee. 810, 

Rule regarding the transfer of railway employees from one province 
to another. 2449. 

Scholarship3 for the study of certain subjects in foreign countries.^ 
2777. 

Shed for third class passengers at Ghaziabad Junction. 2450. 

Supply I f vegetoble ghee to troops. 791 
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MtTKHT^ SINGH, Un.-aondd, 

Question re — concld. 

Transfer of railway employees from one railway system to another, 
2449. 

Transfer of railway employees from the United Provinces to Bengal. 
2449. 

Underground bridge for traffic at the railway crossing near Meerut 
City station. 1040. 

Week end concession tickets on the East Indian Bailway. 2431-32. 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Imperial Dairy Expert at Bangalore. 872 
Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Consideration ol* clause 2. 1085-1088. 

MUNICfPAL AFFAIRS— 

Question re establishment of a representative committee to manage 

in Pushkai, Ajmer-Merwara. 2418. 

MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT BOARD SCHOOLS- 

Question r** employment of Mussalmans as teachers in - — m the Delhi 
Province. 2178, 2181. 

MUNICIPAL BOA.RD SCHOOL(S)- 
Question re provincialisation of District and . 2786. 

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE— 

Question re nomination of members of the of Bcawar in Ajmer- 

Merwara 2513. 

MUNICIPALm (lESV- 

Question re appointment of a retired official to perform the dual duties 
of sub-registrar and a special magistrate of the ' of Peshawar. 2588. 

MURALIGAN.7- 

Question re construction of a branch line from Purnea to . 329. 

MURDER- 

Question re facts regarding the of Swami Sradhanand. 335. 

MXTRREE— 

Question re ilTlpro^ement of the road which links the civil and military 
stations in the Gallis with . 2182. 

MURTUZA Sahib Bahadtjf, Mattlvi SAYYID— 

Election of to the Public Accounts Committee. 103. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department’’ (low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordipato 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2067-69. 
Oath of office. 2. 

Question rc representation of Muslims in the Civil Services in Madras. 
2424. 

Question (Supplementary) re unqualified teachers in charge of Moplah 
children in the Andamans. 706, 
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MUSLIM(S)~ 

Question re — 

Adequate representation of in the oflSce of the Ac^jountant General, 

Posts and TeJegraphs. 2166, 2171 

Appointment of in the Co-operative Department of the Delhi 

Province 2176-77. 

Claims of tr appointments as medical officers of the State Rail- 

ways 1745-46. 

Employmexit* of in the office of the Controller of M ilitary Accounts, 

Peshrwar district. 2588-89. 

Expenditure rn education. 193-94. 

Inadequate representation of in the Head and Divisional offices 

of the North Western Railway. 2172. 

Increase of the percentage of in ministerial service in the offices 

of the Executive Officers and of the Military Engineering Service, 
North-West Piontier Province. 2591. 

clerks in the Audit Office of the Indian Stores Dept 2171. 

clerks in the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues 

2867. 

clerks in the office of the Auditor General. 2867. 

clerks in the Office of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs 

2868. 

clerks in the office of the Divisional Audit Officer, North-Western 

Railvtay, Delhi. 170. 

clerks in the Railway Board Office 2172. 

»n the Audit Office, North-Western Railway, Delhi Division. 2171. 

ill the Military Accounts Department 2868-69. 

in ^he o^’‘oe of the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

2165. 2171. 

in the s^nbordinate Accounts Service. 2165-2171. 

officers in the Indian Stores Dept. 2170. 

officers in the Meteorological Dept 2172. 

representation in the offices of the Controller of Printing, 

Stationery and Stamps and Deputy Controller, Central Printing 
Office. 2169-70 

Nominations to the Indian Civil Service of from Rengal. 1477. 

Non-apo ointment of as Excavation Assistants in the Archseological 

Dept. 2166-67. 

Number of and non employed in the Police Force of the North- 

West Frrutier Province and Delhi. 2777-78. 

Number -jf and non in the clerical service m the Govt, of 

India Pi css. • Aligarh. 2170-71. 

Number of appointed in the office of the Auditor General and 

suboidinate offices thereto. 2168, 2171. 

Numbe* of - — clerks and accountants in the Office “if the Accountant 
General, Railways. 2868 

Number of jailors in the North-West Frontier Province. 974 

Office hours of in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, 

Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi, during the Ramvan 2843-44. 

Paucity of in the Dept, of the. Director General, Posts and Tele- 

graphs. 2868. 

Proportion of in the clerical establishment of the office of the- 

Commissioner, Northern India Salt Revenue. 2168-69 
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MUSLIM(S)~-con<^. 

Question re--contd. 

Representation of in the Civil Services m Madras. 2424. 

Represent iti on of in the Education Dept, of the Delhi Province. 

2181 

Representaticn of in the Govt, of India Press, Delhi. 2170. 

Representation of in the offices of the Noith Western Railway.* 

737. ‘ 

Representation cf in the Post and Telegraph Accounts Dept, and 

in the Subordinate Accounts Service. 2165, 2171. 

Small nniiiber **£ employed in the Traffic and Octroi Departments 

in the North West Frontier section of the North-Western Railway. 
2589. 

MUSLIM GRAVE V^ARD— 

’ Question rc outside Dabgari Gate in the Peshawai Cantonment. 

2587-88. 

MUSLIM OUTLOOK’- 

Question — 

Article in rhe — regarding the formation of a White J.eague in New 
Zealand. 2513, 2594, 2845. 

Article in the regarding the pitiable condition of Mr. Salaman, 

a nativj of Amritsar, now resident in Auckland, New Zealand. 2594, 
2845. 

MUSLIM TEA C HER S— 

Question rc laucity of in the Delhi Province. 2180, 2181. 

MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH-- 
Question ) e — 

Audit of the annual accounts and balance sheet of the . 968-69. 

Opening ')f a telegraph training class at the . 130}. 

Revision of the constitution of the . 968 

Visiting Boa id of the . 969. 

MUSSALMAN'S^-- 
Question re — 

Appointment of a — - as a Judge of the Patna High Court. 2424-25. 

Election of to the Court of Management of the Delhi University. 

1478. • 

Employment of as teachers in Municipal and District Board 

Schools in the Delhi Province. 2178, 2181. 

Emplovnjcnt of in the office of the Accountant General, Central 

Revenues. 2425-26. 

Emplojinent of in the office of the Chief Commissioner of Delhi. 

167-68 

Employi lent of on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Rail- 

way. 168. 

and other officers in State Railways. 295. 

as oxaniiner for Accounts examination. 383. 

elected by special or mixed electorates. 220*22. 
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MUSSALMAN(S)~confdf. 

Question re—contd. 

otf'cers employed in the office of fhe Finance Dept, of the Govt of 

India. 1C37. 

ollicers employed in the office of the Railway Moard at Delhi. 

1036. 

representative of the Delhi Province in the Legislative Assembly. 

1305. 

Numbei of employed as Superintendents of Post Offices. 1037. 

Number of in the Delhi Educational Administration. 2177, 213L 

Number of employed in the Government of Indix Press, Delhi. 

2426 

Percentage of clerks in the office of the Audit Officer, Indian Stores 

Department. 2426. 

Proportion of in Divisional Superintendent’s Office and Divisional 

Audit Offiice, North-Western Railway. 383-84. 

Proportion of in the Chief Auditor’s Office, East Indian Railway 

and Eastern Bengal Railway 383. 

MUSSOORIE- 

Question rc survey of India Buildings at . 2041 

MUZAFFARPITR-STTAMAEHI RAILWAY- 
Sce under ^^Railway(s)”. 


N 


NABHA STATE- 

Question r( proscription b> the Punjab Government of a book relating to 

the . 161, 

NAGAR KIRTANS- 

Question re prohibition of the of the Arya Samaj 1479 

NAIDU, Mr. B P~ 

Oath of Office. 2 

Question re — 

Construction of the Cumbum Kalahasti and Oollapalem-Singarayakonda 
Kanigiri Railways. 2760. 

Deputy Transportation Superintendent (Traction), Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 950-51 

Grant of house rent allowances to postal employees in the Madras 
Presidency. 2516-17. 

Grant of out-station allowance to employees of the Railway Mail Ser- 
vice. 2519. 

Guntur-Gurzala-Macherla Railway. 2760 

Increments of postal clerks and postmen. 2518. 

Judgment of the Allahabad High Court regarding the obligation on 
railways to lock wagons while oacrying goods. 952. 

Loss on the working of strategic Railways. 27S0. 

Loss on the working of the Assam Bengal Railway. 2759-60. 

Pay of postal clerks in the Madras Circle, etc. 2518. 
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3JAIDU, Mb. B. ^.-^contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Pay, pension, leave, etc., oi^ lower grade postal staff. 2518. 

Percentage of leave reserves provided for postal clerks and for postmen 
and lower grade staff. 2617-18. 

Prevention of burglaries at stations on the South Indian and Madras 
and Southern Mahratta Railways. 950. 

Training of Indians abroad in railway practice and management. 951. , 
Use of steel in the construction of stations on the Shoranur-Nilambur 
section of the South Indian Railway. 951-52. 

:nair, Mr. GOVINDAN— 

Question re case of , a postal official in the Nilgiri Division. 724-25. 

NARAYANGANJ— 

Question re — 

Allegations against Babu Kasiswar Lala, Sub-record clerk of the Rail- 
way Mail Service at . 743-44. 

Appointment of Babu Kasiswar Lala as sub-record clerk of the Rail- 
way Mail Service at . 743. 

NASIR-TJD-DIN AHMAD, Khan Bahadur— 

Oath of Office. 5. 

NATIQUE, Maulvi A. H.— 

Election of to the Public Accounts Committee 103 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part I of Schedule II. 2630. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2657. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Ejcecutive Council” (Attitude 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 1952, 1953. 
Oath of Office. 4. 

Resolution te amalgamation of the Oriya speaking tracts. 550, 653. 
NATURALISATION— 

Question re of Indians in the United States of America. 509. 

NAUTICAL SCHOOLS— 

Question re opening of primary in India 1191-92. 

NAUTICAL TRAINING— 

Question le grant of State scholarships to Indians for in England. 

1191. 

NAVAL BASE— 

Question re recruitment of Indian labourers for the at Singapore. 

2039. 


NAVAL TRAINING INSTITUTION(S)- 
Question re in India. 194. 
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NAVY- 

Question re — 

OreatioBT of an Indian . 2176. 

Expenditure on the Boyal Indian . 1906. 

Relation of the proposed Indian to the British Navy. 1827. 

Training of Indian boys for the Royal Indian . 787-88. 

NAWAZ KHAN, Nawab Ahmbd— 

Question re sale of certain Government land to of Dehra Ismail 

Khan. 1828. 

NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under ‘'Bill(s)’’— 

NEHRU, Pandit MOTILAL- 
Bengal detenus. 2463. 

Budget Demand for ‘*Army Department’\ 2297-2301. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of section 116) — 
Motion to consider. 422-23. 

Congratulations by to Mr. V. J. Patel on his election as President 

of the Legislative Assembly. 12-13. 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 2133-36, 2140. 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2556 
Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2922-27, 2942. ^ 

Motion for Adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 18-22, 38. * 

Motion for Adjournment re despatch of Indian troops to China. 52. 
Motion for Adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. 977, 1014 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Railway Board'’. (Apyc.ot- 
inent of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid indiani- 
uit'f»n the Railway Services) 1207 17, 1219, 1922, 122‘J, 1224, 1244, 
1246 

Oath of office 3. 

Question re release of political detenus. 612. 

Question (Supplementary) re lelease of political detenus. 1817-18 
Resolution 7e — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya speaking tracts. 576 
Release of the Bengal detenus 446, 447-50, 452, 453, 464, 467, 506. 
Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee 124-25. 

Motion to consider. 893, 896, 907 911. 

NEOGY, Mr. K. C.— 

Appointment of as a member of the Committee on Pubilc Petitions. 

1679. 

Appointment of to the Panel of Chairmen inre Mr. S. Srinivasa 

Iyengar, resigned. 532. 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration of the sine die, 2967-68. 
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NEOGY, Mr. K. C.--contd, 

Election of to the Public Accounts Committee. 103, 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 1927-28, 2679. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1179-83, 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2606-08, 2624 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 2943- 
47. 

Indian Merchandise Marks (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Inland Steam-Vessels (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. 1030-33. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for '^Customs'' (Export duty on 
jute). 1993-95, 1998. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Indian 1?ostal and Telegraph 
Department’' (Division of portfolios and non appointment of a Mem- 
ber for Communications). 2083-84, 2089, 2090 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department” (Telegraph censorship). 2094-95, 2096. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Form 
of Budget and Statistics), 1282-83 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Policy 
followed in respect of the purchase of stores). 1266-67. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Poi^ers 
and formation of Advisory Committees). 1349-51. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Separation 
of Railway from General Finance). 1274-75. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Streng- 
thening the representative control by all interests concerned over 
Indian Railways) 1253. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses : Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Arrangements for the Hardwar Kurabh-Mela) 
1415. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re — 

Additional staff for reorganisation work in the office of the Accountant 
General, Central Revenues. 2782-83. 

Appointment of an Indian as Consulting Engineer to the Government 
of India in England. 952-53 

Apportionment of the shares of the Post Office Department, the Tele- 
graph Department and the Civil Department of the revenue derived 
from the sale of postage stamps. 1832-33. 

Censorship of telegrams to Members of the Legislature regarding the 
recent situation at Kharagpur. 1577. 

Consulting Engineer to the Government of India in England. 952. 

Cost of managing the Post Office Savings Bank. 1833-34. 

Credit given to the Post Office for the cost of work done in oonnection 
with Government securities. 1836. 
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NEOGY, Mb. K. C.-condd. 

Question re — contd. 

Credit given to th^ Post Office undei* — 

(1) share of marine subsidies and, 

(2) free services rendered to Indian States. 1834. 

Decrease in the amount of telegraph work done by combined offices. 
1834. 

Defects in the working of the Indian Workmen’s Compensation Act. 
519. 

Expiry of the contract with Messrs. Rendel Palmer and Tritton. 952. 
Improvement of the present condition of the Coal industry. 2781-82. 
Number of post offices maintained for political or military jpurposes. 
1836. 

Pensionary charges for the Post Office Department and the Telegraph 
Department. 1831-32. 

Recruitment of clerks in the office of the Accountant General, Central 
Revenues. 2783-84. 

Riot in the district of Backergunj in Bengal. 1656-57. 

Question (Supplementary) 'te — 

Allegations against the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 2862. 
Appointment of a Mussulman as a Judge of the Patna High Court. 
2424, 2426. 

Appointment of an Indian as Consulting Engineer to the Government 
of India in England. 952-63. 

Collision at Bhadrak on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 2789. 

Memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra, a political detenu. 2857-58. 

Transfer of locomotives from the North-Western Railway to other 
State-worked railways. 2912-13. 

Resolution ie salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2800-03, 2825. 

NERBADDA- 

Question re reconstruction of the bridges over the on the Great 

Indian Peninsula Railway the Bengal Nagpur Railway in the 
district of Jubbulpore, etc. ' 

NEW CAPITAL AT DELHI- 

Budget Demand for ** ”. 2328. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION (RAILWAYS)— 

Budget Demand for 1451. 

NEW DELHI- 
Question re — 

Accommodation of the Army Headquarters offices in . 2161-62. 

Appointment of Chaukidars for Indian clerks’ quarters in . 2460. 

Assessment of rent for officers’ bungalows and clerks’ Quarters in — 
2865. 

Better police supervision for . 384, 398. 

Caretakers for the Secretariat Buildings and the Council House in 

. 2763-66. 

Crime in . 529. 

Dangerous condition of the Assembly Chamber, 


2679. 
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NEW DELHI-confd. 

Question re — contd. 

Electric bulbs in quarters and bungalows in . 621. 

Expenditure on and the new Secretariat. 164^. 

Expenditure on the demolition and reconstruction of the domes of the 

Northern Block in the Secretariat, . 2427-28. 

Government House, . 2337-38. 

Grant of facilities for the erection of a Roman Catholic Church in . 

1742. 

Grant of land in for building an Anglican Church, Mosques or 

Temples. 357, 358. 

Il|^s incurred on the Western Hostel, . 2774. 

Monthly cost of lighting the Secretariat and Council House Buildings 
in . 2513-14. 

Opening of by His Majesty the King Emperor. 204. 

» Rents for quarters and bungalows in . 520-21. 

Retention of honeycomb brick work for bathrooms of type Indian 
clerks' quarters in . 2459. 

Retention of the services of Mr. C. Corrigan in the Public Works 
Department, . 2428. 

Running of the Western Hostel, , as a hotel 2774. 

Sales of land in . 1516. 

Staff employed on a salary of Rs. 300 and above in connection *with the 

construction of 1903. 

Theft and burglary in , 349. 

Thefts in . 2766-67. 

Total expenditure on Government buildings in . 789-90. 

Tramway between the city of Delhi and . 519. 

Transfer of the Imperial Record Department from Calcutta to . 

1389. 

Visitors' rooms in the Coimcil House, , and the Assembly Chamber, 

Simla. 2331-33. 

Water rates in orthodox and unorthodox quarters in . 2458-59. 

NEW SECRETARIAT— 

Question re expenditure on New Delhi and the . 164-65. 

NEW ZEALAND— 

Question re — 

Article in the Muslim Outlook regaTding the formation of a White 
League in . 2523-24, 2845. 

Article in the Muslim Outlook regarding the pitiable condition of Mr. 

Salaman, a native of Amritsar, now resident in Auckland, . ‘ 2846. 

Articles in the Muslim Outlook regarding the pitiable plight of Mr. 
Salaman, a native of Amritsar, now resident in Auckland, . 2594. 

NEWS AGENCY(IES)- 

Question re Government subsidy to Reuters and other . 202-03. 


NIDADUOL-NARSAPUR AND GUDWADA-BHIMAVARAM RAILWAY 
LINES- 

Question re completion of the . 963-64. 
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NILGIRI DIVISION- 

Question re — 

Allegations against Mr. Qovindan Nair, officiating Head Clerk in the 
. 1732-00, 1733, 1734. 

Allegations against the Superintendent of Post Offices, , in connec- 

tion with the inspection of the Sub-Post Office, Coonoor. 725-26. 

Amount of travelling allowance drawn for his tours by the Superin- 
tendent of Post Offices, . 723. 

Case of Mr. Govindan Nair, a postal official in the . 724-25. 

Case of Mr. V. R. Rangas wanner, clerk in the Tirupur Post Office in 
the . 1731. 

Inspections of branch post offices by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. Smith, 
Superintendent of Post Offices, . 726. 

Inspection of the Cherambadi post office by the Superintendent of Post 
Offices, . 1729-3a 

Number of clerks and leave reserve clerks whose services were dis- 
pensed with by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. Smith, Superintendent of Post 
Offices, . 727. 

Postal administration in the . 725. 

Punishments inflicted on his subordinates by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. 
Smith, Superintendent of Post Offices, r. 727. 

Refund of ai sum of money recovered from Mr. K. V. Ramiah, a postal 
clerk in the . 2847-48. 

Retention of leave reserve clerks in his office by the Superintendent 
of ‘Post Offices, . 727-28. 

Stoppage of the increments of three postal officials in the . 1730. 

Transfer of Inspectors, postmasters, clerks and leave reserve clerks 
from the . 723-24. 

Visits to Post Offices by ch3 Superintendent of Post Offices, . 722- 

23. 


NILGIRI POSTAL DIVISION-- 

Question le allegations against Mr. Govindan Nair, acting Head Clerk 
of the . 2848. 


NILGIRIS- 

Question le postal administration in the . 281. 

NON-CO-OPERATOR(S)— 

Question re grant of gun licences to . 1576. 


NON-MUHAMMADAN SEATS— 

Question re insufficiency of for the Purnea District. 330. 

NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS- 

Question re opening of a Government stationery office in the Council 
House for the sale of Government publica/tions to . 812-13. 


NORTH ARCOT- 


Question re experimental post office in the village of Bhattuvaripalli* in 
the district of 744. 


P 2 
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NORTH BOMBAY ISLAND- 

Question re increase of postmen in Post OflSices in the . 953-64. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER— 

Question re stoppage of the recruitment of Hindus in the postal service 

of the Punjab and Circles. 2781. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— 

Budget Dema/nd for 2323. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ”, 639. 

Question re — 

Appointment of an additional Judicial Commissioner in the — , 

I 1309. 

Appointment of Provincial Sei'vice men to the ‘Political Department 
in the . 363-354. 

Conferment of honorary powers on private individuals in the — 4., 
2403-04. 

Creation of separate District and Sessions Courts for the various 
districts of the . 2400. 

Creation of small colonies of cultivators in forest areas in the . 

2042-43. 

Exile of Maulanas Muhammad Ishaq and Mohammad Irfan from 
the . 2163-64, 2172-73 

Expansion of education in the . 1313-14. 

Extension of the Reforms to the — 881-82, 1909. 

Grant of mineral rights to a South African Firm in th^^^ 1498. 

Inclusion of Persian as a compulsory subject in tffJTlourtn jJrimary 
class in the . 1828. 

Increase of the percentage of Muslims in ministerial service in the 
offices of the Executive Officers and* of the Military Engineering 
Service, . 2591. 

Number of Muslim Jailors in the . 974, 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in the Police Force 
of the and Delhi. 2777-78. 

Number of posts on the cadre of the Indian Educational Service in 
the , etc. 1314-15. 

Opening of a Zamindars’ Bank on the Co-operative Society system 
in the Hazara District of the . 1309-10. 

Opening of new Post and Telegraph Offices in the . 1310-12. 

Order of the Postmaster General, Punjab and — — regarding the filling 
of all future vacancies by Muhammadans. 2334-35. 

Proportion of communal representation in iGovernment service in the* 
. 2593. 

Recruitment to the Police Department in the . 1312. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE SECURITY REQULATION, 

1922— 

Question re preventive order under the against Milap Singh^ news* 

paper vendor of (Peshawar City. 1193. 


NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY- 
See upder **Railway(8)^^ 
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OATH OF OFFICE- 

Abdoola Haroon, Haji. 3 

Abdul Aziz, Khan Baliadur Mian. 5. 

Abdul Haye, Mr. 4. 

Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi, Mr. 9 , 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 4 
Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 15. 

Abdullah Haji Kasim, Khan Bahadur Haji. 2. 

Acharya, Mr, M. K. 4. 

Ahmed, Mr. E. 3. 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 327. 

Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince, A. M. M. 5. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 6. 

Aney, Mr. M. S. 15. 

Anwar ul-Azim, Mr. 3. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C. 1249. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Nawabzada Sayid. 5. 
Ayangar, Mr. V. K. A. Aravamudha. 6. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangaswamy. 2. 

Ayya/ngar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 2. 

Ayyangar, Rao Bahadur N. A. Gopalaswamy. 429. 
Badi>uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 4. 

Belvi, Mr. D. V. 2. 

Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 4. 

Bhore, The Honourable Mr. J. W. 2. 

Bhuto, Mr. W. W. Illahibaksh. 3 
Birla, Mr. Ghanshyam Das. 3. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 1. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 1301. 

Ghaman Lall, Mr. 183. 

Ohetty, Mr. lU K. Shanmukham. 2. 

Ohunder, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. 3. 

Clow, Mr. A. G. 5. 

Coatman, Mr. J. 5. 

Cocke, Mr. H. Q. 51. 

Crawford, Colonel J. D. 3. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 1729. 

Dais, Mr. B. 4. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 4. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 5. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 5. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 3. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 4. 

E’ja/z Rasul Khan, Raja Muhammad. 5. 

Evans, Mr. F. B. 5. 

Gavin- Jones, Mr. T. 4. 

Gazanfar Ali Khan, Baja. 4. 

Ghulam Kadir Khan Dakhan, Mr. W. M. P. 3. 
Qhuznavi, Mr. A. H. 701. 

Gidney, Lieutenant Colonel H. A. J. • 51. 

Qoswami, Mr. T. C. 3. 

Oour, Sir Hari Singh. 327. 
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OATH OF OFFICE— 

Ghrahsm, Mr. L. 5. ^ 

Greenfield, Mr. .H. C. 6. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 4. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 5. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 2 . 

Hayman, Mr. A. M. 1035. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 6. 

Bindley, Sir Clement Daniel Maggs. 1123. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 6. 

Hussain Shah, Sayyed. 4. 

Hyder, Dr. L. K. 327. 

Innes, The Honourable Sir Charles. 1. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 3. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswatni. 2. 

I^^engar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 2. 

Jamnadas, Seth. 4. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 2. 

Jinnah, Mr. M. A. 2. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 2. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 61. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 5. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Risaldar-Major and Honorary Captain. Ilk 
Kartar Singh, Sardar. 4. 

Keane, Mr. M. 6. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 2. 

Khing Maung, U. 1123. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 4. 

Kikabhai Premchand, Mr. 183. 

Kunznx, Pandit Hirday Nath. ?. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhircndra Kanta. 3. 

Lajpat Rai, 'Lalai. 4. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 4. 

Lindsay, Sir Darcy. 509. 

Littlehailes, Mr. R. 5. 

Macphail, The Reverend Dr, E. M. 2. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 3. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 2. 

Mitra, Pandit Dwarka Prasad. 4. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath. 2. 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhuri. 3. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 18. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 3. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir Alexander. 1. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieutenant Sardar. 4. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 3. 

Murtaza, Sahib Bahadur, Maulvl Sayyid. 2 , 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 2. 

Nasir'Ud'din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 5. 

Natique, Maulvi A. H. 4. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 3. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. S. 

Paddison, Sir George Frederick. 509. 
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OATH OF OFFlCE^concld. 

Pandya, Mr. Vidya Sagar. 2, 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 5. 

Patel, Mr. V. J, 2. 

Phookan, Mr. Tarun Batn. 183. 

Prakasam, Mr. T. 2. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 3. 

Bahimtulla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 2. 

Bajah, Bao Bahaditr «M. C. 6. 

Bajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur Makhdum Sy^d. 4. 

Bananjaya Singh, Kumar. 3. 

Bang Behari Lai, Lala. 4. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 4. 

Bao, Mr. lO. Sarvotham. 2. 

Bau, Mr. H. Shankar. 1473. 

Roy, Mr. Bhabendra Chandra. 3. 

Roy, Mr. K. C. 5. 

Roy, Bai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan. 146. 

Roy, Sir Ganen. 5, 1473. 

Buthnaswamy, Mr. M. 1. 

Sarda', Rai Sahib Harbilas. 5. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan Bahadur. 1191. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 3. 

Sastri, The Ri^ht Honourable V. S. Srinivasa. 1036. 

Shafee, Maulvi Muhammad. 4. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 4. 

Shervani, Mr. T. A. K. 3. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 4 
Singh, Mr. Naryan Prasad. 4. 

Singh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 4. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 5. 

Singh, Raja Raghunandan Prasad. 1191. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 4. 

Sinha, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 4. 

Sinha, Mr. Siddheswar. 4. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 9. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F, 3. 

Tirloki Nath, Lala. 16. 

Tok Kyi, U. 701. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 6. 

Vishindas, Mr. Harchandrai. 183. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 6. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 3. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 6. 

Yusuf Imam, Mr. 18. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir. 1035. 

Question re taking of the by Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, 

ML.A. 614. 

OCTROI DEPARTMteNT(S)- 

Question re small number of Muslims employed in the Traffic and •— 
in the North-West Frontier section of the North-Western Railway. 
9589. 
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OOTBOI DUTY- 

Question re exemption of grain from — - in Baroda Cantonment. 2443- 
44. 

OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT - 

Question re annual expenditure on Cantonment Fund in third class 

can tonments. 2872-73. 

OFFICE HOUR(S)- 
Question re— 

of Muslims in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts 

and Telegraphs, Delhi, during the Ramzan, 2843<44. 

— of the clerical staff of the East Indian Railway stationed al 
Jamalpur. 716. 

OFFICER(S) - 
Question ^e— 

Correct official designation of in the Indian Army. 2791-92. 

Scheme for training of and subordinates on Indian Railways. 

294. 

OIL(S)- 

Question re excess of mineral disclosed as a result of verification 

by the Audit Department of the East Indian Railway in 1924. 956- 
59. 


OIL-CLOTH CUSHIONS- 

Question re discontinuance of the use of in intermediate class com- 

partments on the East Indian and North-Western Railways. 1040- 
41. 

OOELAPALEM-SINGARAYAKANDA KAMQIRI RAILWAY— 

See under *‘Railway(8)'\ 

OOTACAMUND- 
Question re- 
collection by Mr. F. W. DeCruz, officiating Postmaster, , of pub- 

lic donations for “The New Post Office Building House Warming 
Function''. 728-29. 

Transfer of the Office of the Senior Inspector of Railways from Madras 
to . 1390. 

OPEN LINE WORKS- 

Biidget Demand for “ " (Railways). 1451. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ " ^Railways). 

2834. 

OPIUM- 

Budget Demand for “ ". 2314. 

Question re— 

Abuse of , 941-42. 

Consumntion of in India. 436. 
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()RDINANCE(S)- 

QuestioA re the Defence Force in Kenya. 1824. 

()RIYA&- 

Question re number of — appointed to the Local Advisory Committees 
on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1576-77. 

ORIYA-SPEAKING TRACTS- 

Question re amalgamation of the . 355, 1905-06. 

Resolution re amalgamation of the . 546-77. 

OTHER SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENTS- 
Budget Demand for 2319. 

OUDH AND ROHILKHAND RAILWAY- 
See under ‘*Railway(s)”. 

OUT-STATION ALLOWANCE - 

Question re grant of to employees of the Railway Mail Service. 

2519 

«r 

OVERCROWDING OF TRAINS— 

Question re— 

Accidents owing to on the Bengal and North-Westorn Railway. 

334. 

on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 333 

OVERLAND-EXPRESS- 
Question re — 

between Bombay and Calcutta. 2454-55 

OVERSEAS PAY- 

Question re of Indian Medical Service Officers. 2792 

OVERSEER(S)- 
Question re — 

Travelling allowance of in the postal service. 1822. 

Uniforms of postmen, and reader postmen. 1819-20. 

OVERTIME ALLOWANCE(S)- 
Question re— 

Grant of for work in connection with the disposal of the inward 

foreign parcel mail in the Calcutta General Post Office. 2408. 

Grant of to Mr. R. H. Legge for work in connection with the 

disposal of the inward foreign ‘letter mail. 2413. 


OXEN- 

Question re export of cows, and Brahmini bulls. 1831. 
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PADDISON, Sir George— 

Currency Bill— 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2544-4S. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2933-34, 2935. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Railway Board^’ (Orievancea 
of subordinate railway employees). 1319-21, 1334. 

Oath of Office. 509. 

PAIRERS OF THE PAIRING SECTION— 

Question re distinction bet\veen Checkers of the Inland Section and . 

1049-1050. 

PALANQUINS- 

Question rr adrnission of doolies and to the platforms at Delhi rail- 

way station. 168-69. 

PANAMA IMMIGRATION LAW— 

Question re . 1035. 

PANDYA, Mr. VIDYA SAGAR— 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2 2339-4S, 2354 

Consideration of clause 4 1836, 2113, 2114. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee 17. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 97-100. 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 316-17. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses; Admi- 
nistration“ (Rail\vays) (Supervision and the charges claimed under that 
head). 1407. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Opening of a Government stationery office in the Council House for the 
sale of Government publications to non-official Members. 812-13. 
Steamers chartered for the despatch of troops to China. 2108. 
Resolution re improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 688-90. 

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN- 

Appointment of Mr. K. C. Neogy to the vice Mr. S. Srinivasa 

Iyengar resigned. 532. 

Nominations to the . ri. 

PANIPAT- 

Question r^ case of Mr. Mohamad Usman, late an Inspector of Works 
at , East Indian Railway. 2871-72. 

PASSAGES- 

Question re extension of the Kohat-Thal Railway to Ih the Kurrum 

Valley. 2182. 
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PABASUBAMIAH, Mr. K. A.- 

Question re transfer of , Sub-Postmaster, Coimbatore Bazaar. 1731- 

32. 


PARBATIPUR— 

QuestiesL re sanction of street lights for the European colony of „ 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 1506-07. 

PARCEL BAGS— 

Question re increase in losses of and insured articles during the^ 

regime of Mr. C, D. Rae, Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta. 2408-09. 

PARCEL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re employment of leave reserves in the Registration and 

of the Calcutta General Post Office 2409. 

PARLIAMENT STREET— 

Question re tonga stand in near the entrance to the Assembly. 

2161. 

PARSONS, Mr. A. A. L — 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Appropriation from the Reserve Fund (Railways). 2834. 
“Audit”. (Railways). 2827, 2828, 2830, 2832-33. 

“Companies and Indian States’ share of Surplus Profits and Net Earn- 
ings ” (Railways). 2833. 

“Open Line Works.” (Railways.) 2834 
“Strategic Lines.” (Railways.) 2834. 

General Discussion of the Railw\ay Budget. 1145. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand fdr “ Railway Board 

(Appointment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid 
Indianisation of the Railway Services). 1211, 1229, 1236 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board. ” 

(Form of Budget and Statistics). 1282. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board. ” 

(General control and supervision Indianisation, regulation of capital 
expenditure, etc,). 1370. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Railway Board 

(Quinquennial review of Capital Programme). 1258, 1259-61. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Separa- 
tion of Railway from General Finance). 1279-80 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways) (Arraneements for the Hardw’ar Kumbh Mela)^ 
1415. 

Oath of Office 5. 

PASSAGES— 

Question re grant of to England by transport to officers of tUf 

Indian Medicafl Service of Asiatic domicile. 2910. 

PASSAGE CONCESSIONS- 

Question re refusal of the Lee Commission to officers of the Indiani 

Medical Service of Asiatic domicile. 2909-10. 



INDEX TO l^EGISIATXVB ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 

PASSAGE FACILITIES- 

Question re grant of to the Indian members of the Indian Medical 

Service proceeding to the United Kingdom on study leave 2791 

PASSENGERS- 
Question re— 

Grant of concessions to purchasing second class return tickets on 

the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 810. 

Grievances of on the Bunkura Damodar River Railway. 721-22. 

Grievances of to Baidyanatha Dhahi. 516. 

TJumber of of the different classes carried on the principal Rail- 

way? during the first eight months of 1926-27. 1498. 

Through first and second class bogie between Ajmer a; d .Tcdhpur for 
convenience of . 301 

PASSENGERS AND TRAFFIC RELIEF ASSOCIATION, BOMBAY- 

Question re representation of the on the Advisory Committees of 

^lie Great Indian Peninsula and Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railways 2455. 

PASSENGER FARES- 
Question re — 

Government action against rise in P. & O. . 203. 

Reduction of on railways. 438-40. 

Reduction of on State Railways. 205-08. 

PASSENGER RATES— 

Question re mail and by air liner. 342. 

PASSENGER TRAFFIC— 

Question re decline in on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 

and other railways. 1042-43. 

PASSENGER TRAINS- 

Question re prohibition of Indian guards and drivers from running — . 
294. 


PASSPORT- 
Question ir— 

Refusal to grant a to Sardar Milap Singh, a newspaper agent of 

Peshawar city to proceed to Chitral. 1735 
to Swamy Satya Deva to visit Europe. 220. 

PASSPORT RULES- 
Questioa re . 1743. 

PATEL, Mr. V. J.- 

Congratulations to - — on his election as President of the Legislative 
Assembly. 10-13. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy approving of the election by 

the Legislative Assembly of as President of the said Assembly. 

10 . 

Gath of Office. 2. 
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PATNA- 

Question te— 

Appointiuent of a Mussalnian as a Judge of the High Court, 

24*24-25. 

Construction of a lailway fiom to Ranchi. 1734. 

Opening ot a Dead Lettei Oftice at 1577. 

Running of certain tiains between and Bhagalpur 1491. 

PATNA HIGH COURT- 

under “High Court(s)’\ 

PATUAKHALI--- 

Question u hat^agiah at 335 

PATTI- 

Question /c const! uction oi a lailway liom Batala via Butari and to 

Lahoi e. 525. 

PATTOKI- 

Question h giant of a ceitihcate to Di Ram Kishan, piivate medical 

piactitioner of for services rendered by him to injured passengers 

duung the collision at Harpa. 802 

PAY- 

Question tt — 

Counting by postmen of acting or temporary service towards ^ 

pension, etc. 18*20 

Counting of service for inciements in the time-scalc of of assistants 

and clerks in the Goveinment of India Secretariat. 2864-65. 

Delay in the payment of arrears of - — to the oflSicials of the Dead 
Letter Office, Bengal. 2414. 

Giant of house lent allowance and Secretariat rates of to tho 

ministerial establishments at Aimy Headquarters. 2515. ' 

Grant to postal signallers in the Telegraph Department of the benefit 
of counting their service in the Postal Department for purposes 
of regulation of their 962-63. 

Inadequacy of scales of of Madras postal clerks and postinen« 

290-91. 

Inadequate of the lowest staff on the Bengal Nagpur and South 

Indian Railways. 385-86. 

Introduction of a time scale of in the Anglo-Vernacular and Higdit 

Schools in Ajmer-Merwara. 2418-19. 

Minimum and maximum of postal peons in the different Provinces 

2105-06. 

Minimum and maximum of rural postal peons in the different 

Provinces. 2105-06. 

Minimum of postal clerks in Madras. 297. 

Minimum of telegraph peons. 1124. 

and prospects of the clerks in the Imperial Record Departmeili, 

1389-90. 

Overseas of Indian Medical Service Officers. 2792, 

of the clerical staff' in the different circles under the Fokimaat^ 

General, Puniab. 522-23. 
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PAY— 

Question re — contd. 

of the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner of Ineome'taZi 

Bombay. 1511. 

of Indian drivers on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1645. 

of Personal Assistant to a Postmaster-General promoted to the 

rank of a Deputy Postmaster-Geneial. 1739. 

of postal clerks in the Madras Circle, etc. 2518 

of postmen appointed as clerks. 1819. 

of reference clerks. 1049-50. 

of the staff of the Government of India Secretariat. 2865. 

of the staff of the office of the Accountant General, Central 

Revenues. 740-41. 

of the subordinate staff of the office of the Director-General, Posts 

and Telegraphs. 1044-47. 

of Superintendents of Post Offices. 1739. 

, pension, leave, etc., of lower grade postal staff. 2518. 

Principle followed in fixing the of permanent incumbents when a 

revision of time-scale is sanctioned. 953. 

Reduction of the of cash overseers in the postal service 1821. 

Representations to the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs regard- 
ing the of subordinates. 345-346 

Revised scale of of the subordinate accounts service, Civil and 

Postal and Telegraph Audit offices under the Auditor General. 2843. 

Revision of of lower division clerks employed under the Accountant 

General, Posts and Telegraphs. 2866 

Revision of the of the ministerial staff in attached offices of the 

Government of India. 1745. 

Revision of the of the second division men in the Imperial Record 

Department. 1389. 

Scale of and allowances of the staff of the East Indian Railway 

transferred to the North-Western Railway 736. 

Scale of of the ministerial establishment of the Government of 

India Secretariat and attadhed offices. 1388. 

Scales of of Sorters of the Railway Mail Service. 886 

Time scale of for teachers of Anglo- Vernacular Schools in Ajmer 

Merwara. 2103 

Time scale of of lower division men in Accounts offices. 2866. 

PAYMENTS TO PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF 
ADMINISTRATION OF AGENCY SUBJECTS- 
Budget Demand for 2317. 

P. k O. COMPANY— 

Question re contribution by the towards the new Bombay-Howrah 

Special. 1489. 

P. k O. MAIL ROUTES— 

Question ve difference between Air and . 341. 

P. k O. PASSENGER FARES- 

Questioti te Government action against rise in . 203. 
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PENSION(S)-- 

Budget Demand for ‘‘Commuted value of 2326. 

Queation re — 

Amount of paid to Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, on 

retirement after full service. 1126-27. 

Amount of paid to telegraph peons after 32 years’ service. 1125. 

Counting by postmen of acting or temporary service towards pay, , 

etc. 1820 

Eligibility of telegraph peons for gratuities and . 1125. 

<Grant of concession of counting deputation allowance towards to 

the clerks of the Military Accounts Department invalided in the 
Great War 1744. 

•Grant of , provident fund and gratuities to the clerical establish- 

ment of the Auxiliary and Territorial Force units 1742 

New rates for the Indian Medical Department 2790 

New rules and the substitution of a Provident Fund for the system 

of . 2867. 

Pay, , leave, etc., of lower grade postal staff 2518 

of certain clerks who proceeded on field service overseas with the 

Indian Expeditionary Forces 1744. 

Provident Fund system m place of in Madras 281 

, Sanction of special under articles 924(a) and (b) of the Civil Ser- 

vice Regulations. 1744-45 

Substitution of provident fund for in the different Departments 

of the Government of India 2162-63 

PENSION FUND- 

Question re starting of a under the head ‘Railway Reserves’ in con- 

nection with the State Railway Revenue Establishment. 2914-15. 

PENSION RATES- 

Question re new for the Indian Medical Department. 2790 

PENSION RULES- 
Question re — 

New and the substitution of a Provident Fund for the system of 

pensions. 2867. 

New for the subordinate staff services 1518. 

Revision of the of inferior servants employed under the Central 

Government 1654 

PENSIONARY CHARGES- 

Question re for the Post Office Department and the Telegraph De- 

partment 1831-32 

PERSIAN- 
Question re— 

Inclusion of as a compulsory subject in the fourth primary class 

in the North-West Frontier Province 1828. 

Teaching of in the Government High School at Port Blair. 733 

PERSONAL ALLOWANCE— 

Question re withdrawal of the of accountants and clerks of the 

office of the Field Controller of Accounts, Poona 151^-13. 
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PERSONAL ASSISTANTS TO POSTMASTERS GENERAL— 

Question re — 

Duty allowance of . 527-28. 

Pay of a promoted to the rank of a Deputy Postmaster General. 

1739. 

Proportion of the appointmests of Deputy PostBiasters General and 
to Postal Divisions in the diffeient Postal Circles. 520-27. 

PESHAWAR- 
Question re — 

Action of the Cantonment Authority in in regaid to Bungalow 

No. 2, Roos Eeppel Lane. 2590. 

Appointment of a retired official to peiform the dual duties of sub- 
registrar and a special magistrate of the municipality of . 2588. 

Attempt of Colonel J. Moran, Military Estates Officer, to take 

possession of a piece of land attached to the Abu Turab shrine. 
2590-91. 

Government Training College, . 1312-13. 

Grant of a site for an Islamia High School in the Cantonment of 

for the children of retired military officers 2586-87. 

Transfer to Government of roads administered by the District Board 
of . 2402-03. 

PESHAWAR CANTONMENT— 

Question re — 

Muslim graveyard outside Dabgari Gate in the . 2587-88. 

Use of a part of the old Kachery Mosque in for the dumping of 

manure. 2587. 

PESHAWAR CITY- 
Question re — 

Externment order against Sardar Milap Singh, a newspaper agent of 
. 1735-36. 

Preventive order under the North-West Frontier Province Security 

Regulation, 1922, against Milap Singh, newspaper vendor of . 

1193. 

Refusal to grant a passport to Sardar Milap singh, a newspaper agent 
of to proceed to Chitral. 1735. 

PESHAWAR DISTRICT— 

Question re- 
construction of a railway from Charsadda to Swabi in the . 2403. 

Creation of separate Divisional and Sessions Courts in Hazara and the 

Mardan Sub-Division of the . 2399. 

Employment of Muslims in the office of the Controller of Military 
Accounts, . 2588-89. 

Formation of the Swabi Tahsil of the into a separate sub-division. 

2402. 

Population, land-revenue, etc., of the Mardan sub-division of the 

and ilie Eohat District. 2400-01 
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PETITIONS-- 

Appointment of the Committee on Public . 1679. 

relating to the Currency Bill. 1678. 

Presentation of relating to the Currency Bill. 1746-47, 2109. 

Presentation of the report of the Committee on relating to the 

Currency Bill. 1747. 

Question re — 

Method of dealing with appeals, and memorials addressed to the 

Governor General in Council. 1824. 

of aggrieved clerks of the office of the Director General, Posts 

and Telegraphs. 742. 

relating to the Currency Bill. 1660-61. 

PETROLEUM CESS- 

Question re export duty on rice and in Burma. 2468. 

PHOOKUN, Mr. TARUN RAM- 
Oath of Office. 183. 

PHOSPHATES- 

Question ie deficiency of in Indian soils. 973-74. 

PIECEGOODS- 

Question /e rates charged by Railways on Khaddai ^ Indian mill-made 
cloth and foreign . 1491-92. 

PILGRIMS- 
Question re — 

Credentials of Protector of , Karachi. 201-02. 

Hardships of Haj at Karachi. 200-01. 

Provision of comforts for to the Kumbh Mela. 1740. 

Unused return tickets of Haj . 1908-09. 

PILGRIMS, PROTECTOR OF- 
Hee under “ Protector of Pilgrims 

PILOTS- 

Question re qualifications for , Harbour Masters, Assistant Harbour 

Masters, etc. 2439-40. 

PINDI- 

Question re improvements at Karachi, and Sukkur workshops on 

North-Western Railway to obviate i eduction of staff. 197-99. 

PITTAPUR- 

Question re joining of the main line of the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway from to Cocanada. 963. 

PLAGUE- 

Question re cure for — . 2462. 
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PLATFORM(S)- 

Question re — 

Admission of doolies and palanquins to the at JJelhi railway 

station. 168-69. 

Improved for Gudur Junction Station. 429-30 

Inclusion of the cost of the construction of raised under the 

head amenities for third class passengers 2763. 

Names of the railway stations where raised will be constructed. 

2763. 

Provision of high level at stations on the Assam Bengal Railway 

1650-61. 

Provision of at the principal stations on the Shahadara Sangla 

Ime of the North-Western Railway. 623. 

Provision of raised at Jahangira Road railway station 1308 

I Raising of the at Jasidih Junction 516-17 

PLOUGHS- 

Question re issue of instructions to the Punjab Government regarding the 

use of and agricultural implements manufactured by British firms 

2520. 

POINTSMEN- 

Question re overworked assistant station masters and on the East 

Indian Railway 1484-85 

POLICE- 

Budget Demand for ’’ 2318 

Question re courses of instruction given annually at Scotland yard to 
officers of the Indian 1908 

POLICE DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc recruitment to the in the North-West Frontier Province 

1312 

POLICE FORCE- 

Question re number of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in the 

of the North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 2777-78. 

POLICE LICENCES— 

Question re abolition of the system of for Hindu funeral processions 

in Delhi 2514 

POLICE SUPERVISION- 

Question re better for New Delhi. 384, 398 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT- 
Question re— 

Appointment of Provincial service men to the in the North-West 

Frontier Province. 353-364. 

Number of Indians in the — 2404-06. 

Recruitment of Indians for the - — 339. 
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POLITICAL DETENUS- 
Question re — 

Allowances of 612-13 

Early release on medical grounds of Babu Jiban Lai Chatterji, a 

1817-18. 

Health of . 613-14. 

Memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satyendra Chandra 

Mitra, a , 2866-58 

Release of . 612, 1831. 

Release of in Bengal. 1042. 

POLITICAL PRISONERS— 

Question re release of 429 

POLL-TAX- 
Question re — 

Abolition of the in Fiji 874 

Article in the Seaichhght of December 19, 1926, headed “ on 

Sonepore Bridge 2336 

Differential treatment in and education in Kenya 185-86 

Increase of on Indians in Kenya 328-329 

on Asiatics in Kenya 149 

PONTAGE CHARGE— 

Question re hardship of extra on account of Brahmaputra Bridge on 

Assam Bengal Railway 279 

POONA- 

Question rc— 

Grant of compensatory allowance to selection grade postal oflScials 
at 1522. 

Payment of compensation to the lessees of certain houses in taken 

possession of by the Government during the War. 2448-49. 

Sorting work at . 1623. 

Withdrawal of the personal allowance of accountants and clerks of 
the ofl&ce of the Field Controller of Military Accounts, 1512-13. 

POONA CITY COMBINED POST AND TELEGRAPH OFFICE— 

Question re direct telegraph connection between and the Bombay 

Central Telegraph Office. 152V22 

POONPAN RIVER— 

Question re entraining of passengers at the temporary stations on the 
, East Indian Railway. 2105. 

POPULATION— 

Question re , land-revenue, etc., of the Mardan Sub-Division of the 

Peshawar District sTnd the Kohat District. 2400-01. 


PORT BLAIR- 
Question re 
. 733. 


teacliing of Persian in the Government High School 

9 
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PORTEES- 

Question rs— 

Abolition of the system of free labour rendered by luggage — at 
Howrah. 145V-88. 

Contracts for the supply of for Delhi Railway station. 2786. 

Grievances of Luggage at Howrah. 1486-87, 

Reduction of the license fees of employed at Howrah. 1487. 

PORTS— 

Question re committee to inquire into conditions of embarkation at 
300. 


PORTS AND PILOTAGE- 
, Budget Demand for “ 2318. 

POSTAGE STAMPS- 

Question re apportionment of the shares of the Post Office Department, 
the Telegraph Department and the Civil Department, of the revenue 
derived from the sale of . 1832-33. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPH ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Grant of advance increments to clerks in the . 2165, 2171. 

Representation of Muslims in the and in the Subordinate Accounts 

Service. 2165, 2171. 

POST AND TELEGRAPH AUDIT OFFICE(S)— 

See under Audit office(s)’'. 

POST AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Question re— 

Cl edit taken in the accounts of the for services rendered in respect 

of certain kinds of non-postal work. 1898-99. 

Propoition of Muhammadans in the in Burma. 350. 

POST AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES— 

Question fe — 

Opening of in the North-West Frontier Province. 1310-12. 

Posting of Mr. K. Appaswamier to the charge of the Willowbund com- 
bined . 1732. 

POSTAL ACCOUNT OFFICES— 

Question re abolition of the lower efficiency bar examination for upper 
division clerkii of . 1818. 

POSTAL ADMINISTRATION— 

Question re in the Nilgiri Division 281, 725. 

POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH CODES— 

Question re revision of the . 2167-68. 
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POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Quostion depreciation Funds of the and the Railway Department 
291546. 

POSTAL AUDIT OFFICE, CALCUTTA- 

Question re medical certificates of employees of the , Calcutita Tele- 

graph (Engineering) office and /Calcutta Telegraph Check office 2867. 

POSTAL CASH CERTIFICATE(S)- 

Question re advertising of unclaimed 183-84 

POSTAL CIRCLES- 

Question re proportion of the appointments of Deputy Postmasters 
General and Personal Assistants to Postmasters General to Postal 
Divisions in the different . 526-27 

POSTAL CLERK(S)— 

Question rc— 

Case of Mr A Krishnier, , Kotagin 1733. 

Grant of allowances to for posting interest in the Savings Bank 

ledgers 720-21. 

Inadequacy of scales of pay of Madras and postmen 290-91 

Increments of and Postmen 2518. 

Minimum pay of in Madras. 297 

Pay of in the Madras Circle, etc 2518 

Percentage of leave reserves provided for and for postmen and 

lower grade staff. 2517-18 

Refund of a sum of money recovered from Mr K. V Ramiah, a — 
in the Nilgiri Division 2847-48. 

See also under *^Clerk(s)^' 

POSTAL COMMISSION— 

Question re exemption of societies, institutions or banks from payment 
of . 2908. 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT- 
Question re — 

Claims of minority communities to higher appointments in the 

346-347. 

Classification of administrative and ministerial officers of the 

2428-29, 2445-46, 2522 

Grant to postal signallers in the Telegraph Department of the benefit 

of counting their service in the for purposes of regulation of 

their pay. 962-63. 

Officiating or temporary service to count towards increments in 

289. 

Participation of 36. clerks of the , Rawalpindi, in election campaign 

of a particular candidate for the Legislative Assembly. 2245-47 

POSTAL DIVISION(S)- 

Question re proportion of the appointments of Deputy Postmastenr 
General and Personal Assistants to Postmasters General to — *ia 
different Postal Circles. 526-27. 
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^POSTAL EMPLOYEE(S>- 
Question re — 

Extra house-rent for in Madras, etc. 297 

Grant of house-rent allowances to — ^ m the Madras Presidency. 
2616-17. 

Grant of local allowances to — ^ in Assam. 2413. 

POSTAL INSPECTORS- 

Question re reversion of and head clerks to Superintendents to the 

general line of the clerical time scale in the Madras Circle. 724. 

POSTAL LIFE INSURANCES-^ 

Question re utilisation of the profits earned on . 1900. 

POi^TAL OFFICIAL(S)— 

Question re — / 

Case of Mr. Govinden Nair, a in the Nilgiri Division. 724-25. 

Grant of a compensatory allowance to selection grade — at Poona. 
1522. 

Retirement at the age of 55 of certain of the Punjab and North- 

West Frontier Circles. 2461. 

Stoppage of the increments of three in the Nilgiri Division. 1730. 

POSTAL PEON(S)- 

Question te minimum and maximum pay of rural postal peons in the 
different Provinces. 2105-06. 

POSTAL RECRUITED TELEGRAPHIST(S)- 
See under ''Telegraphist(s)''. 

POSTAL SERVANTS— 

Question re promotion of inferior to appointments of postmen. 1822. 

POSTAL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Proportion of Muhammadans in the superior . 349 

Reduction of the pay of cash overseers in the . 1821 

Stoppage of the recruitment of Hindus in the of the Punjab and 

North-West Frontier Circles. 2781. 

Travelling allowance of overseers in the 1822. 

POSTAL SIGNALLER(S)— 

Question re grant to in the Telegraph Department of the benefit of 

counting their service in the Postal Department for purposes of regula- 
tion of their pay. 962-63. 

POSTAL STAFF- 

Question re pay, pension, leave, etc., of lower grade . 2518. 

POST-AUDJT BILLS-* 

Questioh re procedure relating to the scrutiny and completion by Audit 
Officers of the audit of . 1048. 
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POSTMASTERS- 
Question re — 

House rent of Sub in Bombay. 1473. 

Promotion of postmen to the rank of assistant . 1128. 

Transfers of Inspectors, , clerks and leave reserve clerks from the 

Nilgiri Divisiom 723-24. 

POSTMASTER(S) GENERAL- 
Question re — 

Duty allowance of Personal Assistants to . 527-28. 

Pay of a Personal Assistant to a promoted to the rank of a Deputy 

1739. . '' 

Proportion of the appointments of Deputy and Personal Assistants 

to to Postal Divisions m the different Postal Circles 526-27. 

POSTMASTER GENERAL, PUNJAB— 

Question re pay of the clerical staff in the different circles under the — . 

622-23. 

POSTMASTER GENERAL, PUNJAB AND NORTH-WEST FRONTIER 
PROVINCE CIRCLES- 
Question re — 

Number of Hindus, Muhammadans and Sikhs employed in the ofl&ce 

of the and the Deputy Postmaster General, Railway Mail Service, 

Ambala. 964. 

Order of the , regarding the filling of all future vacancies by 

Muhammadans 2334-35 

POSTMEN— 

Question /c — 

Action taken by Government on Resolution No. 12 of the Conference of 
Indian 1820 

Additional duties performed by village in the Punjab. 1821-22. 

Allowance to for additional work in connection with the foreign 

mails. 1820. 

Casual leave of — ^ and menials in Post Offices. 953. 

Counting by of acting or temporary service towards pay, pension, 

etc 1820. 

Discontinuance of the practice of acting as guards in the Bankura 

Post Office 2416. 

Discontinuance of the practice of readers in the Post Offices signing 
as escorts to . 963. 

Inadequacy of scales of pay of Madras postal clerks and . 290-91. 

Increase o^ in Post Offices in the North Bombay Island. 953-54. 

Increment of of the Howrah and Alipore head offices. 1820. 

Increments of postal clerks and . 2518. 

Leave reserve for . 1821. 

Pay of appointed as clerks. 1819. 

Percentage of leave reserves provided for postal clerks and for — 
and lower grade staff. 2617-18. 

Promotion of inferior postal servants to appointments of — . 1822. 

Promotion of —— to the clerical cadre. 1819. 

Promotion of to the rank of assistant postmasters. 1128. 
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2^0STM£lN-^on^<^. 

Question re^onid. 

Provision of suitable family quarters for . 1818-19. 

Replacement by clerks of the reader at the Delhi head office. 1821. 

Uniforms of , overseers and reader . 1819-20. 

POST OFFICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Alteration of the Insurance Rules to permit of conditional assign- 

ment. 345. 

Appointment of accountants in head . 1522-23. 

Better provision for contingent expenditure in . 346. 

Case of Mr. V. R. Rangaswamier, clerk in the Tirupur in the 

Nilgiri Division. 1731. 

Uasual leave of postmen and menials in . 953 

Closing of the telegraph branch of the Belapur (Thana) 1474-75. 

Conversion of the branch at Mansiari into a season sub . 348. 

Counting of temporary service of clerks of the towards increments. 

345. 

Credit given to the for the cost of work done in connection with. 

Government securities. 1835 

Credit given to the under (1) share of marine subsidies, and (2) 

free services rendered to Indian States. 1834. 

Discontinuance of the practice of readers in the signing as escorts 

to postmen. 953. 

Discontinuance of the system of inspection of rural by Audit 

officers. 718-19. 

Distance of the sub at Bagisar from the Mansiari and Milam . 

347-348 

Expenditure on premises in Bombay. 358-362 

Experimental in the village of Bhattuvaripalli in the district of 

North Arcot. 744. 

Extension of the principle of recruitment for in Calcutta and 

Bombay to adjacent revenue divisions. 2164-65. 

Inadequacy of the number of Selection Grade appointments in the 
Madras General Group. 2853-54. 

Increase of the establishment of the Correspondence Department of 
the Madras General . 2850-51. 

Increase of leave reserved for the and the Railway Mail Service. 

2409 

Increase of postmen in in the North Bombay Island. 953-54. 

Inspection of branch by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. Smith, Superinten- 

dent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 726. 

Inspection of by Audit officers. 718-719. 

Location of the Bujrukdighi in a Central Village. 1738-39. 

Number of clerks employed in each Department of the Calcutta, Bom- 
bay and Madras General , etc. 2853. 

Number of in the Chota Nagpur Division. 2514. 

Number of maintained for political or military purposes. 1835. 

Number of Selection Grade appointments in the Correspondence De- 
partment of the Calcutta, Bombay and Madras General 2851 

Number of town sub in Madras city which justify selection grade 

appointments, 2853. 
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POST OI¥lCE(B)-contd. 

'Question re-^ontd. 

Opening of at Lawalung, Bharkatta and other important places 

in the Hazaribagh District. 

in the Sylhet district. 1650. 

Provision of electric fans in the in Madras city. 2854 

Reduction of work in on Sundays and holidays 725. 

Removal of the Flower Bazar in Madras to a more suitable build- 

ing. 2850. 

Sale of quinine by the 1898 

Sanction of additional staff for the Savings Bank Department of the^ 

Madras General . 2852-53 

Savings Bank Department at the Mansiari 348 

Season at Milam 169-70. 

Stoppage of increment of the Sub-Postmaster, Chirambadi . 1730- 

31 

Visits to by the Superintendent of , Nilgin Division 722-23. 

POST OFFICE BUILDINGS- 

Question re use of portions of as their private quarters by Superin- 

tendents of Post Offices. 719-20 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

• Apportionment of the shares of the , the Telegraph Department 

and the Civil Department of the revenue derived from the sale of 
postage stamps 1832 33 

Pensionary charges for the and the Telegraph Department 1831- 

32 

POST OFFICE GUARANTEE FUND— 

Question re . 1899 

POST OFFICE LIFE ASSURANCE SCHEME- 

Question re extension of the to persons paid from Local Funds 

1899-1900 

• 

POST OFFICE MANUAL— 

Question re translation of the into the principal vernaculars 1822 

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANKS- 
Question re — 

Availability of the fund of the for the local money market, etc 2249. 

Cost of managing the . 1833-34. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS- 

Question re Indian Christians in the superior grades of the Railway, — 
and Customs Services. 1743 ^ 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, ACCOUNTANT GENERAL- 
Question re — 

Reference duties in Civil Accounts offices and in the Telegraph 
(Engineering) office under the — — . 2886. ^ 

Revision of tile pay of lower division clerks employed under the 

2866 . 
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POSTS AND TELEGKAPHS, DIEECTOB GENERAL— 

Question rc — 

Amount of pension paid to the on retirement after full service. 

1125-27. 

Case of Babu Bivas Chandra Mitra, a clerk in the oflBce of the — . 
742. 

Grant of advance increments in the time-scale to Babu Satchidananda 

Chatterjee of the office of the . 742-43. 

Muslim clerks in the office of the . 2868. 

Pcaucity of Muslims in the Department of the . 2868. 

Pay of the subordinate staff of the office of the . 1044-47. 

Petitions of aggrieved clerks of the office of the . 742. 

Powers of the to sanction expenditure in connection with the pay 

and prospects of his staff. 741-42. 

Kecoveries from the travelling allowance bills of certain clerks in the 
office of the 1047-48. 

POWER STATION SCHEMES— 

Question re Great Indian Peninsula 2452-54 

PEAKASAM, Mr C. M. SIVA- 

Question h grant of a permanent unrestricted Auditors^ certificate^ to 
2242. 

PEAKASAM, Mr. T.- 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration of the Bill sine du , 2960. 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of section 115) — 
Motion to consider. 414-16. 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill — 

Motion to consider. 867-69. 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2348-53^, 2464-72.* 

Consideration of clause 4. 2110, 2115, 2121, 2125-2131. 

Motion to pass, as amended. 2547. 

Demand for an excess grant in respect of ‘Tndian Posts and Tele- 

graphs Department^' 615. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ‘ 'Aviation". 634. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1688-01. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1175-78. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 80-82. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2570-2571. 

Consideration of Schedule 1. 2608-2609. 

Consideration of Part I of Schedule II. 2629. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2650, 2655, 2656-68. 
Consideration of Part I of Schedule III. 2668-70. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule III. 2671, 2672. 

Motioa to agree to the amendment made by the Council of State. 2964. 
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PRAKASAM, Mr. T. — contd* 

Indian Securities (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 317-18. 

Motion to redj^ice the Budget Demand for "'Army Department'^ (General 
policy and expenditure). 2264. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department^' (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate ser- 
vices and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2015, 2082. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration" (Railway) (Reduction of third class fares). 1427. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration" (Railway) (Supervision and the charges claimed under that 
head). 1394-1399. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question rf — 

Amendment of the Indian Railways Act. 963. 

Completion of the Nidaduol-Narsapur and Gudwada-Bhimavaram Rail- 
way lines. 963-64. 

Exemption of societies, institutions or banks from payment of postal, 
insurance and registration commissions. 2908. 

Joining of the main line of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Rail- 
way from Pittapur to Cocanada. * 963 
Transfer of the office of the Senior Government Inspector of Railways 
from Madras to Ootacamund. 1390. 

Utilization of the salt swamps adjoining the Vedaranyam Factory for 
the production of salt. 200P. 

Resolution k — 

Improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 695. 

Release of the Bengal Detenus. 502. 503. 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2817-19, 2822. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 120, 128-29. 


PRECEDENCE- 

Question /y status and of Members of Legislative Assembly in 

Darbars. 296. 


PRESIDENCY POSTMASTER, CALCUTTA— 

Question rc increase in losses of parcel bags and insured articles during 
the regime of Mr. C. D. Rae, . 2’408-09. 

PRESIDENT, Mr.- 

Casting vote of given to Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar's motion to 

omit amendment No. 1 in Part IT of Schedule II to the Indian Finance 
Bill. 2659. 

Congratulations to Mr. V. J. Patel on his election as of the Legis- 

lative Assembly. 10-13. 
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PBESIDENT, MiBL.^onid. 

Election of . 10. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy approving of the election by 
the Legislative Assembly of Mr. V. J. Patel as of the said Assem- 
bly. 10. " 

Bemarks by on the point of order laised by the Honourable the 

Home Member on Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar's motion to omit the 
Budget Demand for “Railway Board" as to whether an amendment 
should be a purely negative one. 1194-95, 1196, 1197. 

Remarks by regarding occupation of the Visitors' Gallery by Hon- 

ourable Members for any length of time. 1153. 

Remarks by regarding the scheme for the separation of the office 

of the Legislative Assembly from the Legislative Department. 2334 

Remarks by that Honourable Members who wish to raise any point 

0^1 order on any Resolution or amendment on the paper should give 
timely intimation of it, if possible. 584. 

Remarks by that Mr. .Ajnar Nath Dutt had earned the gravest dis- 

pleasure of the Chair by the use of the expression that the Chair was 
the visible symbol of the bureaucracy. 1593. 

Remarks by that as the strike at Kharagpur had already been 

thoroughly discussed for over two hours on a previous occasion, he 
was not disposed to permit a revival of the discussion on the same 
subject in connection w ith the general discussion of the Railway Budget. 
1168. 

Reply by to the congratulations offered to him on his election as 

Piesident of the Legislative Assembly. 13-14 

Ruling by regarding the invalidity of the votes of members who 

had not taken their oath and had voted in the election for the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways. 17. 

Ruling by regarding the necessity of putting a stop to the use of 

the word “Shame" w^hich had become so common in the Chamber. 
1115. 

Ruling by that an Honourable Member is not entitled to sav that a 

supplementary question does not arise, but that he should submit his 
objection to the Chair for orders. 1126. 

Ruling by that an Honourable Membei was not justified in disclosing 

what happened in the Select Committee beyond what appeared in the 
Report of the Select Committee itself. 777. 

Rulinp by that, as the amendment of Mr. B Das sought to cancel the 

notification issued under section 52 A of the Government of India Act 
declaring Angul to be a backward tract, and thus to enable the Assem- 
bly to ask questions and move resolutions regarding the administra- 
tion of Angul, it was perfectly in order. 643. 

Ruling by that, as the Indian Forest Bill was a consolidating Bill 

it would be the duty of the Chairman of the Select Committee to which 
the Bill had been referred to see that the Committee restricted itself 
to the scope of the Bill and that no amendments of substance were 
made. 2899. 

Ruling by that the closure cannot be moved in the midst of a speech 

2701. 

Ruling by that Government have not the last word in debates on 

amendments and therefore the debate does not conclude with the 
speech of the Member for Government. 2556. 
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IPRESIDENT, Mb. — contd, 

Buiing by that Honourable Member should use restrained and 

guarded language in the Chamber. 2736. 

Ruling by that if a debate is not concluded within a specified time, 

it automatically terminates. 1034. 

Ruling by that if any Honourable Member wants a particular ques- 

tion to be thoroughly examined by the House, the best course for 
him would bo to put down a Resolution on the subject, but not to go 
into details of the matter in the course of the discussion on the Indian 
Finance Bill on which the general criticism of the policy of the Gov- 
ernment of India is perfectly admissible. 2706. 

Ruling by that in respect of the Steel Industry (Protection) Bill full 

discussion would be allowed both on the consideration motion and on 
the motion for recommitting the Bill to the Select Committee ; but, if 
the motion for referring the Bill back was lost, no further discussion 
would be permitted and the motion for consideration would also be 
put to the vote. 749^ 

Ruling by that xuv. Joshi’s amendment to clause 2 of the Steel 

Industry (Protection) Bill was out of order as it was clearly a proposal 
for the appropriation of the revenue or monies for a certain purpose. 
1095. 

Ruling by that the motion for adjournment, limited as it was to 

the single narrow issue, namely, that the Government of India should 
not have agreed to send Indian troops to China without reference to 
the Legislative Assembly, was in order. 54-55. 

Ruling by that the motion for adjournment to call attention to the 

decision of the Government of India not to publish the Report of the 
Indian deputation to Fiji was not in order. 403 

Ruling by that no motion for the omission of a whole grant either in 

the Railway or General Budget is admissible, and that all motions for 
the reduction of a grant, no matter what the amount is, are techni- 
call> in order unless they take the form for the entire omission of the 
whole grant. 1914. 

Ruling by that the Chair would allow Sir Hari Singh Gour to move 

for leave to introduce the Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill 
if he accepted the position that he could not put down further motions 
on the same Bill on the same day. 369. 

Ruling by that the motion for adjournment to discuss the strike 

at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway was in order. 978. 

Ruling by that the question of the ratio raised by clause 4 of the 

Currency Rill, together with the amendments thereto, should be dis- 
posed of first, after which other amendments would be allowed to be 
moved. If the House w^re in favour of the 1^. 6^/. as against the 
ls\ 4(?. ratio, that decision would have to be embodied in the other 
amendments, and the necessary alterations in those amendments would 
be permitted by the Chair The question of the Gold Standard would 
not be blocked by the procedure outlined. 1835, 1^36. 

Ruling by that Rule 47, Appendix 2 of the Legislative Assembly 

Rules gives power to the Governor General to allot two days for the 
discussion of one Grant, and as no such allotment had been made the 
Assembly was entitled to discuss one particular Demand for all t^e 
days allotted for the discussion of Demands for Grants. 1316. 

Ruling by that there is nothing to prevent an Honourable MemboT 

from cutting down the last rupee in a total grant. 1975. 
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PRESIDENT, Me.— cowc/e^. 

Ruling by that there should be a distinction between a motion the 
acceptance of which commits the House to the principle of the Bill and 
a motion which when carried does not commit the House to the 
principle of the Bill; not that on a motion of the latter kind Hon- 
ourable Members are not entitled to liaise objections to the principles 
of the Bill, but iii doing so they should be as brief as possible and 
should not go into the details and turn that discussion into the discus- 
sion of a motion the acceptance of which would commit the House to 
the principles of the Bill. 849 . 

Ruling by that \\hen a motion that amendments to Standing Orders 

be referred to a Select Commijbtee is accepted, it does not commit the 
House to any principle of these amendments. 372. 

Ruling by that when an Honourable Member desires that an 

E endment to his motion should be carried, he should not withdraw 
I original motion but vote for the amendment when it is put. 829 

PRESS- 

Qucstion rc — 

Grant of gratuities to the families of the two emplo/ees of the Govern- 
ment of India , Delhi, killed in a recent accident in the . 

2426. 

Number of Muslims and non-Muslims in the clerical service in the 

Government of India , Aligarh. 2170-71. 

Number of Mussalmans employed in the Government of India , 

Delhi. 2426. 

Proposition statement of the Delhi . 2427. 

Representation of Muslims in the Government of India , Delhi. 

2170. 


PRESS ACT- 

Question n proscription of books under the . 160-61, 1520 

PREVENTIVE ORDER- 

Question re under the North-West Frontier Province Security Regu- 

lation, 1922, against Milap Singh, newspaper vendor of Peshawar City. 
1193. 

PREVENTIVE SERVICE- 

Question rc supersessions in the Calcutta 708-09. 

PRINCE OF WALES'S RAILWAY SCHOOL— 

Question re utilization of the Fine fund at Moradabad for the upkeep 
and improvement of the . 1485. 

PRIVILEGE LEAVE- 
Question re- 

Grant of to Deputy Assistant Controllers, accountants and clerks 

of the Military Accounts Department. 1514. 

Refusal of to accountants and clerks in the Military Accounts 

Department,. 1614. 
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PRIVY COUNCIL- 
Question re — 

Appointment of judges with Indian experience to the Judicial Com- 
mittee of the . 2176. 

Decision of the — — in the case of Ganesh Lai v. Khetra Mohan 
Mahapatra. 1496. 

Etesolution re salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of 
the possessing Indian experience. 2741-54, 2792-2S26. 

PRIZE OF DELHI SCHEME- 
Question re . 1897. 

PROBATIONERS- 
Que^iion rr — 

Appointments as in the Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial 

Departments of State Railways. 734. 

Appointments in the clerical service and as in the Subordinate 

Accounts Service under the Accountant General, Central Revenues 
2185. 

PROCEDURE-^ 

Question rr regarding answers to oral questions. 871-872. 

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS- 

Question re institution of in India. 2448. 

PROFITS- 

Question rc — 

Distribution of the of the Bengal Nagpur Railway between the- 

railway company and Government. 739. 

Utilisation of by the Tata Iron and Steel Company. 159. 

PROJECTS- 

Question rc adjustment of the amount shown against abandoned in 

the Explanatory Memorandum on the Railway Budget for 1927-28. 
2916-17. 

PROMOTIONS- 

Question re of Captains in the Indian Medical Service to the rank 

of Major. 2791. 

PROPOSITION STATEMENT- 

Question re of the Delhi Press. 2427. 

PROSCRIPTION— 

Question re — 

by the Punjab Government of a book relating to the Nabha State. 

161. 

of books under the Press Act. ‘ 160-61. 

PROTECTION— 

Question rc grant of 


to the match industry in India. 2176. 
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PROTECTOR OF PILGRIM(S)- 

Question re credentials of , Karachi. 201-02. 

TROVIDENT FUND— 

Question re — 

Establishment of a for Government employees. 1653. 

Grant of pensions, or gratuities to the clerical establishment of 

the Auxiliary and Territorial Force units. 1742. 

New Pension Rules and the substitution of a for the system of 

pensions. 2867. 

for Government employees. 1519. 

for telegraph peons. 1125. 

system for non-gazetted officers. 437. 

system in place of pension in Madras. 281. 

Reduction of the interest on deposits. 962. 

Substitution of for pensions in the difierent Departments of the 

Government of India. 2162-63. 

PROVIDENT FUND (AMENDMENT) BILL- 
See under ‘‘Bill(s)*\ 

PROVINCES— 

’Question re — 

Holidays in the offices under the Central Government in the . 

1515. 

Land-revenue legislation in the . 392-94. 

PROVINCIAL BOOK DEPOTS— 

Question re sale of Governnient of India publications at . 1519. 

PROVINCIAL CIVIL SERVICE- 
Question re — 

Promotion from the to the Ihdian Civil Service in Bihar and Orissa. 

337. 

Seniority of officers holding listed Indian Civil Service posts. 

2903-04. 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS— 

Budget Demand for 'Ta>ment to on account of Administration of 

Agency subjects’’. 2317. 

Question re contributions by the Imperial Government to the for the 

improvement of Agriculture and Industries 873. 

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURES— 

Question changes in the rules of the Assembly and 394-97. 

PROVINCIAL LOANS FUND- 
Question re . 948. 

PROVINCIAL MEDICAL SERVICES- 

Question re delay in the formation of . 2911. 

PROVINCIAL POLICE SERVICE- 

Question re period of probation of officers of the Indian and the 

338. 
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PBOVINCIAL SEBVICE(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of men to the Political Department in the North- 

West Frontier Province. 353-354. 

Emplo 3 nment of the people of Ajmer-Merwara in the of the Gov- 

ernor's Provinces. 2417. 

Becommendations of the Lee Commission regarding promotion of men 

of the to the Indian Civil Service. 2901. 

Becruitment of Indians to the superior services from the . 336. 

PUBLIC— 

Question re use of the corridors of the Legislative Assembly by the . 

712. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE— 

Motion for the election of the . 7. 

Besults of the election for the . 103. 

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS— 

Question re inclusion of commercial subjects in certain . 1524. 

PUBLIC HEALTH- 

Budget Demand for 2320. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ‘‘ 632. 

PUBLIC HOLIDAVS— 

See under '^Holiday’^ 

PUBLIC SEBVICE COMMISSION- 
Budget Demand for ”, 2316. 

Question re representation of Sikhs in the office of the . 967-68. 

PUBLIC WORKS BRANCH- 

Question rc amalgamation of the with the Department of Industries 

and Labour. 2435-36. 

PUBLIC WORKS CODE- 
Question re . 1486. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT- 

Question re retention of the service of Mr. C. Corrigan in the , New 

Delhi. 2428. 

PUNJAB- 

Question rc — 

Additional duties performed by village postmen in the . 1821-2^. 

Assistant Income-tax Officers in the . 2184. 

Difficulties of Sindhi employees of the North-Western Railway serving 

in the and the United Provinces. 2036. 

Number of Muhammadan, Hindu and Sikh Inspectors of Post Offices 

and the Railway Mail Service in the . 065. 

Order of the Postmaster General, and the North-West Frontier 

Province, regarding the filling of all future vacancies by Muham- 
madans. 2334-35. 

Pay of the clerical 8ta*ff in the different circles under the Postmaster 
General, . 522-23. 
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PUN J AB — con id. 

Question re—contd. 

Proportion of Muhammadan District and Sessions Judges in Bengal 
and the . 350. 

Stoppage of the recruitment of Hindus in the postal service of the 

and North-West Frontier Circles. 2781. 

PUNJAB AND NOETH-WEST FEONTIER CIRCLES- 

Question re retirement at the age of 55 of certain postal officials of the 
2461. 

PUNJAB GOVERNMENT— 

Question re- 
issue of instructions to the regarding the use of ploughs and agri* 

cultural implements manufactured by British firms. 2520 
Proscription by the of a book relating to the Nabha State. 101. 

PURABSARAI- 

Question re construction of a new station at on the East Indian Rail- 

way. 1830. 

PURCHASING OFFICERS, STATE RAILWAYS- 
Question re . 1043. 

PURDAH LADIES— 

Question re want of a proper waiting shed and urinal for at Kiul 

Junction. 2243-44. 

PURNEA- 

Question r^ construction of a branch line from to Muraliganj. 329. 

PURNEA DISTRICT— 

Question re insufficiency of non-Muhammadan seats for the . 330. 

PURSHOTAMDAS THAKURDAS, Sir- 
Currency Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1759, 1794-1807, 1812, 1813. 

Consideration of clause' 2. 2384-86, 2482-84. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1849, 1850, 1852, 1857, 1881, 1884-93, 2122. 
Motion to pass, as amended. 2531-41, 2542, 2543, 2544, 2559, 2561. 
Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of **Aviation'\ 634-36, 1553- 
56. . 

Election of to the Panel for the Central Advisory Council for Rail- 

ways. 546. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

Election of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigration. 

612. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1664, 1671-76. 

General discussion of the Railway Budget. 1129-35. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 69-74. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2608, 2617-19, 2620. 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule II. 2637, 2645-50, 2653, 2655. 
Motion to pass, as amended. 2709-12, 2718, 2735. 
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PUESHOTAMDAS THAKURDAS, &iK--contd. 

Indian Forest Bill- 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 2890. 

Motion for Adjournment re postponement of the consideration of the 
Indian Currency Bill. 644-45, 596-99. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Army Department’’. (General 
policy and expenditure). 2259-65. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs”. (Customs Policy, 
land frontiers, smuggling of saccharine). 2005, 2006. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. , (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid Indianisa- 
tion of the Railway Services). 1226-31. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board” (Grievances 
of subordinate railway employees). 1338. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Powers and 
formation of Advisory Committees). 1354. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Salt”. (Desirability of in- 
creasing the consumption of salt in India and of making India self- 
supporting in the matter of salt). 2190. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for the withdrawal of the instructions to the Select Committee 
to report not later than the 15th February, 1927. 2109. 

Motion to consider. 309-10, 311. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 311, 312. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Presentation by of a number of petitions relating to the Currency 

Bill. 1660-61, 2109. 

Question re — 

Appointments in certain Departments under the Government of India. 
1494. 

Critical condition of agriculturists in certain parts of the Central Pro- 
vinces, Bombay and Madras. 712-14. 

Decline in passenger traffic on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
and other Railways. 1042-43. 

Drafting of a new Railways Act. 510-11. 

Issue of emergency currency to the Imperial Bank of India. 882-83. 

Net earnings of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1494-95. 
Number of representations received in connection with the exchange 
rates. 1043. 

Procedure regarding answers to oral questions. 871, 872. 

Protest against the proposed !«• 6d, ratio. 511-12. 

Provision of lavatories in third class carriages on the metre gauge 
Cochin State Railway. 351. 

Total advances of the Imperial Bank of India before the bank rate 
was raised to 7 per cent., etc. 1823. 

Total deflation of currency since the 1st April 1926. 883-85. 

Resolution re — 

Improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 696-99. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 652-54. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill- 
Motion to refer to Select Committee. 129-32. 

B 2 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


iU 

PUSHKAB- 
Question re — 

Establishment of a representative committee to manage municipal 

affairs in , Ajmer-Merwara. 2418. 

Opening of a narrow gauge railway from Ajmer to . 2418. 


Q 


QUABTERS— 

Question, re — 

Allotments for construction of for Europeans, Anglo-Indians and 

Indians respectively on different railways. 293. 

Appointment of Chaukidars for Indian Clerks’ , in New Delhi. 

2460. 

Assessment of rent for officers’ bungalows and clerks’ in New 

Delhi. 2865. 

Electric bulbs in and bungalows in New Delhi. 621. 

Improvement of the for the Indian staff of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway. 1506. 

Indian Station Masters’ . 436-37. 

Provision of for Indian guards, train examiners, etc. 716. 

Provision of for the Assist^int Train Examiner at Budge Budge on 

the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1648. 

Provision of or grant of a house allowance thereof to Indian guards 

of the East Indian Railway. 714-16. 

Provision of suitable family for postmen. 1818-19. 

Rents for and bungalows in New Delhi. 520-21. 

Residential for military officers at Quetta. 2041. 

Retention of honeycomb brick work for bathrooms of “D” type Indian 
Clerks’ in New Delhi. 2459. 

Unsafe condition of in occupation of the menial staff of Rajabhat- 

khawa, Eastern Bengal Railway. 1506. 

Water rates in orthodox and unorthodox ‘ in New Delhi. 2458-59. 


QUESTIONS— 

Question re — 

Procedure regarding answers to oral . 871-72. 

Replies to starred . 2422. 

QUETTA- 

Question re — 

Expenditure on the construction of the building for the office of the 

Controller of Military Accounts at . 2040-41. 

Residential quarters for Military Officers at . 2041. 

QUININE— 

Question re, sale of *: — by the post office. 1898. 


S 


RACIAL DISCRIMINATION— 

Question re in leave and allowances in the Bombay, Baroda and 

Central India Railway. 300-01. 
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RAE, Mr. C. D.— 

Question re increase in losses of parcel bags and insured articles during 
the regime of , Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta. 2408-09. 

RAFIGUNJ- 

Question , re first and second class waiting room at on the East 

Indian Railway. 530. 


EAHIMTULLA, Mr. FAZAL IBRAHIM- 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 2123-25. 

Election of to the panel of the Standing Committee on Emigration. 

612. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 65. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1173-75. 

Gold Standard and Reserve Bank of India Bill — 

Motion to circulate. 86-87. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part I of Schedule II. 2629-30. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

Question re — 

Allowance of bad debts arising out of irrecoverable arrears of rent to 
income-tax assessees. 2447. 

Assessment to income-tax of amounts paid by their customers to com- 
mission agents for charitable purposes. 2447-48. 

Cure for plague. 2452. 

Deduction of interest on mortgage permissible under section 9 (1) (iv) 
of the Income-tax Act, 1922. 2446-47. 

Deferred Rebates. 2454. 

Indigenous drugs. 2452. 

Institution of professional accountants in India. 2448. 

Overland Express between Bombay and Calcutta. 2464-55. 

Payment of compensation to the lessees of certain houses in Poona 
taken possession of by the Government during the War. 2448-49. 

Permanent appointments to the Indian Medical Service made by nomi- 
nation by the Secretary of State from 1920 to 1926. 2451. 

Recommendations of the Lee Commission regarding the Indian Medical 
Service, 2451. 

Reduction of fees charged under the Income-tax Act, 1922. 2447. 

Representation of the Passengers and Traffic Relief Association, Bom- 
bay, on the Advisory Committee of the Great Indian Peninsula and 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways. 2455. 

Running of trains without alarm chains on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway. 2456. 

Supply, free of charge, of assessment orders in respect of income-tax 
to assessees in Delhi. 2446. 

The Great Indian Peninsula Railway Power Station -Scheme. 2452-54. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill- 

Motion to consider. 920-21. 
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BAILS— 

Question re — 

Placing of orders for with firms other than the Tata Iron and Steel 

Company. 2865. 

Belaying of on the Bewari-Fazilka section of the Bombay, Baroda 

and Central India Bailway. 802-03. 

BAILWAY(S)— 

Assam Bengal — 

Question re — 

Extension of the line to Shillong. 334. 

Hardship of extra pontage charge on account of Brahmaputra Bridge 
on . 279. 

Loss on the working of the . 2759-60. 

Bankura Damodar Biver — 

Question re — 

Grievances of passengers on the . 721-22. 

The . 1738. 

Baunsi-Naya Dumka-Sainthia — 

Question re project. 1491. 

Belonia — 

Question re route of the proposed . 1478. 

Bengal and North-Western — 

Question re — 

Accidents owing to overcrowding on the . 334. 

Net earnings of the . 1494-95. 

Overcrowding on the . 333. 

Bail way line from Chakia to Karnowl on the . 519. 

Bengal Nagpur — 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the . 

974-78; 1007-34. 

Question rc — 

Allegations against the Agent of the in the Basumati of the 

18th February, 1927. 1649. 

Alleged assault and dismissal of Sukhlal, an employee of the 

workshop at Kharagpur. 1740. 

Appointment of a Conciliation Board or Committee of Enquiry in 

connection with the strike on the . 1504-05. 

Appointment of an advisory committee on the . 878-79. 

Assistance afforded by the to illiterate third class passengers 

regarding their luggage. 732. 

Collision at Bhadrak on the . 2786-87, 2787-89. 

Control Department, . 354. 

Discontent among employees of the at Kharagpur. 731. 

Dismissals on the . 1740. 

Distribution of the profits of the between the railway company 

and Government. 739. 

Effect of the reduction scheme on the . 355. 

Grant of extensions of service to employees of the . 1646. 

Grievances of employees on the . 399. 

Grievances of subordinate employees of the . 385. 

Inadequate pay of the lowest staff on the and the South Indian 

Bailway. 386-86. 
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'UAimAY{S)--contd. 

Bengal Nagpur — contd. 

Question re — conid, 

Indian head train controllers on the . 354. 

Local Advisory Committees on the . 1576. 

Number of Oriyas appointed to the Local Advisory Committees on 
the . 1576-77. 

Procedure to be followed before the dismissal of its employees by 
the . 2779. 

Reconstruction of the bridges over the Nerbudda on the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway and the in the district of Jubbulpore, etc. 

815. 

. Strike at Kharagpur on the . 740, 816-18, 885-86, 970-73. 

Strike on the . 1249-50. 

Travelling ticket inspectors on the . 731-32. 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India — 

Question re — 

Allegations against certain officials of the . 609. 

Contracts for the sale of articles on railway platforms on the . 

2429-30. 

Decline in passenger traffic on the and other railways. 1042-43, 

Employment of Mussalmans on the . 168. 

Fares on the metre gauge section of the North Western Railway 

and the East Indian Railway. 804, 804-09. 

Grant of concessions to passengers purchasing second class return 

tickets on the metre gauge section of the . 810. 

Manufacture of wagons and locomotives in the workshop of the 

at Ajmer. 1490-91. 

Normal speed of trains on the Rewari-Fazilka section of the . 

803. 

Number of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian* guards and drivers 
on the . 1521. 

Provision of electric fans in the second class compartments of the 

metre gauge section of the . 804. 

Provision of intermediate class accommodation between Delhi and 

Bhatinda on the Metre gaug^ section of the . 803. 

Provision of search lights on engines between Delhi and Bhatinda 

on the metre gauge section of the . 745. 

Purchase of steel from the Tata works for the electrification structure 
work on the . 1514. 

Racial discrimination in leave and allowances in the . 300-01. 

Relaying of rails on the Rewari-Fazilka section of the . 802-03. 

Representation of the Passengers and Traffic Relief Association, 
Bombay on the Advisory Committees of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway and the . 2455. 

Bhatkal-Mysore— 

Question re construction of ; line. 279-80. 

Burma— 

Question re State management of the . 2456-57. 

•Central Advisory Council ^r — 

Question re subjects laid before the . 1807. 
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BAILWAY(S) — contd. 

Chandil-Barkakhana — 

Question re — 

Blocking of village roads by the line. 1735. 

Payment for land acquired for the in the Chota Nagpur Division. 

1735. 

Cochin State — 

Question provision of lavatories in third class carriages on the 

metre gauge . 351. 

Company — 

Question re Indianisation of superior services on . 340. 

Campany-managed — 

Question le — 

Classification under the different races or communities of officers 

t and subordinates employed on State and 740. 

Expenditure on the erection of workshops for State and . 798. 

Promotion of subordinates on . 2758. 

Buies governing the dismissal of employees on State and 2790. 

Cumbum-Kalabasti — 

Question re construction of the . 2760. 

Decauville Light — 

Question re — 

Conversion of the Dehra Ismail Khan Tank to 2' gauge. 

1829. 

Conveyance from Tank by the of passengers bound for Dehra 

Ismail Khan. 1828-29. 

Deoghar-Dumka — 

Question re the . 520. 

East Indian — 

Dismissals on the and the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 955. 

Question re — 

Action taken by the Railway Board on appeals from men dismissed 

by the and the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 955-56. 

Alteration of the time-tables. 517-18. 

Amounts utilised for reimbursements for losses from the Guarantee 
Fund, . 2433. 

Case of Mr. Mohamad Usman, late an Inspector of Works at Panipat, 
. 2871-72. 

Castor cake and cake dust sold yearly at the Manari workshop on 
the . 1480. 

Changing of the timings of certain trains on the . 2243. 

Chief clerks of the Divisional offices of the 715-16. 

Circumstances of alleged fraud in Stores Department, . 214. 

Construction of a building in the Howrah Yard for the staff of the 

Watch and Ward Department of the . 715. 

Construction of a new station at Purabsarai on the . 1830. 

Construction of shelter for passengers at stations on the M. G. 
section of the . 530. 

Deprivation of Indian employees of of State railway privileges 

by unfair agreement. 215 

Discontinuance of the use of oil-cloth cushions in intermediate class 

compartments on the and the North Western Railway. 1040-41. 

Dismissal of Mr. M. D’Cruz, late Offg. Stores Superintendent, 
Howrah, 959-60. 
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BAILWAY(S) — contd. 

East Indiai^ — contd. 

Question re— contd. 

Dismissal of Mr. Wells, Chief Controller of Stores, . 210. 

Dismissal of the Controller of Stores, . 961. 

Disposal of castor cake and cake dust at Manauri station on the . 

1480. 

Entraining of passengers at the temporary stations on the Poonpon 
river, . 2105. 

Excess of mineral oil disclosed as a result of verification by the 

Audit Department of the in 1924. 956-59. 

Fares on the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 

India Railway, ttie North Western Railway and the . 804, 

804-09. 

Fatal accidents at the level crossing in Jamalpur, . 1829-30. 

First and second class waiting room at Rafigunj station on the . 

530. 

First day payment for employees of and furlough figures. 

215-16. 

Frequent disrhissals on the Oudh and Rohilkhand section of the 
. 1484. 

Grant of an additional allowance to the clerical staff of the office 

of the Commercial Manager, . 205p. 

Grants from the fine fund of the to European and Indian schools. 

2046-47. 

Grievances of Indian guards employed at Sahebgunge on the . 

717-18. 

Guarantee Fund, . 2433, 2434-35. 

Improved waiting sheds at loop line stations of the . 332. 

Indebtedness of the to Mr. M. D^Cruz. 961. 

Issue of tickets to third class passengers at Hapur station on the 
. 2430-31. 

Lack of proper management for crossing the railway line at Hapur 
station on the . 1039-40. 

Leave rules for Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians in the Sub- 
ordinate Service of the . 1905. 

Names of members of the Advisory Committees of the North-Western 
Railway and the . 14S1. 

Number of clerical staff and Inspectors transferred from Lucknow to 

Calcutta from the different head offices of the . 2050. 

Number of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian guards and drivers 
on the . 1521. 

Office hours of the clerical staff of the stationed at Jamalpur. 

716. 

Overworked assistant station masters and pointsmen on the . 

1484-85. 

Paucity of waiting sheds at rural stations on the M. G. section of 
the . 2105. 

Procedure followed by the in reimbursing itself for losses caused 

by the saff. 2433-34. 

Proportion of Mussalmans in the Chief Auditors^ Offices, , and. 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 383. 

Provision of quarters or grant of a house allowance on lien thereof' 
to Indian guards of the . 714-15.^ 
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JSAILWAY(S)-contd., 

East Indian — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Reduction of the working hours of the booking, parcel and other 
staff employed on the . 717. 

Reinstatement of Mr. M. D’Cruz and live other subordinates dis- 
missed by the in connection with the Cotton Waste case. 

960-61. 

Rent for office buildings for the Traffic Audit Office of the at 

Calcutta. 2051. 

Reservation of first and second class compartments on the . 

147. 

Running of a shuttle train from Buxar to Mokameh on the . 

2423. 

Scale of pay and allowances of the staff of the transferred to 

the North Western Railway. 736. 

Schools maintained by the in Bengal and the United Provinces. 

2784. 

Staff of the Traffic Audit Office of the . 2051, 2052. 

Subscriptions to the Guarantee Fund from the employees of the 
. 2434. 

Total mileage of the , etc. 2049-50. 

Transfer of certain officers of the from Lucknow to Calcutta. 

2051-52. 

Want of a third class waiting room at Gaya on the . 2241. 

Weekend concession tickets on the . 2431-32. 


Eastern Bengal — 

Question re— 

Appointment of Indians as class guards on the 1644-45. 

Complaints against Travelling Ticket Checkers of the . 1507 

Expenditure on the housing of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian 

staff of the Traffic Department, . 1507-08. 

Grants-in-aid to European and Indian Railway Institutes by the . 

1645 

Improvement of the quarters for the Indian staff of the . 1506. 

Indian guards of the . 1644. 

Medical certificates of employees in the . 1506. 

New rolling stock on the during 1926-27. 333. 

Pay of Indian drivers on the . 1645. . t 

Proportion of Mussalmans in the Chief Auditors Offices, East Indian 

R^apStment of Messrs. Mathews and Macquire, insolvents, by 

Re^uitment^5*^Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians in the Traffic 

Department, . 1508. 

Reduction of fares on the • 331-32, 2460. 

Sanction of street lights for the European 
. 1.506-07. 

Unsafe condition of quarters in occupation 
Rajabhatkhawa, . 1506. 

Faridpur-Charmaguria— . n • i 1.100 

Question re extension of the to Barisal. 1488. 


colony of Parbatipur, 
of the menial staff of 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


m 


rAlLWAY{S)-contd. 

Gaya Sherghatty — 

Question re . 2105. 

Great Indian Peninsula- 
Question re— 

Action taken by the Railway Board on appeals from men dismissed 

by the East Indian Railway and the . 955-56. 

Appointment of Mr. T. G. Russell as permanent Agent of the . 

2045. 

Confirmation of subordinates of the employed to officiate as 

officers. 2756-57. 

Deputy Transportation Superintendent (Traction), . 950-51. 

Dismissals on the East Indian Railway and the . 955. 

Employment of subordinates of the in higher appointments 

without enhancement of salaries. 2755-56. 

Engineering contracts on the . 791-92. 

Leave rules for Indians on the . 2049. 

Leave rules of the . 1508. 

Long hours of work of the staff on the . 2755. 

New alignment of the between Khansala and Karjat. 1530. 

Number of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian guards and drivers 
on the . 1521. 

Omission of the expenditure on the Kargali Colliery from the grant 
for the . 2917-18. 

Permanent employment of the Audit and Accounts staff of the . 

1658-59. 

Purchase of steel from the Tata Works for the electrification structure 

work on the . 1514. 

Realignment of the . 153. 

Reconstruction of the bridges over the Nerbudda on the and 

the Bengal Nagpur Railway in the district of Jubbulpore, etc. 
815. 

Reduction of the entire staff of Food Inspectors on the . 2249. 

Representation of the Passengers and Traffic Relief Association, 

Bombay, on the Advisory Committee of the and the Bombay, 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 2455. 

Running of trains without alarm chains on the . 2456. 

Sleeping accommodation for third class passengers on the . 2761. 

Supply by the Tata Steel Coy. of electric power for the electrification 

of portions of the . 1514-15. 

The Power Station Schemes. 2452-54. 

Transfer of rolling stock to the North Western Railway and the . 

2917. 

Travelling cinema on the . 875-76. 

Guntur-Gurzala-Machirla— 

Question re . 2760. 

Hapur, Mowara-Luxar— 

Question re proposed 2520. 

Hindubagh-Fort Sandeman— 

Question re estimated loss in working the . 146. 

K^ashipur-Kalagarh- 

Question re alignment of the . 524. 
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BAILWAY(S)-co«e^^. 

Eohat-Thal — 

Question re extension of the to Parachinar in the Kurrum valley. 

2182. 

Madras and Southern Mahratta — 

Question re — 

Indians to succeed short term European officers on and South 

Indian Railway. 285-86. 

Joining of the main line of the from Pittapur to Cocanada. 

963. 

Prevention of burglaries at stations on the South Indian Railway 
and the . 950. 

Mangalore Hasan— 

Question re proposals for line. 192-93. 

MaA Lukki and Tank — 

Question re fares on the . 1308-09. 

Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi — 

Question re construction of the . 377-78. 

North Western — 

Question re — 

Accrual of the credits on account of the sale-proceeds of engines 
sold to other Railways to the revenue account of the . 2918. 

Advance of a house building . loan to Mr. G. Zakria Khan, an 
officer of the . . 2907. 

Architect for the . 2865-66. 

Cost of an “ at Home '' given to Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan, Assistant 
Audit Officer, . 2906. 

Decrease in the gross earnings of during 1926 owing to the com- 

petition of motors. 351-52. 

Difficulties of Sindhi employees of the — ^ serving in the Punjab 
and the United Provinces. 2036. 

Discontinuance of the use of oil-cloth cushions in intermediate class 
compartments on the East Indian Railway and the . 1040-41. 

Extension of service granted to Mr. C. H. Withers, Foreman, Elec- 
trical Department, Carriage and 'Wagon, Moghulpura, . 2436- 

37. 

Extension of Texila-Havelian Branch of the in the direction 

of Abbottabad, Mansera, etc. 2181. 

Fares on the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway, the and the East Indian Railway. 804, 804-09. 

Grant of three days' allowances to outdoor staff attending the 
‘‘ At Home " to Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan, Assistant Audit Officer, 
. 2906-07. 

Hindu and Muslim clerks in the office of the Divisional Superin- 

tendent, , Delhi. 171. 

Improvements at Karachi, Pindi and Sukkur workshops on to 

obviate reduction of staff. 197-99. 

Inadequate representation of Muslims in the Head and Divisional 
Offices of the . 2172. 

Increase in the number of Sikhs employed in the offices of the Agent, 
and the Chief Auditor, . 964. 

Latrines in intermediate class compartments on the — r* 
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-IIAILWAY(S) —contd, 

North-Western — contd. 

Question m^contd, 

Muslim clerks in the office of the Divisional Audit Officer, , 

Delhi. 170. 

Muslims in the Audit Office, , Delhi Division. 2171. 

Names of members of the Advisory Committee of the and the 

East Indian Railway. 1481. 

Number of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian guards and drivers 
on the . 1521. 

Procedure adopted by the in cases of alleged fraud by the 

contractors and employees. 956. 

Proportion of Mussalmans in Divisional Superintendents' Office and 

Divisional Audit Office, . 383-84. 

Provision of platforms at the principal stations on the Shahadara- 
Sangla line of the . 523. 

Representation of different communities holding appointments of 

assistant station masters, station masters and guards on the . 

1478. 

Representation of Muslims in the offices of the . 737. 

Reservation of compartments on the . 2594. 

Restricjtion of clerical appointments to first division matriculates by 
the Chief Auditor, . 383. 

Scale of pay and allowances of the staff of the East Indian Railway 

transferred to the . 736. 

Sindhis and non-Sindhis employed on the . 2036. 

Small number of Muslims employed in the Traffic and Octroi Depart- 
ments in the North West Frontier section of the . 2589. 

Supersession of senior travelling ticket examiners of the . 2904- 

05. 

Tota^^mount of salaries drawn by the Hindu and Muslim clerks in 
the office of the Divisional Audit Office, Delhi. 171. 

Time tables of the . 2421. 

Transfer of locomotives from the to other State-worked railways. 

2912-13. 

Transfer of rolling stock to the and Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway, 2917. 

Travelling ticket examiners of the . 2905-06. 

Unserviceable underpassers on the . 793. 

‘Oudh and Rohilkhand — 

Question re — 

Agreement with employees of the to serve within the jurisdiction 

of that Railway. 2052. 

Allowances of officers of the transferred to Calcutta. 2050. 

Oollapalem-Singarayakonda Kanigiri — 

Question re construction of the . 2760. 

<3uestion rb — 

Accidents on due to the coupling and uncoupling of vehicles. 

1519. 

Allotments for construction of quarters for Europeans, Anglo-Indians 

and Indians, respectively, on different . 293. 

Appointment of a Mechanical Engineer-in-Chief for . 1510. 
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BAILWAY(S) — contd. 

Question rc — contd. 

Appointment of Indians to Superior Service on Indian during 

1926-27. 340-41. 

Charges for the reservation of intermediate and third class compart- 
ments on . 147. 

Construction of a metre gauge between Bilaspur and Mandla in 

the Central Provinces. 528-29, 530. 

Construction of a between Hapur, Mowana and Luxar. 2519-20. 

Construction of a from Ajmer to Kotah Junction. 2417. 

Construction of a from Batala via Butari and Patti to Lahore. 

525. 

Construction of a from Champadanga to Tarakeswar. 1738. 

Construction of a from Charsadda to Swabi in the Peshawar 

^District. 2403. 

Construction of a from Patna to Ranchi. 1734. 

Construction of a from Raj bar i to Jessore via Magura. 2183-84. 

Construction of to serve the country west of the Vizagapaiam 

Harbour. 1743. 

Consumption of Indian and foreign coal on . 436. 

Cost of various types of carriages in use on the . 2432. 

Damage and loss of fruit packages on . 333-34. 

Expenditure on articles in common use on . 1519-20. 

Expenditure on the planting and culture of trees on the different . 

1480, 1481. 

Fares charged per mile for different classes on different . 1392. 

Financial results of the introduction of first and second class return 
tickets on . 1482-83. 

Fitting of automatic centre buffer couplers to rolling stock on . 

150. 

Income from the sale of trees on the different . 1480, 1481. 

Inquiry into grievances of subordinate employees on Indian . 293. 

Intermediate class accommodation on all trains on Madras and 
Southern Mahratta . 441. 

Issue of intermediate and third class return tickets on . 1481-82. 

Judgment of the Allahabad High Court regarding the obligation on 

to lock wagons while carrying goods. 952. 

Levy of surcharge on . 1736-37. 

Manufacture in India of articles in common use on . 151. 

Nomination of members of Advisory Committees for State and other 
. 160. 

Number and price of wagons ordered since 1919 on all . 211. 

Number of European and Indian officers in and Indians recruited 

in 1925 and 1926. 285. 

Number of passengers of the different classes carried on the principal 

during the fiist eight months of 1926-27. 1488. 

Opening of a narrow gauge from Ajmer to Pushkar. 2418. 

Places on the different where castor cake or cake dust is available. 

1480. 

Planting, culture and sale of trees on the different . 1480, 1481. 

Powers of dismissal of Divisional Superintendents on . 2758-69. 

Price of time tables on certain specified . 809-10. 
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RAILWAY(S) — contd. 

Question re—contd. 

Plrovision of amenities for third class passengers by . 877. 

Purchase of coal for . 794. 

between India and Burma. 351. 

Rates charged by on khaddar^ Indian milbmade cloth and foreign 

piecegoods. 1491-92. 

Recognition by the different of Railway Passengers^ Associations. 

1392. 

Recruitment of coolies on the different . 2430. 

Recruitment of gardeners on the Government . 1481. 

Recruitment of Indians to Indian . 339. 

Reduction of passenger fares on . 438*40. 

Reduction of the purchases for made by the Director General of 

Stores in London. 795-96. 

Scheme for training of officers and subordinates on Indian . 294. 

Scrapping of locomotives and wagons in use on . 795. 

Raipur-Vizianagram— 

Question re progress made on the . 1827. 

Rohtak-Bhiwani — 

Question re completion of the . 399. 

Tanjore District Board — 

Question re — 

Government action re extension. 386-91. 

Government proposals re . 430. 

Tellicherry-Mysore — 

Question re . 706. 

Singhjani-Pingna — 

Question re construction of the . 279. 

South Indian— 

Question re — 

Alleged shortage of timber on the . 947. 

Deprivation of Indian officers on the of admissible concessions. 

381-82. 

Existing incumbents of Asiatic domicile entitled to Lee concessions 
in the . 286. 

Inadequate pay of the lowest staff on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
and the . 385-86. 

Indians to succeed short terra European officers on Madras and 

Southern Mahratta Railway and up to 75 per cent. 285-86. 

Omission to extend Leo concessions, to superior Indian officers of 
. 296. 

Prevention of burglaries at stations on the and the Madras and 

Southern Mahratta Railway. 950. 

Purchase of sleepers for the . 1391. 

Refusal of Lee concessions to Indians at present in the . 286. 

Results of the failure of the to place orders for sleepers in 

Malabar. 1391. 

Swarajyd on *^Indianisation on the — 296. 

Use of steel in the construction of stations on the Shoranur-Nilambur 
section of the . 951-52. 
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State — 

Deficient earnings on capital expenditure on . 212. 

Question re — 

Amount of money drawn in salaries by Indian, Anglo-Indian and 
other employees drawing more than Rs. 200 p.m. in . 1036. 

Appointment as probationers in the Transportation (Trafl5c) and 
Commercial Department of . 734. 

Appointment of Engineers on short term covenants for . 876- 

77. 

Chief Storekeepers or Purchasing Officers of . 1043. 

Claims of Muslims to appointments as medical officers of the . 

1745-46. 

Classification under the different races or communities of officers and 

subordinates employed on and company-managed Railways. 

740. 

Clearing House Scheme for . 2049. 

Concessions for officers of Indian and non-Indian domicile on . 

380-81. 

Construction of new stations on . 797. 

Contracts between the Secretary of State for India and the railway 
companies working in India. 740. 

Cost of alterations to ^he American wagons purchased in 1918 for 
. 2432. 

Definition of ^^departmental enquiry^^ in the case of iGovt. servants 
appointed on . 954. 

Delivery of coal purchased for . 794. 

Deprivation of Indian employees of East Indian Railway of 

privileges by unfair agreement. 215. 

Expenditure on the erection of workshops for and company- 

managed Railways. 797. 

Expenditure on the reconstruction of railway stations on . 

2433. 

Hindu refreshment rooms on . 520. 

Inclusion of Economics and History as qualifying sifbjects for the 
examination for the Superior Traffic and Commercial Branches of 
the . 2438-39. 

Inclusion of Railway Economics and certain other subjects in the 
examination for the Commercial Deptts. of . 1524. 

Indians in superior services on . 340. 

Mussalman and other officers in . 296. 

Number of Indians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians drawing salaries 
of more than Rs. 350 a month on . 799. 

Number of posts in on more than Rs. 200 p.m. held by Indians, 

Anglo-Indians and others. 1036r. 

Number of wagons on . 1609-10. 

Number of wagons purchased for since March 1923. 1490. 

Payments made to Consulting Engineers for in respect of fees, 

inspection charges, etc. 793. 

Percentage of Indians, Anglo-Indians and other employees getting 

more than Rs. 200 a month on in the years 1924, 1926 and 

1926. 1036. 
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|lAILWAY(S)~.c*onf4 
State — contcl. 

Question re— cant ci. 

Procedure as to placing of contracts for handling goods on and 

amounts paid during 1925-26, 213-14. 

Provision of electric fans in third class carriages on . 2762- 

63. 

Publication of the time tables in the vernacular. 1479. 

Purchase of coal for . 2432. 

Beduction in freight on . 209. 

Heduction of passenger fares on . 205-08. 

Buies governing the dismissal of employees on and company- 

managed Bailways. 2790. 

Selection of Sikhs for the Indian Bailway Service of Engineers and 

the Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial Departments of . 

966. 

Starting of a Pension Fund under the head ‘Bailway Reserves* in 

connection with the Revenue Establishment. 2914-15. 

Supply of fans in intermediate and third class compartments on 
. 2419. 

Total authorised stock of locomotives on the . 1509. 

Total payments made to the Consulting Engineer to the during 

1925-26. 2035-36. 

Uniform railway fares and rates on . 149-50. 

Wagon requirements of . 1490. 

Watch and Ward Department for . 339, 2047-48. 

State-worked— 

Question re expenditure on surveys of new lines forming part of a 
. 2916. 

Strategic- 
Question re — 

Annual savings accruing to the Army Budget owing to the construc- 
tion of . 146. 

Loss on the working of . 2760. 

RAILWAYS, ACCOUNTANT GENERAL- 

Question re number of Muslim clerks and accoqntants in the office of 
the . 2868. 

RAILWAY ACCOUNTS- 

Question re expenditure incurred on the appointment of experts engaged 
to advise on an improved system of . 160. 

RAILWAYS ACT- 
See under ^‘Act(8)**. 

RAILWAY ADMINISTRATION REPORT- 

Question re publication of for 1925-26. 209-10. 

RAILWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEES- 

Question re action taken on recommendation made by . 877-78.* 
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BAILWAY AUDIT OFFICE(S)- 

Question re examination for the recruitment of accountants for — ^ 
under the Accountant General, Bailways. 169. 

BAILWAY BOARD- 

Budget Demand for 1194-1225, 1226-48, 1251-1300, I316-T4. 

Question re — 

Action taken by the on appeals from men dismissed by the East 

Indian and the Great Indian Peninsula Railways. 955-56. 

Appointment of an Indian as a Member of the . 815. 

Appointment of Indians to . 434. 

Functions and control of . 295. 

Location of the in Delhi, Bombay or Calcutta. 1518. 

Muslim clerks in the office of the 2172: 

Mussalman officers employed in the office of the at Delhi. 1036. 

Barnes of Members of the who have retired during the last eight 

years. 799. 

Publication of ^s evidence before the Tariff Board. 208-09. 

RAILWAY BUDGET- 

Question re adjustment of the amount shown against abandoned pro- 
jects in the Explanatory Memorandum on the for 1927-28. 2916- 

17. 

iSVf- also under ‘^Budget.^’ 

RAILWAY CARRIAGE(S)- 
Question re — 

Construction of lavatories to suit Indians in the higher class . 

518. 

Electric fans in third class . 2761-62. 

Provision of electric fans in third class 804 . 

RAILWAY COLLIERY(IES)— 
under “Colliery(ie8).'^ 

RAILWAY COMPANY(IES)- 
Delhi-Umbala-Kalka— 

Question re— 

Cost of lands provided free to the old . 2916. 

Contracts between the Secretary of estate for India and the 

working State Railways in India. 740. 

Method adopted by in America' showing expenditure distributed 

between passenger and goods working. 147-48. 

RAILWAY COOLIES- 

Question re harassment of the travelling public by at Delhi Junc- 

tion. 2785. 

BAILWAY CROSSING- 

Question te underground bridge for traffic at the -7— near Meerut City} 
station. 1040. 
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RAILWAY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Depreciation Funds of the Postal and Telegraph Department and the 
. 2916-16. 

Technical section of the . 2913. 

RAILWAY ECONOMICS— 

Question re inclusion of ~ and certain other subjects in the examina^ 
tion for the Commercial Depts. of State Railways. 1524. 

RAILWAY EMBANKMENTS- 

Question re filling up of ditches near . 629-30. 

RAILWAY EMPLOYEE(S)— 

Question re — 

Advance of house buildmg loans to . 2907. 

Grievances of subordinate . 199-200. 

Name of the officer entrusted with the investigation of the question 

of educational facilities for children of . 2917. 

Rules regarding the transfer of from one province to another. 

2449. 

Transfers of from one railway system to another. 2449. 

Transfer of from the United Provinces to Bengal. 2449. 

RAILWAY EMPLOYEES UNION(S)— 

See under '‘Union(8)’\ 

RAILWAY FARES— 

Question re — 

Estimated loss on account of the reduction of — — . 1489. 

Financial effect of the last reduction of . 1488-89. 

RAILWAY FARES AND RATES— 

Question re uniform — on State Railways. 149-50. 

RAILWAY INSTITUTE(S)— 

Question re grants-in-aid to European and Indian by the Eastern 

Bengal Railway. 1645. 

RAILWAY LINES— 

Question re — 

Beggar nuisance on Government . 344. 

Completion of the Nidaduol-Narsapur and Godwada>-Bhimavaram 

. 963-64. 

Fencing of . 523. 

from Chakia to Karnowl on the Bengal and North-Western 

Railways. 319. 

Qrasing lands near — . 14S1. 

Lack of proper arrangements for crossing the at Hapur station 

on the East IndiaAi Railway. 1039-40. 

Proposed new between Lyallpur, Jaranwala and Jhumra Cheniot 

623. 
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IIAILWAY MAIL SERVICE- 
Questi%n re— 

Allegations against Babu Kasiswar Lala, sub record clerk of the 

at Narayanganj. 743-44. 

Appointment of Babu Kasiswar Lala as sub-record clerk of the 

at Narayanganj. 743. 

Case of Babu Raj Kumar Mukerjee, Inspector, . 720. 

Employment of van peons for all the sections of the . 2413. 

Grant of house rent allowances to the mail guards and other inferior 

servants of the in the Madras Presidency. 889. 

Grant of out-station allowance to employees of the , 2519. 

Increase of leave reserves for the Post Office and the . 2409. 

Number of Muhammadan, Hindu and Sikh Inspectors of Post Offices 

and the in the Punjab. 965. / 

Provision of electric fans in the office in Madras, etc. 284^^ 

Scales of pay of sorters of the . 886. 

Time test of the . 886-88, 2848. 

Working hours of employees of the . 888-89. 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE, ‘T’’ DIVISION- 

Question /v? punishment inflicted by Lieut. Shujat Ali, Superinten- 
dent, . 2854. 

FAILWAY PASSENGERS^ ASSOCIATIONS- 

Question re recognition 1^ the different railways of . 1392. 

RAILWAY PLATFORMS- 
Question re — 

Contract for the sale of articles on on the Bombay, Baroda and 

Central India Railway. 2429-30. 

Grant of licenses to vendors on . 2429. 

RAILWAY PRACTICE AND MANAGEMENT- 

Question re training of Indians abroad in . 951. 

RAILWAY OFFICE- 

Question re removal of the from Lucknow to Calcutta. 166. 

RAILWAY OFFICER(S)- 
Question re — 

Recruitment of Indian 
284-85. 

Training college for 

RAILWAY. RESERVES- 

Question re starting of a pension fund under the head in con- 

nection with the State Railway Revenue Establishment. 2914-15. 

RAILWAY RESERVE FUND- 

Question re and reduction of fares. 208. 


up to 75 per cent, up to end of 1926. 

— - at Dehra Dun. 2244-45. 
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RAILWAY REVENUE ACCOUNT- 

Question re debiting of freight and incidental charges on stores to 
the . 2913-14. 

RAILWAY SCHOOLS- 

Question 
2784-86. 

Expenditure on — - for Europeans and Indians. 2784. 

Utilisation of the fine fund at Moradabad for the upkeep and im* 
provement of the Prince of Wales* . 1485. 

RAILWAYS, SENIOR GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR OF— 

Question re transfer of the office of the from Madras to Ootaca- 

mund. 1390. 


RAILWAY SERVICE- 
Question re — 

Appointments in the Traffic Branch of the . 2445. 

Indian Christians in the superior grades of the and the Posts 

and Telegraphs and Customs services. 1743. 

Names, qualifications, periods of service and posts now filled by the 
three most senior Indians in the . 815-16. 

RAILWAY SERVICE OF ENGINEER(S)— 

Question u selection of Sikhs for the Indian and the Transporta- 

tion (Traffic) and Commercial Departments of State Railw^ays. 966. 

RAILWAY STATION(S)— 

Question re — 

Construction of new on State Railways. 797. 

Expenditure on the reconstruction of on State Railways. 2433. 

Location of the at Reper. 398-99. ^ 

Names of the where raised platforms will be constructed. 2763. 

New at Lucknow. J66 67. 

Provision of lights in compound leading to the third class waiting 
shed at Hissar . 803-04. 

Remodelling of the at Kalka . 352-53. 

RAILWAY TIMINGS— 

Question re — 

Advertising of . 1479. 

Expenditure on advertisements relating to . 1479. 

RAILWAY TRAINING SCHOOL, CHANDAUSI— 

Question re — — . 1907-08. 

RAILWAY WORKSHOPS- 

Question re number of men employed in . 1510. 

RAIPUR-VIZIANAGRAM RAILWAY-^ 

See under '*Railway(B).'^ 
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BAISINA- 

Question re article in the Hindustan Times, dated the 7th Febrtarjr^ 
1927, entitled ‘‘Life in 2765-06 

RAJABHATKHAWA— 

Question re unsafe condition of quarters in occupation of the menial 
staff of , Eastern Bengal Railway. 1506. 

RAJAH, Rao Bahadur M. C.- 

Election of to the panel of the Standing Committee on Emigra- 

tion. 613. 

Genera] Discussion of the General Budgets. 1692-93. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Question re — 

Annual expenditure on Cantonment Fund Office establishment in 
third class cantonments. 2872-73. 

Cantonment Fund net receipts and expenditure for 1925-26 in respect 
* of cantonments without elected or nominated boards. 2872. 
Qualifications of persons entrusted with the preparation of assessment 
lists in cantonments. 2873. 

RAJAN BAKHSH SHAH, Khan Bahadur MAKHDUM- 
General Discussion of the General Budget. 1713-14. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the Co-operative Department of the 
Delhi Province. 2176-77. 

Number of Hindu and Muslim Co-operative Societies registered in 
the Delhi Province from the 1st August, 1926, to the 15th January, 
1927. 2177. 

Rejection of the offer of a respectable gentleman of the Delhi Pro- 
vince to work in an honorary capacity in the cause of Co-operative 
Societies. 2177. 

RAJBARI- 

Question re construction of a railway from to Jessore via Magura. 

2183-84. 

RAJfPUTANA- 

Budget Demand for “ 2324. 

Question re number and grades |^f schools for Europeans in Ajmer- 
Merwata and . 2104. 

RAMACHANDRAM, Mr. N.— 

Question re transfer of , Honorary Secretary of the Coimbatore 

Branch of the All-India Postal and Railway Mail Service Union, 
from Coimbatore West to Gudalur. 729. 

RAMIAH, Mr. K. V.— 

Question re refund of a sum of money recovered from , a postal 

clerk in the Nilgiri Division. 2847-48. 
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BAM KISHAN, Dr.— 

Question re grant of a certificate to , private medical practitioner 

of Pattoki, for services rendered by him to injured passengers during 
the collision at Harpa. 662. 

BAMOSHIS— 

Question re provision for Mahars, and Mangs in the Army. 191. 

SIAMZAN- 

Question re oflBice hours of Muslims in the oflice of the Deputy Account- 
ant General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi, during the . 2843-44. 

BANANJAYA STNGH, KUMAP- 
Oath of Office. 3. 

RANCHI— 

Question re construction of a railway from Patna to . 1734. 

RANG BEHARI LAL, Lala - 
Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re — 

Contracts for the supply ol porters for Delhi railway station. 2785. 
iGrant of mineral rights to a South African Firm in the North-West 
Frontier Province. 1498. 

Harassment of the travelling public by railway coolies at Delhi Junc- 
tion. 2765. 

Inspectors appointed to supervise the work of the coolie contractor at 
Delhi Junction. 2785-86. 

Number of South Africans or South African Firms trading in India. 
1498. 

Representatives of different communities holding appointments of 
assistant station masters, station masters and guards on tihe North 
Western Railway. 1478. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill- 
Consideration of clause 3. 1096. 

RANGA IYER, Mr. C. S.- 

Demand for Supplementary Grat^ in respect of — 

^‘Audit” (Railways). 2828-30 ' 

**Staff, Household and Allowances of the Governor General.’' 630-31. 
Election of — to the Public Accounts Committee. 103. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1151-53, 1168. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Motion to pass as amended. 2674-78, 2680-2703, 2713, 2714, 2715. 

Motion for Adjournment re attendance of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
at meetings of the Legislative Assembly. 29-30. 

Motion for Adjournment to call attention to the decision of the Govern- 
ment of India not to publish the Report of the Indian Deputation to 
Fiji. 402-03. 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. 977, 1611-13, 1014. 
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RANGA IYER, Mr. C. S,-contd. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for '*Army Department’\ (General 
policy and expenditure.) 2235-40, 2271. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Executive Councir\ (Attitude 
of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue.) 1922-24, 1962: 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^ ^Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department*'. (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates.) 2070-73y 
2076. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department". (Policy pursued by the Department in general.) 2012. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Railway Board" (Grievances, 
of subordinate railway employees.) 1296-1300, 1316-19, 1336. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

i 

Question re — 

Agreements with employees of the Oiidh and Rohilkhand Railway to 
serve within the jurisdiction of that Railway. 2052. 

Allowances of officers of the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway transferred 
to Calcutta. 2050, 2052. 

Appointment of Chaukidais for Indian clerks' quarters in New Delhi. 
2460. 

Appointments in the clerical service and as probationers in the subor- 
dinate accounts service under the Accountant Generar, Central 
Revenues. 2185. 

Assistant Income-tax Officers in the Punjab. 2184. 

Class of appointment provided for candidates who have passed in both 
the lower and upper division examinations of the Staff Selection 
Board. 2184. 

Classification of administrative and ministerial officers of the Postal 
Department. 2428-29. 

Grant of an additional allowance to the clerical staff of the office of 
the Commercial Manager, East Indian Railway. 2050. 

Holidays in the Imperial Secretariat. 2458. 

Inclusion of commercial subjects in certain public examinations. 1524. 
Inclusion of commercial subjects in the Indian Audit and AccountB 
Service examination. 1523. 

Inclusion of Railway Economics and certain other subjects in the exami- 
nation for the Commercial Departments of State Railways. 1524. 
Inter departmental transfers of. men in the Secretariat and Attached 
Offices, etc. 2592-93. 

Number of clerical staff and Inspectors transferred from Lucknow to- 
Calcutta from the different head offices of the East Indian Railway. 
2050. 

Rent for office buildings for the Traffic Audit Office of the East Indian 
Railway at Calcutta. 2051. 

Retention of honeycomb brick work foi* bathrooms of "D" type Indian 
clerks' quarters in New Delhi. 2459. 

Staff of the Traffic Audit Office of the East Indian Railway. 2051, 2062. 
Total mileage of the East Indian Railway, etc. 2049-60. 

Transfer of certain offices of the Eaet Indian Railway from Lucknow to 
Calcutta. 2051-52. 
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KANGA IYER, Mr. C. S.-cotUd, 

Question re — contd. 

Water rates in orthodox and unorthodox quarters in New Delhi. 2458^ 
59. 

Question (Supplementary) re introduction of legislation regarding the- 
machinery for settling labour disputes. 711. 

Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 557-58. 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 466, 480. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 894 , 896. 


RANGASWAMIER, Mr. V. R.~ 

Question re case of , a clerk in the Tirupur post office in the Nilgirk 

Division. 1731. 

RANGOON- 

Question re removal of the arsenal in to Mingaladon. 2585-86. 

RAO, Mi?. G. 8ARVOTHAM— 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-28. 2679. 

Oath of Office. 2. 

RATIO- 

Question rr — 

Number of representations received in connection with the exchange* 
. 1(H3. 

Protest against the proposed !«?. 6^/. . 511*12. 

RAU, Mr. H. B.- 

.Question re collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordinate* 

staff to meet the cost of a farewell party to , Director of Audit, 

Ignited Provinces. 721. 

RATI, Mr. H. SHANKAR— 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1639-42. 

Oath of Office. 1473. 

RAVEN COMMITTEE— 

Question re remarks of the regarding locomotive boilers and rolling- 

stock. 795. 

RAWALPINDI- 

Question re participation of 36 clerks of the Postal Department, , iir 

election campaign of a particular cai^didate for the Legislative Assembly.. 
2245-47. 

READER POSTMAN(EN)— 

Question re— 

Replacement by clerks of the at the Delhi head office. 1821. • 
Uniforms of postmen, overseers and . 1819-20. 
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Headers in post office(S)-- ^ , 

Question re discontinuance of the practice of signing as escorra 

postmen. 953. 

REBATE(S>- 

Question re received from shipping companies on passages booked 

by Government for its officials. 737. 

REBELLION-- 

Question re expenditure in connection with the in Malabar. 192. 

RECEIPT(S)- 

Question re cantonment fund net and expenditure for 1925-26 in 

respect of cantonments without elected or nominated boards. 2872 

RECOMMENDATION(S)- 

♦ 

Question re — ^ 

Action taken on made by Advisory Committees of Railways. 877- 

78. 

Annual additional expenditure to be incurred for services in Burma as 
a result of the of the Lee Commission. 2457. 

— of the Lee Commission regarding the Indian Medical Service. 2451. 

RECRUITMENT- 
Question re — 

Abolition of direct to Imperial Educational Services in Bengal. 

295. 

Inadequate of minorities to the Audit and Account offices. 382-83. 

of clerks in the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 

2783-84. 

of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians in the Traffic Depart- 
ments, Eastern Bengal Railway. 1508. 

of Indian railway officers up to 75 per cent, up to end of 1926. 284- 

^85. 

— of Indians on Indian Railways. 339. 

— of Indians to the Army in India Reserve of Officers. 2521-22. 

of Sikhs in certain offices. 531. 

Stoppage of the of Hindus in the postal service of the Punjab and 

North-West Frontier Circles. 2781. 

REFERENCE CLERKS— 

Question re pay of . 1049-50. 

'REFERENCE DUTY(IES)- 

Question re in Civil Accounts Offices, etc. 2866. 

TtEFORMR- 
Question re — 

Appointment of the Royal Comifiission on . 2045-46. 

Extension of the to the North-West Frontier Province. 881-82, 

1909. 

Speech of the Maharaja of Benares regarding the — . 609-10. 
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HEFBESHMENT ROOM(S>— 

Question re Hindu on State-managed Bailways. 620. 

BEFUNDS- 

Budget Demand for 2323. 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of 626. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ^ 639. 

^Questipn re — 

of a sum of money recovered from Mr. K. V. Ramiah, a postal 

<;lerk in the Nilgiri Division. 2847-48. 

of tooney order commissions. 1039. 

BEFUND SECTION-- 

Question re ‘distinctions between the Requisition and Registration clerks 
of the - — . 1049-50. 

REGISTERED ARTICLES— 

Question re time limit for complaints regarding non-delivery of and 

money orders. 1822-23. 

REGISTRATION AND REQUISITION CLERKS— 

Question re distinction between the of the message room. 1049-50. 

REGISTRATION COMMISSION— 

Question re exemption of societies^ institutions or banks from payment 
of . 2908 

REGISTRATION DEPARTMENT— 

Question re employment of leave reserves in the and Parcel Depart- 

ment of the Calcutta General Post Office. 2409. 

REGULATIONS— 

Question re regarding admission, pay and prospects of members of 

the general and station services in the Telegraph Department. 162-64. 

RELIEVING STAFF— 

Question re provision of a rest room for the at Moradabad 1485. 

RELIGIOUS MINISTRATIONS- 

Question re to Indian sepoys. 2515. 

RENDEL, PALMER AND TRITTON, Messrs— 

Question re expiry of the contract with . 952. 

BENT- 

Question re — 

Annual of houses in Baroda Cantonment. 2442-43. 

Assessment of for officers for bungalows and clerks^ quarters im 

New Delhi. 2865. 

of quarters and bungalows in New Delhi. 520-21. 
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EEORGANJSATION— 

. Question re — 

of the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 286G- 

60. 

Additional staff for work in the office of the Accountant General^ 

Central Revenues. 2782-83. 

REPEALING AND AMENDING BILL- 
See under “Bi!l(s)”. 

REPER- 

Question rf location of the railway station at . 398-99. 

REPORT(S)— 

Presentation of the of the Committee on Petitions re petitions re- 

lating to the Currency Bill. 1747, 2185. 

Fl’esentation of the of the Select Committee on the amendment of 

Standing Orders. 2737. 

Question re — 

Action taken on the of the Indian Deck Passenger Committee. 

2773-74. 

Annual of the agents in Ce>Ion and the Malay States regarding 

the Moral and Material progress of Indian emigrants. 1038-39. 

Date of the despatch of the views of the Government of India to the 

Secretary of State on the of the Auxiliary and Territorial Force® 

Committee. 2406. 

Discussion of the of the Taxation Enquiry Committee. 276. 

of the Back Bay Reclamation Committee. 158. 

of the Economic Inquiry Committee. 2419. 

Prevention by the British Colonial Office of the publication of the 

of the Fiji deputation. 1827. 

Publication of Railway Administration for 1925-26. 209-10. 

Publication of Skeen Committee’s . 184-85, 1.383. 

Publication of the of the Cotton Textile Tariff Board. 1827-26. 

Publication of the of the Fiji Deputation. 356-357, 611-12. 

Publication of the of the Sandhurst Committee 1498-1500. 

Publication of the of the Tariff Board on the mill industry. 1301. 

Supply to the Secretary of State of a of the proceedings of the 

Conference of the provincial ministers of excise, held at Simla. 233S. 

REPRESENTATION(S)- 

Question re number of received in connection with the exchange ratio. 

1043. 

REQUISITION REGISTERING CLERKS OF THE MESSAGE ROOM— 

Question re distribution between and supervisions of the sub-section 

of the message room. 1049-50. 

RESEARCH INSTITT^TE- 

Question re Medical . 2773. 

RESEARCHES- 

Question re conducted by the Imperial Dairy Expert at Bangalore* 

2422-23. 
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BESEKYE BANKS- 

Question re constitution of . 330. 

BESIDENT CLERKS- 

Question re attached to Departments of the Government of India. 

2864. 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS- 

Question re acquisition by Government servants of* Government on 

the hire purchase system. 1517. 

RESIGNATION- 

Question re cancellation of the tendered by Mr. Howe, an engineer. 

716. 

RESOLUTION(S)- 

Question re — 

Action taken by Government on of last Assembly. 430-32. 

Action taken on the relating to the backward tracts in Bihar and 

Orissa. 2106. 

Action taken on unemployment . 342. 

passed recently by the All-India Telegraphists’ Union. 164. 

regarding rupee tenders for the purchase of stores. 1500-01. 

regarding the release of Sardar Kharak Singh. 2420-21. 

rt amalgamation of the Ori^ a-apeaking tracts. 546-77. 

re improvement and expansion of banking facilities. 674-99. 

rt release of the Bengal detenus. 442-507. 

re salaries of the two Members of the Judical Committee of the 

Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2741-54, 2792-2826. 

re treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 578-87, 

641-74. 

RESTAURANT CARS— 

Question rt provision of Hindu on mail and other important trains. 

520. 


REST CAMP— 

Question rt closing of the for British troops at Deolali. 145-46. 

REST ROOM- 

Question rt provision of a for the relieving staff at Moradabad. 1485. 

RETIREMENT— 

Question rt — ^ at the age of 55 of certain postal officials of the Punjab 
and North-West Frontier Circles, 2461. 

RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE- 

Question rt action taken on the recommendations of the . 433. 

RETURN TICKETS- 
Question re— 

Financial results of the introductioh of first and second class — on 
railways. 1482-83. 

Grant of concessions to passengers purchasing second class op the 

metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Rail- 
way. 810. 
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Question re — contd. 

Issue of intermediate and third class on railways. USlfSS. 

Issue of the third class to Gaya. 531. 

Unused of Haj pilgrims. 1908-09. 

REUTERS- 

Question rt Government subsidy to and other News Agencies. 20E- 

03. 

REVENUE- 

Question rr total amount of realized from Burma in 1924-25. 2467. 

REVENUE DIVISIONS- 

Qpestion re extension of the principle of recruitment for post offices itt 
Calcutta and Bombay to adjacent . 2164-65. 

REVENUE ESTABLISHMENT- 

Question rf Indianisation of superior of Transportation (Power) atlcii 

Mechanical Engineering Departments. 343-44 

REVERSE COUNCIL BILL(S)- 
Question re— 

Sale of . 278, 1381. 

Sale of in November and December, 1926. 2174. 

REVERSE COUNCILS--^ 

Question re total amount of sold from April to December, 1926. 297, 

RlCEi — 

Question re export dut> on and petroleum cess in Burma. 2458. 

RIOT(S)- 

Question re * in the district of Backergunj in Bengal 1655-68. 

RISHIKESH- 

Question re projected line from to Karan Prayag. 217. 

ROAD(S)— 

Question re — 

Blocking of village by the Chandil-Barkakhana Railway line. 

1735. 

Improvement of the which links the civil and military stations in 

the Gallia with Murree. 2182. 

Transfer to Government of administered by the district board of 

Peshawar. 2402-03. 

Widening of the from Fort Sandeman towards Draband. 1829. 

ROCKFELLEB FELLOWSHIPS- 
Question re . 1301-02. 


ROHTAK-BHIWANI RAILWAY- 
Set mider “BsilwayCs)*'. 
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KOLLING STOCK— 

Question re— 

Fitting of automatic centre buffer couplers to on railways. I6C. 

New on the Eastern Mengal Railway during 1926-27. 333. 

Railway . 2913. 

Remarks of the Raven Committee regarding locomotive boilers and' 
. 795. 

Transfer of rupees three crores on account of from the capital at 

charge of commercial lines to the capital at charge of strategic 
lines. 148-49. 

Transfer of to the North-Western and Great Indian Peninsula 

Railways. 2917. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS— 

Question re nunjber of attached to the Army in India. 2450-51. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH— 

Question re grant of facilities for the erection of a in New Delhi. 

1742. 

ROOS KEPPEL LANE— 

Question rr action of the Cantonment Authority in Peshawar in regard’ 
to Bungalow No 2, . 2590. 

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE— 

Question re in South Africa. 328. 

ROUTINE SECTION— 

Question rt charge allowance drawn by upper division men holding 
charge of a for Issue Branch in the Government of India Secre- 

tariat 2519. 

ROY, Mr. BHABENDRA CHANDRA— 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re— 

Allowance paid to the iSecretary of the late Staff Selection Board. 
2863. 

Annual increments of men in the second division of the Government of 
India Secretariat. 1387-88. 

Architect for the North-Western Railway. 2865-66. 

Assessment of rent for officers' bungalows and clerks’ quaiters in New 
Delhi. 2865. 

Counting of service for increments in the time-scale of pay of assistants 
and clerks in the Government of India Secretariat. 2864-65. 

Credit taken in the accounts of the Post and Telegraph Department 
for services rendered in respect of certain kindd of non-postal work. 
189H-99. 

Examiners for the Imperial Secretariat examination 2862-63: 
Exemption of Anglo-Indians who w*ere debarred from promotion to 
ffrst division appointments in the Government of India Secretariat. 
1904. 

Extension of the post office life assurance scheme to persons paid from 
local funds 1899-1(R)0. 
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hOY, Mb. BHABENDEA CHANDRA-cofUt/. 

Question re — contd^ 

Indianisation of the office of the High Commissioner for India in 
London. 1902-03. 

Number of Indians holding appointments of Secietary, Joint Secre- 
tary, etc., in the departments of the Government of India. 1900 
Pay and prospects of the clerks in the Imperial Record Department 
1389-90. 

Pay of the staff of the Government of India Secretariat. 2865. 
Percentage of Hindus in the Government of India Secretariat. £863. 
Period of the stay of the Government of India in Delhi. 2863. 

Policy in regard to the Indian Stores Department. 1901. 

Position of an upper time-scale Assistant unfit for promotion to a 
Superintendentship. 2864. 

Post Office Guarantee Fund. 1899. 

*Eecognition of the Imperial Record Department as an attached office 
of the Government of India. 1388-89. 

Recruitment of Anglo-Indians to the second division of the Govern- 
ment of India Secretariat. 1904 

Reduction of the expenditure of the Indian Stores Department, London, 
1901-02. 

Reduction of faros on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 2460. 

Resident clerks attached to Departments of the Government of India. 
2864. 

Revision of the pay of the second division men in the Imperial Record 
Department, 1389. 

Bale of quinine by the post office. 1898. 

.‘Scales of pay of the ministerial establishment of the Government of 
India Secretariat and attached offices. 1388. 

Staff employed on a salary of Rs. 300 and above in connection with the 
construction of New Delhi. 1903. 

Transfer of the Imperial Record Department from Calcutta to New 
Delhi. 1389. 

Utilisation of the profits earned on postal life insurances 1900 
ROY, Mb. K. C.- 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ‘^Aviation”. 1544-46 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 305. 

Motion for Adjournment to call attention to the decision of the Govern- 
ment of India not to publish the Report of the Indian Deputation to 
Fiji. 402. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for **Army Department”. (General 
policy and expenditure.) 2254-50, 2272. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘'Customs”. (Customs policy - 
land frontiers.) 2002. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department”. (Cable and inland press rates.) 2098. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department”. (Division of portfolios and non-appointment of a mem- 
ber for communications.) 2084-85. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department”. (Indo-Ceylon cables.) 2100-01. 
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ROY, Me. K. C. — contd. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Departments^ (Posting of telegrams.) 2099. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Deportmentss. (Press telephone rates.) 2097-98. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department’s. (Telegraph censorship.) 2092-94. 

Negotiable Instruments (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 312. 

Oath of Ofiice. 6. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Allegations against the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 2862. 
Appointment of the Roj^al Commission on Reforms. 2046. 

Differential treatment in poll tax and education in Kenya 186 
Publication of the Report of the Sandhurst Committee. 1500. 
Safeguarding of Government interests over the control of the Indian 
Radio Telegraph Company, Limited. 1652, 1653. 

Resolution re release of the Bengal detenus 481-82. 

ROY, Rai Bahadur TARIT BHUSAN— 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4, 2131-33. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Schedule I. 2615-16. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Customs (Export duty on 
rice.) 2001. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses: Adminis- 
tration” (Rail\\ay8). (Arrangements for the Hardwar-Kumbh Mela.) 
1415-16, 1418, 1420. 

Oath of Office. 145. 

Question re — 

Alleged assault and dismissal of Sukhlal, an employee of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway workshop at Kliaragpur. 1740. 

Dismissals on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1740. 

Provision of comforts for pilgrims to the Kumbh Mela. 1740. 
Resolution re salaries of the two Members of the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2819-20. 


ROY, Sir GANEN— 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department’s. (Posting of telegrams.) 2099. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department’s. (Press telephone rates.) 2098. 

Oath of Office. 5, 1473. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE— 

Question re expenditure on the in India. 1381-82. 

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS- 

Question re constitution of the Civil Medical Service and the . 337- 

38. 
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ROYAL COMMISJSION— 

QuesliOii rt — 

Cost to Indian Exchequer of on Agriculture. 276-77. 

Date of the appointment of the statutory . 165. 

Expenditure on the on Agriculture. 2767-71. 

on Agriculture to visit Sind. 205. 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON REFORMS— 

Question re appointment of the . 2045-46. 

ROYAL HUMANE SOCIETY- 

Question rv grant of the medal of the to tindal Ebrahim 300. 

ROYBAL INDIAN MARINE- 
Question re — 

Provision by the of facilities for gaining the necessary sea exper- 

ience to persons qualified as marine wireless operators. 1825. 
Reconstruction of the . 2120. 

ROYAL INDIAN NAVY— 

Question ;y— 

Expenditure on the . 1906. 

Training of Indian boys for the . 787-88. 

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE, DEHRA DUN- 
Question re number of students at the . 2431. 

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE, SANDHURST- 

Question re admission of candidates to the . 523. 

RULE(S)- 

Question re — 

Amendment of 24 of the Bombay Legislative Council. 15S. 

Changes in the of the Assembly and provincial legislatures 394- 

97. 

framed by the High Courts under the Code of Civil Procedure. 

iC6. 

regarding motion of no confidence in provincial Ministers. 434- 

35. 

RULING(S)- 

by Mr. Deputy President that an Honourable Member could not 

read a letter written by another Member, especially when the Honour- 
able Member who wrote the letter was himself present in the House. 
2385. 

by Mr. Deputy President that the motion to circulate a Bill which 

has been passed by the other Chamber cannot be made. 2884. 

by Mr. President regarding the invalidity of the votes of Members 

who had not taken their oath and had voted in the election for the 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 17. 

by Mr. President regarding the necessity of putting a stop to the’ 

use of the word *SShame’’ which had become so common in the 
Chamber. 1115. 
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KULimm-co7itd. 

by Mr. President that an Honourable Member is not entitled to say 

that a supplementary question does not arise, but that he should sub- 
mit his objection to the Chair for orders. 1126. 

by Mr. President that an Honourable Member was not justified in 

disclosing what happened in the Select Committee beyond what appear- 
ed in the Report of the Select Committee itself. 777 

by Mr. President that, as the amendment of Mr. B. Das sought to 

cancel the notification issued under section 52A of the Government of 
India Act declaring Angul to be a backward tract and thus to enable 
the Assembly to ask questions and move Resolutions regarding the 
Administration of Angul, it was perfectly in order. 643. 

by Mr. President that, as the Indian Forest Bill was a consolidating 

Bill, it would be the duty of the Chairman of the Select Committee to 
which the Bill had been referred to see that the Committee restricted 
itself to the scope of the Bill and that no amendments of substance 
were made. 2899. 

by Mr. President that closure cannot be moved in the midst of a 

speech. 2701. 

by Mr. President that Government have not the last word in debates 

on amendments and, therefore, the debate does not conclude with the 
speech of the Member for Government. 2556. 

by Mr. President that Honourable Members should use restrained 

and guarded language in the Chamber. 2736. 

by Mr. President that if any Honourable Member wants a parti- 
cular question to be thoroughly examined by the House, the best course 
for him would be to put down a Resolution on the subject, but not 
to go into details of the matter in the course of the discussion on the 
Indian Finance Bill on which the general criticism of the policy of the 
Government of India is perfectly admissible. 2706. 

by Mr. President that in respect of the Steel Industry (Protection) 

Bill full discussion would be allowed both on the consideration motion 
and on the motion for recommitting the Bill to the Select Committee ; 
but, if the motion for referring the Bill back was lost, no further 
discussion would be permitted and the motion for consideration would 
also be put to the vote. 749. 

by Mr. President that Mr. Joshi^s amendment to clause 2 of the 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill was out of order as it was clearly a 
proposal for the appropriation of the revenue or monies for a certain 
purpose. 1095. 

by Mr. President that no motion for the omission of a whole errant 

either in the Railway or General Budget is admissible and th.it all 
motions for the reduction of a grant, no matter what the amount is, 
are technically in order unless they take the form for the entire omis- 
sion of the whole Grant. 1914. 

by Mr. President that Rule 47, Appendix 2, of the Legislative Assem- 
bly Rules gives power to the Governor General to allot two days for 
the discussion of one Grant, and as no such allotment had been made, 
the Assembly was entitled to discuss one particular Demand for all 
the days allotted for the discussion of Demands for Grants. 1316 

by Mr. President that when a motion that amendments to Standing 

Orders be referred to a Slec t Committee is accepted, it does not 
commit the House to any principle of those amendments* 372 

T 2 
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RULING(S)-co//cZc/. 

by Mr. President that the Chair would allow Sir Hari Singh (-^o^r 

to move for leave to introduce the Criminal Law Repealing and Amend- 
ing Bill if he accepted the position that he could not put down fu^^ther 
motions on the same Bill on the same day. 360. 

by Mr. President that the motion for adjournment, limited as it 

was to the single narrow issue, namely, that the Government of India 
should not have agreed to send Indian troops to China without refer- 
ence to the Legislative Assembly, was in order. 54-55. 

by Mr. President that the motion for adjournment to call attention 

to the decision of the Government of India not to publish the Report 
of the Indian Deputation to Fiji was not in order. 403. 

by Mr. President that the motion for adjournment to discuss the 

strike at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway was in ordei 
I 978. 

by Mr. President that the question of the ratio raised by clause 4 

of the Currency Bill, together with the amendments thereto, should be 
disposed of first, after w’hich other amendments, if in order, would be 
allowed to he moved. If the House were in favour of the Is. 6tf. as 
against the Is. 4d, ratio, that decision would have to be embodied in 
the other amendments, and the necessary alterations in those amend- 
ments would be permitted by the Chair. The question of the Gold 
.Standard would not be blocked by the procedure outlined. 1835, 1836. 

by President that there is nothing to prevent an Honourable 

Member from cutting down the last rupee in a total grant. 1975. 

by Mr. President that there should be a distinction between a niot.on 

the acceptance of which commits the House to the principle of the 
Bill and a motion which, when carried, does not commit the House to 
the principle of the Bill ; not that on a motion of the latter kind 
Honourable Members are not entitled to raise objections to the prin- 
ciples of the Bill, but in doing so they should be as brief as possible and 
should not go into the details and turn that discussion into the discus- 
sion of a motion the acceptance of which would commit the House 
the principle of the Bill. 849. 

by Mr. President that when an Honourable Member desires that .an 

amendment to his motion should be carried, he should not withdraw 
the original motion but vote for the amendment when it is put. 829 

RUPEES- 

Question total coinage of for 1920 to 1936. 297. 

RUPEE TENDER(S)- 
Question re — 

Draft rules for the introduction of a system of . 2919-20. 

Resolution regarding for the purchase of stores. 1500-01. 

RUSSELL, Mu. T. G.- 

Question re appointment of as permanent Agent of the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 2045. 

RUSSIA- , , ^ , XU 

Question re purchase by the Government of India about the time of tne 

Armistice of American wagons destined for . 792. 
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KUTHNASWAMY, Mr. M.~^ 

General Discussion of the Kailway Budget. 1159-61, 1189. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy appointing to be Chairman 

of the Legislative Assembly. 1. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for *^Army Department^ \ (Report 
of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee : University Train- 
ing Corps.) 2210. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^‘Executive Councir’ (Attl 
tude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue.) 1961- 
65. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department”. (Division of portfolios and non-appointment of a mem- 
ber for communication.) 2088, 2089. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid Indianisa- 
tion of the Railway Services.) 1205. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses : Admi- 
nistration ” (Railways). (Arrangements for the Hardwar-Kumbh 
Mela.) 1420. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Question re — 

Construction of railways to serve the country west of the Vizagapatarn 
Harbour. 1743. 

Grant of facilities for the erection of a Roman Catholic Church in New 
Delhi. 1742. 

Indian Christians in the superior grade of the Railway, Posts and Tele- 
graphs and Customs services. 1743. 

Monthly cost of lighting the Secretariat and Council House Buildings 
in New Delhi. 2513-14. 

Nomination of members of the municipal committee of Berar in Ajmer- 
Merwara. 2613. 

Number of Rormn Catholic Chaplains attached to the Army in India. 
2450-51. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Caretakers for the Secretariat Buildings and the Council House in 
New Delhi. 2764, 2': 65. 

Grant of facilities for building a Roman Catholic Church in New Delhi. 
358. 

Supply by the Government of India of electric energy to the DeU^i 
Electric Tramways and Lighting Company. 2044. 

Thefts in New Delhi. 2766. 

Training of Indian boys for the Royal Indian Navy. 787. 

Resolution re salaries of the two Members of the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2752. 


S 


SADAR KANUNGO- 

Question re abolition of the office of the in Manpur Pargana . 

2040. 

SAHEBGUNGE- 

Question re, grievances of Indian guards employed at — - on the East 
Indian Railway . 717-18. 
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SAHEBGUNQE LOOPLINE PASSENGER TRAIN— 

Question re tbe 43 Up . 616. 

SAKLATWALA, Mr.- 

Question re Article in the Forward of December 23rd, 1926, headed 
and India Office’\ 2335-36. 

SALAMAN, Mr.— 

Question re Articles in the Muslim Outlook regarding the pitiable con- 
dition of , a native of Amritsar, now resident in Auckland, New 

Zealand. 2694, 2846. 

SALARY(IES)- 

Question re — 

Maximum of the Head Clerk to the Assistant Collector of 

Income-tax in the United Provinces. 2854. 

of the Chief Mining Engineer and his staff. 146. ^ 

Total amount of drawn by the Hindu and Muslim clerks in the 

office of the Divisional Audit Officer, North-Western Railway, Delhi. 
171. 

Resolution re of the two Members of the Judicial Committee of 

the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2741-54. 

SALE PROCEEDS— 

Question re accrual of the credits on account of the of engines 

sold to other railways to the revenue account of the North-Western 
Railway. 2918. 

SALT- 

Budget Demand for 2186-2202. 

Question re utilization of the salt swamps adjoining the Vedaranyam 
Factory for the production of . 2908. 

SALT DEPARTMENT— 

Question re number of Sikhs in the . 965. 

SALT SWAMPS- 

Question re utilization of the adjoining the Vedaranyam Factory 

for the production of salt, 2908. 

SANDHURST- 

Question rc admission of candidates to the Royal Military College, 
. 523. 

SANDHURST COMMITTEE- 

Question re publication of the Report of the . 1498-1500. 

SANITARY SUPERINTENDENT, CALCUTTA GENERAL POST 

OFFICE- 

Question re appointment of Mr. O. C. Jacob as a . 2411-12. 

SANTHAL(S)- 

Question re emigration of to the Assam Tea gardens. 334-35. 
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^SANTHAL PARGANAS— 

Befiolution re treatment of the as a backward tract. b*7S'S7. 641- 

74. 

4SARDA, Rai Sahib HARBILAS- 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-28. 2679. 

General Discussion of the iGencral Budget. 1609-10. 

Hindu Child Marriage Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 368. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for 'Indian Postal and Tele- 
graph Department''. (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and 
subordinate services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates.) 
2060-61. 

Oath of OflBice. 5. 

•Question re — 

Appointment^ in the Ajmer-Merwara Education Service on Rs. 100 
and over. 2686. 

Construction of a railway from Ajmer to Kotah Junction. 2417. 
Employment of apprentices in the Central Workshops, Ajmer. 
2419. 

Employment of the people of Ajmer-Merwara in the Provincial Ser- 
vices of the Governor's Provinces. 2417. 

Establishment of a representative committee to manage municipal 
affairs in Pushkar, Ajmer-Merwara. 2418. 

Inaccuracies in the Electoral Roll of the Ajmer-Merwara Consti- 
tuency of the Legislative Assembly. 2103-04. 

Introduction of a time scale of pay in the Anglo-Vernacular and High 
Schools of Ajmer-Merwara. 2418-19. 

Number and grades of schools for Europeans in Ajmer-Merwara and 
Rajputana. 2104. 

Opening of a narrow gauge railway from Ajmer to Pushkar. 2418. 
Racial discrimination in leave and allowances in the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Railway. 300-01. 

Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Ajmer-Merwara. 2419. 

Second mastership in the Government Moinia Islamia High School, 
Ajmer. 2586. 

Through first and second class bogie between Ajmer and Jodhpur 
for convenience of passengers 301. 

Time scale of pay for teachers of Anglo-Vernacular Schools in 
Ajmer-Merwara. 2103. 

SARDAR(S)-~ 

Question re exemption of 2nd and 3rd class of the Deccan under 

Indian Arms Act. 191. 

SARFARAZ HUSSAIN KHAN, Khan Bahadur— 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to postpone consideration of the Bill sine die, 2959. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2672-73. 

Oath of Office. Il91. 
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SABFAKAZ HUSSAIN KHAN, Khan BAHADUR-co^i^^/. 

Question re— 

Abolition of the existing exemption of agricultural income frook 
liability to income-tax. 2336. 

Abolition of the posts of superior oflScers in each of the Departments* 
of the Govt, of India. 2760-61. 

Amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 1905-06. 

Appointment of Judges with Indian experience to the Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council. 2176. 

Appointment of the Boyal Commission on Reforms. 2045-46. 

Appointment of Vakils as Chief Justices of High Courts. 2033. 

Article in the Forward of December 23rd, 1926, headed *^Mr. Saklat- 
wala and India Office’ \ 2335-36. 

Article in the Hindustan Times, dated the 7th February, 1927, en- 
titled ‘‘Life in Raisina.” 2765-66. 

Article in the Searchlight of December 19, 1926, headed “Poll-tax on 

I Sonepore Bridge.” 2335. 

Canteen service for British troops in India. 2337. 

Caretakers for the Secretariat Buildings and the Council House in 
New Delhi. 2763-65. 

Central Haj Committee. 2338. 

Claims of Indians in Tanganyika against the ex-German colony. 
2423. 

Conditions of service of the Indian Unattached List. 2174. 

Control over the public exhibition of cinematograph films. 2247. 

Conventions and recommendations relating to seamen adopted by the 
9th session of the International Labour Conference. 2174-75. 

Conversion of the super-tax on companies into a corporation tax. 
2175. 

Cost of alterations to the American Wagons purchased in 1918 for 
State Railways. 2432. 

Cost of various types of carriages in use on the Railways. 2432-33. 

Courses of instructions given annually at Scotland Yard to officers 
of the Indian Police. 1908. 

Creation of an Indian Navy. 2175. 

Date of despatch of the views of the Government of India to the 
Secretary of State on the Report of the Auxiliary and Territorial 
Forces Committee. 2406. 

Electric fans in third class railway carriages. 2761-62. 

Employment of an Australian Staff Officer as an instructor in the 
Staff College. 2173. 

Expenditure on Indian troops employed outside India. 1904-03. 

Expenditure on the reconstruction of railway stations on State Rail- 
ways. 2433. 

Expenditure on the Royal Indian Navy. 1906. 

Extension of the Reforms to the North-West Frontier Province. 
1909. 

Government House, New Delhi. 2337-38. 

Grants from the fine fund of the East Indian Railway to European 
and Indian Schools. 2046-47. 

Grant of permission to Dr. Sudhindra Bose to return to India from 
America. 2244. 

(Grant of protection to the match industry in India. 2176. 



INOBX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


•281 


SARFARAZ HUSSAIN KHAN, Khan Bahadur — could. 

Question re — contd* 

Grievances of second division clerks of the Army Department and 
the Army Headquarters. 2404-05. 

Inclusion of the cost of the construction of raised platforms under 
the head * Amenities for third class passenKers.’ 2763. 

Leave rules for Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians in the sub- 
ordinate service of the East Indian Railway. 1905. 

Letter in the Forward of the 26th December, 1926, headed ^4^assen- 
ger ill-treated. 2336-37. 

Names of the railway stations where raised platforms will be con- 
structed. 2763. 

Number of caretakers in charge of the Government of India and 
Council buildftigs in Simla and Delhi. 2765. 

Number of Indians in the Political Department. 2405-06. 

Number of meetings of the Standing Advisory Committee attached 
to the Commerce Department in 1925 and 1926. 2337. 

Participation of 36 clerks of the Postal Department, Rawalpindi, 
in an election campaign of a particular candidate for the Legis- 
lative Assembly. 2245-47. 

Provision of electric fans in third class carriages on State Railways. 
2762-63. 

Purchase of coal for State Railways. 2432. 

Railway Training School at Chandausi. 1907-08. 

Recommendations of the Economic Enquiry Committee. 2048. 

Recruitment of Indians to the Army in India Reserve of OfficeVs. 
2621-22. 

Relationsh'p existing between India and the various parts of the 
Empire. 1909. 

Release of Bengal detenus. 2175. 

Replies to starred questions. 2422. 

Researches conducted by the Imperial Dairy Expert at Bangalore. 
2425-23. 

Right of Judicial appeal enjoyed by European British subject? from 
the Indian Courts, 2035. 

Running of a shuttle train from Buxar to Mokameh on the East 
Indian Railway. 2423. 

Sale of Reverse Council Bills in November and December, 1926. 
2174. 

Separation of judicial and executive functions. 2336. 

Shift system in Indian mines. 2048-49. 

Sleeping accommodation for third class passengers on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 2761. 

Subjects discussed at the annual Conference of Financial Representa- 
tives held at Delhi on the 15th November, 1926. 1906-07. 

Supply to the Secretary of State of a report of the proceedincs of^ 
the Conference of the Provincial Ministers of Excise, held at 
Simla. 2335. 

Telegraph training classes in schools and colleges. 2407. 

Thefts in New Delhi. 2766-67. 

Training College for railway officers at Dehra Dun. 2244-45. 

Training of Indians as wireless operators. 2336. 

Unused return tickets of Haj pilgrims. 1908-09. 
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SARFARAZ HUSSAIN KHAN, Khan BAUADVR^-concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Ventilation of the grievances of Government servants. 2621. 

Watch and Ward Department for State Railways. 2047-48. 

Resolution re Salaries of the two Members of the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council possessing Indian experience. 2813-14. 

SASSOON, Sir VICTOR— 

Currency Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1781-88, 1790. 

Consideration of clause 2. 2473-74, 2482. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1870. 

Motion to pass. 2500-02. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2545. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ^'Aviation^\ 1539, 

^ 1540, 1542, 1550-53, 1566. 

Gieneral Discussion of the General Budget. 1593-96, 1726. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1145-47. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule III. 2672-73. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2690, 2691, 2692. 

Indian Income-t^ix (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to circulate. 175-77. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^^Army Department. 

(General policy and expenditure.) 2225. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^‘Railway Board^\ (Poli- 
cy followed in respect of the purchase of stores.) 1262. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re — 

Publication of the Report of the Tariff Board on the mill industry. 
1301. 

Use of aero-photography for purposes of surveys. 2254. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Dangerous condition of the Assembly Chamber, New Delhi. 2679. 
Inauguration of an aerial mail between Bombay and Calcutta. 704. 
Retirement of bachelors from Government service at the age of 55 
years. 731. 

SASTRI, The Right Honourable V. S. SRINIVASA- 
Oath of Office. 1035. 

SATYAGRAHA- 

Question re at Patuakhali. 335. 

SATYA DEVA, SWAMY- 

Question re passport to to visit Europe. 220. 

13AVINGS BANKS- 
Question re— 

Availability of the funds of the Post Office for the local money 

market, etc. 2249. 

Cost of managing the Post Office . 1833-34. 
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'^ SAVINGS BANK DEPARTMENr*— 

Question re— 

Article under the caption in the September issue of the general 

letter of the Madras Circle Postal Union. 2852. 

Sanction of additional staff for the of the Madras General Post 

Office. -2852-63. 

at the Mansiari Post Office. 348. 

SAVINGS BANK LEDGERS- 

Question re grant of allowances to postal clerks for posting interest 

in the . 720-21. 

SCHOLARSHIPS— 

Question re — 

Award of to students of the depressed classes in the Delhi Pro- 

vince. 2180-2181. 

Grant of State to Indians for nautical training in England. 

1191. 

for the study of certain subjects in foreign countries. 2777. 

SCHOOL(S)- 
Question 7*e — 

Civil Aviation in Australia, Canada and Japan. 1501-02. 

Employment of Mussalmans as teachers in Municipal and District 
Board in the Delhi Province. 2178-2181. 

Expenditure on railway for Europeans and Indians. 2784. 

Grant of a site for the Islamia High in the Cantonment of 

Peshawar for the children of retired military officers. 2586-87. 

Grants from the fine fund of the East Indian Railway to European 
and Indian . 2046-47. 

Number and grades of for Europeans in Ajmer-Merwara and 

Rajputana. 2104. 

Opinion of sugar industrial etc. 2776-77. 

Provincialisation of District and Municipal Board . 2786. 

Railway . 2784-85. 

Railway Training at Chandausi. 1907-08. 

maintained by the East Indian Railway in Bengal and the 

United Provinces. 2784. 

Second mastership in the Government Moinia Islamia High , 

Ajmer. 2586. 

Telegraph training classes in and colleges. 2407. 

Time scale of pay for teachers of Anglo-Vernacular in Ajmer- 

Merwara. 2103. 

Utilisation of the fine fund at Moradabad for the upkeep and im- 
provement of the 'Prince of Wales’s railway . 1486. 

^SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENT(S)— 

Budget Demand for ‘‘Other 2319. 

«COTLAND YARD— 

Question re courses of instruction given annually at — =- to officers 

of the Indian Police. 1^8. 
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SEA CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL-- 
See under 

SEAMEN- 

Question re — 

Boycott by Australian of ships intended for China. 879-80. 

Conventions and recommendations relating to adopted by the 

9th session of the International Labour Conference. 2174-75. 

Exclusion of Indian from the United States of America under 

the new American Immigration Bill. 1041. 

SEARCHLIGHT^ 

Question rr article in the of December 19, 1926, headed ‘Toll- 

tax on Sonepore Bridge*'. 2335. 

SEAtCHLIGHT- 

Question re provision of on engines between Delhi and Bhatinda 

on the metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 745. ( 

SECOND CLASS COMPARTMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Provision of electric fans in the of the metre gauge section of 

the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 804. 

Reservation of on the East Indian Railway. 147. 

SECOND CLASS RETURN TICKET(S)~ 

Question re grant of concessions to passengers purchasing on the 

metre gauge section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Rail- 
way. 810. 

SECOND PREFERENCE SHAREHOLDER(S)— 

Question re proposed scheme of arrangements with the of the Tata 

Iron and Steel Company. 2775-76. 

SECRETARIAT- 

Question re — . 

Charge allowance drawn by upper division men holding charge of a 

routine section or Issue Branch in the Government of India . 

2519. 

Completion of the construction of the and the Council House in 

New Delhi. 521. 

Expenditure on the demolition and reconstruction of the domes of the 

Northern Block in the , New Delhi. 2427-28. 

Holidays in the Imperial . 2458. 

Inter-departmental transfers of men in the and Attached Offices, 

etc. 2592-93. 

Monthly cost of lighting the and Council House Buildings in New 

Delhi. 2613-14. 
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SECBETARIAT BUILDING(S)~ 

Question /e caretakers for the and the Council House in New Delhi. 

2763-65. 

BECHETARY— 

Question /t number of Jndiana holding appointments of and Joint 

Secretary, etc., in the Departments of the Government of India. 1900. 

SECRETARY OF STATE- 
Question ?e — 

Council Bills and Telegraphic Transfers drawn on India by the . 

152-53. 

Supply to the of a report of the proceedings of the Conference of 

the Provincial Ministers of Excise, held at Simla. 2335. 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA- 

Budget Demand for '‘Expenditure in England 2325. 

Question /c — 

Contracts between the and the Railway Companies working State 

Railways in India. 740. 

Date of the despatch of the views of the Government of India to the 

on the Report of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee. 

2406. 

Permanent appointments to the Indian Medical Service made by nomi- 
nation by the from 1920 to 1926. 2451. 

SECURITY PRINTING- 

Budget Demand for “Capital Outlay on 2325. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “Capital Outlay on 

639. 

SEHARA BAZAR— 

Question re motor service between Burdwan and . 2416-17. 

SELECT COMMITTEE- 

Presentation of the Report of the on the amendment of the Standing 

Orders. 2737. 

SELECTION GRADE- 

Question re creation of a for Superintendents of Post OflScef 528. 

SELECTION GRADE APPOINTMENT(S)- 
Question re — 

Inadequacy of the number of in the Mvxdras General Post Office 

Group. 2853-54. 

Number of in the Correspondedfce Department of the Calcutta, 

Bombay •and Madras General Post Offices. 4851. 

Number of town sub-offices in Madras city wjiSch justify . 2853. 

'SELF-GOVERNING DOMINIONS- 
See under “Dominions”. 
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SENIOR GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR OF RAILWAYS- 

Question re transfer of the office of the from Madras to Ootacamund. 

1390. 

SEPARATION OF ACCOUNTS FROM AUDIT- 
Budget Demand for 2317. 

SEPARATION OF JUDICIAL AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS— 

Question re — 

. 2336. 

in the United Provinces. 732-33. 

SEPOYS- 

(Juestion re religious ministrations to Indian . 2515. 

SESSIONS COURTS- 

Question re creation of separate Divisional Courts and in Hazara 

and the Mardan sub-divisions of the Peshawar district. 2399. 

SHAFEE, Maulvb^ MUHAMMAD- 

Bengal detenus. 2464. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re revision of the pay of the ministerial staff in Attached Offices 
of the Govt, of India. 1745. 

SHAHADARA-SANGLA LINE— 

Question re provision of platforms at the principal stations on the of 

the North-Western Railway. 523. 

SHAH NAWAZ, Mian MOHAMMAD— 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 1927-28, 2679. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

SHANGHAI- 

Statement laid on the table regarding Indians in Hongkong and 

2462. 

SHAREHOLDER(S)- 

Question re proposed scheme of arrangements with the Second Preference 
of the Tata J^on and Steel Company. 27?5-76. 


SHED- 

Question re for third class passengers at Ghaziabad Junction. 2450. 

SHERVANI, Mr. T. A. K.- 
Oath of Office. 3. 

Question re purchase of raw hides for the Cawnpore Harness and Saddlery 
Factory. 2858-69. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill- 
Motion to pass. HOT 
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SHIFT SYSTEM- 
Question re — 

Introduction of the of work in Indian mines. 709-10. 

in Indian mines. 2048-49. 

SHILLONG- 

Question re extension of the Assam-Bengal Railway line to . 334. 

SHIPS- 

Question re — 

Boycott by Australian seamen of intended for China. 879-80. 

Employment by engaged on the coasting tra(te of wireless opera- 

tors. 1824. 

SHIPPING COMPANIES- 

Question re rebates received from on passages booked by Govern- 

ment for its officials. 737. 

SHRINE(S)- 

Question re attempt of Colonel J. Moran, Military Estates Officer, 
Peshawar, to take possession of a piece of land attached to the Abu 
Turab . 2590-91. 

SHUJAT ALI, Lieut.- 

Question re punishment inflicted by , Superintendent, Railway Mail 

Service, Division. 2854. 

SHUTTLE TRAIN— 

Question re running of a from Buxar to Mokameh on the East Indian 

Railway, 2423. 

SICKNESS- 

Question re allowances to telegraph peons during . 1128. 

SIND- 

Question re — 

Inaccuracy of Electoral Rolls. 377, 

Royal Commission on Agriculture to visit . 205. 

Street names in cantonment bazar area of Hyderabad . 195. 

Policy and expenditure re excavations in (Mohenjo Daro). 184. 

SINDHI(S)-. 

Question re — 

Difficulties of employees of the North-Western Railway serving in 

the Punjab and the United Provinces. 2036. 

and non employed on the North-Western Railway. 2036. 

SINGAPORE— 

Question re — 

Import of betel-nuts from« . 1650. 

Recruitment of Indian labourers for the naval base at — . 2039. 

Cost to the Indian Exchequer of the — scheme. 331. 
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SINGHJANI PINGNA RAILWAY— 

Set under “Railway (s)’\ 

SIKH(S)- 

Question re — 

Appointment of as Assistant Secretaries and Superintendents in 

the Government of India Secretariat. 1497. 

Employment of in the Archieological Department. 625-20. 

Employment of in the Meteorological Department. 526. 

Increase in the number of employed in the offices of the Agent and 

the Chief Auditor, North-Western Railway. 964. 

Number of Hindus, Muhammadans and employed in the office of 

the Postmaster-General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle, and 
, the Deputy Postmaster General, Railway Mail Service, Ambala. 964. 

Number of Muhammadan, Hindu and Inspectors of Post Offices 

and the Railway Mail Service in the Punjab. 965. 

Number of in the Salt Department. 965. 

Number of who appeared at the examination held by the Accountant 

General, Central Revenues, in January last. 966. 

Proportion of Muhammadans, Gurkhas and other Hindus and 

employed* as soldiers and Viccroy^s commissioned officers in the 
Indian Army. 965. 

Recruitment of in certain offices. 531. 

Representation of in the office of the Public Service Commission. 

967. 

Selection of for the Indian Railway Service of Engineers and the 

Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial Departments of State Rail- 
ways. 966. 

Customs Inspectors and Customs Appraisers. 966-67. 

SIKH CANDIDATES— 

Question re at the last examination of the Staff Selection Board. 

624-25. 

SIKH CLERKS- 

Question re employment of in the office of the Accountant General, 

Railways. 525. 

SIKH GURDWARA ACT- 

Question re at the last examination of the Staff Selection Board. 

524-25. 

SILVER COINS- 

Question re Devanagri script on . 515. 

SIMLA- 

Question re — 

Move of the Government of India between and Delhi. 1618. 

Number of caretakers in charge of the Government of India and Coimcil 
buildings in and Delhi. 2765. 

Supply to the Secretary of State of a report of the proceedings of the 

Conference of the Provincial Ministers of Excise, held at . 2336. 

Visitors’ rooms in the Council House, New Delhi, and the Assembly 
Chamber, . 2331-33. 
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SIMLA EXODUS— 

Question re annual cost of from 1921 to 1926. 2162. 

SINGH, Mb. GAYA PRASAD- 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill- 
Motion to postpone consideration of the Bill sine die, 2958>59, 2961. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

Election of to serve on the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-28. 

2679. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1611-15. 

General Discussion of the Railway Budget. 1178-79. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for '‘Army Department”. (Loca- 
tion of troops in Muzaffarpur.) 2287-88. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Salt”. (Manufacture of salt 
on the Orissa Coast.) 2196. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways). (Arrangements for the Hardwar Eumbh Mela.) 
1418. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for "Working Expenses: Admi- 
nistration” (Railways). (Inconveniences suffered by the travelling 
public.) 1427-28. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Question rc — 

Admission of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra to the Assembly. 348. 
Admission of the United States of America to the permanent Court of 
International Justice at the Hague. 1575-76. 

Annual cost of the Simla exodus from 1921 to 1926. 2162. 

Appointment for qualified candidates of the late Staff Selection Board. 
1492-93. 

Appointment of an agent to the Governor General in South Africa. 
2163. 

Appointment of permanent agent of the Government of India in Fiji. 
379. 

Booking facilities for third class passengers. 216. 

Circumstances of alleged fraud in Stores Department, East Indian Rail- 
way. 214. 

Claims of Indians in Tanganyika against ex-German colony. 187. 
Conditions of service of members of the India Unattached List. 1498. 
Construction of the Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi Railway. 377-78. 

Cost of Legation at Kabul. 216. 

Defalcations in the Army Canteen Board. 292. 

Deprivation of Indian employees of East Indian Railway of State Rail- 
way privileges by unfair agreement. 215. 

Details of staff at Kabul Legation. 217, 

Differential treatment in poll-tax and education in Kenya, 185-86 
Emigration of Indians to British Guiana. 356. 

Employment of Indians in the Cypher Bureau of the Foreign and 
Political Department. 1741. 

Examination of system of communal representation. 216. 

Exclusion of Indian seamen from the United States of America under 
the new American Immigration Bill. 1041. 

Facilities to Dr. Sudhindra Bose to visit India. 188-89. 
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SINGH, Mr. GAYA mASAD-^contd. 

Question re — contd. 

First-day payment for employees of East Indian Bail way and furlough 
figures. 215-16. 

Grant of land in New Delhi for building an Anglican Church, Mosques 
or Temples. 357-58. 

Grant of pensions, Provident Fund or Gratuities to the clerical estab- 
lishment of the Auxiliary and Territorial Force Units. 1742. 
Grievances of Indians in East Africa. 946-47. 

Importation of dangerous drugs. 945-46. 

Indian representation on the Fiji Legislative Council. 378-79. 

Location of Imperial Library. 220. 

Memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra, a political detenu. 2^56. 

Minimum wage for Indians in Fiji. 814. 

Naturalization of Indians in the United States of America. 509. 
Non-employment of Indians in certain sections of the Chief of the 
General Staff Branch. 1741-42. 

Number of Indian Superintendents in the Foreign and Political Depart- 
ment. 1741. 

Opening of a Dead Letter Office at Patna. 1577. 

Panama Immigration Law. 1035. 

Passport to Swamy Satya Deva to visit Europe. 220. 

Political and economic status of Indians in Tanganyika. 186-87. 
Prevention of importation of cocaine. 217-19. 

Projected line from Kishikesh to Karanprayag. 217. 

Publication of Skeen Committee's report. 184-85. 

Publication of the Fiji Deputation Report. 356-57. 

Railway line from Chakia to Karnowl on the Bengal and Nerth-Westem 
Railway. 519. ' 

Realization of the loan advanced to the Army Canteen Board by the 
Imperial Bank of India. 1041-42. 

Recruitment for the Indian Army from Bihar and Orissa. 1041. 

Release of political detenus in Bengal. 1042. 

Removal of the disabilities of Indians in Fiji. 813-14. 

Results of last elections to Legislative Assembly. 189. 

Safeguarding of the interests of qualified candidates of the late Staff 
Selection Board. 1493. 

Sale of plots of land round about Mombassa light-house. 187-88. 
Substitution of provident fund for pensions in the different depart- 
ments of the Government of India. 2162-03. 

The Defence Force Ordinance in Kenya. 1824. 

Theft and burglary in New Delhi. 349. 

Tramway between tjhe city of Delhi and New Delhi. 519. 

Unpopularity and inefficiency of Army Canteen Board. 291-92. 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Article in the Hindustan TimeSy dated the 7th February, 1927, entitled 
“Life in Raisina". 2766. 

Civil aviation schools in AustraKa, Canada and Japan. 1502. 

Elected European majority in the Legislative Council of Kenya. 611. 
Envelopes for use of Members of the Legislative Assembly. 1386-87. 
Inaccuracies in the electoral rolls of the constituency of the Legislative 
Assembly in Bihar and Orissa. 2104. 
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«INaH, Mr. GAYA PKASAD— 

Question (Supplementary) re’-^^conid. 

Indianisation of the office of the High Commissioner for India in London. 
1902-03. 

Issue of intermediate and third class return tickets on railways. 1482. 
Net earnings of the Bengal and North-Western Railway. 1496. 
Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Oriya- speaking tracts. 553-55, 666, 577. 

Release of Bengal detenus. 453. 

Salaries of the two Members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2804-06. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 586. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 140-41. 

SINGH, Mr. NARAYAN PRASAD- 
Oath of Office. 4. 

.SINGH, Mr. RAM NARAYAN— 

Currency Bill- 

Consideration of clause 2. 2374. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ‘ ‘Aviation’ \ 1559-62. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee. 17. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2574-75. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Indian Postal atid Telegraph 
Department”. (Dearth of post offices in the Chota Nagpur Division.) 
2014. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Quin- 
quennial Review of Capital Programme.) 1258. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re — 

Blocking of village roads by the Chandil-Barkakhana Railway line. 
1735. 

Construction of a railway from Patna to Ranchi. 1734. 

Conversion of the Dera Ismail Khan-Tank Decauville Railway to 2' 6^ 
gauge. 1829. 

Conversion of the Dhanbad sub-division into the district of Dhanbad. 
610-11. 

Conveyance from Tank by the Decauville Light Railway of passengers 
bound for Dehra Ismail Khan. 1828-29. 

Inclusion of Persian as a compulsory subject in the fourth primary class 
in the North-West Frontier Province. 18^8. 

Number of post offices in the Chota Nagpur Division. 2514. 

Opening of post offices at Lawalung, Bharkatta and other important) 
places in the Hazaribagh district. 1910-11. 

Payment for land acquired for the Chandil-Barkakhana Railway in 
the Chota Nagpur Division. 1735. 

Religious ministrations to Indian sepoys. 2515. 

Sale of certain government land to Nawab Ahmed Nawaz Khan of 
Dehra Ismail Khan. 1828. 

Treatment of the Chota Nagpur Division as a backward tract. 610. 
Widening of the road from Fort Sandeman towards Draband. * 182P* 

XT 2 
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SINGH, Me. RAM NARAYAN--cowt^f. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Action against the contractors and engineers in charge of the Council! 
House, New Delhi. 2332, 2333. 

"Action taken on the Resolution relating to the backward tracts in 
Bihar and Orissa. 2106. 

Caretakers for the Secretariat Buildings and the Council House in 
New Delhi. 2764. 

Memorial to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Mitra, a political detenu. 2858. 

Participation of 36 clerks of the Postal Department, Rawalpin«3i, in: 
an election campaign of a particular candidate for the Legislative^ 
Assembly. 2247. 

Sindhis and non-Sindhis employed on the North Western Railway. 
^ 036 . 

Resolution re — 

Release of Bengal detenus. 499-501. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 581, 582-84. 


SINGH, R\i Bahadur S. N.— 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Resolution re treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 
648-49. 


SINGH, Raja RAGHUNANDAN PRASAD- 
Oath of Office. 1191. 

Question re — 

Agricultural colleges and schools. 2420. 

Baunsi-Naya Dumka-Sainthia Railway project. 1491. 

Changing of the timings of certain trains of the East Indian Railway. 
2243. 

Construction of a new station at Purabsarai on the East Indian Railway. 
1830. 

Export of cows, oxen and Brahmini bulls. 1831. 

Fatal accidents at the level crossing in Jamalpur, East Indian Railway. 
l829-t30. 

Grant of allowances for work on Sundays and holidays to the clerical 
staff of the office of the Deputy Mechanical Engineer, Jamalpur. 
1830. 

Provision of a waiting shed and latrines for third class passengers it 
Monghyr. 1830. 

Bates charged by Railways on Khaddar^ Indian mill-made doth and 
foreign piecegoods. 1491-92. 

Reconstruction of the Royal Indian Marine. 2420. 

Release of political detenus. 1831. 

Report of the Economic Inquiry Committee. 2419. 

Running of an express train between Howrah and Delhi via Jamalpur. 
1830-31. 

Running of certain trains between Patna and Bhagalpur. 1491. 
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:SINGH, Raja RAGHUNANDAN PRASAD-con^eZ. 

Question re — contd. 

Supply of fans in intermediate and third class compartments on State 
Railways. 2419. 

Want of a proper waiting shed and > 2 rinal for purdah ladies at Kiul 
junction. 2243-44. 

SINHA, Kumar GANGANAND--^ 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘‘Indian Postal and Telegr'^ph 
Department’*. (Policy pursued by the Department in general.) 2o09- 
11, 2012 

Oath of Office. 4. 

Presentation of petitions relating to the Currency Bill. 1746-47. 
Question re — 

Abolition of stamp duties on cheques. 327. 

Accidents owing to overcrowding in trains on the Bengal and North 
Western Railway. 334. 

Action taken on unemployment Resolution. 342. 

Additional charge on soft coke. 333. 

Allowances of political detenus. 512-13. 

Alteration of the East Indian Railway time-tables. 517-18. 
Appointments during 1926-27 to the Imperial Customs Service. 340. 
Appointments of Indians to the Indian Civil Service in Bihar ana 
Orissa since 1924. 339. 

Appointments of Indians to the Indian Police Service since 1924. 33S. 
Appointments of Indians to the superior service on Indian Railways 
during 1926-27. 340-41. 

Completion of the construction of the Secretariat and the Council 
House in New Delhi. 521. 

Constitution of Reserve Banks. 330. 

Constitution of the Civil Medical Service and the Royal Army Medical 
Corps 337-38. 

Construction of a branch line from Purnea to Muraliganj. 329. 
Construction of lavatories to suit Indians in the higher class railway 
carriages. 518. 

Cost to Indian Exchequer of Royal Commission on Agriculture. 276- 
77. 

Cost to Indian Exchequer of the Singapore scheme. 331. 

Damage and loss of fruit packages on Railways. 333-34. 

Defence Force Bill in Kenya. 328. 

Devanagri script on silver coins. 515. 

Difference between Air and P. and O. Mail routes. 341. 

Di§cussion of Taxation Inquiry Committee’s report. 276 
Economy Inquiry Committee, 1925. 223. 

Electric bulbs in quarters and bungalows in New Delhi. 521. 
Emigration of Santhals to Assam tea gardens. 334-35. 

Equipment of mercantile marine training ship. 329. 

Extension of the Assam Bengal Railway line to Shillong. 334. 
External Capital Committee, 1925. 223-76. 

Facts regarding the murder of S^vami Shradhanand. 335. 

Grant of gun licences to non-co-operators. 1576. 

Grant of permission to Sj. Pratul Chandra Ganguly, a State prisoner, 
to see his sick mother. 512. 

Glrievances of passengers to Baidyanatha Dham. 516. 
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SINHA, Kumar GANGANAND-co^j«(^. 

Question re — contth 

Health of Mr. Subash Chandra Bose. 543-44, 

Health of Political detenus. 513-14. 

Hindu refreshment rooms on State-managed railways. 520. 

Inaccuracy of Bhagalpiir, Purnea and Santhal Parganas Electoral Bolls; 
377. 

Inclusion of Baidyanatha Dham station in the main line. 517. 
Increase of poll-tax on Indians in Kenya. 328-29. 

Indianisation of the superior services in India. 336-37. 

Indianisation of the superior services on Company railways. 340. 
Indians in superior services in India. 335. 

Indians in superior services on State railways. 340. 

Improved waiting sheds at loop line stations of the East Indian Bailway 
332. 

IiAprovement of the station at Baidyanatha Dham. 517. 

Insufficiency of non-Muhammadan seats for the Purnea district. 330. 
Mail and passenger rates by Air liner. 342. 

New rolling stock on the Eastern Bengal Bail way during 1926-27. 333. 
Number and price of wagons ordered since 1919 on all Bailways. 211 
Opening of Air Mail Service. 328. 

Overcrowding on the Bengal and North-Western Bail way. 333. 

Period of probation of officers of the Indian and Provincial Police Ser- 
vice. 338. 

Permission to Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra to attend meetings of the 
Assembly. 335. 

Prevention of the spread of communal ill-will. 543. 

Promotion from the Provincial Civil Service to the Indian Civil Service 
in Bihar and Orissa. 337. 

Provision of Hindu restaurant cars on mail and other important trains. 
520. 

Publication of inforraatipn relating to careers in Government service. 
515-16. 

Publication of texts of South Indian inscriptions. 327. 

Baising of the platforms at Jasidih junction. 516-17. 
Beconimendations of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee. 330. 
Becruitment of Indians for the Political Department. 339. 

Becruitment of Indians on Indian Bailways. 339. 

Becruitment of Indians to the superior services from the provincial 
services. 336. 

Bediiction of fares on the Eastern Bengal Bailway. 331-32. 

Rents oi quarters and bungalows in New Delhi. 520-21. 

Report of Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee. 341-42. 

Round Table Conference in South Africa. 328. 

Running of convenient through trails between the Capital of Bihar and 
the various mufassil headquarters. 415. 

Sale of Reverse Council Bills. 278. 

Satyagraha at Patuakhali. 335. 

Standardisation of weights and measures. 2779. 

Stoppage of the 7 Up Express at Jasidih. 518. 

Taking of the Oath of Office by Babu Satyendra Chandra Mitra, M.L.A 
514. 

The Deoghar-Dumka Railway. 520. 

The Indian Civil Service Examination in India. 341. 
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t^lNHA, Kumar GANGANAND-concW. 

Question re — concld> 

The 43 Up Sahebgunje loop line passenger train. 615. 

Traffic improvements to facilitate the coal trade. 332. 

Vizagapatam Harbour project. 330-31. 

Watch and Ward Department for State Railways. 339. 

Question (Supplementary) re fitting of automatic centre buffer couplers 
to rolling stock on railways. 150. 

Resolution re — 

Amalgamation of the Or iy a- speaking tracts. 569. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 578-81, 655, 
656, 657, 669-71. 

Societies Registration (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 833. 

SINHA, Mr. AMBIKA PRASAD- 

Election of to the panel for the Central Advisory Council for Rail- 

ways. 546. 

Election .of to the Panel of the Standing Committee on Emigration. 

613. 

Oath of Office. 4. 

SINHA, Mr SIDDHESHWAR— 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^‘Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department”. (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates.) 2065-67. 
Oath of Office. 4. 

Question re — 

Action taken on the Resolution relating to the backward tracts in 
Bihar and Orissa. 2106. 

Construction of shelter for passengers at stations on the M. G. section 
of the East Indian Railway. 530. 

Cows slaughtered for food and cattle breeding. 397-98. 

Depression in the coal trade in Bihar and Orissa. 2329. 

Entraining of passengers at the .temporary stations on the Poonpon 
river, East Indian Railway. 2105. 

First and second class waiting rooms at Rafigunj station on the East 
Indian Railway. 530. 

Gaya Sherghatty Railway. 2105. 

Issue of third class return tickets to Gaya. 531. 

Judgments of the High Courts of Calcutta, Allahabad and Madras re- 
garding Brahmani bulls. 2241. 

Minimum and maximum pay of rural postal peons in the different Pro- 
vinces 2106-06. 

Paucity of waiting sheds at rural stations on the M. G. section of the 
East Indian Railway. 2105. 

Want of a third class waiting room at Gaya on the East Indian Railway. 
2241. 

Resolution re treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 
586-87 

SITE— 

Question re grant of a for an Islamia High School in the Canton- 

ment of Peshawar for the children of retired military officers. *2536- 
87. 
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SKEEN COMMITTEE— 

Question re publication of 's Report. 184-85, 1383. 

SLAUGHTER OF CATTLE— 

See under ''Cattle^\ 

SLEEPEKS- 
Question rc — 

Purchase of for the South Indian Railway. 1391. 

Results of the failure of the South Indian Railway to place orders for 
in Malabar. 1391. 

SLEEPING ACCOMMODATION— 

Question re for third class passengers on the Great Indian Penin- 

, sula Railway. 2761.. 

SMITH, Lieutenant-Colonel W. A.— 

Question re — 

Inspections of branch post offices by . Superintendent of Post 

Offices, Nilgiri Division. 726. 

Number of clerks and leave reserve clerks when services were dispensed 

with by , Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 727. 

Punishments inflicted on his subordinates by , Superintendent of 

Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 727. 

SOCIETIES— 

Question re exemption of , institutions or banks from payment of 

postal, insurance and registration commissions. 2908. 

SOCIETIES REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See under “Bill(s)”. 

SOLDIER(S)- 
Question re — 

Proportion of Muhammadans, Gurkhas and other Hindus and Sikhs 

employed as and Viceroy^ s commissioned officers in the Indian 

Army 965. 

Rash act of a at Chalisgaon station. 154-55. 

Rates at which different articles are supplied to Indian and European 
and officers. 1659. 

Reservation of clerical appointments in Army Headquarters for 

and ex . 2516. 

SOLICITOR TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA— 

Question re appointment of Mr. T. E. T. Upton as . 1515-16. 

SONEPORE BRIDGE— 

Question re article in the Searchlight of December 19, 1926, headed 
'Toll-tax on 2335. 

SORTERS- 

Question re scales of pay of 


of the Railway Mail Service. 886. 
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SORTING WORK-. 

Question re at Poona. 1523. 

SOUTH AFRICA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of an agent to the Governor General in . 2163. 

Contributions of India, Great Britain, Australia, Canada and to 

the League of Nations. 942-43. 

Expenditure on the South Indian Deputation to India and the Indian 

Delegation to . 155-56. 

Round Table Conference in . 328. 

Statement re settlement reached at the Conference recently held in . 

1052-57. 

SOUTH AFRICAN(S)— 

Question re number of or South African firms trading in India. 1498. 

SOUTH AFRICAN DEPUTATION— 

Question re expenditure on t}ie to India and the Indian Delegation 

to South Africa. 155-56. 

SOUTH AFRICAN FIRM(S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of mineral rights to a 
1498. 

Number of South Africans oj 

SOUTH INDIAN TNSCRIPTIONS- 

Question re publication of texts of . 327. 

SOUTH INDIAN RAILWAY— 

See under ‘ 'Railway (s)'\ 

SOUTH KANARA— 

Question re Muhammadan population of the Madras Presidency "^and 

Malabar and , and number of seats allotted to Muhammadans in 

the Madras Legislative Council. 707. 

SPECIAL DUTY-^ 

Question re — 

Officers employed on for long periods in the office of the Director 

General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1037. 

Usual tenure of an officer on at the headquarters of the Govern- 

ment of India. 1037. 

SPECIAL ELECTORATE- 
See under "Electorate(s)''. 

SPECIAL MAGISTRATE— 

Question re appointment of a retired official to perform the dual duties 
of sub-registrar and a of the municipality of Peshawar. 2588 


in the North West Frontier Province. 

' trading in India. 1498. 


:SPECIAL PENSION(S)- 
See under "Pension(s)'’. 
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SPEECH{ES)— 

Question rc delivered by the Maharaja of Burdwan in England. 1037« 

as. 

SRADHANAND, Swami- 

Question re facts regarding the murder of . 335. 

STAFF COLLEGE-^ 

Question re employment of an Australian Staff Officer as an instructor 
in the . 2173. 

STAFF, HOUSEHOLD AND ALLOWANCES OF* THE GOVERNOR 
GENERAL— 

Budfjet Demand for ‘‘ 2315. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ 628-31. 

STAFF SELECTION BOARD— 

Question re — 

Allowance paid to the Secretary of the late . 2863. 

Appointments for qualified candidates of the late . 1492-93. 

Class of appointments provided for candidates who have passed in 

both the lower and upper division examinations of the . 2184. 

Safeguarding of the interests of qualified candidates of the late . 

1493, 

Sikh candidates at the last examination of the . 524-25. 

STAMPS— 

Budget Demand for 2314. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ 627-28. 

Question re apportionment of the shares of the Post Office Department, 
the Telegraph Department and the Civil Department of the revenue 
derived from the sale of postage . 1832-33. 

STAMP DUTIES- 

Questioa re abolition of on cheques. 327. 

STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE— 

Question re number of meetings of the attached to the Commerce 

Department during 1925 and 1926. 2337. 

STANDING COMMITTEE(S)— 

Motion for the election of the panel for the on Emigration. 403-04. 

Motion for the election of a panel for the to advise on subjects 

in the Department of Industries and Labour. 1058-59. 

Postponement of the further consideration of the motion for the election 

of a panel for the to advise on subjects on the Department of 

Industries and Labour. 2967. 

• Question re departmental . 1737. 

Result of the election of members to the panel of the on Emigration. 

612. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION— 

Extension of the time for receiving nominations for election to the panel 
for the . 532. 

STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE— ' 

Election of the , 1927-28. 2679. 

Motion for the election of the . 6. 

Motion by the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett for the election of the 
. 2339. 

Result of the election of the . 16-17, 2679. 

STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR RAILWAYS— 

Motion for the election of the . 6. 

Election of the . 17, 55. 

STANDING t)RDERS— 

Election of Members of the Select Committee on the amendment of 
. 546. 

Amendment of — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 371-74. 

Adopted. 374. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 373, 375,. 

Adopted. 373, 375. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee on the amendment 
of the . 2737. 


STATEMENT(S)- 

by Mr. G. M. Young re expenditure on the despatch of troops to 

China. 2792. 

regarding Bengal detenus. 2462-64. 

(laid on the table) by the Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman 

re names of detenus in jail under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act. 1050-52. 

(laid on the table) regarding Indians in Hongkong and Shanghai. 

2462. 

(laid on the table) regarding the Agreement between the United 

Kingdom and Estonia re Tonnage measurement of Merchant Ships, 
together with Notes exchanged, which affects India. 55. 

(laid on the table) re Agreement between the United Kingdom and 

Greece respecting the measurement of tonnage of Merchant Ships. 
2108. 

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS- 

by the Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman. 9-10, 171-72, 441,. 

641, 979, 1392-93, 1578-79, 2053-54. 

STATE PRISONER(S)- 
Question re — 

Grant of permission to Sj. Pratul Chandra Ganguly, a , to see; 

his sick mother. 512. 

Number of . 161. 
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STATE RAILWAYS— 

See under “ Railway(s)” 

STATE RAILWAY REVENUE ESTABLISHMENT— 

Question re starting of a pension fund under the head “ Railway 
Reserves ” in connection with the . 2914-15. 

STATE RAILWAY WORKSHOPS— 

Question re book value and present value of the . 1510. 

STATE SCHOLARSHIPS- 

Question re grant of to Indians for nautical training in England. 

1191. 

STA'ilON(S)— 

Question re — 

Construction of a new at Purabsarai on the East Indian Railway. 

1830. 

Construction of new railway on State Railways. 797. 

STATION MASTERS— 

Question re — 

Overworked assistant and pointsmen on the East Indian Railway. 

1484-85. 

Quarters of Indian . 436-37. 

Representation of different communities holding appointments of 

on the North Western Railway. 1478. 

STATION SERVICE TELEGRAPHIST(S)— 

See under ** Telegraphist (s)’\ 

STATIONERY— 

Question re — 

Inferior quality of supplied to Members of the Legislative 

Assembly. 1387. 

STATIONERY AND PRINTING— 

Budget Demand for 2323. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of “ 638. 

STATIONERY OFFICE— 

Question re opening of a Government in the Council House for the 

sale of Government publications to non-official Members. 812-13. 

STATUS- 

Question re and precedence of Members of Legislative Assembly in 

Durbars. 296. 

STEAMER(S)— 

Question re Number of chartered for the despatch of troops to 

China. 2108. 
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STEEL- 

Question re- 
purchase of from the Tata works for the electrification structure 

work on the Great Indian Peninsula and Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railways. 1514. 

Use of in the construction of stations on the Shoranur-Nilambur 

section of the South Indian Railway. 951-52. 

STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See under Bill(s)”. 

STORE(S)- 
Question re — 

Debiting of freight and incidental charges on to the Railway 

Revenue Account. 2913-14. 

Economies effected in the purchase of military by the Director 

of Contracts. 1648. 

Procedure adopted for the purchase of military . 1660. 

Purchase of by the Director of Contracts. 1659. 

Resolution regarding rupee tenders for the purchase of . 1500-01. 

STORE-HOLDERS- 

Question re Civilian apprentice in Indian arsenals. 947-48. 

STORES SUPERINTENDENT, HOWRAH— 

Question re dismissal of Mr. D’Cruz, late offg. , East Indian Railway. 

959-60. 

STRATEGIC LINES— 

Budget Demand for 1451-52. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ‘‘ 2334. 

Question re transfer of rupees three crores on account of rolling stock 
from the capital at charge of commercial lines to the capital at charge 
of , 148-49, 

STRATEGIC RAILWAY(S)- 
See under “ Railway(s)'\ 

STREET LIGHTS- 

Question re sanction of for the European Colofty of Parbatipur, 

Eastern Bengal Railway. 1506-07. 

STREET NAMES- 

Question re in cantonment bazar area of Hyderabad Sind. 195-96. 

STRIKE- 

Motion for Adjournment to discuss the at Kharagpur on the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway, 974-78, 1007-34. 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Conciliation Board or Committee of Enquiry in 

connection with the on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1504-05. 

at Kharagpur on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 740, 816-18, 885-86,. 

970-73. 

on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 1249-50. 
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STUDENTS- 

Qiiestion re — 

Award of scholarships to of the depressed classes in the Delhi 

Province. 2180-2181. 

Number of at the Royal Military College at Dehra Dun. 2431. 

STUDY LEAVE- 

Question re grant of passage facilities to the Indian members of the 

Indian Medical Service proceeding to the United Kingdom on . 

2791. 

SUBORDINATES- 
Question re — 

Confirmation of of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway employed 

\ to officiate as officers. 2756-57. 

Employment of of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway in higher 

appointments without enhancement of salaries. 2755-66. 

Promotion of on Company-managed railways. 2758. 

Scheme for training of Officers and on Indian railways. 294 . 

SUBORDINATE ACCOUNTS— 

Question re Proportion of Muhammadans in the , Customs, Posts 

and Telegraph Departments in Burma. 350. 

SUBORDINATE ACCOUNTS SERVICE- 
Question re — 

Appointments in the clerical service and as probationers in the 

under the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 2185. 

Appointment of Muhammadan examiners for the examination. 

2171, 

Muslims in the . 2165, 2171. 

Representation of Muslims in the Post and Telegraph Accounts De- 
partment and in the . 2165, 2171. 

Revised scale of pay of the ^ Civil and Postal and Telegraph Audit 

offices under the Auditor General. 2843. 

examinations. 1511-12. 

Successful candidates at the examination for the . 2427. 

SUBORDINATE OFFICE(S)- 

Question re difference between attached and of the Government of 

India. 2846-47. 

SUBORDINATE SERVICES- 

Question re new pension rules for the . 1518. 

SUBORDINATE STAFF- 

Question re pay of the of the office of the Director General, Posts 

and Telegraphs. 1044-47. 

.SUB-POSTMASTER(S)- 

Question re house rent of in Bombay. 1473. 
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-SUB-POST OFFICE(S)— 

See under “ Post Of!ice(8)”. 

SUB-REGISTRAR- 

Question re appointment of a retired official to perform the dual duties 
of and a special magistrate of the municipality of Peshawar. 2588. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS- 
Question re — 

Collection of compulsory from the subordinate staff to meet the 

cost of a farewell party to Mr. H. B. Rau, Director of Audit, United 
Provinces. 721. 

Recovery of from members of the Customs Service Associations. 

954. 

to the Guarantee Fund from the employees of the East Indian 

Railway. 2434. 

SUBSIDIES- 

Question re Government to Reuters and other News Agencies. 202 

03. 


-SUGARCANE BOILING PANS— 

Question re customs duty on . 1036. 

SUGAR INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL(S)- 

Question re opening of , etc. 2776-77. 

■ ♦ 

SUHRAWARDY, Dr. A.- 

Currency Bill — 

Motion to pass. 2502-04. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee, 1927-28. 2679. 

Oath of Office. 9. 

Question re construction of a railway from Rajbari to Jessore via 
Magura. 2183-84. 

SUKHLAL— 

Question re alleged assault and dismissal of , an employee of the 

Bengal Nagpur Railway Workshop at Kharagpur. 1740. 

SUKKUR- 

Question re improvements at Karachi, Pindi and workshops on 

North Western Railway to obviate reduction of staff. 197-99. 

SUNDAYS- 

Question re — \ 

Grant of allowances for work on and holidays to the clerical 8ta;ff 

of the office of the Deputy Mechanical Engineer, Jamalpur. 1830. 
Reduction of work in post offices on and holidays. 725. 

SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES AND PENSIONS- 
Budget Demand for 2323. 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of “ 624-26. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of '' ”. 638. 
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SUPERINTENDENT(S)~ 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs as Assistant Secretaries and in the Gov- 

ernment of India Secretariat. 1497. 

Number of Indian in the Foreign and Political Department. 1741. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION, DELHI- 

Question re appointment of a Hindu as second clerk in the office of the 
. 2179-80, 2181. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION, DELHI AND AJMER- 
MERWARA- 

Question re educational qualifications of Lala Bhim Sen, second clerk in 
Jhe office of the . 2786. 

SUPERINTENDENT(S) OF POST OFFICES- 

Question re — 

Annual Increments of . 528. 

Appointment of Messrs. B. Ganguly and A. R. Ohaiterji to act as 

in the Bengal and Assam^ Circle. 2415. 

Creation of a selection grade for . 528. 

Importation of outsiders to act as in the Bengal and Assam Circle. 

2416. 

Number of Mussulmans employed as . i037. 

Pay of . 1739. 

Powers of in connection with appointments and dismissals of 
subordinates. 726. 

Use of portions of Post Office buildings as their private quarters by 
. 719-20. 

Overworked clerks in the office of the , Burdwan. 721. 

Allegations against the , Nilgiri Division, in connection with his 

inspection of the sub-post office, Coonoor. 725-26. 

Amount of travelling allowance drawn for his tours by the , 

Nilgiri Division. 723. 

Inspection of branch post offices by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. Smith, , 

Nilgiri Division. 726. 

Inspection of the Cherambadi post office by the , Nilgiri Division. 

1729-30. 

Number of clerks and leave reserve clerks whose services were dis- 
pensed with by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. Smith, , Nilgiri Division. 

727. 

Punishments inflicted on his subordinates by Lieut. -Colonel W. A. 
Smith, , Nilgiri Division. 727. 

Retention of leave reserve clerks in his office by the , Nilgiri 

Division. 727-28. 

Visits to post offices by the Nilgiri Division. 722-23. 

SUPERINTENDENTSHIP— 

Question re position of an upper time scale assistant unfit for promotion 
to a . -2864. 
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SUPERIOE OFFICERS— 

Question re abolition of the posts of in each of the Departments of 

the Government of India. 2760-61. 

SUPERIOR SERVICES— 

Question re— 

Indianisation of on Company railways. 340. 

Indianisation of the in India. 336-37. 

Indians in in India. 336. 

Indians in on State railways. 340. 

Number of the various communities admitted to the in 1926. 342-43. 

Recruitment of Indians to the from the Provincial Services. 

336. 

SUPERIOR TRAFFIC BRANCH, TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT- 

Question re selection of candidates for appointment in the second grade^ 
2844. 


SUPERSESSION(Sy— 

Question re — 

in the Calcutta Preventive Service. 708-09. 

of Messrs. Abu Imam Fazlur Rahim and S. Ahmed Mian 

Chowdhury, postal officials, for promotion to the grade of Rs. 350 — 
650. 2414-16. 

of senior travelling ticket examiners of the North Western 

Railway. 2904-06 

SUPER-TAX— 

Question re — ‘ 

Conversion of the on companies into a corporation tax. 2175. 

Maximum income-tax and levied in India and England. 1383-86. 

Revision of the rates of the assessment of . 154. 

• 

SUPERVISORS OF THE SUB-SECTION OF THE MESSAGE ROOM— 

Question rc distinctions between requisition registering clerks of the 
Message Room and 1049-50. 

SUPPLEMENTARY CtRANT(S)- 

Demand for . 627-40. 

Demand for in respect of — 

‘‘Appropriation from the Reserve Funds”. 2834. 

“Audit” (Railways). 2827-33. 

“Aviation”. 1115-20, 1525-73. 

“Companies’ Share of Surplus Profits and Net Earnings” (Railways). 
2833. 

“Miscellaneous Expenditure”. 2955. 

“Open line Works” (Railways). 2834. 

“Strategic Lines” (Railways). 2834. 


X 
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SUPREME LEGISLATURE- 

Question rc translations of Acts of the into the principal vernaculars. 

1620. 

SURCHARGE— 

Question t’e levy of on railways. 1736-37. 

SURPLUS— 

Question re reasons for of 30,000 wagons. 210-11. 

SURVEY(S)- 

Question re — 

Expenditure on of new lines forming part of a State-worked 

railw^ay. 2916. 

Use of aero -photography for purposes of . 2254. 

I 

SURVEY OF INDIA— 

Budget Demand for 2318. 

Demand for an Excess Grant in respect of “ 617-18. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of 631 

Question re orders for map racks for the Map Record and Issue Office 
of the . 2038-39. 

SURVEY OF INDIA BUILDINGS— 

Question re at Mussoorie. 2041. 

SWABl— 

Question re construction of a railway from Charsadda to in the 

Peshawar district. 2403. 

SWABl TAHSIL- 

Question re formation of the of the Peshawar district into a separate 

sub-division. 2402. 

SWARA.]YA- 

Question re on ‘‘Indianisation on the South Indian Railway^’. 296. 

« 

SYKES, Mk. E. F.— 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 55. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Question rt — 

Admission of candidates to the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. 
523. 

Opening of a Government stationery office in the Council House for the 
sale of Government publications to non-official Members. ‘ 812-13. 
Public Works Code. 1486. 

SYLHET— 

Question re transfer of the district of from Assam to Bengal. 701-02. 

SYLHET DISTRICT— 

Question re — 

Circuitous mail routes in the . 1650. 

Opening of a telegraph office at Jagannathpur in the — 1660. 
Post and Telegraph offices in the . 1650. 
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TAHSILDAR- 

Question re appointment of a in Manpur Pargana. 2040. 

TANGANYIKA- 
Question re — 

Claims of Indians in against ex-German colony. 187, 2423. 

Political and economic status of Indians in . 186-87. 

TANJORE DISTRICT BOARD RAILWAY— 

See under “Railway(s)”. 

TANK— 

Question re conveyance from by the Decauville Light Railwiy of 

passengers bound for Dehra Ismail Khan. 1828. 

TARAKESWAR— 

Question re construction of a railway from Champadanga to . 1738. 

TARIFF— 

Question re and other sources of Imperial revenue in India. 295. 

TARIFF BOARD— 

Question re — 

Publication of Railway Boai'd’s evidence before the . 208-09. 

Publication of the Report of the Cotton Textile . 1827-28. 

Publication of the Report of the on the mill industry 1301. 

TATA IRON AND STEEL COMPANY— 

Question re — 

Placing of orders for rails with firms other than the . 2355. 

Proposed scheme of arrangements witR the Second Preference Share* 
holders of the . 2775-76. 

Publication of certain correspondence between the Government of India 
and the . 1521. 

Utilisation of profits by the . 159. 

TATA STEEL COMPANY— 

Question rr supply by the of electric power for the Electrification 

of portions of the Great Indian Peninsula and Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railways. 1514-15. 

TATA WORKS- 

Question re purchase of steel from the for the electrification structure 

work on the Great Indian Peninsula and Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railways. 1514. 

TAX(ES)- 

Question re — 

in Agra Cantonments. 2247-48. 

*^nter in Jutogh Cantonment. 1746. 

X 2 
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TAXATION INQUIRY COMMITTEE— 

Question ne discussion of the Report of the . 276. 

TAX COLLECTOR- 

Question re employment of the in the office of the Executive Officer, 

Baroda Cantonment, to prepare an assessment list in the terms .of 
section 72 of Act II of 1924. 2442. 

TAXES ON INCOME- 

Budget Demand for “ 2314. 

TEA- 

Question re prevention of the sale of below a prescribed standard of 

qucility. 2780. 

I^EACHERP— 

Question re — 

Employment of Mussalmans as in Municipal and District Board 

Schools in the Delhi Province. 2178, 2181. 

Paucity of Muslim in the Delhi Province. 2180, 2181. 

Time scale of pay for of Anglo- Vernacular Schools in Ajojcr- 

Merwara. 2103. 

TEA OARDENS- 

QuesMon re emigration of Santhals to the in Assam. 334-335. 

TEA WASTE--- 

Question re sale of surplus in India. 2780-81. 

TECHNICAL SECTION- 

Question re of the Railway Department. 2913. 

TELEGRAMS— 

Question re — 

Censorship of to Members of the Legislature regarding the recent 

situation at Kharagpur. 1577. 

Delivery of by telegraph peons. 1128. 

Payments to telegraph peons for the delivery of . 1128. 

Transmission of by post: 2790. 

TELEGRAPH BRA]SCH- 

Question re closing of the of the Belapur (Thana) Post Office. 1474- 

75. 

TELEGRAPH CHECK OFFICE, CALCUTTA- 

Question re medical certificate of employees of the Calcutta Postal Audit 
Ojfice, Calcutta Telegraph (Engineering) office and . 2367, 

TELEGRAPH CONNECTION- 

Questioii re direct between Poona City combined Post and Telegraph 

Office and the Bombay Central Telegraph Office. 1521-22. 
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TELEGiiAPH DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointments in tHe . 287-88. 

Apportionment of the shares of the Post Office Department, the 

and the Civil Department of the revenue derived from the sale of 
postage stamps. 1832-33. 

Grant to postal signallers in the of the benefit of counting their 

service in the Postal Department for purposes of regulation of their 
pay. 962-63. 

Muhammadans in the . 1303-04. 

Pensionary charges for the Post Office Department and the . 1331- 

32. 

Regulations regarding admission, pay and prospects of the general and 

station services in the . 162-64. 

Select M n of candidates for appointment in the second grade, Superior 
Traffic Branch, . 2844. 

TELEGRAPH (ENGINEERING) AUDIT OFFICE- 

Question re reference duties in Civil Accounts Offices and in the , 

under ihe Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs. 2866. 

TELEGRAPH (ENGINEERING) OFFICE, CALCUTTA— 

Question re medical certificates of employees of the Calcutta Postal Audit 
Office, the and the Calcutta Telegi’aph Check Office. 2867. 

TELEGRAPlIli^ TRANSFERS— 

Question re Council Bills and drawn on India by the Secretary of 

State. ir2-53. 

TELEGRAPHIST(S)- 
Question re — 

Case of postal recruited . 2438. 

Extra cost of increments to postal recruited . 289. 

Grievances of postal recruited . 288. 

Previous service of postal recruited to count towards increments. 

289-90. 

Retention of his usual allowances in the general scale by a deputed 

for training as a wireless operator. 1651. 

Transfer to general service of forced station service . 287. 

TELEGRAPHISTS^ UNION- 

Question re resolution passed recently by the All-India . 164. 

TELEGRAPH OFFICE(S)-^ 

Question re — 

Dipavali day to be holiday in Government Telegraph Offices. 290. 

Opening of a at Jagannathpur in the Sylhet District, 1650. 

in the Sylhet District. 1660. 

TELEGRAPH PEONS— 

Question re — 

Allowances to during sickness. 1128. 

Amount of house rent granted to where no quarters are provided. 

1124. 
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TELEGEAPH PEON(S)-con^rf. 

Question re — contd. 

Amount of pension paid to after 32 years’ service. 1126. 

Ciaasification of as menials. 1123. 

Clothing supplied to . 1127-28. 

Cycle .illo'varice of . 1124. 

Delivery by of messages beyond a five-mile radius. 1125. 

Delivery of ‘C. Q.* telegrams by . 1128. 

Eligibility of for gratuities and pensions. 1125. 

Minimum pay of . 1124. 

Payments to for the delivery of telegrams. 1128. 

Provident fund for . 1125. 

ilcdactii n of the allowance for message paid to . 1124-25. 

telegraph training class— 

Question re — 

Opening of a at the Muslim University, Aligarh. 1304. 

in schools and colleges. 2407. 

TELLICHERRY MYSORE RAILWAY- 
See under “Railway(s)”. 

TEMPl.ES- 

Question re grant of land in New Delhi for building an Anglican Churchy 
mosques or . 357-358. 

TEMPORARV SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Counting by postmen of towards pay, pension, etc. 1820. 

C< unting of of Post Office clerks towards increments. 345 

TENDERS- - 

Question re. for electrical equipment to be called in rupees. 212* 

13. 


TERRITORIAL AND AUXILIARY FORCES- 

. QuastiiM. ' r expenditure on the training and maintenance of the 

during the last three years. 2254. 

TERRIiORTAL CAVALRY SQUADRONS— 

Queit'.oii re formation of , etc. 2253-54., 

TERRITORIAL FORCE— 

Question re — 

Grant of pensions, provident fund or gratuities to the clerical establish- 

rn enl- of the Auxiliary and units. 1742. 

Provincial and urban units of the Indian . 2250-51. 

THEFT(S)- 
QuesMon rc— 

and burglary in New Delhi. 349. 

in New Delhi. 2766-67. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


311 


THIRD CLAf^S ACCOMMODATION- 

Ques uon re requisitioning by the Army Department of on the S.S 

**Oalifornia'\ 729. 

THIRD CLAFS CARRIAGES— 

Question re — 

Electric fans in . 2761>62. 

Provision of electric fans in . 804. 

Provisi.'^n of electric fans in on State Railways. 276i!-63. 

Pruvisicn of lavatories in on the metre g^uge Cochin State Rail- 

way. 351. 

THIRD CLASS COMPARTMENTS— 

Question re — 

Charge.s for the reservation of on Railways. 147. 

Supply of fans in on State Railways. 2419. 

THIRD CLAJyS PASSENGERS- 
Question re — 

Admission of to the Howrah railway station. 1303. 

Assistance afforded by the Bengal Nagpur Railway to regarding 

their luggage. 732. 

Booking facilities for . 216. 

Inclusion of the cost of the construction of raised platforms under the 

head amenities for . 2763. 

Issue tickets to at the Delhi railway station. 2430. 

Issue oi tickets to at the Hapur station on the East Indian Rail- 

w ly. 2430-31. 

Provision of amenities for by Railways. 877. 

Provision of a waiting shed and latrines for at Monghyr. 1830. 

Shed Tor at Ghaziabad Junction. 2450. 

Sleeping accommodation for on the Great Indian Peninsula P.ail- 

wiy. 2761. 

THIRD CLASS TICKETS- 

Question re luggage concessions on . 384. 

THROUGH TRAINS- 

Question re running of convenient between the capital of Bihar and 

the vaiious muffassil headquarters. 515. 

TIGKETS- 

Quoition ie — 

fsMDe of to third class passengers at the Delhi railway station. 

2130. 

Tsme of to third class passengers at the Hapur station on the East 

Iadlp.n Railway. 2430-31. 

TICKET CHECKERS— 

Question re complaints against Travelling of the Eastern Bengal 

Railway 1507. 

TICKET COLI JJCTOR— 

Question re employment of a lady at Hardwar. 1483. 
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TICKET EXAMINEES- 
Question re— 

Supe- t*»5i=»sion of travelling on the North Western RaiUvay. 2904-05, 

Tra ''ellMig on the North Western Railway. 2906-06. 

TICKET 1 NSPKCTOBS- 

Question rr traveling on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 731-32. 

TIMBER- 

Question re— 

Agency held by Messrs. W. W. Howard Brothers, London, for the sale 

of Indian in Europe. 2037-38. 

Al'e^id shortage of on the South Indian Railway. 947. 

Appointment of an Indian firm as agents for the sale of Indian 

in Ijivope. 2038. 

Purchase at cheaper rates in Malabar of of the quality supplied by 

Canada and Australia. 1391. 

TIME-SCALE- 

Question rc principle followed in fixing the pay of permanent incumbents 
when a revision of is sanctioned. 963. 

TIME-SCALE OF PAY- 

6'er uTider ‘Tay’^ 

TIME-TABLES- 
Question re — 

Alteration of the East Indian Railway . 517-18. 

Price of on certain specified Railways. 809-10. 

Publication of the State Railways' in the vernacular. 1479. 

Publication of for travellers unacquainted with English. 1479. 

of the North-Western Railway. 2421. 

TIME TEST- 

Question re of the Railway Mail Service. 886-88, 2848. 

TIMINGS- 

Question re changing of the of certain trains on the East •Indian 

Railway. 2243. 

TIRLOKI NATH, Lala- 
Oath of Office. 16. 

TIEUPUR- 

Question re case of Mr. V. R. Rangaswamier, clerk in the Post 

Office in the Nilgiri Division. 1731, 


TOK KYI, U.- 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1622-24. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ^'Customs" (Export duty on 
rice). 1999-2000. 

Oath of office. 701. 
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TOK KYI, H.^contd. 

Question re— 

Availability of the funds of the Post Office Savings Banks for the local 
money market, etc. 2249. 

Connection of Akyab with the main railway line in Burma. 2685. 

Land Mortgage Banks. 2248. 

Opening of new branches of the Imperial Bank of India in Burma, etc. 
2248. 

Removal of the arsenal in Rangoon to Mingaladon. 2585-86. 

TONGA STAND- 

Question rft in Parliament Street near the entrance to the Assembly. 

2161. 

TONKINSON, Mr. H.-- 

Criminal Law Repealing and Amending Bill — 

Motion to consider. 858-60. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Resolution re — 

Release of the Bengal detenus. 491-94. 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2750. 

Treatment of the Santhal Parganas as a backward tract. 663. 

TOURS- 

Question re amount of travelling allowance drawn for his by the 

Superintendent of Post Offices, Nilgiri Division. 723. 

TOWN SUB-POST OFFICE(S)- 
See under ‘‘Post Office(s)^\ 

TRACERS OF THE MESSAGE ROOM— 

Question re differential treatment of and the completing clerks of 

the Pairing section. 1049-1060. 

TRADE UNION BILI^ 

See under “Bill(8)”. 

TRAFFIC AND OCTROI DEPARTMENTS- 

Question re small number of Muslims employed in the in the North- 

West Frontier section of the North-Western Railway. 2539. 

TRAFFIC AUDIT OFFICE, EAST INDIAN RAILWAY- 
Question re — 

Rent for office buildings for the — ^ at Calcutta. 2051. 

Staff of the . 2061. 

TRAFFIC BRANCH OF THE RAILWAY SERVICE- 
Question re appointments in the . 2445. 
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TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT, EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY- 
Question re — 

Expenditure on the housing of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian staff 
of the . 1507-08. 

Recruitment of Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians in the . 

1508. 

TRAFFIC SERVICE- 
Question re — 

Indians in the or loco, service drawing salaries of more thanr 

Rs. 1,000 a month. 799. 

Number of Indians in the Locomotive or * drawing more than 

Rs. 1,000. 1381. 

TRA^FFIC SUPERVISOR, CALCUTTA GENERAL POST OFFICE— 

Question re retention of the services of Mr. R. H. Legge as after the 

abolition of the motor fleet. 2411. 

TRAINS- 

Question re — 

Changing of the timings of certain on the East Indian Railway.^ 

2243. 

Normal speed of on the Rewari-Fazilka section of the Bombay,. 

Baroda and Central India Railway. 803. 

Running of certain between Patna and Bhagalpur. 1491. 

TRAIN CONTROLLERS- 

Question re Indian Head on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 354. 

TRAIN EXAMINERS— 

Question re provision of quarters for Indian guards, , etc. 715. 

TRAINING COLLEGE- 

Question re for railway officers at Dehra Dun. 2244-45. 

TRAINING SHIP- 
Question re — 

Equipment of a mercantile marine . 329. 

Training of cadets on the “Dufferin.^’ 2591-92.' 

TRAMWAY- 

Question re between the city of Delhi and New Delhi. 519. 

TRAMWAY DEVELOPMENT- 

Question re District-Board feeder railway or . 391-92. 

TRANSFER(S)- 

Question re — 

Inter-departmental of men in the Secretariat and attached officeSr 

etc, 2692-93. 

Rules regarding the qf railway employees from one province to* 

another. 2440. 



IKDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


31 & 


TRANSFER(S)-~con^i. 

Question re — conid, 

of clerks and accountants of the Military Accounts Department.. 

1613-14. 

of Inspectors, Postmasters, clerks and leave reserve clerks from 

the Nilgiri Division. 723-24. 

of Mr. K. A. Parasuramiah, Sub-Postmaster, Coimbatore Bazaar. 

1731-32. 

of railway employees from one railway system to another. 2449. 

TRANSFERRED DEPARTMENTS— 

Question re reservation of appointments for members of all-India Services^ 
in the . 2457. 

TRANSLATIONS- 

Question re of Acts of the Supreme Legislature into the principal 

vernaculars. 1520. 

TRANSPORTATION (POWER) DEPARTMENT- 

Question re Indianisation of the Superior Revenue Establishment of the 
and the Mechanical Engineering Department. 343-344. 

TRANSPORTATION (TRAFFIC) AND COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENTS 
OF STATE RAILWAYS— 

Question re selection of Sikhs for the Indian Railway Service of Engineers* 
and the . 966. 

TRAVELLERS- 

Question re publication of time-tables for unacquainted with English. 

1479. 

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCES— 

Question re — 

Amount of drawn for his tours by the Superintendent of Post- 

Offices, Nilgiri Division. 723. 

of clerks drawing salaries of Rs. 150 to Rs. 200 in the Income-tax 

Offices in the United Provinces. 2855. 

of overseers in the postal service. 1822. 

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE BILLS— 

Question re recoveries from the of certain clerks in the office of the 

Directpr General, Posts and Telegraphs. 1047-48. 

TRAVELLING CINEMA— 

Question re on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 876-76. 

TRAVELLING PUBLIC— 

Question re harassment of the by railway coolies at Delhi Junction. 

2786. 

TRAVELLING TICKET CHECKERS- 

Question re complaints against of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 1W7^. 
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TRAVELLING TICKET EXAMINERS— 

Question re — 

Supersession of of the North-Western Railway. 2904-06. 

— — of the North-Western Railway. 2905-06. 

TRAVELLING TICKET INSPECTORS— 

Question rt on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 731-32. 

TREES— 

Question re — 

Expenditure on the planting and culture of on the different Rail- 

ways. 1480, 1481. 

Income from the sale of on the different Railways. 1480, 1481. 

Planting, culture, and sale of on the different Railways. 1480, 

, 1481. 

TROOPS- 

Question rc — 

Despatch by the self-governing Dominions of to China. 880. 

Establishment of Indian Family hospitals in all military stations con- 
taining Indian . 2910-11. 

Expenditure on Indian employed outside India. 1904-06. 

Expenditure on sent out of India. 873. 

Movement of to China in 1926. 203. 

Number of steamers chartered for the despatch of to China. 2108. 

Supply of vegetable ghee to . 791. 

Statement by Mr. G. M, Young re expenditure on the despatch of 

t 9 China. 2792. 

TRUNK CALLS— 

Question re checking of charges for made by Government servants. 

1517. 

TUTICORIN— 

Question re. appointment of an Assistant Collector of Customs at 

2775. 

TYPEWRITERS- 

Question re larger use of British in Government Offices. 2845. 


U 


UNDERFRAMES— 

Question re unserviceable on the North-Western Railway. 793. 

UNEMPLOYMENT- 

Question re action taken on resolution regarding . 342. 

UNIFORMS— 

Question re — of postmen, overseers and reader postmen. 1819-20. 
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UNION(S)- 

Question rt official recognition of all railway employees* . 292. 

UNITED KINGDOM- 

Question re grant of passage facilities to the Indian members of the 

Indian Medical Service proceeding to the on study leave. 2791. 

Statement laid on the table regarding the Agreement between the 

and Estonia re tonnage measurement of Merchant Ships, together with 

Notes exchanged, which affects India. 55. 

UNITED PROVINCES- 

Question re — 

Collection of compulsory subscriptions from the subordinate staff to 
meet the cost of a farewell party to Mr. H. B. Rau, Director of Aiidit 
. 721. 

Difficulties of Sindhi employees of the North-Western Railway serving 
in the Punjab and the . 2036. 

Maximum salary of the Head Clerk to the Assistant Collector of 
Income-tax in the . 2864. 

Promotion of Head Clerks of Income-tax offices in the to the post 

of Assistant Income-tax officers. 2855. 

Reduction in the number of Commissioners in the . 732-33. 

Reversion of Rai Bahadur A. C. Mukhorjee of the Indian Educational 
Service in the from the junior selection grade. 1825-26. 

Schools maintained by the East Indian Railway in Bengal and the . 

2784. 

Separation of judicial and executive functions in the . 732 33. 

Separation of the Oudh and Agra Provinces in the . 1826. 

Transfer of railway employees from the to Bengal. 2449. 

Travelling allowance of clerks drawing salaries of Rs. 150 to Rs. 200' 
in the Income-tax offices in the . 2855. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA- 

Question re. — 

Admission of the to the permanent Court of International Justice 

at the Hague. 1575-76. 

Exclusion of Indian seamen from the under the new American 

Immigration Bill. 1041. 

Naturalisation of Indians in the . 509. 

Trial and conviction of Dr. Tarak Nath Das in the . 161-62. 

UNIVERSITY TRAINING CORPS- 

Question re — 

Training of selected men from the Indian Territorial Force and the- 
in civil and military aviation. 1501. 

. 2262, 2253. 

UPPER DIVISION CLERKS- 

Question re abolition of the lower efficiency bar examination for — of* 
Postal Account Offices. 1818. 
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UPPEB TIME-SCALE ASSISTANT- 

Question re position of an unfit for promotion to a Superintendent- 

ship. 2864. 


UPTON, Mb. T. E. T.- 

Question re appointment of as Solicitor to the Government of India 

1615-16. 

URINAL- 

Question re want of a proper waiting shed and for purdah ladies at 

Kiul Junction. 2243-44. 


V 


VAEILS- 

Question re appointment of as Chief Justices of High Courts. 

2035. 


VALUATION- 

Question re principles for and assessment in the Baroda Canton- 

ment. 2442. 

VAN PEONS- 

Question re employment of for all the sections of the Railway 

Mail Service. 2413, 

VEDARANYAM FACTORY- 

Question re utilization of salt swamps adjoining the for the pro- 

duction of salt. 2908. 

VEGETABLE GHEE- 
Question re — 

Analysis of . 791. 

Effect of the use of on the human system. 791. 

Supply of to troops. 791. 

VENDORS- 

Question re grant of licences to on railway platforms. 2429. 

VERNACULAR(S)-- 
Question re — 

Publication of the State Railways^ time tables in the . 1479. 

Translation of Acts of the Supreme Legislature into the principal. 
. 151-52, 1520. 

Translation of the Post Office Manual into the principal . 1822. 

VESSELS- 
Question re — 

Number of coasting owned by Indians. 1192. 

Powers of the Indiati Legislature to enact laws for the reservation 
of the coastal trade of India to Indian . 1192-93. 
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VETERINARY SCHOLAR(S)— 

Question re employment of qualified State in the Indian Civil 

Veterinary Department. 2444-45. 

VICEROY, His Excellency the— 

Address of to Members of the Legislative Assembly. 43-49. 

Message from appointing Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy to be Chairman 

of the Legislative Assembly, l. 

Message from approving of the election by the Legislative Assem- 

bly of Mr. V. J. Patel as President of the said Assembly. 10. 

Message from disallowing the motion of Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, 

to move the adjournment of the House to discuss the question of the 
despatch of Indian troops to China. 76. 

Message from signifying his approval of the election of Maulvi 

Muhammad Yakub as Deputy President of the Legislative Assembly. 
441. 

Question re memorial to , from Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, a 

political detenu. 2856-58. 

VlCERaY’S COMMISSIONED OFFICER(S)— 

Question h proportion of Muhammadans, Gurkhas and other Hindus 
and Sikhs employed as soldiers and in the Indian Army. 965. 

VILLAGE POSTMEN- 

Question /v additional duties performed by in the Punjab. 1821- 

22 . 

VILLAGE ROAD(S)— 

Sec under ^‘Road(s)”. 

VISHINDAS, Mr. HARCHANDRAI- 

Code of Civil Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of section 115) — 
Motion to consider. 412-13. 

General discussion of the General Budget. 1636-39. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Custoins^^ (Paucity of 
Wharfingers in Karachi). 1976, 1977. 

Oath of Office. 183. 

Question re — 

Appointment in the Traffic Branch of the railway service. 2445. 
Difficulties of Sindhi employees of the North-Western Railway serv- 
ing in the Punjab and the United Provinces. 2036. 

Eligibility of firms paying income-tax to vote at Legislative Assem- 
bly elections. 204. 

Employment of qualified State veterinary scholars in the Indian 
Civil Veterinary Department. 2444-45. 

Exclusion of the Depot Lines in Karachi from the limits of the 
Karachi Cantonment. 734. 

Government action against rise in P. and 0. passenger fares. 203. 
Government’s liability for Imperial Conference and military, naval 
and air projects. 204-05. 

Inaccuracy of Sind Electoral Rolls. 377. 

Movement of troops to China in 1926. 203. 

Opening of New Delhi by King-Emperor. 204. 



^0 1N1>£X TO JLSOiai^TZVJS AJ9S&MBLY MBATES. 

riSHINDAS, Mr. HABCHANDRAI-con^A 
Question re—contd. 

Refusal to allow owners of properties in the Depot Lines in Karachi 
to build or rebuild on their plots. 734-35, 

Results of last elections to Legislative Assembly. 189. 

Royal Commission on Agriculture to visit Sind. 206. 

Sindhis and non-Sindhis employed on the North-Western Railway. 
2036. 

Question (Supplementary) re inaccuracies in the electoral rolls of con- 
stituencies of the Legislative Assembly. 2104. 

VISITING BOARD- 

Question re of the Muslim University at Aligarh. 969. 

VISITORS’ ROOMS— 

Question re in the Council House, New Delhi, and the Assembly 

^ Chamber, Simla. 2331-33. 

VIZAGAPATAM HARBOUR— 

Budget Demand for "Capital Outlay on 2326. 

Question re — 

Construction of railways to serve the country west of the . 1743.. 

Date of the completion of the . 1827. 

Development of . 190-91. 

project. 330-331. 

VOLUNTEER POLICE BILL- 
^ce under "Bill(s)”. 

VOTERS- 

Question re — 

Legislative Assembly . 154. 

Rules and Orders relating to the preparation of lists of for the 

Legislative Assembly. 153. 

Women for Legislative Assembly. 191-92. 


W 

WAGES- 

Question re — 

Introduction of legislation for the prompt payment of . 

Minimum for Indians in Fiji. 814. 


711. 


WAGONS— 

Question re — 

Annual cost of repairs to railway . 795. 

Cost of alterations ta the American purchased in 1918 for State 

Railways. 2432. 

Judgment of the Allahabad High Court regarding the obligation on 

railways to lock while carrying goods. 952. 

Manufacture of and locomotives in the workshop of the Bombay 

Baroda and Central India Railway at Ajmer. 1490-91. 
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1/VAGON S^contd, 

Question re — contd. 

Number and cost of purchased in India and abroad since 1910- 

20. 798-99. 

Number and price of ordered since 1919 on all railways. 211. 

Number of on State Hallways. 1509-10. 

Number of placed on the line in each year from 1919-20. 1490. 

Number of purchased for State Railways since March 1923. 

1490. 

Purchase by the Government of India about the time of the Arm- 
istice of American destined for Russia. 702. 

Purchase of goods . 1489-90. 

Reasons for surplus of 30,000 . 210-11. 

Scrapping of locomotives and in use on railways. 795. 

WAiGON REQUIREMENTS— 

Question re of State Railways. 1490. 

WAITING ROOM(S)- 
Question re — 

First and second class at Rahganj station on the East Indian 

Railway. 530. 

Repairs to the booking office and at Delhi Sadar station. 2789. 

Want of a third class at Gaya on the East Indian Railway, 

2241. 

WAITING SHED(S)- 
Question re — 

Improved at loop line stations of the East Indian Railway. 

332. 

Paucity of at rural stations on the M. G. section of the East 

Indian Railway. 2105, 

Provision of lights in the compound leading to the third class 

at Hissar railway station. 803 04. 

Provision of and latrines for third class passengers at Monghyr. 

1830, 

Want of a proper — ' and urinal for purdah ladies at Kiul Junc- 
tion. 2243-44. 

WALKER, Sir NORMAN— 

Question r^^expenditure on the visit of to India in connection 

with medical education. 2044-45. 

WAR- 

Question re pAyment of compensation to the lessees of certain houses 

in Poona idken possession of by the Government during the . 

2448-49. 

WAR OFFIOE- 

Question re settlement of outstandings with the . 802. 

WATCH AND WARD DEPARTMENT- 

Questiou Te for State Railways. 339, 2047-48. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSBlfBLY DEBATES. 


.WATCH AND WABD DEPARTMENT (EAST INDIAN RAILWAY)- 
Question re construction of a building in the Howrah Yard for the 
staff of the . 716. 

WATER RATES- 

Question re in orthodox and unorthodox quarters in New Delhi 

2458-59. 

WATER TAXES- 

Question re in Jutogh Cantonment. 1746. 

WEEK-END CONCESSION TICKETS— 

Question re on the East Indian Railway. 2431-32. 

WEEKLY PAYMENTS BILL- 
‘ See under ‘'Bill(s)’^ 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES- 

Question re standardisation of . 2779. 

WELLS, Mr.- 

Question re dismiss«al of , Chief Controllpr of Stores, East Indian 

Railway. 210. 

WESTERN HOSTEL, NEW DELHI- 
Question re — 

Loss incurred on the - — . 2774. 

Running of the as a hotel. 2774, 

WHEELER— 

Question re 's contract for railway bookstalls. 196-97. 

WHITE LEAGfUE— 

Question re article in the Musli/m Outlook regarding the formation of 
a in New Zealand. 2593-94, 2846. 

WILLOWBUND— 

Question re posting of Mr. Appaswamier to the charge of the 

combined Post and Telegraph Office. 1732. 

WILLSON, Sir WALTER- 

Congratulations by to Mr. V. J. Patel on his election as President 

of the Legislative Assembly. 11-12. 

Currency Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 1849-64, 1866, 1888, lS90, l591. 

General discussion of the General Budget, 1699, 1661-66. 

Indian Finance Bill- 

Consideration of Part II of Schedule IT. 2640-42, 2649, ^1. 

Indian Forest Bill- 

Constitution of the Select Committee. 2898. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 3b6-07, 308. 
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WILLSON, Sib WALTEBr^ontd. 

Madras Salt (Amendment) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 2. 2879. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ''Customs'^ (Customs policy, 
land frontier; smuggling of saccharine). 2003-04. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for * 'Customs'^ (Revision of 
specific, ad valorem and protective duties : lax administration). 
1983, 1985. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Railway Board’\ (Policy 
followed in respect of the purchase of stores). 1264-65. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ‘^Railway Board’’. (Quin- 
quennial review of Capital Programme). 1258. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Railway Board”. (Railway 
rates of freight in relation to the Indian manufacturer). 1365. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Salt’’. (Grievances of the 
miners of the Khewra salt mines). 2199. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “Working Expenses; Ad- 
ministration” (Railways) (Arrangements for the Hardwar-Kumbh 
Mela). 1416. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Question re — 

Appointment of an Assistant Collector of Customs at Tuticorin. 
2775. 

Draft rules for the introduction of a system of rupee tender. 2919- 

20 . 

Pla)cing of orders for rails with firms other than the Tata Iron and 
Steel Company. 2855. 

Proposed scheme of arrangements with the Second Preference Share- 
holders of the Tata Iron and Steel Company. 2775-76. 

Question (Supplementary) re-* 

Credentials of Protector of Pilgrims, Karachi. 202. 

Increases in rent for pi'emises occupied by Post Offices in Bombay. 
362. 

Steel Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 118, 127, 133-36. 

Consideration of clause 2. 1082-83. 

WIRELESS OPERATOR8- 

Question re — 

Emplo 3 rment by ships engaged on the coasting trade of . 1824. 

Provision by the Royal Indian Marine of facilities for gaining the 

necessary sea experience to persons qualified as marine . 1826. 

Provision of facilities in India for training marine . 1824-25. 

Recruitment of . 1651-52. 

Retention of his usual allowances in the general scale by a telegraph- 
ist deputed for training as a ■. 1651. 

Training of Indians as . 2336. 

WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY— 

Question re training in . 2767. 
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WITHERS, Mb. C. H.— 

Question re extension of service granted to , Foreman, Electrical 

Department, Carriage and Wagon, Moghulpura, North Western 
Railway. 2436-37. 

WOMEN- 

Question re prohibition of the employment of underground in 

Indian mines. 709-10. 

WOMEN VOTERS— 

Question re for Legislative Assembly. 191-92. 

WORKING EXPENSES: ADMINISTRATION (RAILWAYS)— 

Budget Demand for 1393-1440. 

WQRKiNiG EXPENSES : REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERATION (RAILWAYS)— 

Budget Demand for 1440-50. 

WORKING HOURS- 
Question re — 

Reduction of the of the booking, parcel and other staff employed 

on the East Indian Railway. 717. 

— of employees of the Railway Mail Service. 888-89. 

WORKSHOP(S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged assault and dismissal of Sukhlal, an employee of the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway at Kharagpur. 1740. 

Book value and present value of the State Railway . 1510. 

Emplo 3 maent of apprentices in the" Central , Ajmer. 2419. 

Expenditure on the erection of for State and Company-Managed 

Railways. 798. 

Improvements at Karachi, Pindi and Sukkur on North-Western 

Railway to obviate reduction of staff. 197-99. 

Manufacture of wagons and locomotives in the of the Bombay 

Baroda and Central India Railway at Ajmer. 1490-91. 

Number of men employed in railway . 1510. 




YAKtTB, Maulvi MUHAMMAD— 

Budget Demand for Army Department 2312. 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of ” Audit.^' (Railways). 
2831, 2832. 

Election of as Deputy President. 303. 

Election of to the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 55. 

General Discussion of the General Budget. 1685-88. 

Indian Finance Bill — 

Consideration of Part I of Schedule III. 2669. 

Motion to pass as amended. 2713-15. 

Motion to consider the amendment made by the Council of State. 
2040-43. i 
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YAKUB, Maulvi MUHAMMAD-con^d. 

Indian Law Reports Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Indian Limitation (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of Article 182 of 
Schedule I)— 

Motion to consider. 539. 

Consideration of clauses. 540. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 307*08. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 367. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 826. 

Motion to circulate. 829, 830. 

Interest Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 368. 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy signifying his approval of 

the election of as Deputy President of the Legislative Assembly. 

441. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ** Army Department ”, 
(General policy and expenditure). 2226. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Executive Coimcil ” 
(Attitude of the Government in regard to the constitutional issue). 
1947*54, 1955. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ** Indian Postal and Telegraph 
Department ” (Low salaries of postal clerks, peons and subordinate 
services and inadequate pensions to retired subordinates). 2015*18. 
Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ** Railway Board (Appoint- 
ment of Indians as Members of the Railway Board and rapid Indian!* 
sation of the Railway Services). 1206-07. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for Railway Board (Grievances 
of subordinate railway employees). 1292-96. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Working Expenses : Admi- 
nistration (Railways) (Third and intermediate class waiting rooms 
for Indian ladies at Moradabad). 1438-39. 

Oath of Office. 3. 

Presentation by of the Report of the Committee on Petitions 

regarding petitions relating to the Currency Bill. 1747, 2185. 

Question re — 

Admission of doolies and palanquins to the platforms at Delhi railway 
station. 168-69. 

Alignment of the Kashipur-Kalagarh Railway. 524. 

Appointment of a Hindu as second clerk in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of Education, Delhi. 2179-80, 2181. 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the Education Department of the 
Delhi Province. 2178-2179, 2181. 

Appointment of Mussalman as a Judge of the Patna High Court. 2424- 
25. 

Appointments of probationers in the Transportation (Traffic) and Com- 
mercial Departments of State Railways. 734. • 

Award of scholarships to students of the depressed classes in the 
Delhi Province. 2180, 2181. 

Better police supervision for New Delhi. 384. 
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Question re — contd. 

Claims of minority communities to higher appointments in the Postal 
Department. 346-347. 

Conversion of the branch post office at Mansiari into a season sub-post 
office. 348. 

Date of the appointment of the Statutory Royal Commission. 166. 
Distance of the sub-post office at Bagisar from the Mansiari and Milam 
post offices. 347-348. 

Education of Muhammadans of the Delhi Province. 2178-2181. 
Educational qualifications of Lala Bhim Sen, second clerk in the office 
of the Superintendent of Education, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara. 
2786. 

Employment of a lady ticket collector at Hardawar. 1483. 
Employment of Mussalmans as teachers in Municipal and District 
‘ Board Schools in the Delhi Province. 2178, 2181. 

Employment of Mussalmans in the office of the Accountant General, 
Central Revenues. 2425-26. 

Employment of Mussulmans in the office of the Chief Commissioner of 
Delhi. 167-68. 

Employment of Mussalmans on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railway. 168. 

Expeditious distribution of Legislative Assembly debates to pur- 
chasers. 348. 

Frequent dismissals on the Oudh and Rohilkhand section of the East 
Indian Railway. 1484. 

Grant of gratuities to the families of the two employees of the Gov- 
ernment of India Press, Delhi, killed in a recent accident in the 
Press. 2426. 

Grants to Muhammadan schools in the Delhi Province. 2178, 2181. 
Hindu and Muslim clerks in the office of the Divisional Superintendent, 
North Western Railway, Delhi. 171. 

Inadequate recruitment of Minorities to the Audit and Accoimt 
Offices. 382-83. 

Lowness of the dome and level of the Council House. 363. 
Malpractices during the recent elections. 165. 

Muhammadans in the Telegraph Department. 1303-04. 

Muslim clerks in the office of the Divisional Audit Officer, North 
Western’ Railway, Delhi. 170. 

Mussalman as examiner for accounts examination. 383. 

Mussalman officers employed in the Finance Department of the Govern- 
ment of India. 1037. 

Mussalman officers employed in the office of the Railway Board at 
Delhi. 1036. 

Mussalman representative of the Delhi Province in the Legislative 
Assembly. 1305. 

Names of candidates sent to the Central Drawing College and 
Medical College, Lahore, for training. 2180-2181. 

New railway station at Lucknow. 166-67, 

Nonunations to the Indian Civil Service. 1304-05. 

Number of Mussalmans employed as Superintendents of Post Officea 
1037. 

Number of Mussalmans employed in the Government of India Press, 
Delhi. 2426. 
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YAKUB, Maulvi MUHAMMAD-con«d. 

Question re — concld. 

Number of Hussalmans in the Delhi Educational Administration. 
2177, 2181. 

OflScers employed on special duty for long periods in the office of the 
Director General of Posts and Telegraphs. 1037. 

Opening of a telegraph training class at the Muslim University, Aligarh. 
1304: 

Overworked assistant station masters and pointsmen on the East Indian 
Railway. 1484-85. 

Paucity of Muslim teachers in the Delhi Province. 2180, 2181. 

Percentage of Mussalman clerks in the office of the Audit Officer, 
Indian Stores Department. 2426. 

Proportion of Mussalmans in Chief Auditors^ Offices, East Indian Rail- 
way and Eastern Bengal Railway. 383. 

Proportion of Mussalmans in Divisional Superintendent’s office - and 
Divisional Audit Office, North Western Railway. 383-84. 

Proposition statement of the Delhi Press. 2427. 

Provincialisation of District and Municipal Board Schools. 2786. 

Provision of a rest room for the railway staff at Moradabad. 1485. 

Recognition of the services and talents of Abdul Aziz, a foreman of 
the railway workshop at Moradabad. 1483. 

Removal of the railway offices from Lucknow to Calcutta. 166. 

Representation of minority communities in Departments under the 
Government of India. 347. 

Representation of Muslims in the Education Department of the Delhi 
Province. 2181. 

Restriction of clerical appointments to First Division Matriculates 
by the Chief Auditors, North Western Railway. 383. 

Retention of the services of Mr. P. A. Young as an Assistant Running 
shed foreman at Moradabad. 1484. 

Rules framed by the High Courts under the Code of Civil Procedure. 
166. 

Sanction of a grant for the Moyyad-ul-Islam Orphanage and Middle 
School, Delhi. 2180, 2181. 

Savings Bank Department at the Mansiari Post Office. 348. 

Season post office at Milam. 169-70. 

Speeches delivered by the Maharaja of Burdwan in England. 1037- 
38. 

Successful candidates at the examination for the Subordinate Accounts 
Service. 2427. 

Total amount of salaries drawn by the Hindu and Muslim clerks in the 
office of the Divisional Audit Officer, North Western Railway, Delhi. 
171. 

Usual tenure of an officer on special duty at the headquarters of the 
Government of India. 1037. 

Utilisation of the Fines Fund at Moradabad for the upkeep and 
improvement of the Prince of Wales’s Railway school. 1485. 

Question (Supplementary) re— 

Neglect of the station master at Kirkee to reserve two second class 
compartments for Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, M.L.A. 2594. 

Training College for railway officers at Dehra Dun. 2245. 
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TAKUB, Maulvi MUHAMMAD--concM. 

Besolution re — 

AmftlgiuBafion of the Oriya-speaking tracts. 552-53, 563, 574. 

Salaries of the two members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council possessing Indian experience. 2818. 

YbUitt}, Mb. G. M.- 

Budget Demand for ** Army Department 2310-13. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for “ Army Department 
(General policy and expendiUire). 2225, 2232, 2233. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ** Army TTepartmeni^’. (Loca- 
tion of troops in Muzaftarpur). 2288-89. 

Motion to reduce the Budget Demand for ** Army Department. (Report 
of the Auxiliary and Tei^ritorial Forces Committee: University 
Training Corps.) 2212, 2213. 

Oath of Office. 5. 

Statement by re expenditure on the despatch of troops to China 

2792. 


YOUJJG, Mk. p. a,— 

Question re retention of the services of as an Assistant Running 

shed foreman at Moradabad. 1484. 

YUSUF IMAM, Mb.— 

Oath of Office. 18. 

Question re amalgamation of the Public Works Branch with the De- 
partment of Industries and Labour. 2435-36. 


zamindars’ bank— 

Question re opening of a on the Co-operative Society system in the 

Hazara District of the North West Frontier Province, 1309-10, 

ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY— 

Budget Demand for ** — ^ 2319, 

ZULFIQAR ALI KHAN, Nawab Sib— 

Oath of Office. 1035. 

Question re claims of Muslims to appointments as medical officers of the 
^ State Railways. 1745-46. 


OttP— LD— Wl. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 15th March, 1927. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Want or a Third Class Waitino Room at Gya os the East Indian 

Railway. 

942. Siddheswar Sinha: With reference to unstarred question 
No. 77 (b) of the 7th February, 1927, do Government propose to make an 
inquiry regarding the want of a third class waiting room at Gaya? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No, Sir. It is a matter for the Agent to decide 
and might be brought to his attention through the Local Advisory Com- 
mittee. A copy of the question and answer will, however, be sent to 
the Agent. 

JUDOMENTS or THE HtOH CouRTS OP CALCUTTA, AlLAHABAD AND 
Madras, regarding Brahmani Bulls. 

943. ’•'Mr, Siddheswar Sinha: (a) Are Government aware of the evil 
effects of the judgments of the High Courts of Calcutta (I. L. R. Cal. 
17, page 852), Allahabad (8 All. 51. 9 All. 343), and Madras (11 Mad. 145) 
declaring Brahmani bulls as res nullius? 

(6) If the reply to the aforesaid question be in the affirmative will 
‘Government be pleased to stale what action they have taken or intend oo 
take to remedy the evil effects of the aforesaid judgments? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Government have seen the 
judgments mentioned, but the matter relates to a subject which under 
the Devolution Rules is primarily the concern of Local Governments. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Are Government aware that these Brahmini bulls do 
a lot of mischief and are responsible for a great deal of damage to the 
public and shopkeepers in the market places all over India? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I am aware that stray cattle 
occasionally do damage. 

Sir Hail Singh Qour: Will the Honourable Member kindly inform me 
if they are not res nullius, to whom do they belong? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: That is a proposition of 
'law about which the Honourable Member probably knows more than* I do. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Do Government propose io allow Mr. Siddbeswe^T 
Sinha or his friends to take charge of them? 

( 2241 ) 
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GkaNT of a FKltMANENT I'NBESTKICTBD AuDITOE’S CeETIFICATB TOi 
Mil. C. M. Siva Pbakasam. 

944. *Mi. B. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: 1. Will Government be pleased 

to btate : 

(а) whether they have recently received a memorial, dated 26th 

October, 1926, from one Mr. C. M. Siva Prakasam, the 
holder of a restricted Auditor's certificate under the Indiaxii 
Companies Act, 1913, in the Presidency of Madras appealing 
against the orders of the Madras Government refusing lo 
give a permanent unrestricted Auditor's certificate to him 
under the rules framed by the Local Government under 
section 144 (2) of the Indian Companies Act, 1913? 

(б) whether the Government of India refused to comply with the 

, request of the memorialist for the grant of an unrestricted 

certificate ? 

(c) whether the Government of India have authorised the Madras 

Government to grant a permanent unrestricted Auditor s 
certificate to one Mr. G. Narasimham who is not a holder of 
a Government diploma in Accountancy granted by the 
Diploma Board in Bombay? 

(d) whether the Government of India have power to interfere in 

the matter of the grant of such certificates with the Local 
Government! and if so, under what provision of law? 

(c) the circumstances under which the Government of India were 
pleased to authorise the Madras Government to grant a 
certificate in one case and refuse it in another? 

(/) the reasons which precluded the Government of India from 
considering favourably thj memorial of the said Mr. 
Prakasam ? 

2. Are the Goverament of India prepared to reconsider the case of the 
said Mr. Prakasam and issue orders to the Madras Government for granting 
1 im a permanent unrestricted Auditor's certificate similar to the one granted 
to Mr. G. Narasimham? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: 1. (a), (b) and (c). The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(d) The functions assigned to the Local Governm(3nt by the Indian 
Companies Act, 1913, appertain to the central subject “Trading Com- 
panies and other Associations” with the result that in the exercise of 
those functions the Local Government acts as the agent of the Govern- 
ment of India in accordance with Part IV of the Devolution Eules and 
is therefore subject to control by the Government of India. 

(e) and (/). I refer the Honourable Member to the rules published with 
the Madras Government's Order No. 1891 -Some (Judieial), dated the 
4th August, 1920. Under these rules neither of the gentlemen mentioned 
was eligble for a permanent unrestricted Auditor’s certificate. Mr. G. 
Niirasimham was exempted as a special case. 

2 No, Sir. 
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Changing op the Timings op certain Trains op the East Indian 

Railway. 

945. *Ba]a Eaghunandan Prasad Singh: Has fehe attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to the great discomfort of passengers from Monghyr who 
have to start from that station at 4-20 a.m. and wait at Jamalpur more 
than hours to catch the “41 Up Express to Agra Cantonment via Saheb- 
ganj Loop*’? Do Government propose to change the timings (by a corri- 
gendum slip or public notice) so as to make train No. 10 M {vide page 55 
of the new Time Table from March, 1927) leave Monghyr at 7-48 A‘M-, 
instead of at 8-30 a.m. as at present, and Ihus enable the passengers 
concerned to reach Jamalpur at 8-8 a.m. and avail themselves of the 41 Up 
Express aforesaid at 8-18 a.m.? 

Changing of the Timings of certain Trains op the East Indian 

Railway. 

946. *Ba]a Baghunandan Prasad Singh: Do Government know that 
mail delivery takes place at a late hour in Monghyr due to the fact that 
though the “41 Up Express to Agra Cantonment via Sahebganj” carrying 
moils from down country reaches Jamalpur at 7-58 a.m., the connecting 
train No- 9 M (vide page 55 of the new Time Table from March 1927) 
leaves for Monghyr as late as 9-20 a.m.? Do Government pn-»pose to re- 
move the said grievance of the Monghyr public as well as of the passen- 
gers concerned by ordering changes in the timings in order that train No. 
9 M may start from Jamalpur at 8-30 a.m. instead of at 9-20 a.m. as at 
present? 

Changing of the Timings op certain Tuaixs op the East Indian 

Railway. 

047. *Raja Baghunandan Prasad Singh: Do Govenimeiit propose to 
so change the timings of 47 Up Bhagalpur-Gaya Passenger as to make it 
start from Bhagalpur at 15, instead of at 15-25 as at present, and so enable 
the passengers concerned to avail themselves of 15 Up Express to Delhi via 
the main line? Is it a fact that under the present arrangement, the 
Express is missed by the passengers concerned by reason of 47 Up Bhagal- 
pur-Gaya Pas.seugcr arriving at Kiul Junction only 12 minutes too iate 
(vide pages 23 and 48 of the new Time Table from March, 1927)? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I propose, with your permission, Sir, to answer 
questions Nos.. 945-947 together. 

It is quite impossible for the Government to take any part in the 
arrangement of time tables. Copies of the questions and this answer 
will be sent to the Agent, 

Want op a proper Waiting Shfd and Urinal for Purdah Ladifs 

at Kiul Junction. 

948. ’^Bala Baghunandan Prasad Singh: Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to the great discomfort felt by purdah ladies travelling 
intermediate class due to the want of a proper waiting shed and urinal for 
them at Kiul Junction, in view especially' of the fact that passengers have 
generally to wait there from one to seven hours to catch corresponding 
trains? Do the Government propose to supply the aforesaid dehcienciQs at 
an early date? 
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Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: The s^nawer to the first part of the question is 
in the negative but' a copy of the. Honourable Member’s question will be 
sent to the Agent, East Indian Bail way. 


Grant ok Psumission to Hr. Sodhindra Bose to airroRN to India 

FROM America. 

949. *Khan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: 1. Will Oovemmeni 

please state: 

(а) if they received any communication from the Home Govern- 

ment regarding the grant of permission to return to India of 
one Dr. Sudhindra Bose, who is at present residing in America 
and is a lecturer in the State University of Iowa? 

(б) if it is a fact that in February, 1926, in the House of Commons, 

a question was asked about his permission to return to India 
by Mr. J. Batey, Labour Member for Durham, to which Mr. 

) H. S. Amery replied that he could at any time obtain a cer- 

tificate to enable him to travel to India? 

(c) if it is a fact that in spite of his persistent efforts he could not 
succeed in getting permission to return to India to see his 
aged mother? 

2. Do Government propose to make an inquiry into the matter and 
facilitate the return to India of the said Doctor? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the long reply I gave in this House on the Blst January 
last to the questions of Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh and Mr. D. V. Belvi on 
the same subject. 


Training College kor Bailway Officers at Dehra Dgn. 

950. ^han Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
please state if it is a fact that a Central College for the training of the 
railway officers is going to be started at Dehra Dun in preference to the 
Chandausi School already existing? 

(b) Is it a fact that the running expenses of the school at Chandausi 
would have teen cheaper? Is it a fact that Chandausi has been condemned 
as difficult of access and lacking in facilities ? 

(c) In what way is Chandausi more difficult of access than Dehra Dun 
and what more facilities are there for a Railway College at Dehra Dun? 

(d) What would be the cost of the establishment and the maintenance 
of the College at Dehra Dun? 

The Honourable Sir Chiles Innea: (a) It is proposed to start a train- 
ing college for railway officers at Dehra. The School at Chandausi was 
intended mainly for the training of subordinates and in the existing 
school there is not sufficient accommodation to provide for officers in 
addition to the subordinates. 

(6) and (c). Presumably the Honourable Member refers to the running 
expenses of the training college if located at Chandausi, as the existing 
school at Chandausi will continue for the training of subordinates for which 
li was intended. The expenses of running a training college at Chandausi 
ivould not have been much lower than the estimated expenses of the 
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IMbra Ck)ll6ge. The Chaodausi School was not originally designed to 
meet the requirements of a training college, the place having been chosen 
for the location of the existing school primarily so that an immediate 
start in the training of railway officials could be made as there were build* 
iags available which could be converted. Chandausi is difficult of liccess 
bcung situated away from the main line, lacking in ordinary facilities and 
amenities and is subject to great heat whereas Dehra Dun has a very good^ 
train service from all parts of India, enjoys a good climate and affords^ wiit- 
abie sites for a college on land in Government possession. Further the 
presence of the Prince of Wales’ Military College and the Forest Re- 
search Institute and College makes it a suitable location for a new insti- 
tution such as it is intended to establish. 

(d) The preliminary approximate estimate for the College' is 
Rs. 20,63,500 and the annual working expenses (excluding interest, depre- 
ciation and maintenance of buildings and equipment) is approximately 
Rs. 1,79,000 per annum. 

Maulvi Muhammad Takub: Is it intended that the Chandausi school 
v/ill be only for Indians, and the Dehra school for Eun>peans and Anglo- 
Indians ? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Not at all, Clmndfiusi is intend- 
ed for subordinates and Dehra for officers. 

Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J, Gidney: Will the Honourable Member kindly 
tell us, in the interests of economy and nothing else, whether it is pos- 
sible to have both these soh(K)ls at Dehra instead of one for subordinates 
and junior officers at Chandausi and the other at Dehra? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: I think it would be entirely against 
the interests of economy. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Will the Dehra College be open to Indians 
also? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Certainly, Sir. 

Pakticipatiox ok :U» Cleuks ok thk Postal Department, Rawal- 
riNDF, IN Election CAMPAit.N ok a pvRTirrLAU Candidatk kor 

THE LEniSLAiTVE .ASSEMBLY. 

951. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: Will Government please 
state if the statement made in the Forward* a issue of December 18, 1926, 
page 9, under the heading “ Indian News in brief that “ notices have 
been served on 36 clerks of the Postal Department, Rawalpindi, for having 
taken part in the election campaign of a particular candidate for the Legist 
lative Assembly,’/ is a fact? If so, will the Government be pleased te- 
state the reasons ?^ 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Yes. Because such ac- 
tion is a breach of the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules. 

Mr« Chaman Lall: May I enquire if any action was ttiken agivinst 
these clerks? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The action taken against 
the clerks is that stated in the question asked by my Honourable friend, 
Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan. 
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Mr. Ohaman Lall: Do I understand that the action taken is that notices 
were served but no particular action was taken against these clerks? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: As 1 understand the 
position, the matter is under the consideration of the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. O h a m an Lall: Is he aware that in 1923 similar action was taken 
against the Officer Commanding the Sialkot Division and that Govern- 
ment contented themselves by warning the gentleman concerned? Will 
the Postmaster-General take similar action? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: 1 cannot give the Hon- 
ourable Member any assurance on that point. These particular employ- 
ees definitely contravened the Government Servants’ Conduct liules 
apparently in the interests of the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Chaman Lall: May I ask ilie Honourable Member whether he is 

3 ware of the case of the Officer Commanding the Sialkot Division who 
so definitely contravened the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules, and 
whether Government merely contented themselves with w'arning him, 
and will Government now' indulge in a differentiation? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: There is no question of 
diflfereniiation. These people have contravened the Government Servants* 
Conduct Rules and the action to be taken against them is, so far as I 
imderstand, now under ihe consideration of the Postmaster-General. I 
have nothing further to add to that at tlic present moment. 

Sir Harl Singh Gour: 1 would like to ask tlie Honourable Member 
whether these Government Servants’ (k)nduct Rules w^ere made before or 
after the Reforms of 1919. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: 1 should like to have 
notice of that question. I cannot say spcciiically when tlie change was 
made. 

Mr. Chaman Lall: Is the Honourable Member aware that the Gov- 
ernment Servants’ Conduct Rules do not mention the Legislative Assem- 
bly at all but only the Council. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The Government Servants’ 
Conduct Rules specifically mention the Legislative Council but obviously 
the rule would apply to the Legislative Assembly also. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: Is the Honourable Member aware that 
higher officers than tliese are taking part in these election campaigns 
against Sw'arajist candidates? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I am not aware of that. 
Probably my Honourable friend. Ihe Home Member, may know something 
about it. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Will the Honourable Member kindly 
let me know to what extent the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules 
apply to officers in the Executive Council, officers who are Secretaries 
and who are distinguished servants? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: It applies to all Govern- 
ment servants. I would like an early opportunity of amending the rules 
so as to cover the ease of the Legislative Assembly. 
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Sir Eari Singh Ctour: As the Honourable Member has the rules in 
his bands, would he inform the House as to the date when these rules were 
amended? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Huddiman: If the Honourable Mem- 
her will put down the question, I will give him the date of amendment. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: 1 simply asked the Honourable Member who is 
in possession of a copy of the rules. 

Mr. Kam Narayan Singh: Is the Honourable Member aware that offi- 
cials in Bihar took a very active part in the last election? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I am not aware of it. Has 

the Honourable Member made any (jomplaint? 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: In view of tln^ reference iriade to me by Sir Bhupen- 
■dra Nath Mitra, I ask your permission, Sir, to make a 'jt.ersonal state-' 
merit. I wish to declare on the floor of this House that I had no part or 
lot in the issue of the manifesto in question. I should like to add that 
I was not even aware of it until tlio trouble started between the Post- 
maater-General and these clerks. 

CoNTJlOL OVKH the Pl’ULIO E>miBrriON of I'INKM.^TOGRaPH P'lLMS. 

952. *Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
please state in what way Government controls the public exhibition of 
cinematograph films in India? 

(6) Is it a fact that they are in correspondence with the Secretary of 
State on this question? Have they come to any decision on the question 
•of controlling undesirable films? 

(c) What countries do the majority of such undesirable films generally 
come from ? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (a) Control over the exhibi- 

lion -of cinematograph films is exercised by the constitution of author- 
ities under section 7 of the Cinematograph Act, for the purpose of ex- 
amining and certifying films before public exhibition. Boards of Censor- 
ship have been set up at Bombay, Madras, Calcutta and Rangoon. 

(h) The Government of India have been in correspondence with the 
Secretary of State on this question and certain additional safeguards are 
mow under consideration. 

,(c) The majority of films exhibited in India are of American origin. 


Nkw Taxes tx Aura Cantoxments. 

•953. *Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to an article headed “ New Taxes proposed for Agra 
Cantonments** which appeared in the People* 8 Herald of Agra, dated 12tli 
February, 1927? If so, will Government be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that any extra taxation is to be put into operation in the Agra 
Cantonment area? 
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(6) If the answer is in the affirmative, do Government propose to 
deley the passage of such an order till an inquiry has been made into the 
matter? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a), and (6). Government have not seen the article, 
nor are they aware that any fixtra taxation in the Agra Cantonment area 
is contemplated. I am making inquiries, however, and will inform my 
Honourable friend of the result. 


Land Mortgage Banks. 

964. •U. Tok Kyi: (a) How many Land Mortgage Banks have been 
started in India? 

(b) Have the Government of India received any proposal from the Gov- 
ernment of Burma for the starting of Land Mortgage Banks? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether they are 
prepared to sanction the proposal? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: (a) The information asked for is not available but 
if the Honourable Member so desires it will be obtained from Provincial 
Governments and supplied to him. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise 

U, Tok Kyi: May I ask, Sir, is it the intention of (lovermnent to* 
make Land Mortgage Banking a transferred subject? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: In view of the recent Hesolution passed in another 
place the question of Land Mortgage Banks n now under consideration 

Opening of new Hkanches of the Impkiual JUxk ok Indm in 

Burma, etc. 

965. *IT. Tok Kyi: (a) Has not the Imperial liank of India opened lOO 
new branches all over India during the past 5 years? If so, how many of 
these are in Burma? 

(6) Has the Imperial Bank of India ever recommended Government to* 
establish a New Public Debt Office in Eaugoon? If so. will Government be 
pleased to state if it is their intention to establish one there in the near 
future? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) Yes; throe are in Burma. 

(6) Yes. I woidd invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the 
letter from the Managing Governors of the Imperial Bank No. 1432, dated 
the 27th April 1920, which is included in the correspondence regarding 
the recommendations of the External Capital (Commit tee which was laid 
on the^ table on the Slst January 1927. Tlie matter is under the con- 
sideration of Government. 

U. Tok K]^!: Will the Honourable Member give the names of the three 
places where such branches have been opened? 

The Eonouruble Sir Basil Blackett: Unfortunately I have not the list 
here, and I am afraid I could not pronounce all the names if T had! 
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AVAltABUm OF THE Fo»DS OF THU PoST OfFIOB SaVINOS BaHKS 
FOR THE LOCAL HONEY MARKET, ETC. 

860. *ir, Tok Kyi: (r) la there any proposal before Government that 
the funds of the Post Othce Saving Banks may be made available for the 
leettl money market and particularly for co-operative banks? 

( 6 ) If there is, will Government fce pleased to state whether or not they 
are prepared to accept it? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett t The Honourable Member is pre- 
sumably referring to a suggestion referred to in the correspondence on tho 
subject of the recommendations of the External Capital Committee which 
was recently laid on the table in this House. The funds of the Post 
OflBce bavings Banks are merged in the general balances of the Government 
of India. These balances are, except for the small amounts held at trea- 
Nuries where there are no branches of the Imperial Bank, held by the 
Imperial Bank and are available to the hxjal money market. 

ftr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: Sir, may 1 know whether the Government 
have at present any proposals under consideration to fund these deposits 
separately 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: That subject is one of those which 

are under consideration on the general question of funding advances and 
reserve funds. 

Reduction op tub eni'ire Staff of Pood Inspectors on thb Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 

057. *Haj] Chaudhury Mohammad Ismail Khan: (a) Is it a fact that 
the Government have brought under reduction the entire staff of the Pood 
Inspectors including the Chief Inspector on the Great Indian Penineuldi 
Railway ? 

(b) Was the Traffic Manager consulted in the matter? 

(c) Was Mr. Abdul Hafiz, B.A., the only Mussalman Food Inspector in 
the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Commercial Department in receipt 
of a salary of Rs. 500 per month? 

(d) Is it a fact that s’nce the removal of this office, there is no other 
Mussalman in this grade in the Commercial Department of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway? 

(e) Is it a fact that the name of Mr. Abdul Hafiz was placed by tho 
Railway Board on the waiting list of traffic probationers? 

(/) Is it also a f act^ that he was recommended for this appointment both 
by the Chief and Deputy Managers in recognition of his services as Chief 
Food Inspector? 

(^ 7 ) Do Government propose to reinstate Mr. Abdul Hafiz as a traffic, 
probationer on any of the State Railways? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a), ( 6 ), (c), (d) and (/). Government have no 
information. 

(e) No. His name was circulated to Companies Railways in October 
1923 for employment in the Superior Traffic Department. 

(( 7 ) Recruitment in India for the Trf^n sport ation (Traffic) and Commer- 
cial Departments of the Superior Revenue Establishment of State Baiiv 
ways is now made in accordance with the regulations published in tbm. 
Gazette of India, dated 17th July, 1926. 
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Recommendations op the Indian Auxiliary and TERRiroiiiAL 
Forces Committee. 

958. *Dr. B. S. Moon]#: (a) Will Government be pleased to state if 
tfceir process of consideration cf the recommendations of what is known 
as the Shea Committee is completed and if so, how they propose generally 
to give effect to the recommendations of the Committee? 

(6) Will Government bo pleased to state what scheme they have 
evolved to commence military education in schools as recommended by 
iJbe Shea Committee, so that it may be continued in universities and 
• colleges and be concluded in the Indian Territorial Force, for the purpose 
as propounded by the Committee of spreading military training and the 
inspiration to military service among the manhood of India? 

Hr. O. M. Young: (a) Government have completed their consideration 
of the recommendations of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee, 
and fon^arded their own recommendations to the Secretary of State on the 
24th of June last. Until they receive the orders of the Secretary of 
State, they cannot indicate the nature of their proposals to give effect to 
the recommendations of the Committee. 

(6) I presume that my Honourable friend is referring to the jmssage in 
paragraph 26 (a) of the Feporl of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Com- 
mittee, which runs as follows: 

“ We think it desirable that physical training accompanied by some form of military 
discipline should be adopted as part of the routine of all schools. We commend to the 
educational authorities in all provinces the desirability of employing for this purpose 
military pensioners as instructors.” 

This w’as not one of the specific recommendations of the Committee to the 
Government of India but in the nature of a suggestion to Provincial Gov- 
ernments, with whom the decision lies whether to adopt it or not. 

Total Sthexgth of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces. 

959. *Dr. B. S. Moonje: WTll Government be pleased to supply in- 
♦formation on the following points : 

(a) the total number of rank and file and of commissioned and 

non-commissioned officers in the Auxiliary Forces in India; 

(b) the total population of the community which is eligible for en- 

rolment in i^he Auxiliary Force and the proportion it bears 
to the number recruited in the Force; . 

(c) the total number of rank and file and of commissioned and 

non-commissioned officers in the Indian Territorial Force; 
and 

(d) the total population of the community wdiich is eligible for en- 

rolment in the Indian Territorial Force and the proportion 
it bears to the number recruited in the Force? 

Mr. O. M. Young* 

(a) Offfcrs ......... 1,242 

Other ranks 30,«80 

(c) O'Rccrs ......... 44-i 

Other rrnks ..... , . 16,077 

‘Of these 96 officers and 3^905 other ranks belong to the University Training 
iCoips. ^ 
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(b) and {d), Eecruitment to both the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces 
is subject to age limits, and the figures asked for by my Honourable friend 
could not be obtained, except by holding a census especially for the pur- 
pose. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: 1 have a supplementary question to ask. Is it a 
fact that the Secretary of State has fixed a maximum of 20,000 bs the 
limit for the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces or for either of them? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Yes, Sir, 20,000 is the limit for the Territorial Force. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: When was that limit reached, Sir? 

Mr. G. M. Young: I cannot give the exact date, but it is the limit at 
present. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Is it a fact that a very large number of applica- 
tions had to be refused on the ground that the maximum fixed had already 
been exceeded or reached? 

Mr. G. M. Young: If my Honourable friend will give me notice of that 
question, I shall be glad to answer it. 

Resort to Compulsion in the Reoruiimbnt op the Auxiliary 

Force. 

960. *Dr. B. S. Moonje: (a) In the recruitment of the Auxiliary Force is 
there resort to compulsion of some kind or other and if so, in what form? 

(b) Do Government propose to introduce similar compulsion in the 
recruitment of some of the branches of the non-regular military forces in 
India? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Provincial and Urban Units of the Indian Territorial Force. 

961. *Dr. B. S. Moon]e: (a) How many provincial units of the Indian 
Territorial Force have been so far. formed and in which provinces? 

(b) How many urban units have been so far formed and in which pro- 
vinces and how many in each province, and what is the strength of each 
urban unit in rank and file and 4n officers, commissioned and non-com- 
fltnissioned? 

(c) How many provinces, if any, and which are they, where no pro- 
vincial units of the Territorial Force have been constituted? 

(d) If there are cases where provincial units of the Territorial Force 
have not been constituted why have they not yet been constituted? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) 20 provincial units have been formed as fol- 
lower 

Madras 3, Bombay 3, Bengal 3 Companies, United Provinces 4, 
Punjab and Delhi 5, Bihar and Orissa 2 Companies, Burma 1, 
.North West Frontier Province 1, Ajmere-Merwara 1, Coorg 

(b) No urban units have yet been formed. 

(c) Central Provinces, Assam and Baluchistan. 
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(tf) I am afraid I haTe rKrt been ablQ to obtain a fbll answer to ^thia 
<qpflWEftion, which involves the exatnination orf records in the time at mj. 
^)losid ; but I will inform the Honourable Member as soon as possible. 

University Training Corps. 


962. *Dr, B. S« Mooaje: (a) Will Government be pleased to state in. 
connection with how many universities the University Training Corps have 
been constituted and which are those universities? 

(b) Are there any universities, in connection with which no such corps 
have been formed and if so, which are they and why have they not been 
formed ? 

(c) Did any of these universities apply for permission or help to the 
Government for constituting University Training Corps, and if so, was the 
required permission or assistance given and if not, why not? 

(d) What is the total strength of each University Training Corps iu 
rank and file and in officers? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) Eleven, namely, Bombay, Calcutta, Lahore, 
Madras, Rangoon, Patna, Delhi, Benares, Allahabad, Lucknow and Aligarh. 

(h) and (c). Yes, the Universities of Dacca and Nagpur and the 
Andhra University. The applications were received later than those of 
other universities, and are under consideration. 

(d) I lay on the table a statement showing the exact number of offi- 
oers and other ranks in each Corps. 


Statement Showing the strength of the University Trnining Corps, 




r OflScers . 

• 

• 

20 

Bom bay Battalion 

• 

. } 





t Other Ranks 

• 

i 

622 



r Officers , 

• 

• 

9 

Calcatta Battalion , 

9 

. 1 






(. Other Ranks 

• 


656 

'A 


rOfiicers , 

• 

a 

28 

United Provinces Bnttalkm 

, 

. 1 






t Other Ranks 


• 

592 



r Officers . 

f 

• 

21 

Lahore Battalion . , , 

• 

(.Other Ranks. 

• 

• 

599 



r Officers , 


• 

15 

Madras Battalion • 


1 Other Hanks 


4 

612 



r Officers 



5 

Burma Battalion 

• 

(. Other Rank? 


0 

5ca 

Patna Company 


r Officers 

» 

a 

2 


(.Other Ranks , 

« 

s 

159 

Delhi Company 


r Officer^ 

t 

a 

1 


(.Other Ranks . 

. 


165 
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Univ»ji3it¥ Training Com?s, 

' 4163. *Dr« B. 8. Moon]a: WiH GoTemment be pleaeed to etate: 

(a) if there are any University Training Corps which are supposed 
to have reached their natural limits of expansion and if W, 
which are they; 

.{b) if any arbitrary limitation has been placed upon the natutal 
capacity of expansion of University Training Corps in gen- 
. eral or of any particular Corps and if so, why; and 

(o) if there is a University Training Corps in the Central Provinces 
and if not, why not? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) The establishment for a University Training Corps 
^Battalion is 664 all ranks, and for a Company 165 all ranks. The Honour- 
able Member will see from the statement which I have laid on the table 
that the Calcutta Battalion and the Delhi Company have both reached full 
strengths. The Bombay, United Provinces, Lahore and Madras Battalions, 
and the Patna Company are almost at full strength; and the Burma Bat- 
talion is over 75 per cent, of strength. * 

(h) The only arbitrary limit consists in the, fact that the total strength 
of the Indian Territorial Force, which includes University Training Corps, 
is at present limited to 20,000. 

(c) There is no University Training Corps in the Central Provinces. The 
application for the fonnation of such a Corps in the Central Provinces 
was received too late for provision to be made for such a corps within the 
allotted number of 20,000. 

Dr. B. S. Moonje: Supposing tlie application were renewed^ is there 
any possibility of pennission being given? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Yes, Sir. I think I have stated in my answer to a 
previous question that it is now under consideration. 

University Training Corps. 

964. *Dr. B. S. Moon]e: Will Government be pleased to supply in- 
formation of each University Training Corps according to the religion and 
the caste of the rank and file and of the officers, stating the numbers of 
each religion and each caste? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Members of Universities, for whom University 
Training Corps are constituted, are eligible for enrolment irrespective of 
religion or caste; and I am therefore not in a position to furnish the 
Honourable Member with the information he desires. 

Formation of Territorial Cavalry Squadrons, etc. 

966. ^Dr. B. S. Moonje: Will Government be pleased to state if they 
propose to establish in suitable places Territorial cavalry squadrons and 
other units of the more technical arms such as artillery and Engineer Field 
Companies, signals, pioneers, etc.? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Until the decision' of the Secretary of State cm the 
recommendations of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee s and 
the- Government of India's proposals is redeived, Government can make no 
announcement about future developments in the University Training Cbrpa. 
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Hr. M. S. Aney: May I ask. Sir, what is the time within which the 
Government of India expect the Secretary of State to come to any deci- 
sion on this question? 

Mr. O. M. Young : I am afraid the Government of India have fixed no 
time limit for the Secretary of State. 


Expknditurb on the Training and Maintenance or the Truritohial 
AND Auxiliary Forces during the last three years. 

966. *Dr. B. S. Moon]e: Will Government be pleased to state the 
total amounts of money spent in the training and maintenance of the 
Indian Territorial Force and of the Auxiliary Force respectively year by 
year during the last three years? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The information is as follows : 

Auxiliary Force — 1923-24 — Es. 73,63,692; 1924-25 — Es. 69,87,059; 
1925-20— Es. 74,81,490. 

Territorial Force — 1923-24-trEs. 18,00,070; 1924-25— Es. 21,87,391; 
1925-26— Es. 23,54,274. 


UNSTAEEED QUESTION AND ANSWER 

Use op AEiio-PiioToaBAPHY for Purposes op Surveys, 

190. Sir Victor Sassoon: Have the Government of India considered the 
use of aero-photography for purposes of surve^ys and do they propose to 
consider the question of consulting Provincial Governments as to the 
advisability of using aircraft for purposes of topographical settlement and 
large scale city surveys? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore : The matter is engaging the attention of the Govern- 
ment of India. 


THE GENEEAL BUDGET— LIST OF DEMAND S--contd. 
Second Stage— 

^Jxpenditure J^rom Jtevenue — contd. 

Demand No. 38 — Army Department — contd- 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further consideration of 
Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru’s motion on Demand No. 38. 

Mr. K. 0. Roy (Bengal: Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I desire to 
support the motion of my Honourable friend Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru. 
At the same time I also associate myself generally with the remarks which 
fell from my friend, Mr. Jinnah, who I am sorry to notice is absent 
from the House this morning. My friend, Mr. Kunzru, has been at 
considerable pains to convince this House that the military expenditure 
in India is excessive. Like my friend, Mr. Jayakar, I fiave no mind for 
statistical matter. From my boyhood I have been taught to despise 
statistics because with statistics you can prove anything. But, Sir, the 
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principal test of the size of our Military Budget is our frontier policy 
ahd the foreign policy of the Government of India. The Government of 
India has, strictly speaking, no foreign policy of its own; it is only a 
Sort of sub-agency of the Jb’oreign Oliice in ijowning Street, I have no 
doubt, however, that our little Foreign Office at Simla does a lot of use^ 
ful work for His Majesty's Government for which we receive very little 
or nothing. 

But, Sir, the main work of the Foreign Department is found in the 
Frontier Province of India, the province of my friend, Nawab Sahibzada 
Sir Abdul Qaiyum. There for many years we have been pursuing a 
most ruinous policy, the policy known as the forward policy. I do not 
belong to the school of backward policy. I do not believe in the move 
hack to the Indus; and I do not believe either in the forward policy 
which we have been pursuing for many years to the ruin of our Indian 
finances and to the bad name of the Indian people. Only recently, Sir, 
a distinguished English journalist was visiting this frontier at the invita- 
tion of the Genera'l Staff. What is his verdict? He says, ‘‘Go further 
on; the Finance Member has been niggardly." He calls it a policy of 
peaceful penetration; he says, ‘‘Go to Wana and be near what is called 
the scientific border of India — the Durand Line." I am not enamoured 
of this proposition. Why should we interfere with the tribal independ- 
ence of people who inhabit the land between us and Afghanistan? It haa 
been a wanton interference with their rights; and what are we going to 
give them in return? We are going to give them in return the gift of 
primary schools. At whose cost? At the cost of the Government of 
India, of the Indian people. Suppose, Sir, we go to Wana; we will be 
within a very short distance of the Afghan frontier. What will happen? 
The Government of India will bo called upon to be ever watchful, ever 
vigilant, and to waste more of our money on our Frontier and to ruin 
our Indian finances. My policy is — and I think it is a policy with which 
this House should agree — let us stabilise, not at Is. 6d. or Is. 4d., but 
let us stabilise at Eazm-ak and sit tight there before we make a further 
advance. 

What is the key-noto of our Frontier policy? To be prepared for a 
possible invasion from Eussia? Does anybody in this House expect it? 
I will give it in the words of the Director of Military Operations who is 
now the head of Military Intelligence at our Army Headquarters. This 
is what he told the Calcutta people last year. At his lecture last year 
at the Saturday Club, Colonel Saunders gave it as his considered opinion— 
and it is the opinion of the majority of the military authorities — ^that 
the Eussians are developing plans for an offensive and that Great Britain 
would have to defend India by force of arms within a period which ho 
put as within ten years hence. This is the key-note of our military and 
foreign policy. Does anybody in this House expect a Eussian invasion?' 
The only invasion of which the History of India tells us is the invasion 
of India by Great Britain : and Britain did not come by the North West 
Frontier biffc by the sea and has established an Empire of which we 
are all proud. But, Sir, the present policy we are pursuing on the 
Frontier is a ruinous policy and is a policy which should be condemned 
by the unanimous verdict of this House. A large number of Members 
of 'the first Assembly went to Eazmak and the Frontier; they came back 
overjoyed; I waa sorry for them and for the Government of iDdla. 
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[Mr. K. C. Boy.] 

One more word on this Bubject. The Iiichoape Gommittae had to doa^ 
#ith our eatpeaditure. They had no right— Sir Purshotamdaa 

will correct me if I am wrong — ^they had no right to disouss the questicm 
•of military policy; but iflie Frontier policy was so important that XtorA 
Inohcape thought it fit to visit the Frontier before he came to any oonolu- 
sions about the military expenditure of India. 

Now, Sir, I come to the pet theory of Mr. Jinnah, the Indianisation 
of the Indian Army. I am willing here to acknowledge the great advance 
which the civil administration of this country has made in the domain 
ol Indianisation. If you walk over to the two blocks of buildings oVOf 
there, you will find that there is not a single department which has n6b 
ibeen Indianised. There is at least one department over which my friend, 
Mr. Shore, ably presides, which is fully Indianised to-day. If you ^ to 
the Legislative Department you will find it fifty per cent. Indianised. 
‘there is not a single department including the most confidential depart- 
ments of the Government of India — the Home and Foreign Departments — 
which has not been Indianised to no small extent. But what do yOU 
find if you go to the Army Department and the Army Headquarters? 
Not a single Indian holding any responsible position of any importance. 

‘ They are clerks. After centuries of British rule the military authorities 
have not been able ' to produce an Indian Staff Captain for the Indian 
Army. Go to the Commands and you will find the same thing; go to 
the Districts and you will find the same thing; go to the Brigades and 
you will find the same thing. If this is nob a scandal, I want to ktlOW 
from this House what a scandal is. 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. Jinnah spoke in a tone of great optimism 
about 'iihe Sandliurst Committee. I am not an optimist. I think the 
question of granting King’s commissions to Indians is a subject matter 
over; 100 years old ; arid in my own experience I know that Lord Ourzon 
wanted absolutely to block the way by creating what he called the 
Imperial Cadet Corps. The Imperial Cadet Corps has very rightly come 
to an untimely end and it was really at the Delhi Durbar when His 
Majesty announced personally that the King-Emperor’s commission was 
open to his Indian subjects that some rights were given. What has 
happened since then? We have got partially what we know as responsible 
government in this country. My friends on the other side may say 
whatever they like : I am proud of wha/b we have got (An Honourable 
Member: “Are you?’’) and I' believe in it: I believe in the sincerity of 
the British people. So far as it goes, it is a small conces^n. Bu'b what 
did Mr. Montagu do in respect of the Indianisation of the Indian Army? 
Some of my friends — I believe Mr. Banga Iyer was one — quoted from 
his speech: and he gave the directions given to the Esher Committee. 
I am sorry to say that i'tl was a negative direction and the result has 
so far been rightly negative. This is what Lord Esher wrote : 

“ We also desire to mention that we have been requested, in considering our recom- 
mendations, to avoid, if possible, framing them in such a manner as may hereafter 
prove inconsistent with the gradual approach of India towards a Dominion Stilus; and 
we observe that the Indian Oonstitutional Reforms recentlv approved have in view the 
relaxation of the control of the Secretary of State, as well as of Parliament, over the 
Government of India.*' 

Our late lameated friend, Sir Krishna Oupta, was very sorry that no 
positive mandate' was given, but. Sir, the Government of India did' not 
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sit idle. As soon as the new constitution oame into being, first came the 
Shea Eeport, then the 8 units scheme and lastly the second line of 
defence scheme* ^he Eeport of the Indian Sandhurst Committee will, 

I am sure, tahe some more time to see the light of the day, and probably 
by that time we shall have another Commander-in-Chief, another change 
in the British Government, possibly, we may have a change in the 
Viceroyalty, and it is very likely that the Sandhurst Committee's Eeport 
will be delayed till after a further examination by the Eoyal Commission 
which will come out to examine our Indian constitution in 1929. This is 
my firm conviction. 

As regards the Territorial Force, what has happened? We are only 
trying to provide a second line of defence for our Indian army, and not 
for the British army. Sir John Shea, who is known for his sympathy, 
presided over a Committee some time ago, and reported on the question. 
And the Eeport is now lying for the last 4 or 6 months with the Secretary 
of State. Even in a small matter like this, the organization of a second 
line of defence for the benefit of India only, the Governor General has 
no voice. Although, according to our law, the Governor General is the- 
supreme authority in all these matters, who is really our master? Our 
master is not the Governor General : our master is not the Commander- 
in-Chief; but our master is the Army Council at Home, the Imperial 
General Staff, -and lastly the Imperial Defence Committee. Unless a 
sitrong effort is made to secure a complete orientation of the relationa 
which exist between us and His Majesty's Government over the military 
arrangements, there will be no progress either in the reduction of military 
expenditure or in the Indianization of the army. 

Sir, the last point that appears to me as the most important is the 
one raised by my friend Mr. Eanga Iyer, who is not present here. What 
happened? The Esher Committee put us almost in the wrong. What 
did they actually do? They recommended that the Commander-in-Chief 
in India should be appointed, on the recommendation of the Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff, by His Majesty the King, and not on the recom- 
mendation of the Secretary of State for India or the Governor General 
of India. Then, Sir, the same is to be said about the Chief of the General 
Staff whose name was mentioned by Mr. Jinnah yesterday. General 
Skeen. I have a high regard for General Skeen. He is one of those 
n\ilitary men who is held in great esteem, whose record of service may 
be compared with that of an Edwards or a Lawrence. He is an 
exceptional man; all the same, what is his position? He is appointed 
by the Chief of the General Staff. Where does the Government of 
India come in ? They do not come in anywhere at all. We are under the 
complete authority of His Majesty’s Government, and I know the feel- 
ing — they do not want to budge an inch. If the India Council presses them 
very hard, then they go to the Army Council; if they show any sign, 
of reluctance, then they go to the Imperial Defence Committee. This 
has been my experience, and I think this has been the experience of 
some of the most distinguished Indians and Europeans, who have interest- 
ed themselves in military matters. 

Then, Sir, I shall read to the House an extract showing the attitude 
of mind of the average English officer, high or low, towards the question 
of .Indianization. Here is the opinion of a very distinguished milijarj’^ 
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authority wlio commanded the Indian Army Corps in France. General 
Sir James Willcocks. whose recent death we all deeply deplore, says: 

** It is this. Whatever you do as regards the inhabitants of India, whatever form 
of Government they may eventualy possess, so long as the Union Ja^ck floats over 
Hindustan, do not reduce the present status of the British officer. You will find Indians 
as brave, loyal gentlemen and splendid comrades, and hence you may find it difficult 
to refuse equality of command; but you must make this a cardinal principle, for no 
argument decked in rhetoric will alter the fact, that you can never replace the British 
officer in the Indian Army.** 

This is the universal opinion among the British officers in this country. 
I have very rarely met a British officer who is sympathetic to Indian 
claims because it affects his own right, his own position and his hereditary 
right to command. What is to be done in this matter, Sir? I have very 
carefully thought over tliis matter, and I place my considered opinion 
before the House. We must do what other civilized countries have done. 
I mean no reflection on His Excellency the Commander-in- Chief ; he has 
been associated with India for generations (Applause); he is a man who 
is universally liked by the entire Indian army, and I yield to none in 
my respect and admiration for him. But, Sir, one thing is absolutely 
clear. To-day, we must bring our military system in line with other 
civilized countries of the world. We must establish the supremacy of 
the civil ^authority over our military authorities. We must establish an 
Army Member, who mus't be a civilian, who must come from the Indian 
Civil Service. Unless you establish the supremacy of the civil authority 
over military affairs, I do not think we shall ever be able to make any 
progress. At the same time, Sir, we must keep the Commander-in-Chief, 
because the Commander-in-Chief is the idol of the Indian army. We 
must find out a system by which the entire army policy will be dictated 
not by the Commander-in-Chief, who is the executive head of the Indian 
army, but by the administrative head who must be a Member of the 
Viceroy's Executive Council. 

We want an Army Council for India to be created by a Eoyal Warrant. 
We have one called the Military Council. But in all civilised countries 
they have what is commonly known as the Army Council. Our Military 
Council consists of departmental heads and a civilian Financial Adviser, 
Mr. McLeod. But what is the composition of the Army Council in 
England? It is really composed of 6 persons, and speaking from memory, 
it is composed of 3 civilians and 3 military men. Why cannot you have 
a similar Army Council here? Let us have a strong civilian element in 
the superior control of the Army, then and then alone the Indian view 
point in military affairs vrill be established. 

Then, Sir, we have a Defence Committee here, of which the Viceroy 
is the President; there is also the Commander-in-Chief, there is the Chief 
of the General Staff, the Foreign Secretary, the Home Member and the 
Law Member. They are either in the Executive Council or in the Army 
Council. Then what is the composition of the Imperial Defence Committee 
in England? The Prime Minister is the solitary permanent member, and 
he can choose anybody he likes. Why do not you have the same system 
here ? We must have a leaven of Indians, trusted Members of the Central 
Legislature, as members of the Defence Committee; then and then alone 
the Indian view point in respect of our. foreign and. military policy will pre* 
vail. We have already got three Indian Members in the Executive Council; 
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i:hey, of courae, do their best in shaping our policy but they have got to be 
strengthened and buttressed, and we can do that by establishment of an 
Army Council, by reorganising the Defence Committee of India, and by 
^creating a civilian Member for the Army Department. 

Lastly, Sir, we have heard a good deal about the Indian Territorial 
Force. What is the Territorial Force in England, may I know? Sir, it 
has been recognised in all civilised countries that the Territorial Force 
should be placed in charge of a civilian. When the Territorial Force was 
first created by Lord Haldane, to the best of my recollection, it was £ut in 
charge of the Financial Secretary to the War Office, an elected Member ot 
the Douse of Commons, but now I think it has gone to the portfolio of 
;;hc Under Secretary of State. There is the Director General, General 
Jeudwine. What are we doing in India? The administration of the Terri- 
torial Force in India is vested in the Adjutant GeneraFs Department. Is 
I'his right? T am sure that the Territorial Force will not progress unless 
it is placed under civilian control. This was recognised by my friend 
Pandit Malaviya many 3 ears ago; ho went to the length of suggesting the 
appointment of an Indian ^lember of the Viceroy’s Executive Council as 
a Member to look after the Territorial Force or in ibe alternative the ap- 
pointment of a civilian member to the Military Council for the same duties. 
But of course, in our race for constitutional advances we have forgotten all 
about it. But I am reminding the Honourable Pandit that this is what he 
said many years ago and it stands true to-da^^ Sir, unless this House takes 
an intelligent interest in the military policy of this country and secures 
a complete orientation of the headquarters administration of the Indian 
Army, there is neither going t.) be constitutional advance nor advance in 
f)ur inilitary affairs. Our friends on the other side are very anxious to get 
(‘onstitutional advance ; so are we. But what is the value of a constitu- 
tion which must be defended by a {or.ngri army? Sia*h a constitution no 
■honest Englishman can give and no honest Indian can take. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ ('hamber: Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, I rise to support the amendment before the House. We 
are, Sir, on the last day set aside for Demands for Grants. The total 
number of heads of Demands for Grants is about 79 and during the last 
4 days T do not think we have discussed more than 5. If I mistake not, 
this is Ihe fifth one. The total amount which this House will be called 
upon to vote away by 5 o'clock this afternoon runs into rupees 31 erores 
and 82 lakhs. We have till now, including the present Demand, only 
touched Ks. 12 erores. T am aware, Sir, there is a very strong feeling 
in several quarters of this House that the number of days which have been 
set aside by His Excellency the Viceroy for the Demands for Grants is 
much too small. {An Honourable Member: “Hear, hoar.") One minute. 
Wliilst T am of that opinion, I really feel that this House is responsible for 
such a large amount as about 20 erores going under the guillotine and T 
mention this, Sir, even at the risk of being a little irrelevant in speaking 
on this amendment, because I feel very strongly that, if a few constituenciea 
asked of their elected Members here, why such a large amount was allowed 
to go under the guillotine, it would be very difficult for many Members who 
may be put this question to render an account of what they did during 
Jbhe time of the Demands for Grants. I would like, Sir, to mention one or 
two concrete instances of risk in this. Ever since the New Delhi scheme 
was staried in 1921 and put befqre the Assembly for their vote and most of 
it was votable, I have looked in' vain through the various discussions on tKe 
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DemaRds for Grants to see any particular budget period when the demand 
for a Grant for New Delhi ever was reached T3y the Assembly. A more 
tragic instance, Sir, is in Bombay, where I know that the Development 
Department having been the last one to be started always used to come 
right at the end of the Demands for Grants. And although owing to vorv 
strong feeling all through Bombay that, if the Development Department 
Demand for Grants did come up, very substantial cuts would have been 
>nade, unfortunately owing to want of arrangement or want of discipline, 
whichever you like, it was never reached and the Bombay Council is now 
being told with some justification at least that they were partly at any rate 
responsible for the Development Department mess. 1 therefore appeal to 
this House not to lose sight of the fact that, whilst the number of days 
allotted may be small, it is up to the House to show that they can discuss 
more than 5 heads of Grants in 5 days for after all, if this is the best that 
can be ^one in 5 days, namely, disposing of 5 or 6 heads of Grants, in order 
adequately to dispose of 80 heads of Grants^ does anybody think we want 
the best part of 20 days for Demands for Grants? (An Honourable Mem- 
ber* days.*' Another Honourable Member: **80 days.") In a way 
both these figures I think are unreasonable. And I do not think it is right 
for us to overlook this because I am very much afraid. Sir, that the wav 
in which this particular Session we have handled the Demands for Grants 
cannot ixi said to stand to the credit of the businesslike methods of this 
House. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (llaj shah i Division: Muhammadan Rural): If you 
haVe another half a dozen parties with half a dozen leaders in this House 
it will take more than three months then. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: And if Mr. Kabeerud-Diii Ahmed will in- 
terrupt a little leas perhaps we will be able to shorten that time appreciably 

Sir, the military expenditure of the Government of India is one which 
ftands out pre-eminent as to the extraordinarily siiy)erficial powers which 
this House has on one of the largest spending departments of the Govern- 
ment of India. (An Honourable Member: “Question.") Sir, according 
to the budget figures, the Army estimate is put at rupees 54 ‘92 crores this 
year. Of that the only amount which is subject to the vote of this House 
is Ks. 5 lakhs 98 thousand, just under one-tenth of one per cent, of the 
total expenditure on the Military Department of the Government of India. 
Even supposing this House wanted to show its utmost dissatisfaction with 
cither the policy or any of the details of the Military Department, we could 
not touch more than one-tenth of one per cent, of the total military expendi- 
ture of the Government of India. I hope that it will be borne in mind 
that of all the various departments, the Military Department at any rate 
requires a special day set aside for it, on either the Demands for Grants or 
in any other manner thai> is possible, in order that the various details and the 
policy of that Department may be fully considered and dealt with by this 
House. Sir, T do not wish to take any more time of this House than may 
be absolutely necessary. I wish to refer to one or two special items of 
mteres^, which I see have not been touched by any of my predecessors who 
have spoken on this item. To this expenditure of rupees 55 crores, T see 
.that the Finance Member in his budget speech gives one paragraph, and 
ho mentions Casually there the provision of 5 lakhs of rupees to create the 
Koyal Indian Navy. Due either to the enterprise or to the sense of pro- 
jioriion of the editor, I have, Sir, here cuttings from the Indian Daily Mail 
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which give telegrams from Reuter regarding some questions in Parliament 
about the Royal Indian Navy Bill introduced there : 

“ Mr. Beckett aeked whether the Indian Legislative Assemblsy would be consulted 
before they (l^yal Indian Navy) were sent away from India. Mr. Bridgeman expressed 
the opinion that Mr. Beckett could find there were ample safeguards in the Bill.’* 

A little later, Sir, we have it from Lord Winterton that “he commended 
the Bill to the House because to the best of Lord Birkenhead’s belief it 
was desired by the people of India." 

Now, I wonder, Sir, whether we want any Navy for India which can 
be outside the vote of this House and which could not be touched in point 
of its annual expenditure. 1 understand that a Bill in connection with thia 
Royal Indian Navy will be Brought up later at the Simla Session', but I 
cannot let this opportunity pass without putting it on record, at any rate 
as my personal opinion, that I would have no paraphernalia added to the 
Military Department if it is not subject to the vote of this House. 1 would 
rather go without any Navy or any Air Force or any part of the armament 
required for the defence of India, if this Assembly cannot be trusted by 
Government to vote the necessary money for it on the merits of such re- 
quirements. I see from the Indian Daily Mail of the 9th instant that 
in reply to a question asked in Parliament "whether the Legislative Assem- 
bly did not do what the Government wanted, the Viceroy would have the 
authority to override the Assembly", the Speaker intervened and saved the 
Government Member for having to give a reply .which might have let us into 
approximately what is intended. 

Whilst I yield to none in my aspiration for a Navy for India, I strongly 
feel that it would be wrong for this House to sanction anything which 
in point of expenditure would be outside the reach of this House. It is 
bad enough to have the military' expenditure of rupees 55 crores, Sir, 
outside the reach of this House and to have only 5 lakhs submitted to 
ns for our vote. We have more than (*nough to do before we can get 
Great Britain and the Cabinet to remove this unnatural, unjustified 
handicap, but we do not want a single pie more added to this by 
our vote by creating "'yther a Royal Indian Navy or anything else. Not 
even, Sir, with the temptation and inducement that a few Indians may 
find employment there. I therefore feel, Sir, that at the very first 
opportunity available 1 should lik(' to put it on record — and 1 hope that 
it will have the endorsement of this side of the House at least — that 
we want no addition to our Military Department if we are. not to vote 
the money for it. 

Next, Sir, is the q\iestion of Aden. His Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chi('f dealt with this in his speech before this House on the eSrd of 
this month. His Excellency, Sir, if I may say so, expressed great soli- 
citude in his speech and told us that Aden was never a paying proposition 
and that in giving €250,000 a year towards the militar^^ expenditure of 
Aden for the first 3 years and €150.000 a year after that — presumably, I 
imderstand, permanently — ^His ‘ Excellency, by inference I make out, is of 
opinion that India is striking a very good bargain. Now, Sir, the questipn 
of how India has been made to carry the burden of either Persia or Aden 
or any of the other very convenient places for Imperial domination in the 
East is a long and an old one and I do not wish to deni with it to-day. 
All that I wish to submit to His Excellency the Commandor-in-Chief is, if 
this is so good a proposition or arrangement for India, why was India made 
to bear the expenditure of Aden, both military and civil, for the be&t part 
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of a hundred years ? Sir, Aden has been made what it is to-day — attractive, 
promising and a very useful point for Imperial power — owing to the enter- 
prise of Indians. I know that in deference to the very strong agitation set 
up in Aden and in India the civil administration has for the moment been 
left with the Government of India. But I am not at all sanguine that it 
will long be left there and I have very grave apprehensions that the Colonial 
Office may extend its very strong arm oven to that part bf Aden's adminis- 
tration. I cannot sufficiently deplore. Sir, the manner in which India has 
been saddled with military expenditure in connection with Aden till now, 
and especially during the war period ; I feel that in not consulting the Indian 
Legislsrtiure regarding this latest arrangement, the Government of India 
have, if I may say so, been guilty of a breach of promise, because, in 1922' 
and 1924, — in reply to question No. 144 in the Assembly on the 7th Sep- 
tember 1922 and question No. 309 in the Council of State on the 9th June 
1924 — ^itiwas promised both in this House and in the other place that nothing 
W'ould be done regarding Aden without the Legislature of India being con- 
sulted beforehand. Oiu* helplessness comes home to us M^Hen places which 
India and the Indian tax-payer develop for the best part of a century are 
taken away from our control without the knowledge and the consent of the 
Legislature. It remains to be seen whether it has been done with the 
consent and approval of the Government of India even. But even if the 
Goveniment of India did agree to it, which I would be rather surprised to 
hear, I say that that would not mean that thfe tax-payer of India approves 
of it. But what is to be done? There is no remedy at the moment except 
a protest. It is a mercy that they do not take away the civil administration 
too from the Government of India for the Colonial Office. All that one can 
say is that this is hardly the policy which can inspire confidence or ensure 
the co-operation of the people here or the tax-payer of India, because, after 
all, it was due to India that the representatives of the tax-payer of India 
were given at least an effective voice in this matter before the arrangement 
was completed. The thing, Sir, is notified to us as a fait accomj)H and all 
that remains now to do is to point out how’’ unfair these sorts of arrange- 
ments are and w’am the representatives of the Indian tax-payer here that 
they should be no party to any enterprise in the future which may leave 
them at the mercy of the Colonial Office or of any other Bepart.ment of His 
Majesty's Government. 

Sir, the Finance Member says that the disappearance of post-war 
charges for demobilised officers accounts for a saving of 64 lakhs but, he says, 
this is counterbalanced by the extra provision necessary for the expansion 
of the Air Force. This again, Sir, is a matter which we have to accept 
without any demur, and absolutely, I suppose, without any recourse at 
change in what is now put before us. Where is this, Sir, gping to end? 
There will be new armaments, there will be new methods of destruction, 
and there will be new scientific discoveries made from year to year. In 
spite of India saving all this up-to-date machinery, we arc told that not 
only can the number of men in the troops here not be decreased but it is 
vdry necessary that an increase should be made in fighting troops at the 
very first opportunity. This practically means that whilst the 
War was re^onsiblc for almost doubling of the military ex- 
penditure which was close upon 30 crores before the War but is 
very close upon 60 crores now, within the next 10 or 15 years this might 
mount up to anything between rupees 70 and 76 crores. This, Sir, I am* 
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afraid is really developing into not only a great joke on this Assembly but 
, a cruel joke. After all, if you can trust the people of this country to be 
solicitous of their own safety there can be no objection to putting before 
this House for their vote on the merits of the question any proposals for 
increase required in the military expenditure either for better protection or 
for protection with more up-to-date material over the borders oi India or 
for the purpose, if you like, of internal peace. When, Sir, railways in India 
were few and far between and transport was comparatively scarce and 
primitive, when there were no aeroplanes and none of the other deadly 
weapons available, a certain number of men were necessary in India to 
defend her frontiers and for internal purposes. When the railways have 
now multiplied, and Government have aeroplanes and the rest of the 
'up-to-date materials that they have, they still find that they want the 
same number of troops both for frontier protection and, as is stated in 
His Excellency the Comm an dcr-in -Chief's speech itself, for preservation 
of peace within. 

Now, every year the Indian public are not getting belter arms, hut 
r> Noon arms are being taken aw'ay from them; stricter Arms Eulcs 

have been promulgated, and so far as the civil public are con- 
cerned, they are practically becoming less capable of doing any harm owing 
to the way in which arms have been taken away from them. Is there any 
justification for urging that the personnel of the troops must be preserved 
and even increased for the sake of internal peace? I feel that this aspect 
of it is so serious that unless with an increase in, say, the Iloyal Air Force, 
a corresponding decrease in expenditure is not ensured, there will be no 
end to this. And what I am afraid of most is that, in trying to keep 
Bolshevism away from acn^ss the borders. Government will really by 
higher taxation invite Bolshevism to start from within owing to the 
terrible effects of the high taxation and the very serious effects of it on 
the people as a whole. I cannot help feeling that those who are very 
anxious to increase our military armaments as a source of defence against 
aggression from across the borders really overlook the serious risk to which 
they export the civil population here owing to greater burdens which are 
bound to fall if this policy regarding the Military Department is allowed 
to continue. And there what can this House do? They can only talk, 
they can only express their own disapproval in strong and unequivocal 
terms. 

1 was really surprised when I heard the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber say yesterday, “If your ideal is a national army, would not the cost 
of that be the same as the army lhat we are maintaining at present,”' 
he said/ “ with so much efficiency.” Irrespective of the fact that a 
national army would mean that the money spent on it would be mostly 
spent on the personnel in the country and to that extent would not be "a 
drain on the country — irrespective of that, I am surprised that such an 
important Member of His Excellency the Viceroy's Cabinet should 
overlook the difference between the cost of the British troops and 
the cost of troops that may be recruited from within India. 
T will only name a few figures which are taken from a very 
.authentic source, namely, the report of the Inchcape Committee. 
^ British private, posts Es. 2,503 a year^, an Indian sepoy costs Es. 631 
a year. A British officer British cavalry costs Es. 11,294 and Indian 
cavalry Es. 14,277 — ^that is the British personnel of the Indian army* 
A British officer British infantry costs Es. 10,277 and Indian infantry 
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Bs. 13,992. As against this an Indian oihcer, Viceroy’s Commission, 
Indian cavalry costs Ks. 2,624 and Indian officer Indian infantry 
Bs. 2,124. The difference is more than five times, and whilst one may 
even grant that there is a little higher efficiency with the British person- 
nel — even granting it for the sake of argument, I ask whether that is 
not the efficiency which should be aimed at by the Government of India 
themselves for the Indian officers? And when is a start for this to be 
made? The difference, Sir, on the financial side uf it alone is so attrac- 
tive and so enormous that, after all, if these Viceroy s OMumission 
holders — Indian officers — did so well during the last war, it c.annot bo 
said that any serious risk is being incurred in pusliing on at a faster pace 
than is being done at present, with the Indianisation of the officers* 
grades in the Anny. 1 therefore cannot help coming to the conclusion 
that on the merits ot it, from the point of View'^ of rupees, annas and 
pies alone, there is nothing which can be urged against Indianisation. 
The i’/hole question is. Sir, one of policy of His Majesty’s Government 
and of the War Office and it is there 1 suspect that the Government of 
India havi* been al:solutely helpless. If, therefore, this j)art of it can- 
not possibly be reiiu'died, I fail to see how any reasonable chance exist 
•of a decrease in tin* military expenditure, and to my mind, the risk of 
a siihslantinl increase in the military expenditujre stands cx)nsiddrably 
magnified. I feel that where such important savings can be inade by a 
change in policy, in which unfortunately at the moment we have no 
effective voice, it is a sheer waste of time to touch upon a few small 
rteins which may strike one here and there as points in which savings 
can be made. 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cirai Kristna: 
Non-Muhammadan Bural) : Why do you then want more time for dis- 
cussion ? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: 1 wisli to touch upon one or two of these. 
I wdll only mention them, I do not want to go into details, because 
Mr Prakasam has rightly reminded me tha.^ it will take more time.* The 
Fort Sandernan Railway is one wffiich the Inchcape Committee recom- 
mended to bo built. The cost of camel transport in the last accounts 
which were submitted to that Committee came to abo\it Rs. BO lakhs 
and it w^as cstimatt'd that if a raihvay whto built it would have cost 
about Jts. B5 or 40 lakhs. Owing to certain peculiar vagaries of red tape 
wdiich always exist in any Government office, and which exist in the Govern- 
ment of India Secretariat in a. larger degree, the railw^ay was put off 
from year to year. I should like very much to know what has happened to 
this scheme or what is the amount which the (Tovernment of India in 
the Anny Department continue to spend on the cost of transport to Fort 
Sandernan. 

The capitation grant is a question wffiich had very many objectors to 
it even amongst Englishmen on the Welby Commission. That grant 
to-day stands at the considerable figure of £25 per head of British troops 
in India. It would be pertinent to enquire of the Government of India 
whether any effort has been made to have a decrease effected in this 
figure, and, if not, wffien they expect to move in this matter at all. Op 
is it that £25 per head is to bo taken now to be the normal rate at which 
’the Government of India propose to pay the War Office? There is only 
f)ne word by which the capitstion grant can be adequately described, and 
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that is, in the words of Mr. Buchanan who was on the Welby Commission, 
that nobody in India, believes that it is a fair grant to charge to the 
Indian tax-payer. The sooner it is removed the better for the sake of 
the good name of England herself. 

I have no doubt that we have a very, very long way to go before the 
military policy can be moulded in a manner which will satisfy us. I 
feel that I should suggest one thing, although very small and trifling and 
may not satisfy somii on this side of the House. I should like to ask His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief whether he has any objection to having 
a committee elected by this House attached to his Department, so that 
regarding 1h(‘ various items of expenditure we may at least understand — 
after all, even in the other civil departments these committees are merely 
advisory committei‘s — we mav at least understand some of the various 
increases in expcjnditure or (hiays occurring in getting reductions in many 
directions in his Department . Tht; (piestion of surplus stores is an item 
which strikes one very })romin(‘ntly in this connection. We are tohl that the 
residual surplus of stones still left is consid(‘.rahle but the value of it is nil 
or, more accuratel\, those stores are unsaleable. What is the total cost 
of those stores w'hich liave now turn(‘d out to h(‘. absolutely unsaleable? 
Does it go into crores or is it only a few* lakhs? Surely ho harm can be 
done by an advisory cornrnittcu* like the. other departmental committees 
being consulted ancl ;dlow(‘d to go into such dtdails because they will 
remov(* to my mind a good deal of misunderstanding ol misconception, 
if any at all, on this side' of the House rc'garding some of the details of 
the Military Department. 

Sir, 1 w'ould not like to take \ip more time except in reply to my friend 
Mr. K. C. Hoy wdio askc'd whether consideration of the military policy was 
excluded from the terms of reference to the Tnehcape Committee, Sir, 
the terms of reference to the Inchcape Committee were fairly wide, but I 
will read the short preface which T put on to the note which I submitted 
to His Exccdlency the ViccToy in connection wdth Indian military expendi- 
ture 

“ While corhsideriiig the expenditure of the Government of India on Military Services, 
on the Indian Retrenchment Committee I wa.s greatly impressed with the necessity of 
going beyond the mere details, into the causes which appear to have been at the root 
of the phenomenal growth of Military expenditure. This resulted in the preparation 
of the following Notes. As it did not perhap.s fall strictly within the four corners of 
the terms of reference to the Retrenchment Committee (and this is the view which 
Lord Tnehcape and my other colleagues on the Committee took) it was not embodied in 
their report and I submitted it separately to His Excellency the Viceroy.” 

I fool, Sir that no pin-pricks and no small cuts here and there regarding 
the military expenditure, oven if the wdiole w^as made subject to our vote, 
w’ould give us the relief which w^e seek in the immediate and best interests 
of India and the (rovernment of India. It is a complete change of 
oiitltxdv ill the wdiole policy which alone can bring India to the point where 
every civilised nation has a just right to be. I feel that it is useless to 
criticise the personnel concerned with the Military Department but at the 
same time it would be wrong and amount to failure in our duty if we did 
not, year in and year out, mark our complete disapproval of the method 
and the manner in wdiich the Military Department is being carried on 
owdng to tb(* policy laid dow*n for it. 

Hr. P. B. Haigh (Bombay : Nominated Official) : I had no intention, 
Sir, of speaking on this motion for reduction and I should not have done 
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so had it not been for the speech made }esterday by my Honourable 
friend from Bombay, Mr. Jayaknr. on the question of the Territorial 
Force. I iisteiied to his speech, if my Honourable friend will allow me 
to say so, with the very greatest interest and respect, as I always do 
listen to the spot^ches he makes in this House. I know something of 
the political career of my Honourable friend opposite and every word 
that he says here in the House is entitled to a careful hearing as the 
words of a man who speaks sincerely and from his heart and I trust that 
he wdll believe that I have no intention of carping at anything he said. 
I merely wish to the best of my ability to give him a direct answer on 
some of the points that ho has raised. 


I do not presume to address this House (Ui the general military policy 
of Government. It is not a matter with wdiich I am in any way competent 
to (l(‘$il. I merely wish to speak on a few' points in connection with the 
Territorial Force whicli have come under mv personal notice as a district 
oflicer. It ma\ he that smue Honourable J\Iemb(*rs opposite may inquire 
why I should venture t(< intiTveiie at all, as 1 have no connection either 
w’ith the Arm\ Department nor aiti T a soldier. Well, Sir, it was my 
privilege during the War to seiwe for three years as a subaltom officer 
in an Indian n'giinent and 1 nia\ add for tlie bemefit of my Honourable 
frieiiil op})osite that 1 am j)roud to say that it was a battalion of the 5th 
Mahratta. Light Infantry, a battalion of w'hich the then Adjutant was the 
brother of my H(>noural)le friend the Army Secretary; his name is still 
one to conjure with in that regiment. The burden of Mr. Jayakar's 
speech and to some extent of Mr. Jinnah's speech on the same subject 
w'us this. He said — what have \ou done? You liave not tried to da 
anything.' What you have done is a sham. You have* instead of en- 
•xjouraging the Territorial Force tried to humiliate them. Mr. Jayakar 
.gave us some of his experiences in connection with the formation of the 
University Training Corps. With all respect to Mr. Jayakar 1 cannot hel|^ 
feeling that he may perhaps have misread the actual state of things. It 
must be remembered that for those wffio attempt to undergo military dis- 
cipline for the first time, even as amateur soldiers, some unpleasant 
shocks are in store. I remember very well, as I have no doubt many of 
my Honourable friends on this side do, my early experiences as a private 
in a University Corps. It is 27 years ago since I first enrolled as a 
private in that distinguished corps which no longer exists now — the 
Cambridge University Rifle Volunteers — ^known irreverently as the Bug- 
shooters — and I shall not easily forget the first w'eek we spent in barracks 
in Aldorshoi, in extreme cold, with inadequate blanket arrangements and 
very rough food. T remember very well the first morning after our arrival. 
When the tea for our breakfast was served, it arrived mixed up with sugar 
and milk in a large horse bueket and we dipped in our tin mugs into it. 
Well, w^e got used to it and I think it is quite possible that some of Mr. 
Jayakar 's young friends might have found the inevitable hardships of 
amateur soldiering a little too hard to begin with. (Mr. M. B. Jayakar: “I 
do not complain of it.'') There must have been a misunderstanding on 
both sides. After all he is speaking of what happened several years ago. 
That day is past. We heard yesterday from the Army Secretary himself 
and again this morning in answ’^er to a question that the ranks of the 
Officers' Training Corps in the university battalions are now practically 
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full. The days of those misunderstandings have gone by and I do not 
think we should dwell on the unfortunate incidents that happened in the 
past. 

Now let me turn to the ordinary branch of the Territorial Force, the 
Territorial Force proper as designed to form the beginnings of a second 
line for the Indian Army. * When the Act first cann^ into force I was Col- 
lector of North Kanara in the Bombay Presidency ; not a military district, 
not a di^rict from which many recruits have been ever drawn for the 
regular army. But we had on the extreme north of that district, north 
of the Kalinadi, a group of villages inhabited mostly by the caste of 
Konkani Mahrattas and I thought wo had better make a beginning with 
them. I can assure ray Honourable friend that I was as pleased as he 
was when that Act was passed and T was anxious to do what I could 
-as Collector of the district to help the Territorial Force to be a success 
there. We called together a mooting of the patcls. We got the Com- 
mandant of the Battalion to come down from Poona to attend a meeting. 
We got a translation made of the speeches that were made in this House 
by Colonel Nevitl, I think, and a precis of that was printed in Mahratti 
and distributed. We had a little money left over from the recruiting fund 
from the War and from that we put a man on special duty of the rank 
of circle inspector fl think you call him patwari in the North) and he 
went round the villages ; and w'e got the assistance of tw^o Mahratta 
school masters who were given leave by the education authorities and 
w^e made a regular campaign. A non -official committee was formed, 
the President of w^hich was my dear old friend who is no longer living, 
Diwan Bahadur Yennemadi. Well, Sir. wai succeedc'd in inducing about 
70 recruits to come forward, mostly Mahrattas, some Bhandaris and one 
or two other castes. We also made an effort — this is for my friend Mr. 
Kuthnaswamy — ^to enlist the assistance of the Eoman Catholics who are 
numerous on the coast, and T got the priests to promise to hold forth on 
the subject after Mass at the churches one Sunday. Well, T regret to 
say, Sir, we only got tw^o recruits from that community. We had a 
promise from the headquarters of the battalion that if W'e could raise even 
25 men to form the nucleus of a platoon they would be taken. But un- 
fortunately we never got more than two and so w’e had n'lnciantk’ fo 
decline. We had every assistance from the military authorities in 
Belgaum. It w^as pointed out that Kanara was a remote place and many 
of these recruits might hesitate to come even as far as Belgaum for the 
first year's training. It was not so long after the War and there was 
an uneasy feeling amongst the parents of these young fellows that if 
they once left Kanara they might be sent to France or Russia or goodness 
knows where. So the District Command very kindly arranged for us to 
have the first month’s recruit’s training actually at Kan^^ar. A camp 
was formed there ; arrangements were made for rifle practice and the whole 
of the first vear’s recruit training of the Kanara Company was carried out 
in the neighbourhood of Karwar itself. And if T may be allowed to make 
one suggestion to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, I venture to 
think that it would materially assist r cruiting if it were possible at all 
events for the recruit training to take place in the civil district to which 
the recruits belong. I realize of course that it is necessary ta embody 
the battalion in one centre, and for the Bombay battalion the natural 
centre is Belgaum. But if it were possible ior recruits to do their first- 
year’s training in centres near the district to which they belong, I thmk 
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it might facilitate matters, and 1 venture to make this suggestion to His 
Excellency here. 

Well, Sir, in course of time I bad to leave Kanara and I went to 
Poona, the heart of Maharashtra, the place where, Mr. Jayakar says, if 
anywhere, you must find genuine military enfthusiasm. And what did 
I find? There was hardly a man who had joined the Territorial Force; 
hardly a man. There is a non-official committee. It numbers amongst 
its members a gentleman who was at that time a Member of the Legis- 
lative Council, who had promised openly to do his best to bring recruits. 
In fact he said: “I will bring you men”. I am sorry to say that, they 
have done practically nothing and the Force is moribund. What have 
you done?” says Mr. Jirmah. Well 1 say to Mr. Jayakar: “What have 
you done?” What has my Honourable friend Mr. Kelkar done? Has he 
ever found a single recruit in the Poona district for the Territorial Force? 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : What are the careers open to t hem, that I may go round to preach 
to them and ask them to join the regiment? 

Mr. P. B. Haigh: 1 must point out to my Honoui-able friend that service 
in the Territorial Force or in the Militia is not a career. It is one of the 
privileges open to a citizen to serve in a national army. What are the 
conditions under wffiich he has to serve? The Honourable Mr. Jayakar has 
suggested it is a humiliation. These men serve under exactly the same 
conditions as sepoys in the regular army. Does he mean to say that that 
is a humiliation? Will Mr. Jayakar go into any of the Mnhratta battalions : 
will he go to Belgaum to the training batlalion of the Mahratta Light 
Infantry and say to those men, ” You arc humiliated by serving in this 
way?” He dare not do it. They would repudiate the suggestion at once, 
and very justly. 

Mil M. R. Jayakax (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : When 
1 spoke of humiliation I was referring to racial distinction. There is no 
humiliation involved in drinking tea from buckets. We would welcome 
such a hard life. (Applause.) 

Mr. P. B. Haigh; I notice that Honourable Members applaud. Where 
is the racial distinction that exists among the ranks of the Territorial Force? 
(An Honourable Member: ** Where is it not?'’) (Dr. Moonje also rose to 
interrupt.) I do not give way to Dr. Moonje ; let him look in the book. 
(Laughter.) I say, Sir, that there is no conseiousnoss of racial distinction 
and inferiority among the sepoys of the Regular Army, and sepoys of the 
Territorial Force are treated in the same way as members of the Regular 
Army. Now, Sir, I do noti w’ant to say this in a carping spirit. I want to 
let bygones be bygones. T give an invitation 1o my Honourable friend Mr. 
Kelkar. When we both go back to Poona at the end of this Session, will 
he come with me round the district? Will he come and speak on behalf 
of recruiting? Will my Honourable frieoA Mr. Jayakar come over to Poona 
and help us? Will he speak as eloquently as he spoke here the other day, 
and speak this time in his own language and get these young fellows to 
come forward? They do not realize what a territorial army means. The 
very idea of a citizen army is totally new. They think a soldier is a man 
who follows the profession of arms for a certain number of years and devotes 
his whole time to it. We want the whole idea explained to them. The 
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ifcon-official committee at Toona have done practically nothing. Are you 
going to leave it to the foreigner, the foreign Collector, to go round and 
explain to your young men what service in a Territorial Force means? 1 
ask Mr. Jayakar and Mr. Kelkar and their friends in Poona to come round 
the district and help me. I do not want to make any invidious distinctions 
between officials and non-officials in this respect. The Collector of the 
district is just as much interested in the progress of his district as non- 
official Members like Mr. Kelkar, and I invite Mr. Kelkar, when we get 
back to Poona, to come round and see if we cannot do something to make 
the Terntorial Force there more of a success. “There is no place,” says 
Mr. Jinnah, “there is no plax'e in the national army for the citizens of 
this country”. Well, there are B,000 and some hundred odd places vacant 
still, as he will learn from the figures given by my Honourable friend. 
There is place in the ranks still for many of the young men in the Poona 
district and other parts of Maharashtra, and 1 want my Honourable friends 
opposite to come forward and help to fill those ranks. They call themselves 
liesponsivists and 1 hope that they will show they are by responding to this 
appeal. (Laughter.) (Applause.) 

Sir Darcy Lindsay (J^engal : Piuropean) : Sir, I think the House owes a 
debt of gratitude to my Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas 
for drawing attention to the manner in which the House has dealt with the 
Demands for Grants. I would like to add, Sir, that our little group have 
done our best to assist the House in coming to a discussion on every grant if 
possible. We arranged with other leaders of parties a time table; we 
arranged for the order in which the principal Demands should cr>me forward ; 
we arrangiui. or thought we had, for a shorts time limit in order to give all 
Members a chance*. I vc.ry much regret, Sir, that the good work we and 
the other leaders thought we had organized has broken down. We were 
not successful, and 1 put it to the leaders of })arties that it is due to the 
desire of individual Members to speak at very great length. I would ask 
the loaders another year to try and exercise some control over their Back- 
Benchers in order that we may get on with the business. 

Sir, I, like my Honourable friend Mr. Haigh. do not propose to debate 
on the particular matter of the general policy and expenditure of the Army 
Department, Because* I feel T am not altogether (|ualified. But, Sir, there 
are one or two points io 'which I would like to make a brief reference. Mr. 
Haigh has' drawn attention to the complaints put forward by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Jayakar, in connection with the University Training 
Corps and the Territorial Forces. I do not quite understand what 
is the particular complaint or grievance that Mr. Jayakar has; he has told 
the House to-day that ho does not complain of the hardships that the young 
men or boys have to put up with when in camp of drinking out of buckets 
or taking their tea out of buckets as explained by Mr. Haigh. Then what 
is it that he complains of? T understood it w^as humiliation. Now^ Sir, I 
can quite feel 'wdth him on that score, because when I first became a 
volunteer, I think or 44 years ago, in the city of London, in the London 
Scottish Corps, I felt very humiliated every time T went to a squad drill. 
We had two or three drill sergeants 'with a most wonderful vocabulary of 
abusive terms that it was possible to imagine, and when I w^ent away after 
an hour’s drill, if wishes could kill, they were dead men. Now I ask Mr. 
Jayakar if it is in matters of that sort that he finds complaint, because I 
assure him that it is very common in the training of the youths of the 
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country to form a second^line of defence force. They are not soldiers, and 
it is only for a few hours in the week that they are put to sqifad drill — 
they do not understand it exactly in the same way that an enlisted soldier 
does. I would ask Mr. Jayakar to think the matter over again and see 
whether the system is so very much to blame. 

Now, Sir, with reference to my Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah, I did 
not quite appreciate w^hat appeared to be a little sneer on his part at what 
my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, had put before the House 
a few days ago when he asked us to exercise those virtues of faith, hope, 
charity and love. I think what the Honourable Finance Member had in 
view wap that the House, when making speeches, should exercise a little 
more charity. I know howf easy it is to throw mud at other people and 
become somewhat violent in terms, but it is not pleasant for the other side, 
and it is not pleasant for many listners ; and I would also put it to Members 
thfijfc it is not likely to advance their cause towards the goal that they wish 
to attain. I have it, Sir, in a letter from a verj^ old friend of many Members 
in the House ; he w^as a Member of the House only quite recently ; and he 
writes to me from London : 

“ Some of us here are doing all we can to create a favourable atmosphere here ** 
— ^he was referring to the appointment of the Boyal Commission — 

“ for it must be remembered that any Bill following the Government of India Act 
has to go through the British Parliament. Public opinion irj Kntrland s mizztpd about 
India. The new spirit of Locarno and of the Imperial Conference inclines it to be 
friendly to Indian aspirations, and then it gets a sudden set-back, and we are asked 
to explain communal tension, riots and speeches and votes in the Assembly.’^ 

And he concludes : 

It is up to all of us to flo what we can to ensure that in 1929 the atmosphere in 
England will he what it should be, and this depends largely on what happens in India 
generally and in the Assembly in particular during the intervening period. You have 
all got a difficult task before you, but knowing the calibre of the men who have to 
shoulder the burden, I am by no means without hope and look forward to a large 
measure of co-operation between all parties and the Government as soon as the excite- 
ments of the elections have died down.’* 

Now, Sir, that is the position I put to tho Members on the other side — and 
do you not think that it is worth while trying anoiher method of inducing 
Government to do what is wished for? 

(At this stage a small tile fell from the ceiling.) 

An Honourable Member: This is New Dehli. 

Mr, President: Order, order. Sir Darcy Lindsay. 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: Be less abusive to Government. The Govern- 
ment — I think the House are really ready to admit — are doing a great deal 
for the advancement of India (An Honourable Member :** Are they?**), and 
they never get any credit for that (Hear, hear). Are there no good deeds 
which you can put down to the credit of the Government? (Mr, T, C. 
Goawami: "Very few.**) If that is your view, it reminds me, Sir, of a 
very old story I heard about a sailor who felt that he was dying, "and he 
wished to obtain absolution. The priest heard the story of his life, and it 
was so very bad that he said, "I can’t give you absolution! Cannot you 
think of at least one good deed that you have done?’*^ The sailor thought 
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for a long time and said, “Well, once 1 did convert a Jew to be a Christian*', 
and the priest said, “Perhaps that is a good deed, and if you will recount 
the circumstances, I may see what I can do.“ So the sailor explained that 
on a voyage a passenger fell overboard, and he went away with a boat to 
pick him up, and he was the man who got hold of him, and when he held 
^his head up, he saw he was a Jew, and he said to him, “Jew, will you be a 
Christian?”, and the Jew said, “No”, so he put his head under the water. 
Then he pulled him up again, and repeated “ Jew will you be a Christian?”, 
in a feeble voice, the Jew said, “ Yes,” and with that the sailor said, 
“Very well, die a Christian”, and lot him go. Now that story reminds me 
of my Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah, in his support of the Government for 
the Steel Protection Bill. 

Mr. President: Order, order. I would like the Honourable Member now 
to come to the point, namely, the military policy of the Government of 
India. 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: Well, Sir, I was interested to learn my Honourable 
friend Mr. Eoy’s views on the Frontier policy, and I was particularly 
pleased to hear him say “Stabilise on llazmak”. As far as I am aware? 
Sir, that lis what the military authorities have always proposed to do. 

T thought that was their advance policy. I was up in that district two 
years ago and it is certainly what T was told. The idea was to stabilise 
on Eazmak and have a mobile force there to advance, on Wana or the 
Afghan Frontier, if necessary. 

There ,is one other matter that I would like to refer to in connection 
with the spe(‘eh made yesterday by my Honourable friend, Mr. Banga 
Iyer. Tf I hoard liiin aright, he said that I and my fellow Members in 
the group are ti(»d to the (md of the Government string- 1 dony, Sir, any 
such imputation. We are entirely fri‘o to vote as wo please and we are 
In no way tied to the Government string. In any case .... 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Bohjlkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : All that. I said was that the Honourable Member who leads 
the group and sits on the Front Bench dances to the tune of the Govern- 
ment in regard to the military policy, and he is doing so now. 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: I deny that. We have absolute freedom to hold 
whatever views we please and we are in no way tied to the Government 
or the Government strings. 

Mr. E. B. Howell (Foreign Secretary): Sir? so far as 1 am aware, my 
Honourable friend Mr. K. C. Roy did not mention the subject of the Gov- 
ernment's Frontier policy ns one of the grounds which he put forward for 
criticising the Demand now under the consideration of the .House. There- 
fore, Sir, he has the advantage of taking me unawares: ho hag stabbed 
me in the back; but he has done it very amiably and pleasantly, quite 
in the Mahsiid fashion. Sir, I am glad that he did so and I am grateful. 
For the Frontier problem is one of the great problems that India has to face 
and the attention of this House cannot be too often or too seriously 
drawn to it. Besides, Sir, T have been spending the last three years in 
Wazjirisian in charge of that policy which he denounced so vigorously and 
I have become quite accustomed to this sort of thing- Now, Sir, what 
is the primary object of the Government's policy on the Frontier? I 
leave aside the larger questions — Russia and so forth. I am talking only 
of the actual guarding of our borders. Sir, the object of that policy is 
nothing but the protection of the lives and the properties of those ivho 
dwell in British India, whether they are Englishmen or English women 
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or Indian, Hindu or Musalnmn men or woineii- Our object is that they 
should go about their lawful avocations in peace and security. Now, Sir, 
ifiy friend Mr. Boy said that at some time and in some place — he did 
not mention when or where — Government had been pursuing a ruinous 
forward poUcy. May 1 ask him if T am (joiTect in assuming that he was 
referring to the last few years, sincii 1920? 

Mr. K. 0. Roy: The Waziristan expedition. 

Mr. E. B. Howell: Waziristan since 1920. also mentioned in that 
connection that he had no bc'lief in statistics, because with statistics you 
could prove anything. That may lie so, Sir, but 1 say, without them you 
can prove notliing. (La\ighter). 1 would like, if the House will bear 
with me for few minutes, to give some facts and figures which relate 
only to the two districts of Banmi and Dora Ismail Khan that adjoin 
Waziristan. They are for the years 19 J 9-20 onwai’ds. In those two dis- 
tricts in the year 1919-20 — that was the year of the Afghan War — th(*re 
were no feuer than 824 raids into British India from Waziristan: 149 
British subjects were killed, 197 wounded and property to the value of 
Bs. 12-7^ lakhs was carried off. In the m‘xt yc'ur the number of raids was 
233; lOG persons were killed, 188 wounded and property \/orth Bs. 1*6 
lakhs was carried off. In the next year, 1921-22, the number of raids 
dropped to 129; 50 })cr.s()ns w(‘re killed and 108 wounded and property 
worth *8 of 1 lakh was carried off. In the next year the corresponding 
figures arc 73 raids, HB persons killed, 42 wounded and *4 of 1 lakh of 
rupees of property earned off. In tlu' next year, 1923-24, there were 45 
raids, 26 ])ersons were killed, 10 wer(» wounded and again property worth 
Bs. -4 of a lakh was carried off. In the next year. 1924-25, there were 
21 raids, 18 persons were killed and 18 wounded; -1 of a lakh of rupees 
worth of property was carried off. Last year there were 11 raids, 10 per- 
sons wen' killed. I was wounded and *01 of a lakh worth of property 
carried off, that is, Bs. 1,000 was the amount of property 
carried off. I think, Sir, these figures speak for themselves. At the 
same time. Sir, I would like aJso to give yon figures of GovcaTiment ’s 
military and civil expenditure in connection with Waziristan. I have not 
got the figures for the years 1919-20 and 1920-21. So 1 will begin with 
the figures for 1921-22. In that year military t'xpendiiure amounted to 
Bs. 772 lakhs and Bs. 47 lakhs was spent on the Jandola-Sorarogha road. 
The civil expenditure was only B-B lakhs. Th(' cavil expenditure, I 
should explain, was low, because at that time the militia had been dis- 
banded and the Khassadars were not yet organised. In the following 
year military expenditure fell to 747 lakhs and civil expenditure rose to 
45-9 lakhs, which marked the inauguration of tlu' Khassadar system. 
There^was a slight increase in tribal allowances and the expansion of the 
two Scout (’orps,^ who are responsible for maintaining the safety of cer- 
tain parts of Waziristan. In the same year the expenditure on road build- 
ing and hutting at Bazmak was 108 lakhs. In the following year, 1923- 
24, mhitary expenditure fell to 455 lakhs, while civil expenditure rose 
to 60 lakhs, at which point it has since been stable. 86 lakhs wore spent 
again on road construction and hutting at Bazmak and elsewhere. In' 
1924-25 stability was attained in military expenditure also at 283 lakhs, 
while c’vil expcndiiture remained approximately the same, 58-7 lakhs; 
48 7 lakhs were spent on road construction. Last year the military ex- 
penditure again stood at Bs. 281 laths, with 39 lakhs for road construe- 
iion. 
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Nr>\v, Sir, T think these - figures really are a pnK)f that the policy that 
this Governtneni have been followint?, whether it is a forward policy or 
not — T will ('onP‘ t.o that in a nioment — ^lias certainly not been ruinous. 
I am, Sir, J Dunk, (fhalified to speak on this head, because I have myself 
been in Wayjristan for the last 2^ years in charge of that policy. My 
friend Mr. Eoy denounced it as a “forward policy” and in the same 
breath he said “Sit tight at Bazmak and do not go to Wana.” Sir, as a 
matter of fact, ihough he may not be aware of it, Kazmak is nearer the 
Afghan frontier than Wana. How you can get to Eazmak without a for- 
ward policy T cannot imagine. However, Sir, wo arc at Eazmak and 
we are not at Wana. Tt is a tenable argument, one may say that the 
tribes of Waziristan are sufFicdcntly bound down from doing mischief to 
us ill British India by the presence of a force at Eazmak. That, Sir, is 
an arguable proposition, but it is a very long way from Eazmak to Wanar 
and a very difficult road in parts. Perhaps Mr. Eoy does not know it,, 
but T do, having walked that disianoe this spring with the column* 

Mention of roads brings nio to an item vvbieb T mentioned over and 
over agiun in giving those figures just now, and that is the system of 
road construction in Waziristan. T do not propose to bother the House 
with details, but I would like nothing better than to take a party from 
the House over those roads. (Some llonoiirahle Members : “No. thanks,, 
we do not want to go.”) Those roads, have acted, Sir, exactly in the 
same way that the roads built 200 years ago by General Wade in the 
Highlands of Scotland act(‘d. They are Jicting ns civilizing agents. T 
know many Mahsud-Wazir maliks who own their own motor cars. Thev 
may perhaps take up 15 or 20 passengers most of them armed wdth rifles, 
but they do conic out of their own country and go into the bazars of 
Bntish India. They go to places like Tank and Bannu, thev do hnv 
things there, they do meet their fellow men and they do get away from that 
spirit of Here is a stranger, heave half a brick at him” which is said to 
have been the traditional attitude of Engli.shmen not so very long ago. 

Perhaps \ou may bo aware. Sir, tlio House is prr)l)ably aware, 
that when Govemmont firsi occupied Wana it did so at the request of 
tlie Wazirs themselves, and whrai T was theiVi with tlu' column in Mav 
last, there was one subject whicli no Wazir could be ki'pt off. They all 
said with one voice, ‘Tor God’s sake come back fo Wana”. 
T may mention one more thing, 8ir, I say it in no spirit of vain glory. 
When I left Waziristan, (be Mabsuds gave me a garden party at Tank. 
This they paid for themselves. So did the W^azirs at a place near Bannu, 
They would no doubt have done the same for any one else. Thev are not* 
accusi'OiTit'd to paying for things themselves. Thev are accustomed to 
lake what they want. But they conducted the vdiole business of the 
garden party admirably and th(w made perfect hosts. At those* garden 
parties iV'falik after Malik made speeches, responsible Maliks representing 
the tribe. They said, “Newer have wo had bettor relations with the 
British Government than during the past few years and we trust that 
present conditions "may go on*” Of course. Sir* I am not such a fool 
as to believe everything that Wazirs or Mahsuds say to me, but T do ask 
the House to belicwe that thosi' sentiments were on the whoU' more or 
less (sincere. 

Sir, I would now like to turn to another subjeet. Tt is not reallr 
primarily my business, but perhaps the House will bear wdth jne. I 
refer to mv friend Sir Pnrshotamdas Thakurdas’ remu^rks mi the subject 
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of Aden. 1 would not deal with that topic but for the fact that he alleged 
breach of promise in this matter. Now, Sir, that promise was given by 
Sir Denys Bray, in whose plact» I am for the motnent standing. Sir 
Purshotamdas chose to use the phrase “breach of promise.’' I under- 
stand :that that phrase is general used in collection with promises of 
marriage. I think in this case it was not very apt. For the marriage be- 
tween Aden and India rjemains undissolved. Ho may have* intended 
breach of faith. I deny that charge, which is peculiarly obnoxious to a 
person in my position. The promise made by Sir Denys Bray was that the 
House would be consulted before a decision was taken. From the very 
fact that Sir Denys Bray gave that promise, it is clear that it was not a 
promise relating to the incidence of military expenditure, but to the 
future control and administration of Aden, and it is also perfectly 
clear that it really meant an adverse decision. Tn this connection I 
submit that the decision has not been an adverse decision, but on the 
contrary a very favourable decision indeed. Therefore I maintain that there 
was no breach of any undertaking whatever. May I provide the Honour- 
able Member with a few facts in regard to Aden? 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City: Muhammadan Turban): Is the Hon- 
ourable Member aware tlial the Government of Bombay actually dropped 
the Bill .... 

Mr. E. B. Howell: I am not giving way to you, Sir. 

Sir, up to the year 1900, India, from which place an expedition went 
forth in the year 1839 to occupy Aden, treated Aden as part of India. 

j ^ Then came the Welby Commission as a result of which the 
Home Government contributed a sum equal to half the 
military expenditure on Aden at that time. That went on until the 
War, although of course actual expenditure no doubt increased in that 
period. In the year 1917 the Home Government informed the Indian 
Govemmenl that they wished to retain in their own hands direct military 
and political control at Aden. They have done so ever since. I take it 
what the House is interested in is the fate of the settlement and the 
Indians in that settlement, who by the way scarcely number 3,000 out 
of a total population of 56,000. That is what the House is interested 
in, not the Arab tribes in the hinterland. After 1917 came the end of 
the War. Throughoul the War Ehs Majesty’s Government bore all 
extraordinary expenditure in connection with the War and the Indian 
Government continued to pay the cost of the garrison less the annual 
contribution of £72,000. With the re-establishment of peace conditions 
came a new arrangement. The Home Government continued to contri- 
bute this £72,000; India continued to pay the cost of the ])re-war 
ganlson less this contribution, and the remaining expenditure with an 
enlarged and more expensive garrison was shared equally between the 
two Governments. The actual burden which fell upon India this la.st 
year ior which I have figures, 1924-26, was 40 lakhs odd. Now, Sir, 
we have come to a fresh agreement. We are going to pay, as His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief told you, £250,000 for 3 years and 
after that £160,000 or one-third of the total expenditure, whichever is 
less. I maintain, Sir, that that is a favourable bargain and I do not 
see how anyone who can do a little arithmetic can question it. 

Mr. T. C* Ooswami (Calcutta Suburbs : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, with regard to Aden, the excuse which has been pleaded by the 
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Foreign Secretary that, because the decision — which was arrived at 
Avithout consulting tho Assembly and therefore I repeat in disregwd 
of a promise given to this House — in his opinion is not e.dverse to India, 
therefore there has not been any breach of faith . . . • 

Mr. £. B. Howell: My point was that there has been no decision. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: Why has the Bombay Government dropped its 
Bill? 

Mr. Ohaman Lall (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : Why did His 
Excellency the Curi\mander-in-Chief make that announcement here if 
there was no decision arrived at? 

Mr. T. 0. Goswami: If there is no decision Ihe whole of the second 
paragraph of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 's speech which 
T have before me has no meaning absolutely. That plea which Mr. 
Howell has now taken up is so flimsy that I shall not insult the intelli- 
gence of the House by trying to repudiate it. Sir, a little incident which 
look ]»iace a few minutes back, (pointing to the ceiling from which a 
brick bad fallen) which the most ingenious advocate defending the 
architect of these buildings could not dare to bring within the plea of 
' Act of God,” set in motion some thoughts in my mind. This architec- 
ture of New Dellii at once appeared to my mind to typify the military 
organisation of this country. It is a huge, colossal, gaunt and graceless 
system. It has all the appearance of strength if only because it has 
been reared on extravagance; but, in the course of time and v/hen the 
time comes to tost it, it will — and it gives me comfort to contemplate — 
give way. 1 suggested the otlu'r day to the Honouhible IMembor in 
charge of Public Works that the uncompleted buildings in New' Delhi 
might be made over to the Archaeological Department. Sir, I look 
forward to the day when this archaic system of military administration 
in this country will be consigned to the archives. 

Wo liave in the Commander- in-Cluef’f^ speech, delivered on the 
3rd of March, a virtual repudiation of the Inchcape Committee's recom- 
mendation of the fifty crore limit of military expenditure. In past 
years I was at great pains to point out to this House the concealed 
items of military expenditure; so that I have always questioned t-he 
accuracy of tliose figures of 56 and 57 crores as representing the total 
military expenditure. In the present Budget, even on a superficial 
examination of the Demands for Grants, I find there are items, for 
instance, under Demand No. 74, North-West Frontier Province, involv- 
ing Bs. 230 lakhs and under the Demand, Frontier Watch and Ward, in- 
volving Ks. 119 lakhs; and then there are items under Civil Works which 
really are military expenditure. Sir, if you add up the concealed items 
of miliiary expenditure, the total military expenditure of this country 
stands at a much higher figure than is presented to us in the Budget. 
Of course this year the Waziristan scheme, which used to pervade so 
many of the Demands for Grants in past years, does not ' appear; At 
the same time I must say that even in this Budget, if we add up the 
concealed items, the total military expenditure will be found to be a 
good deal in excess of the pretended total. 

, I thought, when I went away yesterday from this House, that it 
w'ould be unnecessary for me to refer to the University Training Corps. 

c 2 
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But speeches of Honourable Members to-day make it necessary for me 
to emphasise again the differential treatment between the Auxiliary, 
Force and the Territorial Force; and the grievances of the UniverBity 
Training Corps men, at least so far as the Calcutta University Corps is 
concerned; are not of the nature which have been ridiculed by Sir Darcy 
Lindsay and the Honourable gentleman over there. It is really a 
humiliation .... 

Mr. P, B. Haigh: May I intervene for a moment .... 

Mr. T. 0. Gtofiwami: I do not give way, Sir ... . 

Mr. P. B. Haigh: T wish to protest against the insinuation (Criei of 
** Order, order.”) 

I Mr. President: The Honourable Member refuses to give way. Is it a 
matter of personal explanation? 

Mr. P. B. Haigh: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I haA 
no desire whatever to ridicule the grievances of these young men at all ; 
I merely pointed out that in the entirely novel circumstances they might 
be inclined to attach undue importance to and put an unfavourable cons- 
truction upon what I may call the incidents of amateur soldiering. It 
is the last thing in my mind and I disclaim altogether any desire what- 
ever to ridicule the feelings of these young men who havo had the 
patriotism to come fonN'ard and join the University Training Corps. 

Mr. T. 0. Goswami: I do not grudge the Honourable Member the 
privilege of his supplementary speech. But I do submit that it is not 
a matter about which you can justly be light-hearted or which you can 
with any decency indieule, — nanu-ly, the susceptibilities oi* educated 
young men. I know these Univi i^^iiy Training Corps are used only for 
the purpose of furnishing guards of lionour to Governors and the Gover- 
nor-General — a most humiliating thing. Then, it was pointed out that 
they were not given rifles; they were not trusted. Is ihat not luunilin- 
tion? In what manner can you more effectively humiliate men who have 
self-respect, men who come from respectable families, men who have 
received education and have learnt to think for themselves. Sir, I again 
repeat that to ridicule high sentiments of self-respect is a crime. 

Then, as regards Indian Sandhurst it was iny opinion before the 
Sandhurst Committee, of which my Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah, was 
a member, — it was my submission before that Committee that wo should 
tuni our eyes away from the fascinations of the English Sandhurst, that 
we rnusT. cease to think of sending our boys to Sandhurst. It was pointed 
out by an Honourable Member at the other end of the House yesterday 
that of the Indian boys who had been to Sandhurst, some were dis- 
qualifiexi. Now, Sir. I have no hesitation in saying that I have yery 
grave suspicion as to the reasons why some of our boys failed to com- 
plete their training. It is a suspicion which is shared by many people 
in this country, and it is my deliberate conviction that we should not 
send our boys to Sandhurst and that the substantial contributions which, 
as Mr. Jinnah pointed out yesterday, we pay to Sandhurst, to Wool- 
wich and to Chatham, ought to be withdrawn. We should have a miln 
tary training college in India and we must turn our eyes away for ever 
fmm Sandhurst. 
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Then, Sir, there is the question of troops being sent out ot India. 
I am epesddng on the subject as a general subject. I think this House 
ought to condemn unequivocally the sending of troops out of India for 
purposes which are not directly connected with the defence of 
India .... 

Mr, President: Does the Honourable Member wish to raise this question 
on this cut? It is a big question which will take some time to discuss. ^ If 
the Honourable Member however desires to raise it now, I have no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. T. 0. Qoswami: I was only mentioning this matter because I 
thought it was a matter of military policy. 

Mr. President: If the Honourable ^lember wants to discuss il, the 
Chair has no objection. 

Mr. T. C. Ooswami: 1 accede to your suggestion, Sir, that I should not 
go at length into the subject. I only wish to put it to the House that 
our soldiers should not be used as hired assassins. 

Sir, it is our belief that this huge military organization is kept up not 
merely with a view to protect India from outsiders, but rather with a view 
to suppress our liberties. That is my belief, and that is a belief borne 
out by facts which I have observed, that great preparations have been 
made to meet certain contingencies, certain eventualities. For instance, 
great preparations have been made in case the threat of civil disobdienoe 
is put into operation ; and the whole policy with regard to aeix)dromes and 
aeroplanes, with regard to the dispositions of troops in different parts of 
the country seems to have been based on an imaginary campaign of civil 
disobedience in this country. Sir, this is not a view which is very far- 
fetched. We have the history of Mesopotamia in our minds. There aero- 
planes and bombs were actually used for the purpose of enforcing payment 
of taxes, and I have heard from military officers whose names I cannot dis- 
close, that similar preparations have been undertaken in this country; so 
that we pay not merely ,to keep the British garrison here, not merely for 
training English troops in this country at the expense of India, but we 
pay for our own enslavement and for the perpetuation of our impotence. 
That is where the Military Budget hurts me most. It is not that 50 crores 
is not a small amount ; it is a large amount, but I think that India could 
have to a certain extent overlooked this heavy expenditure had it not been 
for the painful fact that it means the perpetuation of our impotence. That 
is how the Military Budget hurts me terribly. 

Lastly, permit me to say, that by the attitude of Government in not 
taking this House into their confidence, in continuing to withhold from this 
House detailed information with regard to military expenditure and general 
policy, they are driving us more and more to desperation, and they are 
making the country feel that it is useless to argue with the power that 
rules the land to-day, that perhaps other methods are necessary — ^methods 
other than those of aigxunent and persuasion. That is a feeling which it 
may be dangerous to foster in this country. Sir, after all even a pampered 
child of fortune like Great Britain has in ordinary prudence to look forwctrd 
to times less propitious than the present, and after all wars in Europe may 
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become inevitable, and it may become necessary for the Commander-in- 
Chief, instead of making the sort, of speech he made on the 8rd of March, 
to come, and upon bended knees and with folded hands to ask for contri- 
butions from India, contributions in men and money. Such tilings have 
happened before, and such things may happen again. 

Sir Eari Singh Gour (Centnil Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, before speaking on the main question, 1 should like to reply to 
the Honourable Mr. Haigh’s reference to Mr. Jayakar and the Territorial 
Forces. And in doing so, he will believe me when I say that my associa- 
tion with the Territorial Forces of at any rate one University is intimate and 
I am conversani with the needs and requirements of the Territorial Forces 
of that University. Sir, 4 years ago, when I applied on behalf of the 
Delhi University for the leave of His Excellency, the then Commander-in- 
Chief, for instituting a '^remtorial Force, after two years of negotiation a 
company was sanctioned and within a fortnight we produced boys suth- 
cieiit to fill two companies and the result was that Mr. Burdon, the then 
Army Secretary, said that since the first company was a success, sanction 
would be given for the ereation of anotber comj)an\ . So that we had on 
the waiting list something like 185 boys who were awaiting the decision of 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chiof for onlistment in the second com- 
pany. But as soon as the first company was formed, my boys all came 
to me in groups and complained to me that the discrimination that was 
made between themselves and the members of the Auxiliary Force was 
to the following effect. I complained of it to the then Military Secretary 
and it lias been the subject of reference on the floor of this Hcnise; and the 
Honourable Mr. Haigh will bear me out if he consults ibe military autho- 
rities that the thing that galls members of the ITniversity Training Corps 
is this, that, while the members of the Auxiliary Force are regarded as the 
second line of defence of the British Army and their treatment and equip- 
ment therefore approximates to that of the British Army, the members of 
the Territorial Force are regarded as the second line of defence of the 
Sepoy Army and their equipment, therefore, approximates to that of the 
Indian sepoy in the Indian Army, the result being that during the first 
year, the members of the Delhi University Training Coitis were merely 
given drill like school boys without any arms and accoutrements and the 
complaint which the Honourable Mr. Jayakar has made from far-off 
Bombay is a complaint which can be verified by reference to the members 
of the Delhi University Training Corps. That is what is wrong with the 
Territorial Force connected with the universities of India. ^ 

Sir, passing on to the main subject, I am not here concerned with 
either the Indianisation of the Army or with the various questions which 
the Honourable Members of this House have raised; and when I rise to 
speak here on this subject I speak with a heavy heart because I feel that a 
decision has been come to by the Army Council and the War Office and 
possibly the British Cabinet against which both this Assembly and the 
Government of' India feel powerless. Let me give the Honourable Members 
the facts. Immediately after the close of the Great War the Secretary, 
of State for India appointed a Committee for the purpose of making recom- 
mendations regarding the Army in India. That Committee was presided 
over by Lord Esher, and in the forefront of the report of that Committee 
it was laid down as one of the principal recommendations of the Committee' 
that t)be objective of the Army of India was to treat it as a unit of the^ 
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Imperial forces. Weil, Sir, since the report of that Committee was pub- 
lished the Members of the first Assembly raised a debate on that question 
and a Committee, with the consent of the Government of India, was 
appointed to examine the proposals made by the Esher Committee. Hon- 
ourable Members will find, if they turn to the report of the Esher Com- 
mittee, dated the 22nd June, 1920, and the subsequent Resolutions of 
the Assembly, dated the 28th March, 1921, how far iliti Government of 
India and .the elected Members of the House were in entire agreement as 
to the main object and policy in regard to the military in India. While the 
Esher Committee had recommended that the Annv in India must be re- 
garded as an instrument of Imperial policy, the Government of India and 
this House conjointly decided that the main policy of the Army of India 
is the defence of India. Consequently, at that time, the Government of 
India, presumably with the consent of the then SecrelarN of Stale, fell 
into line with the wishes of the Members of this House and a series of 
Resolutions were then passed on the date I have given enunciating the 
policy regarding the Army in India and the ways and means by which 
that policy was to be carried out. Honourable Members will be interested 
to learn that in formulating those Resolutions we were mainly guided by 
the report of Sir Krishna Gupta who was a member of Lord Esher's Com- 
mittee Let me recapitulate the main recommendations which Sir Krishna 
Gupta as a member of the Esher Committee made dissenting from the 
majority report. He said that “the superior ranks of every branch of the 
army, including the Artillery, Air Force, Engineers, Transports and Sup- 
plies, etc., should be freely open to qualified Indians." Then he went on 
to say that those should be drawn not from the wealthy families, but the 
best qualified candidates irrespective of birth or creed. "As in every other 
country, so in India, it is the educated middle-classes which must furnish 
the largest contingent of officers." Then Sir Krishna Gupta pointed out 
that " no effort should be spared to make .the Territorial Force a 
success and a real adjunct to the regular army," “ The practice 
he said, " of officering the Indian Army by regular periodical 
drafts from Europe is not only very costly, but it is harmful to the 
best interests of India", and then he suggested that "steps should be taken 
in due course to establish in India training and edueational institutions for 
all branches of the Army", and then he pointed out that "Our proposals 
must add largely to the army expenditure, which is already high, and the 
only way of introducing economy without impairing efficiency is gradually; 
to increase the Indian element in the ranks as well as in superior positions"'. 
Sir, these were the main recommendations of the Indian member of Lord 
Esher's Committee and every one of those recommendations were confirmed 
by the unanimous vote of the House in which the Government joined. 
Wo expected and we presumed that the Government of India could not 
have lent their support to all these Resolutions without ilu previous con- 
currence of and consultation with the Secretary of State and the subse- 
quent history of these Resolutions shows that the then Secretary of State 
must have really approved the concurrence of the Government" of India 
to the Resolutions of the Assembly. For we find that in order to give 
effect io these Resolutions the Government appointed a Departmental 
Committee and also appointed another Cammittoo popularly known as the 
Military Requirements Committee and both of them submitted their report. 
We waited for two years to give effect to the recommendations of .this 
House and when we found that there was delay and disquieting nmK>{ii*sr 
began to reach us from England as to the intervention, of the War Office we 
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moved another Kesolution on the 4th July, 1928, asking the Government 
to give effect to our considered Resolutions. On that day Mr. Burdon let 
4he cat out of the bag and let me give you the ipsissima verba of the Hon- 
ourable the Army Secretary. He said: 

“ His Majesty’^ Government, taking, as needs they must, a serious view of the high 
responsibility which rests upon them, are not prepared to risk the efficiency and tradi- 
tional reputation of the Indian Army by emoarKing on any large and revolutionary 
change, such as would be involved by immediately replacing British officers in large 
numbers by Indian officers, without — without I say — having the proof of some well 
chosen experience that the risk will not be unduly great. Accordingly, for the time 
>being, Indianisation has been limited, so far as formations are concerned, and apart 
from the employment of individual officers, to the gradual substitution of Indian officers 
for British officers in eight selected units of the primary combatant arms — cavalry and 
infantry.” 

In plain prose this means that His Majesty’s Government had overruled 
the combined recommendations of the Government of India and the Legis- 
lative Assembly on the first and foremost principle which enunciated the 
policy which we wanted the Secretary of State and the Government of 
India to accede to, namely, that the policy of the Army in India should be 
restricted and confined to the defence of India. The War Office, on the 
other hand, who had always been struggling to use the Indian Army as a 
•pawn in the Imperial game, overruled not only the Government of India 
but also the Secretary of State for India, and it is against this that this 
House has been complaining during the last four years. What is the 
good of our appointing (committees for Indianisation here and Indianisation 
there? The first and foremost principle that we want the Government of 
India and the Secretary of State to accede to is that the sole objective of 
the Army in India is the defence of India and nothing more than and 
nothing beyond the defence of India. Are the Government prepared to 
accede to this policy? Have the Government any information that the 
War Office have not overruled all their recommendations made 
as far back as 1921 on the principle which I have submitted 
for th^ consideration of this House? And that, I submit, is a 
principle upon which this House ^should give ar united vote. Sir, so far as 
the Government of India are concerned, I have no quarrel with them be- 
cause they have been fighting at least up to 1922 and possibly till 1923 the 
battle for India. It is the War Office that has^ been overruling the Govern- 
ment of India and the considered decision of Members of this House. This 
fact was brought home to this House in a remarkable way about 3 years 
ago when the Under- Secretary of State for War declared in the House of 
(jpmmons that, while the Government of India concurring with the Inchcape 
Committee had recommended the reduction of 10,000 white troops, the 
British Government were unable to accede to their recommendation and 
that if they had acceded to their recommendation, it would add to the cost 
bf the British tax-payer. The result was that the British Government 
overruled the combined recommendations of the Inchcape Committee and 
of the Government of India and presumably of the Secretary of State for 
India and that not for the interest of India but because it would increase 
the taxes of the British tax-payer. That was the statement which was 
'made by Colonel Guinness, the Under-Secretary of State for War, in the 
House of Commons and one of us drew the attention of the Government 
of India to that fact. Now,«Sir, what we want is to reaffirm the policy 
which we have all along struggled for, namely, that the policy of the mili- 
tary in India should be limited to the defence of India and we should 
therefore in passing the motion that we do, be understood to reaffirm the 
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series of Kesolutions which this House unanimously passed as tax back ^ 
as .the 28th March, 1921. 

The second point that I wish to make in this connection is that .... 
Mr. President: Is the Honourable Member going to take long? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Say about 15 minutes. 

Mr. President: He must continue after Lunch. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re- assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Sir Hari Singh Q-our: Sir, the first point, therefore, that I make is 
that the military policy of the Government of India is controlled by the 
(War Office and the further development of the Army that has take;i 
place in India has been for military purposes without advertence to the 
requirements of India. That accounts for the establishment of the Boyal 
Indian Navy, the Air Force and the order for the re-armament of the 
Indian Army and the retention of the British garrison in India at the 
post-mutiny ratio of two to one. Honourable Members will realize that 
during the War His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief was in direct 
oonimimication with the War Office. That power has since Been taken 
away from the Commander-in-Chief. He can directly communicate with 
the Imperial General Staff, but no longer with the War Office. The point 
that the House wishes to make, therefore, is that it should once more 
enunciaJte the policy which it did in 1921, that the aim and object of 
the Army in India is tbe defence of India. 

The second point I wish to make is wdth reference to th^ Territorial 
Forces. The Secretary of State has fixed the maximum number of 20,000 
as the strength of the Territorial Force, though there is no corresponffing 
fixation of a maximum in the case of the 'Auxiliary Force. That, I 
submit, is a discrimination against which this House has protested, and 
justly protested. The Honourable Mr. Haigh, speaking this morning in 
reply to my friends, Mr. Jayakar and Mr. Jinnah, pointed out the diffi- 
culties that the Cambridge University Corps had to experience in bis 
early undergraduate days when he had to draw and drink his tea from 
a horse bucket, but he forgets altogether that the Universities in the 
United Kingdom lare entitled to a hundred commissions as against one 
King's commission and one Viceroy's commission open to the University 
Training Corps in this country. Now, Sir, members of the University 
Training Corps here will gladly take tea from a horse bucket if they had 
the chance of receiving the same number of cemmissions as are open 
to the undergraduates of the Universities in England; and that, I submit,' 
is a distinction which should not be lost sight of when Honourable 
Members oppo{?iite speak of the humiliation to which members of the 
Univei’sity Corps confess in this country. . 

One more point, Sir, and I have done. We have always prote^te'd 
against the army expenditure in this country being la non-votable subject. 
Ilie distinction between the votable and non-votable part of the Budget 
was the subject of a Eesolution in this House which was carried with 
the consent of all the non-official Members land in which the non-offioial 
Europeans joined, and I submit that the military discussion this after- 
noon has more than ever convinced the House that if this House is to 
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exercise its powers and responsibilities in regard to the military expend!^ 
ture of this country, it must be given a voting power for the purpose of 
curtailing the military expenditure, the appallingly growing military) 
expenditure of this country. The Indian tax-payer has to pay the taxes; 
the Army is maintained nominally for the benefit of India, but really for 
ulterior military purposes, and I therefore submit that this House must 
record its emphatic protest against having to pay the army charges bjj 
throwing out the votable portion of the Army Budget. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I move 'that the question be now put. 

(Several other Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President: 1 am sun* Honourable Members would like to hear the 
Commander-in-Chief before I accept closure. His Excellency the Corn- 
man ^er- in- Chief . 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Ohief : Sir, I am afraid in the time 
at my disposal it will not be possible for me to. deal with the very many 
considera'tions that have been brought out in the debate during yesterday 
and to-day. I had hoped that the Army Secretary might have been able 
to give Honourable Members certain details of information regarding 
them. I will not keep the House long, Sir, and I will make my remarks 
las brief as I can. Mr. Jinnah in tal&ng yesterday took great exception, 

I gathered, to the fact that I in speaking on the Budget had not made 
mention of any definite military policy as that of 'the. Government of 
India. In my speech T had, however, mentioned the fact that during the 
last 12 months, that is during my stewardship of the Army of which 
Mr. Jinnah was talking, I mentioned that it had been an extremely quiet 
time, that things had been absolutely normal on the frontier, that things 
there had been I might almost say abnormally quiet, while internally, 
though troops had to be used on many occasions, there was nothing 
which happened either externally or internjally to cause any change 
whatever in the military policy of the Government of India. That being 
ttie case. I am quite certain that Mr. Jinnah would not wish, nor do 
I contemplate that this House would for la moment tolerate, any depart- 
ment of 'the Government of India recapitulating from time to time what 
the policy of the department was. I think, however, that perhaps when 
Mr. Jinnah spoke about my not mentioning any particular policy, T 
gathered from the remainder of his speech that he really had in view 
the fact that I had mentioned nothing about Tndianisaiion, w^hilc he also 
took exception to my not agreeing to any reduction of 'the Military Budget. 
As regards the matter of Indianisation, Mr. Jinnah I think knows as well 
as I do and as well as anybody else does, the reason why I was unable 
to make any reference to it. He, had been told, T think priva'tely, and 
had- certainly been told in answ^er to a question, that the whole matter, 
that*- the report of the Sandhursft- Committee was at the time before 
the Secretary of State, that the question of the publiciation of this 
report had been under discussion betw'een the Government of India and 
the Secret^ary of State. He probably knoW'S that when it gets home 
it is not a matter of the Secretary of State personally being able to read 
ttie report and saying agree to publication.*' He has to refer probably 
to other departments of the Home Government. Many questions have 
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to be decided and he cannot in any short period sanction publication. 
In any case, he knew that the report of that Committee was before the 
Home Government, that we had been discussing the question of publicar 
tion and that the matter was sub judice. That being the case, he must 
have known that my mouth was closed regarding it. The same reasons 
apply to the Shea Committee on the Territorials. That also, the House 
has been informed, has been submitted to England. It is under discussion 
with the Secretary of State, and pending his giving approval to it, our. 
mouths here are closed in regard to lan expression of opinion on it. 

Then, the other matter to which Mr. Jinnah took exception was, I 
think, the fact that in my budget speech I had stated that it was impos- 
sible for us to reduce our expenditure below what the present Budget 
shows. As a result of 'that statement, I heard expressions used that the 
Army Department has refused to accept the cuts recommended by the 
Inchcape Committee. To make matters quite clear, I should like to 
state exactly what the position is regarding that. In the speech T made 
in this House on the Budget last year, T stated — T think it coincided 
with the day I was speaking — that the last of the three British regiments 
which the Inchoape Committee hiid recommended was to leave India 
was embarking at Karachi for England; on the departure of that unit, 
the very last of lllie cuts, the definite cuts recommended, thoroughly 
gone into and recommended on principle after expert advice by the Inch- 
capo Committee, was actually carried out. Before the Inchcape Com- 
mittee me.t the Military Budget was Es. 67 J crores. As a result of the 
outs made the Budget has been reduced this year to 54*98 crores ; further 
reduclicms have hoe?! considered and the cuts recommended by the 
Tnch('ape Comniitlee have been absolutely loyally carried out by the Army 
Department. My distinguished predecessor — and T should like to take 
this opportunity of sincerely conveying my grateful thanks to Mr. Jinnah 
for the way in which he spoke about Lord Eawlinson — ^Ijord Eiawlinson 
stated there and then that he was unable to accept any further reduction* 
to 50 crores. The Army Department having definitely accepted and carried 
out all the definite recommendations were not prepared further to go into 
what T described as the ‘‘pious aspiration'’ of the Inchcape Committee 
to reduce further to Es. 50 crores. 

Mr. Chaman LaU: I do not wish to interrupt His Excellency, but may 
I know where Lord EaWlinson said that? 

His Excellency the Oommander-in-Ohief : 1 will give the information 
to the Honourable Member. Lord Eawlinson definitely refused to accept 
that suggestion, for there was no definite recommendation made; it was 
merely an expression of 6ope that the Army Budget might be reduced to 
that figure and if I remember aright — I hope to get the words presently,— 
Lord Inchcape himself said ‘provided that prices decrease”. Prices have' 
not since gone down. We still have to pay abnormal prices for our food, 
for our clothes, for our barracks, for our equipment and for our weapons 
and our transport. Ff I may, F would like to read one paragraph from 
the Inchcape Commiltee's Eeport : 

We do not, however, consider that the (iovernment of India should be satisfied' 
with a military budget of Rs. 57 crores, and we recommend that a close watch he kept 
on the details of military expenditure with the object of bringing about a progressive 
reduction in the future. Should a further fall in prices take place 

I would ask the House to note those words : 

« — we consider that it may be possible, after a few years, to reduce the military 
budget to a sum not exceeding Rs. 50 crores, although the Commander-in-Chief doea, 
not subscribe to this opinion." 
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^at is the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief and that is tbs 
stajkement made by the Inchcape Committee. I hope 1 have made that 
^^i4te clear. 1 do wish the House to remember that we have loyally 
accepted the detiailed recommendations that were gone into detail by^ 
•detail. That is the point and possibly the House will realise what was 
at the back of the mind of Lord Inchcape when he expressed that further 
hope, that we should further reduce the Milit'ar>^ Budget, but prices have 
pot fallen as he anticipated they would do. 

I gathered from Mr. Jinnah's speech that he recommended the Army 
in India to follow the example of the American Army as regiards its number 
and mobilisation. I gathered from him that he would like to see us 
develop into what the American Army practically is, a skeleton army. 
They do not keep up standing units like we do. They keep a skeleton 
which can be expanded in time of war. 

Hr. M. A. Jinnah: T did not suggest that wi' should follow the 
Amirican model, but the policy laid down in the Government of India 
Act, 1920, and the policy which I read from Mr. Burdon's book that you 
should proceed with your Territorial Force and make it your second line 
of defence. 

Hifii Excellency the Commander-in-Chief: I gathered, Sir, that Mr. 
Jirmah had suggested that America could put a million men into the field 
within two months, and ho implied that we might follow the same principle 
as regards the Indian Army. I am sure that if he had thought the matter 
out fully he could not possibly have suggested that we in India could con- 
template following America. If we had a skeleton army and relied on 
them for the defence of our border, I am afraid that it would not be the 
skeletons of soldiers but skeletons of an innumerable number of civilians 
which w^ould strew the plains near our borders. 

We have reduced the army very considerably since the War. One of 
the speakers yesterday afternoon referred to a remark made by Lord Curzon 
during the war, which rather implied that India, was prepared to send very 
large forces, if nece.ssary, to .any part of the Empire. Before the War, 
we could, if hard pressed, send something like more than eight divisions 
abroad. The most we can now put into the field without very much mobi- 
lisation is four divisions. Four divisions is a very small force indeed. 
Fortunately the last two years have been quiet, but there have been times 
when the foreign outlook has been sufficiently disturbing to make one 
wonder whether it would not react on our North-West Frontier, and that 
we might perhaps become embodied, and if we were I can assure you that 
our military advisers would spi*ud slec'ploss nights >\ondering if our force 
was sufficient. 

America can always take her time. She has no difficulties like wo have, 

/ and no vulnerable frontier to defend. As it was, America entered the 
Great War in April, 1917, and one year later, in April, 1918, there tvrs not 
•one single American Division that had landed in France. They did land 
there in July, 1918; one Division was then able to take its place in the line. 
I have the greatest respect and admiration for the American Army in which 
I have many real good friends and comrades. I never had American troops 
actually under me, but T had them serving alongside of me and I had 
-many general and other officers whom General Pershing very kindly sent 
4o act on my Staff and to work with some of my Army Corps and Divisions. 



THE OEMRAL BUDGET— LIST OF DEMANDS. 

One could quite see their keenness and bravery, their feelings of comrade* 
ship, and their very fine physique, but one had to realise they were not fuUjj 
trained. J think some Honourable Members of this House will have read 
Ludendorll's boob on the War. Ludendorff in talking about Americans 
gives them credit for what I have myself said just now — ^for their courage, 
their energy and their detennination to fight; but he also does point out the 
fact that their troops were not sufficiently trained to make them as formid- 
able enemies as some other of the Allies fighting against them. I trust the 
House .will realise that we cannot in India take a year — where we are pven 
days and sometimes minutes, where we never know how quickly we may 
have to defend the North-West ^Frontier, we cannot afford time to mobilise. 

I am sure my Honourable friend there from the North-West Frontier Prov- 
ince will entirely agree how essential it is to be ready to defend ourselves 
almost at a moment's notice : if we get a telegram^ to-night we may have to 
fight to-morrow morning. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Province:' 
Nominated Non-Official) : Yes, I remember when we had to move troops in 
lorries from the Khyber to defend Tal in 1919. 

His Excellency the Oommander-in-Ohief: Yes, I am very glad that they 
were available then, otherwise Tal might very well have fallen. 

There is only one other point about which I should like to say a few 
words, and that is as rcigards the Territorial Force and what Mr. Jayakar 
said. To me it was a very great grief to hear what Mr. Jayakar said 
about his feeling of the position of the University Training Corps in Bom- 
bay. I had not heard it before and I have always tried to keep in touch 
with troops and to 8C‘e how things are going on. Ijater, after his speech, 

I met Mr. Jayakar and asked him if he could give me details of any of the 
humiliations that he said were, being suffered by the people there. He told 
me lie could not give me details then but he kindly promised to get me 
these later. When T have got them 1 will certainly look into them and 
see if there is anything to be done. T am hoping that other University. 
Training Corps are not situated in the same way. I say that because only 
a few weeks ago I had the real pleasure and the privilege of going round 
the Benares Iliiidu University with my old friend Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya — an old friend of 15 years’ standing. The Pandit when I was 
there naturally showed me his Cadet Corps. I saw the boys and I thought 
they turned out very creditably. They used their arms well, and as far as 
I could see they were happy and contented. I spoke to many of them 
and asked them if their work was going on all right or if they wished to 
make any representations. Their only complaint was that we could not 
give them enough vacancies and they asked me to increase their number. 
Thai certainly does not bear out the point brought out by Mr. Jayakar 
that the cadets in his University w^ere trying to cut their connection with 
the Corps and were refusing to stay on. I therefore do hope that other 
T'^niversities are not in the state described By Mr. Jayakar and I fully 
believe they are not so. As regards the Lahore cadets, I was there a 
couple of years ago ; I w^ent round with the Governor and I Heard no com- 
plaints whatever. We all know that in these cases a great deal depends 
on personality. It may be that the individuals we have sent from time 
to time, the oflfierrs doing duty with any particular Corps, do not carry 
on entirely satisfactorily either because their sympathy is not with the 
men or the sympathy of the men is not writh them. If that is so, T should 
be very glad to look into any case brought to my notice. I would msure 
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the House that 1 can quite understand the feeling of Mr. Jinnah and others 
that the two Reports they have asked for are not available; but I think 
we must think of the position of the Secretary of State at the other end. 
He is not, as I said just now, an autocrat. He cannot read the Report 
and say “Carry on!’\ It has got to be put before other departments, and 
,we know that the Home Government has been very busy lately. Sir Austen 
Chamberlain has been to Geneva once or twice, and a great deal of work 
has had to be done. I am quite certain it is not due to malice aforethought 
that the Secretary of State has so far not been able to publish these Reports. 

I can assure my friends and every Member of this House that we 
in the Army Department are out to do our utmost to work in 
sympathy with the House and with the people of India. T believe our 
Indian friends realise that. Only this morning before I came here I spent 
two and a half hours with an Indian regiment in the New Cantonment, 
and I ban assure you, Sir, that we of the Army Department are anxious to 
do our utmost to help the House in any way we possibly can. 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question isr 

“ That the Demand under the head ‘ Army Department ’ be reduced by Rs. 1,000.*’ 

The Assembly divided. 

AYES~63. 


Abdul Latif Saheb Famokhi, Mr. 
Abdul Matin Chauanai’. . Mauivi 
Abdullah Haji Kasim. Khan Bahadur 
Haji. 

Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Alley, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Haiigaswami. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. »S. ye''ha. 

Belvi, Mr. D. V. 

Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Da.s. 
Chaman Lall, Mr. 

Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukham. 
Das, Mr. B. 

Das. Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Siish Chandra. 

(rhazanfar Ali Kfian, Raia, 

Ooswami, Mr. T. C. 

(rour. Sir Hari Sin^jh. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 

Lsmait Khan, Mr. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 

Ivongar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jinnah, Mr. M. A. 

Jogiah. Mr. Varahagin Venkata. 
Jo^hi, Mr N. M. 

Kelkar. Mr. N. C. 

Kbin Maung, U. 

Kidwa'. Mr. Rnfi Ahmad. 

Kikabbai Premcb'»nd. M’" 

Kunrrii, Pandit Hirday Nath. 


Lahiri Chuudhury. Mr. Dhircndia 
Kama. 

Lajpafc Itai, Lala. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 
Mehta, Mr. .Jamnado'i M. 

.Mibra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Mounje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Nnyudu, Mr. B. P. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Pandya. ^Ir. Vidva Sagar. 

Prakavsam, Mr. T, 

Pnrshotamda.*^ Thnkurdas, Sir. 
Rahimtulla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 

Rajan BaklTsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdiim Syed. 

Rao, Mr. O. Sarvotham. 

Roy. Mr. K. C. 

Ruthnaswamv. Mr. M. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 

Bahadur 

Sbafee.^MauIvi Muhammad. 

Shah Nawaz, Minn Mohammad. 
Shervani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Singh/ Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

S’ngh. Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 

Sinba. Mr. Ambika Pra.sad. 

Tok Kvi, U. 

Vi^^bindas. Mr. Harcbandrai. 

Yakub, Maulvi Mubaminad. 
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NOES-44. 

Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab bic Sahibzada. 

Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince ' 

A. M. M. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. I 

Anwar-ul-Azim,i Mr. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur ‘ 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

A3\vangar, Mr. V. K. A. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, 'Kao Bahadur Narasimha ! 

Gopalaiswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan. Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

E jaz Kasul Khan, Raja Muhammad. ' 
Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A, J, 

Graham, Mr. L. 

Greenfield, Afr. H. C. 

Haigb. Mr. P. B. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B, 

The motion was adopted. 


innes. The Honourable Sir Charles. 
Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Bisaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Lindsily, Sir Darcy. 

Macphail, The Rev. Dr. E. M. 

Mitra. The Honourable Sir BhupCndra 
Nath. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. < 
Sardar. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad. Khan Bahadur. 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rau, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Roy, Sir Ganen. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Sykes, Mr. B. F. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Young. Mr. G. M. 


Mr, President ! T do not know if any other Honourable Member wishes 
to move the motion standing in his name. 

Mr. 0-aya Prasad Singh (iMuzaflfarpur cum Champaran : Non-Muham- 
madan) ; Sir, T have got a motion standing in my name. Sir, I beg to 
move. (Crira of “Withdraw, withdraw".) 


Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to move it or not? 


Location of Troops in Muzaffarpur, 

Mr. Graya Prasad Singh: ^es, Sir, T wish to move it. T beg to mover 
“ That the Demand under the head ‘ Army Department ’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 


The objeet with which I have brought forward this motion is to protest 
against the location of troops in Muzutfarpur. 1 may say at the outset that 
I propose to be very brief, A company of British infantry has Been 
stationed in MiizafFarpur off and on for about the last six years, and this 
arrangement has been made permanent. We attempted in the Bihar 
Legislative Council, as well as in this House, to find out the reasons for this 
move; hut we have not been successful in our efforts. So far back as 
the 25th July, 1921, the Bihar Government said, in reply to a question in 
the Bihar Legislative Council, that “the move was made by the order 
of the military authorities to relieve a temporary congestion at Dinapur", 
and that ‘*the Local Government had nothing to do with the move.^ 
Then, Sir, on the 24th January, 1922, the Local Government, in reply to a 
question in the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council, said that “the troops 

had been sent with the knowledge and approval of Government" evident- 

ly meaning the Local Government of Bihar and Orissa— and "they did not 
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propose to withdraw them'*. I asked a lot of questions in this House, 
Sir, during the last three years, in February and in March, 1924, and aub-* 
sequently, but got no satisfactory reply. In 1924 I sent notice of a Resolu- 
tion signed by no less than & Members of the Legislative Assembly, 
recommending the withdrawal of the troops from Muza'ffarpur; but the 
Resolution was disallowed by His Excellency the Governor General, imder 
Rule 22 (1) of the Indian Legislative Rules ‘‘on the ground that it cannot 
be moved without detriment to the public interest.'’ Then, Sir, I sent 
notice of another Resolution asking for the publication of the papers in thia 
connection, but strangely enough, that Resolution also was disallowed by 
the Governor General on the same ground. I saw His Excellency Lord 
Reading in 1924 in this connection, and also wrote to him a letter from 
which I shall read out one short paragraph. This is what I said ; 

^ “ There is a general apprehension in the minds of the people that this project owes 
its origin to a dexterous move on the part of a few local Indigo-planters, who wield 
considerable influence with some of the officials of the Government of Bihar and 
Orissa.” 

And further on, T said: 

” This apprehension gains ground from the fact admitted by the Government in the 
Assembly on the 1st February, 1924, that out of many public bodies which presented 
addresses of welcome to H. E. Sir Henry Wheeler at Muzaffarpur on the 24th July, 
1922, the Bihar Planters’ Association was the only body to express its appreciation at 
the location of troops in Miizaffarpur. and to suggest that ‘ the present iwlicy should 
be continued ’. I asked for papers to be laid before the Assembly, which might 
thrown some light on the dark corners of this case, and brought out the true facts. 
But the Government have thought it proper to withhold the papers on the plea that 
they are of a confidential nature. This, I submit, is hardly calculated to allay the 
popular apprehension or to remove the impression, however wrongly founded it may be. 
as to the origin of this step.” 

I received a replj-, Sir. from the Army Department, which was couched 
iu the usuaJ Btcreotvped form. The Dj.-lrict Board and the Municipal 
Board of Muzaifarpur passed llesolutions protesting against the permanent 
location of troops in Muzaifarpur. A public meeting was also held there 
presided over by Maulvi Muhammad Shafi, M.L.A., and a similar Resolu- 
tion was adopted. I understand that copies of these resolutions were sent 
through the usual channel for being forwarded to the Government of India, 
but it appears from the reply of Government to a question put by me in 
this House that the resolutions w'ere withheld. Cases of friction between 
the troops and some of the inhabitants of Muzaflarpur take place off and on, 
and some of these cases were admitted by the Govemment themselves in 
reply to certain questions put by me here, and in reply to certain questions 
put by my friends in the Bihar and Orissa Legislative’Council. I am not 
going to weary the House with a nairation of all the incidents, but I would 
like the Government to state w’hy this step was taken, why so much money, 
probably about 5 or 6 lakhs, have been spent in the construction of barracks,' 
and whv they are not prepared to place all the papers before this House 
for consideration. 

lb. O. M. Y^g (Army Secretary) : Sir. I have a verv short answer 
to give to the Honourable Member’s motion. The troops’ were sent to 
Musaffarpur on the recottmiendation of the Local Govemment for inter- 
nal security purposes. Tliev have been there for some years now and 
from the ven,- few minor incidents w'hicb the Honourable Member 
did not specify for obvious, reasons, there has been no complaint about 



THE OENKRAL BUDGET — "LIST OF DEMANDS. 


2280 

them and they are still required to be there for internal security pur- 
poses, and that is also the reason why the Government are not prepared 
to lay the papers on the subject before the House. 

Mr. Pretfdent: The question is: 

“ That the Demand under the head ‘ Army Department ’ be reduced by Rs. lOO.** 

The motion was negatived. 

^•(Other Amendments on the paper under this Demand were not mov^. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

* ^ reduced sum wt exceeding Rs. 5,79,000 be granted to the Governor 

im uottncil defrary the charges which will come in course of payment during the Jw 
oftdmg the 31st day of March, 1028, in respect of the ' Army Department *.** 

(Mr. Ohaman Lall rose in his place). 

Mr. Proaident: Does the Honourable Member want to speak? 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: I bog to oppose this moton. Sir, it is hot withouf^ 
ihesitation that I rise to oppose this motion and I do so in view not only 
-of the trend of the debate which has gone on for two days on this ques- 
tion, but in V ew of the important interests that are involved in regard 
to the military policy pursued by the Government of India. Perhaps, 
Sir, I am wrong in saying: ^‘Ihe military policy pursued by the Govern- 
ment of Ind‘a’* because it is my firm belief, in spite of the statement of 
my friend Mr. Howell, that the military policy of India is not dictated 
by the Government of India but by the Government of Great Britain and 
Northcni Ireland. (Hear, hear). It is a policy which, as I shall show 
presently, is a pol’cy n the interests of the Imperialistic designs of Great 
Britain, not in the interests of the people of India- Sir, the question 
that *8 before us is as to what this policy entails for the people of India 
and for the general tax-payer, and the quest on is whether we, on this 
side of the House, are prepared to accept without challenge all the impli- 
cations involved 'n regard to the military policy pursued by Great Britain 
in India. The military policy, involving a tremendous expenditure, run- 
ning into crores of rupees, must necessarily have as its end the adjust- 
ment of the rnt o of the revenues of this country to the ratio of military 
expenditure. Such would be thi» case in any self-governing country. But 
that, Sir, 1 submit, is not the case here. What is the principle that 
should guide the expenditure for our Army? The principle should be that 
its expeuerture should not eat up an enormous portion of our revenue, 
should not entail a very heavy burden upon the tax-payer, particularly 
when the tax-payer is uniible to afford the expenditure that is involved. 
The second principle, I submit, is that the growth of military expenditure 
should be in consonance with the growth of the revenues of this country, 
and I find that in t,he policv that is pursued by the Government of India 
neilher of these two principles arc kept in view but that additional taxa- 
tion .is levie d from the people of Ind’a with the sole object — ^I say it ad- 
visedlv — with the sole object of providing more money and more funda 
for the military policv pursued by the Government of India. Let me for 
a minute give a few details ’n regard to the statement that I have made., 
tn IfinO the not revenue of the Government of India was in £ sterling 
89*707 and the miVtarv expenditure was £16*376. In 1920 the nelj 
revenue was .millions and the military experiditure was £44*4^ 

i^llions. In these .two figures -whart is most prominent is this, that with^ 
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20 years between 1900 and 1920 the increase in the net revenues of this coun- 
t]^ was 117 per cent. One would expect that the increase in military expen- 
diture would (if necessary, but the necessity is not shown) keep pace with 
the increase in the revenues of the country, but we find according to these 
figures that whereas the increase in the net revenues of this country was 
only 117 per cent, the net increase in the rnilitai^ expenditure was no 
less than 190 per cent. Taking the latest figures, the accounts esti- 
mates for 1925-26, the net revenue was 133*32 crores and the military 
expenditure was 60*3937 crores. The ratio of military expenditure to the 
revenues of this country is no less than 45 per cent. I have before me 
the figures of military expenditure in Great Britain and the ratio between 
purely military expenditure and the net revenues of Great Britain works 
out to somewhere between 5 and 6 per cent., whereas in India the ratio 
works out to 45 per cent, of the revenues of this country. There is not 
the slightest doubt that that principle %vhich I enunciated at the very be- 
ginning has been drastically violated by the military experts and the Gov- 
ernment of. India in this country, and violated for what purpose? The 
purpose is obvious. The purpose is not, as my ITonourable friend» Mr. 
Young stated, merely the defence of the people of India- The purpose ia 
to^ keep a standing army in this country not only to keep the people of 
this country down but also to use it for Imperial purposes. If I am chal- 
lenged in regard to that statement I have only to refer, as I did refer on 
a previous occasion, the Government to a despatch issued sometime ago 
by the Government of India, and that despatch clearly stated that the 
policy pursued in regard to the Armv in India is a policy which is purely 
for the purposes of sustaining British Imperialism in the East and the 
Middle East. This is what Mr. Buchanan has said: 

** In so far as the military defence of India is concerned, India pays everything and 
the United Kingdom nothing, and yet the maintenance and the military defence of 
India is one of the greatest of Imperial questions. The military strength of India is 

main factor in the strength of our Empire in the East. In virtue of that strength 
Great Britain is a great Asiatic power.’* 

Then the Government of India in 1896-1897 spoke with great frankness 
and this is what they said: 

Millions of money have been spent on increasing the army in India, in armaments 
and fortifications to provide for the security of India not against domestic enemies 

— ^not against domestic enemies as my Honourable friend, Mr. Young 
stated — 

“ or to prevent incursions of warlike people of adjoining countries but to maintain- 
the supremacy of British power in the East. The scope of these great and costly, 
measures reaches far beyond Indian limits and the policy which dictates them is an 
Imperial policy. We claim, therefore, that in the maintenance of the British forces in 
this country ]ust and even liberal views should be taken of the charges which should 
legitimately be made against Indian reyenue.** 

Now, Sir, in view of this categorical statement made bv the Government 
of India themselves let no man on the Government or official Benches 
have the audacity to tell us that the Indian Army is kept merelv for the 
purpose of defending the people of India. The' Indian Army,' as they 
themselves admitted some time ago, is being kept for Imperial purposes 
and, if we have that one central fact in mind, we shall understand the 
reason for the tremendous increase in military expenditure in this countrv 
and the reason why the British Government want to keep a huge stand- 
ing army with all the expenditure which it entails on India. Now Sir 
there are historically two schools of thought. As is well known to Hon’ 
oureble Members, there is the cautious school of thought in 
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military matters and there is the forward school of thought, 

and the forward school of thought to my mind, as I read 

Indian military history, has had the ascendancy for a very -long time and 
it was that ascendancy which led to the appointment of various Com- 
missions to investigate the question of military expenditure and the need 
for keeping a huge armv in India. Honourable Members are aware of 
the Simla Army Committee, and the Simla- Army Committee definitely 
declared that the ouostion to be faced is^ — is India for the Army or the 
Army for India? It is my definite- opinion that the verdict cannot be 
otherwise than that it is not the Army for Ir'^H. but India for the Army. 
Now, Sir, the forward* policy that was pursue^’ by the forward school is 
the policy wh’ch His Excellency the Cr>nmander-in-Chief has enunciated 
hot only on the floor of this House but also in the other House. I am 
quite , well aware that not one word v- ‘is uttered b;. His Excellency the 
Conam.ander-in-Chief ,in regard to the various details of that policy on the 
floor of this House but underlying his whole speech was the spirit of 
that forward policy, and when he translated himself to the other House 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Obief was exceedingly frank;. ^Hfe 
apparently took the cue from my Hono^nable friend Colonel Crawford 
who threatened us with very many dang'^Ts from the outside world and 
when T asked him what those danirers were ho was discreetly sdent; but 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief said in the other House that the 
danger was the danger from no other foe than So^et Bussia. He said 
that ac long as Soviet Bussia is practically upon our borders we cannot 
reduce our army. Now, St, that plea is not a new plea. It is not a 
new argument. It ds the chief mainstay of the forward school and has 
been used by the forward school for nearly half a century for launcKing 
on their policy of keeping a huge standing army in India. His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief said incidentally that the Army was not for 
Imperial purposes. He said: 

I heard, I think, a remark also that our army in India was kept un to the present 
level owing to our ‘ political ambitions the ‘ political ambitions ’ of the United 
Kingdom. The political ambitions of the United Kingdom, Sir, do not apply to this 
country. I can assure this House and I can assure the Honourable Member who made 
that remark that there is nothing in the way of political ambitions behind us when we 
decide on the necessary military establishments.’* 

Now, I would ask His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, did he speak 
in his individual capac’ty when he made that remark or was he trying 
to justify the Imperial policy of Great Britain? As I have already quoted 
from a despatch of the Government of India, the policy of Great Britain 
is otherwise. It is not purely for the defence of India. It is purely for 
the defence of the Imperial interests of Great Britain in the Far East. 
His Excellency then want on to say: 

** I may say we have to keep a strict watch on the North East Frontier also; we 
know what the Bolshevik propaganda is doing not only in Afghanistan but also in 
China. The time may come — God forbid that it comes soon — but the time may come 
when the Bolshevik menace may come upon us. We have seen that the Bolsheviks 
never seem tired of their propaganda work ; both in Afghanistan and in China they are 
carrying on an enormous amount of propaganda and if we were deliberately to reduce 
our army in India I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that India would suffei 
and suffer in a way from which she might never recover.*' 

Now, Sir, Honourable Members will also realise that this bogey of Bol- 
shevik Bussia is a bogey that is trotted , out every time in order to still 
the voice of those who claim that drastic retrenchment must take place 
in the military expenditure of this country. I assert, and I am sure thal 
T Aall have the voice of India beh’nd me when I say that we are -no* 

D 2 
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frightened by this bogey that was trotted out in the Council of State by 
His Excellency the Conimandor-in-Chief. There is no truth whatsoever 
behind the asseition that Bolshevik Kussia intends to menace the borders 
of India. We know from recent facts that Bolshevik Kussia was th^ 
one country in the world which gave up its Imperialistic commitments 
in Persia and in other parts of the world. Is there another country in 
the world which has been able to realize so frankly and openly that self- 
determination for other nations ought to be the honest policy of all great 
countries? Bolshevik Kussia realizes that, and are we to be told no\yr> 
Siri that a country which has acted in that manner towards the Persians, 
which has acted in that manner towards the Chinese, is a country which 
is going to menace the frontiers of India? And forsooth! because of thi^ 
menace we are going to keep a huge army in this country. No, Sir. I 
submit that this is a false fear which is being instUledi into us. I do ijiot 
say that the Commander-in-Chief does not honestly and sincerely belieyo 
that there is a danger. It is his business to believe that there are dange^. 
Bfe is there in order to keep dangers in view. But wo know perfectly well 
that all this is being done with the purpose of enabling the Imperialistic 
policy of Great Britain to reach fruit’on. It is being done of set purpose 
and we are being made to pay for the policy of our masters. 

Now, Sir, His Excellency also said that our lives may not be of much 
account. Of course w^e know that Indian lives are not of much account, 
and I shall have a word to say on another occasion in regard to that 
matter w'hen I come to the question of the use of Indian troops abroad. 
But the one central fact that emerges from all this is that we are at 

the present moment in an absolutely impotent state in regard to the 

greater portion of our revenues. We are being made to pay eiionnous 
sums year by year over wdiich we hav(^ no control. 55 or 56 crores of 
rupees come out of the pockets of the tax-payer. All that we are asked 
to do is fo come her^ and discuss a minor vote of 5 or 6 lakhs. Wc are 
told it is no business of ours. It is no business of ours to deal with our 
own money ; it is no business of ours to meddle in the policy which results 

in the expenditure of this vast sum of money. But we are told on 'tho 

other hand that even the question of Indiahization is a question which 
is the chief concern of the Secretary of State for India. Now^ Sir, I 
h.ave a definite charge to make against His Excellency the Cornmander- 
in-C!hi(;f and that charge is ihis, that he lias very lightly treated the 
Legislative Assembly. He said that the reason why he did not touch 
upon the question of Indianization in ihis House was that his mouth 
was closed regarding Indianization. May I ask His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief if his mouth was closed about the question of 
Indianization, was not his mouth also closed in regard to the question 
of Europeanization? Did not His Excellency the Commander-in -Chief 
bear testimony to the fact that the main problem that was troubling 
him was the question of recruitment of our boys as he called them- 

His Excellency the Oommaader-in-Ohiel: May I mention, Sir, I have 

no recollection of saying “ our boys I said “ English boys My 

mouth was closed in regard to the point raised as the matter was sub 

judice, as I have no doubt the House knows. It was known to Mr. 

Jinnah when he asked me the question. There was no question df 
English boys being sub judice with the Secretary of State* 

(An Honourable Member: “What is the diSerence between our boys, 
and English boys?'*) ’ ^ 
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Mr. Ohaman Lall: Now, Sir, His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
says that he was referring to English boys. Well, I did not mean to quote 
His Excellency the Comrnander-in-Chief ; what T mean is thai. he was refer- 
ring to English boys. There was a question of English boys and of the 
Europeanization of the Indian Army. That was the question His 
Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief was discussing. Let me quote His 
Excellency : 


“ We have not been getting boys from Sandhurst in the numbers we want. One can 
only imagine that the cause of it is that service in India is no longer as popular and 
does not hold ,out the attractions it did for the youth of England. There are many 
re^ons for it. The Civil Service, as we know, a year or two ago was placed in the same 
difficulty, but I am glad to say, has now somewhat overcome its difficulties. We sincerely 
hope that ere long Englisli hoys will again come forward to join the Indian Army, an 
army in whicli I have served all my life, and to which I am proud to belong.” 


Now, Sir, could not His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief have said 
a word equally in such general ieniis as he talked about English boys, 
about Indian boys as well? It was up to His Excellency the Com- 
mander- in-Chief to have taken a chapter out of the life of the late Lord 
Rawlinson. For what did Lord Eawlinson say? He devoted Ihe best 
part of his speech to the question of Indianization. I regret to say that 
it; was the last speech that Lord Eawlinson delivered on the floor of this 
House,- -he devoted Ihe best part of that speech to the question of 
Indianization. Was it wrong to ask His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief to devote at least a few general remarks to the question of Indiani- 
zation? But neither on the floor of this House, Sir, nor on the floor 
of the other House did His Excellency refer to this matter. He did 
not refer to it because I consider, as Mr. Jinnah has pointed cut, thal 
there is no real serious intention on the part of Great Britain to 
Ind'anize the Armjv. For if they were to Indianize the Army, Sir, the 
result would be obvious : their power would weaken, and not only weaken 
in this country but the Imperial power of Great Britain throughout the 
East would weaken; and as my Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah, pointed 
oul, it has been reckoned by statisticians that at the rate at which they 
are intending to Indianize, it would take centuries; one statistician has 
compiled that it would take at least 365 years to officer the Indian Army 
with Indian officers at the rate at which we are going. Is that a state 
of aifairs to which we are going to commit ourselves? And I desire, Sir, 
in moving the rejecti of this motion, to pass a vote of censure upon the 
Government for the military policy that they have pursued, and I desire 
that the elected Members of this Assembly should place it upon record 
that they will be no parties to the policy that is being pursued by Great 
Britain? What are the implications of this policy, Sir? Let me take 
the question of Aden once more. It has been said by the Honourable 
Member representing Government when my Honourable friend Mr. 
Goswami was speaking that there was no decision — there was no deci- 
sion — in regard to Aden, and therefore there was no change in the policy. 
May 1 remind that Honourable gentleman cf the actual woi^s used by His 
Excellency the Coinmander-in-Chief and ask him whether he does or does 
not find in those words the announcement of a decision? These are 
his words : 


' ** These conversations regarding Aden have now at last come to a conclusion. All ihe 
details have not yet been definitely settled, but it has been decided ” 
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—mark the words, “ ft has been decided — 

that the Home Government shall from the 1st of April this year be responsible for 
the military and political administration in^den.” 

**It has been decided*’: if that is not a decision, I would like to know 
what a decision is. 

Mr, E. B. Howell: May I rise to a point of personal exj^lanation, 
Sir? ‘ Political administration at Aden * means the control of flie Aden 
Hinterland and of the tribes who live there. This has been in the hands 
pf His Majesty’s Government since August 1917, and there Inis been 
no change. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Precisely! May I ask the Honourable Member, 
Sir, whether that was not an unofficial transfer of control to the autho- 
rities in Great Britain in 1917? May I ask, Kir, wht'ther only an un- 
oflicial and temporary transfer was then made? Is it not a fact that 
from now onwards, what was but a temporary measure is going to be a 
nermauent measure, and whether that does not involve a very important 
cnang(‘ in policy? May I ask the Honourable Member whether that is 

correct or not? What is the good of coming to us on the flour of the 

House' and trying to humbug us with mere words and phrases? The fact 
r(*mains that you have transferred the military and political control 
permanently, a control which was formerly in our hands. What have 

they done? They talk about the transfer of the control of the civil 

administration of Aden itself, the settlement itself. 1 would ask the 
(piestion, what about Lfttlc Aden? What decision have you come to 
in regard to Little Aden? What decision have you come to in regard 
to Sheikh Othman? Those wore two territories which were purchased. 
I believe — I stand subject to correclion by my Honourable friend if he 
contradicts me — purchased with Indian money. What is the decision of 
llie Imperial Government in regard to these two territories? Wo have 
not been told that. In the most casual manner His Excellency the 
Cornmander-in-Chief comes to this Assembly quietly and announces that 
a decision has been arrived at. What are we here for if w*^ are not 
Irustees of our own people and of the territory that belongs to us? What 
are we hete for? To be trifled with in this manner? I ask Honcurable 
IVCembers to note the manner in which the great affairs of this country 
are being handled by not only His Excellency the Commander in-Chief 
but by all the advisers of the Indian Government. Now, Sir, I want a 
definite verdict from the Government in regard to this question. It is 
said that there was no breach of promise, no breach of promise in regard 
lo Aden. I want to remind my Honourable friend over there once again 
of what that promise was. As the Honourable Sir Pinshotamdas 
Thakurdas referred to 1921, referred to the statement of Sir Denys Bray, 

I want to remind the Honourable Member over there once again of the 
statement that was made, of the statement that Sir Denys Bray made 
to us then: 

** They had not arrived ” 
he said, 

“ at any conclusion in regard to Aden and they were awaiting the opinion of Aden 
and also of India on the question.’* 

They were awaiting the opinion. May I ask Honourable Members op- 
posite, did they take the opinion of Aden? Did they take the opinion 
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of India? When in 1921 they announced that they were still awaiting 
the opinion to be given to them, did they take any steps to obtain that 
opinion? I say deliberately, Sir, that they have broken their promise 
that the} gave us that they would take the opinion both of Aden and of 
India, and without taking the opinion either of India or of Aden they have 
transterred sm important bit of territory because of its strategic value to 
the military authorities in Great Britain. This is the manner in which, 
Sir, we are being trifled with hero. 

Let me come to another aspect of this problem of Imperial policy. 
Let me come to the question of the Indian Navy which weis so ably dealt 
with by Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. What is this question, Sir? We 
are being given the great advantage of what is going to be known as the 
Iloyal Indian Navy. We are going to have the privilege, the great privi- 
k'ge, of calling this Navy our own; and we are going to have the further 
privilege of being able to put one out of B20 million people in this country, 
one out of 320 million people, in the course of one year as an officer in 
that Navy. Is that correct, Sir? I want to ask Government. We are 
going along with it to be foisted with expenditure in regard to this Navy, 
which will not be votable by this House. The Indian taxpayer will 
have to pay the money, but the Indian tax-payer will not have the right 
to call the tune, and what is the reason? Again in pursuance of that 
same policy of Imperialism in the East, the decision lias been taken that 
tills Indian Navy will be used not merely for patrolling our waters and 
lof our defence, but it lias been announced by tlic British Government 
tliat this Navy will also be used for war purposes by the British Govern- 
ment. We have to pay the cost of this Navy and Great Britain is going 
to make use of it. Let mo read a reply that was given in the House of 
(Commons to Mr. Ammon. The reply was : 

“ That the Indian Navy Bill had provided for the possibility that the Boyal Indian 
Navy might be placed at the disposal of His Majesty, and might be employed for 
purposes other than the purely local defence of India." 

Now, Sir, I want to ask Honourable Members here, I want to ask, if 
there is a single elected Member, who has the interests of his country at 
heart, who will be a 'party to this bargain of giving us the great name of 
what will be known as the Eoyal Indian Navy and filching us of the 
wealth of this country in order to support the Imperialistic measures of 
Great Britain. {An Honourable Member: “Don't ask Sir Darcy Lindsay.") 
Now, Sir, my friend, Mr. B. Das, says “Don't ask Sir Darcy Lindsay". I 
am not asking Sir Darcy Lndsay, but I am asking the masters of Sir 
Darcy Lindsay; incidentally they happen to be my masters as well. 

Now» Sir, let me revert once again to the question, the third question, 
snd that is the question of Aviation, in connection with military policy. 
The other day I was attacked by my Honourable friend Sir Bhupendra 
Nath Mitra for saying that this was only a left-handed move for obtaining 
still further power for the military machine, namely, the grant for Civil 
Aviation. I have in my hand an article written by Lala Lajpat Kai and I 
am glad to say, Sir, that T am entirely supported by him in what I sus- 
ipocted was a policy, a deliberate policy, of adding more strength to the 
military machine in India. 

Mr, K. AhmBd: But he did not support you at the last election. 
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• lir, Ohaman Lall: My friend, Mr. K. Ahmed, says he did not suppoi^t 
lipe at the last election. My friend knows tliat I am here in spite of that. 

' Now, Sir, I come back once again with your permission to the question 
of the ratio between taxation on the one side and miLtury expenditure 
on the other. The figures have been given to us as regards reduction of 
expenditure from 67 crores down to 54 crores. That is one way of look- 
ing at it but not an intelligent way. Another way tliat I want Honour- 
able Members to view it is in regard to the rat o between taxation on the* 
one side and military expenditure on the other. In regard to the ratio 
figures for 1927-28 1 think taxation amounts to Ks. 78,69’56 (thousands^ 
taking revenue under principal heads, and the ratio of mil taiy^ expendi- 
ture I worked out is something like 71 per cent, of taxation. 

I want an answer from tlie Honourable Members opposite. Can they 
give me an exam])le of any country in tlie w^orld where such a state of 
affairs exists and exists in a peaceful country, comparatively speaking 
compared with of her countries*^ And wiiat for? Some iru^aginary Rus- 
sian bo(rey that exists in Lhe minds of those who subscribe themselves as 
bejlonging to the forward scho'»l of military politics. 

There is one other fact that I should mention. In a very valuable 
memorandum published by an ex-Member of tliis Assembly, figures have 
been worked out which show that the large increase in taxation that haa 
taken place in recent years is not for the benefit of the people but because 
more and more money is required for mil tary purposes. I refer Honour- 
able Members to the memorandum prepared by Sir Dinshaw Wacha. At 
page 7 they will find that the excesses in taxation in recent years amount 
to 34*47 crores wh ch have been almost entirely absorbed by the mili- 
tary machine in India. In other countries such taxat on would have 
been utilised for the benefit of the people of India, for better sanitation, 
education, housing, but in this country it is util sed for the better pros- 
ipects of British officers, for more passages for them, better machine guns 
And howitzers to keep the people down and to frighten them with some 
imaginary Russian bogey. I do not wish to weary the House with regard 
to those statistics, but Honourable Members will find the figures in this 
valuable memorandum, 

I do not desire to harp any longer on this question of policy, but I 
must mention two or three very interesting facts of historical value. 
There was once upon a time a Committee in regard to which I have made 
mention, the Simla Army Committee. They pointed out that the Army 
in India was for two purposes, one is the defence of India and the other 
is defence from aggression from outside. Now it has been allecred by 
His Excellency tlie Commander-in-Chief that the great quest'on is the 
question of security. This is the insurance that peoole in India pay, 
that is, the military expenditure i.s the insurance that the people of Tnd’a 
are paving for their own safety. I cannot do better than quote the words 
of Sir Dinshaw’ Wacha in this respect, where he said: 

No douM a reasonable nnd iudicions cxpendHure, compatible with the ability of 
the conn! ry. may be irranted in order to safeguard the frontiers. So far the expenditure 
may be con.sidered ns a sonnd premium on insurance. Unt the pro’^osUlon tbnt such 
p premium can be unlimited will, I fear, be not approved by ptiv sound economist or 
financier. A premium on insurance effected is limited by the abiPtv of the insurer and 
no more. It is a propos'tion which nee^s n«» demonstration. It would be most improvi- 
dent for any insurer to insure bis life, for £!?5.000 when he is not in a position or abW 
to provide the necessary premium thereon beyond £10,000. Such a way of insuring 
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Me will sooner or later land the insurer in bankrupt^ even though he may make shifts 
raising the balance by borrowing. What is true of th^ individual in 
wdinary business life holds equally true, I venture to observe, of any Government. I 
•for once cannot but express my aissent at so palpably spacious an argument as that 
urged in the Explanatory Memorandum on behalf of the Government. * 

flow, Sir^ I consider that of interest to the country. In VaCw of the 
military policy of Great Britain, in view of the Imperialistic implications- 
o£ that policy in regard to India, in view of the fact that we are paying 
a tremendously huge premium even for ordinary insurance, I say, . we 
Mould rather not pay the premium for a safety that is no safety to us, 
that we would rather utilise the enormous sums that are being wasted 
on military expenditure, that we would rather preserve that money for 
the bettemient of our people, instead of which this money is being uti- 
lised for the Imperial purposes of Britain. I desire that all Honourable 
Members who have the interests of their country at heart should register 
their verdict by a vote of censure against . the Government for pursuing 
this policy. 

I have one word more to say, and that is to remind aga'n those who 
believe in the forward policy in military matters of M'hat Lord Morley 
has said: 

“I do not think your case could be better put, or more ingeniously, on^ forgive 
me for saying that all th*s military analogy from Fortress and Gheis strikes me as 
essentially misleading, or at any rate narrow and partial ; and the result of it is to 
make the Government of India, as it always is, and always wiH be (excent when by 
the mercy of Heaven there is an accidental Secretory of State of the oppos te persuasion 
ia power), virtually and by the natural drawbacks of the position what I will call for 
abort and without offence Jingo*** 

That IS the word with which I would describe Honournble Members 
sitting opposite. That is the word I would describe the Government of 
India with. That is the word with which I would describe the military 
policy of Great Britan in India; and I say no man who loves pi:ace, no 
man who loves his country, no man who has the true interest of his own 
people at heart, will ever subscribe to the pol’cv that is being jairsued by 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Ghief, bv the Government of India 
end by the Government of Great Britain. Sir, I move the rejection of 
the motion before us. (Applause.) 

Pandit Motilal Nahxu (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham-* 
madan Urban) : Sir, I do not rise at this late hour to inflict a speech upon 
the House. I rise to make the pos tion of this side of the House clear 
in regard to the opposition to this Demand. As the House will remem- 
ber, it has now been ruled that you cannot move a total cut and the opposi- 
tion to the Demand itself has taken the place of a total cut. Now 1 know 
that among certain Honourable Members even on this side there is a 
tort of nervousness when a total cut or anything tak ng the place of a total 
cut is before the House. I wish to explain that whatever reasons there 
may be for their not taking »part in a total cut, those reasons do noit apply 
to the opposition to this Demand, But I must not be taken to concede 
that a total cut is open to any obiection- Sir, the. psychology of such a cut - 
has not been understood by Honourable Members who are not inclined 
to vote for it. The other day, mv friend Mr. Muhammad Yakub, al- 
though in full agreement with us, held himself unable to vote because the 
motion took the form of a total omission Again, my Honourable friend 
Colonel Crawford on another point also made the same observatiem 
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He did me the honour to agree with me in what I submitted to the 
House; but he ssdd he was prevented from voting because I had gone 
too far in proposing a very big cut — almost a complete cut. Now, what 
IS there in the amount of a cut? It does not in the least matter to the 
Government whether you cut down a hundred rupees or a thousand rupees 
or ten lakhs of rupees for the matter of that. But we have to consider 
what it is that we wish to bring home to the Government by moving a 
motion of that character. It was on the Eailway Board Demand that 
my friend Mr. Muhammad Yakub made that observation. Now, the 
object plainly was that we were not willing to vote a single rupee because 
we entirely disagreed with the whole policy of the Department which 
we are attacking. It is only to express the extent of our dissatisfaction 
that the motion takes that form. Here again there is the military policy 
of the Government. By moving or rather by opposing the motion for the 
Grant what we say is that we entirely and totally object to that policy. 
But that is not the position that every Honourable Member need take 
and 1 am going now to lay before the House one consideration and one 
only which, so far as T have observed, has escaped the notice of the 
House. That is a matter which I look upon as eont'hisive and I expect 
ihat my friends, even of the European group, will also see eye to eye 
vrith me on tliai point. 

Now, Sir, what is the amount w'hich is voiable? 11s. .5,89,0(X); and 
we are proposing ouis of a thousand rupees, a hundred rupees and so on. 
If I satisfy the House that even ten times of the amount which has been 
submitted to our vote is wholly unjustifiable, will they still desist from 
voting with me simply because it goes to the extent of the whole sum 
that has to be voted? T am sure, not. Now, let me explain the point. Tho 
point is this: His Excellency the Commander-in-Chiei has boon quoted — 
and I think it will now bo a classical phrase — that he cannot afford to do 
with one man less or one rupee less in carr 3 dng on the military adminis- 
tration of the country with efficiency. Now, Sir, we have the same senti- 
ment expressed in different words in the speech of the Honourably the 
Einance Member. He says: 

** Only the sternest economy and the strictest vigilance can now prevent our military 
budget from showing a tendency to rise rather than to fall, and the present level of 
expenditure seems to be very nearly the minimum absolutely essential to maintain in 
a state of full efficiency an army of the strength at present authorised.** 

Now, what is the state of things? As I was turning over tho pages of this 
Military Budget, my attention was attracted to a most remarkable figure 
and I wish to draw the attention of the House also to that figure. We 
find on page 4 — expenditure under the head “Army" — ^Part T — Stsnding 
Army: Under sub-head 8, there is a lump cut for probable underspending. 
And do you know what is the amount of that cut? It is no less than ^ 
lakhs of rupees. Now, what does that show? That shows that the esti- 
mates and the Budget have been prepared in such a way as to enable 
those who have got to spend this money, to throw it away with both hands 
and yet never come to the end of it. There will moat probably stifi re- 
main no less a sum than 80 lakhs of rupees unspent. Then there is a Note 
ii) this. That is also very important. The Note says: 

In preparing the Budget Estimate for 1927-28 under the revised heads of classi- 
fication and with reference to the rearrangement of controlling officers, double provi- 
sion was discovered.** 
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It was somehow by the merest chance discovered that there was a 
•^uble provision: 

j “ the exact amount of which cannot l>e stated as the Budget Estimate for 1926-27 
w not susceptible of recompilation fully under the new heads. Of the total lump cut 
of Ks, 80 lakhs in 1927*28 for probable underspending, the Military authorities have 
undertaken to keep the expenditure within 40 lakhs of their detailed estimates and the 
balance represents short spending as anticipated by the Finance Department. A lump 
cut of Rs. 12 lakhs was taken by the Finance Department in the Budget for 1926-27.'* 

So that, while the military authorities were also content to keep it at 
40 lakhs, the Finance Department thought that it was an underestimate, 
tsud that probably the amount underspent would come to something like 
Bs. 80 lakhs. Now, Sir, if we had all the materials available to us, wo 
could further test how this amount would be underapent. But what do I 
find? The whole of the military budget is framed in a different way alto- 
gether to the way in which the General Budget is framed. When you want 
to look into the details, when you wish to make any comparison between 
the past years and the present, you find that the columns of Accounts for 
1925-26, Budget Estimates 1926-27, and Revised Estimates 1926-27 are all 
blanks from beginning to end. I’hat is as regards the standing army. I 
am quite sure that the Honourable the Finance Member will find some 
eocplanation of this 80 lakhs. But how am I to find it out for myself?' 
How am 1 to understand this Budget? Unless I understand this Budget, 

I say that I am fully justified in refusing anything on the Demands which 
have been put to our vote. 

Then, Sir, I shall briefly deal with the statement made by His Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, that it is impossible to do with a single 
man less or with a single rupee less. I need only point out that it has 
boon possible and quite easy indeed for us to send out large numbers of 
men to serve outside India. Well, if for our own purposes we cannot do 
without one man less, how is it that we have from time to time \been able 
to send large numbers of men outside for purposes with which wo have 
nothing to do — not purposes, at any rate, of the defence of India? Now, Sir, 
these are the points to which I wanted particularly to draw the attention 
of the House. I would ask the Finance Member to explain to the House 
how is it that, when you can put down no less a sum than Rs. 80 lakhs 
under the head underspent, why should we allow' you these 5 lakhs and odd 
thousand rupees that you have put to our vote? Why cannot you manage 
with the many crores that you have got and as to which we are not con- 
sulted at ail? 

Now, Sir, as 1 have thought fit to rise and speak on this occasion, I 
should like, before I sit down, to make one or two general observations in 
regard to the speeches that I have heard to-day. My friend Mr. How^ell in 
justifying the military policy on the Frontier, gave as evidence and proof 
positive of the success of that policy that he was entertained at 
a garden party and was assured by the Mahsuds that things 
had very much improved and that they did not want any change in the 
policy I am sorry my friend is not in his seat. But that reminded me, 
Sir, of an incident which occurred in the course of the inpeachment erf 
W'arren Hastings in the House of Commons. It was said on his behalf 
that numerous entertainments were given to Warren Hastings which showed 
that India was quite pleased with him, that the Indian people had no 
ijomplaints against him. To this Edmilnd Burke’s reply was — ^India was 
:a -country where they worshipped small-pox ; what wonder that they 
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th^se entertainments to a man they wanted to get rid of? I think, Sir,, 
that the same remark would apply to the great majority of the farewell 
parties given to retiring officials (An Honourable Member: “And 
ilddre^ses. ’*) and the addresses. They do not imply anything at all in this 
oountj y . At best they simply amount to a polite way of getting rid of the 
undesirables* (Sir Hari Singh Gour: “Of making friends with the 
(prcjcodile. “) Then 1 must not omit to notice the remarks of my Honour- 
able friend, Sir Darcy Lindsay, the veteran leader of the European Party. 
Nou, Sir, 1 am freti to admit that there has been a certain amount of 
laxity in the conduct of the debates, the rt^asons for which it is not neces- 
sary for me to enter into, hut it hardly lay in the mouth of my friend Sir 
Darcy Lindsay to raise any objection on that score. I find .that during 
this debate on the Demands no less than 7 Members belonging to his group* 
consisting of 11 all told have spoken on various heads of the Budget. 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: Ho\^^ long woyo the speeches? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: Just wait a minute. This Party, Sir, which m 
crver^body can see is the strongest Party in the House in numbers at least. 
(Ah Honourable Member: ‘‘Only in numbers?'*) in this Party which con- 
sists of more than 40, there were just 20 who spoke during alj these days. 
Then my friend says: what was tho length of the speeches? May I ask 
another question? What w^as the stuff in them? What was the stuff in 
all these speeches? 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: 1 am glad you call it stuff. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: What was the stuff in the short speeches? I 
say if the speeches were lengthy, (some of them were, and some of them, 
were lengthy on the other side too), they were so because of the ground 
they covered. But the shorter the speech the less stuff in it perhaps for 
want of material. Then there was another thing. My friend, Sir Darcy 
Lindsay, gave us a story which I think was very apposite. It was the 
story of the sailor who tried to rescue a drowning man. Well, he caught 
him by the head as it floated on the surface, and asked him who he was. 
He said he w^as a Jew, on which the sailor gave him a ducking; but he 
bobbed up again and the sailor asked: “Will you be a Christian?" He said 
“No." So he gave him another ducking. After a time he pulled him up 
again and asked him : “Will you be a Christian?" The poor man was now 
very exhausted and in a faint voice he said “Yes". Then he let him go 
saying “Then die the death of a Christian." Now, Sir, apply that story 
to Indisi. India was sinking just before these Reforms came (An Honour- 
able Member: “When?'*) India was sinking after Amritsar, Sir, and 
when these Reforms came. Nationalist India said, “We shall not co- 
operate." The sinking head was raised up and was asked “Will you co- 
operate?" Sinking India said, “No." It was allowed to go down. Then 
it was lifted up again in an exhausted condition. That was after the first 
Councils had met and had nm their course. It was asked again, “Will 
you co-operate?*’ India said, “Yes, on honourable terms." After some 
formal ceremonies of baptism by which I refer to my Honourable friend the 
Home Member's Committee, known as the Miiddiman Committee, and 
certain other Committees, eventually the answer was given, “No honour- 
able co-operation". The answer amounted to that, and India was let go^. 
and she went down again. But, Sir, India is not dead and she is not 
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^oing to die, ut any niiie not in the way in which some people ^ould wish 
it die, that is to say, in co-pperation when it is not honourable. She woul4 
4 ^ther die in honourable non-co-operation than in dishonourable co-opera* 
iion. 

L&U La|pat Rai (Jullundur Division : Nou-Muhammadan) : Sir, I shall 
^ot detain the House for more than a few minutes. {An Honourable Mem- 
her: “How many//“) Not more than n or 6 or 7. {An Honourable Mem>^ 
her: “Or 8 or 9?“) But I feel that 1 shall be failing in my duty tp my 
country if 1 were to record a silent vote on this, all-important question. 

Mr. K. iUmied: Not a bit. 

iUa JM: Sir, my sense of self-respect makes me feel I diafl be 

j^ailing in niy duty to my country if I were to record a silent vote and not 

F ""^e the few observations that I should like to make on this question. 

w wt to tell the Honourable Members on the other side in this Housft; 
as well as all concerned outside that the whple of India feels very sttx^^y 
and very bitterly on this question. The military policy of the Government 
of India can be looked at from two points of view, the economic point at 
view and tlie purely military point of view. In the history of British 
jfule in India there are two words written which anybody can read while 
running, namely, the exploitation of India economically to the verge of 
practical staiwation, and complete emasculation of India from the military 
point of view. If it were confined to the former, Sir, perhaps we would 
not feel so keenly but T want to tell this House that we feel the emascula- 
tion much more keenly than the exploitation. At no time in the history 
of this great country which extends over thousands of years was India so com* 
pletely disarmed and so completely emasculated as under the British rule. 
Indian history goes back to thousands of years and no other rule has ever, 
tried to disann the people, no other rule has ever tried to make the 
people so helpless from the defence point of view, as the British Govern- 
ment has done. I submit it is adding insult to injury to tell us now to-day 
that we shall not have our country given back to us because we cannot 
defend it and at the same time to put all sorts of obstacles in tlie way of 
our being fit and trained to defend our country. I submit it is extremely 
cruel, and I join with my Honourable friends in this that this is one item 
in the whole Budget which we should unanimously throw' out without 
any consideration at all. Wc are not here to consider questions of w^hat 
shall happen and wdiat shall not happen. My Honourable friend Mr. 
Chaman Lall has dealt with the menace of Soviet Russia. There will be 
menaces always. What we w’unt is to be able to meet those menaces 
ourselves and not to hire other people to meet those .menaces for us. 
Wo mav fa’l, we mav sufEer» w^e may lose, but w'e want to fight our 
own battles. Any Government which prevents us from fighting our 
own battles we do not consider as our friend. I want to say 
that distinctly. Let the European Members think what they please, but 
r want to say it in very clear terms that w’^e do not consider anv Govern- 
ment that prevents us from fighting our own battles as a friend of ours, 
(Mr. K. Ahmed: “Communal troubles. “), because it practically emasculates 
115 for all time to come. My Honourable friend talks of communal troubles. 
There would be no communal troubles if Hindus and Muhammadans had 
allowed to join hands and defend their hearth and home asrainst 
foreisfn aggression. Where were the communal troubles before the British 
came? They hdve introduced communal troubles and thev are respdh^ 
«ble for them. But for this third party, willy nilly we should have managMI 
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to live as neighbours and friends, but it is this^hird party which pats one 
community on the back at one time and pats another community on its 
back at another time; and on one and the same question gives different 
judgments, different orders and different decisions. It is because of this, 
that these communal ‘troubles go on from one day's end to another day 'a 
end. 

MAulvi A. H. Katique (Central Provinces : Muhammadan) : You have 
become a toy in their hands. ' ‘ 

. Lala Lajpat Bai: So far as playing into the hands of the Government 
is concerned, many people play into the hands of many others with varioq^ 
motives. 1 do not want to discuss that question here. Once we 
to feel that whether we wish or do not wish we have to fight our enemies 
from abroad. I am perfectly certain that all these temporary communal 
differences will be thrown aside and everybody will unite to- make prepara: 
tionsjfor defence against foreign aggression. 

I want to say only one more word and I have done. The Government 
of India have made a declaration of policy in their announcement of the 
17th August, 1917. They say that they are proceeding with that policy: 

I want to say that the one acid test of their sincerity in that declaration^ 
will be the amount of progress which the Government of India makes from 
year to year in Indianising the Army and in allowing us to be fit and pro- 
perly trained to defend our hearth and home in the nearest possible time. 

I do not believe in the theory that India will require 30, 36 or 40 years 
to make herself fit for her defence. The experiences of the Great War are 
before the whole world. I was in the United States of America when the 
War was on. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief has told us that 
the army which the United States of America trained in the course of a 
year or so was not a very fit army. But w’e know that it was the army 
of the United States that saved the Allies by their timely intervention. 
If they were able to prepare an army which was considered fit to go to 
the field of battle and take its place in the fighting line within a period of 
12 months, I should like to know what period is required to make us fit 
to take charge of our army, for the purposes of defence. I submit that 
the feeling on this point in the country is extremely strong and I expect 
that with the exception of the official Members every Indian Member in 
this House will combine to throw out this Demand, so that once for all it 
may be proved to the Government that we cannot possibly pass any votable 
item of the Army Demand because we feel that the Government are not . 
doing what they ought to do to Indianise the Indian Army. 

Tlie Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member): I had every 
intention of recording a silent vote on this motion until somewhat to my 
surprise it strayed accidentally into one or two financial questions. The* 
Honourable Pandit Motilal Nehru has drawn attention to what I admit 
is s somewhat unusual item in the military estimates for the year and 
to the explanation given. He hw also drawn attention to the fact that 
there is no comparison easily possible between the estimates for 1927-28* 
and the estimates for 1926-27 and the expenditure of 1925-26. I have 
already once explained it but it may have been in another place. The 
Army estimates this year are prepared on a new and simpler basis as the 
result of a Gcmmittee on cost accounting on which a Member of the,. 
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last Assembly sat. They recommended that the system ot cost accounts 
which had introduced very serious complications into the form of the 
Army estimates should be very much simplified and that we should start 
to bring the form of our Army estimates into line with the form of other 
Demands. Now that has been a work of very considerable KiiflSculty, and 
as we progressed with the preparatidn of this year’s estimates we found 
that we ourselves, owing to the complications of the cost accounts, were 
not in a position to make comparisons between expenditure in the current 
year and the estimate of expenditure in the new year. The cost accounta 
introduced some very remarkable items. For example, there were certain 
items amounting to over 2 crores of receipts which were never received 
and a corresponding amount of expenditure which was never expended^' 
It is easy to understand that in getting to a new form there were consider- 
able difficulties in making comparisons, and the double entry to which 
reference was made was an incident arising out of the difficulties of 
comparison between one year and the next. The lump sum cut to which 
reference has been made is also in part explainable by the same reason. 
Wo have introduced in the Finance Department the principle of the lump 
sum cut for several years now and by experience wo have found thal^ 
it is generally justified in the places where we have introduced it. BuC 
I actually noted on the file relating to this particular cut that lump sum 
cuts were all very fine hut an estimate had to be an estimiate and not 
mere guessing and that lump sum cuts of this sort seemed to me to be 
reducing the estimates to absurdity. But it was nevertheless justified 
because we are guided by the experience of the actual expenditure of 
last year as well as by the comparison of our accounts and we have 
no doubt that the full cut will, unless some unexpected circumstances 
intervene, be justified. We shall, I hope, next year be able to present 
the House with a very much clearer comparison between one year and 
the next as the result of the change and we shall also, ^ I say, unless 
something unexpected intervenes, be able to show that the faith, hope 
and charity of the Finance Depar^fcment were justified in this case. 

I should like just to refer to one other matter which has to do with 
finance. The lump sum cut is partly at any rate justified by the fact 
that, unless the troops come back from China before the Ist April, their 
absence in China may by itself lead to a certain reduction in expenditure. 
The Honourable Pandit in that connection asked how it was that we 
could spare troops for China if it was true that we could not get on with 
one rupee less or one man less in India. I do not like to differ in public from 
a colleague but I should not like to say that we could not get on with one 
man less or one rupee less, especially the rupee. But the answer I think is 
this, that we have only spared those troops on the understanding that 
their place will be taken at once by reinforcements from elsewhere in 
case of absolute necessity, which is a very different thing from having 
B permanent reduction in your forces. 

As I am on my feet I will make one last reference to other subjects 
that have been raised. The proportion of our military expenditure to our 
total expenditure is an interesting subject on which extraonlinarily different 
answers can be given according to the statistics used. I drew attention 
in my budget speech to the difference between our gross and net expendi- 
ture. . I do not propose to repeat the figures that were given in thir 
House by my Honourable friend Mr. Shankar Rau in the course of the 
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bMget debate, in which he explained that our total military expi^ndittAi^^ 
amounted to something like 25 or 26 per cent, and not the 
fantastic figure of over 50 per cent, which was given hy Diwan ChaMaik 
Iiall. 

Hr. Ohaman Lall: May I ask whether that was jn relation to gross 
income from taxation or net income? 

The Honoorable Sir BasU Blackett: That w'as m relation to what 
regard as the proper comparison. If you take the net iucolne Shd H 
y*ou include, as some people like to include, the total of ^ur expChdlthlfS 
on interest on debt as part of our military expenditure, you can arrive at 
the result that you spend more on your anny than you raise by fakatiffn. 
A large number of different sets of figures can be given. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Do you include the expenditure ef 
Provincial povenunents? 

IThe Honourable Sir BasU Blackett: I would refer Honourable 
Members who are interested in the subject, and 1 know the whole Housb 

is, to the speech of iiiy Honourable tricnd Mr. Shankar iiau on the 3rd 
of March, which will give them some real instruction im the matter. 
(Laughter.) My Honourable friend Pandt Motilal Nehru suggested that 
it would be quite all right to throw out this voted sum of five lakhs 
and 80 thousand because it was only a very small portion of our military 
expenditure which was non-voted. I should like to point out that th’s 
sum is not a part of the military expenditure. This is part of the civil ex- 
penditure controlling the army and the voted portion is chiefly for the 
salaries and wages of the Indian officers and others employed in the establish- 
ment. The reason why the House is asked to vote this is that under the 
Beforms system it is asked to vote and appropriate to a particular head the 
sums required for expenditure under that particular head. The argument 
with which the Honourable Pandit has sought to induce us to vote against 
this Demand is one that rather appeals to me. I think that we might say 
that though the Beforms have given us the right to vote certain expenditure 
we do not like having to vote it; it makes it uncomfortable for us, and Gov- 
ernment has to restore it if it is cut. Therefore it wouM be most dangerous 
that the Government should not have anything to restore; so let us throw 
out every voted grant so that the system under which restorations take 
place will become so normal as to be the only one on the Statute-book. 
When we have arrived at that situation we shall I think have completed 
the full circle of co-operative non-co-operation. (Laughter.) However, 
as T am sure, other Honourable Members desire to say what they think 
of the Army I do not propose to continue my remarks. 

Liont.-Oolonel H. A. J. Wdney (Nominated : An'do-Indinns) : St, it is 
w’th great hesHation and with eonsiderahle anxietv that at th’s late hour I 
take part in this discussion. But I feel I would not be doing my duty 
to my community if I gave a silent vote. I have a vote to give on this 
motion and the way I propose to use it depends on the repUes I receive 
ttom the Government Benches. Sir, I represent a community that has 
been knocking at the door of the Army for the last century, and this is 
sti'd a closed door to me. My friends on the opnosite side have coihnlained 
<sr Tndianization of the Army. I also stand in this House to offer my 
•etapbaiio protest against the treatmient that has been accorded to thO' 
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Anglo-Indian community so far as the Anny is concerned and to demand 
an hononrable and worthy place in its composition in the defence of my 
motherland, India. Sir, for the past 100 Va^rs we have been knocjdng at 
the, door of the Army, and it is still closed to us and no reason has been 
assigned for this ostracism; Sir i if 1 receive no assurances or reasons to- 
day, I shall vote against the Government. Sir, although I believe, that 
an. army, reduced and starved linuncially, is no insurance for the time 
of need and I look upon Rupees as the shock troops of war and the oil ot 
the peace machine. I consider it is wrong and unjust for the Army Depart- 
ment after the war is over and after having used ud to offer mililary 
economy now as an excuse for not enlisting Anglo-Indians in the Army 
except on Indian wages. It was 100 years ago when Ricketts, an Anglo* 
Indian, went to England and asked in vdin for the admission of my com- 
munity into the Army, and it was only a year ago when, as leader of the 
3925. Anglo-Indian Deputation, I did the same thing, and this House knows 
what reply His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief gave me a few days 
ago — an impossible term of enlistment on Indian wages. Sir, I have cir- 
culated His Excerency's offer to the leaders of my community, and, Sir, 
I desire to tell His Excellency that we cannot possibly accept them. I 
am very surprised indeed that such terms should have been offered us in 
this House by one who is so familiar with our mode and standard of living 
and our past military history. If it is a question of military economy, if 
it is a quest on of his inability to reduce military expenditure, I for owe 
must join issue with him here and now for I can conclus’velv prove that 
military expenditure can be reduced without any loss in efficiency. It 
strangely tnie that among the various speeches to which I have listened 
to-day, not one single Member has suggested any p'*actical measure of re- 
ducing military expenditure. Most of, the speeches have been agamdt 
military policy, frontier and foreign, and a general complaint against the 
obviously excessive Military Budget, but not one pracb‘cal suggestion has 
been made to-day to the Army Department as to how it can reduce military 
expenditure. 

Now, Sir, I shall offer one or two suggestions. One is the Military 
Finance Department. Sir, you have only to take the local telephone 
directory and you will find half a page devoted to the names of the Finan- 
cial Advisers of the Army. The Army Department has a Financial Adviser, 
it has five Deputy Financial Advisers, it has five Assistant Financial 
Advisers, it has five Superintendents, and it has an nrmv of 97 clerks, 
costing a large sum of money. Compare this with the Finance Depart- 
ment of the Post and Telegraphs which has only one Adviser, with that of 
the Railways, which controls many crores of rupees and a million men, 
and has only one Adviser. These Finance Departments are paid bv the 
Departments concerned whereas the cost of maintaining the Finance Den*'rt. 
ment of the Army is borne by the Finance Department in the Civil Esti- 
mates. Here Sir, there is an avenue of retrenchment and economy. Will 
action , be taken in this direction? 

. T?he next suggestion refers to the Military Medical Department to T^h'ch 
I have frequently referred in this House as being one where great econottiy 
could be effected without loss of efficiency, and I again refer to it to-(fcy. 
Now, Sir, I look upon this as a real and practical measure of econbinv. 
Since the war recruitment to the 1. M. 8. has been slopped bv competi- 
tion^ and has been done by nomination; and if oPe examined the 
•■of rtcruilmeht to the 1. M. B. from the yeiar iWb to date, dtie 
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a very unhappy and unsatisfactory readiug. The Army Department says 
it fa dffficviit io*obtain recruits from Engiaud and so certain very fascinating 
terms are ofiered to them to join the I. M. S. amounting to nearly a 
thousand rupees a month. These men are being offered salaries of from 
Bs. 650 to lis. 750 per mensem, together with i:l,000 gratuity at the end 
of five years and a first class passage to India and back. This works out 
to nearly lis. 1,000 per mensem and yet we have excellent men in our 
country who are ready to join the I. M. S. but are practically shut out 
except as temporary officers on a lower wage and no permanent prospects, 
fjir, I consider tliat this offers a large and productive held lor economy to 
be effected in the Military Mediciil Service. Another point — I submit that 
Jt is unfair to the Indian tax-payer to use highly paid senior K. A. M. C. 
Officers to perform the duties of junior Lieutenants at British Military 
Hospitals and so swell the mi’itary expenditure. Why cannot the A my 
Department, if they are true military economists, use British qualified 
I. M. D. officers in these posts and so effect great economy whilst retain- 
ing efficiency ? I am not speaking on behalf of my community. I am con- 
cerned mainly in offering ways and means for a reduction in the military 
expenditure. Another matter. Why is it that the Army Department now 
want to replace Ang^o-Indian and Domiciled European trained nurses who 
have worked efficiently for years in British Family Hospitals by English 
nurses from England? These are a few of the avenues where practical 
retrenchment and economy can be immediately effected. I have been 
bringing these matters to the notice of the Army Department for the last 
three vears, but thev have turned a deaf ear to mv advTC. Anrain equally 
capable nurses can be obtained in this country for all Military Hospitals and 
yet you elect to squander the Indian tax-payers money and import nurses 
irom En2:land at the exorbitant rate of Bs. 500 a month inclusive of pav, 
allowances, passage money, etc., and stop the women in this country getting 
the employment to which they have every right. Here are three aven’^es 
of rotrenchment w’hich I offer to the Army economist to ponder over. The 
1. M. S., both European and Indian, are discontented; if vou des re to make 
the service a happy one, then stop this nomination system of yours and, 
whilst getting men from England, recruit in this country where you will 
get a good class of medical men and at a cheaper rate of pav. You also 
have your excellent ho^snitnk in this country; bo, why not recruit vour 
rurses from them? If those two suggestions were adopted, the military 
expenditure would be reduced by many lakhs of rupees. 

Now, Sir, there is another point that I want to mention; it refers to 
the Lee Commission recommendation of free passages to England so far 
AS B affects the I. M. S. I. M. S. officers, especially those who have been 
recruited in this country and who are of Asiatic domicile, have been serious- 
ly and prejudicially affected. These I. M. S. officers are not allowed any 
passages to go to England, whereas those of non-Asiatic domicile are 
allowed four passages during their service, as also passages for their nurses 
and children. I submit, Sir. that this is a gross injustice to the Asiatic 
domiciled members of the I. M. S. especially those who entered the service 
by competition. This delay in announcing the decision of the Secretary of 
Slate regarding the future of the I. M. S. is causing great discontent, 
anxiety and rum to the European and Indian officers, as also the adminis- 
tration of oiif Hospitals apd the traipin<^ of our Medioal Departments. I’^d'a 
demands the best men of both East and West— not the fourth best. More* 
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<»ver this deprivation of free passages to Asiatic domiciled I. M. S. othcers 
is unjust to them amounting to a British preference sO far as sludy leave 
especially is concerned. Indian I. M. S. men need equal opportunities as 
Europeans to improve their professional knowledge in Europe and to deny 
them this is to aeprive them of obtaining accelerated promotions. More- 
c\er, I. 0. S. Asiatic domiciled officers, even nominated, have got this con- 
cession till 1925. Passages by a trooper are useiess because they are rarely 
obtainable nowadays. Equal passage facilities should be given to 
Indian 1. M. S., and any distinction is unjust. 

There is another point which I wish to bring to the notice ol His 
Excellency the Gommander-in-Chief. It refers to medical relief to the 
women and children of Indian troops. Sir, if you compare the medical 
relief given to the Indian women and children of the Indian troops with 
that given to the British troops, you will find a very very sad and marked 
difference indeed. In the British Army you have fully equipped family hos- 
pitals whose maintenance is a military medical charge. In the Indian Army 
you have very little medical relief obtainable ; indeed I may say there is none 
except of a voluntary nature. The result is that in the families of Indian 
troops the death-rate and infantile mortality are unduly high. Attendance 
for serious cases is practically nil. In three stations, however, Quetta, 
Secunderabad and Delhi , the work that is being done. amonc:st these Indian 
'women and children has been done entirely by voluntary efforts and volun- 
tary subscriptions. Sir, I consider that the Army Department should bear 
this responsibility and maintain Indian Families Hospitals. There should 
be no difference whatever in medical relief given to the women and children 
in the Indian Army as compared with that of the British Army. This is 
a very important point and the Army Department should lose no time ,in 
attending to it. 

Sir, before I sit down, I should like the Army Member to let me know 
whether it is a fact that it is their intention to enlist a large number 
of British soldiers into the General Service branch of the Telegraph Dejiart- 
ment again. I understand — I speak subject to correction — that this is the 
intention of the Army Department and that it intends to bring the strength 
of military telegraphists of the Telegraph Department to its former level, 
that is about 260 men. I believe to-day that there are only 60 British 
soldiers as military telegraphists and that it is the intention of the Army 
Department to increase this number and so deprive the Indians and Anglo- 
Indians of 200 jobs in this Department. If this is true, I consider it a 
wrong policy and I vehemently protest against it; and if such be the inten- 
tion of the Army Department I shall give my vote to the other side and 
support the motion refusing the entire Demand for the Army Department. 
I await a reply to my question before I cast my vote. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malavlya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural): Sir, the first point I want to place before the 
Assembly is the necessity of making a recommendation to the Governor 
General through you that there should be more time allowed for the 
business of this Assembly. The days allowed are too few to enable us 
to deal with the many measures that interest us. There are not sufficient 
davs for Resolutions, there are not sufficient days for Bills, and there are 
not Buffic‘ent days for grants. Objection has been taken to speeches 
being long. I submit that they have not been too long. The subiecte 
are of such great importance, and greater time is needed to deal with 
them. If more days had been allotted for discussion of Resolutions and 
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Bills, the discussions would not have been so prolonged as they have 
been. 

The first thing I wish to do is to acknowledge the kindness and courtesy 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in the remarks he made 
about the Benares Hindu University, It was a pleasure to us, to wel- 
come His Excellency there. All that His Excellency said about our 
young men is quite true. They are happy. The only thing that has made 
them unhappy is that while a company was sanctioned in 1921, only half 
a company has been allowed to be started. Hundreds of young men are 
eager to enrol, and we are in a position to put up a full battalion. Our 
young men won 33 medals last year and 33 the year be- 
fore last. I hope that Government will recognise that the delay in giv'ng 
sanct’on to increase their numbers is a matter of sore complaint with them. 
I hope that things will improve in Bombay and other places also by sanc- 
tion being given to the proposals of the Shea Committee relating to the 
expansion of the University Training Corps which were entirely satis- 
factory. 

Sir, I regretted to hear His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief say 
that he could neither reduce the number of men in the Army nor the 
amount of expenditure. I first take the question of expenditure. As 
Ilig Excellency said, the Inchcape Committee said that: 

“ should a further fall in prices take place, we consider that it may be possible, 

after a few years, to reduce the military budget to a sum not exceeding Bs. 50 crores, 
although the Commander-in-Chief does not subscribe to this opinion.'* 

The Committee recommended a reduction of Rs. 13,95,52,000, but 
thev said that the Government of India should not be satisfied with a 
military budget of 57 crores. To quote their exact words, they said: 

** We do not, however, consider that the Government of India should be satisfied 

with a military budget of 57 crores, and we recommend that a close watch be kept 

on the details of military expenditure with the object of bringing about a progressive 
reduction in the future." * 

They further said: 

" Should a further fall in prices take place, we consider that it may be possible^ 
after a few years, to reduce the military budget to a sum not exceeding Rs. 50 crores, 
although the Commander-in-Chief does not subscribe to this opinion. Even this is more, 
in our opinion, than the tax-payer in India should be called upon to pay, and, though 
revenue may increase through a revival of trade, there would, we think, still be no 
justification for not keeping a strict eye on military expenditure with a view to its 
further reduction." 

If I understood him aright, His Excellency pleaded that there had been 
no fall in prices since the Inchcape Committee Report was made. On 
that point I beg to invite the Commander-in-Ch'ef s attention to the fact 
that it appears from the Indian Trade Journal that since March 1, 1923, 
the dote on which the Report was written, prices have gone down in 
India from 172 to 143 (vide page 330 of the Journal.) 

. The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I have more than once pointed 
out that it is the prices of foods that are important in connection with 
the Army, especially pulses and grain, and they have gone up very con- 
siderably. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I am sorrv the figures given in tho 
Trade Journal, which is a Government publication, vary with what the- 
Honourable the Finance Member says. 
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The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Those are the general prices. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: But the general prces have gone down 
from 172 to 143, and in England from 160 to 145. On that ground the 
reduction in military expenditure should have been larger by this time. 
I submit, Sir» that this is a question of such immense importance that it 
should receive better attention from the Government. I wish to say 
here that this Assembly will not be satisfied and the country will not be 
happy and contented unless military expenditure has been reduced very 
cons'derably. It should go down below 40 crores and I submit there 
are ways of doing this. There is not time for me to dilate upon the 
points I wish to make. I therefore only place them before 
Bis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and the Government 
of India. I wish Government to know that this question of mditary ex- 
penditure being of the importance it is, to-day’s vote — which I hope will 
be unanimous so far as the elected Members on this side of the House 
are concerned — to-day’s vote is meant to draw the attent’on of the Govern- 
ment to the immense dissatisfaction which exists in this country with 
the present military expenditure and the present military pol cv of Gov- 
ernment. Tht vote is meant to strengthen the hands of His Excellency 
tlv? Commandcr-in-Chief and other Members of the Government of India 
who may wish to fight for a greater reduction both by all oration in the 
composition of the troops and also by reduction of other expenditure. 

I submit, Sir, that there must be a new policy declared now. The 
time has gone by when India could be content to have herself defended 
bv such large numbers of British troops. Wo are thankful to our British 
fellow-subjects for their willingness toi defend this country, but we want 
to wipe out the dishonour of not being able to defend India ourselves. I 
therefore want llu* Government to declare the policy that hereafter Indians 
shall defend India. The second declaration I want should be that Indians 
shall be prepared to defend India in the future. I urge that a really good 
military college like that at Sandhurst should be established in India. 
When I had the honour of appearing before the Army Committee over 
which Lord Eawlinson presided in 1921, I suggested that such a college 
should bo established to eommemorato the Prince of Wales’s visit. We 
have had a school started at Behra Bun since, but that is I’ke an English 
public school, not a real military college. What we urge is that a real 
military college should be established in India- I wish a poliev to be in- 
augurated by wh’ch military traininsi: will be introduced in every school 
in the country. T wish a policy inaugurated under which everv University 
will have its TTiiiversitv Training Corps expanded to the fullest extent 
and all fit young men to be. given an opportunity to have the benefit of 
a course of military training and discipline. Sir, I also wish a Council of 
Notional Befence to be created. The defence of India concerns not only 
British India, but also Indian India; and I suggest that there should be a 
National Befence Association created in which the Princes also should be 
invited to take part, and the Indian States and British India, of course 
including high military officers of Government, should together plan the 
defence of India, should plan national defence on national lines. Towards 
this end I desire that an Indian should be appointed ns the Military 
Member of the Council whose dutv it should be to look after the prepa- 
ration of Indians for national defence. TTis Excellencv the CommaPder- 
in-Cbief is an Indian, for he was bom at Kirkee. and T wish that he should 
be the President of this Council. We are proud to claim him as a fellow-- 
countryman and a fellow-subject, and I wish he would place himself 
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the head of such an Association, as 1 suggest, start branches in the 
provinces and the districts, and proclaim to the world that the present 
military policy of the Government of India has changed, 
and that henceforth Indians shall be prepared to defend their country 
honestly and honourably and to fight for its freedom. That 
is the policy I wish to be adopted. Towards the adoption of this policy 
I hope His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will make the fullest con- 
tribution ho can. India cannot be satisfied, Sir, with the present 
state of things. Such an enormous amount as 55 crores to be spent 
upon the Army when it can be reduced by substituting Indians for Euro- 
peans, without reducing their number! I say you can substitute more 
Ii dians for British troops. The numbers of the internal security Br tish 
troops have gone up very much; and if they cannot be brought down 
directly by absolute reduction the substitution of Indian for British troops 
to that extent will very effectively reduce the total expenditure. This 
vote to-day ought to be taken by the Government as an indication and 
as a strong indication of the desire of the House that this matter of mili- 
tary expenditure should be reviewed. The Amiy should be reorganised. 
It should no longer be a tail of the British Army. It should be an 
Indian Army standing on its own legs, organised in a way satisfactory 
and honourable to Indians and yet quite as efficient as the present Army 
is. Towards this purpose I hope to-day’s vote will bo taken by the Gov- 
ernment as a guidance, and that work will be commenced during the year. 
If we find that our protests and prayers and suggestions go unheeded* the 
only course left open to Members on this side of the House will be to vote 
against military expenditure whenever it is brought before them in any 
shape or form. The Honourable the Finance Member wanted to tell us 
that there may be some incongruity in voting against this proposal. But 
we are driven to take the course that wo propose to adopt because this is 
the only manner by which wo can mark our extreme dissatisfaction with 
the present military arrangements of the Government of India. I hope 
every Member of this House will record his vote agamst the motion and 
I hope that the vote will not be misunderstood, but will be correctly ap- 
preciated as strengthening the hands of those members of the Government 
including His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, who, I believe, des’re- 
to do the best, the most honest thing by India, that is to say, to prepare 
Indians in the shortest space of time for defending their own country- I 
do not th’nk I should take up more time of the House. I hope the vote 
will be unanimous on this side of the House. 

Mr. O. M. Toung: Sir, this is the first time for three years that the 
Army Department Vote has been discussed in this House. On the last 
occasion the discussion took place on a single motion for a cut of Rs. 100; 
there were very few speeches made and they were all in the nature of 
requests for information? And, as the demands for information were 
supplied in advance on that occasion, the Army Secretary was able to 
comply with them all before the debate was over. 

The Army Vote has not been discussed in detail on motions for reduc- 
tion of grants ever since this Assembly began; it is therefore not to be 
wondered at, 'perhaps, that there has been an immense volume of criti- 
cism, and of requests for information. A large part of the criticisms con- 
sisted merclv of the complaint that non-votable expenditure is non- 
votable. Well* we cannot do very much about that- That is regulated by 
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the Government of India Act, and it does not seem worth while for us to 
try and defend that posit*on here. Another large part of the criticism 
was devoted to the control of the Government of India by His Majesty s 
Government through the Secretary of State for India. That is a fact. 
Sir, which cannot be altered in a discussion on the Army Vote. My 
Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, went further and complained 
of the control of the Secretary of State for Ind a by the Secretary of State 
for War. That is a constitutional by-path into which I am unable to- 
follow him; but I am not aware, Sir, that the position is as he suggests. 

The discussion — and in this I include the previous one on the cut — ^the 
discussion has turned topsy turvy? We are now discussing the Demand 
for the entire grant, while yesterday and the greater part of to-day we 
were discussing a motion for a particular cut. On that part cular motion 
the discussion swelled until it took in every conceivable Lne of Army 
administration and some lines wh ch are not Army administration. It 
began, however, with two main po.nts of criticism of the Government 
policy. These were connected with the two Keports — the Auxiliary and 
Territorial Forces Committee’s Report, and the Indian Sandhurst Com- 
mittee’s Report. It has been repeatedly pointed out in the course of 
these discussions that the earlier Report still awaits the decision of the 
Secretary of State for India ou the recommendations of the Committee, 
and on the proposals of the Government of India in connection with those 
recommendations. It has also been repeatedly pointed out that the 
Indian Sandhurst Committee’s Report is awaiting a decision on the ques- 
tion of the date of publication, and yet speaker after speaker has got up 
and condemned the Government for not taking action in the various direc- 
tions covered by the terms of reference of those two Committees. I still 
claim that the period of 18 months which the Government of India and 
the Local Governments took to consider in consultation the recommenda- 
tions of the Aux liary and Territorial Forces Committee was, in view of 
the importance of the subject, a reasonable period. 

Then, Sir, on the question of reduction of expenditure the debate 
started with what I may call a misstatement, that the Inchcape Commit- 
tee recommended a cut, and that His Excellency the Commander- n-Chief 
said that that cut was a pious aspiration. This has been explained again' 
and again, and still speakers have got up under the same misapprehen- 
sion. The Inchcape Committee said that they thought that the expendi- 
ture, which was then about 67 crores, should go down to 57 crores. The 
Government of Ind'a brought it down first to 59 crores, and subsequently 
to 55 crores. That is the cut. Now for the pious aspiration. The pious 
aspiration was that if prices fell further, they thought we should not be 
content with 57 crores, but we should cut down to 50 crores. The twG 
things are quite distinct, and they have been amply explained to the 
House. 

Then there has been a great deal of demand for a reduction of the 
Army. Mv Honourable fr end Diwan Chaman Lall in h’s speech to-daVr 
on the motion on which I am now speaking, said that the Army in India 
was maintained for Imperial purposes. Well, Sir, we have told the House 
again and again that the Government of India are not maintaining thsf 
Army in India for Imperial purposes . 

Sir Hari Sin^ Oonr: Is that the view of the War Office? 
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' llr^ O. K. Towg: 1 am not the spokesmali of the War Office, but I 
tifafould imagine so. My Honourable friend Diwan Chaman Lall went on 
tO' say that we were not only maintaining an army in India entirely for 
Imperial purposes, but that we were creating and foster ng a bogey in 
order to justify that army, or in other words, he said that no menace 
existed on the’ frontiers of India. The logical conclusion of that is that 
Ind a can do without an army, and if my Honourable triend thinks so, he 
is welcome to his opinion. He has not, however, made any suggestion, 
wrr has any other Member, who has spoken on either of these two discus- 
sions, made anv practical suggestion for reduction, until the two sugges- 
tions of mv. Honourable friend. Colonel Gidney, who spoke a few minutes 
aco. One of h s suggestions wr.s a reduction in a department which is not 
under the control of the Army Department, and the other suggestion was 
so diversified that it is quite impossible to follow him into it now. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Piohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham- 
nmdan Eural) : What about the Indianization of the Army ? 

I 

Mr. a. M. Young: The substitution of Indian troops for Bri(isl) troops? 

, Maulvi Mahammad Yakub: That was tho method suggested. 

Mr. G. M. Young: Indianization was not suggested as a matter of 
'economy. 

Sir H'ari Singh Gour: Your mouth is shut, say so. 

Mr. G. M. Young: One Of the objects of the reductOn of the Army 
was stated to be to find, money for expenditure in other departments, 
what are knowm as the nat on-huilding departments. Well, Sir, apart from 
the fact that these deparimenis are controlled by the Provincial Govorn- 
monts, and the only way in which the Government of India can help them 
is the wav taken bv tho Finance Member, that is, abolishing the provincial 
contrbutOns — I submit that the Army itself is, for the agricultural, the 
rural classes, a nation-building department. It finds employment for agricul- 
turists. It teaches them the virtues of courage, ’duty and discipline, and 
physical fitness, and it throws in a very decent educat on into the bargain. 
If that is nob nation-building, T do not know what nation-building is. The 
r»*oof of it comes not only from what I say now, but from all sides of the 
House and from every corner of India. My Honourable friend Mr. 
Kelknr is nlwavs askir" mo whv we do not recruit more Mahratta Brah- 
mans ?n the Armv. He has Also pleaded the cause of Ramoshis» Dangs 
and Mnhars. (An Jlonou^nhU. Member: “Madrassis-**) I am comine* to 
Mndraasis in a minute. Mv Honourable friend Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan 
sqvs ‘‘Why don’t vou recru’t more Svyads in the Army?” My Honour- 
able friend from Burma complains, because we are no longer recruiting 
r-iirmans except in the Sappers and Miners. When the other dav, in 
pursuance of economy, we had to d'sband a regiment, and a particular 
namelv the Madras Beiriment was selected, we had a howl 
from Madras. I could multiply ^instances of this. But what I would 
J‘ke to think. Sir, is that these manifestations represent not merely a cry 
for errrplovment. but a reposition of the fact that the Army is, in a true 
sense, a lyition-building department. 

Then, Sir, I come to the reduction of British troons. That, Sir, is 
after all a question f<» the military experts and also the Ok>vemment of 
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India, who are responsible for internal security, and must be allowed to 
decide. It is no use my Honourable fr.end Pandit Madan Mohan Mala- 
viya getting up and saying that so many British troops can be dispensed 
with. How can he tell that? 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: You do not want British troops for 
internal security. 

Mr. O. M. Young: Sir, my own experience, such as it is, is very much 
to the contrary. {An Honourable Member: “It is one-sided experience.'') 
Yes, Sir, it is one-sided experience. I was the third party. I was Deputy 
Commissioner for about three and a half years of a district and chairman 
of a municipality of a very large city not a thousand miles from here. 
\Vhen I was there, there were times of considerable tension, and on one 
such occasion I went over to see Uie General who was commanding the 
troops. He said: “What have you come to see me about?'* And I said “I 
have come to see you about this occasion" (it was a religious festival). 
He said: “What would you like me to do?" I said: “I should like you to 
march a small detachment of British troops through the city". He said: 
“You can have them; do you want them with machine guns?" I said: 
“Certainly not." He said: “Would you like them with a band?** I said: 
“Yes, I would like them with a band." And so they marched through the 
city with a band* (An Honourable Member: “Did you go at the head of 
them?**) I did not. I had not got military uniform. Well, Sir . . . . , 

Mr. President : Order, order. The question is : 

** That a reduced sum not exceeding Rs. 5,78,000 be granted to the Governor General 
in Council to defray the charges, which will come in course of payment during tho year 
ending tho 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the ‘ Army Department *,** 

The Assembly divided: 
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Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 

Hyder, Dr. L. K. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 

'iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 

^engar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 
Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 

Khin Manng, U. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lahiri Chandhnry, Mr. Dhirendra 
Kanta. 

The motion was negatived. 

(It being Five of tho Clock, Mr. 
Demands which still remained to be 


Lajpat Rai, Lala. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 
Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Moonje, Dr. B. 8. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Nayudu, Mr. B. P. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Pandya, Mr. Vi^a Sagar. 
Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir, 
Rananjaya Singh, Kumar. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Elhaa 
Bahadur. 

Shafee, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Shervani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

S'ngh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 

S’nha, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 

Tok Kv^ U. 

Vi«^hindaa. Mr. Harchandrai. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 


President then proceeded to put the 
disposed of.) 


Demand No. 17 — ^Taxbs on Income. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 64,48,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Conncil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Taxes on Income *.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 19 — OproM. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 89,14,000 be granted to the Governor General in> 
Cbuncil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Opium 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 20 — Stamps. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,49,000 he granted to the Governor General iw 
Cbuncil to defray the char ares which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 3l8t day of March, 1928, in respect of * Stamps ’.** 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 21 — obbst. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Re. 7,43,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Goancil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of * Forest 

The motion was adopted. 

Dbmand No- 22 — ^Irrigation (including Working Expenses), NavioatioNi 
Embankment and Drainage Works. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,11,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the yeat 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Irrigation (including Working 
Expenses), Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works 

Tho motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 24 — Indo-European Telegraph Department (inoludino 

Working Expenses). 

Hr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 29,37,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year- 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Indo-European Telegraph Depart* 
ment (including Working Expenses)’. 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 25 — ^Interest on Debt and Reduction or Avoidance of ,Dbbt. 
Mr. Preddent: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 98,79,000 be granted to the Governor General ui' 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Interest on Debt and Reduction or 
Avoidance of Debt 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 26 — ^Intbrbst on Miscellaneous Obligations. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 29,22,000 be granted to the Governor General in. 
Conncil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Interest on Miscellaneous Obliga* 
tions ® 

Ttij fiTotion was adopted. 

Demand No. 27 — Staff, Household and Allowances of the Oovernob 

General. 

Mr. PteSident: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,15,000 be granted to the Governor General in, 
Council to defray the cHkrees which wU! come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 3l8t day of March, 1928, in respect of * Staff, Household and AllowanM of* 
the Governor General ’.** 

The motioa was adopted. 
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Demani> No. 2d — ^L eoielativis Bodies. 

Mr. President: The question is: - 

^ “ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,62,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
IGouncil to defrav the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, IfliSfi, in respect of ‘ Legislative Bodies *.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 80 — Foreign and Poutical Department. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 7,95,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Foreign and Political Department *.** 

Tlio motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 31 — Home Department, 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,51,000 bo granted to the ^Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
■ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the * Home Department 

llic motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 32 — ^Public Service Commission, 

% 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,04,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of Minch, 1928, in respect of the ‘ Public Service Commission 

Tlio motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 33 — Legislative Department. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

• That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,43,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will ceme in course of payment during the year 
^ding the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the ‘ Legislative Department 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 84 — ^Department op Education, Health and Lands. 

' Mr. President: The question is: 

fc ^ , 0 uin not eicceeding Ra. 5,^,00C be gpranted to the Governor General in 
Xfeuncil.to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending Ihe 31ft day of March, 1928, in respect of the ‘ Department of Education, 

«nd Lanas 

The notion was adopted. 
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Dbhanp No. 85— Fimancs Dbfabtmemt. 

Mi. rreaident: The question is: 

" Tbst » turn not excooding lU. 10,66,000 be granted to tbe Qovdlmor Qnneral Jb- 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the yekr 
ending the Slst day of March, 1028, in respect of the * Finance Department , 

The motion was adopted. 


Dbbiand No. 86— Separation of Accounts from Audit. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 13,34,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the cliarfijes which y^ill come in course of payment during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of ' Separation of Accounts from 
Audit 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 37 — Commerce Department. 

Ur. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,89,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the * Commerce Department 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 39— Department of Industries and Labour. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,94,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the ‘Department of Industries and 
Labour . 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 40— Central Board of Bbvencb. 

Mr. Frecldent: The question is: 


“That a sum not exceeding Rs 1,89,000 be_ granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of navmenf ® 

ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the ‘ CentroT C of 


Tho motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 41— Payments to Provincial Governments ok accoumt a. 

Administration of Agency Subjects. ^ 

Mr. President: The question is; 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,49,000 be granted to 
Council to defray the charges which will ocmie in course of 
. ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of * Payments i 
on account of Administration of Agency subjecii*,'* 

The motion was adopted. 


the Governor General Irf 
payment during the viap 
0 Provincial OoveiiiiiMmto 
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Demand No. 42 — Audit. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

, *' That A sum not exceeding Rs. 74,49,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

.Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of * Audit 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 43 — AninNiSTRATiON of Justice. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 53,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st Jay of March, 1928, in respect of ' Administration of Justice 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 44-r-PoLiCB. 

ikr. F);esi(lent: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,70,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

' ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of ' Police . 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 45— Ports and Pilotage. 

Mr. Fresideut: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 22,05,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

^ending the 3lst day of March, 1928, in respect of * Ports and Pilotage 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 46 — Survey op India. 

Mr. F/esident: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 30,98,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
‘Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31 st day of March, 1928, in respect of the * Survey of India *.'* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 47 — ^Meteorology. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,52,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

^Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

» ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Meteorology *.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 48 — Qeolooioal Survey. 

, Hr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2.13,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

^ding the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of the ' Geologiral Survey 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 49 — ^Botanical Suryby* 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 547,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
<louncil to defray the chai-ges, which will come in course of parent during the ye^r 
•ending the Slat day of March^ 1928, in respect of the * Botanical Survey 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 50 — ^Zoological Survey. 

Mi. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,65,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to deiray tne charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
•ending the 31st day of March, 19ii8, in respect of the ‘ Zoological Survey 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 61 — ^ARCHiEOLOGY. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 16,27,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to deiray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Archaeology 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 62 — ^Mines. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,64,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which wdl come in course of payment during the year 
endmg the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Mines 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 53 — Other Scientific Departments. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,30,000 be granted to the Governor General !n 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Other Scientific Departments 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 64 — ^Education. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 9,39,000 be granted to the Governor General In 
Oouncil to defray the charges which will come ixi course of payment daring the yeat 
•ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Education *.** 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 55— Medical Services. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

••That a sum not exceeding Ri. 8,1B|000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Medical Services 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 66 — ^Public Health. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 10,22,000 be granted to. the Governor General in* 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Public Health 

l^e motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 67 — Agriculture. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum npt exceeding Rs. 15,15,000 be granted to the Governor General in- 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Agriculture 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 58 — Civil Veterinary Services. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,80,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges* which will come in course of payment during the year, 
ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of * Civil Veterinary Services 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 69 — ^Industries. 

Mr. President: The" question is: 


‘‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,62,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during ^e year 
•nding the 3lst day of March, 1928, in respect of * Industries ^ 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 60— Aviation. 

iKx» President: The question is: 

^'That a sum not exceeding Rs 3,96,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Ccmncil to defray the charges wWh will come in course of payment during the year 
•Ddmg the 31tt day of March, 1028, in respect of • Aviation ^ 
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The Assembly divided : 


AYES-48. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian 
Abdui <^iyam, Nawao bir Sahibzada. 
Akram ilussain Bahadur, Brmce 
A. M. M, 

Allison, Mr. K. W. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ashrat'uddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
hlawabzada ISayid. 

A^angar, Mr. V. K. A. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Bao Bahadur N arasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Blackect, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Coalman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

K’jaz Basul Khan, Baja Muhammad. 
Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Baja. 

Ghulam Kadir Khan Dakhan, Mr. 

W. M. P. 

Graham, Mr. L. 

Greenfield, Mr. H. C. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr, E. B. 

Innes, The Honourable Sir Charles. 


Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Bisaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Lindsay, Sir Darcy. 

Macphail, The Bevd. Dr. E. M. 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Muhammad Nawaz ^an, lieut.- 
Sardar. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bajah, Bao Bahadur M 0. 

Ban, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Boy, Sir Ganen. 

Buthnaswanw, Mr. M. 

Singh, Bai Bahadur S. N. 

Sinna, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 

Sykes, Mr, B. F. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


' NOES-16. 

Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi, Mr. 

Aney, Mr! M. S. 

Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 

Chaman Lall, Mr. 

Das, Mr. B. 

fyengar, Mr. S, Srinivasa 
Jayakar, Mr. M. B. 

Lajpat Bai, Lala. 

The motion was adopted. 


Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, lii&. 
Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 
Bananjaya Singh, Kumar. 
Banga Iyer, Mr. 0. 8. 
Singh, Bam Narayan. 
Tok Kyi, U. 


Demand No. 61 — Commercial Intelligence and Statistics. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Bs. 2,59,OOU be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Commercial Intelligenoe and 
Statistics 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 62 — ^Emigration— Internal. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

'** That a sum not exceeding Bs. 46,CXX) be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come iu course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Emigration— Internal '.** 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 68 — ^Emigration — ^External. 

llr. Preaidant: The question is: 

'* That a sum not exoaediitg Bs. 88,000 be gi'onted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray^ the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the Slat day of March, 1028, in respect of * Emigration— External ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No' 64 — Joint-Stock Companies. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Bs. 1,32,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come, in course of payment during the year 

ending the 3l8t day of March, 1928, in respect of * Joint-Stock Companies \ * 

motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 66 — Miscellaneous Departments. 

llr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Bs. 2,29,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

ending the 31st aay of March, 1928, in respect of ' Miscellaneous Departments 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 66 — ^Indian Stores Department. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Bs. 16,34,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will comedn course of payment during the year 

ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the * Indian Stores Department 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 67— Currency. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Bs. 53,42,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

ending the 3l8t day of March, 1928, in respect of * Currency *»** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 68 — ^Mint. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Bs. 17,72,000 be slanted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will, come in course of payment during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of the * Mint *.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 69 — Civil Works. 


Mr. President: The question is: 


That a sum not exceeding Bs. 1,46,48,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come im course of payment durinff' the vear 
ending the Slit day of March, 19^, in respect of * Civil Wor^ ^ 


Tho motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 70— Superannuation 'Allowances and Pensions. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a soin not exceeding Be. 38,09,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Cotincil to defray the chafes which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 3l8t day of March, 1926, in respect of * Superannoatidn AUowtnoei wd 
Pensions 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 71 — Stationery and Printing. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Bs. 34,63,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges whioh will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Stationery and Printing 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 72— Miscellaneous. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 14,66,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Miscellaneous *,** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 78 — Refunds. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Bs. 56,23,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of paymmit during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of * Refunds 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 74— North-West Frontier Province. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not .exceeding Rs. 99,68,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the * North-West Frontier Province 

The motion was adopted. 


De^Xnd No. 75— Baluchistan. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 27,02,000 be granted to the Gkyvemor Genera! in ^ 
Council to defray the charges which will come" in course 6t payment during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of . ‘ BalUchietan 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand Nd 76— Delhi. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 38,30,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the .3lBt day of March, 1928, in respect of * Delhi 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 77 — Ajmeb-Mebwara. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,38,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Ajmer-Merwara 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 78 — Andamans and Nicobar Islands. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 41,46,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of ‘ Andamans and Nicobar Islands 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 79 — Rajputana. 

Mr. President: TEe question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,45,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council .to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Rajputana 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 80 — Central India. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,82,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray tjie charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
en^ng the 31st day of March, 19?8, in' respect of * Central India 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 81 — Hyderabad. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

Thai, a; sum not exceeding Rs. 85,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council Itp; defray the charges which will come in . course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of ‘ Hyderabad *.** 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 82 — ^Expenditure in England— Secretary op State for 

India. 

Mr. PresideDt: The question is: i 

** That a sum not exceeding Es. 15,31 ,CXX) be granted to the Gh>vernor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of * Expenditure in England-^-Secretary 
of State for India *.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 88 — ^Expenditure in England — ^Hjgh Commisssionbr fob 

India. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 21,32,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the ywr 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Expenditure in England — ^High 
Commissioner for India *.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Expenditure charged to Capital. 

Demand No. 84 — Capital Outlay on Security Printing. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 12,000' be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of ‘ Capital Outlay on Security Print- 

ing 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 85 — ^Forest Capital Outlay. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

ending the 3l6t day of March, 1928, in respect of ‘ Forest Capital Outlay 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 86 — ^Irrigation. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 16,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

ending the Slst day of March, 1928, in respect of ' Irrigation *.'* 

The motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 87 — ^Indian Posts and Telegraphs. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 69,90,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 

ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of Indian Posts and Telegraphs 

The motion was adopted. 
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Dbmand No. 88— iNOO-EtjROPBAN Telegraphs. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,000 bo granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment daring the year 
ending the 31si day of March, 1928, in respect of * Indo-European Telegraphs 

The motion was adopted. 


Demanp No. 89 — Capital Outlay on Currency Note Printing Press. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

% 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 19,16,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of^ March. 1928, in respect of ‘ Oapital Outlay on Currency Note 
Printing Press *.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

I 

Demand No. 90 — Capital Outlay on Vizagapatam Harbour. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding Rs. 39,43,000 be granted to the Governor Geiieral in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of * Capital Outlay on Vizagapatam 
Harbour*.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 91 — Commuted Value of Pensions. 

Mr. Prefiddent: The question is: 

** That a. sum not exceeding Rs. 19.05,000 be granted to the Goyernor General in 
Council to defray the chnrgos whicli will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the dUt day of Afaich, 1928, in respect of ‘ Commuted Value of Pensions *.** 

The motion was adopted. 


Demand No. 92— New Capital at Delhi. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 65,18,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of the * New Capital at Delhi *,** 

The motion was adopted. 

Disbursements of Loans cmd Advances. 

Demand No. 98 — ^Interest-free Advances. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,01.33,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Co^cu to dmay the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 3l8t'day of March, 1928, in respect of ‘Interest-free Advances ,* 

The motion was adopted. 
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Demand No. 94 — Loans and Advances bearing Interest. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That a sum not exceeding R«. 3,80,78,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the y^r 
ending the 31st day of March, 1928, in respect of ‘ Loans and Advances bearing 
Interest 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 16th March, 1927. 




BBBATUM. 

la L. A. Debate^ Voi. IX Ko. 34. p. 2081, 
para. 2, line 1, for *' Lala Lajpat lUi ’’ road 
■ ' Diwan Cbamw Lai} 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday^ 16th March, 1927- 


llie Assembly mel; in the Assembly Chamber of the Council HoubBi 
at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND NSWERS. 

Depression in the Coal Trade in Bihar and Orissa. 

967. *Mr. Siddheswar Sinha: (a) Are Government aware of the serious 
depression of the coal trade in the province of Bihar and Orissa? 

(b) Is it a fact that some coal companies have been closed in the Jharia 
coalfields on account of such depression? If so, will the Government 
be pleased to state their number? 

(o) Is it a fact that the output of many ether coal companies in the 
same coalfield has considerably decreased in the last three years? 

(d) If the reply to the aforesaid question he in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to give a statement of the output of such companies 
for the last three years? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state what action they have taken 
or intend to take to give relief to and to protect the coal trade ? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: (a) — (d) I am sorry that the in- 
formation at my disposal does not enable meJ to go into as much detail 
as the Honourable Member desires, but if the Honourable Member wants 
fully to study the position of the Indian coal trade, 1 recommend him to 
read the report of the Indian Coal Committee, the report of the Tariff Board 
on Coal and the pamphlet entitled “Indian Coal Statistics, 1925,“ which 
was published as a supplement to the Indian Trade Journal of December 
23, 1926, and which will be found in the Library. I am aware, of course, 
that the Indian coal trade complains of depression not only in Bihar and 
Orissa and elsewhere, and that a certain number of colljieries have closed 
down. But the output of the Jharia field, the most important field in 
Bihar and Orissa, remained more or less constant in 1923, 1924 and 1925, 
nor have I any reason to believe that there Mras any serious decrease in 
1926. In 1923 the output was 10,346,000 tons. In 1925 it was 10,677,000 
tbns. 

(e) The two reports referred to above indicate that the position of the 
coal trade has been constantly under review. The most important mea- 
sures taken on these reports have been the establishment of the Coal 
Grading Board, the grant of an increased rebate on graded export oo4l 
and the reduction of long distance railway freights on coal. 

Mxmobial op Mr. S. H. Couvsbll, late Deputy Magistrate of 

Bkngal. 

968. •Llaut.p-Oolontl S. A. Oidney:*(a) Will the Honoyrable 
ber be pleased to state whether he received a memorial from Mr. 

( 2329 ) 
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Oounsell, late Deputy Magistrate of Bengal, addresaed to the ^ Secretary 
of State for India, and, if so, whether it is a fact ibai his memorial has 
been withheld? ' 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state whether Eule XXIX of the Eules published in the Notifeation 
by the Government of India Home Department No. F.-472, dated the 
2l8t June, 1024) entitles Mr. Counsell to cla’m that his memorial be sent 
on to the Secretary of State for India and not withheld? 

(c) If the answer is in the affirmative, do Government propose to for- 
ward Mr. Counseirs memorial to the Secretary of State for India for any 
action ht may consider necessary? 

Mr. J. M. Dunnett: (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(6) Buie XXIX does not apply. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

Iile4t.-Oolonel H. A. J. Sidney: Will the Honourable Member please 
i»ell me whether ho has received a subsequent letter from me about four 
days ago adnxitting a misquotation of authority for action and asking for 
a substitution? I sent it about four days ago and I thought he might 
have received it. 

Mr> J. M. Dunnott: I regret that 1 have not seen any correspondence 
of that nature. 


Foeveiturb of the GRATum OF I'abu Surexdra Nath Dittt, Heat> 
Pay Clerk, Jamalpur, dischargid from Service ioe 
Slack Supervision. 

969, *Iileut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: 1. In connection with certain 
deficiencies traced in the accounts of Assistant Pay Clerks N. N. Bose and 
H. C. Banneriee of the East Indian Eailway, Jamalpur, on the 15th Nov- 
ember, 1923, will Government be pleased to state the reasons for forfeiting 
the gratuity of Babu Surendra Nath Dutt, the Head Pay Clerk of that 
station who, as a result of the investigation following the discovery of the 
defalcation, was discharged from service for slack supervision? 

2. Are Government aware that in a previous case which occurred, vi»., 
Babu Hari Sadhan Mukerjoe, the then Head Pay Clerk, Jamalpur, on a 
similar defalcation being detected in the accounts of Assistant Pay Clerk 
Narain Chandra Ganguli, was pennitted to continue in the service and 
eventually retire receiving his gratuity in full? 

3. Are Government also aware that in another case of defalcation of 
accounts of Assistant Pay Clerks, tho Head Pay Clerk, Babu Binod 
Goswami, was permitted to retire from service with his gratuity? 

■ 4. If the answer to questions 2 and 8 are in the affirmative, will Gov- 
emment be pleased to state, why in the case of Babu Surendra Nath Dutt, 
a novel method of procedure was resorted to ? 

5. Do Government propose to look into the case of Babu Surendra 
Nath Dutt? 

^ ^ f 

Hr. Pat^oiu: I have no information about the facts .alleged. 

K.0 appeal has been received front the 'ntan refenred to in Part I of the 
question. 
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lii«iit.-Ooldael E. A. 7. Oidney: Will the Honourable Meihber make 
•enquiries jnto this matter? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No. The man bad his right of apped. 

Sir Eari Sin{^ CK>ur: May I put Quest'on No. 970 on behalf of Sardar 
Gulab Singh? 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: On a point of order. Sir. Has 
ihe Honourable Member got Sardar Gulab Singh’s permission? 

Some Honourable Members: Under the rules it is not necessary. 

Mr. President: Sr Hari Singh Qour. 

Sir Hari Sin^ Ctour: Question No. 970. 

Visit )Ks’ Rooms in thj Counc i. Hoi .sk, Nur De hi, and the Assembly 

Chambe!, Simla. 

970. Sir Hari Singh Qour (on behalf of Sardar Gulab Singh) : (a) Is it 
a fact that waiting rooms for visitors have been provided in almost all the 
Departments in the New ^ecretar'at at New Delhi? 

(6) If so, why has the New Parliamentary building not been provided 
with such visitors' rooms for the respective Chambers to avoid inconvenience 
to the visitors desiring to see the Members of the different Houses? 

» 

(c) Has any room been set apart for such a purpose in the Assembly 
Chamber in Simla? If not, when do the Government propose to do so? 

Mr. L. Graham: (a) Yes. 

(b) Eoom No 38 in the Council House has been reserved as the room 
where Members of both Houses can receive visitors. As the furniture 
and fittings for this room are not ^et ready, sofas have been placed all 
round the octagonal halls on either side of both Chambers for the use of 
visitors as a temporary measure. 

(c) There is no room available in the Assembly Chamber at Simla 
which could be allotted as a room for visitors waiting to see Members, 
but chairs are placed near the Notice Office for their convenience. 

Sir Hari Sin^ Oour: May I enquire if the Government propose to 
appoint a small Committee of the non-official and official Members of this 
House with a view to examine the accommodation wh‘ch is necessary 
here in Delhi in order to ensure the further oonvenienoe of Members both 
in the Chamber and the waiting rooms? 

Mr, E. Ahmed: In view of the fact, Sir, that you, Mr. President, are 
the sole proprietor of this bu lding (Laughter), the matter is in your hands 
and not one for the Government to answer. 

Mt, L. Graham : I find myself for ontee in full agreement with my Hon- 
ourable friend, Mr. Kabeerud-Din Ahmed. 

Lient.-Oi^onel H. A* J* Gidney: In view of the narrow escape of JSis 
ISxcellency the Commander-in-Chief |n this House yesterday from 
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ftdBng brick, mil the H<^ourabIe Member kindly tell m ii^en he pro* 
poses to repair the roof of this House? I would also draw his immediate- 
attention to another loose brick at a dangerous angle just above the seat* 
of the Leader of the Swarajist Party. 

Mr. L. Oraham: Does the Honourable Member suggest that it is my. 
duty? 

Lieut.-Ck>lonel H. A. J. Oidney: Yes» I believe it is. 

Itr. L. Graham: I differ from the Honourable Member. 

Mr. President: I think I should suggest to the Honourable Sir 
Bhupendra Nath Mitra to reply to that question. 

The . Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: T have alrealy arranged 
that the roof of this Chamber should be examined by the expert Engineers 
to-morrow and the day after, taking advantage of the holidays. 

Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. Gidney: May I point out the dangerous con- 
dition of the roof in other parts of the Chamber (pointing to the portion 
of} ^he roof just above the Swarajist Benches.) (Laughter.) 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: May I enquire whether the experts who will 
examine this building have anything to do with the experts, who built it? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: The expert who ^vjll exa- 
mine this building is the Chief Engineer. He did not personally take 
any part in the construction of the building. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Was he not supervising the construction of the 
building? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: The Chief Engineer does 
exercise a certain amount of supervision over all the engineers who are 
engaged in construction work. 

Mr. B. Das: Is the Honourable Member aware that there is faulty 
construction in every part of this building? If the Honourable Member 
will kindly walk round the corridors of the first -floor and the second floor, 
he will find several cracks, especially lateral cracks, along the arched roofs. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: That is a question of 
opinion. (Laughter.) I have already asked my Honourable friend, who ie 
an engineer himself, to come and meet me to-morrow when I shall go into 
the whole thing with my Chief Engineer. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Is the dropping of bricks also a matter of opinion? 
(Laughter). 

The Honousble Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I was replying to a speci- 
fic question put by my Honourable friend. Mr. Das, which had nothing 
to do with the dropping of bricks. 

Mk. Jtam Narayan Singh: Do the Government propose to take steps 
agmnat the contractor and the engineers in charge of this building? 

Ibe BononraUe Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra; I did not catch what the ■ 
H0zk>und>le Member said- 
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Xr. Bam Harayaa Sin^: Do the Government propose to take mj 
-steps aga’nst the contractor and the officers in charge of the construciaon 
of this building? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Hitra: That stage has not yet 
been reached. First of all, we have to hold an examination and an enquiry 
as to how this damage occurred. 

Lala La]pat Bal: Then it will go to the Secretary of State! 

Sir Harl l^ingh Oour: May I ask if that stage will be reached if a more 
serious mishap happens ;in this House? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: That does not follow out 
of my answer to the previous question. 

Mr. H, O. Oocke: May I ask the Honourabe Member whether his 
attention has been called to the incessant banging of doors in this build- 
ing and whether this banging has anything to do with the loosening of 
the tiles? (Laughter.) 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Not bemg an engineer 

myself, I cannot giVc a definite reply to my Honourable friend’s question. 

Mr. E. V. Bangaswami Ayyangar: Is it a fact that on account of ex- 
cessive sound in the House the sound-absorbing tiles fall down? (Laugh- 
ter). 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Thai may be so, but not 

bc'ng an expert, again I cannot give a definite reply to my Honourable 
friend’s question. If the implication is that that tile fell down owing to 
too much noise in this House during the past few days, well, that may 
he so, but I do not know. 

Mr. President: With regard to a supplementary question by Sir Hari 
S’ngh Gour on the subject of accommodation and convenience for Honour- 
able Members in Delhi, I would suggest to the Leaders of Parties to meet 
me in mv room in order to discuss the question of the appointment of a 
House Committee for the purpose. 


Sep A a TE Establishment for the Legislative Assembly. 

971. ^Sir Hari Singh Gour (on behalf of Sardar Gulab Singh): When 
do Government intend to create a separate establishment for the office of 
the President of the Legislative Assembly, and how much extra expendi- 
ture would it involve? 

Mr. L. Graham: Government are not contemplating the early creation/ 
of a separate establishment %r the Legislative Assembly. I am not in a 
position to estimate the amount of extra expenditure involved, as this 
would depend in part on the extent and method of the separation of the 
Assembly staff from the staff of the Legislative Department. 

Sir Hari Singh Ctour: Is the Honourable Member aware that this ques- 
tion has been agitating the Members of this House ever since the first 
Assembly? 

Mr. L. Graham: I may remind the Honourable Member that he 
liave put down a cat m the grant but he did not do so. 
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Sir Hart Sinjh Omir: That is not an answer to my question. I want 
an answer to my question* Is it not a fact that Members of this House 
have been agitating for a separate establishment ever sincfei Ijhe first 
Assembly? 

Mr. L. Or^am: I think, Sir, my answer indicates the feelings of 
Membeirs of this House. If they did not put down a cut, I presume they 
are not deeply anxious about it. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: My question has not been answered. I repeat 
it once more. Is it or is it not a fact that ever since the creation of 
the Indian Legislative Assembly Members have been asking for a sepa- 
rate establishment and the Legislative Department have given assur- 
ances that the matter would be considered but that there were financial 
considerations which stood in the way in 1921, 1922 and 1923, which pre- 
vented Government from giving effect to the suggestions made by the 
House? 

Mr. L. Graham: The Honourable Member knows the answer better 
than I do. He has been in the House all the time and I have not. # 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: May I ask the Honourable Member whether he 
will reconsider the suggestion made on this side ol the House that the 
Legislative Assembly must have an office of its own? 

Mr." L. Graham: That has been considered and will be considered. 

Mr. President: I may inform the Honourable Member that this is 
not a question with which I should remain unconcerned. As President 
of the Assembly I feel it more keenly than any other Member of this 
House that the matter should be settled as early as possible. The ques- 
tion is under my consideration for some time past and whatever may ulti- 
mately be the decision of the Government in the matter, I have decided 
to prepare and submit a scheme to them for the separation of the office 
of the Assembly from the Department. It is only a question of time. 

Order op the Postmaster-General, Punjab and Ivor h-West 
Frontier Province, regarding tub Fitj.ino of ajl 
P uTUKK Vacancies by A^uhammadans. 

972. ♦Sir Hari Singh Gour (on behalf of Sardar Gulab Singh) : (<i) With 
reference to the answer to starred question No. 513, dated the 18th Feb- 
ruary, 1927, will Government please state if jt is a fact that the Post- 
master-Generali Punjab and North-West Frontier Province, some time 
ago issued a general order to all the officers under him and for his own office 
that all future vacancies should go to Muhammadans only? If so, will 
. they place a copy of that order on the table? 

(b) Was due regard given for Sikh repreftntation in that order? If not. 
why not? 

(o) If so, to show that due regard was given will Government please 
^ato how manv vacancies in his office and the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Railway Mail Service, Ambala. since 1924 (April) occurred and how many 
of thm were given to Sikhs* and how many to Muhammad Ans? 

(d) Do Government propose to increase the reenutment of Sikhs in ull 
Kuture vacancies in all the Post Offices and other offices under the Post 
mastCr-General, Punjab? 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) The reply is in the 
negative* 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

(d) There are no restrictions of any kind on the recruitment of Sikhs 
for the postal service under the Postmaster-General, Punjab and N. W. F. 
In this connection the Honourable Member's attention is invited to the 
Besolution moved by Mr. K* N. Nayar and adopted by the Legislative 
Assembly on the 10th March 1923 regarding recruitment for the services 
under the Central Government. 

SurPLv TO THE Secretary of State op a Report op the Proceedings 
OP THE CoNPERENCK OP THE PRaVINCI\L MINISTERS OP ExClSB, 

iiELa A‘i Simla. 

973. *Khan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: With reference to 
Earl Winterton’s reply in the House of Commons in November, 1926, to 
Colonel Day, that the Secretary of State had not received the report of 
the Proceedings of the Conference of the Ministers of Excise from the 
various provinces held at Simla, will Government please state: 

(a) if they have sent the report of the Proceedings referred to above 

to the Secretary of State? 

(b) if they have come to any decision as to the measures to be adopt* 

ed for the reduction of the opium consumption in India? If so, 

what? 

(c) if they have not yet decided on the question, when do they pro- 

pose to do so, and what are the difl&culties in its way? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). The Honourable Member's attention is invited to the 
Government's Resolution No. 4, dated the 17th June 1926, which con- 
tains a complete statement of their internal policy in regard to Opium. 
I would remind the Honourable Member that matters relating to the con- 
sumption of opium in the Provinces are a provinc’al and transferred sub- 
ject. 


Article in the Searchlight op December 19, 1926, hiaded 
‘^Poll-T^x on Sonetork niaDGE^\ 

974. '*‘Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: With reference to 
an article by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, M.L.A., appearing in the Search’- 
lighVs issue of December 19th, 1926, under the heading “Poll Tax on 
Sonepur Bridge’’, will Government please state how the matter referred 
to in the said article stands at present? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: The Government have not seen the article re- 
ferred to* 

Article in the Forward op December 23rd, 1026, headed 
'^Mr. Saklatwala and India Office 

976. *Ehan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (a) With reference to 
an article published in the Forward' e nssue of December 23rd, under the 
heading “Mr. Saklatwala and India Office", will Government be pleaded to 
state if the matters reported are partially or wholly true? 
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. (6) Has the matter been referred to them and have they given any 

reply? 

(c) If they have given a reply would they please plaoe it on the , table 
for the information of the House? 

Mr. 3 . M. Dunnett : Government have seen the article referred to. Ihe 
Government of India are not aware whether the article correctly repro- 
duces Mr. Saklatwala's communications. ^ 

Separation of Judicial and Exfxiutive Functions. 

976. *Klian Bahadur Sarlaras Hussain Khan: Have Government received 
any proposal from any Local Government with regard to the separation of 
judicial and the executive functions, and if so, what action have they taken 
thereon? 

Mr. J. M. Dunnett: Proposals have been received from the Governments 
of Madras, Bengal, the United Provinces and Bihar and Orissa, which are 
being <|DxaT7iined by the Government of India. 

Abolition of the Existing Exemption of Agricultural Income from 
Liability to Income-tax. 

977. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarlaraa Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
please state whether the question of abolishing the existing exemption of 
agricultural income from liability to income-tax is under consideration, or 
finally abandoned? 

(6) Have Government made any estimate as to what would be the 
probable increase in each province if the exemption is abolished? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett; (a) The Government are not con- 
sidering this subject at present. 

' (6) The answc^r is in the negative. 


Training ok Indians as Wireless Operators. 

978. ♦Blan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: Will Government 
please state what progress has been made as regards the preparation of a 
scheme for the training of Indians as wireless operators? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The Honourable Member 
is referred to the information given to the House on the 4th March, 1927, 
in reply to part (c) of starred question No. 719. Future recruitment of 
operators for wireless is now receiving my personal attention. 

Letter in the Forward of the 26th December, 1926, headed 
Passenger Ill-Treated 

979. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarfaras Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
please state if their attention has been drawn to a letter published in the 
issue of the Forwardt dated the 26th December, 1926, under the heading 
" Passenger Ill-Treated**? 

(b) Are the facts stated therein true? 

' (c) If so, what action has been taken against the ticket oolleotops 
referred to therein? 
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Hr. A. A. L» Parsons: (a) Yes. 

(5) and (c). Government have no information. The matter has 
Apparently been reported to the police. 

Canteen Service foe British Troops in India. 

960. ^Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
he pleased to state if they have come to any decision as a result of their 
recent inquiry on the condition of the Canteen Service for British troops 
in India? * 

(b) Do they propose to accept the proposals of the All-India Army 
^Contractors’ Association made in this connection? 

Mr. Q. M. Young: (a) and (b). The decision of Government was 
announced in a press communique, which was published on the 3rd Feb- 
ruary. I will supply the Honourable Member with a copy. 

Number op Meetfings of the Standing Advisory Commutee atiached 
TO TUE Commerce Department in 19*25 and 1026. 

981. *Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 

be pleased to state if it is a fact that not a single meeting of the Advisory 
Committee of the Department of Commerce was held in the years 1925 and 
1926? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will they please state 
the reasons and if the reply be in the negative, will they please state the 
number of such meetings? 

(e) Were any cases submitted to the said Committee? If so, what 
and how many? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: (a) Yes 

(b) As regards 1925, I refer ihe Honourable Member to the reply given 
to the Honourable Mr. Manmohandas Bamji in the Council of State on 
the 24th August, 1926. In 1926, the gentlemen nominated to be mem- 
bers did not all intimate their willingness to serve until two days before 
the end of the concluding Session of the last Legislative Assembly, and on 
its dissolution the panel for the Standing Committee elected by it auto- 
matically ceased to exist. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Government House, New Delhi. 

982. *Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
please state by what time the Government House in New Delhi is 
expected to be completed, and when His Excellency the Viceroy will 
move into it? 

(b) How will the present Viceregal Lodge in Delhi be utilised when 
His Excellency the Viceroy removes to the Government House in New 
Delhi? 

(c) What use is being made of the old Secretariat, and what will bo 
its immediate future? 

The Honourablo Sir Bhupendia Hath Mltra: (a) The winter of 1929-^ 

{b) No decision has yet been arrived at. 
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{c) To accommodate the offices of Army Headquarters, Accouiltant Gen- 
eral, Posts and Telegraphs, Deputy Accountant General, Posts and Tele- 
graphs, Commissioner, Northern India Salt Bevenue, and other offices. The 
present arrangements are likely to continue for at least another year. 

Sir Hsri Singh Ooor: Witli reference to the answer to part (c), will the 
Honourable Member consider the advisability of moving this Assembly 
back into the old Delhi Chamber, which is far more comfortable than the 
present building? 

{Certain other Members: “No. No."). 

The EonaaraUe Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The remarks which have 
already fallen from other Members of the House show that there is no 
unanimity on the subject. 


Ckntbal Haj Committee. 

983. ’*'Khan Bahadur Sarfarax Hussain Khan: (a) Is it a fact that a 
Committee was established under the presidency of Dr. Mian Sir 
Mohammad Shaft, the then Member of the Education Department of the 
Government of India? 

(b) If so, is it still in existence, and if so, will the Government be pleased 
to state the number of its members with names, and the amount at the 
credit of the Committee at present? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 


Exprnditctie on the Despatch of Indian Troops to China. 

084 *Hr. Ohaman Lall: (a) Has the attention of Govenjment been 
drawn to the answer given in the House of Commons recently bv Mr. 
Churchill to a question by Mr, Lansbury regarding the cost of sending 
Indian troops to China? 

(b) Are Government aware that, contrary to statements made on the 
floor of this House, Mr. Churchill maintains that the question as to whe- 
ther the cost is to be debited to Imperial revenues is being discussed with 
the Indian Government? 

Mr. O. M. Toung: (a) Goveminent have seen Beuter*s message on the 
subject. 

(b) No, Sir, Mr. Churchill is reported as having said that the question 
had not been discussed with the Government of India. That is still the 
case. His Majesty’s Government have not raised the question with the 
Government of India. I am sorry to be able at the moment only to give 
negative information on the subject; but I shall have positive information in 
a very few days. 

Mr. President: When the Session is over? 

Mt. O. M. Young: No, Sir, before the Session is over. If my Honour- 
able friend will then put a question, and if you, Sir, will allow it, I shall 
be prepared to accept short notice. 

fllr Ha0 Singh Ck)ur: Will the Honourable Member be pleased to lay a 
irtatement or make a statement to the House without being questioned on 
the subject as soon as information is received. 
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Mr. O. M, Young: It is immaterial to me, aiSid I ehould have thought 
that it would be immaterial to the House whether I make a statement in 
reply to a question, or* without a question. 

Mr. Chaman LaU: May I ask what information he is expecting?* 
May I make myself quite clear? Will the Honourable Member tell me* 
whether the reply given on the floor of this House was correct or in- 
correct? 

Mr. O. M. Young: That seems to- me to bo two questions. As I have- 
already said, I can only give negative information at present, but I shalT 
be able to give positive information in a few days. 


MOTION FOli THE ELECTION OF THE STANDING FINANCE- 

COMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : I move : 

“ That this Assembly do proceed to the electiorr, for the financial year 1927-M, in 
such method as may be approved by the Honourable the President, of a Standing;; Finance- 
Committee of the Assembly not exc^ding' fourteen in number to which shall be added ‘ 
a Member of the Assembly to be nominated by the Governor General. The Member so 
nominated shall be Chairman of the Committee.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: I may infonn the Assembly that for the purposes of" 
election to the Standing Finance Committee the Assemblv office will be 
open to receive nominations up to 12 noon on Saturday, the 19th March, 
and the election, if necessary, will take place in this Chamber in accord- 
ance with the principle of proportional representation by means of the- 
single transferable vote on Wednesday, the 23rd March. 


THE CUEEENCY BILL— confd. 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further consideration o£ 
clause 2 of the Currency Bill. The question is : 

” That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya (Madras: Indian Commerce): Sir, I rise to 
support the motion of my friend the Honourable Mr. Kelkar. Sir, in this 
land of plague and cholera a new epidemic .... 

Mr. President : Order, order. Does the Honourable Member support the • 
motion of Mr. Kelkar or does he wish to move his own? 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Well, Sir, in a way. 

Mr. President: That is no reply.. The House must know exactly*^ Wlie* 
ther the Honourable Member proposes to move his amendment or widl con-* 
tent himself by supportilig the amendment of Mr. Kelkar. If Il6' ^aats^to^ 
move his amendment he mu^t say so. 
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Hr. YIdya Sagar Pandya: Then, Sir, I will more my amendmedt. I 
bag to move. Sir: 

•‘That after clause 1 of the Bill the following new 'clause be inserted and the 
mbsequent clauses be renumbered accordingly 

• 2. (/) In the Indian Coinage Act, 1906, aftei^ section 3 the following new section 
be inserted and the subsequent secticns be renumbered accordingly. 

Gold Coinagt, 

‘ 4. (/) The following gold coins shall be coined at the Mint for issue under the 
authority of the Governor General in Council, namely : 

{a) a gold mohur to be called the ‘ Sircar Mohur \ 

(6) a half -mohur.* 

(2) The standard weight of * Sircar Mohurs * shall be 123*27447 grains troy and its 
standard fineness shall be as forows, namely, eleven-twelfths or 113*0016 grains of 
fine gold and one-twelfth or 10*27317 grains of alloy. 

(3) The other gold coins shall be of proportionate weight of the same fineness : 

Provided that in the making of gold coins, a remedy shall be allowed of an amount 

not exceeding the following, namely : 


Kemedy Kemedy 
in *ln 

weight. fineness. 

Sircar Mohur Five- Two- 


thousandths, thousandths. 


Half Mohur 


Dimensions and Designs. 

(4) The Governor General in Council may, by notification in the Gazette of India, — 

(а) direct the coining and issuing of all coins referred to in this section, and 

(б) determine the dimensions of, and design for, such gold coins. 

(6) Provisions regarding Diminished, Defaced and Counterfeit Coins referred to and 
► contained in any of the sections numbers 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 supplemental pro- 
visions referred to or contained in any of the sections 21, 22 and 23 for the silver or 
nickel coins shall apply in the same way to the Sircar Gold Mohurs and to the same 
extent as applicable to the coins referred to in those several and respective sections. 

(6) Any person who tenders at any time to the Governor General in Council, at the 
ofiSce of the Master of the Mint or at the Imperial Bank of India at their Head Offices 
at Madras, Bombay and Calcutta or at any other place notified in this behalf by the 

' Governor General in Council in the Gazette of India, fine gold and pays seigniorage 
to cover minting charges, according to a scale to be notified in the Government Gazette, 
shall be entitled to receive : 

Sircar Mohurs or half-Mohurs proportionate to the gold tendered at the rate of 
113 0016 grams of fine gold per Mohur and at the rate of 56*6008 grains 
of fine gold per half-Mohur respectively. 

(7) The Sircar Mohur and half-Mohur shall be a full legal tender in payment or on 
Ikccount : 

Provided that the ooin--4 

(а) bas not lost in weight so as to be more than *05 per cent, below standard 

weight, and 

(б) has not been defaced. 

(8) The silver rupee specified in section 4 shall be a legal tender in payment or on 
account for any sum not exceeding one hundred rupees at the rate of (one-fifteenth) of 
a Bircar Mohur : 

Provided that the above provisions shall not come into (^ration until socb dhte 
a# the Governor General in Council may direct in this behalf : 

^Provided also that such date shall not be later than 1st July, 1935. 
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(0) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 12 in the Indian Coinage 
1906» the Governor General in Council may, by noti^cation in the GaMtte of India^ 
call in with effect from such date as may be specified in the notification, any silver 
coin of whatever date or denomination r^erred to in any of the sections 12 or sub* 
sections {a) and (6) of section 16 (i) of the Indian Coinage Act, 1906, including the 
fupte and half -rupee referred to in sub-section (1) of sect'on 12, and on and from the 
date so specified such coin shall cease to be a legal tender save at a Government currency 
ofiice : 

Provided that such date shall not be later than Ist July^ 1935 : 

Provided also that such coin shall continue to be a legal tender also at Government 
treasuries until the expiring of such further period, not less than 24 months, as the 
Governor General in Council may fix by the notification 

Sir, in this land of plague and cholera .... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : On a point of 
order. Sir. I desire to draw attention to two points in the amendment 
moved by the Honourajble Member. The first is that in sub-section (2) (at 
the top of page 3 of the printed list), the total amount of fine gold plu$ 
the grains of alloy amounts to more than the total of the grains troy of the 
whole coin. I wish to know whether that is strictly in order. He will 
find that if the two are added together the alloy will make the coin larger 
than it is allowed to be by the rest of the clause. The second point is 
that it is proposed that the silver rupee shall be legal tender at the rate of 
one-fifteenth of the Sircar Mohur. That, Sir, I thi^ is not in order in view 
of the decision that has been taken in clause 4 as regards the ratio. 

Mr. President: With regard to the first point raised by the Honourable' 
the Finance Member, all that I can say is that according to him the amend* 
ment is absurd. It is therefore not a point of order. It is for the Honour* 
able Member to consider whether ho should not make the necessary altera- 
tion in the amendment to meet the objection. With regard to the second 
point, the Honourable Member must substitute ‘‘three-fortieths’* for “one- 
fifteenth” in his amendment. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: I accept that. 

Mr. President: But what are the alterations? 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: If I have made a mistake in the number of 
grains of alloy I will have the same amount of grains as there are in the 
sovereign. 

Mr. President: But this must be done. The Honourable Member may, 
however, go on subject to correction later. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Sir, the present Bill is the result of the last 
Eoyal Commission on Indian Exchange and Currency, though it is mis* 
named the Eoyal Commission on Indian Currency and Finance, for we 
know that imder the terms of reference the Boyal Commission was not 
asked to touch “finance”. The object of the Bill under consideration is to 
give effect to certain recommendations which relate to the immediate stabi* 
lisation of the rupee in relation to gold and to the interim measures 
quired during the transition period pending the bringing into operation o£ 
Uie proposals for the transfer of the control of the Indian note issue am) 
other operations performed, at present, by the Secretary of State and tlto 
Government of India to another “East Jndia Company” called the ”Be$eim 
Bank of India” under the major proprietorship and full partnership of 
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Bank ot India. Onn of the Honourable Membei::& in the diseod*^ 
«io|{^,on this Bill congratulated the House that for the first time the octopns 
of ihe Secretary of State is going to release its hold on the finances and 
ourrency of this country, and as that matter will be dealt with in another 
Bill, I do not propose to dwell upon the subject of the Eeserve Bank of 
India. The Commission in their Eeport, in paragraph 167, emphasise 
strongly that their recommendations in the Beport should be regarded as a 
comprehensive whole and that “modifications of any of their integral parts 
involved danger of destroying their balance and so preventing the efficient 
and smooth working of the whole.*' If that is so, the Government should 
have brought all the three Bills together before this Legislative Assembly. 

Before I proceed with the Bill, I may say a word regarding the appoint- 
ment of the Boyal Commission, for we can get some of the most mischievous 
proposals from such packed Boyal Commissions only. 

As has already been pointed out by the Honourable Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya and the Honourable Mr. Jinnah, the Indian public had 
condemiied the Boyal Commission on account of its very unsatisfactory 
personnel. The question of constitution of the Commission was discussed 
in this House. Numerous protests w^ere made throughout the country, and 
as the country *s wishes were not complied with, the Commission #was even 
boycotted on account of its very unsatisfactory composition. It was a 
fully packed Commission. But I must say that the Government made 
one mistake and deviated into sense and included Sir Purshotamdas Thakur- 
das and found a Tartar in him. But for him some of the disclosures 
%Dw made in his masterly and valuable note of dissent would never have 
come to light. Though the authorities may regret their choice and the Gov- 
ernment of India may have been warned to be more careful in selecting 
Indian members for packed Commissions in future, India must con- 
gratulate herself on having such a devoted, loyal, capable and 
true son to champion her cause. Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas s valuable 
and masterly note will be ever green in the memory of his countrymen. 
He has rendered yeoman service to India, and we can never sufficiently 
thank him for it. But he should have laid equal stress on a Gold Standard 
and a Gold Currency. 

Before I proceed to consider the recorrunendations of the packed Com- 
mission, 1 should say a word also about the evidences tendered before them. 
I do not know on what principles they proceeded to take evidence — I do not 
speak about the evidence having been taken in camera; no other Boyal 
Commission has sat in Purdah — and on what grounds they have rejected 
half the evidence which is not even published. The Honourable the 
Finance Member told us that it was on the ground of economy. But several 
of the gentlemen whose evidence is not published have advocated a gold 
^standard with ^old coinage and currency. The gentlemen who took the 
' trouble of submitting the statements were asked even to correct the proofe. 
Now we are told that the evidence was not published on the ground of 
economy, and the economy consists in saving only the striking charges 
:and cost of paperl 

Let Us analyse the lists of those whose “selected" statements have been 
published and not published. Out of 70 witnesses whose evidence has been 
published by 4ihe Commission, no less than 20 were Professors of Economics, 
*«hd evidenq^ of an equal number of Professors is not published. 
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The analysis of the list of those whose written . statements have been 
published and who were orally examined is as under: 


Indians* Earopeans. 

In India. Abroad. 


professors of Economics 

• • a 

15 

2 

Barristers 


2 

• •• 

Vakils 

• • # 

2 

• •• 

Brokers 

• * • 

3 

1 

Businofs men 

• • • 

4 

• • s 

Non^business man (a Member of this Assembly) 

1 

• •0 

Banke'^s .... 

• • • 

2 

1 

Experts • • • . 

• mm 

... 


Government ofiBcials . 

# • • 

... 

6 

Chambers and Public Bodies 

• • • 

9 

5 


Total • 

38 

14 


3 


1 


6 

2 

3 


^3 


18 


An analysis of the list of those whose 
is as under: 

evidence has not been published 

European. Indian. 

Professora of Economics • • 

• • 

1 

18 

*V akils • • • • . 


• *‘. . 

3 

BTokei*8 


1 

1 

Bankers 


a 2 

6 

State official .... 


• ••• 

1 

Chambers and Public Bodies . 

• a 

2 

10 

Misceiianeous • • • • 

a • 

. 4 

14 


Total 

• 10 

53 


The evidence taken was neither full nor on any representative or intelligent 
basis. The few selected European and American witnesses have been 
given far too great an importance. The whole of India has only 91 Indian 
witnesses out of which the evidence of 63 is not published. Southern India 
went wholly unrepresented both on the Commission and consequently in 
the evidence. Owing to several unsatisfactory features both in the composi- 
tion of the Commission and in the matter of selected evidence the packed 
Roval Commission has recommended what suits European interests best 
and the solid demand of almost all the Indians for a full gold standard witk^ 
a gold currency and coinage and a free mint has been completely brushed 
aside. The packed Commission has not decided on the bulk of the evidence 
tendered but as they thought would suit European vested interests. Not 
only that, the practical scheme prepared by the H6aourab1e the Pinanee 
Member, Sir Basil Blackett, and the Pinanee Department, with their know- 
ledge and experience of India, as- contained in the Pinanee Member’s 
learned memoranda, h^ been adversely criticised and rejected. We appre- 
ciate the service of Sir Basil Blackett to India in putting the fundamental 
renuirements of; the currency system before this packed Commission, I tin 
Ofdy sorry t^t be made apoh a complete Bcanersault (Laughter) 
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up bis scheme. After penning such a valuable memorandum, be went 
about the country to hoist up the Boyal Commission's Beport and acted as 
an officiid propagandist to support a so-called gold bullion standard. The 
scheme is only a perpetuation of the sterling exchange standard in a worse 
form. Under it, India would be committed to placing its resources to 
guarantee a gold currency or bullion . to alien exploiters in the several 
countries called the gold sta^ndard countdes. . Though it is stated that they 
are gold standard countries, practwally, I do not think either Italy or 
Franco or Belgium or Spain are such, and it would practically amount to 
oiil\ England and America. The hitherto unauthorised action of the Gov- 
ernment in supplying gold remittances by Reverse Council Bills will be sanc- 
tioned by the Legislature if this Bill is passed in the present form. 

The heated and somewhat acrimonious controversy on the ratio question 
has unfortunately tended to overshadow the main and important question of 
the establishment of a gold standard with gold currency. The other mis- 
chievous ftnd even important recommendations and the interdependent pro- 
postils of the Royal Commission have not received the proper attention of 
the public. The controversy has degenerated into a somewhat personal 
duel between the Honourable the Finance Member on the left and Sir 
PUrshotamadas and his friends. The Mahabharat of the ratio has raged 
furiously in the Press and on the platform and in the numerous pamphlets. 
The official Duryodhana had behind him only the European Chambers and 
the official hierarchy while Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas and Sir Victor 
Sassoon have behind them the bulk of the Indian Chambers and the Indian 
community. The blind Dhritarastra of Whitehall in London espoused the 
cause of the official Duryodhana and blessed the scheme proposed by their 
packed Commission and announced with indecent haste the acceptance as 
a whole of the recommendations, of course with the official slogan “ sub- 
ject to such further consideration of details as might prove necessary ", and 
we know what it means. • And we see actually how the proposal of the Com- 
mission to sell gold or gold exchange is altered to mere sale of gold exchange. 
The Viceroy pronounced his opinion in favour of 18d. to secure support, 
and as it always happens the Government make up their mind in such 
matters before consulting the Indian Legislature. The ratio battle was 
fought at the sittings of this Assembly in this new building in the precincts 
of Hastinapura. The official Duryodhana has won the battle. But I can- 
not congratulate the Honourable the Finance Member on the kind of victory 
he had. I must give the credit to Sir Purshotamdas that he has aroused 
the country from its deep slumber and made them think that monetary pro- 
blems should receive their due attention. We know India is governed by 
England by its two important policies, the military and the fiscal policies. 

If fiscal and military reform is won we are not far from our goal in attain- 
ing our self-assertion. It is unfortunate that the Government taking ad- 
vantage of the duel over the ratio have not first brought up the question of 
gold standard with a gold currency but introduced the Bill for fixing of the 
ratio only. The Assembly should have been first asked to decide the issue 
whether the country wants the gold bullion exchange standard 
without any gold currency as recommended by the packed Commission 
or they want a full and true gold standard with a gold unit coin 
as a standard measure of value and currency. Bv introducing the Bill the 
Government are merely trying to retain and stabilise a bastard '' and 
"'.frise '' silver :i 5 upee. The scheme means guaranteeing the full value of 
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the rupee in gold to the foreign remitters only, without sifoy statutory obU- 
gi^tuxx on the part of the Government to give the holder of the rupee in 
India its gold value originally promised when the Gold Standard Eeserve 
created. They go a step further and ofEer la. 6d. for a rupee which 
they had issued for la. 4d., thus giving two pence more for every rupee to 
those for^nerg only who wish to remit funds abroad and the Indians at 
home are cheated of their dues by not receiving its gold value, and whereas 
they were hitherto getting Es. 16 for a sovereign they will get only Bs. 18^. 

The Boyal Commijsion was commanded by His Majesty the King 
Emperor tp consider the best interests of India as stated in the terms of 
mference. But they take into account mostly instead the requirements of 
various Europeans and other countries. I would invite the attention of the 
House to paragraph 37 of the Eeport. Eequirements of other coimtries for 
the purpose of their reconstruction are more important to this packed C(Mn- 
mission. The modest and practical scheme of the Finance Department of 
the Government of India for a gold standard and gold currency for India has 
been rejected by them. They are haunted by the too much exaggerated 
fear that the absorption of gold in India will affect the supplies or cre^t 
and rates of interest and gold prices throughout the world and also the 
silver markets elsewhere and the reconstruction of Europe will be retarded. 
Tliey are solicitous as to the value of the store of silver hoarded by the 
masses of the Indian popidation but they do not feel any compunction to 
demonetise the sovereign and do not care about some himdreds of crores 
worth of sovereigns in India. They consulted only the interested authorities 
in England and New York who view the modest and practical scheme of 
the Finance Department with alarm on the ground that the question of 
credits would retard the progress of monetary reconstruction in Europe, 
would upset their prices and would be fundamentally harmful to the rest of 
the world and consequently to India. 

The Bill embodies the recommendations of the Eoyal Commission of a 
gold bullion standard without gold currency and without gold coin. The 
Bill proposes to demonetise the sovereign, a departure from the currency 
system of the civilised countries of the world. The Bill improves upon the 
recommendations of the Eoyal Commission. While the Eoyal Commission 
recommends the sale of gold and gold exchange on gold standard countries, 
the Bill omits the sale of gold, though the sale of gold was included in the 
Bill presented in August last. The Bill amounts to this that the Govern- 
ment of India should buy gold and make a reservoir of gold in India to be 
delivered in the form of gold exchange to the foreigners in the several 
countries. The country does not want a fraudulent gold bulli(m standard 
with a demonetised sovereign or any arrangement whereby only foreigners 
get the gold yalup for the rupee. From the evidence tendered before the 
Eoyal Commission and from the successive demands made throughout the 
country as expressed by Indian Chambers of Commerce and at the several 
public meetings throughout India, India wants a monometallic system with 
gold as the standard of value in order to avoid the embarrassing fluctuations 
in the rate of exchange with gold standard countries. Mint should b,j^ 
thrown open for the free coinage of gold. The rupee should no longer bV 
unlimited tender but only^ a token coin. The rupee should ultimately ceese 
to be standard of value in all internal transactions. We must adopt the 
recommendations of the Fowler Compaittee mad^ as early as 1898 hi th^ 
Eeport. This recomnaendation was acce>ted/by the Secretary of 
the Government end the effective estf^ishment of a goM staAilhl 
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based on a gold currency became the recognised object of the Government 
of India eind its advisers even according to the packed Commission. But 
the Gbvemment’s first attempt even to introduce gold in circulation was 
tnade half-heartedly and the currency system was deliberately changed to 
lines quite different from those recommended by the Fowler Committee and 
accepted by the Secretary of State and the Government of India. The 
amendments placed before the House contain nothing new or revolutionary. 
It is practically carrying into effect the scheme of the Honourable the 
Finance Member for the introduction of a gold standard with gold coinage 
and currency within a period of ten years. The various clauses suggested in 
thfe amendments are to put that scheme for the approved of the House and 
adoption and I hope the Finance Member will accept the amendments. 
AMien we have a real gold standard as suggested on the lines of the amend- 
ment we shall have one and the same standard with the other countries 
wherefrom we import or to whom we export. There would be no question 
of exchange fluctuations or adjustment of losses in the Budget due to two 
different metallic currencies. We shall have the same gold standard as 
obtains in England and other advanced countries. There will be no losses to 
merchants as in the past due to wide and uncertain fluctuations. Sir Charles 
Addis in London has said that the Report of the Commission isr too theore- 
tical and Sir Felix Schuster thinks a return to the gold bullion standard 
such as is suggested in the Report would be rather a retrograde step than 
a step in advance. Let the House reject the Bill and establish an honest, 
full gold standard with gold currency and coin, the only firm and stable 
standard aimed at in practice by all who are so keen to condemn its being 
adopted for us. 

Regarding the cost of introducing a gold standard in India the scheme 
involves the possibility of a recurring cost of Rs. 166 lakhs a year during the 
•first five years and Rs. 112 lakhs a year thereafter. As has been stated 
by Sir Basil Blackett these figures represent maxima. The assumptions 
throughout have been deliberately made to err on the side of safety. The 
actual charges would be considerably less as there are various possible 
methods of reducing the liabilities.’’ This cost of securing a stable stand- 
ard is nothing compared with the loss of Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 crores incurred 
recently and on one occasion only in maintaining unsuccessfully a bad 
standard. The total loss to India owing to a silver standard and sterling 
exchange will be appalling. A real gold standard will stand the stress of 
war and will be of immense help to England. It is to the interests of even 
England to have a standard in India which can be relied upon than having 
a silver standard which is a source of danger. A cost of Re. 1 crore is 
nothing compared to the military expenditure of Rs. 65 crores. We secure 
monetary fortification and safety at a sum of Re. 1 crore only. I would 
therefore earnestly request the House to accept these amendments ani 
adopt the policy of a gold standard with gold coinage and currency and not 
to Wait till the other two Bills are preseuted next Sespion. I hope the 
Government will accept these modest proposals which the Knance Depart- 
ment themselves had placed before the packed Commission. Let it not be 
•said of England that she foimd India of gold and left her of inconvertible 
paper only. 

Now, Sir, I will proceed to explain the difference between my 
amendment and the amendment of my friend . the Honourable *Mr. 
*Kdkar. I may eay that the first four clauses of Mr. Eelkar are practically 
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'ithc^same as my clauses 1, 2, 8 and 6 and my other olauses aw merely to 
complete what is suggested by Mr. Kelkar in his amendments and it is 
only for that purpose that I have put those clauses. 

The only radical difference which we have is that Mr. Kelkar still values 
sovereigns in terms of rupees and treats them as additional coins in circula- 
tion. I wish to treat the rupee finally as a subsidiary or token coin only. 

The rupee should be valued as “Tsj of fhe gold Mohur or 

sovereign. Prices and accounts shall have finally to be maintained in 
Mohurs as in Pounds sterling in England and the rupee should be as a 
fraction of gold coin just as a silver shilling is in England. Nobody values 
th«^ sovereign in terms of shillings. We teach in schools that 20 shillings 
make one sovereign, and not l/20th sovereign makes a shilling. So also 
Ks. 15 must make a Gold Mohur 

Mr. President: Not Es. 15. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: I beg your pardon, Sir, not Es. 15, but 
Es. 13Jrd must make a gold sovereign. Mr. Kelkar has also not pro- 
vided for the demonetisation of the rupee. The silver rupee should cease 
to be a coin of monetary unit in India and the gold Mohur should take 
its place, and when the silver rupee becomes a token coin in due course 
it should have only a restricted legal tender value. I therefore provide 
in clause 8 that the silver rupee shall after 1935 be a legal tender up 
to Es. 50 only in payment or on account, and as we shall not need so 
many rupees as at present, I provide for the withdrawal of rupees an^ 
naturally the extra rupees in circulation will be withdrawn. The with- 
drawal may be gradual. I do not ask that the full legal tender quality 
oi the rupee or rupee notes should be taken away in a short time, as 
I know it will not be practicable to do so. That is why I allow a period 
of 8 years for the Government to take the necessary steps to reduce the 
rupee to a token coin and at the end of ten years the goal must be 
reached. Though the scheme submitted by the Finance Department for 
a gold standard fixes a period of five years after which liability to give 
gold coin in exchange for rupee notes, I have altered it to eight years, 
and just as is suggested in the Government scheme, I make a silver 
‘rupee a token coin after ten years. The eventual position will be : 

(a) Gold coin and gold notes to be imlimited legal tender and 

silver rupee up to Es. 50 only. 

(b) A statutory obligation on Government to give gold coins in 

exchange for gold bullion. 

(c) Similarly a statutory obligation on the Government to buy 

gold, and 

(d) Government notes to be payable on demand in gold coin. 

The question of details of composition and location of Eeserves may 
be decided in the House after we have decided to adopt a Gold stand- 
ard with gold currency. Now is the time to decide about it. 

The packed Commission says that this may be done in the future if 
necessary. We have been prcMnised so many things in the future, but 
that future never comes under the present British Baj, and though the 
recommendation for a gold standard with gold currency was made over 
a quarter of a century ego and the Sectett.ry of State and the Gover^- 
Tuent of India had accepted these recommendations, nothing prRc^ieal (Jjr 
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iub^fcantial has been done in that direction. On the other hand, we hava* 
now been offered a Gold Bullion Exchange standard which, as 1 hava 
shown, is a retrograde step and leaves us worse than before. I there- 
fore request the House to adopt my amendments. 

Mr. i. Prakaaam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna ; 
Non-Mohammadan Bural) : Sir, 1 have also tabled certain amendments 
on the same subject. The amendments of Mr. Kelkar and of Pandya 
are covered by the amendments I have proposed; but in addition there 
is one c ther point which I raise separately in a separate amendment about 
gold note which is not dealt with by them. 1 shall therefore confine 
myself now to only those items which are covered by my amendments. 
Sir, all the trouble that India has been passing through is due to the 
system of currency that has been prevailing in the country. Prior to 
1898, we were having a silver standard, we had a Mint which was 
coining silver coin free of charge. Whenever silver bullion was iaken to 
th(l Mint it was received and converted into silver rupees and given back 
to the tenderer. Before 1893 and at the time of the International 
Economic Conference at Brussels in 1892, there was a great financia' 
crisis in India and the people of India were looking up to the decision oi 
that International Conference. Their hope was that bimetallism would be 
adopted by the International Conference and that might solve all the 
uroubles; but it was the English people that opposed then the adoption 
of bimetallism. Owing to their hostility, all hope of securing an agreement 
for international bimetallism was gone. Having so opposed in 1892 in that 
conference, the British Government introduced bimetallism in India mak- 
ing* both the gold coin and silver' rupee legal tender. Bimetallism adopted 
l.ere was a thing which was rejected by the International Conference; it 
was a thing which was not prevailing in their own country or any other 
country nor was it a complete standard. If it had been a gold stand- 
ard corresponding to the one that 'had been prevailing in Great Britain, 
there would have been no trouble at all. All our present troubles here 
are due to this. Sir, although Sir Basil Blackett is now backing up this 
Bill which is based entirely on the recommendations of the Currency Com- 
mission, he had done a great service to this country so far by placing a 
scheme of gold standard and gold currency before the Currency Commis- 
sion as the scheme of the Finance Department of this Government. That 
was turned down by tha Currency Commission, and a new thing has been 
evolved by them which is neither a gold standard nor a gold bullion 
standard, nor even a gold exchange standard. That is the real grievance 
« now. If only the scheme that had been propounded by Sir 
Basil Blackett and Mr. Denning, the Controller of the Currency 
Department, had been embodied in the present Bill, this country's trou- 
bles would have been a;# an end. That is the real position so far as this 
Bill is concerned. In the words of Sir Basil Blackett used in the written 
memorandum presented before the Currency Commission, it is the silver 
rupee that has been a stumbling-block in the wav of having an ideal 
aystem of gold currency in India and that should be removed. The 
amendment of my friend, Mr. Eelkar, the amendment of Mr. Vidya 
Sagar J^andya, and the amendment that I have proposed, all these place 
before this House only the scheme, the essence of the scheme proposed- 
Sjr Basil Blackett and also Mr. Denning. 
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Sir, when the silver standard was abandoned in 1898, there was a 
^definite declaration that the object of the Government was to introduce 
4he gold standard. That is recorded in the Report of the last Currency 
Commission itself, page 1, as follows: . ^ 

** Before 1883 India had a mono-metallic system with silver as the standard of 
value. In order to avoid the embarrassing fluctuations in the rate of exchange With 
gold standard countries, which were caused by the fall in the price of silvw, it was 
•decided in 1893, in accc^rdance with the recommendations of the Herschell Committee, 
to close the mints to the free coinage of silver. The stoppage of the silver coinage 
was followed by an appreciation of the rupee and by 1898 it had reached the level ot 
I s. 4d. The policy acmpted in 1893, by the closing of the mints to the free coinage of 
silver, had for ils declared object the establishment of a gold standard for India^ and 
. the Fowler Committee (appointed in 1898) was invited to consider how this object could 
best be secured The rdevant recommendation of the Fowler Committee was as 
iollows : 

* Paragraph 64. We are in favour of making the British sovereign a legal tender 
and a current coin in India. We also consider that, at the same time, 
the Indian Mints should be thrown open to the unrestricted coinage of gold 
on terms and conditions such as govern the three Australian Branches of 
the Royal Mint *.** 

I request your special attention, Sir, to this paragraph 54 of the Report 
of the Fowler Committee on this point. This is exactly what is desired 
in these amendments. The Currency Commission itself says that this 
recommendation was accepted by the Secretary of State and the Govern- 
ment of India. Coming next to what W£is stated by Mr. Ddbning before 
the Commission. In paragraph 8, page 45, of Appendix in Volume II of 
the last Currency Commission’s Report, he stated : 

** It is impossible, however, to hope that conditions in India will for generations 
he such that a full legal tender metallic curreRcy will be no longer necessary. If, 
therefore, a gold currency is not introduced, defects in the Indian currency and 
exchange system must remain indefinitely. There is, moreover, reason to suppose that 
the introduction of a gold currency would hasten the attainment of the ideal system, 
as the fact that notes were convertible into gold and not merely into an overvalued 
silver coin would tend to increase confidence in the note issue and to decrease the 
demand for metallic currency. The conclusion is that the only way of remedying all 
the defects in the system within a reasonable period is by estaolishing a gold standard 
with a gold currency in circulation.'* 

That is what he stated. Again the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett's 
words are these (page 63, same volume). Referring to the Gold Exchange 
Standard he said: 

It can hardly be regarded as a final solution since it has to my mind 
few advantages not possessed by the Sterling Exchange Standard, and does 
not offer any prospect of getting rid of the unlimited legal tender character of the 
silver rupee which is the reed stumoling-block in the way of an ideal system. 
The Gold Standard system is expensive, and if it involves a large amount of gold in 
•circulation, is not ideal. But this is the only alternative which points the way to an 
ideal solution. The expense of this alternative can, I think, be justified, if it is likely 
to lead on fairly quickly to what I regard as the ideal system, an International 
Exchange Standard on the lines laid down by the Genoa Conference of 19^." 

I wish to lay stress on the words in italics. Now, Sir, what is pro- 
posed in this Bill now? Instead of achieving a gold standard by 
removing the unlimited legal tender character of the rupee, what is pro- 
posed is that the unlimited legal tender character of the rupee be made 
permanent and on the other hand the legal tender character of the gold 
coin be removed by demonetising the sapie. Quite the reverse of what 
the Honourable Member laid down as the only remedy for this countity 
Imb been put into this BiU, and that is the disasfaroufl part of the whdfe 
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of this proposed legislation. Speaking in January 1922, Sir Malcolm 
Hailey, the then finance Member, stated in the debate on this particular 
question : 

** Sir, it was a cardinal feature in the policy of the Babington Smith Committee 
that the Indian Mints should be opened to the free coinage of gold. Indeed one of 
the intentions of the Cbmmittee in fixing the rupee on a gold basis was to permit of' 
the free use of gold currency in India, and the opening of the Mints to the free 
ooini^e of gold is an end to such a process, though of course it is not in itself an essential 
condition. We, Sir, are prepared out here to coin gold as soon as the need for gold' 
currency arises. Sir V. T. Thakersay suggested that the Boyal Mint might on technical 
pounds refuse to allow us to do so. He need have no fear on that score. I can give- 
nim a guarantee that as soon as the demand for gold currency arises, the Mint will^ 
be ready for it.’* 

That was the aasurancc given by Sir Malcolm Hailey. The need for it is 
established, as I have pointed out to the Honourable Members of this 
House, Sir, by the opinion and the scheme placed by the Honourable Sir 
Bdsil Blackett himself before the Commission. Heferring to his own 
scheme the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett said: 

# 

** I am of opinion that the time has come when a final choice might well be made 
between the Sterling Exchange Standard and the Gold Standard, and, if the choice 
is in favour of the latterj I should prefer to advance to it at once, and believe that it 
can be introduced without further hesitation, if a reasonable transition period is allowed, 
and if India il prepared tc face the extra cost involved.*’ 

Again he said: 

** My conclusion is that it is reasonable to hope that the ultimate charge to annual 
revenues as the result of introducing the Gold Standard would be negligible, though 
we must be prepared to face a charge up to a maximum of two-thirds of a crore a 
year.” 

J^ow, Sir, I am placing this before the Honourable Members of this House 
in order to show that the guarantee and the promise made by Sir Malcolm 
Hailey in 1922 was that they would be ready to open the mints and to 
have the free coinage of gold here as soon as there is a necessity for it. 
I have quoted the words of the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett himself to 
show that the time has arrived to decide which one of these standards- 
should be selected for this country and he did say that the best one is 
the gold standard and gold currency and removal of the legal tender charac- 
ter of the silver rupee after a particular period. It is now proposed in 
the amendments of Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya and Mr. Kelkar that after 
a period of ten years the legal tender character of the rupee shall be limit- 
ed to a sum of Es. 100 or Es. 50. That is to come into operation only 
10 years later. That is exactly the proposal of the Finance Department. 
In the Babington-Smith Committee Eeport there was a minute of dissent 
by Mr. Dalai just like that of my Honourable friend Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas, who has done a great service by rousing the people of this 
country, who have been rather indifferent, to the economic aspect of the 
currency of this country. Mr. Dalai in his minute of dissent stated 
these pregnant words. If Mr. Dalai Vere present here anywhere in 
India to-day, he would perhaps have been one of the foremost people to 
have urged the introduction of a gold standard and gold currency, expos- 
ing all the defects of the existing system. Eef erring to the proposed 
change of Es, 15 ratio to Es. 10 ratio he said in his dissenting minute : 

** The fact that the mentenance of exchange was so readily abandoned and the sale 
of I rupee bills continued, combined with the persistent flooding of India with silver 
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token money, give ground for the theory that fixity of exchanse was only the ostoneible 
object of the policy, and that the real object was to compel India to take silver in 
place of gold money. Further it is a policy which is settled and managed in London 
and which neceesaruy operates in the markets of London and India., That the interesU 
of London markets have not been without influence in shaping the policy may be 
gathered from the enormous sums of money or investments belonging to Indian currency 
which have been accumulated there.’* 

In confirmation of what he said you will find in the Gold Standard Be- 
serve to-day over 52 crores of rupees in England. They are either in 
Treasury Bills or in cash balances or bearer bonds, exchequer bonds or 
other bonds. The Paper Currency Eeserve consists of two parts, the 
metallic reserve and the reserve of securities. The securities to-day, you 
will find, extend to over 55 crores of rupees. It is to these monies and 
investments that Mr. Dalai was referring when he said that the London 
market was dictating the currency policy of this coimtry. All these 
monies are invested in Treasury Bills or rather bonds in the London 
market. The Currency Commission's Beport on page 4 says that, the 
terms of reference to the Babington Smith Committee precluded that 
Committee from considering alternative standards of currency. This ia 
wrong. The Babington-Smith Committee laid down in express terma 
ihat there should be a gold standard and a gold currency. The last 
Royal Currency Commission, while criticising the scheme for the intro- 
duction of a gold standard and a gold currency, wrote that the terms of 
reference to the Babington-Smith Committee precluded that Committee 
from considering alternative standards of currency, thereby meaning that 
they had had no opportimity to consider the introduction of a gold standard 
end a gold currency. Now, Sir, as I point out just now, the Committee 
in paragraph 67 distinctly considered the question of the introduction of 
a gold standard and a gold currency and the throwing open of the mints 
to the free coinage of gold, and recorded their verdict in clear terms. 
This is what they have said: 

“ In order that gold currency may be available when required it is important to 
provide facilities in India for the conversion of the gold bullion into legal tender coin. 
These facilities might be given by the establishment of an Indian gold mint which 
would mint Indian gold coins such as the gold Mohur or by the re-opening of the 
Branch of the Royal Mint in Bombay , . . 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr. M. A. Jinnah, one of the Panel of Chairmen.) 

“ . . . After careful consideration we have come to the conclusion that it will be more 
advantageous to India to continue to use the form of gold currency to which she has 
become accustomed and which on acoount of its wide circulation is a univers^y 
recognized medium for the settlement of external obligations. We therefore recom- 
mend that the Branch of the Royal Mint which was opened in Bombay during the 
war for the coinage of sovereigns and half sovereigns and has since been temporarily 
closed, should be re-opened and that arrangements similar to those in force in the 
United Kingdom should be made for the receipt of gold bullion from the public, whether 
refined or not, and to issue gold coin in exchange at the rate of one sovereign for 
113 '0016 grains of fine gold subject to a small coinage charge. This undertaking would 
not; of course, require the constant operation of the gold mint, if the demand for the 
coinage of gold did not justify it. The issue of ^old coin in exchange for unrefined 
gold makes a gold refinery necessary. If the need Is not met by private enterprise ^ 
recommend that facilities should be given to the public by which they may be able to 
have gold refined at the Government refinery on payment of charges sufficient to cover 
the cost of the operation.** 

I have read, Sir,, this paragraph which has stated everything, in st^i. 
port of the scheme that has been placed before the Honourable 
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0 I HUB House in both the amendmex^ts which have been moved by Mir. 
Vidya Sagar Pandya and Mr. Kelkar. It is for that rbason that 1 troubled 
you with reading the whole of that paragraph. Not one word is super- 
fluous there with regard to any one of the proposals made here. What 
are the reasons given in the last Currency Commission’s Eeport for aban- 
aoning the gold standard scheme that was placed before them by the 
Finance Department of the Government of India and for proposing a new 
f^tandard) calling it a gold bullion standard? They are really extraordinary. 
V/^hat have they stated? They say that in Europe they are just reverting 
to the pre-war gold standards of their own. They would require gold for 
that purpose. America is the only count |7 that can supply gold, and 
the gold which it can supply is sufficient for* the European countries only. 
For these reasons they say we should have a different standard altogether, 
« gold bullion standard. After this Eeport was published, commenting 
on it Sir Felix Schuster, who is one of the premier bankers of Great 
Britain, and once a member of the India Council, criticised the gold bullion 
standard scheme. His speech is reported in the Manchester Guardian. 
Eeferring to the gold bullion standard that is proposed now by the Eoyal 
Commission he said: 

f 

** A return to a gold bullion standard would be rather a retrograde step than a 
step in advance.” 

That is the considered opinion of a gentleman who is as great an expert 
as any of the members, perhaps, who sat on that Commission. The Hon- 
ourable Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, as a member of the last Commis- 
sion while he was examining Mr. Denning as a witness, put the following 
question. No. 1252: 

Q. Do you think that the Indian j)ublic or the popular opinion that you refer 
to may be based on this, that in view of the experience after the outbreak of war, 
;they feel that if they are on a gold standard in preference to the sterling exchange 
standard, they may be in better touch with the financial world in case of a serious dis- 
location and not be tied to what is happening to the pound sterling? 

A. Yes, I think I have made it clear that it does more effectively maintain India’s 
standard in the event of Fierling being divorced from gold.” 

T submit that this is a case on which there could be no two opinions in 
the country and the amendments that we now propose are identical with 
the amendments that had been embodied in the Indian Coinage Act in 
1918. Sonje Honourable friends have been led to believe by statements 
'which the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett made at the outset that these 
amendments might be postponed and considered along with the Eeserve 
3ank Bill. I submit to the House that the Eeserve Bank Bill relates 
exclusively to the powders and the duties that would be vesting in a Eeserve 
3ank in the same manner in which certain powers are vested in the Bank 
bf England under the Bank of England Act, 1844. So far as these amend- 
ments are concerned, they have to be embodied in the Indian Coinage 
‘Act. This is just the time when this Act is sought to be revised that 
these amendments should be proposed and considered by the H0UB6. 
The Mohur Aqt of 1918 which I was referring to runs as follows : 

” Whereas it is expedient to provide for the coinage of a gold coin at the Ifinta 
referred to in the Indian Coinage Act, 1906^; It is hereby enacM aa foDows : 

1. (1) This Act Msy be called the Ck)ld Oblnage Act, 1918.” 
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All those provisions with regard to the coining of gold fioburs in the 
Bombay Aftint, their weight, fineness and all other details-^all these were 
embodied in the Coinage Act> by an amending Act. And this is jiwt the time 
Jor moving these amendments, and there should be no mistake on that 
account. The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett has addressed a letter to 
me and other friends suggesting that those should be postpon^ to the 
Beserve Bank Bill. I have considered that matter and my feeling is that 
if we allow these Acts to be amended in the maner in which the Govern- 
ment proposes to do now and if we take these points to the consideration 
of the Eeserve Bank BilL legal difficulties might be raised and it could 
be pointed out that we ought to have raised these questions now, and 
these amendments ought to have gone into the Coinage Act. It might 
be said that the Eeserve Bank Bill relates solely to the special charter 
that should be given to the Eeserve Bank and these things could not be 
taken up there. 

The Honourable Sir Baail Blackett: I should like to give an assurance, 
if there is any doubt, that nothing whatever will be done or said by Gov- 
ernment to prevent these questions being raised and fully discussed at 
the time when we think they are properly due for discussion, namely, 
in connection with the Eeserve Bank Bill. If there is any doubt as to 
arguments being used that these matters cJiight to have been raised here, 
I should like to tell my Honourable friend at once that the Government 
will give full opportunities for the cuscussion of them at the right time in 
connection with that Bill. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : May I ask the Honourable Member in charge of the 
Bill this question? I was examining the provisions of the Eeserve Bank 
Bill and the Chapters that it contains rather closely. If this stage of 
legislation is over now, may T know whether all these provisions of the 
Coinage Act which embody these provisions would be kept open then for 
debate for introducing these amendments, and whether the Coinage Act 
would be open for discussion then? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: That is the contention of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: So far as I could see, if the legal officers of Gov- 
ernment should tell them that the Indian Coinage Act ought to have been 
dealt with at the last time when it was before the Assembly and they 
could not go into it then, we would be in a hopeless position. And this 
has happened sometimes. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: If such a contingency happens, 
which I cannot imagine, 1 will undertake personally to see that whatever 
legal difficulties there might be there would not be any kind of obstruc- 
tion tp prevent the matter being discussed then 

Mr. T. Prakasam: My submission is that there could be no two opi- 
nions on the Question of our demand for a gold standard. We are not 
advancing anything new that has not been placed before the country and 
before the Currency Commission last time by the Honourable Member 
himself. I therefore support the amendment "of my Efonourable friendjs 
Messrs. Kelkar and Vidya Sagar Pandyo- 

Mr, M. S. Sesha Ayyangar (Madui:a and Bamnad oum 
Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 1 rise to Support the amendment of my 
'Oinrable friend Mr. Kelkar. I may at once inform the House that l|a 
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tbazmot possibly accept the amendment of my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Vidya Sagar Pandya. He has got two provisos to clauses 7 and 8 which, 
leave power to Government to put off this measure by at least ten years, 
to come. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: Let me point out that there is a mistake in. 
the printing of those clauses. If we separate clauses 7 and 8 as 7, 8 and 
9, as read out by me, the Honourable Member’s objection will be re- 
moved. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: It does not really matter. 

Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar: I take it that the amendment of the Hon-^ 
curable Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya does hot contain any provisos giving 
power to Government to put this off for ten years. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya: It gives Government the option to do it 
within ten years. 

Ilr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar: If so I am afraid the amendment doea 
virtually give the power. If the provisos are there I submit that will be 
a condemnation of that amendment. However, so far as the two 
amendments are otherwise concerned, they certainly agree in the essen- 
tial, that we want a gold currency. Now my Honourable friend Mr. 
Kelkar has made out a very strong cise for the immediate introduction of 
gold currency in this country; and the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett and 
file two members of ihe Finance Department also put forward before the 
Currency Commission a plea sketching out the possibility of gold currency 
in India; and they almost postulated the possibility of it, as we see in page 
93 of the Currency Commission Beport: 

* * It may be assumed that about £15 millions of gold would be required at the time 
of initiation of stage (i), a further £35 millions within a year and the remaining 
£53 millions over a period of 10 years. The cost of the scheme is estimated by its 
authors at about B's. IJ crores per annum during the first five years and thereafter 
from two-thirds of a crore to 1*12 crore.** 

So the scheme was cut and dried. The reasons adduced by the Commission- 
ers for rejecting this proposal are rather interesting. In the first place 
they made up their minds as we see from paragraph 54 of their Eeport> 
that gold must not circulate in India at first and that it need not circ^ate 
ever. That is the conclusion which they reached; rather the 
determination they made. Having premised the conclusion they engaged 
themselves to find out the possible reasons which might be shown to 
underlie this conclusion. Since 1898, whenever any temporary or per- 
manent measures of currency reform were introduced in this country, the- 
English people had always exhibited a dread of the so-called hunger of 
Indians for gold and they also showed always a grim determination at 
every possible turn not to satisfy the so-called hunger. This is the genesis 
of the whole trouble. The English people do not perhaps want that the 
Indians should see this yellow coin as they may get jaundice if they sight 
this yellow metal. That sentiment seems to be the genesis for their imi- 
formly resenting the idea of introducing a gold currency into Pndia in 
spite of the persistent demand of the people. The reasons given by the* 
Currency Commission are these. First we turn to an answer given by 
Mr. Montasru No^an, Governor of the Bank of England, to question 
No, ^18676.’ He said that gold currency will result in a fell of prices. Now* 
it :1 a not definitely 'known whether this fall of prices contemplated is to be 
in IndUi :or in England. If it is. to be in India, I may at once say 
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that only early last week we had a full discourse f^om the Treasi^ 
Benches about the advantages which India may obtain by an appreciating 
rupee which would result in a fall in prices; so that if there is a faU in 
prices, it would according to that line of reasoning, so far as the agricul- 
tural view point is concerned, be beneficial to the rural population; and I 
do not see therefore that any great weight can possibly be attached to tho' 
fall in prices in India which would follow the introduction of the gold cur- 
rency. The answer given by the Governor of the Bonk of England to* 
question No. 13676 is this: 


** A fall in gold prices would, on balance, be, I believe, unfavourable to India but 
as indicated in my previous answer I think the effect would be mitigated as compared 
with other countries by India’s favourable balance of payments and the advantage she 
enjoys in the quasi-monopolistic nature of her exports.** 

Ic comes to this — ^that so far as the fall in prices is concerned, that, on the 
whole, it does not adversely affect India seems to be the considered opinion 
of the Governor of the Bank of England. Now if that is not the stand- 
point which would possibly affect India, what then? The fall of prices 
which other countries may experience w'ould j^orhaps be a serious block 
to the introduction of this gold currency. That is the next question. 
Probably they thought that it might result in a fall of gold prices in Eng- 
land. Now’, we have that also in paragraph 87 of the Currency Com- 
mission’s Keport: 

Tn this connection il is necessary to take account of the requirements of various 
European and other countries whose financial equilibrium has been disturbed to a greater 
or less extent in consequence of the war. These countries are now trying to climb back 
gradually to the gold standard or the gold exchange standard. This aim requires for 
its fulfilment that there should be a certain amount of free gold available each year* 
Though signs ate not wanting of a spirit of co-operation among the Central Banks 
towards effecting considerable economies in the international use of gold, there can be 
no doubt that a large extra demand from India would cause increased competition for 
gold among the countries of the world and lead to a substantial fall in gold prices and 
a curtailment of credit i\ould on balance be unfavourable.** 

Now, why should we> concern ourselves about all this if, as I just now 
pointed out, this thing was not going to affect India at all? Where does 
the philanthropy come in? We are being taught day after day to look 
fo our own needs first. If the introduction of the gold currency in India 
is not going to affect adversely the prices in India and the prosperity of 
India, why should we concern ourselves to see in w’hat way it will affect 
English prices and English prosperity? I submit, therefore, that the fact 
that this has been taken to be a ground by the Currency Commissioners 
shows that they were looking at the whole thing from the English stand- 
point or at any rate not from the Indian standpoint. Then, again, we 
have got another answ^er given by Dr. Sprague of America. In answer 
to question No. 15313 he said: 

“ I am opposed surely to a gold currency for India and indeed lor any other country 
because I consider that that is a backward step in monetary practice and I do nol 
believe that there is sufRcient gold available in the world to provide a gold currencsT 
and maintain something like the present level of prices.'* 

That really lets the cat out of the bag. They are alarmed at the proepc^h 
of the introduction of a gold cnrrency into India and think that 
would be a general fall of gold pricee which might affect advei^ely 
land, the United ^States and other countries of the West. I pdt it 
to the Finance Member— Is there any parallel in the world to what %aes 
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happened here? We bad a round table conference of world eoonomistB 
to aettle an economic issue of a country and to fix the standard of value 
io^ India! There was a costly Commission arranged at the cost of thiB 
country and it was asked to find out what would suit India best. 
ITie expert witnesses are themselves naturally patriotic: and they would 
look at things first from the standpoint of their own countries and 
then only would turn to India, as being of secondary importance. Look- 
ing from their own standpoint and caring only for their own interests, 
they gave the advice that a gold currency is not suitable to India. Is it 
not therefore a statement that must be taken at a discount? 

We find then that the whole body of Indian opinion is strenuously in 
favour of the introduction of a gold currency though it did not infiuence 
the Commission at all. But because the economists of other countries 
gave this gratuitous advice against the opinion of India, is that a reason 
for negativing the proposals of the Indian witnesses in this matter? They 
also tfK)k into account whether the required credits could be raised either 
in the United States or in England, and in paragraph 61 the Commis- 
sioners say: 

** This is a matter m ^%hich Great Britain would not be able to act alone without the 
co-operation of America. Both parties view the proposal with alarm on the grounds 
that it would retard the progress of monetary reconstruction in Europe, would upset 
world prices and would be fundamentally harmful both to India and to the rest of the 
world. ^ 

I submit, Sir, that the fact is this, that when they were applied to 
to accommodate us in so far as the necessary credits were concerned, 
England and America were rather slow or unwilling to respond, and that 
we are told is the primary ground why this proposal ought to be rejected. 
I suggest to the Honourable the Finance Member that this course ought 
to be adopted. Where is our Gold Standard Eeserve? Where is our 
Paper Currency Eeserve? What were the primary purposes for which 
they were originally established^ Where are thev kept now? Is it not 
legitimate to ask that India's gold ought to be located in India as India's 
visible possession? Is it not legitimate to say that thev should only be 
used for the purposes they were originally meant to serve? Why were 
thev carried away from India and located in London? Whv were they 
misused from time to time against the interests of India and in defiance 
of India's wishes? If even to-dav thev could only be brought over to 
India and placed here, there would be absolutely no difficulty at all in find- 
ing the necessary gold for the purpose of giving effect to our desire for this 
gold currency. I submit that the arguments of the Commissioners advanced 
in regard to their rejection of the gold currencv in India do not bear exa- 
mination; and surely India cannot wait any longer for the introduction 
of a gold standard currency. 

' Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions: Non- 
Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member has twice 
told us during this debate that there will be a full opportunity afforded to 
Members of this House to discuss the question of the introduction of a gold 
standard and gold currency when the Gold Bullion Standard and Eeserve 
Bank Bill will come" up for discussion. In view of that it may seem 
strange that the discussion should be continued, but with every desire to 
Inspect the suggestion of the Honourable the Finance Member, and if, lor 
no other reason, only to oblige him, I should have liked to accept the 
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suggestion if I could. I feel, however, that this is the pacoper ocoasicMi 
when, this is the Bill in connection with which, the amendment which the 
Honourable Mr. Kelkar has put forward should be considered. ^ It is because 
oi that conviction that I rise to support that amendment. This Bill, Sir, 
is to amend the Indian Coinage Act. All the sections which relate to the 
coins current in the teountry are embodied in this Act. It' provides for the 
coinage of a silver coin, a bronze coin, a nickel coin and so on. 1 submit 
with due deference to my Honourable friend that this is the proper plaee 
to discuss the amendment moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Kelkar. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May I point out to the Honourable 

Pandit that exactly the same clause as clause 2 of this Bill is repeated in 
the Gold Standard and Eeserve Bank Bill, and the principle will therefore 
come up on exactly this same clause. 

Pandit Madan Kohan Malaviya: It is true, Sir, but the question is when 
the opportunity first comes ought we not to show that we realise the gravity 
of the problem that it raises. It is from that point of view that I am 
addressing myself to this question. Undoubtedly the question can be dis- 
cussed at a later stage, but what would the country which we have come 
here to represent, what would our electors, tell us if they found that when 
the opportunity first arose here we did not put forward the views we enter- 
tain on the subject — whatever the value of those views — ^before the Assem- 
bly and the country. It is that which compels me to take up the time 
of the House at this moment. 

Sir, Mr. Kelkar 's amendment involves two propositions, 

the establishment of a gold mohur as our standard coin, and 
secondly the necessary provision for opening a mint to the coinage of such 
mohur. Now, Sir, in order that the strength of Indian sentiment on thia 
subject should be fully realised, it is necessary to go back to the history of 
this question, and I submit there is no question which has a longer history 
or a sadder history than the question of the introduction of a gold standfitfd 
with a gold currency in India, under the British Government. In Hindu 
India gold coins were current, as were also silver coins. During the Muham- 
madan rule also gold and silver coins were current. Since the time of 
Akbar a gold mohur and a rupee of the same weight used to be coined. 
When the English came to India they found both gold coins and silver 
coins current in the country. The number of these coins was inconveniently 
large because the country was divided into so many principalities. It la 
stated that there were as many as 172 gold coins in circulation at the time 
and 343 silver coins. Sir Eichard Temple, once Finance Member of the 
Government of India, said at a later date : 

Tt may be said in general terms that on onr accession to power in India, we found 
a gold currency existing conjointly with the silver currency; it was reserved for na 
to accord silver the dominant and exclusive position which it now holds in the 
currency.** 

So that it is indisputable that when the British came to power in India 
they found both gold and silver coins in use in the country, and it waa 
their action which installed silver in a dominMt and exclusive position. The 
first step towards that end was taken in 1806, when the Court of Dirpctcn 
of the East India Company, in order to introduce a uniform system ol 
coinage, laid down certain propositions in.their despatch of the 25th Aprd 
1806. As Mr. C. N. Vakil points out in his very valuable book on CurKmoj 
and Prices, the Direottws pointed out.tiie usual difficulty of ^ 

fixed ratio between gold and silver in a bi-metaUic system becailse'Sbl^ 
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•madcdt fluctuations in the value of these metals. They therefore declared 
themselves in favour of mono-metallism as the ideal towards which the 
•authorities in India should work. With reference to the question as to 
which of the two metals should be adopted for a mono-metallic system in 
India, they showed preference for silver and laid down that “ silver should 
be the universal money of account in this country. Now, Sir, that was 
the first step taken by the East India Company, and that tells us how the 
interests of vast millions of people in this country were left to be decided 
by one individusd called the Secretary of State, or by a few individuals who 
constituted the Court of Directors, and how the system has affected the 
happiness of millions and millions of people in this land. They decided 
that silver should be the universal money of account, but they did not at 
that time decide to demonetize gold. They desired that gold coins should 
•remain in circulation. The main object of the despatch of 1806, namely, 
the introduction of a uniform currency with the silver rupee as a unit, was 
gradually achieved. After many years, during which period both silver and 
geld cops continued in circulation. Act XVII of 1835 was passed, by which 
the various mints which existed in the different Presidencies at the time 
were abolished and one uniform system of silver coinage was instituted for 
the whole country. There was nothing, however, in that Act which could 
lead one to believe that they intended to remove gold coins' from the 
currency of the country altogether. There was no doubt a section in the Act 
which laid down that ‘ ‘ no gold coins shall henceforth be a legal tender of 
payment in any of the territories of the East India Company but another 
section of the same Act provided that a gold mohur, or 16-rupee piece — ^it 
is important to note that — of the weight of 180 grains troy and eleven- 
twelfths fine was to be coined. The desire of the people to use gold coins 
'conld not, however, be suppressed, and in 1841 a notification was issued by 
the Government of India authorisii^ the receipt of the gold mohur which 
Iiad been coined under the Act of 1835 at Government treasuries. But when 
the discoveries of gold in Australia and California led to a fall in the value 
of gold, the Government felt themsevles compelled to issue a notification in 
1886 to the effect that no gold coin would be received on account of payment 
due to the Government at any public treasury. After a few years expe- 
rience of the evil results of that notification, in 1869, the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce, in co-operation with the native shroffs and merchants of 
Calcutta, made a representation to the Government in which they said 
“ that they feel so satisfied of the benefits that will be sure to result from 
the admission of gold, even as a subsidiary currency, into India, that they 
wiU be thankful if the Governor General in Council will be pleased, as an 
experiment, to sanction gold as a legal tender to any smaller amount than 
20 sovereigns down to two sovereigns as a minimum. About this time, 
however, the question of the introduction of a paper currency in India was 
taken up, and the first Finance Member, Mr. James Wilson, wrote in 
December 1859 a minute on the paper currency and another on a gold 
currency. Mr. Wilson made it very clear that in his opinion a gold standard 
and a gold currency would be the best for India. He said : 

' “No one will be inclined to deny that if we had to begin a system of currency 
nooo, the most convenient of the various systems now in practice would be found 
to be that used in England where gold is the standard, a gold coin the general money 
m circulation, and silver tokens of limited tender the subordinate coins. “ 

But Jtfr. Wilson was opposed to the introduction of such a system at that 
moment because he thought that the circumstances were not quite favour- 
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:^ble. The Secretary of State accepted Mr." Wilson’s view that it was not 
advisable at present to take measures for the introduction of a gold 
-»currency into India, as he thought that the wants of the community would 
be met by means of a paper currency. Mr. Wilson’s successor, Mr. Samuel 
Laing, was in favour of the introduction of a gold standard and a gold 
currency. When introducing the Paper Currency Bill, he said : 

** I mast confess that 1 feel very reluctant to base a great measure for reforming 
the circulation of India on the total exclusion for all time to come of that form of the 
precious metal which is indisputably the most convenient for many purposes, and 
which is the chief or sole standard of all the principal nations of the civilized world 
with which we have commercial intercourse.*' 

He felt, however, that owing to the action which had been taken, the 
decision which had been arrived at, it was difficult to reopen the question of 
a gold currency at the time, and^ he therefore provided a loophole in the 
Paper Currency Act with a view to the introduction of a gold currency 
on a suitable occasion, wliicli however was not of much effect. In 1864 the 
» commercial communities of Bombay, Calcutta and Madras sent memorials 
to the Government urging the introduction of a gold currency. In that 
year, one Mr. Walter Cassells also wrote an important letter to the Gov- 
ernor of Bombay in which he wrote: ' 

It is likewise important that as much as possible a gold coinage should for the 
present be built upon the existing silver currency so as to introduce the change with as 
much regard to private interests as may be. I therefore venture to suggest the issue 
of gold coins similar to the sovereign and half sovereign, and respectively representing 
Bs. 10 and Bs. 5. with subsidiary silver token coins of limited tender rated at 7 to 8 per 
cent, above their real value. The existing silver coin might, for the present, be allowed, 
to continue legal tender, to the extent even of Bs. 500, and this limit might hereafter be 
reduced according to the circumstances.** 

Sii William Mansfield, wlio was then Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay 
Army, took a great interest in this question. He wrote a minute on the 8th 
March 1864 which he concluded with the following recommendations : 

** I would propose therefore that the legal tender of gold should be enacted on the 
basis of equivalents submitted by Act XVII of 1836. 

That the gold legal tender should not for the present be in substitution of the silver 
tender, but in aid of it. 

That in accordance with the above, sovereigns should be allowed to run, and to be 
legal tender at their relative value, including seigniora^ charge on the basis of 
equivalents established by the Act XVII of 1835, viz,, at Bs. 10' 4. That the issue of 
notes should take place in exchange for gold and silver bullion alike, without any 
administrative distinction between thei two metals^ 

That the mints in India should be directed to coin gold in the coins described in 
Act XVII of 1835, in large quantities, and to invite the public to offer it for the* 
purpose.*' 

Sir Charles Trevelyan was the Finance Member at the time. He reviewed 
the whole situation in a masterly minute and advocated tho introduction 
of gold as legal tender in addition to silver, at a rate carefully calculated 
with reference to relative value of the two metals as the first step in the 
direction of gold currency. Sir Charles Trevelyan pointed out that 
other countries which were on a double standard had gradually gone over 
to a gold standard and gold currency, and he explained that by means of 
his proposals he expected that the currency and reserves of the country 
would be gradually filled with gold, and it would become possible for the 
‘Government to convert the silver coinage into a subsidiary token coinafl|pti 
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Tfl^i therefore proposed that sovereigns and half sovereigns coined in Eng- 
Iwd, Australia, or India should be declared legal tender in India at the- 
rate of Bs. 10 to a sovereign 'and that Indian mints should be thrown open 
to the free coinage of gold at a charge merely to cover the cost of manu- 
facture. The Secretary of State objected, however, to the proposed 
measure, but as an alternative, agreed to (1) gold coins being accepted in 
payment of public dues at a rate to be fixed and (2) the issue of notes in 
exchange for gold coin or bullion. The following notification was there- 
fore issued in 1864 : 

** The Governor General of India in Council, considering it expedient that the circnla- 
tion of British and Australian sovereigns in all parts of British India and its depen- 
dencies should be encouraged and facilitated, is |]|W8ed hereby to direct that, from and 
after the publication of this notification, sovereigns and half sovereigns coined at any 
authorised Bo^al Mint in England or Australia of current weight, shall until further- 
notice be received in all the treasuries of British India and its dependencies in pay- 
ment of sums due to the Government as the equivalents of ten and nve rupees, respec- 
tively, and that such sovereigns and half sovereigns shall, whenever available at any 
Go^rnment treasury, be paid at the same rates to any person willing to receive them 
in payment of claims against the Government.** 

This was in 1864. The public again petitioned the Government in 1866; 
they asked that the currency question should be fully re-examined, and 
in response to this request frc«n the public, a Commission was appointed 
in 1866, with Sir William Mansfield as President. 

(At this stage Mr. M. A. Jinnah vacated the Chair whicH was resumed 
by Mr President.) 

This^ Commission of 1866 reported that gold coins of various 
descriptions of mohura, and sovereigns, English and Australian, 

although not used as money by the State, are generally at par or above 
par in price, whether in the Presidency towns or in the cities of the 
iiiufassil; that the demand for a gold currency is unanimous throughout 
fhe country; that they are sought for in the provinces for trading pur- 
poses by merchants and bankers and as a medium of reserve of wealth 
by the people at large; that gold coins of 15, 10 and 6 rupees respectively 
would find more favour in the eyes of the people than notes of like value ; 
and that the opinion is general, almost unanimous, that the currency 
sliould consist of gold, silver and paper. These, Sir, were the recom- 
1 PK J^endations of the Mansfield Commission. It may be noted 
that this Commission pointed out that the price of the gold 
mohur or 15-rupee piece, as fixed by the Act of iaB5, was in 1866 as 
nearly as possible the average market rate of the price of coined gold at 
the time. The report of this Commission was submitted to the Govern- 
ment on 4th October 1866. It was submitted to the Secretary of State 
in the beginning of 1867, but the Government of India did not com- 
municate their views on the report to the Secretary of State till March 
1868, when in answer to a question in the House of Commons the Secre 
tary of State stated that he was still awaiting the opinion of the Govern- 
ment of India, and no action was taken on the report. 

In 1868 Sir Bichard Temple, the then Finance Member, 
took up the question. He pointed out that the notification requiring 
^verei^s to be accepted at public treasuries at the rate of Es. 10 had 
become inoperative and a reconsideration of the standard value of the 
pciA had become necessary. The Government of India consulted Local 
Governments on the points which wer^ raised, and after such consulta^^ 
lion, declared that sovereigns and half sovereigns should be accepted at 
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Government treasuries at the rates of Bs. lG-4-0 and Es. 6-2-0 5respeotive- 
ly. I wish to draw attention to the opinion of one Loeal Governmentt 
.namely^ that of Bombay. His Excellency the Governor in Coimcil said : 

' *• He would therefore recommend the introduction of an Indian gold coinage, consist- 

ing of pieces of 15, 10 and perhaps 6 rupees respectively, and of the standard value 
•.fij^ed by Act XVII of 1836, and that this coinage be declared, like silver, a legal tender 
without limitation.** 

This wise recommendation was unfortunately not accepted. But the Secre- 
tary of State decided, as I have submitted, that sovereigns end half-sover- 
eigns should be accepted at Government treasuries at the rates specified^ 
When forwarding their notification to the Secretary of State the Govern- 
(tnent of India said: 

“ In conclusion we hope it will be understood that we have steadily kept in view 
the advantage of ultimately making gold a legal tender. What is now being done is 
experimental and tentative, in order that we may become sure of the fact as to the 
relative value of gold and silver in India before we make the attempt to stereotype the 
results by a law and commit ourselves finally to the legal tender of gold. It is our 
belief, however, that the time is not far distant when such a law may be passed.** 

In 1870 the Indian Coinage Act was passed. It provided that certain 
gold coins shall be coined at the mint* One of these was a Gold Mohur 
or fifteen-rupee piece. 

Sir Eichard Temple again took up the question of a 
gold currency in 1872. Ho wrote a strong minute on it. He was con- 
vinced that a gold currency was needed for India. Eeferring to the doubt 
that had been expressed by some people, he said: 

** I do not at all share such doubt ; on the contrary I share the conviction expressed 
by my predecessors, Mr. S. Laing and Sir C. Trevelyan and Mr. Massey, to the effect 
that a gold currency is among the urgent wants of India. With the exception of 
Mr. Wilson, every Financial Member of the Government of India has advocated this 
view. In 1866 similar views were advocated by a special Commission in India appointed 
to examine the whole s hject, and have been maintained at one time or other by 
every Chamber of Commerce in India.** 

He further pointed out that “ in such matters there is such a thing as 
national prejudice and that the prejudice of the people of India is entirely 
in favour of gold.*' He urged that one other reason why the use of gold 
was desired was ** because it tends to steady the price of that silver which 
's one of the necessaries of the national life.** Sir Eichard Temple con- 
cluded as follows : 

** On the whole it seems clear that while, in all other branches and departments of 
administration, we endeavour to give to India the best of everything so far as we can, 
yet^ in'orespect of metallic currency, we deliberately withhold from her the first rate 
article and afford her a second rate one.** 

This, Sir, is the language of a former Finance Member of the Govemmeiit 
of India. 

Mr. President: In what year? 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: 1872, Sir. Nations live; they are not 
concerned with an hour or a day only. The history of the last 120 yeaiB 
forms one long page* And this history. Sir, is full of eloquent lessons for utf, 
It shows to us how many were the efforts made during the last 120 years 
to give India a gold standard and currency and how* those efforts were 
feated. Unless the Assembly bears th^e facts in mind, I submit it can- 
not realise the full importance of the amendment which my Honoti^al^jie 

o 





[IdtH Ma&« 1027< 



« {^aDMlit Madan Mohan Malaviya.J * 

iK^ilds Mr. Kelkar, Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya and Mr. Frakasam have put 
before the House. But to continue that history, Sir Biohard Temple re- 
corded another minute dated the 8th July 1873, in which he reiterated his 
, views set forth in his former minute and pressed for the adoption of the 
^Il:leasures which he had recommended. Unfortunately, however. Sir 
Bicha^ Temple resigned in April 1874 and we find that in May 1874 with- 
out giving SLii} reasons the Government of India abandoned the proposal 
lor a gold standard and currency. The short notification which gave the 
quietus to the question for the moment ran as follows : 

‘ * The ejmediency of introducing a gold currency having been considered, the Governor 
Ge]\eral in Cbuncil is not at present prepared to take any step for the recognition of 
gold as a legal standard of value m India.*’ 

That, Sir, was in 1874. I do not wish to go in detail into the history of the 
fiubsequent years. It is very fully given in the book to which I have al- 
ready referred and to which I am indebted for having obtained all these 
passtiges with great ease, I mean Mr. Vakil's book on Currency and Prices. 
But, Sir, before I come* to the period of 1893, let m© point out that in 
the twenty years from 1872 to 1892 the rupee fell from 22' 7d. to 14'9d. 
This exposed the Government of India to the gravest difficulties. They 
tried their best to persuade England to agree to the introduction of a 
gold standard in India, and when they failed, they urged the adoption of the 
bi-metallic system. But England would not agree to that either. Faced 
with enormous difficulties, in 1892 the Government of India agam urged 
the introduction of the gold standard, and proposed that the rupee should 
be raised to Is. fid. The Herschell Committee was then appointed. 
That Committee considered the proposal and it recommended that the 
standard of the rupee should be fixed at la. 4d. That was in 1898. So 
tb© Herschell Committee also vas in favour of the introduction of a gold 
standard. In fact the whole justification for their recommending the 
raising of the rupee to 1«. 4d. lay in this that the object was to introduce 
a gold standard, which was the only remedy that could solve India's 
currency troubles. In 1898, the Fowler Committee was appointed. The 
object of that Committee was, as has been pointed out more than once, 

recommend what steps should be taken to give effect to “the policy 
which had been initiated in 1893 by the closing of the mints to the free 
coinage of silver and which poliev had for its declared object the estab- 
lishment of a gold standard in India." In putting forward the recom- 
mendations they made, they made it quite clear that they “looked for- 
v^ard ... to the effective establishment in India of a gold standard and 
currency based on the principles of the free inflow and outflow of gold." 
The Fowler Committee, Sir, after making a survey of the views which 
had been expressed on the principle of a gold standard, concluded as fol- 
lows: 

** For these reasons, we conclude that steps should be taken to avoid all possibib'ty 
of doubt as to the determination not to revert to a silver standard, hut to proceed with 
measures for the effective establishment of a gold standard.” 

The Committee pointed out that though the Government of India “did 
not definitely propose to make gold coins a legal tender, but thev did not 
hesitate to express the opinion that ' the only state of things which can be 
called a thoroughly satisfactory attainment of a gold standard, (which was 
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the aim) was the one in which the gold coins which represent our stand* 
.ard are those also which are good for payments in England/’ As a matter 
of principle, therefore, the Government of India favoured the gold stand- 
.ard with a gold currency/’ 

Then, Sir, dealing with the objections which had been raised, and 
one of which was that people here were in the habit of hoarding gold and 
that that constituted a difl&culty in the way of introducing a gold cur- 
rency, the Committee said as follows: '‘Consequently, we are of opinion 
that the habit of hoarding does not present such practical difficulties 
as to justify a permanent refusal to allow India to possess the normal 
accompaniment of a gold standard, namely, a jjold currency/' In para- 
graph 54 they said: 

We are in favour of making the British sovereign a legal tender and a current 
coin in India. We also consider that at the same time, the Indian Mints shonld be 
thrown open to the unrestricted coinage of gold on terms and conditions such as govern 
the three Australian Branches of the Eoyal Mint. The result would be that, under 
identical conditions, the sovereign would be coined and would circulate both at home 
and in India. Looking forward as we do to the effective establishment in India of 
a gold standard and currency based on the principles of the free inflow and outflow 
of gold, we recommend these measures for adoption.’* 

/linally, the Committee said: 

** In conclusion, we desire to record our opinion that the effective establishment 
of a gold standard is of paramount importance to the material interests of India. 

Could language be clearer. Sir, could language be more emphatic in ex- 
pressing strong convictions than the words of the Committee which I 
have just now read out to the House? This was the opinion expressed 
by the Fowler Committee in 1899. 

I will next invite the attention of the House to the recommendations 
of the Chamberlain Commission which was appointed in 1913. It reported 
in February 1914. The Honourable the Finance Member was the Secre- 
tary of that Commission. NoW, Sir, that Commission said as follows: 

** From time immemorial India has continually absorbed the precious metals, but 
in recent years gold has been imported into India in the form of bullion or of sovereign, 
i 1 greatly increased quantities. Apart from imports of gold bullion, the absiiption of 
sovereigns by the public for all purposes (hoards, circulation and the meltmg pot) 
during the 12 years ending the 31st of March, 1913,— that is the excess of the net 
•amount inerted over the amount retained in the hands of the Government, somewb^ 
exceeded iO million pounds, an amount little less in value than the new coinage of 
rupees during the same period. Between the 1st April 1909 and the 3l8t of March IQ I ?;; 
the absorption of sovereigns by the public was close on 30 million pounds.’* 

They went on to say : 

To what extent and how widely the sovereign has established itself as an aetnal 
medium of circulation, it is difficult to determine with any degree of certainty. On 
the one hand, it is quite certain that a large portion of these 601,000000 million 
sovereigns is not in active circulation, and that in many parts of the <x>antry the 
public have shown a preference in currency uses for rupees (w* notes). But thm is 
undoubted evidence that in the last four years there has been a distinct intTfuen hi 
-the use of the sovereign for purposes of currency in cerUin provinces and districts soS 
as parts of the Bombay Presidency and of the United Provinces, the Punjab sS 
Cochin in the Madras Presidency." ; ^ 

That is the opinion which the CommissiQn expressed. Mr. B. F. lliCadon witja 
has rendered a distinct Mrvice to the motherland in oonnMtion wUIk fijfr 
^>UI^«noy guestion, for winch the whole country will be indebted to \ «| | 

a 
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a^ktied that the value of the sovereigns and half sovereigns which are stiiT 
ih circulation in India may roughly be estimated to be about 200 orores. 
But whatever the exact figure may be, Sir, it is clear that the Government 
is aware that there is a very large quantity of gold coins in circulation in 
Ihe country gm the result of the measures which they have adopted. And^ 
it is of great importance, Sir, with regard to the recommendations of the 
Chamberlain Commission to note that they did not think it necessary to 
discuss the question that the ultimate goal of India was* a* gold standard. 
They assumed it, and on that basis, they recommended that “the time has 
Aow arrived for a reconsideration of the ultimate goal of the Indian currency 
system “ — ultimate goal being the establishment of a gold standard. “The 
belief of the Committee of 1898 was that a igold currency in 
active circulation is an essential condition of the maintenance of the 
gold standard in India on which they were unanimous. But in their 
opinion the history of the 15 years preceding their report showed 
fjhat the gold standard had been firmly secured without that condition. 
On^lhat point, Sir, we joined issue with them, but the fact remains that 
they were unanimous that the establishment of a gold standard was the 
ultimate goal. They also recommended, Sir, holding the view that they 
did, that it would not be to India’s advantage to encourage an increased use 
of gold in internal circulation But they were not opposed ^o the use of 
gold iu internal circulation. They only recommended that there should be 
no special encouragement to the increased use of gold in internal circulation. 
They also said, — and this is important, Sir, — ^that in their view, which we 
contest, the people of India neither desire nor need any considerable 
amount of gold for circulation as currency, and the currency most suitable 
consists of rupees and notes”, and that in their opinion “a Mint for the 
coinage of gold is not needed for purposes of currency and exchange 
“but if the Indian sentiment genuinely demands it and the Government of 
India are prepared to incur the expense, there is no objection in principle to 
its establishment either from the Indian or from the Imperial standpoint, 
provided that the coin minted is the sovereign or half sovereign, and it is 
pre-eminently a question in which Indian sentiment should prevail.” In 
another recommendation they said : 

the Government should continue to aim at giving the people the form of currency 
trhich they demand, whether rupees, notes or gold, but the use of notes should be 
enoouraged.” 

These, Sir, were the recommendations of the Chamberlain Commission made 
early in 1914. We know. Sir, what happened a few years later when the 
Babington- Smith Committee was appointed. That Committee made its 
recommendations, and attention has been drawn to them before. They were 
also in favour of a gold standard for India and of the re-opening of a branch 
of the Eoyal Mint at Bombay for the coinage of sovereigns and half- 
tovereigns and for giving facilities to the public for the coinage of gold 
htiUion. Mr. Dadiba Dalai also urged in his minute of dissent that a 
gold mohur of the value of 15 rupees should be coined and that the Mint 
should be thrown open to the free coinage of gold. That, Sir, was in 1919. 

• Wo then come to the period when the rupee bevan to rise and went up 
Irojn la* to 2a. id., when the Government established the rupee, on the 
recommendation of the Babington Smith Oommitten, ni 2 ^h^t 

the sovereign should be of the value of Es. 10. Legislation to this effect 

tpldertaken in 1920, and the rupee was installed at 2 shillings in the 
let' of 1920. But we know the sad history of that legislation. Like the 
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®owlatt Bill it proved ineffectual from the beginning ioi the eud. Vfhjle 
«the Government endeavoured to keep up the rupee, the rupee went down 
belpw l8. tin fact below Is. 8d., and the Government haiil to adopt 
measures to bring the rupee up to the standard of Is. 4d. By the measures 
which the Govemuient adopted, the rupee was brought to the rate of 
Is. 4d. in January, 1923. About that time, t.e., in 1^4, our Honourable 
friend, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas recommended that legislarioU 
should be passed to establish the rupee at Is. 4d,, and we know the subse- 
quent history. His Excellency the Viceroy cabled to the Secretary of State 
that pressure was thus being brought to bear upon the Government of 
India, and it was time they defined for themselves the policy which they 
would adopt. The policy which they recommended was of having the 
rupee stabilised at Is. 6d., but even at that time it was not said that the 
Government had abandoned its pledge of establishing a gold standard in 
India. The Currency Commission was appointed so that in appearance a 
matter of such great importance should not be decided on the basis merely 
of the decision arrived at by the Finance Member of the Government of 
India, first by himself and then with the concurrence of his colleagues in 
the Executive Council. The Viceroy suggested that there should be a 
formal inquiry by some kind of Committee, and we have had that 
formal inquiry. A^en we come to that stage, what do we find? When 
the Commission was appointed, the Government of India prepared them- 
selves to lay their views on the questions which it had to discuss. The 
Government of India, as represented bv the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber and experienced officers of the Finance Department prepared a very 
carefully considered memorandum and submitted it to the Commission. 
That memorandum, prepared by three of the most important officials of the 
Government of India, the Finance Member, Mr. Denning and Mr. 
MeWatters, was placed before the Eoyal Commission. The Honourable 
the Finance Member himself put in a memorandum of his own. In that 
memorandum, the Finance Member said: 


** The gold standard system is expensive and, if it involves a large amonnt of 
gold in circulation, is not ideal ... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May I remind the Honourable 
Member that that has already been read out twice in the course of this 
debate? It might save us some time. 

Pandit Madan Hohan Malavlya: I read, Sir, in Fielding that some 
Englishmen are very dense. When they hear a thing for the first time . . . 

Mr. PreMdent: That docs not matt;er. The quotation bears repetition 
and the Honourable Member will please proceed. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: But perhaps my friend will feel less 
hurt if I remind him of what Fielding said. He said : If you say a thing foi^ 
the first time to an Englishman, he doesn’t care for it. If you repeat 
it to him a second time, he looks at you but is not convinced. But if you 
repeat it to him for the third time, he begins to thiri that there is some- 
thing in it. And I hope by this* being repeated for the third time, ntf* 
Honourable friend will begin to think that what is being repeated is som^- 
fliing worth considering. The Honourable the Finance Member, Sir, said— 
I don’t mean to hurt his feelings. It is a matter of very great importame 
to my country and my people, and it js my duty to use the utmost power 
t)iat God has given me to place the facts before the Assembly in 
i&at may be the Govexmnent will jet rise to the occasion and to 
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3lhtfy by the people who have been entrusted to their cate. The Honoitf* 
dde the Finance Member said, Sir: 

** The Gold Standard system is expensive, and if it involves a large amount of gold 
in circulation, is not ideal. But this is the only alternative y^hioh points the way to 
an ideal solution. The expense of this alternative can, I think, be justiaed, if it is 
likely to lead on fairly ouickly to what 1 regard as the ideal system, an International 
Exchange Standard on tne lines laid down by the Genoa Conference of 1922.** 

And speaking under the head the gold standard the Honourable the Finance 
Member said further: — 

My personal view is that the cost involved in an immediate advance to the Gold 
Standard is worth incurring on two conditions. The first is that the extent of that 
cost is fully realised in aovance and the decision that it is worth facing is arrived 
at with reasonable unanimity by the Government and the people of India, and thw 
Government are not put in the position of appearing to force India to incur the charge 
without due consideration of such public opinion as exists on so technical a subject.*’ 

Them after saying that the scheme involved the possibility of a recurring 
cost 6f about Es. 165 lakhs a year during the first five years and about Rs. 112 
lakhs a year thereafter, he said : 

** It is, however, important to stress the fact that these figures repnssent maxima. 
The assumptions throughout have been deliberately made to err on the side of safety. 
There are reasons for thinking that the actual charges would be considerably less, 
and there are various possible methods, some of which are mentioned or indicated in* 
the memorandum, of reducing the liabilities.” 

Then, Sir, in the end the Finance Member said : 

** My conclusion is that it is reasonable to hope that the ultimate charge to annual 
revenue as the result of introducing the Gold Standard would be negligible, though we 
must be prepared to face n charge up to a maximum of two-thirds of a crore a year.” 

There was only one consideration which weighed against the scheme in the 
mind of the Finance Member as is shown by the following question and 
answer : 

” Gan the transition be effected without such a disturbance in the gold and silver 
markets of the world as will threaten or destroy the utility of gold as a standard of 
value? If the effect of a decision to attempt the change to gold in India is going to 
be to upset the gold standard in the United States of America or in Europe, India 
has dearly nothing to gain by making the attempt.” 

Now, I submit, Sir, this last is a consideration which should not have been 
given the weight which it was given by my Honourable friend the Finance 
Member. India's interest should not be subordinated to those of Europe 
or America. 

Now, Sir, the scheme which had been prepared by the Finance Mem- 
ber, Mr. Denning, and Mr. Me Watters was submitted to the Commission. 

g iey examined the scheme. They pointed out in paragraph 33 of the Report^ 
at under the scheme, the silver rupee would cease to be legal tender, 
except for small amounts, after a period during which it would have beCn. 
convertible into gold currency. It would involve also the attraction t<y 
India of a large additional amount of gold, required for currency and ther 
conversion of hoards. And they went on to give their reasons why the 
scheme should not be accepted. 

Now, Sir, I regret to think that the Government of India were not ablet 
to persuade the Oc^mission to give up their objections. They were noi 
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itble to satisfy the Commission that there were alternative proposals b; 
reasons of which the losses, the risks, the dangers which they apprehended, 
could be avoided. Now, Sir, there were two points which they were much 
concerned about. One was that £103 million of gold would be required for 
carrying out the scheme. The second was that certain countries outside 
India might be adversely affected by it. I submit, Sir, that the 103 
millions was not to be required all at once. It is distinctly stated in tbs 
scheme of the Finance Department that 

* * it may be assumed that about £15 millions of gold would be required at the t^e 
of initiation of stage (i), a further £35 millions within a year, and the remaining 
£13 millions over a period ox 10 years.** 

NoWf Sir, this was a matter in which the difficulties which the Commis- 
sion felt could easily have been removed, but unfortunately they did not 
do so. Many of us feel that if we accept the recommendations, a true gold 
standard with a gold currency will not be introduced in India. We think 
that that will be the result of the recommendations. And yet the Com- 
mission have expressed themselves in favour of the introduction of a true 
gold standard I That being the situation, the question before this House 
is what this House ought to do. The history of 120 years tells us that 
except for a short period the Government of India have b6en committed 
to a policy of a sfold standard and a gold currency, that from 1864 Finance 
Member after Finance Member of India with the exception of Mr.* James 
Wilson recommended the adoption of a gold standard and a gold currency 
as the right solution of the currency troubles of this country. 
We find. Sir, a very distressing state of things in con- 
nection with this question. The Government of India make their 
recommendation for the adoption of a gold standard and a gold currency. 
It goes to the Secretary of State. He turns it down. The Government 
of Ind’a appointed a Committee in 1866. It made recommendations 
for the adoption of a gold standard and the introduction of a gold currency. 
Thev sent the Heport up to the Secretary of State, but they did not send 
their own recommendations to him. We find that a Finance Member of 
the Government of India, Sir B’chard Temple, proposes measures for the 
introduction of a gold currency and a gold standard and almost gets them 
accepted. He resigns in April 1874, and in May 1874, his successor turns 
down the proposition and declares that the Government of India have 
abandoned the policy of having a gold standard for India. We find that 
between 1874 and 1892 the Government of India urge the adoption of a 
gold standard and alternatively of a system of bi-metallism. But they 
are not heard. Then, Sir, we come on to 1892, and we find that the 
Government of India still urge that a gold standard and a gold currency 
are the right solution of India’s currency troubles. They take a very im- 
portant step. Thev close the mints to the free coinage of silver and under 
the scheme they adopted, they put aside all the coinage charges, amount- 
iner to s'x annas in the rupee, with the deliberate object of building up a 
gold reserve to introduce a gold currency into India* This goes on for 20 
years and after 20 years the exchange difficulty still endures. During all 
this period, Sir^ India has suffered between 200 to 800 crores of 
Roughly speaking, over this exchange trouble* 

Mr. Presldeiitt The question is very important and the Honourable 
Pandit may take his own time after the recess. The House stands ludU 
joumed till a Quarter to Three. 

The Assenibly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to 0^ 

Clock. 



LBGlIiiiATIVE ABSBMBLT. 




[ 16 th Mar. 1627. 


v,?81ie Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three of wO 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Sir, I referred to the report of the 
bhamberlain Commission. I should like to go back to a little earlier 
period, with reference bofch to an opinion expressed by the Chamberlain 
Commission which I have quoted and also to an .opimon expressed before 
the Commission the report of which we are discussing. I would invite 
the attention of the House to the situation, the predicament in which India 
is placed. So long as a question of this iirtportance, such as the one be- 
fore us, is considered and decided solely with an eye to India’s interests, 
there is less danger of an error being committed than there is when in- 
terests othiT than those of India are given prominence. Vie know that 
the action taken by Prance, Germany and many other countries of Europe 
m thef seventies of the last century created a situation from which the 
Government India suffered enormously. During the years after 1872 
up to 1893 they struggled with many proposals and put forward many sug- 
gestions anl sfehemes for the consideration of the Secreta^ of State. 
But unfortunately the matter did not receive that attention which it 
deserved, Louis Mallet and Lord Eeay, y^^ho were delegatee for 
India to the conference of 1881, observed in their report: 

A common standard of value, at least between India and England, appears to be 
the only complete and permanent remedy for the inconveniences caused to India by the 
present state of things. The adoption of a silver standard being impossible, this, in 
theory, can only be attained by the introduction of the gold standard in India. The 
practical objections to this course are of a very ser’ous kind, but it is worthy of remark 
that they derive their force rather from the interests of England and other gold using 
ooontries than from those of India itself.*’ 

Similar was the complaint made by S'r David Barbour in the note which 
he attached to the report of the Gold and Silver Commission which re- 
ported in 1888. Sir David Barbour referred to the financial difficulties 
of the Government of India and made the following important observa- 
tions : 

» “ Nor can Great Britain divest herself of her responsibility in this matter by allow- 

ing the Indian Oovernmont to act as it may think best. The Government of India is 
oiuy another name for the agency whereby the administration of the Indian Empire 
is carried on by this country; the gold obligations which now constitute the difficulty 
of the Indian Government were incurred with the knowledge and approval of the English 
Government, and are very largely due to the connection between the two countries; 
jthe original impulse towards the mono-metallic gold standard from which have sprung 
the existing currency difficulties^ was given by England in 1816; it was strengthened by 
her suggestion, in connection with the International Monetary Conference of 1867, that 
France should adopt the single gold standard; and the interests of England and India 
are now so intimately connected that they ednnot be separated in a question of this 

' If Ghreat Britain cannot, with reference to her own p^ition and interests, take such 
st^s as will relieve India from the existing currency difficulties, justice requires thatr 
jbe deciding on any measure which India may be in a position to adopt in connection 
vfith the ^tlement of th.> question the interests of India alone should be considered,, 
but this course will neithei relieve Great Britain from her responsibility in the matter, 
qpr piK>tect her|from the consequences, direct and indirect, of further ourrenoy changes, 
or. of' changes in policy on the part of the Indian Government rendered necessary 
easing financial dwcolties.*' 
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They therefore pleaded, but pleaded iu vain, that the Govennnent of India 
should let them introduce a gold standard and a gpld currency. In a dea- 
Ipatch of 1892 Sir David Barbour, who was then the Finance Member, re- 
viewed the whole currency situation and said: 

^ It may, then, be taken for granted that with a gold standard the great bulk of 
the Indian currency must continue to be silver rupees, and that, for monetary punjMse^ 
there would ordinarily bo no considerable demand for gold coins in exchange for auvw. 
On the contrary, the demand for monetary purposes would rather be for suyer coins in 
exchange for gold coins. Gold coins would only, as a rule, be required in elxchaii^ 
for silver coins, when gold was required for hoarding, for exj^rt, or to be melted down 
for ornaments.” ^ 

The practical measures proposed by him were: 

“(1) The first measure would be the stoppage of the free coinage of silver : 

(2) The next measure would be to open the mints to the free coinage of gold. Axsf 
man bringing gold to the mints would be entitled to have it coined into gold coins, which 
would be legal tender to any amount. It would be desirable to stop the free coinage 
of silver some time before opening the mints to the free coinage of gold. ' 

The new gold coins might be a 10-rupee piece and a 20-rupee piece.” 

I submit, the words of the despatch in which the Government of India 
concluded their presentation of the case on the 2nd August 1892 are worth 
reproducing here: 

” It would, we submit, be wholly unreasonable if, in face of the calamities which 
are likely to come upon us in the future, and of the fact that our difficulties must 
continue until England and India have the same standard of value, Her Majesty’s 
Government were to prevent the Government of India from making an attempt to 
introduce a gold standard into this country on the ground of the actual or possible 
appreciation of gold, and were at the same time to refuse to support the proposal for 
ii general system of double legal tender, on the ground that there had been no apprecia- 
tion of gold in the past end that there was no likelihood of any such appreciation in 
the future. If Her Majesty’s Government are not prepared to, accept the proposals 
which we have advocated for more than ten years as the best remedy for our difficulties, 
we consider that they ought not now to refuse to let us adopt the only other remedy 
open to us, namely, the adoption of the same monetary standard as that of the country 
with which we have our most intimate financial and commercial relations, that 
standard being, as we understand, considered by Her Majesty’s Government to have 
worked so satisfactorily in England that they are not prepared to encourage any hope 
of a departure from its being approved by them.” 

This was the attitude of the Government of India in 1892, and having 
considered the whole of their representation the Government in England 
decided in 1893 that the mints should be closed to the free coinage of silver 
and that their aim should be to introduce a gold standard with a gold cur* 
rency in India. I have stated that the Government of India have from time 
to tirr^e consistently advocated the adoption of such a scheme, namely, a gold 
standard with a gold currency, and I submit that the objections Which 
were pointed out to that scheme were such that they could be got ov^. 
Those objections T have partly dealt with but I shall now place before 
House the definite concrete proposals which were put forward by some wit- 
nesses before the Eoyal Commission in this connection. Two of these 
witnesses, Professors Wadia and G. N. Joshi, both of Bombay, suggested 
an alternative scheme and that scheme would haye obviated the objectiott 
which has been raised against this scheme by the Commission and to tht 
scheme proposed by. the Government of India. They advocated thal^ 
there should be no further additions made in rupees or ^pee notes. They 
advocated that — 

\ ]^o fresh additioiii to the currency to be teade in rupees or rupee notee; im^ 

Editions (io^he tn <tbe form of geld doles or geU oertifioates. Thus 96 iimiiiidNt 
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MdittOn to the onrreney in the shape of gold coins will be necessaty nor Wilt it ha- 
Itooetsftry to convert the exieting stock of rupees into gold. 

So long as this country has not built up adecnaate gold reserves though we have - 
^eady substanti^ reserves to which additions can oe made from year to yenr with the - 
balance of trade in our favour — ^it is not necessary to make the existing token currency 
invertible into gold for internal purposes. 

A gold coin to be called the Mohur of the same fineness and| weight as the sovereim 
be made the sole standard coin of this country and a mint for the free coinage of gold 
to be established immediately. 

The relation of the rupee to the standard coin to be defined by law, preferably as 
16 to 1.*' 

Now, these very definite proposals got rid of the objections which were 
nused by the Commission and they were proposals which have received 
wide support in this country. Professors Shaw, Wadia» Joshi and Mr. 
Vakil have all laboured to press this upon the attention of the public and 
of the Government and of the Honourable Member. The Indian Cur- 
renoy League organised in Bombay has also definitely put forward the 
Banui suggestions and* it seems to me that the volume of evidence given 
before the Boyal Commission in support of this scheme is conside^^la. 
In view of these facts it seems to me to be a matter of very great regret 
that the Government have not seen their way to adopt the proposal of a i 
gold standard and gold currency. We are now face to face with this 
situation. As Sir Bichard Temple pointed out, every Finance Member 
from the fifties except the first Finance Member, Mr. James* has been 
in favour of a gold standard and gold currency. The Government of 
India have several times advocated this scheme and even put this forward' 
before the last Boyal Commission. They put forward a definite scheme 
for the introduction of a gold standard and gold currency. As against that 
we have the opinions of the members of the Commission whose report we 
are discussing. I submit thnt however nble some of these members may 
be, their qualifications were not such that their opinions should be given 
preference over the opinions of so many of the Finance Members of the 
Government of India and of so many other eminent members of the Gov*- 
emment who have written or spoken during the last 60 or 70 years on 
this question. I do not wish to discuss personalities but I only wish 
to point out with due respect that the members of the Boyal Commission 
are not entitled to greater weight than the Finance Members of the Gov- 
ernment of India extending over 6 to 7 decades. I submit when this 
matter comes up before the Assembly the Government ought to take that 
fact into account. The expressions of opinion of previous Finance Mem- 
bers up to the present Finance Member ought to have greater T^eight. 
Alongside of this we ought also to remember that the expressions of opinion 
of the Indian Currency League and the numerous petitions that have 
Qome before the Assembly also express the deep desire of the people to have 
Svgold standard and a gold currency. Many members of the Govern- 
ment have said that in the matter of currency it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to carry public opinion along with them, particularly conuner- 
dal public opinion. The Government ought therefore to agree to intro- 
duce a gold standard with a gold currency in India. 

Now, Sir, I hope that the matter wall still receive the consideration 
^ of the Honourable the Finance Member and his colleagues on 

the Executive Council. It has been said by the Honourable 
Finance Member that a more suitable opportunity for discussing this would^ 
be the other^ ^Sill which has to come before the House in August,^ 
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Because of the importance of the question and because of the 
seriousness with which the proposal has been made, 1 beg to point out 
that we are dealing with the Indian Coinage Act and that the question 
of what the coin should be &nd whether a new coin should be framed 
should find its proper place iii the Coinage Act. I wish here to drw 
attention to the provision of the Coinage Acts which have been passed in 
this country. Act XXIII of 1870 is the Indian Coinage Act. We find 
this provision there : 

“ The undermentioned gold coins only shall be coined at the Mint ; 

(1) A gold mohur or fifteen-rupee piece 

(2) A five-rupee piece equal to a third of a gold mohur 

(3) A ten-rupee piece equal to two-thirds of a gold mohur 

(4) A thirty-rupee piece or a doubh^ gold Mohur. 

The standard weight of the said gold mohur shall be one hundred and eightv graina - 
Troy, and its standard fineness shall be as follows : Eleven-twelfths, or one hundred 
and sixty-five grains, of fine gold, and one-twelfth, or fifteen grains, of alloy. 

The other gold coins shall be of proportionate weight and of the same fineness : 

Provided that, in the making of gold coins a remedy shall be allowed of an amount 
not exceeding two thousandths in weight and two thousandths in fineness.” 

That was in 1870. In the subsequent Act, the Act of 1906, I find that 
provisions relating to gold coin are embodied there and we come to tbo 
Act of 1918 and we find that the provision for coining gold mohurs waa 
introduced again in the Indian Coinage Act. We come next to the Indian 
Conage Act of 1920, No. XXXVI of 1920, where we find that the word 10 
was to be substituted for 15. The gold ordinance was also repealed by 
til at Act. I therefore submit that the present Act is the proper Act in 
\^hich the amendments which have been moved by my friend Mr. Kel- 
kar, Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya and Mr. Prakasam should be considered. I 
hope the Honourable the Finance Member will be good enough to accept 
th's view or to reconcile himself to it and help us in placing on the Statute- 
book a provision for the coining of a gold mohur and for the opening of 
a gold mint. Only one other remark I wish to make in this connection 
I have referred to the provisions in various enactments for the acceptsmee 
of sovereigns and half-sovereigns at Government treasuries in pa 3 rmont 
of public dues. That makes it clear that the Government of India has 
bv numerous of its Acts invited the people and encouraged them to adopt 
sovereigns and half-sovereigns as legal tender in the currency 
of the country. I have mentioned. Sir, that it is calculated 
that coins of the value of 200 crores^ — ^I am open to correction — are still 
in the possession of the people of this country. Now I ask, Sir, whe* 
iher it is at all fair, whether it is just, whether it is honourable, on the 
part of the Government to propose to demonetize sovereigns and half- 
sovereigns after they have, by their policy, pursued for at least 60 or 7(y 
years, if not longer, invited the people and encouraged them to accept 
gold sovereigns and half-sovereigns in the country^ I submit it is not. 
j therefore say that the honourable cour^^e for the Government to pursue 
iff to adhere by what they have done, to stand firmlv bv what their 
decessors have done, to stand by the pledges^ which their predecesffotti 
have given, to stand by the pledge which they gave to the people wheir 
they attempted to put aside the charges on the coinage of rupees in 18W 
vl^h the view definitely to introduce a gold standahl with a gold eni* 
rbnev. For these reasons, I support the auiendmenfr which my 
friend Mr. Kelkar has placed before this H<mse. 
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; Um Sonooiible Sir BasU BUokatt: Sir, I hopa the Eouse after the 
and hoi^s of l<5ag speeches that we have had ^Idll come to a oon- 
dusion on this matter quickly « I desire to make it perfectly plain at 
the outset that it is entiirely impossible at this stage for the Government 
to accept any of these amendments. In the second place, the rejection 
of them at this stage will not be and cannot be taken as an expression of 
the view of this House that it does not want or ought not to have a gold 
currency. Full opportunity will arise for the discussion of that import- 
ant question in connection with the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank 
. Bill. Pull opportunity will be given for the discussion of the question 
then and a decision not to incoiporate these amendments in this Bill now 
will simply be a decision that the House, does not desire to wreck this 
Bill by the incorporation of amendments which cannot find a place in 
it. There is a common feature in all these amendments and that is that 
the mints in India are thrown open to the coinage of gold, that is a mint 
has to coin any gold that is brought to it by the people. Now, I pannot 
understand how anybody in his senses can think that the putting of a 
elaiide of this sort on the Statute-book can hasten the securing by India 
of a gold currency. The Finance Department of the Government of 
India put before the Currency Commission a very carefully ^thought out 
scheme for the introduction by stages with full precautions at each stage 
of a gold standard, with eventually a gold currency. That scheme receiv- 
ed the fullest examination at the hands of the Currency Commission, and 
the Currency Commission have unanimously expressed the view that the 
risks involved in that scheme are so great that it would not be in India's 
interest to adopt it at the moment. In the place of that scheme the 
Cu^ency Commission have recommended a gold bullion standard and I 
believe that I have already said more than once in this House, but can 
Bay again, that if this House wants to proceed to the goal of a gold cur- 
'renoy in circulation in India the quickest method of arriving at that goal 
is to adopt the gold bullion standard. However, that question will como 
up for consideration on the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bill. Let 
ixs just see what would be invoked in the adaption of this half-baked 
scheme before us to-day. The Bill before us imposes on the Government 
the obligation to give sterling exchange in return for any rupees or any 
cmrency notes that may be presented to it in order that the stabilitv of 
exchange at the fixed ratio of Is. 6d, may be maintained. Now these 
fmendments propose that anvbodv who has gold may bring it to the 
Todian mint and have it coined into gold mohurs; that is to say, that 
enybody who likes to do so can present currency notes or rupees to the* 
Government of India and get sterling in exchange; with that sterling rnld 
vrill be bought and brought to India and coined into gold mohurs. The 
'tSi^jvemment, that is to sav, undertake the liability to convert an un- 
Kmited amount of the existing currency notes and rupees in India into 
grid at the fixed ratio of Is, fid. Any. attempt to adopt that system 
"Without the most careful preparation and without some agreement for 
ctediia in case of necessitv in England and America would immediately 
lead to a complete breakdown of the Indian currency svstem altop^ether, 
and within a year or more after wasting a great deal of money we should' 
find ourselves hank on the mono-metallic silver standard. If It is possible tor 
arrive at a ^i^old ourrenev for India it is riivipuslv onlv nossfble hv the 
cewfnllv irradiated stages with enormous precautions taken at 
^ each stage that the Government shall not be saddled with ah bbligaiacil 
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fio great as to smash the Indian currency system altogether. And yet^ 
m spite of the unanimous Beport of the Currency Commission^ we are 
asked to adopt in this Bill at this stage an anu ndment which will un* 
pose on the Government all these obligations, in one case within one 
year and in another case within, I think, 8 years, but without any of the 
precautions necessary to secure that the effort shall be a success^ The 
result could only be a further disaster to Indian currency and a great 
ioss of money for the time being. If we are to consider the question of 
the introduction of a gold currepcy, I submit to this House that it must 
be considered carefully in connection with the Gold Standard and Re* 
serve Bank-Bill, when full opportunities will arise for considering that 
question. To press the matter to a decision now is merely another 
method of wrecking this Bill and nothing else. So far from hastening the 
adoption of a gold standard, with or without a gold currency, in this 
country, it jeopardises the progress of the very carefully thought out 
schemes for the reform of the currency system which have been put 
before us by the Currency Commission which are already under the 
consideration of this House in the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank 
Bill. I submit, therefore, that to press these amendments at this 
moment cannot possibly be in the interests of the currency system of 
India and is a sure method of postponing even further the day on which 
the possibility of introducing h, gold currency will arise in this country. 
Now, last Friday, before Mr. Kelkar or Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya or Mr. 
Prakasam moved these amendments, I wrote to them all a letter which I 
will read: 

** T write to yon with reference to yonr amendments which raise the Question of 
the coinage of a gold mohur and the introduction of gold currency in rirculation. 
The Bill as it stands is intended to be a purely interim measure. The sovereign is 
at present nominally legal tender at two shillings bnt it has not in fact been in 
effective circulation since 1920. Clause 2 of the Bill proposes that it should be 
demonetised. The only alternative would be to monetise it at the n8\y ratio. If 
this is donq now, the whole question of the introduction of a gold bullion standard 
as proposed in the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bill is prejudiced. It would 
obviously be undesirable to monetise the sovereign at the new ratio now and then 
to demonetise it a few months hence in order to enable the gold bullion standard 
to be introduced. The Government propose therefore to demonetise the sovereign. 
This does not in any way prejudice the question whether the future currency system 
of India should .contain the gold sovereign or a gold mohur as part of the legal 
tender circulation of the country either as an element in the circulation, as it was 
before the war, or as a major factor in the circulation as is desired by those who 
want to see a gold currency introduced at once. AH these questions wiil come. ,ap 
for consideration on the Gold Standard and Beserve Bank Bill. The proposah df 
the Currency Commission and of the Government do not, it is true, contemplate a 
gold coin in circulation at present. But it is the desire of the Government that je/fi 
the possible alternatives should be fully discussed in the Committee on the Gold 
Standard and Reserve Bank Bill and by the Legislature whQn the Committee hu 
reported/* 

I then went on to ask them, in order to shorten the debate, whether 
they would not agree not to press those amendments, with the iresiilt 
that the House has listened to or not listened to. I do submit to 
House that we shSuld understand where we are. This Bill is meant to 
be a purely interim measure. (Mr, T. Prahasam : ** Will the Honoutable 
Member read the reply, given?'') The reply, the one I got from Mr. Praka* 
sain, was to the effect that he did not feel able to, agree to my proposal. 
The Bill is a purely interim measure. It is so drafted that it shall not^ 
any way prejudice* any of the questions, that Ttdll come up for Sii^uksijcm 
on the Gold Standard and Reserve Bahk Bill. Our object is to leav^k 
pekfectly clear fidd for discussion of those J^roposals on that Bill.' Tm 
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4SiAin features of this Bill are one to fix the ratio, as has already been 
<^iie in clause 4, and the othet is to provide for the receipt of gold by 
<he Government in the interim period. Clause 2 deals with the sove- 
M^ign. As I have said, since the sovereign was made legal tender at two 
shillings in 1920, it has not been effectively m circulation as coin, though 
-oao doubt there are a large number of sovereigns in India held as bullion 
If we were to make the sovereign legal tender now at 1«. 6d., we should 
prejudice the discussion of the gold bullion standard, because the Commission 
say quite definitely that if the gold bullion standard is to be introduced, the 
sovereign cannot be in circulation during the period of introduction. My 
friend. Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, has told us that while he does not 
altogether appreciate the reasons why the sovereign should be demone- 
tised in order to introduce a gold bullion standard, he is prepared to defer 
to the views of his colleagues. 1 do not ask that we should at this moment 
decide that question at all : what we propose is that, for the moment, the 
flovereign should be demonetised. The question will arise later whether 
dt should be monetised or not at 1«. 6d., or whether we should have a gold 
mohur, which after all would be a more convenient gold coin at la. 6d. ; 
a gold mohur slightly differing from the sovereign equal to say Bs. 15 
or Es. 20 or thereabouts would be a more convenient coin than the sove- 
reign at Bs. 13-5-4. Any question whether that gold coin should or should 
not be introduced is one which can come up for discussion on the Gold 
Standard and Beserve Bank Bill. If we make it legal tender at la. id. 
now», we definitely prejudice the discussion of a gold bullion standard on 
that Bill. 1 was prepared, in order to assist debate, to adopt another 
alternative, and that is simply to omit clause 2 altogether at this stage 
and leave the sovereign still nominally legal tender at Bs. 10. I'he 
•position would be rather absurd, considering that the rupee is worth. 
'Is. 6d., but I was given to understand that the view of Members of this 
House was that the demonetisation of the sovereign now was prejudicing 
the issue. If we left it exactly as it stands, the issue would from that 
point of view not be prejudiced at all, but I now understand that the 
proposal to leave out clause 2 is not entirely acceptable. If that is so, 
I should much prefer to see the clause adopted as it stands, because it will 
actually have the advantage that the Currency Offices will be able to accept 
^the sovereign as bullion at the equivalent of Is. fid. If the offer is not 
accepted, therefore, we must get back to the clause: and as I say, the 
object of this Bill as it stands, the whole Bill is to provide for the interim 
period pending the discussion and carrying into effect of the Gold Standard 
and Beserve Bank Bill. Nothing in the Bill as it stands to-day prejudices 
that discussion. These amendments which are actually under considera- 
tion at the moment would simply wreck the Bill. {An Honourable Mem^ 
her: ** How?") I have already explained; I cannot give the Honourable 
Member the intelligence to understand; I have already explained that the 
' effect would be to destroy the whole of our currency system altogether. 

Hr* Bam Narayan Singh (Ghota Nas^ur Division: Non-Muham- 
'in&dAi)) * I protest against those reifiarks, Sir. 

Hr* President: I think it is not right for one Member of this House to 
imgg^st that any other Member has no intelligence. 

The BononraUe Sir Basil Bladmtt: Sir, I readily withdraw, if I have 
(pven any offencjp. I did not know which Honourable Member it was that 
made the remark at the time. But •'I have already explained fully that 



tBl WBRIVQY mJU* 


2475 

we cannot accept these amendments at the present stage without com* 
.pletely destroying this Bill. The Currency Commission have, after care* 
fully considering a very carefully thought out scheme of introducing a gold 
currency with safeguards at every stage, come to the* conclusion that the 
risks involved are too great to make it desirable for India to adopt that 
scheme. We can discuss whether or not that is the case when we come 
to the Gold Standard Bill. But if at this stage we adopted a scheme for 
a ^Id currency with no safeguards, after the Beport of the Currency Com- 
mission, we should, 1 venture to suggest, be doing a thing which is not 
intelligent. I do appeal to the House to shorten the discussion on t his 
matter and. to allow the questions that do arise in this very important 
matter of the reform of our currency system to arise at a moment when 
4hey can be effectively discussed. We have had a long controversy over 
a particular question in connection with the reform of our currency. I 
have always regretted that controversy because it obscured the issues — and 
in this I entirely agree with Mr. Kelkar — the more important issues, in 
connection with the reform of the Indian currency system. If we are to 
succeed in arriving at a reform of the Indian currency system that will 
be for the benefit of India all round, good will is required, and I do ask 
that, now that our major controversy is finished, we should set ourselves 
now to work together to arrive at that reform of the currency system 
which will beet save India’s interests: and I do submit that an attempt 
to force on the Government a clause adopting a gold currency at this stagis 
oannot assist the reform of Indian currency. Sir, I oppose these amendments. 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member (Mr. Kelkar) wish to 
'say anything? 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar (^ombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 

1 wish to make a personal explanation, Sir. I am one of the three persons 
to whom the letter just read out to the House was addressed. I did not 
directly reply to that letter then, but since then I have been discusBiiig 
this question and even receiving enlightenment 

Mr. President: I am afraid I cannot allow the Honourable Member to 
make another speech. 

Mr, N. 0. Kelkar: I am going to read the answer. Is that not an 
explanation, Sir? 

Mr. President: The Finance Member made no suggestion against the 
Honourable Member. 

The Honouratde Sir Basil Blackett: I have not made any charge agiunst 
anybody at all. 

'Mr. J. M. Dunnett (Home Department: Nominated Official): I move 
that the question be now put. * 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor: Non- 
Muhammadan Bural) : Sir, whatever may be the authority of the Honourable 
the Finance Member on financial questions, I certainly can not accept him 
as an authority as to which question is relevant to which Bill. Sir, in ttdl 
form in which the present Bill hs^ been framed, I do consider th# 
amendment which has been brought before this House by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Kelkar and similar amendments which are also tabled by cm 
.Honourable friends Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya and Mr. Prakasam are suffi- 
ciently relevant to this Bill and less relevant to the other Bill wtucll be 
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|dM^) 08 es. Sir, it will be argtiing in n vicious circle if he were to say that 
iiria provision will not be in place so far as the present Bill is concerned 
and it may be considered better with reference to the Beserve Bank Bill ; 
and when we come to that, he could very easily say that the Preamble 
that is made to that Bill would not permit of any* such motion being put 
forward for minting of coins. I do therefore consider, Sir, that the amend- 
ment which has now been placed before this House by my Honourable 
friend is certainly in order and we are bound to consider it only on this 
occasion. 

Hr. President: Is that the Honourable Member's ruling? 

Mr, 0. Duralswamy Aiyangar: l am stating my opinion, Sir, A ruling 
has been given by you. The Honourable the Finance Member tried to 
raise this question even in the beginning and the Chair itself has given a 
ruling, but the Finance Member was trying now to question that ruling, 
fiuid I am therefore submitting to you .... 

I Mr. President: The Honourable Member has suggested nothing of the 
, kind. 

‘‘ Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: Then, Sir, I proceed only to place beforw 
this House a little message which I, on behalf of the laymen in tWs country, 
4 man in the street, has to place before this House. The Honourable the 
Pinance Member can certainly keep ^ay from this House at present 
because he will not be troubled with any technical questions to which, he 
will have to devote any part of his mind and therefore he is justly absent 
from this House. 

Sir, in this country, as ancient history and the still surviving relics 
prove, gold currency was the normal feature under the Indian rulers. We 
^e told that under the Indian rulers there were no less iJian 172 kinds of 
gold coins. Relics of them are now valued not by the gold contents thereof 
but by many times the same by numismatologists. The Rawatanki — the 
genuine type of it is worshipped in many a Hindu house and its sanctity is 
so great that its counterfeits have become very numerous. Shavar Kasi is 
valued for the purity of its gold contents. About fifty years ago, in the 
temple of Sri Balaji, of my place, coins known as Umamaheswara Mada. of 
,the value of three lakhs, were discovered underneath a very ancient building 
when a repair of it was taken up. The gold coin of Akbar is still valued as 
a charm. It is needless to multiply instances. With all this tradition of a 
gold currency, it was reserved for the East India Company in 1806 to declare 
that India was fit only for a mono-metallic sflver currency. The Company 
evidently discovered that when civilization was dawning upon their mother- 
land, the ancient civilization of India must be driven into a stage of senility 
and ought to put on silveiy hairs. Conquest is after all a slow and deceptive 
process. So the Court of Directors said in their Despatch of 1806: 

Although we are fully satisfied of the propriety of the silver rupee being the 
principal measure of value and the money of account, yet we are by no means 
deairous of checking the circulation of gold, but of establishing a gold coin on a 
principle fitted for general use.*' 

‘But this sympathy for the gold currency contemporaneously with their* 
'pet child the silver mono-metallic currency was so enthusiastically and 
honestly translated into action that it became quite easy in 1885 to intro- 
‘flttcc k sttttiltory provision to the effect : 

** IS'o gold coin shall henceforth be a legSl tender of payment in any of tbe 
'inrritories irf the Bast India Company.^ 
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Still there was some lingering life in the obstinate gold coins until in 1862 
;a proclamation was issued for the total suppression ot this species of cur- 
rency in this country. There ended the last chapter of India's anciei^t 
history. But the ghost of gold coins continued to haunt the commercial 
^orld as we find that in 1869 the Bengal Chamber of Conxmerce ahd the 
^'Native shroffs and merchants of Calcutta" desired to have the g^d co4n 
being admitted at least as a subsidiary coin. But between James Wilson, 
Hhe then Finance Member, the then ancestor of Sir Basil Blackett and 
the Secretary of State, the matter was easily disposed of with a few words 
of praise to gold in appreciation of its past services to India and the then 
services to England. Leaving alone the various stages of the struggle, wte 
find that after the advocacy of Sir Charles* Trevelyan, we had a recruit- 
ment of sovereigns from England and Australia by the notifications of 1864. 

* In spite of the successive recommendations of the Finance Members, the 
currents and cross-currents between India and Great Britain gave a death- 
blow to gold currency in 1874. Thereafter we find that gold was found to 
be a good tonic to all other countries except India. 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by Mr. 
Deputy President, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub.) 

It is profitless to pursue the currency policy of the Government any 
further. It may be relegated to the sphere of professors and students of 
colleges. There was no ghost of a chance for the gold coin to raise its 
Tiead against the rupee in this country. Professor Shirras says: 

“ India is a land of surprises, specially in the domain of finance. With the 
best intention in the world no Government could have carried out the Fowler 
('ornmittce’s recommendations in view of the invaluable experience of 1900. The 
rupee lould not be dethroned by gold : it had been coined for 380 years, and had 
been looked on not only as a suitable circulating medium but also an excellent store 
of value.'* 

Our foreign trade has all been with gold using countries. Still India had 
to take goods and for the balance silver in return for her exports. Natur- 
ally the ratio war has become a normal feature in the subsequent history 
of India. Leaving aside the various struggles which the Bupee has had 
to undergo in its trade relations with the happy countries of India's foreign 
markets, let us consider the present attempt at the resurrection of India's 
gold coin by its protagonists and the opposition they have to encounter. 
If the desire and power to settle a suitable form of currency were both 
centred in those whose sole interest is the welfare of this country the pro- 
blem will not be beset with serious difficulties. The best minds of 
the country can sit together and decide one way or the other. But un- 
fortunately for this country the power is in the hands of those whose in- 
terests are wedded to a far distant land and the manipulation of that power 
is BO dexterously effected as to entrap those whose interests ought other- 
wise to be solely guided by the welfctre of this country. The legal will of 
India submerges the moral will and still passes for its real will as have 
seen in the fate of the ratio question. With the aid of the "ancient 
household troops" and their "new recruits," as Edmund Burke would 
call the official and nominated votes of the House, the voice of the people 
through their elected representatives is drowned to death. If one stud^ 
the currency policy of the British in India alongside of their tariff poli^sy 
it will be clear how th6 silver came to be pinned to this countrv and^* all 
the void was transported to Great Britain. Hie vigour with which ^e 
manufactured articles were forced on this country and the import of Indi^ 
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into Qreat Britain was penaltsed and prohibited too in certain c^ea 
the year 1802 when the currency of India began to be tampered with, 
.^^poounts tor all the odamities of our gold currency. During those dtages 
when the balance of trade was in favour of Britain, India had to pay in* 
gold over and above the raw materials she contributed. British Mercan- 
tilism more than Imperialism has always been ruling our country. Thua 
in 1800, the import of merchandise from Great Britain to India was 
£1>428,659 which r^apidly rose to £6,028,162 within a period of forty years 
G800— -1840). In 1864-59 the exports to the United Kingdom came to- 
Bs. 8,78,23,998 whereas the imports from the United Kingdom amount- 
ed to: 


Up to 1844, the balance was in favour of India ... Rs. 12»09, 06,518 
In 1844-49 — ^Trade was at par ... ... ,, 8,78,23,998 


Excess in favour of the United Kingdom . >, 3,30,82,515 


Tljereafter it turned against India from 1852, until the raw products 
had their demand. 

Note, it was in 1862 that the proclamation against the acceptance of 
gold coins was promulgated and that it was in 1869 the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce and other merchants alarmed at the transportation of 
gold to United Kingdom clamoured for the gold coins being retained for 
subsidiary purposes at least. All that clamour was of no avail. Although, 
therefore, there has been year after year a large net import of gold partly 
in the shape of bullion and partly in the shape of foreign coins as trade 
returns, India could not use them for conversion into currency. Then, 
what follows? The imported gold is absorbed by the Government in a 
large measure and what goes into the country's absorption is all in the 
shape of gold bullion in the hands of the bullion-broker and if such gold 
is used for non-monetary purposes, it is the Government that forces it 
and is the chief abettor of the much condemned hoarding habit. 

Let us now turn to our present situation. The Royal Commission on 
Currency recommends to us what is known as the gold bullion standard 
which is in their view an effective gold standard without gold currency. 
In rejecting the scheme for a gold currency presented to them by the 
Finance Department of the Government of India, the Commissioners are 
obsessed by a super-ethical ultra-altruistic standard when they refer tt> 
the disastrous effects on other countries by India’s absorption of gold. 
Charity begins abroad — not at home. Other countries have to recoup 
their pre-war gold conditions and let us not compete with them. This is 
their argument. 

Tien they begin to discredit the ctetimate of requirements carefully 
prepOTcd by the Finance Department and anticipate untold fears even to 
the extent "ot expecting very bad years for Indian exports. It is said that 
there will be a sudden rush for gold coins to replace both the rupees and 
the notes. The Commissioners apprehend the danger of reducing the 
due proportion of gold and sterling secuidties in the Reserve to gross note 
eitouluiiou durmg the transitional period. They caimot reconcile them- 
i^vqg to the view that the g(Ad in currency might promote greater con- 
fidence in the people, might bring out even the hoarded gold into a system 
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of banking and investment. Their next attention is towards the patron- 
agjB of silver and the avoidance of the depreciation of silver ar^ would not 
tAst to the sjrfeguards provided against it by the scheme itself. Heup 
comes their plea for the poorer classes who hoard silver in the shape of 
jewels. Then a plea for China and her international trade, then a w<H!d 
for the silver market of the United States and so on dispose of the scheme 
for the gold currency with a fatal blow.' But the greatest crime of India 
is supposed to be in the habit of hoarding and non-monetary use of gold“ 
an argument which' applies equally to silver. Say the Eoyal Commis- 
sioners : 

The habit of hoarding the precious metals became ingrained in India through 
centuries of war and rapine, and has persisted under British rule in spite of security 
of property and the introduction of improved currency and banking facilities.'* 

They finish the theme by the emphatic sentence: 

** It must not circulate at first and it need not circulate ever.*’ 

Considering the vicissitudes through which India has been passing for over 
a century and a half and more particularly under the very British domina- 
tion on whose behalf a claim is made for improved currency and banking 
facilities. I feel that the habit of hoarding has far from being a crime been 
an act of prudence. A country which passed through a rapid succession of 
foreign conquests, a country which has been subjected to foreign domina- 
tion which has for over a cc'iitury not been abb' ('it her to entertain or create 
a trust* but which on the other hand has in all its phases, civil and mili- 
tary alike, been jiropping up feeling of continuous distrust cannot be ex- 
pected to do otherwise than hoard up a part of its w^ealth, such part as 
cannot be invested in immovable property. Under the revenue system of 
this Government there is no sense of securitv created even in an invest- 
ment in lands. What with the never-to-be-forgotten-and-ever-to-be 
remembered scandal of the Arbuthnot fraud in the Madras Presidency, 
what with the frauds and failures of several Banks, everything has been 
contributing only to demonstrate the wisdom of the hoarding habit. The 
eccentricities and the frivolities of the currency policy, the location of 
and tho tampering with the gold reserve have only added to the stability 
of the habit After all the knowm and unknown, visible and invisible 
processes of depletion of India's wealth, if India can still boast of some 
wealth the credit must be laid only at the door of the holding habit. 
The gold in jewels has been the domestic reserve of families which came 
to rescue when the families came to ruins- What is known in Hindu Law 
as ‘‘the Stridhanam jewels " has been the saving angel of many a ruined 
family. The almost forced custom of presenting protected jewels or mohur 
to the bride helped her to protect her children when the husbandir 
died in an impoverished condition. This donxestic reserve has also helped 
the enhanced efforts of the male members of a family to make further 
earnings to keep the family going without touching the reserve. Even 
this habit is now dying out in relation to gold, as in the richer families the 
precious stones and pearls whichl promote circulation of coins are super- 
seding the large portion of domestic gold reserve as I call it and bringing 
gold to its irreducible minimum requisite for keeping the stones or pearls 
together in some .shiq^e. 

But let m take leave of t^e Indian wdmen and their partiality for 
jewols and as]^ of the wide world which is the c^untty that does not hoaM 
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Bome fraotion of its coinage or precious metal in some shape or other 
inclusive of jewels. What is the value of gold locked up in the Crown 
Jewels to start at the tops? 

Then, again, are nOt European ladies running after jewels in forms 
even cruder than those adopted by the Indian women? 

Mr. P. B. Eaigh (Bombay : Nominated Official) : Sir, is the Honour- 
able Member in order in discussing this extremely interesting question 
about jewe'^i? 

Mr. Deputy President: Well, of course he is in order. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: The making and remaking of jewels 
have been employing the goldsmiths of this country. But what about 

freely discharged crores of India which have left our shores leaving 
Jiuge buildings on our heritage, as in this New City? 

I have it from the authority of my Honourable friend Mr. Kelkgy 
i;hat in some quarters we are accused of the grave crime of using gold for 
medicinal purposes. I am not aware if it is seriously urged by any one 
with his licad on his shoulders. I know that gold plays an important 
part as the best tonic in the Ayurvedic system. But the quality absorb- 
ed by the medicine is so small both as to its requirements as well as to 
its inaccessibility to the common folk that no serious argument can be* 
built on it. But to the extent that the medicinal requirements do de- 
mand a quantum of gold that cannot be denied to a country whose medi- 
cal science has proved its efficacy and has not been impeached even by 
<those who consider it their sacred duty to supply opium for medicinal 
and scientific purposes. 

I maintain that the Koyal Commissioners erred egregiously in arro- 
gating to themselves a superior wisdom when they condemn the witnesses 
before them in the following terms : 

** The widespread desire for it which was expressed to us by so many witnesses 
in India appeared to be induced to some extent by the idea that gold was the most 
advanced form of currency and that other nations had long denied to India a privilege 
which they enjoyed and highly valued themselves.” 

The establishment of a gold standard in Great Britain commenced a 
few years after the demonetization of gold coin in this country and for 
over a century, right up to the War, the other countries have been indulg- 
ing in gold currency and if after the ravages of war they have not gone 
back to the old order of things, it is certainly not because of any change 
in the angle of their monetary vision but because the recoupment has not 
fully taken place yet. The’ Eoyal CkBnmdssioners after citing the ex- 
timples of Great Britain and the United States as they are to-day pro- 
*ceed to remark: 

” Some hifth authorities have expcffs^d the view that the circulation of gold is 
beginning to be regarded as a sign of a backward civilization.” 

•r ^ T 

It i? evidently some fox of Great Britain which after losing its tail 
has come out to preach the bliss of beins; without a tail. But let me 
TOake it a text for a crude theory which I sometimea try to formulate in 
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my own mind in moments of inanition. Let me make my proposals on 

this text: ui- v.- 

(1) The League of Nations must take up the question of establishing 
a flat systdm of currency for all the countries that make up the League; 

(2) The size, the fineness, and the value of the coins must be the 
same in all countries distinguished only by the name of the coun ry an 
the insignia of its sovereign; 

(8) The metal chosen must be the basest metal with safeguards 
against counterfeit — say cupro-nickel alloy; 

(4) Let both the precious metals, gold and silver, be released from^ 
currency and grouped under the commercial commodities for non-mone-- 
taiy purposes like diamonds, rubies, emeralds, etc. 

Will this system satisfy the advanced civilization? I hope it will, 
rather, it must. 

Sir, let me return to the main road and not proceed further on this . 
by-path. Is it correct to say, I ask, that after tlif Wav at leasi the 
I'nited Kingdom has abandoned its love for gold in circulation as the 
Eoyal Commissioners assert? The Cunliffe Committee on Cuirency and: 
Foreign Exchsinges says: 

“ While the obligation to pay both Bank of England notes and currency notes' 
in gold on demand should, in our judgment, be maintained, it is not necessary for 
the maintenance of an effective gold standard, nor do we think it desirable, that 
there should be an early resumption of the internal circulation of gold coin.” 

Mark the word ''resumption.'* Is it the mentality of that advanced 
civilization which will spurn the gold coin in circulation? 

Yet, our Royal Commissioners dictate to us: **It must not circulate, 
at first and it need not circulate ever,** 

To add to this the Commission says: 

“ The termination of the anomalous provision by which one form of note, the. 
paper note, is convertible by law into another form, the 'silver note, is an essential 
step in Indian currency reform which must be taken sooner or later.” 

Compare with this the recommendation of the Cunliffe Committee : 

” If necessary, however, the circulation of gold coin could be prevented by 
making th 1 notes convertible at the discretion of the Bank of England either intoi 
such coin or into bar gold, though for our own part we should prefer to maintain the 
right of the noteholder to receive payment in gold coin and to trust to the informaT 
steps suggested above to prevent gold from flowing into internal circulation.” 

What then is the weakness in our currency that necessitates a provision 
for non-convertibility of notes into rupees? Let me quote the words of the: 
Commission : 

” It entails keeping in the currency reserve for purposes of internal convwtibi- 
lity a large stock of silver which for external purposes is of little value 

For the rest I consider paragraph 69 of the Report to be a bundle of in- 
consistencies or unstable views — hope my friend Sir Furshotamdaa 
Thakurdas will parJion me for saying it — as to what form of cunrenoy is 
best suited for this country. A careful perusal of the Report must lead to 
but one conclusion, namely, that gold currency is quite as suited to India, 
as to any other country. Writing in 1921 Professor Shah said ; 

“ It is more than a year since this chapter was written. The author still keept 
to his main obntention that the only true and effective remedy is to introduce a fuiU, 
honest gold standard and gold currency atti place it— by legislative sanction— 
b'^nd th^ tinkering of all amateur financiers . 
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[Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar.] 

Another question that arises in a, de novo introduction of gold currency 
is the one of resources of gold supply. That is a question which will 
arise not exactly under the scheme suggested by the present motion but 
under the scheme submitted to and rejected by the Eoyal Commission. 
Even there the Commission was not justified in rejecting the proposal on 
the ground of cost and resources. The annual output of gold^ from the 
hitherto discovered mines of India has been 2^ per cent, of the world’s 
production. Even that enterprise was purely a foreign private concern 
and was confined to the Mysore territory — ^the Kolar Gold fields — and all 
that gold was transported to the London Mint : 

** In 1902 the Government of India informed the Secretary of State that tie 
Chief Mining Companies had made arrangements to sell their gold in London and 
they "WTere doubtful whether any terms that could be offered, with a due regard to 
the interests of Government, would induce them at an early date to alter those 
arrangements and to bring their gold to the Bombay Mint.” 

What a plausible plea for not getting Indian gold to an Indian Mint! 

bas this Government made any research into the gold yielding mines 
of India? The Government of India has been a mere drone exploiting 
the surface gold of India and not the gold imbedded deep under the earth. 
In the pre-British days when gold currency prevailed in this country where 
was all the gold coming from? 

On the whole, Sir, the objections of the Currency Commission to the in- 
troduction of gold currency la/re not convincing, at anv rate to a layman like 
myself. It is to be regretted that Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas in his 
anxiety to run up to the ratio question made but a summary disposal of 
the gold currency in his minute of dissent 

Mr. Deputy President: Order, order. We are not discussing the Eeport 
of the Currency Commission. The Honourable Member should confine 
himself to the issue. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: I am only placing before this House the 
high ' authorities which prescribed a gold currency as the best standard in 
this country and how the Commissioners were not justified in throwing 
away that suggestion. 


I am therefore unable to appreciate his agreement with the conclusion 
of the majority while disagreeing with their reasons. He says : 

** In the first nlacp I do not believe that the introduetion of a gold currency car 
jeopardise the note circulation, except perhaps at the outset, when popular curiosity 
may oro«tf e certain amount of demand, for gold currency, such curiositv, however, 
would only small in extent and temporarv in duration Instead of the replace- 
,ment of notes bv gold currencv. as apprehended, the ready convertibility Pf notes 
into gold will, if nnythincr, increase the confidence of the people in paper currency 
and to that extent promote its circulation further. In the second place, T canned 
agree with the observation that the mere act of putting gold ^nto circulation would 
not develop the banking and investment habit in India. I agree with Sir Basil 
31f^okett when he sidd ‘ the introduction of gold into circulation, although it is a 
wasteipl and expensive system, is necessary in Indian conditions to inspire confi- 
dence irt the people and provide the stimulus which is badly needed for invest- 
ment and the banking habit in India 

After these observations on the main objections, it is difficult to under- 
stand how one can agree with the decision of the majority. If nof Indian 
conditions, what other country's conditions are we concerned with? If the 



THB OURBBNOY BILL. 


2S8S 


^old currency will promote the faith in the paper currency, will promote 
the banking and investment habits of the people, why is it discarded unless 
you do not want these benefits to accrue? 

Sir, the Eoyal Commission has recommended in place of the' gold cur- 
rency a gold bullion standard with the virtues of which they are immensely, 
^enamoured. Let us see what that scheme means to the common man 
whatever it may convey to experts. There may bo imposed a statutory 
obligation on the currency authority to buy and sell gold without limit and 
without regard to purposes in quantities of not less than 400 fine ounces. 

other words the Currency Authority will be the wholesale marketwallah 
of gold bullion and the retail dealers will still be the shroff who with his 
middleman **s profits will sell gold to those who want to purchase lesser 
quantities. To the shroff the value of one tola will be Es. 21-3-10 but to 
the retail purchaser it is Es. 23 odd. If a retail purchaser gets gold at 
an enhanced value and then finds no use for it, he will have to reconvert 
the same into current coins at a considerable loss as he will have to sell 
at Es. 21-3-10 per tola what he purchased at Es. 23 odd.^ This is the 
sens'e of security that the scheme of the Currency Commission creates in 
the value of silver or paper rupees under its blessed scheme. They add : 

** It is essential, therefore, that the conditions which are to govern tlie sale of 
gold should be so framed as to free it in normal circumstances from the task Of 
supplying ^old for non-monetary purposes.** 

Paragraph 64 of the Eeport begins with the defunction of a sound gold 
standard and ends with a half-sound doctrine for India: 

** A sound gold standard postulates a statutory obligation upon the currency 
authority to buy and sell gold at a price equivalent to the par value of the mone- 
tary unit This obligation constitutes the cardinal condition and compelling force 
for the nismtenance of monetary stability in relation to gold and through gold, in 
relation to all monetary systems similarly linked to gold or gold exchanges.*’ 

A half-sound doctrine of buying gold and selling gold exchange is applicable 
to India because India’s demand for gold is not confined to monetary pur- 
poses. I wish I were armed with the authority to search the houses of 
the Members of the Commission and bring out all the gold hoarded for non- 
monetary purposes. There is no denying the fact that if only the people 
are guaranteed a free gold in currency the coins will not be absorbed, in 
any reokonablo measure, by non-monetary uses. Experience even in this 
Kjountry shows how the people were freely passing from hand to hand the 
sovereigns in the place of fifteen rupees. Even in my own limited sphere 
I can bear personal testimony to having received my fees from clients in 
the -shape of sovereigns. 

(1) Gold currency will create greater confidence in the currencv policy 
of the Government. 

(2) Gold currency will create greater trading facilities both internally 
and externally. 

(3) Gold currency will certainly improve the banking and investment 
liabits of the people. 

(4) Even if it be sentimental, gold currency will rsdse India in the 
mate of the world's great nationB. 

J6) Gold currency will induce even the foreigners in India to retidin 
^heir earnings of exploitation much longer in this country than at presei)^. 
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JMr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar.] 

Sir, I am not a believer in the doctrine of popularity of currency bo 
far as this country is concerned. It is all idle talk that one form of 
currency is popular and another is unpopular. The Indian currency system 
has been nothing but a show of a cinema film. A rupee note to-day 
and that disappears ; A two and a half rupee note to-morrow and that goes 
out: Eight anna nickel and that retires; the 10 rupee sovereign; the 15 
rupee sovereign — ever so many scenes come and pass. My countrymen, 
Sir, have become quite tame and docile. Anything is popular. Put a lion 
in a cage, starve it for a week, then it relishes grass. Grass thei^ 
becomes popular with the lion, though its craving for its own appropriate 
food may still lurk. So also, Sir, youir notes, your nickel are all popular 
though we have still a lurking desire for the restoration of our gold coins. 
Popularity in its true sense implies the existence of a free volition. A 
free fcvill and a capacity to act up to it in a nation are necessary ingredients 
in the connotation of the term “popularity*'. Do we possess these? No, 
why then speak of popularity? Force anything on us and we are b imd 
to take it. Take the case of our old friend, the one rupee note wl» is 
shortly to revisit us : Did not even a rural oil-monger receive it, tie it 
in his cloth, soak it in the oil and still love it? Did not a road repairing 
oooHe receive it for his wages and besmear it with mud to make it fire* 
proof? Necessity or inevitability is the mother of popularity. 

Sir, the motion of my Honourable friend Mr. Kelkar relieves the Gov- 
ernment of the necessity of any programme expenditure for the 
^ introduction of gold currency as he aims at a gradual realization 

of gold currency which will keep good company with the gradual attainment 
of responsible self-government. He makes it the duty of the people to pro- 
vide their own gold and wants only a little christening or namakaranam in a 
Boyal Mint in Bombay, not even Poona. I will ask for a branch in Madras 
as Honourable Membete may be informed that just as in Delhi there is a 
Parliament Street without a Parliament, there is a Mint Street in Madras 
without a Mint. People will take their gold^ to these mints, get them 
coined and these coins will flow into circulation. This scheme is in no 
way inconsistent with the sale and purchase of gold exchange and gold 
bullion and will be even a complement to it. Shall we then have a 
Mohur? Sir Basil Blackett says “ No, not now.“. He says: 

“ The place for i?old in this system is in the reserves. When and if the time 
bom.»s for the introduction of a gold currency in India and the conversion of the 
gold bullion standard into a gold currency standard, it wil! in any case probably 
prove preferable to mint a special gold coin, say. a gold mohur of twenty rupees 
rather than to retain as legal tender a coin which represents a very inconvenient 
fraction in terms of rupees ”, 

The inconvenient fraction is his own creation. However he will ask to 
depend on “ when and if.”. Sir, let us try and have a “ now ” by 
supporting Mr. Kelkar. 

(Several Honourable Members : “ Let the question, be now put.”). 

Six Purshotemdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants Chamber: Indian 
Commerce): I did not expect to take part in this discussion, Hut tho 
Honourable the Finance Member has referred to my opinion in the Com- 
mission s Eeport so far as demonetisation of the sovereign is concerned. 
In order to make it clear I will read the paragraph in which I recorded’ 
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xny viewB regarding the demonetisation of the sovereign in my minute of 
dissent, — ^which is a fairly short paragraph, and I hope in fairness to my 
view you will allow me to read out that paragraph to the House. 

My colleagues regard the demonetisation of the sovereign and the half soverelgir 
as a necessary part of that standard (that is, the bullion standard). The sovereign 
and tlie half sovereign are the only ^Id coins legally current in India since 18%.^ 
I regret that I am unable to appreciate the necessity of this recommendation. I am 
n6t aware that any other countries, with a gold standard and a central bank as the 
currency authority, have found it necessary to demonetise their gold coin. Indeed, 
several witnesses in London have expressed doubts whether either England or 
America would be prepared even to consider the adoption of such a course. Bat ,aa 
nine of my colleagues are convinced of the necessity of demonetising the sovereign 
and the half sovereign as essential to the establishment of a gold bullion standard, I 
am prepared to view with diffidence my inability to see eye to eye with them, and 
do not press my objection beyond recording my own opinion.** 

I do not think I need say anything more. I still stick to this opinion 
that I cannot appreciate the necessity of demonetization of the sovereign.. 
And the way in which the Government have carried on their operations 
as regards the currency policy 'since I signed my minute of dissent makes 
me confirmed in my apprehension that the demonetisation of the sovereign 
is not only not necessary but that the Assembly would be badly advised 
if they agreed to the demonetisation of it. 

The Honourable the Finance Member quoted, or rather read out to the 
House a letter addressed by him to three Members of this House. My 
Honourable friend Mr. Kelkar has put in my hands copy of a letter which 
he sent to the Finance Department, or rather to Mr. A. Ayyangar of the 
Finance Department. It is pertinent to the question before the House and 
I hope that as the Honourable the Finance Member has read his letter to 
these three Members, in fairness to Mr. Kelkar you will allow me to read 
the reply of Mr. Kelkar. 

Mr. Deputy President; I am afraid I cannot allow the Honourable 
Member to read a letter written by another Member especially when the 
Honourable Member who wrote that letter is himself present in the House. 

Sir Purdiotamdas Thakurdas: I fully see that. Sir. But as my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Kelkar has no right of reply .... 

Mr. Deputy President: I have already expressed my opinion on the* 
point. 

Slf Purdio^das Thakurdas: The result, of course, would be that my 
Honourable iBricnd Mr. Kelkar cannot have his reply on record, because the 
Honourable the Finance Member read his letter to Mr. Kelkar after Mr. 
Kelkar had spoken. But I bow to your decision. The Honourable the 
Finance Member said that he thought that the strength with which the 
question of a gold standard and gold currency was being pressed befare- 
the House betrayed an effort in the direction of wrecking the Bill. I do 
not know if this remark is justified and I do not wish to speak for any 
other Members in this House, — but I can assure the Finance Member and' 
all the other Members on the Treasury Benches that there is nothing more 
remote from my mind than any question of wrecking the Bill. If the 
Finance Member wishes to pass it, I am sure that even my Honourable 
friends on this side of the House will agree with me that, if he submite 
the Bill with the ratio at 1«. 6d., he will not find any objection except 
that we are bound to record our own dissent. 

But I cannot help being surprised at the way in which the Honouiablo 
the Finance Member has offered a compromise, as he put it, as fair aa 
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' [Sir Forshotamdas Thakurdas.] 

the demonetisation of the sovereign is concerned. He suggests that he 
^ould be prepTared to withdraw clause 2 of the Bill which provides for 
demonetisation of the sovereign which would be considered at the Simla 
Session. The withdrawing of clause 2 of the Bill would mean this. In 
the Indian Coinage Act of 1906, section 11, the rate for the sovereign 
is Bs. 10 per sovereign. When the exchange is fixed or approved of b^ 
this House at la. 6d. to the rupee, if you leave Bs. 10 to the sovereign 
in the Statute, would it not mean that this Assembly for all practical 
purposes puts itself in on absolutely illogical position and approves of the 
practical demonetisation of the sovereign, because at the exchange rate 
•of la. 6d. the value of the sovereign according to law must be Bs. 18-5-4? 
I feel that in offering such a compromise to the House the Honourable 
the Finance Member may be said to be trying to give th§ House an extra- 
ordinarily bad lead. Let him frankly say that he wants this House either 
directly or indirectly to approve of demonetisation, if not by Statute, at 
least m practice. But to say that here is a compromise which anybody 
who imderstands the subject could agree to, is something that I am very 
much surprised to hear. 

{Severail Honourable Membera : “ Let the question be now put.*'.) 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is that the question be now put. 


The Assembly divided : 

(While the Division was proceeding, Mr. Deputy President vacated the 
Chair, which was resumed by Mr. President). 

AYES— 60. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Abdul Matin Chauclhury, Maulvi. 
Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada 
Ahmed, Mr, K. 

Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince 
A. M, M. 

Allison, Mr. P. W. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, KEan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayyangar, Mr. V. K. A. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Rao Bahadur Narasimhai 
Gopalaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A 
Goatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G, 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, MV. J. M. 

'STjaz Rasul Khan, Raja Muhammad. 
Ghhlsm Kadir KEan Didchan, Mr. 
W. M. P. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. 
Graham, Mr L. 

Greehfleld, Mr. H. C. 

Haicrh, Mr. P. B. 

Hezleft, Mr. ,T. 

Howell,' Mr. E. B. 

’Hnwnain ShsE. Sayyed. 

Fvder, Dr. T 4 . K, 

Innes. The Honnurable Sir Charles. 
*l^ail Khan, 1^. 


Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
SardMT. 

Kabul Si^h Bahadur, Risaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Kikabhai Premchand, Mr. 

Lindsay, Sir Darcy. 

Macphail, The Rev. Dr. E. M. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. - 
Sardar. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Neogv, Mr. K. C. 

Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rajan BnkhsK Shah, KEan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Ran, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Roy, Mr. K, O. 

Rov, Sir Ganen. 

Rnthnaswamrv, Mr. M. 

Shah Nawaz. Mian Mohammad. 

Sfnuh, Rai Bahadur 8 . N. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Svkes, Mr. H F. 

TnnWnson. Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 
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NOES-60. 

Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi, Mr. 


Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. G. Duraiswamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangaswami. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 
BWgava, Pandit Thakur Daa. 
Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukham. 
Da^ Pandit Nilakantha. 

Du£t) Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Brish Chandra. 
Goswami, Mr. T. C. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 
Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 
Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagin Venkata. 
Kelkar, Mr. N C. 

Khin Maung, U. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 
Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhirendra 
Kanta 

La;ppat Rai, Lala. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 


Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maum 
Sayyid. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Pandya, Mr. Vidya Sagar. 
Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 

Rahim tulla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 
Rananjaya Singh, Kumar. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S 
Sarda, ]^i Sahib Harbilas. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Shafee, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Shervani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya* Prasad. 

Singh, Mr Narayan Prasad. 

S'ngh. Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 

Sinha, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 

Tok Kvi, U. 

Vishindas. Mr. Harchandrai. 


The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The original question was: 

“ That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill.** 

Smce which an amendment* has been moved by Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya* 
with such alterations embodied therein as are necessitated by the decision of 


*** That after clause 1 of the Bill the following new clause be inserted and the 
subsequent clauses be renumbered accordingly : 

‘ 2. (7) In the Indian Coinage Act, 1906, after section 3 the following new section 
be inserted and the subsequent sections be renumbered accordingly : 


‘ Gold Coinage, 

4. (1) The following gold coins shall he coined at the Mint for issue under the 
authority of the Governor General in Council, namely ; 

{a) a gold mohur to he called the * Sircar Mohur *. 

(6) a half -mohur. 

{8) The standard weight of * Sircar Mohurs * shall be 125 ’27447 grains Troy and its 
standard fineness shall be as follows, namely, eleven-twelfths or 115*0016 grains of 
fine gold and one-twelfth ot 10*27287 grains of alloy. 

(^) The other gold coins shall be of proportionate weight of the same fineness : 

Provided that in the making of gold coins, a remedy shall be allowed of an amodtlt 
not exceeding the following, namely : 


Sircar Mohur 
Half-Mohur 


Remedy 

in 

weight. 

Five- 

thousandths. 


Remedy 

in 

finenesi^ 
Two- ' 
thousandth^. 



I.B0I8J:.AaTV9 Aa8BMBI.Y. 


[16th Mab. 192T. 


[Mr. President.] 

tiiia Assembly on the ratio question. The question I have to put is that 
that amendment be made- 


Dimensions and Designs. 

(4) The Governor General in Oouncil may, by notification in the Gazette of India, 

(a) direct the coining and issuing of all coins referred to in this section, and 
(5) determine the dimensions of, and design for, such gold coins. 

(5) Provisions regarding Diminished, Defaced and Counterfeit Coins referred to and 
contained in any of the sections numbers 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 and supplemental Pro- 
visions referred to or contained in any of the sections 21, 22 and 23 for the silver or 
nickel coins shall apply in the same way to the Sircar Gold Mohurs and to the same' 
extent as applicable to the coins referred to in those several and respective sections. 

{6) person who tenders at any time to the Governor General in Council, at 
the o£^ce of the Master of the Mint or at the Imperifil Bank of India at their Head 
Offices at Madras, Bombay and Calcutta or at any other place notified in this behalf by 
the Governor General in Council m the Gazette of India, fine gold and pays seigniorage 
to cover minting charges, according to a scale to be notified in the Government Gazette, 
shall be entitled to receive : « 

Sircar Mohurs or half-Mohurs proportionate to the gold tendered at the rate of 
113*0016 grains of fine gold per Mohur and at the rate of 56*5008 graina 
of fine gold per half-Mohur respectively. 

(7) The Sircar Mohur and half-Mohur shall be a full legal tender in payment or om 
account : 

Provided that the coin^ 

(a) has not lost in weight so as to be more than *05 per cent, below standard 

weight, and 

(b) has not been defaced. 

t 

{8) The silver rupee specified in section 4 shall be a legal tender in payment or on 
accounts for any sum not exceeding one hundred rupees at the rate of (three-fortieths) 
of a Sircar Mohur : 


Provided that the above provisions shall not come into operation until such date aa 
the Governor General in Council may direct in this behalf ; 

Provided also that such date shall not be later than 1st July, 1935. 

(9) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 12 in the Indian Coinage Acf, 
1906, the Governor General in Council may, by notification in the Gazette of India, 
call in with effect from such date as may be specified in the notification, any silver 
coin of whatever date or denomination referred to in any of the sections 12 or sub- 
•ections (a) and (b) of section 15 (1) of the Indian Coinage Act, 1906, including tho 
rup^e and hdf-ruptt referred to in sub-section (1) of section 12, and on and from the 
date so specified such coin shall cease to be a legal tender save at a Government currency 
office ; 


Provided that such date shall not be later than Ist July, 1935 : 

Provided bk6 that such coin shall continue to be a legal tender also at Government 
veasuries until the wpiring of such further period, not less than 24 months, as the 
Governor General in Council may fix by the notification 
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‘The Assembly divided: 

AYE8-60. 

Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi, Mr. 


Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. 0. Duraiswamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangaswami. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. S. Sesha. 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Ohetty, Mr. B. K. Shanmukhavi. 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 

Goswami, Mr. T. G. 

"Gout, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 
Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 
Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 
Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

ICnnzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhirendra 
Kanta. 

Tjftipat Rai. Lai a. 

Mfllaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 
Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 


Misra^ Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S^. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maalvi 
Sayyid. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neo^, Mr. K. 0. 

Pandya, Mr. Vidya Sagar. 
Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 
Rahimtulla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 
Rananjaya Singh, Kumar. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Sarda, 'ReA Sahib Harbilas. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, yhf 
Bahadur. 

Shafee, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Shervani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

S ngh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand 
Sinha, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 

Tok Kyi, U. 

Vishindas, Mr. Harchandrai. 


NOES-60. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian 
Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 
Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir ^ahibz.ida 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince 
A. M. M. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayyangar, Mr. V. K. A. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Rao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J, W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A- 
Coatman. Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan. Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

E’jaz Rasul Khan, Raja Muhammad. 
Gbazanfar Ali Khan, Raia. 

■Ghulam Kadir Kha,n Dakhan, Mr. 
W. M. P. 

Gidnev, Lieut. -Colonel H. A J. 
Graham, Mr. L. 

Greenfield, Mr. H. C. 

HaiVh, Mr. P. R. 

Hezleft, Mr. T. 

Fnwell, Mr. E. B. 

Fn^SAin Shah. S«yyed. 

Kvder, Dr. Jm K, 

Innes., The Hononr»We S?r Charles. 

The motion was negatiyed. 


ismaii jvhan, Mr. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Risaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung, U. 

Kikabhai Premchand, Mr. 

Lindsaiy, Sir Darcy. 

Macphail, The Rev. Dr. M. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupepdra 
Nath. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut • 
Sardar. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A, L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadnr M. 0. 

Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Rao, Mr. Q. Sarvotham. 

Ran, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Roy, Mr. K. 0. 

Roy, Sir Ganen. 

I^fhnaswamy, Mr. M. 

SnaE Nawaz, Mian Mohammad, 
wngh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Snhrawnrdy, Dr. A. 

Bvkee, Mr. E. F. 

T''nkin8on. Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Young, Mr. Q. M. 



mo 




[16th Mab. 1027» 


Mt« Prafldent: Order, order. The original question was: 

That clause 2 do stand part of the BilL" 

Since >whk^ an amendment’*' has been mov^ by Mr. N. C. Kelkar, which 
etaiida as amendment No. 14 on the paper with alteratibns Embodying 
^ decision of the Assembly on the ratio question. 

The queetaon I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

The Assembly divided; 


AyES--49. 


Acharya^ Mr. M. EL 
Aiyangar, Mr. G. Duraiswamy. 
Anoy, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K, V. Bangaswami. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. 8. Sesha 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Ohetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukham. 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 

Ooswami; Mr. T. C. 

Gk>ifr, Sir Hari^ Singh. 

Qulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 
Iyengar, Mr. A. Bangaswami. 
Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

JayaKar, Mr. M. B. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 
Kelkar, Mr. N. C, 

ICidwai, Mr. Bah Ahmad. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 
rLahiri Chaudhury, Mr Dhirendra 
Kanta. 

Lajpat Bai, Lala. 

MiUaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 
Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 


Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheh Babi^or, Maolvl 
Sayyid. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 

Pandya, Mr. Vi^a Sagar. 

Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Furshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 
BahimtuUa, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 
Bananjaya Singh, Kumar. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Sarda, 1^\ Sahib Herbil^s. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Shafee, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Shervani, Mr. T. A. K. 

Singh, Mr, Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Smgh, Mr. Bam Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 

Sinha, Mr. Amhika Prasad. 

Tok Kvi, U. 

Vishindas, Mr Harchandrai. 


*** That after clause ** of the Bill the following new clause be inserted and the 
subsequent clauses he renumbered accordingly : 

* 2. In the Indian Coinage Act, 1906, after section 3 the following new section 
shall be inserted and the subsequent sections shall he renumbered accord- 
ingly : 

• Gold Coinage. 

{!) The mint shall coin a gold Mohur containing 123 ’27447 grains troy of gold 
ll-12ths fine. 

(£) Any person who tenders at any time to the Governor General in Council, 
at the Office of the Master of the Mint or at any Government Treasury 
or the Imperial Bank or any of its branches or at any other place notified 
in this behalf by the Governor General in Council in the Gazette of India, 
fine gold and pays seigniorage to cover minting charges, according to a 
scale to he notified in the Government Gazette, shall he entitled to receive 
gold Mohurs proportionate to the amount of gold tendered, at the l*aUf 
of 13*22 X 8*47512 ssi 113*0016 grains of fine gold per Mohiur. 

{S) The gold Mohur shall he a full legal tender in payment or on account, pro- 
vided that the coin (u) has not lost in weight so as to be piore than *05 
per cent, below the standard weight and has not been deface^. 

(4) In the making of the gold Mohur, a remedy shall he aHowed of an amount 
not exceeding 5,000th8 in weight and 2,000th8 in fineness : 

Prqvided tl^t above pjov’*sions shall not come into operation until such 
date the Governor General in Council may direct in this ^half. 

Provided also that such date shall not be later than Ist March, 1028 
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NOi;s-6a 

Abdul Aziz, B^an Bahadur Mian. 

Abdul Qaiyw, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmed, Imr. Vi, 

Ahram Snsaain Bahadur, Prince 
A. M. M. 

Allison, Mr. P. W. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob 0. 

Ashrafnddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayyangar, Mr. V. K. A. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Bao Bahadur Narasimha 
^pidaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Coatman, Mir. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

E’jaz Rasul Khan, Raja Muhammad. 
Ghazanfar . AH Khan, Raia. 

Ghulani Kadir Khan Dakhan, Mr. 

W. M, P. 

Qidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. 

Graham, Mr L 
Greenfield, Mr. H. C. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

TTnwell, Mr E. B 
Hu‘‘Sain Shah. Sayyed 
Hvder, Dr. L. K. 

Tones, The Honourable Sir Charles. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 


Jowahir Stngh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, i^dar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung, U. 

Kikabhai Premchand, Mr. 

Lindsay, Sir Darcy. 

Macphail, The Revd. Dr. E. M. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupandra. 
Nath. 

Moore^ Mr. Arthur. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Muhammad Nawaz Kban, Lieut.* 
Sardar. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Natique, Maulvi A. H. 

Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Rau, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Roy, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Sir Ganen. 

Rufhnaswamjy, Mr. M. 

SbaR Nawaz, Mian MoHammad. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Sykes, Mr. B P 
Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Wllhon, Sir Walter. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


The motion was negatived/ 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Sir, may I make a request in con- 
nection with the meeting of the Assembly on Saturday. As you know^ 
Sir, there are two holidays for the Holi .... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Pandit might make the suggestion 
when the Chair is about to adjourn the House. 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Thank you, Sir. 

Mr. President: The next amendment that I propose to take up is 
amendment No. 17 on the paper, which is the same as amendments 
Nos. 18, 19, 20 and 21. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot: Non-Muhammadan Rural): Sir, I move: 


That for clause 2 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely : 

* 2. In the Indian Coinage Act, 1906, section 11, for the word * ten ’ the word 
/ ' fifteen ’ be substituted 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member cannot substitute the word 
‘‘fifteen**. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmakham Ohetty: 1 beg your pardon, Sir— that the 
words ‘Rupees thirteen, annas five, pies four* be substituted.’* 


Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to amend clause 11 of the Indian Cojni^e 
Act. Under clause 11 of the Indian Comage Act sovereigns and hiSlf 
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^ |34ir. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty.] 

4M>vareii7ns are, legal tender at the rate of Es. 10 per sovereign. Now that 
We have changed the ratio to la. 6d. per rupee, the logicd sequexice of 
that would be that sovereigns and half sovereigns Will be legal liender at 
the rate of Bs. 18-6-4 per sovereign. Having reduced the value of the 
sovereign from Es. 16 to Bs. 13-5-4, Government want to demonetise this 
coin altogether and enact that the sovereigns and half sovereigns cannot 
rciroulate as legal tender money, llie provision of the Bill is based upon 
the recommendation of the Eoyal Commission contained in paragraph 65 
of their Eeport. The Eeport contains many bald, dogmatic statements 
(Hear, hear), and the baldest and the most dogmatic of all the statements 
ia contained in paragraph 65 of the Eeport. The Commissioners observe : 

** The obligatibn to sell gold bars for all purposes makes it impossible to have any 
gold coin as legal tender." 

This statement is not substantiated by any arguments. The posit’on of 
the Currency Authority will no doubt be jeopardised if they are asked to 
•gSvvOI gold coins or if the mints are asked to coin the gold that the public 
might bring. But I cannot understand how the position of, the Currency 
Authority will be jeopardised if the gold coins which the people have got 
already in their hands are allowed to c'rculate as legal tender money. In the 
Statement of Objects and Seasons appended to the Bill, Sir Basil Blackett 
says: 

" These gold coins must be demonetised in order to enable a real gold bullion standard 
to be established." 

There again you search in vain for any argument to substantiate the 
statement. ‘‘These gold coins,'' he says, “must bo demonetised in order 
to enable a real gold bullion standard to be established." How the cir- 
culation of these coins as legal tender money in the hands of the public 
will jeopardise the gold bullion standard has not been mentioned in sup- 
port of the statement that has been made. I maintain that to allow the 
gold coins which are already in the hands of the public to circulate as 
legal tender will not in the least jeopardise the gold bullion standard. If 
an obligatdou is imposed upon the Currency Aiithority to give gold coins 
in exchange for currency or if there is an obligation imposed upon the 
mint to coin the gold bullion that might be taken to the mint, then cer- 
tainly the gold bullion standard will be jeopardised. The gold bullion 
standard that we are seeking to establish in our country is in effect a 
•copy of the gold bullion standard which had been established in England 
in 1925 I carefully read the Gold Standard Act of 1925 which brought 
into existence this new system in England, and I do not find in that Act 
any provision to demonetise the sovereigns and half-sovereigns in England. 
Sir, if the circulation of sovereigns as legal tender money would jeopar- 
dise the gdld bullion standard, may I ask why England when it went over 
to a gold bullion standard did not demonetise the sovereign and half-sover- 
eigns cirou'lating in that country? 

I know the argument that might possibly be advanced from the other 
side. It might be something like this. When the toH buH'cn standard 
is ncfoMi'shed and when the ohli<ration is imposed upon the Currency 
Authoritv to sell gold in exchange for currenev, then to the extent that 
sovereigns might come out and circulate as legal tender monev, other 
currency to the Treasurv and there mav be a deitiand for gold 

bullion. Even conceding for a moment that there is some force in this 
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argument, I cannot see, how this.diflSioult^ would arise at the present 
moment. In the Bill that is now before the House there is no obligation 
imposed upon the Currency Authority to sell gold at all; there is only the 
obligation to sell gold exchange. Even if the difficulty that is appre- 
hended by the Government is real, tb*' difficulty would arise onl^ when 
the obligation to sell gold is imposed iipon the Currency Authority. I 
therefore maintain that at this stage it is not necessarv to demonetise the 
sovereigns. When the Reserve Bank Bill comes up, in which the obliga- 
tion is imposed upon the Currency Authority to sell gold in exchange for 
currency, then it would be time enough for us to consider whether the 
existence of sovereigns as legal tender money will jeopardise the obli^ar 
tion imposed upon the Reserve Bank to sell gold. Until then I mwn- 
tain, this question and this difficulty do not arise. Sir. the real object 
that underlies this proposal seems to nn(e to be the desire on the part of 
the Government to make the people forget that the gold sovereigns in 
their hands which were worth Rs. 15 per sovereign have to-day been con- 
verted to a coin worth Rs. 13-5-4. By right given by Statute any person 
can tender the sovereign in payment of his debts. Having reduced the 
value of the sovereign in his hands, Government want now to take a 
further step and enact that even this sovereign in his hand cannot circu- 
late as legal tender money. T maintain it is a most unwarranted and an 
unjust step. I would be told that this would not inflict any real hard- 
ship upon those who have got sovereigns in their hands, because sovereigns 
would under any circumstances be token at their bullion value by the 
treasuries. But coins which must necessarily have lost a certain per- 
centage of their weight while in circulation, may not as bullion fetch the 
same price as their legal tender value. It would be unjust and unfair to 
subject the holders of the sovereigns to this loss It is estimated that 
about 200 crores worth of sovereigns are in this country at the present 
and it will be a great hardship on those who have these 200 crores worth 
of sovereigns to say that no more will these coins bo legal tender and that 
they will have only their bullion value Sir, T do not know whether the 
Honourable the Finance Member will again get up and confuse the issue 
and confuse the House by trotting out that this proposal will jeopardise 
the whole Bill, that it will wreck the whole Bill I know that it is this 
threat that he gave that influenced some at least in the voting that took 
place in the last two divisions. I do appeal to Honourable Members not 
to he misled by this threat. I challenge the Honourable Member to prove 
intelligently, not by making any dogmatic statements, how demonetising 
sovereigns is an essential part of the Bill that is now before the House. 
When we attempted to introduce a gold standard and a gold currency, 
the Honourable Member got up in his place and said that the proper time 
to consider these proposals would be when the Reserve Bank Bill is con- 
sidered. Now I put it to him, that the proper time to consider this pro- 
posal of his would be when the Reserve Bank Bill is taken into considera- 
tion. The present Bill attempts to fix the rupee ratio and it also contains 
provisions to enable the Government to maintain the ratio at Is. fld., and 
I ask him to convince us how demonetisation of the sovereign and half- 
sovereign is an essential step in that direction. I maintain that it is not, 
and I appeal to Honoural^ Members not to be led away by these dog- 
mfitio statements, but to realise that it is a most unwarranted and imjust 
step to tell the people who have got sovereigns in their hands that these 
coins will circulate no more as legal tender and that they would have on^ 
their bullion value. I do hope, Bir, that Honourable Membeps 'wfl] 
realise the justice of my amendment and support the same. * 
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[16th Mae. 1927* 

Eonoarable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, we have already ta a large 
extwt anticipated the discussion on this amendment. 1 explained to the 
House that the object of the Bill now before us is to cover the interim 
period before the Gold Standard and Keserve Banh«Bill comes into opera- 
tion. The sovereign is at present legal tender at Es. 10 to the sovereign. 
That is at the 2-shiIling ratio. Mr. Chetty s proposal is that we should now 
make it legal tender at Is. 6d. at Es. 18-6-4. The effect of that would be 
not only to risk this Bill but to make it very doubtful if it was worth the 
while of the Government to go on with the Gold Standard and Eeserve 
Bax^ Bill because it would definitely prejudice an issue which comes up 
again on the Eeserve Bank Bill. {An Honourable Member: ‘'How?*’) 
This actual clause reappears in the Eeserve Bank Bill and that will be the 
time to decide finally whether or not is desirable that the sovereign should 
circulate as leged tender as part of our currency system. Mr. Chetty says : 
Why not make it legal tender now and decide on the Gold Standard Bill 
whether or not it is to remain legal tender? I put it to Mr. Chetty that 
that is an impossible proposal. If the House is to make all these sovereigns 
— ^the number that he speaks of — ^legal tender at the present moment at the 
new ratio, it is quite impossible that the House should after that suddenly 
take away the legal tender character from them It is quite a differeni 
thing to take away the legal tender character from a coin which is not ir 
fact in actual circulation at all, which has not circulated for seven years 
It is quite another thing, after having given it a legal tender charaetei 
now, to take away that legal tender character 5 or 6 months hence. The 
matter is perfectly open to the House to decide in connection with the 
Q-old Standard and Eeserve Bank Bill. If they leave it for decision then, 
the whole question is then open to them. If they pass this amendment 
now, they prejudice the whole discussion of that Gold Standard Bill. I 
shall be perfectly prepared to argue on the Gold Standard Bill the reasons 
for demonetisation of the sovereign. They are memy, and Mr. Chetty, I 
observed, accused the Commission of not giving them, but they devoted a 
whole long paragraph to them. I do not however at present desire in any 
way to prejudice this question even by expressing an opinion on it, but I 
desire to keep the matter open for discussion and decision in connection 
with the Gold Standard and Eeserve Bank Bill, and there are only two 
means of doing that. One is to accept the Government’s proposal. The 
other is the suggestion that I put before that, if the House really thinks 
that it is preju<Ucmg the issue by accepting the Government proposal, it 
should leave the clause in the Coinage Act as it stands at present. As I 
said, it is a compromise that I dislike because it makes the whole thing an 
absurdity, because it leaves the sovereign at two shillings when the effective 
value of the sovereign will be at the rate of Is. 6d. to the rupee. I explain- 
ed at the time that it is a compromise. I have no desire for it. I merely 
desire to show the House that my object was not to prejudice any discussion 
that n^ay ensue on the Gold Standard Bill I have no desire to suggest 
that compromise again. I should prefer the Government's proposal which 
has this great advantage that the House and the Government are both 
anxious that the Currency Authority should get as much gold into its 
possession as it can with a view to progress in our currency reform. And if 
the sovereign is still legal tender at two shillings it would be rather difficult 
for the Currency Authority to accept it. Under this proposal, sovereigns can 
be accepted by the Currency Authority and can be added to the gold reserve. 

I ask the House, in Mr. Chetty 's words, not to be misled by his suggestion 
that this proposal of his will not damage ^he Government’s Bill and I desire 
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to point out what is still worse, that it will seriously jeopardise the reform 
of the Currency system which we all have at heart. 

Mr. Prestdent: Mr. Kelkar. Is the Honourable Member going to take 
long? 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar: No, about ten minutes. Sir, 1 will not repeat the 
arguments that have already been adduced by my friend, Mr. Ohetty. The 
first argument that I wish to adduce on this point is this, that off and on 
the sovereign has been legal tender, that is, for the space of a century, 
and we are now out according to this proposal to demonetise it and, as I 
guess, permanently andf for ever. To show that the sovereign has been, 
with us for the space of a century, I will just quote a few dates. In 1885, 
the first attempt was made to demonetise the sovereign but that remained 
inoperative. Tie sovereign still abided. In 1841 treasuries were again 
ordered to receive gold coins at Es. 16. The sovereign and gold mohur 
were of the same weight, fineness, etc., and they remained two parallel 
coins. In 1866, gold coin was again demonetised as there were large dis- 
coveries of gold about that time. In 1864, treasuries were again allowed to 
receive gold sovereigns at Es. 10-4 as. per sovereign. And now was the 
turn of silver to be cheap. In 1878, the Government of India proposed to 
make sovereigns legal tender, but the Secretary of State for India refused to 
do so. In 1893 the Government of India after the Herschell Commission 
made the sovereign legal tender at Es. 16 for the limited purpose of pay- 
ments to be made to Government. In 1898 the Fowler Commission recom- 
mended sovereigns to be made legal tender. From 1898 to 1920 the 
sovereign was at Es. 16. From 1920 to 1926, the sovereign was legal tender, 
but only at Es. 10. Of course, there was no obligation upon Govern- 
ment to sell sovereigns. And now for the first time there is a proposal to 
demonetise the sovereign. Then we are on the other hand asking for a 
gold standard and gold currency. This, I say, is to all appearances blast- 
ing the very hopes which we have been entertaining in our minds. I must 
make it clear that if I got my mohur, an Indian coin for India, then I 
would not necessarily have sovereigns; and even when we put different 
amendments, it should be observed, and it must have been observed, that 
the different amendments were put for both the gold mohur and the 
sovereign only for this purpose that, if one was lost, the other might be 
won. There was no intention at least on my part to ask Government to 
keep two parallel gold coins in India. But I would certainly insist, I 
would never cease to insist, that at least one gold coin do remain in India 
as a current coin and legal tender. Therefore,* as I said, these hopes are 
being blasted ; and if there is progress it is progress in the direction of the 
tail. It is reaction, not progress. The sovereigns have remained with us 
for the space of a century at least, in one of the three conditions, either as 
full legal tender, or as legal tender so far as payments due to Government 
were concerned, or at any rate at its bullion value. Now, the advantages 
of having a sovereign are these. In the first place it is a very popular coin. 
It is more convenient to export and import sovereigns than gold and to 
settle payments in sovereigns. Sovereigns again are cheaper to bring firom 
Australia because India happens to be on the way from Australia to 
England, and therefore we can always depend upon the full supply of 
sovereigns for India. And ageun, the ^ .sovereign is — say this on good 
authority — ^fast becoming an international gold coin par excellence far 
beyond the bounds of the British Empire; and we are here being depti^d 
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of a coin which a great Bombay uierchant once described as the cement 
of the Empire. You are taking away the cement of the Empire. 

Now, let US for a moment briefly consider the reasons that have been 
adduced by the Commission in their Eeport for demonetising the sovereign. 
What the Commission suggested was this. Obligation was to be imposed 
on Government to sell gold bars for all purposes internally or externally. 
That was tlie intention of the Commission. That was the wgument. When 
the Commission proposed to demonetise the sovereign it should be remem- 
bered, and it is of great importance, that tlie Commission had in its mind 
this provision, narnelN, the obligation upon Government to sell gold both 
for external as well as internal purposes. What does the Bill do? It cuts 
at one of the options given by the Commission. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May I interrupt the Honourable 
Member? The Gold Standard and Eeserve' Bank Bill exactly fulfils the 
suggestion of the Currency Commissi^). If tht^ Honourable Member ds 
referring to the absence of the word “ gold “ gold or currency ** — ^in 
clause 6, I may inform him here and now that if he desires to re-inserf 
that, I should have no objection. 

Mr. H. 0. Kelkar: When we come to that. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Quite 

Mr. N, 0. Kelkar: We are coming to that clause now. point was 
that there has been a departure from the original conditions and the 
Finance Member was, in my opinion, not justified in cutting out the 
sovereign Taking the*, gold bullion and sovereign together, I think it is 
obvious that from the point of vii‘w of convenience, gold coin is much 
better than gold bullion, 1 cannot really se(‘ how odds and ends of gold 
or chips that ma\ be giv(*n to us by Governmeni, say io-morrow or at 
the period of maturit\ , for gold certificate's — will be very helpful to' the 
people. People will certainly prefer coins in flio place of these bits of 
gold. The Commission say that there is no inconvenience as the sovereign 
has been practically already demoneiised as the legal value of the sovereign 
was only Bs. 10. We have raised if to Bs 13-5-4 If its lower 
value was an argument against demonetisation that argument has now 
ceased. Then again, when il was at Bs. 10, you never demonetised it. 
Why did not do it? You saw for yourself that it was a useless coin. 
Nobody would do any transactions with the coin. That was obvious. 
That was apparent. And yet Government did not take any steps to de- 
monetise the gold coin then. Now that it has risen in value from Es. 10 
to Bs. 13-5-4, you are proceeding to demonetise it. If it remained legal 
tender at a certain value when the exchange was 2a., certainly there is 
greater reason that it should bo allowed to remain a legal tender when it 
has risen in value. It has been said again by the Commission that the 
sovereign is a mere shadow. What is the substance? The gold bullion 
standard and the gold standard that is coming When gold convertibility, 
absolute and even for internal purposes, will be established, then only will 
the Indian people begin to realise the true basis of the stability of their 
currency. Th^re is no stability at all for the present. In the meanwMc, 
the sovereign should be allowed to remain as it is- It will help and not 
binder the jjossibility anv more than before of the Indian people realising 
the true basis of the stability of currency. This basis is gold by admission. 
Admittedlv it is gold. The soverein^i^ whenever seen or handled will be 
a reminder of the idea of this basis. Why lose it then? When you want 



Tim CURRENCY BILL. 


2397 


to remind people oE the basis of the stability namely, gold, then you had 
better give them greater opportunities of handling a cpin which will re- 
mind them now and then of the gold basis of our currencyl I have already 
st^ated that the sovereign is regarded as something that will bind together 
the Empire. Also, it has a recognised place in the currency for a long 
time both in England and in India, ,and 1 might say this also, that we on 
this side, we in India, have tried to appreciate the sovereign while Gov- 
ernment have tried to depreciate the sovereign. And now when they tiy 
to demonetise it, I warn them that it would be economic treason to elimS- 
natu the sovereign from the currency constitution. 

(Several Honourable Members then moved that the question be put, 
and several other Honourabh' IVlenibers rose to speak.) 

Mr. President: T think T bad b(‘li(‘r adjourn the House if other Hon- 
ourable Members wish to speak. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I do appeal to you, Sir, to finish 

1h.is clause this evening. 

Hr. President: I am willing to sit long. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Kohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Mu- 
hammadan Eural) : I may say, Sir, that the Mussalmans who are now 
observing Ramzan cannot sit any longer after 5 p.m. 

Mr. President: The Chair is in a very difficult pos,ition. There is the 
Finance Member on the one hand wanting to get through this clause. 
On the other band, there are other Honourable Members who desire to 
sf)cak, and there is also the closure moved. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Onlv two gentlemen have spoken till now. T would 
suggest that we should sit late. 

Mr. President: If the House has no objection I am prepared to sit late. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I would suggest, Sir, that you 
should accept closure. This matter has be(*n fully discussed. 

Mr. President: I am afraid I cannot acc(*pt closure at this stage on an 
important question like this. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman (Home Member): If the 
(’hair is not prepared to nc'ctqjt closure I think there is nothing else to do 
but to adjourn now. 

Mr. President; I mu prepared to adjouni tlie meeting now. 

(Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya then rose to speak.) 

Mr. President: I understand the Honourable Member wants to make 
a stiggestion that th(*re should he uo sitting on Saturclay. I should like to 
have the views of the Government 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: 1 should be very glad to 
speak on the matter- 1 thank >ou for giving me an opportunity to do 
so. The position is well known <o tlie House. I myself notoriously do 
not like a sitting on Saturda\. I may say 1 have a groat antipathy to it. 
But I must confess that I feel some smpri&e that the suggestions should 
be made that tli's House should not sit on Saturday. We are now at 
least two days behind our time even with this Bill. Government business 
is Ml an extremely congested condition and I can see no prospect of this 
Session being brought to a close unless w;e sit continuously and steadily 
on Government business on all available days including Saturday. Thelre 
are at 'least two days* Government business which are already behind 
time. This House has now beern dealing with Ibis Bill for 3 days. . t*. 
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The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: 4 days. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddixnan: Four days and has not 

quite done two clauses. I therefore very earnestly request you, Sir, to 
order a sitting on Saturday. 

Pandit Ma dan Mohan Malaviya: Sir, it as very unusual for any of us 
on this side to suggest that the Assembly should not sit on a particular 
day. As you are aware, Sir, the Assembly very seldom sits on Satikrdays. 
This time it happens that there are two days, Holi holidays, and people 
have to go to their homes. It is a very special occasion with many people 
and they want to go to their homes- Therefore they have made engage- 
ments, partly of a religious character and parti v of a social charac- 
ter 

Mr. President: Which Members? 

^ Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I am speaking of the Hindu Mem- 
bers. This is a special occasion which occurs after a very long time and 
in view of the fact that we are willing to sit even during the night, ijf 
need be, I hope that you will kindly consider this as a very special occa- 
sion and I hope that my Honourable friend the Home Member will also 
very kindly agree to this request for the special reasons made on a special 
occasion. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Siir, I regret I cannot take 
the view of my Honourable friend He refers to the fact that there are 
two gazett^ holidays. I may point out to him that the House is not 
already sitting for two days ' 1 believe I am correct in saying that the festival 
in question is one w^hich carries only one holiday in the Punjab. This 
House is not sitting on two days already and in view of the state of Gov- 
ernment business, very reluctantly I am unable to agree with my Honour- 
able friend. It would give me great pleasure to agree with him. 
Though I have no religiious duties, I should be very glad to have some rest 
from continuous attendance in this House -which is a trial equally to 
oflBcial Members as it is to non-otficial Members. If I oppose this re- 
quest it is merely in the interests of the disposal of public business. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: May I be allowed to make a statement? There 
is a general desire amongst the Hindu Members in my Party that there 
should be no sitting on Satdrday on this important occasion. Whatev(‘r 
the gazetted holidays may be, Saturday having never been considered 
as a day on which this House sits, people have committed themselves to 
engagements and they will find it very inconvenient to cancel those en- 
gagements- Therefore I support my Honourable friend. Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, in his request that you may be pleased to have no 
sitting on Saturday next. {Some Honourable Members : We can sit 

on Sunday.'') 

Mr. Preiddent: Honourable Members must be prepared to sit the 
whole of the next week, all the six days. (Several Honourable Members : 
“Yes.") And they must also be prepared to sit a day or two in the week 
after next (Several Honourable Members: “Yes"), if necessary. It is 
on that understanding that I adjourn this House till Monday momintf, at 
11 o'clock. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 
gist March, 1927. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, Slat March, 1927. 


'Aie Assembly met in tho Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
■at Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

CfiEATION OK SePAUATK DIVISIONAL AND SESSIONS CoUBTS IN HaKAMA 
AND the’ MaEDAN SrB-DiVISION OP THE PeSHAWaR DISTRICT. 


966. *Nswab Sir Sabibzada Abdul Qaiyum: Will Government be pleased 
to state : 

(a) If the North-West Frontier Province administration have been 

appointing for some time past additional officers to help the 
Sessions and Divisional Judge of Peshawar and Hstzara in the 
disposal of his heavy judicial work and, if so, since when and 
how many additional officers there are at present? * 

(b) What is the number of civil appeals now pending in that court 

for disposal? 

(o) What is the average disposal per month of each officer of these 
appeals and what is the average number of appeals admitted 
in this court each month? 

(d) Have Government made any inquiries as to whether that 
officer will ever be abli^ to cope with his heavy civil and 
criminal work without additional help — if not, do they pro- 
pose to do so and if necessary to establish separate Sessions 
and Divisional Courts in Hazara and the Mardan sub-division 
of the Peshawar District? 

Hr. E. B. Howell: (a) An additional Divisional and Sessions Judge has 
been appointed permanently since December 1018. A third Judge is 
appointed from time to time when the state of the pending cause list 
renders it necessary. The appointment of such third Judge has now been 
sanctioned as a temporary measure until 31 st March 1927. 

(b) 366. 


(c) The average disposals are 26 per mensem by each officer and the 
average institutions in Court ^ 58 per mensem. 

The ,two judges should be able to cope with the work with occa- 
__ hplp. Courts in the Hazara District and Mardan sub- 

<ilivision of the r^hawar l^trict are nojt'considey^d' necessary. 

( 2S99 ) 
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Cbbation of a Second Divisional and Sessions Court fob the 
Kohat^ Bannu and Deba Ismail Khan Districts. 

966. ^Nawab Sir Sahlbzada Abdul Qaiyuxn: 'Will Government be pleased 
to state: 

(a) If an Additional Sessions and Divisional Judge has been appoint- 

ed to help in clearing the arrears of judicial work pending in« 
the Court of the Sessions and Divisional Judge, Dera Ismail' 
Khan, and, if so, are the Government in a position to state 
how long it will take him to clear the arrears? 

(b) Have Government satisfied themselves that the permanent officer 

can cope with the ordinary work? 

(c) If the reply to the above is in the negative, do Government pro- 

pose to create a second Sessions and Divisional Court for the 
Kohat, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan Districts? 

I Mr. E. B. Howell: (<x) An Additional Divisional and Sessions Judge 
was appointed and he cleared off the arrears by 28th February 1927. 

(b) Yes, Sir — ^with occasional assistance. 

(c) Therefore does not arise. 

Creation of Separate District and Sessions Courts for the various 
Districts of the North-West Frontier Province. 

987. ^Nawab Sir Sahibiada Abdul Qal3nim: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons which deprive the various districts of the North- 
West Frontier Province from enjoying the facilities of separate District and 
Sessions Courts? 

(b) If the chief reason for it has been the want of funds then do Gov- 
ernment propose to consider the matter in the light of the improved 
financial condition of the Government of India? 

Mr. E. B. Howell: Each District has not a separate Divisional and 
Sessions Court, because the amount of work eiAanating from Districts other 
than Peshawar does not justify the appointment. The same is the case 
in the Punjab where several District and Sessions Judges hold charge of 
more than one Eevenue District. 

It is not a question of funds, Sir, but of the proper adjustment of 
judicial machinery. 

Population, L\nd Revenue, etc., of the Mardan Sub-Division of 
THE Peshawar District and the Kohat District. 

988. ♦Hawab Sir Sahlbzada Abdul Qalyum: (a) Will Government be 
pleased tjo furnish the following information with respect to (1) the Mardan 
sub-division of the Peshawar District, and (2) the Kohat District of the 
North-West Frontier Province := 

(i) Population, 

(ii) Land revenue including ‘ Abiana ' (water tax), 

(iii) The total number of judicial cases (criminal, civil and revenue)* 

instituted in the law courts of the sub-diyision and the 
distnct separately, in the year 1926, 

(iv) The number of gazetted officers posted at each place? 
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(b) Are Govenunent aware that the judicial and executiTe work of the- 
sub-division has considerably increased as the result of the opemng of the 
new canal and the revision of settlement now in profftess in ^e sub- 
division? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Assistant Commissioner, Mardan, exercises full 
judicial and revenue powers in the sub-division as a District Magistrate, 
Collector, etc.? 

(d) Is the post of Assistant Commissioner a senior post on the higher- 
cadre of the North-West Frontier Province carrying a special allowance? 

(e) Was there a proposal to constitute this sub-division into a separate 
District and will Government please state if that proposal is still undei^ the 
consideration of the Government of India.? 

Mr. E. B. Sowell: (a) (i) to (iv). I lay on the table a statement con- 
taining the information asked for. 

(6), (c) and (d). Yes, Sir. 

(e) Such a proposal was I believe considered by the Local Administra- 
tion at one time. But, it is not now before the Government of India. 





Mardan 

Sub-Division. 

Kohat Diitriel.. 

(a) (i) Population . • • . 

. . 3,30,884 

2.14,12> 

(n) Land roTenue including *^Abiana” 
tax) ... 

(water 

. . 11,62,299 

2,62, m 

(tit) Total nnmbcr of judicial caeea instituted in the Law Courts in 1926 : 


Criminal CiviL 

Revenue. 

Mardan Sub-Division 

3,318 2,162 

1,766 

Kohat District 

1,928 2,346 

1,965 

(to) Number of gazetted officers i 

Mardan 

Sub-Division. 

f 

Kohat District. 

Political Department • • 

; 1 

3 

Provincial Civil Service • • « 

. 5 

4 


• % 

Conversion of the Sub-Division op Mardan into a Separate 

District. 

989. •Nawab Sir Sahlbxada Abdul Qaiyum: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state:* 

(i) If the Deputy Commissioner of Peshawar is always considered 
be an overworked official an^ is given personal aesistants frona 
time to time? 
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(!i) Is it also a fact thkt his * Mtila<|at ’ and office work is veify very 
heavy and that he cannot get sufficient time to attend to 
judicial and touring work and that the sob-divisional officers 
of Mardan, Charsadda and Nowshera are consequently given 
full judicial powers? 

(b) If the replies to the above are in the affirmative, will Government 
please state if they propose to give relief to the Deputy Commissioner of 
Peshawar by constituting the most important sub-division of Mardan into 
a separate District? 

iCr. 1 . B. BoweU: (a) (i). Yes, Sir. 

(ii) The ‘ Mulaqat ’ and office work of the Deputy Commission^, 
Peshawar, is very heavy, but he has sufficient time to attend to his judicial 
and touring work. The Sub-Divisional Officers of Mardan, Charsadda and 
Nowshera have full judicial powers. 

\h) The question is not at present under consideration. 

Formation op the Swabi Tahsii* op the Peshawar District into 
A Separate Sub-Division. 

990. *Nawab Sir Sahibaada Abdul Qaiyum: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state if they are considering the question of forming the Swabi 
Tahsil of the Peshawar District, North-West Frontier Province, into a sepa- 
rate sub-division? 

(b) Are Government aware that some of the villages are more than 60 
miles from the Headquarters of the sub-division and that the inhabitants of 
these villages have to travel that distance for attending to their petty civil 
cases at Mardan? 

(c) Are Government aware that there are no proper roads and convey- 
ances such as railway^ etc., in several parts of this area and that the 
people are enduring great hardships and expenditure on that account? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of ordering 
the location of a first class Magistrate and Munsif’s court at Swabi until 
such time as the Tahsil can be formed into a separate sub-division? 

Hr. E. B. HoweU: (a) No, Sir. 

\ 

(b) The most distant parts of the Tahsil are 40 miles from Mardan, 
hut most of the villages are within easy reach of a main road. 

(c) As regemis roads “ No There is no rulway at present in the 
Swabi Tahsil. 

(d) It is not considered Aeceabary' to iheur the expense of making this 
ehange at* present. 

Tsanspeh to Goveemmekt op Roads administep.ed bv the District 

BoakiI Op PpSAawab. 

991. *Kawab Sir Sahibiada Abdul Qaiyum: Will Government be pleased 
to state: 

{a) If it is a fact that the IMstriot Board joI pP^shawar, North-West 
!FSx>ntier Province, has charge of such a large uumber of roads 
that they cannot keep them in proper order? 
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(fr) WgB theire a proviacia] cpi^tribatio^ to t^e Piat^ct Board tox the 
repaira of thesp rpads, and if 80 » how mucfi? 

(c) Has that oontribution been stopped, and^ if so, since when? 

(d) Is it a fact that some of these roads are more of a provincial 

nature than local? 

(e) If so, do Government propose to take over some of these roads 

and relieve the District Board of this unbearable burden? 

Mr. E. B. Howell: (a) The Peshawar District Board control 9^ miles 
of metalled roads and 4,682 miles of unmetalled roads. 

(b) Before 1921 Government gave occasional grants for road repairs,. 
viz.^ Bs. 25,000 in 1918-19 and Bs. 50,000 in 1919-20. 

(c) No contribution has been made since 1920 

(d) and (e). No roads are considered to be ot a provincial nature. 
Some are acquiring increased district importance and an extension of the 
road system is urgently required No programme, however, is possible 
imtil the Board agrees to authorise additional taxation. 

CONSThUClION OF \ RaILWaY FROM ChaRSADDA TO SWABI IN THE ' 

Pfshawar District. 

992 *Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state if a deputation of some respectable land owners of the 
Peshawar District waited on the Honourable the Chief Commissioner to- 
wards the end of the last year and requested him, along with other matters, 
for the improvement of communications in the District to enable them to 
export their grain and other prod!uc6 to the nearest railway stations and 
markets and make it easier for them to pay the land revenue enhanced 
in the new settlement? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to take action on the representation 
by opening the long expected railway line from Charsadda to Swabi2 

Hr. B. B. HoweU: (a) yes, Sir. 

(b) The Charsadda- Swabi Railway project is being investigated. 

/ 

COKFKRMENT OF HoNORAaT PoWBES ON PeIVATB InDIVIDCAI-S IN THB 
Noeth-Wkst Frontibe Province. 

993. *Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaisnm: (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state what principles are followed in conferring honorary powen 
on private individuals in the North-West Frontier Province? 

(b) Are theto powers conferred with a view to assiet the judioTaiy by 
utUising the servicea of experienced retired officers or for keeping up the 
position or even for reviving the prestige of certain families in the Pro^ce, 
somewhat on the lines of the old feudal system? 

(o) Are these powers conferred spontaneoudy by Government or by 
selection from among those who approach tile authorities with a request fM 
the ^ant of these poweip? 

(<Q Is it a fact that higher powers of Additional District Magistrate am 
oeeaaionally ooufetred on ^lenons having no modem education or e^qpeii^ 
ence of judioial wotk? 
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1 ( 0 ) Are Gk)veir|iment aware that the conferment of these powers on 
inexperienced and inadequately educated people is unpopulw with the 
public and that protests have been made ag^nst the exercise of these 
powers? 

(/) Do Government propose to restrict these powers to experienced 
Bnd well educated persons in future? 

Hr* 1. B. Howell: (a) Such powers are conferred on well-to-do gentle- 
men of social status much as in England and in other countries. 

(b) The powers are conferred with a view to assisting the judicial 
administration. 

(c) Powers are granted on the recommendation of District Officers 
after approval by Sessions Judges and the Judicial Commissioner. 

(d) Government are not aware of 6uiy instance in which this has been 
done. 

Js) Therefore does not arise. 

(/) The restriction already exists. 

Hawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaisrum: Is the Honourable Member not 
aware that protests have been made against the grant of the powers of 
Additional District Magistrates to some of the Honorary Magistrates? 

Kr. X. B. EoweU: I was not aware of that. Sir. 

Rawab Sir Sahibiada Abdul Qaiyum: Is Government aware that it is 
found some times inconvenient by the police to take their chalans to these 
village courts, and also inconvenient to lawyers who have to attend these 
private courts, and that in some cases the parties are made to pay the 
nost of conveyance of the accused and the police guard to the place where 
the Court sits, and do Government propose to fix some educational 
standard of qualifications for these men? 

'.Hr. K. Abmed: Is it not derogatory to the principles of justice that 
in this country it (justice) should be administered by these private indivi- 
duals who are not educated familiar with judicial work and up-to-date 
rulings on points of law? 

Hr. X. B. Howell: It must be a matter of opinion. 

Hr. K. Ahmed: Is ib also a matter of opinion as regards justice? 

Grievances op Second Division Clerks op the Army Department 
AND THE Army Headquarters. 

904. *Ehan Bahadur Sarfarax Hussain Khan: (a) Is it a fact that a 
•third division has been created in the Government of India Secretariats 
and the Army Headquarters, and, if so, when has it been created? 

(6) Is it a fact that previous to the creation of the third division there 
were only two divisions, namely, the fiirst division or upper division and 
*second division or lower division? 

(c) Is it a fact that since the creation of the Staff Selection Board 
each recruit to the second division had to pass the qualifying examination 
of the Board for that division before he could be recruited in the Govern- 
ment of India Secretariats or the Army Headquarters? 
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{i) Is it a fact that the Establishment Officer of the Army Bepart- 
'ment compelled some of the second Division men of the Army Depart- 
ment and the Army Headquarters who passed the Staff Selection Board 
•examination before the creation of the third division to appear for the 
second division examination held by the Public Service Commission 
recently? If so, how many? 

{e) Will Government be pleased to state whether each of such candi- 
dates was declared by the late Staff Selection Board to have passed the 
examination for the second division? If so, will , Government be pleased 
to state the reasons why and under what authority the Este^blishment 
Officer compelled them to appear for the second division examination again, 
recently held under the auspices of the Public Service Commission? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state whether men of the Civil 
Secretariats placed under the same circumstances were compelled to re- 
appear at the recent examination? 

Hr. O. H. Young: (a) Yes; the third division was created in Jime 
1924 in the Government Secretariat and in the Master General of Supply 
Branch of Army Headquarters. 

(b) and (o). Yes. 

(d) No, Sir. The Establishment Officer could not have done this, even 
4f he had wanted to. 

(a) Does not arise. 

(/) Not so far as T am aware. 


Numbbk or Indians in the Political Depaetmbnt. 

995. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: Will Government be 
pleased to state the niunber of Indians employed in the Political Depart- 
ment in each of the last five years, showing in each case the class of 
service from which such Indians were recruited, and the names of each 
such officer? 

Mr. E. B. Howell: A statement furnishing the information required is 
laid on the table. 


No. of Indian officers 


Services from 1 

• employed in the Poli- 

Namefl of snch officers. 

which they were 

Remarks. 

tical Department. 

^ 

recruited. ' 

I ) 

A or 6 in 1922 . 

Nawab Sir Mir Shams Shah , 

Provincial Civil 

Retired from service 



Service. 

in Jnne, 1922. 


K. B. Hamidullah Khan 

Ditto. 


K. B. Mir Sbirhat Khan 

Ditto. ! 


1 K. B. Diwan Gyan Nath . | 

Ditto. 

■ 

1 

1 K. B. Sadallah Khan , 

Ditto. 


(Unioaa 

K. B. Hamidnllah Khan 

Dfbto. 


i 

1 K, B. Mir Sharhat Khan . < 

IMtto. 


B. B. Di^n Oynn Nath 

Ditto. 



K. B. Sadnllah Khan 

Ditto. 



fi. B. Bhai Lehna Singh • 

DHto. 



K. B. Nawab Mnzaffar Khan / 

. Ditto. 
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No* of Indian ^cers 


Services from 

1 

'employed in the 

Names of such officers. 

which they were 

Remarks. 

Pofiti^l Department. 

1 

recruited. 



6 or 6 in 1924 . • K. B. Hamidnllah Khan . . Provincial Civil Retired from service 

. Services. in August, 1924. 


K, B. Mir Sharbat Khun . Ditto. No recruitment of 

Tndiane was made in 

* 1924 owing to the 

lack of euitahle can* 
didatee, 

R» B. Diwuu Cyan Nath . Ditto. 

K. B. Sadullah Khan . . Ditto. 

K. B. Bhai Lehna Singh . . Ditto. 

K. B. Nawah Muzaffar Khan . Ditto. 

9 in i92.> . . j K. B. Mir Siiarbat Khaii . ; Ditl(», j 

I R. B. Diwaii Gyan Nath . Ditto. I 

• i K. B. Sadullah Khan . . Ditto. | 

I R. B. Bhai Lehna Singh . . Ditto. i 

! K. B. Nawflh Muzaffar Khan . Ditto. 1 

I K. B. MuJid. Inaiu-ul-Huk . Ditto. The ix)flt of Attach^;? 

Fpreign and Political 
Department, from 

j which K. B. Muham- 

j mad Inam-ul-Huk 

was promoted to the 
Political Department 
is regarded as a Pro- 

j i vincial Civil Service 

j post for the purposes 

, I of recruitment. 

K. B. Maulvi Ahmad Din . Ditto. 

1 Mr, K. P. S. Menon , . Indian Civil 

j Service. 

I Lt. Ahdur Rahim Khan . . Indian Army. 

10 or IX in 1926 . K. B. Mir Shurhat Klinn Provincial Civil 

^ Service. 

R. B. Diwan Gyan Nath . . ' Ditto. 

K. B. Sadullah Khan , . Ditto. 

R. B. Bhai Lehna Singh . . Ditto. 

K. B. Nawah Muzaffar Khan . Ditto. 

K. B. Muhd. Inam-ul-Hnk . Ditto. 

K. B. Maulvi Ahmad Din . Ditto. Retired from .service- 

Mr. K. S. Menon , • Indian Civil in May, 1926. 

Service. 

Lt. Abdnr Rahim Khan . . Indian Army. 

Lt. Sahibzada Sy ed Iskander Ali Ditto. 

Mirza. 

Lt. Eunwar Visheshwar Nauth Ditto. 

Singh. 

Datb of the Despatch of the Views of the Government of India 

to THE SBCBErARY OF StATE ON THE RbFORT OF THE AcEIDIARY AND 

Territorial Forces Committee. 

996. *Kluui Bahadur Sarfarax Huanin Khaa: Will Government be 
pleased to state when their views on the Auxiliary and the Territorial 
Forces Committee were sent to the Secretary of St^te? . 

Mr. a. X. Voong: On the 24th June, 1926. 
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Telegeapu Training Classes in Schools ani/ Collbgbs. 

997. *S3ian Bahadur Satlaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Is it a fact that 
there are telegraph training classes in certain approved schools and 
colleges? 

(it) If so, how many schools and colleges have got telegraph training 
classes, and what are their names ? 

Sir Ganen Boy: (a) Yes. 

(h) Six. Their names are as follows : 

(i) Barnes High School, Devlali 

(ii) Lawrence Memorial School, Lovedale. 

(iii) SI. Joseph’s College, Coonoor. 

(iv) St. Fidelis’ High School and Orphanage, Mussoorie. 

(\) Scottish Churches College, Calcutta. 

(vi) Ashutosli (’ollegc, Bhawanipur (Calcutta). 


Disposal of tjie Forekin Parcel Mail in the Calcutta (tbnbral 

Post Office. 

998. •Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that the Government of 
India have sanctioned overtime allowance to cope with the extra work in 
connection with the disposal of foreign parcel mail articles in the Calcutta 
General Post Office? If so, what are the conditions and the rates of such 
overtime allowance? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta, is drafting 
auxiliaries from the various departments in the Calcutta General Post 
Office to cope with the work without paying the overtime allowance? 

(c) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state whether arrangements for the work of the auxiliaries in their 
respective departments are made by the Presidency Postmaster? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (<i) Yes The conditions 
and rates of overtime pay are as follows: 


Up to 



f 1 Assistant Postmaster at 
1 Head Clerk at 
9 Clerks 
9 Coolies 
1^1 Carpenter 


its. a. p. 

10 0 0 per mail. 

o 0 0 „ 


2 0 0 
each 
0 4 0 
each 

0 8 0 


with one extra clerk for every 60 additional parcels and one extra ooolj 
for every 120 additional parcels. 


(6) and (c). The Honourable Member's attention is invited to the r^pliei 
giv^n to parts (a) and (b) of his starred question No. 1145 on the 9tl 
March 1926. ^ ^ ' 
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Peocbdubb followed in thb Bombay Gbnbbal Post Offiob in 
CONNECTION WITS THB DISPOSAL OF THB InWAED FoBEIGN 
Pabcel Mail. 

999. ''‘Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Will Government please state what pro- 
oedure is followed in the Bombay General Post Office for the disposal of 
inward foreign parcel mail articles and whether the system of drafting 
auxiliaries is in vogue there? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Hitra: The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to the reply given to part (c) of his starred question 
No. 1145 on the 9th March 1926. 

Geant of Overtime Allowance for Work in coNNEcmoN with the 
Disposal of Inward Foreign Parcel Mail in the Calcutta 
General Post Office. 

1000. '^Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that Government have 
sanoioned overtime allowance for work in connection with the disposal 
•of the inward foreign mail articles in Calcutta? 

(b) Will Government please say whether the same procedure will be 
adopted in the Calcutta General Post Office to dispose of. the inward 
foreign parcel mail? If not, why? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (o) Yes. 

(b) Government do not propose to adopt the same procedure. Over- 
time pay is granted for the disposal of inward foreign mails in the Calcutta 
General Post Office because this work has to be done when the staff re- 
quired for the purpose are off duty. The disposal of the inward foreign 
parcel mails in the Calcutta General Post Office does not involve the em» 
ployment of staff on overtime duty except on occasions of pressure, when 
overtime pay is granted. 

Increase in Losses of Parcel Bags and Insured Articles during 
THE Regime op Mr. C. D. Rab. Presidency 

PaSTMASTER, CALCUTTA.' 

1001. "'Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Will Government please lay on the 
table a comparative statement showing the number of p6uroel bags and 
insured articles lost and the amount of Government loss involved therein 
(1) during the regime of Mr. C, D. Eae, the present Presidency Post- 
master, Calcutta, and (2) during the regime of his predecessor? 

(b) Is it a fact that there has been an increase in cases of loss of parcel 
bags and insured articles during Mr. Eae’s regime compared with such 
cases during his predecessor’s time? If so, are Government prepared to 
institute an inquiry to ascertain the reasons for the increase? 

Sir Oaiien Boy: (a) It is not possible for Government to supply the 
Honourable Member with the information asked for owing to the destruc- 
tion of old records in accordance with the rules. 

(A) Does not arise > 

Mr. S. Ahmed: (Inaudible) Is it not a fact. Sir, that the reasons for 
such increase are best known to each and every member of the party of 
my Honourable friend the questioner, and in spite of the virulent character 
of the movement all the credit is due to Mr. Bae for the sagacious steps 
!lie has taken to put a stop to the loss of these peurcels and insured letters? 
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Mr. Attar VaUi Dutt: Perhaps the Honoxirable Member is in the 
^oonfidenoe of the Department. 

Mr. K. Aluned: But is it not a fact that during the last commun^ riot 
in Calcutta great credit was due to Mr. Eae who took such precautionary 
'Steps in the case of insured parcels and valuables? 

Hr. President: Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: I have nothing to do with the communal riots. 
Mr. President: Mr. Amar Nath Dxitt. Question No. 1002. 


Employment of Leave Reserves in thk Reoisteation and Parcel 
Departments op the Calcutta GsyfiRAL Post Office. 

1002. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Are Government aware that leave 
reserves are not promptly sent by Mr. 0. D. Eae, Presidency Postmaster, 
Calcutta, to work in the places of officials on leave, specially in the 
Registration and Parcel Departments of the Calcutta General Post Office 
and some of the town sub-offices and that the remaining staff are compelled 
to manage the work of the absentees in addition to their own work? 

(b) If the answer to the above be in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to adopt effective measures to ensure prompt relief as soon as any 
official goes on leave? If so, what measures do Govenjment propose to 
adopt? 

Sir Oanen Roy: Government have no information on the subject, but 
are making enquiries. 


Increase of Leave Reskuvks for me Post Office and the Railway 

Mail Service. 

lOOB. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that the All-India Postal 
and Railway Mail Service Union has represented that the 17 per cent, leave 
reserve sanctioned by the Government is entirely ineidequate and that the 
leave reserves should be increased by 26 per cent, for the Post Office and 
30 per cent, for the Railway Mail Service? 

(b) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state if they propose to increase the percentage of leave reserves; 
and if so, when? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) The All-India (includ- 
ing Burma) Postal and Railway Mail Service Union represented that a 
leave reserve of 26 per cent, should be sanctioned for Post Office clerks in 
India and 80 per cent, in Burma and for sorters in the Railway Mcdl 
Service. 

(b) The leave reserve for sorters in the Railway Mail Service has been 
increased to 20 per cent, in India and 26 per cent, in Burma. A general 
arrangement has also been introduced permitting of the grant of leave <»i 
medical certificate even if the total nmnber of absentees be in excess of 
the sanctioned leave reserve. In the circumstances Government do not 
think it necessary to increase the leave reserves for the Post Office or fur- 
ther to increase them for the Railway Mail Service. 
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CONTUAOT WITH MeSSBS. GaBAGB AKp COMPANY^ MaBBaB, POE THB ' 

Conveyance op Mails in Calcutta. 

" 1004. "^Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that Government have 

entered into a contract with Messrs. Garage and Company, Madras, under 
the terms of which the contractors have taken over charge of the conveyance 
of mails and the motor fleet formerly under the control of the, Calcutta 
General Post Ofl&ce? 

(b) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to lay cm the table a comparative statement showing the cost of 
mail conveyance in Calcutta before 'and after the contract? 

(c) Is it a fact that the old motor van^ were sold to the contractors? 
If so, will Government please lay oh the table a statement showing (1) 
the number of cars sold, (2) the dates of purchase of each, (3) the original 
cost of each, and (4) the price at w’^hich each of them .was sold to the 
contractors? 

’|[d) Will Government please state the reason why the cars were no|i 
sold by public auction? 

Sir Ganen Roy; (a), (6) and (c) (1), (2) and (3). The Honourable Mem-" 
ber s attention is invited to the replies given to parts (a), {b) and (c) of 
the starred question No. 1150 asked on his behalf by Mr. S. C, Ghose on 
the 9th March 1926. 

(c) (4). The * information in respect of each vehicle is not available. 
The sale price of the fleet as a whole was fixed by the Tribunal of Arbitra- 
tion of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

(d) It was presumed that these second hand cars, many of which had 
done a considerable mileage, would fetch a better price by sale to the 
contractors as the result of an impartial valuation than by sale at a 
public auction. 

Savings effected by the Contract System of Conveyance cp Mails 

in Calcutta. • 

1005. ’^Mr. Amar Hath Dutt: Will Government be pleased to state if 
the contract system of conveyance of mails in Calcutta has resulted in 
any saving of expenditure? If so, what is the amount of annual savings? 
If not, why was the contract system introduced? 

Sir Ganen Boy: The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the 
replv given to part (d) of the starred question No. 1150 asked on his behalf 
by Mr. S. C. Ghose on the 9th March 1926. 

Grant op Compensation to the Motor Drivers of the Calcutta 
General Post Office discharged after the Introduction 
op the Contract System of Mail Conveyance. 

1006. ^Xr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that the services of all 
motor drivers who were attached to the Calcutta General Post Office 
motor fleet were dispensed with after the introduction of the contract 
system of mail conveyance? 

(b) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the nxunber of dri^^ers whose services were dispensed with 
and the length of service of each in the department? 
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(c) Ib it a fact that the motor drivers of the Madras General Post 
Office whose services were dispensed with under similar oiroumstances 

were paid by the Government a gratuity according to the rules in force in 
•consideration of their past service in the department? 

(d) Was ccmipensation paid to the motor drivers of the Calcutta 
•General Post Office in the same manner? If not, why? 

Sir Oanen Boy: The Honourable Mlembers attention is invited to 
the replies given to parts (e), (g) and ffe) of the starred question No. 
1150 asked on his behalf by Mr. S. C. Ghose on the 9th March 1926. 

Retention of the Services of Mr. R. H. Lbgge as Traffic 
ScFERvisoii. Calctjti’a General Post Office, after '^he 
Abolition of the Motor Plket. 

1007. '"Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that Mr. B. H. Legge, who 
was recruited direct for the appointment of Traffic Supervisor, Calcutta 
General Post Office, on Bs. 250 — 350, was served with a notice and his 
services dispensed with along with the motor drivers due to the abolition 
of the motor fleet? 

(b) Was Mr. B. H. Legge subsequently appointed as Traffic Supervi-. 
sor on Bs. 250 — 350? If so, when? 

(c) Is it a fact that the appointment of the Traffic Supervisor was 
•created when the motor fleet was under the control of the Calcutta Gen- 
eral Post Office? 

(d) Will Government please state the reason for the retention of the 
said appointment even after the abolition of the motor fleet? 

:Sir Ganen Boy: (a) No. 

(6) No. Mr. hegge continued as Traffic? Supervisor under the new 
rrrangements. 

(c) Yes, in 1919. 

(d) The services of an experienced and responsible Government offi- 
cial were and are required inter alia to regulate the running of the Con- 
tractors' vans for tlie prompt and proper despatch of Government mails, 
to keep an account of the daily mileage run and to check the bills pre- 
sented by the Contractors* 

Appointment of Mr. O. C. Jacob as a Sanitary Superintendent 
OF THE Calcutta General Post Office. 

1008. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that Mr. O. C. Jacob, who 
was recruited direct for the appointment of Assistant Traffic Supervisor 
on Bs. 145 — 170 was served with a notice and his services dispensed with 
along with the motor drivers due to the abolition of the motor fleet in 
Calcutta? 

(b) Was Mr. 0. C. Jacob subsequently appointed as Head Clerk, Mail 
Department, Calcutta General Post Office, on Es. 145 — 170? If sOir 
when? 

' (o) Is it a fact that the Honorary Secretarv of the Bengal and Assam 

Provincial Postal and Eailway Mail Service AssociatJbh pi^sted agairtferf 
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the ftpik>intment of Mr. Jacob as Head Clerk of the Mail Department super* 
seding the claims of the ofBioials in the general line and the Postmaster- 
General wrote to the Secretary that Mr. Jacob had been removed from 
that appointment? 

{d) Is it not a fact that Mr. O. C. Jacob was again appointed by the 
Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam, as a Sanitary Superintendent of 
the Calcutta General Post Office on Es. 250 — 350 after his removal fromi 
ihe He^ Clerkship of the Mail Department? 

(a) Is it a fact that the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, had 
<'rdered that the appointment of the Sanitary Superintendent of the 
Calcutta General Post Office should be abolished as soon as Mr. Deeming, 
the then Superintendent of Stables who was appointed as Sanitary Super* 
intendent after the abolition of the horse conveyance, retired from the 
service? 

I/) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state why the appointment of the Sanitary Superintendent 
was not abolished after the retirement of Mr. Deeming? 

(g) If the retention of the appointment of the Sanitary Superinten- 
dent was necessary, will Government please state why the appointment 
was not filled up from amongst the officials of the general line? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. On the Ist September 192;3. 

(ip) Yes. 

fyi) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(f) Does not arise. 

(g) The appointment is a special miscellaneous one not ordinarily 
filled by promotion from the general line. The existing incumbent of 
this post is not eligible for promotion in the general line. 

Inclusion of the Name of Mr. B. H. Dbooe as Head op the 
Mail Department in the Memorandum of Distribution 
OF Work in the CALcriTTA General Post Office. 

1009. ’^Hr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that Mr. C. D. Eae, the 
Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta, has shown Mr. Degge, Traffic Super- 
visor as the Head of the Mail Department in the Calcutta General Post 
Office in the memorandum of distribution of work of that Department and 
has authorised him to supervise the work of the Mail Department? 

(b) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state if Mr. C. D. Eae was authorised to do so? If not, do 
the Government propose to direct the removal of Mr. Degge's name from the 
memorandum of distribution of work? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (a) Yes. 

(b) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. TKe second 
Dart does not arise. 
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Grant of Ovkrtimi; Allowance to Mr. E. H. Lbgge for Work 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE DISPOSAL OP THE InWARD PoEMGN 
Letter Mail. 

1010. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that Mr. C. D. Bae, the 
Presidency Postmaster, Calcutta, allowed Mr. Legge to draw overtime 
ailowance sanctioned for one of the supervisors appointed in connection 
with the disposal of the inward foreign letter mail articles though Mr. Legga 
is not an official of the general line? 

(b) Was the Presidency Postmaster authorised by the rules to do so 2 
If not, what steps do Government propose to take against the Presidency 
Postmaster? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. The fact that Mr. Legge is not an official of the general line 
does not debar him from drawing overtime pay for overtime duty performed 
by him.. The second part of the question does not arise. 

Employment of A^\n Peons for all the Sections of the Bailway 

Mail Service. 

1011. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Are Government aware that van^^ 
peons are not sanctioned for all the sections of the Eailway Mail Service 
and that consequently the sorters are also required to perform the duties of 
the van peons in addition to their own duties? 

(b) Is menial work a part of the sorter's duties? If not, do Government 
propose to take immediate steps to provide vanpeons for all the sections? 

Sir Ganen Roy: A reference is invited to the reply given by Mr. H. 
A. Sams to the Honourable Member's starred question No, 1149 on the 
9th March 1926. 

Grant of Local Allowances to Postal Employees in Assam. 

. 1012. ^Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: With reference to the reply to question] 
No. 1050, dated the 3rd March, 1925, regarding local allowances in Assam 
will Government be pleased to state if their examination of the case has 
been completed, and, if so, with what result? If not, when do they ex- 
pect to complete their examination? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The Honourable Mem- 
ber presumably refers to the reply to question No. 1059, not 1050, of 
the 3rd March, 1925. His attention is invited to paragraphs 2 and 3 of 
the reply given to starred question No. 1354 asked on his behalf by Mr. 
S. C. Ghoso on the 9tli Marcli 1926. 

Hardships of the Inspectors of Post Offices tn the 
Bengal and Assim Circle. 

1013. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Has any representation been received by 
the Postmaster-General, Bengal and Assam Circle from the Secretary, 
Provincial Postal Union, detailing the hardships of the Inspectors of Poet 
Offices in that circle? And if so, what ^tion has been taken thereon? ^ 

Sir Oanen Roy: The Postmaster-General reports that no such 
presentation is traceable as having been received in his office. 
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Timb-Tkst op the WoRit OP Bead Lkttbr Offices. 

1014. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: {a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that a committee under the chairmanship of Mr. Hill was 

• appointed to fix the time-test of the work of the Dead Letter Offices in 
India? 

(5) Was there any representative of the Dead Letter Office workers on 
that Committee? 

(c) u Is it a fact that the standard of work proposed by the said committee 
was declared by the Manager, Dead Letter Office, Bengal, as imsuitable? 

(d) Have the recommendations of that committee been accepted by the 

• Government? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (a) The fact is not as stated. The committee under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Hill was appointed by the Postmaster-General, 
Bengal and Assam, to er amine the methods of work of the Dead Letter 
Office, Calcutta. 

(b) No. 

(c) The Manager, Dead Letter Office, Calcutta, represented that the 
time-test suggested by the committee for certain items of Ihe work was 
unsuitable. 

(d) Yes, but the time-test is under revision. 

Delay in the Payment of Arrears op Pay to the Officials of the 
Deau Letter Office, Bengal. 

1015. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
when the orders sanctioning the revised scales of pay for the Calcutta 

• General Post Office, Calcutta Sorting and Bengal Dead Letter Offices were 
issued? 

(6) Is it a fact that the officials of the Calcutta General Post Office and 
Calcutta Sorting Division have been paid the arrears of pay due to that 
revision and that the officials of the Dead Letter Office have not yet been 
paid? 

(o) What is the reason for the delay in the payment of the arrears to 
Dead Letter Office officials and who is responsible for the same? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (a) On the 17th September 1926. 

(b) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative and to the second 
part in the negative. The officials of the Dead Letter Office were paid 
the arrears in February^ 1927. 

(c) The full facts are not to hand. An enquiry has been ordered 
into the cause of the delay. 

ScPERSESsioN OP Messrs. Abc Imam Pazlur Rahim, and S. Ahmed 
Mian Crowdhiry, Postal Officials, for Promotion to the 
Grade of Rs. 350^650. 

1016. *llr* Amat Nath Dutt: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the poeitkai of (1) Mr Abu Imam Fazlur Rahim, (2) Mr. S. Ahmed Mian 
Chowdhury, (8) Mr. E. S. Kelly, (4) Mr. E. B. Stout, and (5) Mr. E. M. 
Ricketts in the general gradation list of postal officials in the 'grade of 

r'b. . . 
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(b) What is the principle foUowed in promoting officials on Be. 250 — 
850 to the grade of Bs. 850—660? 

(c) Is it a fact that Messrs. Kelly, Stout and Bicketts have been promoted 
to the grade of Bs. 850—660 superseding the claims of Messrs. Bahim and 
Chowdhury? If so, what is the reason for such supersession? 

(<f) Are there any adverse remarks against Messrs. Bahim and Chowdhury 
and were they commimicated to the officials? If not, why? 

(e) Were Messrs. Bahim and Chowdhury considered unfit for promotion 
to the grade of Bs. 350 — 660? And, if so, why? 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr. Ahmed Mian Chowdhury was instrumental in 
the seizure in the Calcutta General Post Office of a number of parcels con« 
taining opium and charas aggregating over 2 maunds in all? 

Sir Ganen Boy: (a) Before the promotion of Mr. E. S. Kelly in 
April 1926, the positions were Nos. 2, 7, 3, 11 and 12, respectively, 

(b) By seniority, subject to suitability. 

(c) Yes, but as Mr. Kelly was senior to Mr. Chowdhury, the latter 
was superseded only by Messrs. Stout and Bicketts. The officials su- 
perseded were not considered at the time suitable for further promotionu 

(d) Yes. The remarks were communicated. 

(e) Yes, for reasons given in (c) above. 

(/) Yes. Last month the Head of the Circle reported favourably on 
Mr. Ahmed Mian Chowdhury, and he has now been promoted on proba- 
tion. 


Late Pelivery in Calcutta of Articles posted in the 
Villages served by the Chotkhand Post Office. 

1017. *Mr, Amar Nath Dutt: Are Government aware that postal articles 
posted in the vilifies served by the Chotkhand Post Office are delivered in 
Calcutta on the third day ? If not, are they prepared to call for information 
and take steps to see that the articles are delivered in Calcutta on the daj] 
following their posting in the villages served by Chotkhand? 

Sir Ganen Boy: It appears that owing to a change in the time table 
on the East Indian Bailway with effect from the Isfc March 1927, arti- 
cles posted in villages under the Chotkhand Post Office are being deli- 
vered in Calcutta on the third day, I am having the matter looked into. 

Appointment of Mb^^srs. B. Ganguly and A. R. Chattbrjbb 
to act as Superintendents of Post Offices in the 
Bengal and Assam Circle, 

1018. *Mp. Amar Nath Dutt: Is it a fact that Messrs. B. Ganguly and 

A. B. Chatterjee and others who have passed the departmental examina- 
tion for Superintendents have not been allowed to act as Superintendents 
in the vacancies that occurred in the Bengal and Assam Circle? If so, 
why? , 

8ir. Ganen Boy: No.. The available, officiating vacancies for Superin-' 
tjimdents were filled by qualified officiais who are senior to the offih&ll 
mentioned^. 
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Importation of Outsiders to act as Superintendents of 
Post Officer in the Menoal aNd Assam Circle. 

.1019. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that orders have been issued 
that the vacancies in the grade of Superintendent of Post Ofl&ces in a circle, 
caused by leave or deputation should be filled up by qualified candidates 
attached to that circle? If so, will the Government be pleased to lay on 
the table a copy of that order? 

(6) Is it a fact that two officers of the Bihar and Orissa Circle have 
heen brought to fill up the acting vacancies in the grade of Superintendents 
in the Bengal and Assam Circle? If so, what is the reason for their 
importation? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of qualified 
ofiicials who are in the Bengal (hrcle and how many of them were aoi^g 
as Superintendents at the time of the importation of the tw“o ofl&oers from 
thp I^ihar and Orissa Circle? 

Sir Oanen Roy: (a) Yes. Copies will be furnished to the Honourable 
Member. 

(6) Yes. One Superintendent from Bihar was temporarily posted to 
Bengal in February 1926 as a special case and a qualified official from 
Bengal was given the resultant officiating vacancy of Superintendent 
in Bihar. Another Superintendent was transferred temporarily in Feb- 
ruary 1927 because no suitable officer w^as reported to be readily avail- 
able to act as Personal Assistant to the Postmaster-General, Bengal and 
Assam. 

(c) 20. In February 1926 the number was 17 of whom 12 were act- 
ing. In February 1927 out of 20 qualified • officials 11 were acting and 
4 were under training or on leave. 

Accommodation for Mail Bags at Bankura Railway Station. 

1020. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Is it a fact that there is want of sufficient 
accommodation for keeping the mail bags in the' Bankura railway station? 
K do Government propose to provide the necessary accommodation? 

Sir Qanen Boy: The information has been called for and will be sup- 
plied to the Honourable Member as soon as it is received. 

Discontinuance of the Practice of Postmen acting as Guards 
IN THE Bankura Post Office. 

1021. *Kr. Amar Nath Dutt: Is it a fact that postmen have to act as 
guards in the Bankura Post Office? If sc), do Government propose to 
consider the desirability of discontinuing the practice? 

Sir Oanen Boy: Since the beginning of the present month a separate 
night guard has been employed. 

Motor Service between Burdwan and Sbhara Bazar. 

1022. *Kr. Amar Nath Dtitt: Has any repl’esentation been made by the 
merchants of Bankura to the Agent, East Indian Railway, and the Managing 
.^nt,. B. D. R; Railway, to start a motor service between Burdwan and 
S^am Bazar? If so, will the Government, be pleased to state what stepa; 
have been taken in the matter? 
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Hr. A. A, L. Parsons: 1 do not know, but a representation to this 
eilMt was received by the Railway Board and the reply given was that 
theroatter Was within the competence of the Agent. 


Employment of the People of Ajmer-Merwara in the Phovincul 
Services of the Governors^ Provinces. 

1023. Sahib Harbilas Sarda: Are Government aware that the 
rules for admission into provincial services of the Governors* Provinces 
are such that the people of Ajmer-Merwara cannot get into those services 
while the people of other provinces, particularly the Punjab and the United 
Provinces, are freely taken in service in the higher branches of adminis- 
tration in Ajmer-Merw^ara? Are Government prepared to have such restric- 
tions removed and the people of Ajmer-Merwara made eligible for entry 
into the services of those provinces? Have Government any programme 
for training the people of Ajmer-Merwara so as to make them fit for 
occupying high appointments as they fall vacant, to the exclusion of the 
people from the provinces where restrictions* exist for the exclusion of 
outsiders from the services? If not, do they propose to consider the 
question of drawing up one? 

Mr. E. B. Howell: The Govemmeni of India have no definite in- 
ic'nimtion as to the exclusion of the people of Ajmer-Merwara from 
admission into provincial services in Governors* Provinces as the latter 
have full pow^ei^ to regulate recruitment to their own Provincial Civil 
Services. In Ajinor-Merwara officers for higher branches of adminis- 
tration requiring technical knowledge, such as the Police, Forests, Public 
Works and Co-operative Societies, are obtained frortri other Provinces 
because suitable candidates with sufficient experience are not available 
locally. It has been ('explained that Provincial Governments have full 
power to regulate recruitment to their own provincial services, and the 
Government of India do not expect them to allot vacancies to candi- 
dates from Ajmer-Merwara in their services to the exclusion of their 
own men. No definite programme exists and it is hardly possible to 
provide facilities for technical training in Ajmer-Merwara but candidates 
are from time to time sent to other Provinces for training to qualify them 
for promotion to higher posts in special Departments, such as the Police, 
T'orests and Co-operative Credit, 


Construction op a Railway from Ajmbr to Kotah Junction. 

1024. *Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda: Has the question of opening a rail- 
w^ay line from Ajmer to Kotah Junction through Deoli and Bundi been 
considered? If so, at what stage does the proposal stand now? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The construction of a railway from Nasirabad 
to Kotah, via Deoli and Bundi, is under consideratioxi. But, before a 
decision can be reached., it is necessary that a traffic survey of the routq 
should be carried out to enable the financial prospects of the proposed 
railway to be judged. The estimate of the post of the traffic survey ip 
under preparation aod it is hoped that it wjll be taken in hand sbo^Iy. 

B 2 
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Opening of a Nabbow Gauge Railway from Ajmeb ToTucM^Bilk.. 

1025. *Bai Salilb Harbilas Sarda: Has the question of oj^ffing 
up a narrow gauge line to Pushkar as also to improve transport and trade 
in Ajmer-Merwara been considered? If not, do Government propose to 
do so now? Are Government aware that Ajmer is one of the most im- 
portant places of pilgrimage for Muslims and t^t Hindu pilgrims to Pushkar 
go to Ajmer in large numbers? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The project of linking Ajmer and Pushkar by 
rail, either by the line of the existing road or by Makerwali or Kharekri was 
exhaustively examined in the years 1902 and 1914 and finally abandoned 
as commercially unprofitable. Government do not at present propose to 
re-examine it. 

Government are aware of the importance of the places mentioned 
to pilgrims of the Hindu and Mosl«n communities. 


Establishment OF A Representative Committed to mawgb 
Municipal Affairs in Pushkar, Ajmer-Merwara. 

1026. *^Bal Sahib Earbilas Sarda: (a) Are Government aware ^hat 
there is no Municipal Committee or other representative organisation of a 
like nature at Pushkar which is one of the most important places of pil- 
grimage for the Hindus and where thousands of people collect every year? 

(b) Are Government aware of the fact that the Shamlat Committee 
at Pushkar represents only the Jagirholders of Pushkar and is neither re- 
presentative of the entire body of Pandas of Pushkar nor of the public at 
large? 

(c) Will Government state how far the Shamlat income is being utilised 
by the said committee for public purposes and what steps are being taken 
by the said committee to improve the sanitation, roads, etc., of the town? 

(d) Is it a fact that two men P. Sohanlal and Gopikishen were twice 
elected members of the Shamlat Committee but were not allowed by Gov- 
ernment to take their seats on the Shamlat Committee? If so, will Gov- 
ernment state the reasons for thus overriding the right of the electors ? 

(e) Is it a fact that an amount of about Es. 50,000 was collected from 
the public in the nstme of the “Pushkar Jiwan Udhar Committee**? Will 
Government be pleased to state how much of this amount has been* 
expended, and on what, and what is the balance in hand? 

(/) Are Government prepared to move the local Government of Ajmer- 
Merwara to take into consideration the question of establishing a repre- 
sentative Committee for the management of Pushkar municipal affairs? 

Mr. E. B. Howell: The information is being collected and will be 
communicated to the Honourable Member in due course. 

t 

Iktroduction op a Time Scale of Pay in the Anglo-Vernacolar 
and High Schools op Ajher-Msbwara. 

1027. *Bai Sahib Harbilag Sarda: (a) Has the ijuestion of the introduo* 
•tion of a time scale of pay in the Anglo-Vemaoular and High Schools of 
Ajmer-Merwara, as it (Stains in the Government College, Ajmer, been 
oOfisidhred? 

(6] so, is it proposed to int!toduce such a iime scale? 
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Mr* JT. W* Bltpfa: The Honourable Member is referred to the infor- 
mation oommunicated to him by letter on the 17th March 1927 in reply 
to parts (d) and (e) of his question No. 878. 

Employment op Apprentices in the Central Workshops, AncEB. 

1028. Sahib Haxbilaa Sarda: Will Government kindly state the 
terms on which (1) Europeans, (2) Anglo-Indians, and (8) Indians are 
admitted in the Bailway Workshops at Ajmer for training in higher rail- 
way work? Do Government make uniform terms for all? If not, will 
Government please state the reasons for such (hstinctions? 

Mr, A. A. L. Parsons: I will send the Honourable Member, if he 
desires, a copy of the rules for the employment of apprentices in the 
Central Workshops, Ajmer; but the terms are uniform for apprentices 
of all nationalities. 

Rrgistr\r, Co-operative Societies, Ajmer-Merwara. 

1029. *Bai Sdiib Earbilas Sarda: (a) Are Government aware that 
the present Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Ajmer-Merwara, is reverting 
to the Punjab Provincial Service? 

(b) Are Government also aware that there are available in Ajmer people 
of that province who were trained in England in Co-operative Credit work? 

(c) Do Government propose to take their cases into consideration when 
filling up the vacancies? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: (p) Yes. 

(b) Government understand that two young men belonging to 
Ajmer-Merwara have been to England for nine months to study co- 
operative credit. One is now employed in. the Co-operative Bank in 
Bihar and Orissa. It is proposed to send the other to the Punjab for 
turther practical training. 

(c) The claims of local candidates will be duly considered. 

Supply op Fans in Intermediate aniJ Third Class Compartments 
ON State Railways. 

1030. *&a]a Baghunandan Prasad Singh: Will Government be pleased 
to state if they are considering any scheme for the supply of fans in inter- 
mediate and third class compartments of Railways controlled by Gov- 
ernment? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The reply is in the negative. 

Report of the Economic iNquiRY Committee. 

1081. *Bala Bai^bunandan Prasad Singh: Will Government bo pleased 
to state what action has been taken on the Report of the Economic Inquiry 
Gonunittee? 

The BonoaraUe Six Basil Blackett: I would refer the Honourable 
Membw to the reply given by me to Khan Bahadur Sarfaras Hussain 
. Khsn'fi question on this subject on the llth^ Matbh, 1927. 
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RiCONSTBCCTIOK Olf THE Royai. IvMsit Marinb.*' 

1082. *B&]a Raght man da o Praaad Singli: Will Government be pleased 
to state if the scheme for the reconstruction of the Royal Indian Marine 
is yet ready? If not. how long will it take to b© ready? 

Mr. O. M. Young: The attention of the Honourable Member is in- 
vited to His Excellency the Viceroy’s speech at the opening of the Legis- 
lative Assembly on the 24th January last. 

AGRICULTrRAL CoLLBGBS AND SCHOOLS. 

1038. *Ba]a Raghunandan Prasad Singh: Will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the number of Agricultural Colleges 
and Schools, Province by Province, which are financed by Government and 
the actual amount that is paid to such institutions by Government every 
jjrear? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: The latest information the Government of India 
have on the subject is contained in the ‘^Review of Agricultural Opera- 
tions in India, 1924-25” — Appendix V, a copy of which is available in the 
Members’ Library. 

Resolution heoardino the Release oe Sardar Khabak Sinou. 

1034. ^Sardar Oulab Singh: (a) Are Government aware that the 
second Assembly adopted unanimously the Resolution regarding the release 
of Sardar Kharak Singh on the 26th February, 1924? 

(b) Are they also aware that the second Assembly passed the Resolu- 
tion regarding the release of political prisoners on the 26th January, 1926? 

(c) What practical measures were taken to give effect to the said 
Resolutions? 

(d) When will the terms of imprisonment expire in the case of Sardar 
Khar^ Singh? 

(e) Has he earned any term of remission in his long imprisonment ? 

(f) Do Government intend to show any clemency in his case? 

(ff) Are Government also aware that the said prisoner did not defend 
himself? 

(h) Are Government also aware that other culprits of similar offences 
of manufacturing kirpans were acquitted!? 

The Eonoramble Sir Alexander Muddiman: (la) and (b). Yes. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer that I gave 
him on the 3rd September 1924, and to the answer that I gave to Lala 
Duni Chand on the 27th August 1926. 

(d) and (c). Government have no information. 

(f) Government are not aware of any such proposal, but the matter 
in jpnitntfrily one for the Government of the Punjab. 

(ff) Yes. 

'fh) Government have no infdttttation; but the Bitotlratide Bf ember 
be awcure that Sedidar Kharak Singh was also oonvioted under see^ 
tion 124-A of the Indian Penal Gete%. 
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Mr. 0. DuraiBwamy Alyangar: May I know whether this sort of refer- 
ences to answers given in 1924 iind 1926 is intended to prevent Members of 
this Assembly from putting supplementary questions? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiznan: No, but 1 suggest that :^n* 
ourable Members who put questions might examine some of the previous 
questions put and the answers given. 

Mr. 0- Duraiswamy Aiyangar: May I know whether Members are sup* 
posed to go through all the proceedings of 1924 and 1926 in putting ques- 
tions? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiznan: In this case my Honourable 
friend was a Member of the House and I gave him the answer to which 
I have referred him. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Are the Government aware that there is no chance of 
carrying such a Resolution regarding the release of Sardar Kharak Singh 
if that Resolution is moved to-day? Is not that a fact, Sir? (Laughter.) 

Time Tables op the Noiith Western Railway. 

1035. ♦Sardar Oulab Singh: (a) Are Government aware that the 
present Time Table of the North-Western Railway between Lahore and 
Lyallpur causes great inconvenience to the travelling public? 

(b) Are Government also aware that on the main lines the speed of 
trains has been accelerated? 

(c) Will the Government please state the reasons of slackening the 
speed and making unnecessarily long stoppages at the intermediate sta- 
tions? 

(d) How long will the present Time Table last? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) No. 

(b) Government are aware that some, trains in the main lines have 
been accelerated, 

(c) Government have no information and il is quite impossible for 
them to take any part in the arrangement of Time Tables. 

(d) The Time Tables are usually issued half-yearly and ordinarily the 
next Time Table will bo issued in September next. 

Application of the Sikh Ghrdwara Act to Sikh Gurdwaras 

IN Delhi. 

1036. ♦Sardar Oulab Singh: (a) Are Government aware that the 
Sikh Gurdwara Act has come into force in the Punjab^ 

(b) Are they also aware that there are a good many historical Sikh 
Gurdwaras in Delhi? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of applying the 
same Act to such Gurdwaras? 

The Honountble Sir Alexander Muddiznan: (a) Yes. 

(b) Government are aware that .Gurdwar^ exist jin Delhi. 

1 (o) Grovemxnent ana tiot aware tliai >diffioulties are being esqpeA. 

^laqedl in th^ adpwqistratiQn of. 0vrdmfB8* 
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' ' Estabushhbnt or a Cbhtsai. Aaf iNSTituti at Dilbi. 

1087. Hul Singh Qout: (a) Will Govenunent be pleased to state 
what action they have taken or propose to take to give ^ect to the Besolu* 
id<m passed by the Council of State to encourage the growth and deyelop* 
Tnent of Indian art by establishing a Central Art Institute at Delhi? 

(b) Will Goyemment be pleased to state the effect they intend to giye 
to tiie proposal to establish a “Prize of Delhi”? 

The EonontaUe Sir Bhnpendra Kath Ultra: (a) and (b). The attenthn 

of the Honourable Member is invited to the replies given by me to un> 
-starred question No. 92 by Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar and to starred 
question No. 816 by Mr. M. B. Jayakar on the 2nd February, 1926, and 
Mh March, 1927, respectively. 

NvuBEa OF Marbiaoes beoistebbd under Act XXX of 1923. 

1034. •Sir Earl Singh Oour: Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of marriages registered in the several provinces under Act XXX of 
1923, giving as far as possible the castes and religion of those married 
thereunder? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: The Government of India 
have no information. Eegistration of marriages is under the Devolution 
Buies a provincial transferred subject. 

Sir Hari Singh Ck>ur: Will the Government be pleased to collect the 
statistics and lay them on the table? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Huddino^an: ,No, Sir, I think no useful 
purpose will be served by asking Local Governments to collect statistics 
of that chatacter. 


Replies to Starred Questions. 

1039. *Khan Bahadur Sarlarai Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state the reasons why they do not intend to follow the pro- 
cedure of the Madras and the Punjab Legislative Councils in the matter 
of placing the replies to starred questions in the hands of the Honourable 
Members of the Indian Legislatures, sometime before the replies are 
actually read out in the House by the Government Members concerned? 

(6) Do Government propose so to amend the Indian Legislative Rules 
as to give this facility to the non-official Members for putting supple- 
mentary questions? If not, why not? {Vide starred question No. 4M of 
the 16th February, •1927.) 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (^) The present practice 
gives all reasonable facilities. 

* (b) For the reason just given Government have no such intention. 

Researches conducted by thb Jupeeial Dairy Expert at 
Bano.^lor£. 

1040. *Kliaii Bahadur Sarfarai gu a aa in Khan: (a) Will Government 
be pleased to . efeate^ when the ]>airy Expert in Ban^IOPe appointed 
and what research work he has in' hand and^ whothor be bas flnfsbed 
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research einoe his aippointment? Will Government place on the table a 
statement of his researches since the’ appointment was created? 

(b) Are Government in a position to state whether any business ancil- 
lary to the Dairy business has developed in the country as a result of the 
^searches carried on^y the Dairy Expert at Bangalore? (Vide stoned 
question No. 452 of the 16th February 1927.) 

Mr. J. W. Shore: (a) and (6). The Imperial Dairy Expert since his 
appointment on May 1st, 1920, haa conducted varied and valuable re^ 
searches into many problems affecting Animal Husbandry and Dairying. 
A brief statement of his work will be supplied to the Honourable Member 
and plaQed in the Library of the House. 

Claims of Indians in Tanoanitika against the ex-German Colony. 

1041. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarfarai Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state whether the proposed inquiry into the correctness of 
the statement referred to in the African Comrade ^ Dares-Salaam, dated 
the 17th November last, has been made, and, if so, will they be pleased 
to lay the result of the inquiry on the table of this House ? If no inquiry 
has as yet been made, will thev please state why? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken 
or are being taken for re-imbursing the Indians in Tanganyika? (Vide 
starred question No. 64 of the 31st January, 1927.) 

Hr. L. Graham : (Ja) Enquiry has been made and it has been ascertained 
that, so far as Tanganyika is concerned, the statement made by the 
African Comrade is incorrect. It haa already been decided by the Mixed 
Arbitral Tribunal that claims in respect of that territory are admissible 
under Article 297 (c) of the Treaty of Versailles read with Article 121 of 
the same Treaty. 

(6) It is understood that offers are being made by the German autho- 
rities for the settlement of a large number of the claims in question but, 
as negotiations are still in progress, it is not possible to make a detailed 
statement. 

Running op a Shuttle Train from Buxar to Mokambh on the 
East Indian Railway. 

1042. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarfarai Hussain Khan: (a) Has the attention 
of Government been drawn to the paragraph under the caption “ East 
Indian Railway timings published in the Searchlight of the 4th March, 
1927? 

(b) If so, is the statement made therein correct? 

(c) If so, do they propose to direct the railway authorities concerned 
to arrange the running of a shuttle train from Buxar to Mokameh or even 
to Patna as suggested in the paragraph referred to above? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons; (a) No. 

(b) Government have no information on the subject. 

(c) It is quite iinpoesible for Govemipent to ' ta&b any part in the"^ ary 
rangeme^ of Time Tables. * Copies of the qtiesiton and answer are b^ng 
sent to the Agent of the East Indian Railway. 



2424 L|BGI3LAT1V£ A&SBMBLY. [21ST MaB. 1927. 

. Rbpbbsextation op Muslims in the Civil Sbbvices in Mabbas. 

1043. Sayyid Hixrtaza Salieb Bahadur: (a) Do Oovemment 
propose giving adequate representation to Muslims in the ensuing appoint- 
ments in the Civil Services? 

(5) Is it a fact that there is only one Muslim ^n the services in the 
Madras Presidency? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the claims of the Muslims 
wherever there is no adequate representation? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (a) and (c). I refer the 
Honourable Member to my announcement of the 2nd March 1925 in 
another place and to the answer that I gave to Maulvi Muhammad Yakub 
on the 24th March 1926 in this Assembly. The claims of Muslims are 
always considered along with those of other minority communities. 

.ifi) No. 

Appointment op a Mussalman as a Judge op the Patna High 

Court. 

1044. ^Maulvi Muhammad Tabub: (<i) Is it a fact that the total 
strength of the Patna High Court is seven permanent and two additional 
Judges? Is it also a fact that out of the nine four are Indians includ- 
ing two Bengalis and two Bihari Hindus and none of them is a Mussal- 
man? 

(5) Are Government aware that there is a strong feeling amongst the 
Mussalmans of Bihar on account of there not being even a single Miissal- 
man Judge on the Bench of their BBgh Court? 

(<;) Are Government aware that notice of a Eesolution on the above 
subject was given by a Mussalman Member of the Bihar Provincial Council 
which was ^sallowed? If not, are Government prepared to inquire and 
obtain the necessary information? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the claims of the Mussalmans 
of Bihar when the next vacancy occurs on the Bench of the High Court of 
that Province? 

The il^onourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: {a) Yes. 

(b) I am imable to say. 

(c) The answer to the first part is in the negative. Government do not 
propose to take the action suggested in the second part. 

(d) The Honourable Member is referred to the answer given to part 
. (a) of question No. 471 asked by Khan Bahadur Saiyid Muhammad Ismail 

in tte legislative Assembly on the 6th March 1923 (Assembly Debates, 
Volume HI, page 8021). 

Mr. 0. Neogy: May I know whether of the two Bengali Judges of 
the Patna High Court, one is not a Member of the Indian Civjtt Service be- 
longing to the Bihar cadre? 

Th$ Eo^onr4ble Sir Altxandar Muddiman: The Honoumble Member 
U ji|p^ than,! am. If he w^vid giv! 4 ^iUO }u» 

t 'mdd giyehW an answer. . 
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Mr, K* 0. Heogy: May I know whether the Muhammadan population 
m that pl’ovince is less than 10 per cent., and if tiie same proportion were 
claimed by Muhammadans out of the Indian Judges at Patna, it would 
worli out to less than half a Judge? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I must point out to the 

Honourable Member that High Courta are not representative institutiona 
in which percentages of population should be represented. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is the Honourable Member further aware that two 
eminent Muhammadan Barristers who were appointed to the Bench of 
tho Patna High Court found it profitable to resign and revert to the Bar? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman : I am aware there were two 
distinguished Muhammadan Judges, but why they left tho Bench I can- 
not say. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is it a fact that cent, per cent, of the Government 
Advocate of the Patna High Court, Mr. Sultan Ahmed, is Muhammadan? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: 1 should think so from his 

name : it sounds likely. (Laughter.) 

Haulvi Muhammad Takub: Are then* not other Mussalman Barristers 
available in Bihar who are competent to beeorao Judges of the High Court 
besides those whom the Honourable Member just mentioned and who 
refused the offer? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: My Honourable friend will 
pardon me if I decline, in answer to a question, to enter into *1 considera- 
tion of the qualifications of the Patna Bar. 

Mr. E- 0. Neogy: May I know whether the Government has made any 
departure from the policy referred to in the answer to question No. 26 of the 
15th February 1921, in which the Government of India disowned any 
share of responsibility in regard to these permanent appointments to the 
provincial High Court Benches? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Sir, there has been no depar- 
ture of policy. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Maj I draw the attention of the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the fact that on that occasion the Government of India declined to 
make any detailed statement in reply to a similar question in regard to 
the Madras High Court? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: It may have been so. The 
present Leader of the House is more amiable. 

Employment op Mussalmans in the Office of the Accoujnuarr 
General, Central Bevsnuxs. 

1046. *Kaulvi MUhammad Takub: 'Will Government be {ileasttf 
'iio state: 

(a) How many clerks have been recruited in the pflSce of ^ tho 

Accountant General, CehtFat Bevenuee, since 

(b) HowAEoany of these peifnaiieiit pests are held<%y‘^e 

mans? 
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(«) Have any probationers for the Subordinate Accounts Servica 
been taken in the same offloe, and if so, how many? 'Was any 
Mussalman taken as a probationer in the Subordinate Accounte 
Service? If not, why not? 

HonootaUe Sir Baali Blackett: I would refer the Honouraoie 
ICember to the reply given by the Honourable Sir Charles Innes on the 
:27th January to his unstarred question No. 8, and to my reply on the 
•14th instant to similar questions by Mr. Abdul Haye. 


PnoBHTAOB Of Mussalman Clkkks in thb Orfics of the Audit 
O fficBB, Indian Stobes Depabthent. 

1046. *llaulvl Muhammad Takub: What is the percentage of the 
Mussalman clerks in the office of the Audit Officer, Indian Stores Depart- 
snent? 

The BUnonnble Sir Basil Blackett: The percentage is about 1*7. 


Nuubeb of Mussaluans employed in the Govebnuent of India 

Pbess, Delhi. 

1047. *MaalTl Muhammad Yakubt (e) Will Government be pleased 
to state the total strength and the number of the Mussalmans in the 
Correspondence, Computing, Accounts and Books Branches of the Govern* 
ment of India Press, Delhi, stating the grades and the pay of the Mussal- 
mans separately? 

(b) What is the total strength of the men working in the Beading Branch 
of the Delhi Press and how many of them are Mussalmans and what are 
their grades and monthly salary? 

the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: (a) .The total strength 
of the branches is 29: 6 posts are held by Mussalmans 

( 8 ) The total strength of the branch is 54: 13 posts ar^ held by 

Mussalmans. 

A statement showing the grade and present pay of each of the Musssd- 
mans in the branches in question will be sent to the Honourable Mem- 
ber. 

Gbant of GRATniTiE.s to the Families of two Eupt.oybe8 of the 
Government of India Press, Delhi, killed in a becemt 
Accident iv the Press. 

1048. *Kaulvl Muhammad Takub: Will Government be pleased 
to state what gratuities, or pensions have been granted to the families ol 
4he two jemployees of the Government of India Press, Delhi, who wen 
'lolled by the falling of a portion of the wall of the Press hiding on this 
4tti November, 1926, in the discharge of their duty? 

Tha BopcnuraUa Sir Bhupendra Bath Mitra: Sums unounting to 
Bs. 1,660 in one case and Bs. 1,887*8 in the other case have been de* 
.^oritnd udth the Cimunissioner for Wcwkmen’s Compensation for dbtci* 
butim to the dependants of the deceased employees. 
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Peoposition Statement op the DEI4HI Piuasg. 

104^9. ^Xanlvi Xifhammad Yakub; Will Gbvenmient be pleased 
t6 state whether the proposition statement of the Delhi Press submitted by 
the Controller of Printing, Stationeiy and Stamps, has been accepted by 
Oovamznent or whether any changes to the proposed scale of pay haves beeiA 
made? If any changes have been made, what are they? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mltra: Modifications were 
made by Government in 'the Controller’s proposals. Government do 
not intend to publish the latter and I regret therefore that I cannot 
supply the information asked for in the last part of the question. 

Successful CANoiDATis at the Examination foe the Subobdinatb 

Accounts Seevicb. 

1050. *Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: (a) How many candidates appeared 
at the last examination for the selecticm of Subordinate Accoimts Service 
held in November last and how many of them came out successful? 

{h) From how many and which Postal Audit Offices were these candidate# 
selected? 

(c) Out of the successful candidates how many were Madrasi-Brahmina 
how many Madrasi non-Brahmins and how many belonging to other Pro- 
vinces? Was any Mussalman amongst those who were selected? 

(d) Who were the examiners for the above examination? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) 53 appeared and 13 were 
deemed to have reached the requisite standard. 

(6) From two Postal Audit Offices, viz., Nagpur and Madras, and 
the Telegraph Audit Office, Calcutta. 

(jc) Out of the candidates, who were deemed to have reached the 
requisite standard, 12 were Madrasi Brahmins and one belonged to 
enother province. 

(d) As already explained in reply to question No. 213 asked on the 
18th March 1924, an index number alone is shown on the papers sent to 
the examiners who are thus unaware of the race or nationality of each 
candidate. There is therefore no reason to give this information. 

Expendittteb on the Demolition and Reconsteuction op the Domes 

OF THE NoETHERN BlOCK IN THE NbW DbLHI SECRETARIAT. 

1051. ♦Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah: (a) Whv were the domes of the 
Northern Block in the New Delhi Secretariat constructed in 1926, during 
the time of the Chief Engineer, Mr. Sale, demolished? 

(b) Is it because of the wrong plan given for their construction by 
Mr. Corrigan, the Technical Assistant? 

(c) If so, was any action taken by the authorities for this negligence on 
his part? 

(d) What waa the loss sustained by the demolition and iMQSuiliaAetite 
of Ihese domes? 
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Title HonoumUe Sir Bhupendra Hath Ultra: (a) Presumably the 
Hoj^Qurable Member refers to the Chattris on the North Blocks which 
j^Wjtre erected in 1926. They were demolished as they were not approved 
xand it was decided to modify the design and reduce the numbers. 

.0)) No.. 

(jc) Does not arise. 

{d) A saving has been effected by modifying the design and reduc- 
ing the numbers it was proposed to build. 

Mr. A, Rangaawaml Iyengar: May we know what has happened to 
the smaller dome up here? 

The Eonourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Sir, 1 submit that that 
question does not arise. 


RaxENTroN of the Services op Mr. Corrioan in the Public 
I Works Department, New Delhi. 

1052. *Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah: (a) Is not Mr. Corrigan an officer 
♦retired from service before 1920? 

(i6) Was he re-entertained in the Public Works Department of N^w Delhi 
sBti the age of 60 in 1920? 

(o) Was an extension of service granted to him last year? 

(d) If so, was the question of his negligence in giving a wrong plan for the 
domes and the loss which he caused to Government considered? If so. 
why was the extension of service sanctioned? 

(e) Is it a fact that, when his extension or re-appointment came up for 
^consideration the Accounts Officer objected to his appointment on the 
ground that there were no funds available for continuing the post? 

(/) Is it a fact that a number of draftsmen who had put in service ranging 
from 6 to 14 years were discharged on the ground of reduction of establish- 
ment and funds were made available for continuing the services of Mr. 
<Jorrigan? If so, will Government be pleased to state why this was done? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes. 

Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) Government have no knowledge of any incident such as that re- 
ierr^ to. 

(e) The Accounts Officer pointed out that there was no budget pro- 
vision for this particular appointment. 

(f) A number of draftsmen have been or are being brought under 
reduetion owing to the reorganisation of the drawing office. This re- 
organisation and reduction had no reference to the provision of funds for 
the retention of Mr. Corrigan. 


CLAESmCATION OF APMlNISrRATIVB AND MlNISTERIVL OFFICERS OP THE 

Postal Department. 

105B. ’^Mt* Ot B« Hanga Iyer : (1) Will Government be pleased to say if 
tjim ohneifteatioBf^ot^ administrative and miniatertal officers was revised for 
Ihe Post^ X^epaftaneot in 1918? 
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(2) It go, will ^Government please give reasons for puttmg the entire 
lion-gazetted officers under ministerial irrespective of the class of woA on 
which they are em^ployed? 

(8) Does not article 86 of the Civil Service Eegulations require that classi- 
fication of officers “Administrative” and “Ministerial” should be based 
on the nature of the work on which an officer is employed and is it not 
according to this rule that the subordinates in the Telegraph Branch are 
classified? 

(4) Are not telegraphists and telegraph masters who are non^azettad 
officers classed* as administrative officers? 

(6) Are Government prepared to reconsider the question pertaining to 
the Postal Department and declare all officers in selection grades as 
” Administrative officers” 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mltra: (1) Yes. 

(2) As the non-gazetted officials of the Post Office do not perform ad- 
mmistrative duties they were classed as ministerial. 

(3) The Classification of subordinates in the Telegraph Branch la 
.made under Pundamental Kule Number 9, Section (17), which has re- 
placed Article Number 36, Civil Service Regulations. 

(4) Telegraphists and telegraph masters are classed as non-minis- 
terial. 

(5) The question is under examination. 

Grant op Licencm to Vendors on Railway Platforms. 

1054. *Mr, ICukhtar Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to ^ato the 
rules under which the vendors are given licences to sell articles on the rail- 
way platforms? 

(b) Are the rules in this connection uniform on all the railways? 

(c) Are the vendors charged any licensing fees? If so, how mueh? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (c). The usual practice is to allow only 
authorised vendors to sell articles on station platforms, and they have 
to pay a small license fee to the railway authorities. The amount of 
the fee is left to Agents to decide. 

(b) I cannot say if the practice I have just mentioned is uniform on 
all railways, but it is certainly followed on most. 

Contracts for th* Sale of Articles on Railway Platforms on the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 

1055. ’^Mr. Mokhtar Singh: Is it a fact that on the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India and East Indian Railways in some of the diviajons the 
contracts are given for the sale of articles on the railway platforms by 
charging a licensing fee from the contractors? If so, will Government be 
pleased to state the divisions wherein this practice prevails and will the 

’ Government be further pleased to state the amount charged from the 
cemtraotom for givb:ig such . eoxitraets? 

Ml. A. A» L. PaiiMiS The answer to the first part of the quest^U 
in the affirmative. The fees charged for stall-heepers on tto 
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9«n>da and Central India Bailwa; vary from Bs. 60 to Ba. 120 per 
annum, except in the Bombay District where the fees range from’ 
Bs. 100 to 1,000. Itinerant vendors on station platforms pay 12 to 
60. Similar information as regards the East Indian Bailway is not 
available. 


RsCEUnMENT OF CoOUES ON THE DlFFSEENT BaILWATS. 

1056. *Mr. Mukhtar Sinjfh: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
procedure adbpted for the recruitment of coolies on the different railways? 
Is the procedure uniform on all the railways? 

(5) Has the attention of Government been invited to the fact that the 
coolies on all the big stations such as Delhi, Cawnpore, Lucknow, Mmada* 
bad, etc., have to pay to their jamadars and other officers exorbitwat 
sums out of their earnings and that consequently they charge much higher 
n^tes from the passengers than the sanctioned rates? 

Mr. A. A. L. Panons: (a) The methods of recruiting coolies vary on 
different railways and at different stations on the same railway; there is 
no stereotyped procedure. 

0») No. 

Issue of Tickets to Third Class Passengers at the Delhi Railway 

Station. 

% ✓ 

1057. *Mr. Mukhtar Sinipi: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
rule for the opening of the third dsss booking office at Delhi station? 

(jb) Has the attention of Government been invited to the fact that the 
tickets are not issued to the third class passengers at the Delhi railway 
station till half an hour before the departure time of the train? 

(c) Are Government aware that at the Delhi station third class pas* 
sengers are put to a great inconvenience in obtaining their tickets? 

Kr. A. A. L. Faisons: (a) It is open throughout the 24 hours. 

(b) No. 

(«) No complaints have been received by Government to this effect. 

Mr. Osya Prasad Singh: Are Government aware that in the course 
of my budget speech last year I brought this matter to the notice of 
Government, but that since then no improvement has taken place in 
the matter of the opening of the third class booking office at Delhi rail* 
•way station? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: I was unfortunately not her^ to hear the 
Honourable Member’s budget speech last year. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Sin^: Am 1 to take it that Government do noli 
road the budget speeches of Honourable Members on this side of the 
House? (Laughter.) 

Issue of Tickets to Third Class Passengers at Hapur Station on 
the East Indian Railway. 

1058. *Mr. Mukhtar Sin^: (a) Will Govemmolt be pleased to state the 
iQSiirootions issued to tiie railway authorities at Hapur statibn (EaSt ladian 
B^ilway) as regsids the issuing of the tickets to tliM class passbngets? 
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“ (b) Does the booking ofl&ce for the third class passengers at Hapur 
station remain, open for all the twenty >four hours or is it required to be- 
open only a few minutes before the departure time of the trains? If the 
booking office is not required to be open all the twenty-four hours 
Government be pleased to state the average number of tickets issued daily 
at the Hapur station (East Indian Hallway)? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of making 
it a rule to keep open the booking office for third class passengers at Hapur* 
railway station? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The Honourable Member is referred to> 
paragraph 76(6) of the East Indian Eailway Time Table and Guide in 
force from March 1927. 

' ' (6) The booking for all classes of passengers at Hapur station is 
open from 6 to 18 hours daily. The average number of tickets issued 
daily at Hapur station is not known. 

(c) The question of what hours booking offices at part.icular stations 
should remain open must necessarily be left to the Agent. 

Number op Students at the Royal Military College at 

Deiira Dun. 

1059. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
number of students at the Royal Military College at Dohra Dun? 

(6) How many of these students are Hindus and how many of them 
are Mahomedans ? 

(c) What arrangement is made for teaching Urdu and Hindi to the 
students of this College? 

(d) Are the students required to take up Hindi or Urdu as one of the 
subjects for their examinations? 

(e) How many teachers are employed to teach Hindi to the students 
who want to take up this vernacular as their subject for the examination ? 

Mr. G. M, Young: (a) The munber on the 1st March 1927 was 78. 

(h) Hindus 21 ; Muhammadans 26. 

(c) Competent teachers of both languages are employed. 

(d) In the College examinations Urdu is an obligatory subject and 
Hindi is optional. 

(e) Two. 

Week-End Concession Tickets on the East Indian Railway. 

1060. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
rules tor the issuing of week-end concession . tickets on the East Indian 
Eailway ? 

(6) Are these tickets issued on Sundays as well? 

(c) Is it not a fact that a Inrge number of people do not enjoy this privi- 
lege as the tickets are not available on Supdays? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of issuing' 
week-end tickets on Sundays as well? 

O' 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (ja) and (b). The Honourable Member is re- 
ienred to pages XVId and XVIa of the East Indian Railway Time Tablev 

(ic) Government have no information on the subject. 

(d) This is a matter within the competence of the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, and Government do not propose to take the action 
suggested in the HonouraUe Member's question. 


Purchase op Coal foe State Railways. 

1061. *Ehan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: (<i) Is it a fact that coal 
for Indian State Railways is purchased mostly from British firms? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) is in the aflBrmative, will they be pleased 
to state the reasons for this preference? 

(c) If the answer to part (a) is in the negative, will they be pleased to 
state the names of all the firms from which coal has been purchased during 
the iast three years? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (6). 1 would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply which I gave to starred question No. 409, on the 
15th February 1927. • 

(ic) The details are now published in the Indian Trade Journal. Those 
for 1926-27 and 1927-1928 will be found in the issues of 11th February, 
1926, and 24th February, 1927, respectively. Special arrangements 
were made for our supplies for 1925-1926. 


Cost of Alterations to the American Wagons purchased in 1918 

FOR Indian Railways. 

1062. *Ehan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (^) Is it a fact that 
Messrs. Bum and Co., Ltd., Howrah, were given ^.n advance of a crore of 
rupees for carrying out certain alterations to the American wagons pur- 
chased by the Secretary of State in 1918 for Indian Railways? 

(b) Have the Government obtained the information as promised in reply 
to a question on the 15th February, 1927, as to the original and the final 
estimates of the cost of alterations to those wagons? 

(c) If not, when do they expect to obtain particulars? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) No. 

(h) and (c). The Government hope to obtain the information by 
the end of this month. 


Cost op Various Types of Carriages in Use on the Railways. 

1068. *Ehan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: Will Government be 
pleased to state the cost of construction in 1925-26 : 

(a) of a completely furnished first class railway carriage, 

(h) of a fully furnished second class railway carriage, 

(c) of a fully equipped intermediate class railway carriage, and 

(d) of a fully equipped third class railway carriage, 

that ply on each of the broad gauge railways and the metre gauge lines In 
India? 
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Mr. A. L. ParsoiUi: I am having such information as is ^ailable 
in the Eailway Board's office collected and will send it to the Hjonour- 
able Member when it is ready. 

Expenditure on the Reconstruction of Railway Stations on, State 

Railways. 

1064. *Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: {<v) Will Government be 
pleased to state the number of main or important railway station buildings 
on State Railways that have been or are being demolished for erecting new 
buildings in their place and the total amount of cost involved in such re- 
constructions ? 

(f>) Will they further be pleased to state the reasons for such reconstruc- 
tion in each case, with the dates as \o when such stations were originally 
built? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (6). The information is not readily 
available and Government do not consider it advisable to put the State 
Railway Administrations to the labour and trouble of compiling it. 

Guarantee Fund, East Indian Railway. 

1065. *Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: Will Government be pleased to 
state whether the East Indian Railway prior to 1925 had a Fund called 
the Guarantee Fund? If so, will Government please state: 

(a) what are the objects of the Fund, 

(h) the amount of monies held by the Fund on 81st December, 
1924, and 

(c) how suet monies are disposed of? 

Amounts utilised for Reimbursements for Losses from the Guarantee 
Fund, East Indian Railway. 

1066. ^Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney: Is it the primary object of the 
Guarantee Fund to reimburse the Railway against losses suffered by it 
caused through misdemeanour, neglect or any other cause provided for in 
tho rules of the Fund? If so, will Government please state: 

(a) what sums of money have been utilised for purposes of such 

reimbursements during the year 1924? 

(b) what were the specific cases in which losses were suffered by the 

Railway and if such cases were taken to Court and the culprits 
punished before reimbursements were made? 

(c) whether such culprits were members of the Guarantee Fund? 

Procedure followed by the East Indian Railway in rkimbursing 

ITSELF FOR LOSSRS CAUSED BY THE StaFF. 

1067. *Lieut..ODlonel H. A. J. Gidney: In a case where the Railway 
alleges having suffered losses caused by its staff who are members of the 
Guarantee Fund, will Government please state: 

(a) whether the railway punishes such .members by deducting half 
the amount of their Provident Fund subscriptions and trans- 
ferring the same to the Fine Fund instead of applying the 

0 2 
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Funds of the Guarantee Fund to reimburse it against the 
alleged losses? 

(b; whether suoh punishment is inflicted with a view to recovering^ 
more than the amount of the alleged losses; 

(c) what the total amount deducted from the Provident Fund 

monies of the six dismissed men in the cotton waste case 
was ; and 

(d) what the exact value of the alleged losses in the cotton waste 

case was? 

Procedure followed by the East Indian Railway in reimbursing 
ITSELF FOR LoSSES CAUSED BY THE StaFF. 

1068. ’*‘Ll6Ut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oldney: Is it a fact that such deduction 
from the members, Provident Fund amounts are transferred to the Fine 
Fund? If so, under what legal authority is this done? 

Subscriptions to the Guarantee Fund prom the Employees of the 
East Indian Railway. 

1069. *Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: Will Government “please state 
the exact month for which the subscriptions to the Guarantee Fund were 
deducted from the East Indian Railway employees' salaries for the year. 
1924, and whether the dividends payable to its members were paid to such 
employees who were dismissed during 1924 after having deducted their 
subscriptions for 1924? If not, why not? 

The Guarantee Fund, East Indian Railway. 

1070. ♦Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: («) Since the East Indian Rail- 
way has become a State Railway, does the Guarantee Fund sUll operate? 
If not, will Government please state how the monies of the Fund have 
been disposed of and the exact amount accounted for? 

(b) If in existence, what was the total amount standing to its credit 
at the end of 1925 and did the East Indian Railway reimburse itself from 
this Fund for the loss suffered by it in the matter of the alleged fraud in 
the Lowmoor iron case, when two high officials were dismissed? 

(c) What was the total amount deducted from the Provident Fund of 
these two high oflScials and how does it compare with the actual loss 
Buffered by the Railway in this case? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I propose, with your permission, Sir, to answer 
questions Nos. 1065 to 1070 together. 

The information is being* collected and will be supplied to the Hon- 
ourable Member in due course. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: Does the Honourable Member re- 
quire more than the stipulated ten days' notice to answer questions? 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons: I require in this case more than ten days to 
collect all the information for which the Honourable Member has asked. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Is it the case that Government want 
more time to give replies to questions when they consider that replies 
are not convenient? 
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Mr. A. A. L. ParsoQS: I think it is very rarely that the Government 
Df India consider that a reply is not convenient. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: May I ask the Honourable Mem- 
ber if he will inform me whether I can get a reply before this House dis- 
sembles? 

Amalgamation ok the Public Works Branch with the Department 
OP Industries and Labour. 

1071. *Mr, M. Yusul Imam: (a) Will Government be pleased to give 
the number of receipts and issues for three months from June to August 
1926 of the work done in each section of the Public Works Branch of the 
Department of Industries and Labour and also the number of men em- 
ployed for their disposal? 

(b) Is it a fact that there are two cashiers for distributing the pay of 
about 25 men and 2 officers; if so, do Government propose to abolish one 
of the posts? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Budget work of the Public Works Branch 
which was previously done by two men only is now being done by a Super- 
intendent and four Assistants? 

(d) Is it a fact that owing to the Eeforms a great deal of work has been 
diminished ? ' 

(e) Is it 8 fact that one Assistant Secretary is employed for the per- 
formance of the Budget work, and if so, what work does he do when the 
Budget is over? 

(/) Is it a fact that the payment of bills for publications and the distri- 
bution of stationery is being done by the Department of Industries and 
Labour ? 

(ff) Will Government be pleased to state whether they intend to amal- 
gamate the Public Works Branch with the Department of Industries and 
J abour and abolish the post of the Assistant Secretary, a Superintendent 
and a cashier and thus relieve the tax-payer of the burden of the sum 6f 
Bs. 1,800 per mensem? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) The Public Works 
Branch of the Department of Industries and Labour comprises three re- 
gular sections, viz., Works, Establishments, and Accounts and General, 
and the number of receipts and issues in each of these sections during tho 
period June to August 1926 was as follows: 




Eeceipts. 

Issues. 

Works .... 

, 

638 

276 

Establishments 

. 

. . . 600 

489 

Accounts and General 

• 

• . . 816 

669 



Total . 1,864 

1,433 


The number of men employed for their disposal was 30. 

(;b) A cashier and assistant cashier are employed. They have mmy 
duties besides that of disbursing pay, and Government do not, for ihe 
present, propose to abolish either post. 

(c) No. 
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(d) There have been certain reductions in work owing to tiie introduc- 
tion of the Eeforms, in consequence of which the Public Wprks Depart- 
ment was reduced to a branch of the Industries and Labour Department 
and the number of sections from 6 to 3. 

(e) No. 

(f) Yes, but in the case of bills for publications these are first passed’ 
by the Public Works Branch. 

(gf) The question of amalgamation is receiving consideration- 

Extension op Sbkvice granted to Mr. C. H. Withers, Foreman 
•Electrical Department, Carriage and Wagon, Moghulpura, 
North Western Railway. 

1072. *Llent.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: (1) Will Government be pleased’ 
to state whether the 55 years retiring age limit is applicable alike to con- 
solidated and daily paid staff in the State Railways? 

(2) Are Government aware that at an oflficial meeting held on 18th’ 
December, 1925, in the office of the Agent, North Western Railway, it 
was decided that no extension of service beyond the age of 55 years is to 
be given to any staff other than menial or daily rated workshop staff? 

(3) Are Government aware that such a decision on the part’ of the Agent 
is contrary to the Fundamental Rules which bear the seal of approval of 
the Government of India? 

(4) Will Government please state whether, when extensions of service 
to meet the exigencies of the Railway are given to monthly paid staff as 
was done in the case of Mr. C. H. Withers, Foreman, Electrical Depart- 
ment, Carriage and Wagon, Moghulpura, these employees forfeit all claims 
to leave and furlough which in Mr. Withers' case amounted to 15 months’ 
furlough, 3 months’ war bonus leave and six months’ recognised leave 
prior to retirement? If so, what is the period of compensators^ extension 
of service? What was the period of extension granted to Mr. Withers? 

(6) Did the Electrical Engineer strongly recommend further exten- 
sion of service in Mr. Withers’ case? 

(6) Are Government prepared to consider the question of giving 
Mr. Withers a “compensation gratuity” as is being done on the East 
Indian Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have no information with regard to 
the individual case of Mr. Withers which is mentioned by the Honourable 
Member, and do not propose to take any action with regard to it. As a 
general rule, and apart from any specific provisions contained in a service 
contract, the Fundamental Rules, including rule 56 yhich deals with 
superannuation, apply to monthly rated employees on the North Western 
Railway. Under rule 86 of those rules no leave can extend more than six 
months beyond the date on which a Government servant must compul- 
sorily retire, or, if he is granted an extension of service, more than six 
months beyond the date on which he ceases to discharge has duties. In 
any case, it is entirely within the competence of the Agent to determine 
whether extensions should be granted after the age of 65, or what leave 
should be granted to an officer whose service has been extended. 
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Iil6ut.*Ck)lQnel H. A. J. Qidney: Will the Honourable Member please 
inform me whether he countenances any action on the part of the Agent 
which is conjirary to or against the Fundamental Eules? 

Mr. A. A. L. Panu)ns: I should not countenance action taken by an 
Agent contrary to the Fundamental Rules where they apply. 

Lieut.-OcAonel H. A. J. Oidney: Does the Honourable Member admit 
that the Fundamental rules apply in this case? That is the specific part 
of my question, the crux of tho’whole matter. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have already informed the Honourable Member 
that Government have no information with regard to this individual case. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: Will Government kindly get informa- 
tion on the case? 

Mr. A. A. L- Parsons: No, Sir. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: Why not, Sir? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: On the facts stated by the Honourable Member 
I see no reason why Goveminent should call for information; for I see 
no reason to believe that there has been any action on the part of the 
Agent of the North-Western Railway which requires interference on our 
part. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: 1 am awfully sorry. Sir, to ask another 
supplementary question, but the Honourable Member, I must say, has 
evaded my question. He has not given me any reply to it. When I ask 
a question. Sir, I expect a reply. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: In view of the fact that the Government of India from 
time to time. Sir, from 1921, since I came to this Assembly, have been 
putting off Members by not giving sufiicient answers to questions relating 
to the Railway Department; do Government propose now, for the benefit 
of the country, to bring in the Agents here to reply to questions put by 
Honourable Members? (No reply was given.) 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Another question, Sir. In view of the fact also that 
the Government of India are unable to answer certain questions regarding 
Railways on the pretext, or on the ground, that the Agents, are not here 
and they are not able to answer ihose questions themselves, do Govern- 
ment propose now to state under what authority or the provisions of law; 
or rules and Standing Orders of this Assembly, Honourable Members are 
debarred from getting the answers to which they are entitled? 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: May I again also ask the Honourable 
Member to reply to my supplementary question? I am awaiting a reply. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsone: To which supplementary question does the Efon- 
ourable Member require a reply? ^ 

Lieut.-Oolonel Hi A* J* Oidney:! see there is no use asking any more/ 
questions ; T am sorry, for I can see the Honourable Member cannot reply 
to them. 
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Case op Postal Recruited Telegraphists. 

1078. ’^Ideut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oldney: (1) With reference to the Hon* 
curable Member’s answer to my question No. 508, dated 18th February, 
1927, is the Honourable Member aware that the postal recruited telegra- 
phists did not volunteer to transfer themselves from the Postal to the 
Telegraph Department, but responded to Goveminent’s call when they, 
^ere considering the amalgamation of the Post and Telegraph Depart- 
ments? 

(2) Is it not a fact that these loyal servants who have had, in many 
csises, more than 10 years’ service in the Postal Department are com- 
pelled to wait for another 15 years to reach their efficiency bar in the 
Telegraph Department, and to appear for their efficiency bar test at the 
<old age of well over 40 years? 

(8) Are Government prepared to reconsider their decision and remedy 
this ^ievance of these servants of the State? 

T^e Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (1) It is not a fact that 
the postal recruited telegraphists “did not volunteer” for transfer to the 
Telegraph Department. In notifying the revised rules in 1913 for recruit- 
ment to the Local Service# the Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
made it known that postal signallers were eligible for transfer %o the Tele- 
graph Department on certain conditions which were clearly defined. It 
was laid down that the selection of suitable postal hands was to be made 
from those who “desired” *a transfer to the Telegraph Department. There 
was thus no “cmH” for men and selection was made only when vacancies 
occurred in the Local Scale of the Department. 

(2) Yes, but under the existing rules telegraphists in the General or 
Local Service reach the efficiency bar at the end of fifteen years’ service; 
while a Station Service telegraphist beconies due to pass the efficiency bar 
at the end of ten years’ service and no relaxation of rules can be made 
in favour of postal recruited telegraphists. 

(3) Government have recently reconsidered the matter but found no 
justification for modifying the previous orders. ’ 

Lieut.-Oolonel H,. A. J. Oidney: Will the Honourable Member kindly in- 
form me whether at that time there was an urgent need for extra tele- 
graphists or not and these men responded to that urgency? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra; The answer is in ifhe nega- 
tive. I may for the information of the Honourable Member and of the 
House state that the decision of Government was based on the recom- 
mendation of a Committee of which my Honourable and gallant friend 
was a member. 

Incu’sion of Economics avd History as Qualifying Subjects for 
THE Examination for the Superior Traffic and Commercial 
Branches of the State Railways. 

1074. ♦Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: With reference to the Superior 
Traffic and Commercial Branches of the State Railways, will Government 
be pleased to state whether besides a degree in Science, Economics and 
History will be accepted as qualifying for this Examination? If not, 
•why hot ? 



Q13E8T10NS AND AKSWEBS. 


2439 


The Bonourable Sir Oharles Innee: The Honourable Member is referred 
to part (/) of the reply given to Mr. C. S. Eanga Iyer's question No. 170 
on the Ist March, 1927. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Question No. 1075. 

Sir Walter Willson: On a point of order, Sir. Should not the Honour- 
able Member rise when he puts a question? 

Mr. President: I would ask the Honourable Member to rise when he 
puts a question. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I did. Sir,— twice. 

Separate Establishment for the Legislative Assembly. 

1075. *Sir Hari Singh Gour: (a) Are Government aware of the incon- 
venience to which Membt'Ts of the Legislative Assembly are put owing 
to the fact that the Assembly has no separate Department of its own? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state when they propose to separate 
the Department relating to tho Assembly from that of the Legislative 
Department ? 

Mr. L. Graham: (a) Government are not aware that any inconvenience 
has been felt. 

(b) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the first part of 
the reply given on the 16th instant to Sardar Gulab Singh’s question on 
the subject. 

Qualifications for Pilots, Harbour Masters, Assistant Harbour 

Masters, etc. 

1076. *Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: (1) Will Government be pleased to 
state if a certificate of competency as master is necessary for any one who 
wishes to enter the Pilot Service at Bombay, Karachi, Calcutta, Bangoon, 
Madras and at other Indian ports where pilots are appointed? 

(2) Will Government be pleased to state the qualifications necessary, 
for the posts of Harbour Masters, Assistant Harbour Masters, Dock Masters, 
Assistant Dock Masters, and Berthing Masters appointed by the various 
Port Trusts in India? 

(3) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of each of 
the following officers at the ports in India giving separate figures for Indian 
and non-Indian officers? 

(a*) Shipping Masters. 

(b) Port Officers. 

(c) Pilots. 

(d) Dock Masters, 

(e) Harbour Masters. 

(/) Assistant Dock Masters. 

(g) Assistant Harbour Masters. 

(h) Berthing Masters. 

(4) Will Government be pleased to state the steps that they propose to 
take for the training of engineer officers for steamers? 

(5) Will Government be pleased to. state when they propose to take 
action on the recommendation^ of the Indian Mercantile Msarine Committee 
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m ootineetion with the reservation of the coasting trade of India to Indian^ 
shipping? 

The Honourable Sir OhariSs Innes: (1) A certificate of competency as 
master is necessary for anyone who wishes to enter the' pilot service at 
Bombay, Karachi and Eangoon. It is not necessary at Calcutta, where 
bfficers are first appointed to the Bengal Pilot Service as leadsmen appren- 
tices. There is no pilot service at Madras. At other ports the practice 
varies. 

(2) Different qualifications are required by different Port Trusts. Gen- 
erally speaking, the essential qualification is sea experience, and in the 
case of Harbour Masters and Assistant Harbour Masters a certificate of 
competency as master is ordinarily required. 

(3) I am having a statement compiled, and will send it to the Honour- 
able Member in due course. 

(4j) The question is under* consideration, 

(5) I would refer the Honourable Member to the debate in this House 
on the 19th March last year on Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer's Eesolution on the 
recommendations of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee. 

Mr, Jamnadas H. Mehta: With regard to the answer to part 3 of my 
question, I think the Government gave a similar reply to Mr. B. Das two 
or three years ago, that a statement was being prepared. I do not 
know whether that statement has since been prepared and sent to Mr. 
Das. I do not want the statement for my personal use, but I want it to 
be placed on the table. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: The answer to the first part of 
the question is, I think Mr, B- Das is the best person to whom this ques- 
tion should be put. 

As regards the second part, we prefer not to lay these answTrs on the 
table because of the expense of printing, and I should prefer to send the 
statement to the Honourable Member if he desires it. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: With reference to the answer to part 5 
of this question, may I know, if the opinions which the Honourable the 
Commerce Member expressed last year were the opinions of his Depart- 
ment or of the Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: The Honourable Member knows 
perfectly well that when the Commerce Member speaks in this House 
he speaks for the Government of India. 

Appointment of Qcalifibd Second Division Candidates to the First 
Division in the Government'^op India Secretariat. 

1077. *Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Will Government state whether: 

(a) Is it a fact that there are a few permanent employees in the 
second division of the Government of India Secretariat estab- 
lishment who have qualified for the first division by pMsing 
the first division test of the late Staff Selection Board, but 
have not yet been absorbed in that division in their own 
Departments owing to absence cl vacancies? 
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(6) It is a fact that there are Departments where thera is not a single 
man of the second division who has qualified himself by 
passing the first division test and there are others where 
&ere is a large number of such men ? 

(c) It is a fact that, in spite of the existence of a large n^ber of 

such candidates in the Home Department, the Department of 
Education, Health and Lands and several other DepartmOnts, 
the Staff Selection Board recommended fresh second division 
passed recruits for filling the appointments of the first divi- 
sion in some Departments? 

(d) It is a fact tlfat, in the beginning of the last year, two men were 

recruited in the Finance Department through the late Stafi 
Selection Board for first division appointments but who were 
only qualified for the second division and not for the first 
division ? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddlman: {a) Yes. 

* (6) I am aware of one such Department only. 

(c) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given on the 1st 
March to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question No. 679. 

(d) The two men in question had secured marks up to the upper divi- 
sion standard. They have since been declared to be eligible for the upper 
division on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission. 

Recuuttment by the Finance Department of Two Second Division 
Qualified Men in the First Division. 

1078. *Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the reasons why the two second division qualified men were re- 
cruited by the Finance Department in the first division when other candi- 
dates who have passed for the first division were available in the other 
Departments of the Government of India Secretariats? Is it a fact that 
at the time of the recruitment of those two candidates fhe Finance Depart- 
ment had a rule or a convention to the effect that those men who are per- 
manent in the second division of other Departments but are qualified by 
the late Staff Selection Board for the upper division would not be recruited 
in the first division vacancies of that department? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the year when that rule or 
convention was made and whether it was made with the knowledge and 
permission of the Honourable Member for Finance or of Ins Secretary? If 
the answer be in the negative, then who introduced it and in what year? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether towards the end of 
the same year, i.e., 1926, the same rule or convention was done away with 
in favour of certain departmental candidates from the Home Department 
And other Departments, and, if so, what were the reasons for so doing? 

{d) Is it a fact that such Departmental candidates who passed the first 
division test of the late Staff Selection Board as far .back as 1920, are still 
unprovided with such appointments? If so, do Government propose to 
consider these small number of cases favourably, and do they propose ^to 
ask the Public Service Commission to devise means for their early absolu- 
tion in the first division before any outsider is recruited in the first divi- 
sion vacancies of the different Departments of the Government of India 
Secretariat? ' ^ ^ 
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The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) The men were up to the 
upper division standard, and the Public Service Commission have since 
declared them as qualified for that division without further examination. 
They were taken in pursuance of the rule referred to by the Honourable 
Member. 

(b) The papers have not been preserved; but the rule is an old one. 

(c) The rule had to be relaxed in the cases referred to as no suitable 
candidates possessing the qualifications required by it were available. 

(d) I would invite attention to the answer given by the Honourable 
Sir Alexander Muddiman on 14th March, 1927 to a similar question by 
Mr. Eanga Iyer* 

Employment op the Tax Collector in the Office of the Executive 

Officer, Baroda Cantonment, to prepare an Assessment List in 
Terms of Section 72 of Act II op 1924. 

1079. *Mr. Jaxnnadas M. Mehta: (g) Is it a fact that the Cantonment 
Authiritv at Baroda has had an assessment list prepared in terms of sec- 
tion 72 of Act n of 1924 and that the assessment list as prepared in 1926, 
was made by the Tax Collector in the office of the Executive Officer, 
Baroda Cantonment ? 

(b) If the answer to this question is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to say whether assessment and collection of taxes are not treated 
as two distinct functions? 

(c) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state why the Tax Collector was employed to prepare the 
assessment list? 

Principles for Valuation and Assessment in the Baroda Cantonment. 

1081. *Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Will Government be pleased to say 
whether in terms of section 66 of Act 11 of 1924, the Local Government 
for Baroda Cantonment has prescribed any forms or rules for the guidance 
of the assessor, laying down the principles upon' which the valuation and 
assessment are to be based, with a view to secure uniformity and correct- 
ness of valuation throughout? 

Annual Rent op Houses in Baroda Cantonment. 

1082. ’'‘Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: (a) Are Government aware that a 
resolution passed by the Cantonment Committee in violation of a regulation 
laid down by the Supreme Government in respect of the Baroda Canton- 
ment Taxation Regulations contained in Noti&ation No. 664, dated 14th 
Defcember, 1882, and published in the Bombay Government Gazette, 
Part I, had to receive the sanction of the Government of India before it 
could be put into force? 

(6) If the answer to the above is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleas^ to say whether sanction in respect of resolution No. 10, passed 
by the Cantonment Board on 20th February, 1918, at Baroda Camp, 
authorising the Cantonment authorities to fix the annual rent of houses 
at 10 per cent, of the valuation, was obtained? 

(c) If the answer to the above is in the negative, are Government 
prepared to refuse sanction to the above-mentioned resolution? 
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Mr. a. M. Young: With your permission, Sir, I propose, to answer 
starred questions Nos. 1079, 1081 and 1082 together. ^ 

I am making inquiries and will let the Honourable Member know the 
result as soon as possible. 

rUNCTrON.S OF THE ASSB.SSMENT COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE CANTON- 
MENT Authority under, section 68 (3) op Act II op 1934. 

1080. "'Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Are Government prepared to say what 
the functions are of the Assessment Committee appointed by the Canton- 
ment authority under section 68, sub-section (3), of Act II of 1924? 

Mr. G. M. Young: The functions are laid down in the sub-section re- 
ferred to by the Honourable Member and in section 69. 

Retrenchment or Expenditure in Baroda Cantonment. 

1083. *Mr. Jamnadas K. Mehta: (a) Are Government aware (i) that 
the Baroda Cantonment at present has a population (civil) of about 2,465' 
and (ii) that the total net receipts of the Cantonment Fund amoimt to 
Es. 16,650, and (iii) that the aggregate charges of general administration 
and collection of revenue come to Rs. 5,400, and absorb nearly one-third 
of the net receipts? 

(b) Are Government aware that the charges on general administration^ 
and collection of revenue together of the Ambala Cantonment bear a ratio 
of 11 per cent, of the total receipts w^hile that of Baroda is three times 
higher? 

(c) Are Govermnent aware that the larger part of this expenditure is* 
m connection with the salaries of the office stafi? 

(d) Do Government propose to direct the Cantonment authority at 
Baroda to make retrenchment in the office staff and in office , expenditure 
as well? 

Mr. Q. M. Young: (<i), (6), (c) and (d). The Honourable Member is 
referred to the answer giviui by my predecessor on the 31st August, 1926, 
to Khan Bahadur Hussanally’s question No. 263. 

The expenditure on general administration and collections of revenue in 
Ambala is between 13 per cent, and 14 per cent, of the total receipts and 
not 11 ])er cent. In Baroda it is about 28 per cent., and not 33 per cent. 
The Ambala figures (V) not inelufic the pay of the Executive Officer which 
is paid by Governmoni and anaaiiiis to Es. 20,0(K) ucr annum and in any 
case the percentage in a very small cantonment like Baroda is bound to 
be higlier than in a large one. 

ExEMmoN OF Grain fro.m Octroi Duty in Baroda Cantonment. 

1084. *Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Are Government aware that till 
November, 1925, grain of all sorts was exempted from octroi duty in the 
Baroda Cantonment, and that since then grain has been included in the 
schedule of articles liable to octroi duty and that this has become a great 
hardship to the poorer classes of the population? Do Government propose 
to take steps to exempt grain from the octroi duty, as was the case before? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Government are* aware that octroi duty at the rate 
of one anna a maund has been imposed upon grains of all sorts enterinjr 
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tlie Baroda. Cantonment, with effect from the 16th November, 1925, under 
the Eesident of Baroda's Notification, •dated the 10th December, 192S. 
The matter is within the discretion of the Kesident, to whom, however, 
a copy of my Honourable friend’s question and of this reply, will be sent. 


Employment op Qualified State Veterinary Scholars in the 
Indian Civil Veterinary Department. 

3085. *111. Harchandrai Vishlndaa: (1) Will Government be pleased to 
state if any scholars were selected in 1921, for visiting the United King- 
dom for acquiring Veterinary Diplomas, making them eligible for appoint- 
ment to the Imperial Branch of the Indian Civil Veterinary Department? 

(2) If so, is it a fact that one of the terms on which they accepted the 
scholarship was, that they would be “ required on qualifying for appoint- 
ment to the Indian Civil Veterinary Department, to sign articles of agree- 
ment setting forth the terms and conditions of their appointment ”? 

(i) Is it a fact, that in spite of this, the scholars who qualified them- 
selves as required by Government were not given such articles of agreement 
for signature? 

(4) If so, why? 

(6) Is it a fact that Government have replied to the scholars, who have 
returned long after qualifying themselves in the requisite test, that the 
Department having been transferred to the Local Governments, representa- 
tion may be made to the latter direct? 

(6) Have the Central Government themselves issued the necessary 
instructions to Local Governments to recognise the claims of the said 
scholars? If so, with what result? 


Employment of Qualified Statk Vetekinary Scholars in the 
Indian Civil Veterinary Department. 

1086. *Mr. Harchandrai Vishlndaa: (a) Is it a fact that the limit of 
the appointment by the Local Governments is restricted to Es. 250, and 
that the starting pay of the scholars in question under the scale provided in 
th? Regulations for the grant of State Scholarships is Rs. 350? 

(b) If so, what steps have Government taken or intend taking for the 
employment of these scholars? 


Employment op Qualtpied State Veterinary Scholars in the . 

Indian Civil Veterinary Defaiitment. 

1087. Harchandrai Vishindas: (1) Is it a fact that one of the terms 
on tvhich these scholars accepted the scholarship was, that * on their 
obtainiiifir the diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and 
undergoing successfully the prescribed post-graduate course, they will 
be given preferential claim to employment in the Indian Civil Veterinary 
Department ”? 

(2) If so, is it a fact that the Punjab and the Bengal Governments 
have appointed non-scholars in spite of the applications of the ccholars 
above-mentioned pending before them, and in spite of one of the scholars 
having passed the B. Sc. Examination in Veterinary Science of the 
London University? 
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(3) If so, will Govamment be pleased to state what proiritton Gov- 
ernment intend to make for those scholars who relied on the explicit under- 
taking of the Government to employ them on their qualifying themselves? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: With your permission, Sir, I should like to reply to 
questions Nos. 1085, 1086 and 1087 together. 

The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to thq answer 
given by me on 18th August, 1926, to his question No. 76 which he has 
now repeated in almost identical terms. Government have nothing to 
add to the. replies then given. 

Appointments in the Traffic Branch of the Railway Service. 

1088. ♦Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas: (1) Will Government be pleased to 
state how many candidates who sat at' the last railway examination held 
by the Public Service Commission were appointed in the Traffic Branch 
of the raflway service, who were neither graduates of Engineering nor of 
Science ? 

(2) How many of the candidates who were neither Engineering not 
Science graduates but who had practical training on British railways were 
admitted to the examination and how many were successful? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (1) Two of the six candidates appointed are 
graduates neither of Science nor of Engineering. 

(2) Three candidates who were neither Science nor Engineering 
graduates but had practical experience on British railways were admitted 
to the examination. None were successful. 


Classiftc^tion of Administrative and Ministerial Officers of the 

Postal Department. 

1089. *Mr. D. V. Bslvi: (a) Will Government be pleased to say if the 
classification of administrative and ministerial officers was revised for the 
Postal Department in 1918? 

{h) If so, will Government please give reasons for putting the entire, 
non-gazetted officers under Ministerial irrespective of the class of 
work on which they are employed? 


Classification of Administrative and Ministerial Officers of the 

PosTAT. Department, 

1090. *Mr. D. V. Belvi: (a) Does article 36 of the Civil Service Regula- 
tions require that classification of officers “Administrative’* and 
“ Ministerial ** should be based on the nature of the work on which an 
officer is employed and is it not according to this rule that the subordinates 
in the Telegraph Branch are classified? 

(6) Are not telegraphists and telegraph masters who are non-gazetted 
officers classed as administrative officers? 

(c) Are Govemmerit prepared to reconsider the question of declaring 
all officers in selection grades of the Postal Department as “Administrative 
officers”? 
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. .Xbe Sonourable Sir Bbupendra Nath Mitra: With your permission^ 
Sir, I will deal with questions Nos. 1069 and 1090 together; and invite 
the Honourable Member’s attention to the reply given to-day to Mr. C. S. 
Eanga Iyer’s starred question No. 1063 on the same subject. 


Sepaiute Staff for the Legislative Assembly. 

1091. *Dr, B. S. Moonje: Will Government be pleased to state if they 
have come to any decision regarding the desirability of separating the staff 
of the Legislative Assembly from that of the Legislative Department? 

Mr. L. Graham: The Honourable Meinber’s attention is invited to the 
first part of the reply given on the 16th instant to Sardar Gulab Singh’s 
question on the subject. 

Supply, Free of Charge, of Assessment Orders ix respect of 

I Income-tax to Assessees in Delhi. 

1092. *Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Bahimtulla: (a) Are Government aware 
that copies of assessment orders in respect of income-tax are not given 
to the assessees at Delhi, free of charge, as provided for in psCtagraph 73 of 
the Income-tax Manual, 1925? 

(b) Do Government propose to make inquiries and take suitable 
steps to see that the Income-tax Department does not commit any more 
breach ? 

(c) Is it a fact that copying fees are charged in respect of such assess- 
ment copies ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of suoh copying 
fees realized every year since 1922? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: The Government Inive. not the re- 
quisite information on this subject. They will make enquiries and com- 
municate the result to the Honourable Member. At the same time I 
would point out that though copying fees should' not be charged for copies- 
of assessment orders, and though such orders are exempt from court fees- 
when required merely for the personal use of the assessee, they are not 
exempt from court fees when required to be filed as exhibits — for example 
in appeal. 


Deduction of Interest on Mortgagk Permissible under section. 0 (i) 
{iv) of the Income-tax Act, 1922. 

1093. ♦Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Bahimtulla: (a) Are Government aware that 
the deduction of interest on mortage peTmissible under section 9 (I) (iv) 
of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, is not allowed to assessees before 
actual payment? 

(b) Is it a fact that the charge of interest continues on the property 
irrespective of payment? 

(c) Is it a fact that income-tax is levied on the annual value of the 
property and not its income, and that there are decided Englisli cases to 
the effect that the actual rental value is the rental value minus interest? 

(d) Do Government propose to issue instructions that the interest 
should be allowed on production of the copy of mortgage deed‘d 
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' n* aooooiiUfl Sir BMtt BlMkctt: (<t) to (d). 8 <hw^ doid>t kat 
Mk ae to the owreet piocedusre in regard to this msttor. Tbd qttestiUi 
was therefore referred by one Commissioner of Inoome-ta« to a Bigh 
Oourb. The Government understand that a decision was recently pio- 
•noimced. When a copy of it is received orders will be issued in accordance 
with it. 

AtxowajhcI! of B'tD Debis abisino out of Irrecoverabeb Abrxass of 
Rent to Incomk-tax Assesses. 

1094. *llr. Tsial Ibrahim Bahlmtnlla: (a) Are Government awiM 
that bad debts arising out of irrecoverable arrears of rent is not allowed 
to assessees as a permissible deduction on the plea that the income-tax ia 
levied on the annual value and not on the rental income of the property? 

(M Are Government aware that in Rngland the payer of rent is liable 
to deduct the tax and pay to Government and therefore the owners of 
prOpwty have not to pay the income-tax on the rent which they coUld 
not recover? 

The Honourable Sk Basil Blackett: (a) The Honourable Member 
has correctly stated the Indian law on this subject. 

(b) The law in England differs in this as in other respects from the law 
in India. 

Reduction op Fees charged under thb Income-tax Act, 1922. 

1095. *lCr. Taxal Ibrahim Bahimtnlla: (a) Is it a fact that no lesser 
sum than Bs. 100 as contemplated by section 66 (2) of the Indian Income- 
tax Act, 1922, is prescribed as yet for making a reference to the High 
Court ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the fee charged in England under 
section 149 (c) of the Inoom&>tax Act, 1918 (8 and 9 George 6 Ch. 40), 
is only twenty shillings? 

(c) Are Government prepared to reduce the fee at least to Ihe sasiM 
level as in England? 

The Honourable Sk Basil Blackett: (a) The answer is in the affirma- 
rive. 

(b) The Honourable Member’s statement appears to be correct. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

Assessment to Income-tax of Amounts paid by their Ccstombrs to 
Commission Agents for Chaxitabi.b Pdeposes. 

1096. *Mk. Basal Ibrahim Bahimtnlla: (a) Are Government akare,tfaat 
eommission agents charge some amount from their customers at a Sxed 
rate for charity mid which they debit to the customers and erec^ 'to toe 
account of that particular charity, but the Income-tax Department in- 
cludes all the receipts under charity as their own indome, and ignores tto 
payments imder that head? 

(b) Are Government prepared to make inquiries and tako stepp.^jio m- 
move this prooedme? ‘ ' ' 
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J[ 0 II 01 U»U 8 Sir BmU Blackiti: The subject to which ihe Hoiiour- 
able Member refers is already under the considehation of the OenttU 
tioard of Bevenue. 

Institution o? Professional Accountants in India. 

1097. *Hr. Taxal Ibrahim BahimtuUa: (a) Are Government contem- 
plating the advisability of forming some institution of professional 
Moountants in India, on the lines of recognised Societies of Accountants 
in the United Kingdom, and, if so, what steps have Government taken so 
far? / 

ip) Will Government lay on the table all the papers in this connec- 
tion? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: (a) and (i>). As announced by Lord 
Beading at the annual meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
held in Calcutta in December 1925, the Government of India are consider- 
ing measures for the training and registration of auditors to ensure a higher 
standard of professional training and practice. The matter is still only 
in the preliminary stage and Government do not propose at present to lay 
any papers on the table. 

Mr. Vasal Ibrahim BahimtuUa: May I know, Sir, how long Govern- 
ment will take to come to a decision in the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: I hope, Sir, that my successor may 
be able to introduce legislation in the September Session. 


Payment ok Compensation to the Lessees of certain Houses in 
Poona taken possession of by Government during the War. 

1098. *Mr. Vasal Ibrahim BahimtuUa: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether they took possession of 6 houses Nos. 6, 12, 17, 28^ 
Queen's Gardens, No. lA, Elphinstone Boad, and No. 23, Napier Boad, 
Poona, in 1917 and 1918 as a war measure under the Defence of India 
(Consolidated) Buies, 1915, for the occupation of Military officers? 

(6) Were these houses then already in possession of certain lessees? 

(c) Is it a fact that in 1921, the arbitrator appointed under the rules 
at Poona, rejected the claim of the lessees for compensation which amount- 
ed to about Bs. 82,000, on the ground that the lessees were not ownefs^ 
under the Buies? 

(d) Is it not the fact that the arbitrator, when giving the above award, 
added that, should Government decide in future to pay compensation to the 
lessees he would carry out the investigation furtW? 

^ (s) Are Government aware that eminent lawyers like Sir Chimanlal 
^et^vad have given an opinion that Government are bound to pay 
compensation to the lessees under the Civil Procedure Code? 

(/) Is it not the fact that the framers of these Buies in 1916 had in 
mind the payment of compensation to the lessees and therefore did not 
add the definition of the owner with a view to avoid embarrassfiieat to 
Goyemmept during the continuance of the War? • 

(g) Wm the Govemmait be pleased to place these draft rules and other 
connected papers on the Cotmcil table? 



QUESTIONS AND ANS'VeSBS. 2449^ 

(ft) As the War is now over, do Government intend to Order the arbitra- 
ior to investigate, with a view to pay compensation to the lessees? 

Xr, O. K. Toung: (a) — (h). I am making enquiries, and wDl inform 
the Honourable Member in due course. 

Tuansfbb of Railway Emfloyels from the United Provinces to 

' Bengal. 

1099. *Mr. Mnkhtar Singh: (a) Is it a fact that a number of employees 
have been transferred from Ghaziabed and other railway stations situated 
in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh to railway stations situated in 
Bengal? 

(b) Is it a fact that the railway servants who have been transferred 
to long distances are mostly people who are drawing lese than Es. 100 
a month? 

(c) Are Government aware that the railway servants who have thus 

been forced to go to long distances, have been put to great inconvenience 
and loss on account of their transfers and the administration has also 
suffered in eflSciency inasmuch as the hands transferred from the United 
Provinces do not understand the Bengali language? , 

(d) Are the railway authorities prepared to reconsider the cases of all 
such transfers and retransfer these hands nearer to their homes? 

Rules regarding the Transfer of Railway Employees from one 
Province to another. 

1100. ’•‘Mr. Mukhtai Singh: Is there any rule or Government order by 
which it may be necessary for the railway authorities to take into consider- 
ation the difficiUties and inconvenience of low paid employees in transfer- 
ring them from one province to another? If the answer be in the 
affimative, will Government be pleased to place on the table a copy of 
such order. If the answer be in the negative, are Government prepared 
io consider the advisability of issuing such a Government order and fram- 
inr^ such a rule? 

Transfers of Railway Employees from one Railway System to 

ANOTHER. 

1101. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: Are railway servants getting less than 
one himdred rupees transferred from one railway system to another? It 
the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to place on 
the table a copy of such rule? If in the negative, are Government pre- 
pared to frame such a rule by which free transfers be possible from one 
system of Government railway to another? 

Hr. A. A. L« Parscms: I propose with your permission, Sir, to answer 
questions Nos. 1099 — 1101 together. 

Government have no information. The transfer of staff within a rail- ^ 
way administration is a domestic matter and is carried out in the best 
interests of the railway and with due regard to dl the circumstances ot 
each case. Government do not consider it necessary to frame ahy such 
rules as are suggested by the Honourable Member. 

D 2 
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Shbd for Third Cliss Passengers at Ghaziabad Junction.' 

1102. HvIklitAr 8bi|^: (a) Are Gavemment aware ihak there is 
no passenger shed for third class passengers at Ghaziabad Junction railway 
station at the booking office and that the passengers have to wait in Ifhe 
sun and rain for a very long time in order to get their tickets? 

(b) Are Government aware that a small shed on the old railway plat- 
form is at a very long distance from the third class booking office? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: {a) and (6). Government must leave it to Agents 
to decide at what stations passenger sheds should be provided and where 
they should he situated at stations. A copy of the question has, however, 
been sent to the Agent, North Western Bailway. 

Number of Roman Catholic Chaplains attached to the Army in 

India. 

n08. *Mr. M. Buthnaswavgrt Will Government be pleased to state : 

* (a) the number of Roman Catholic chaplains attached to the Army 

in India? 

(6) the number of soldiers served by these chaplains? 

(c) the proportion they bear to the number of soldiers they serve 

compared with the proportion borne by Anglican and other 
chaplains to the number of soldiers the latter classes of 
chaplains serve? 

(d) the rates of emoluments paid to Roman Catholic Army chaplains 

and whether they are the same as those paid to Anglican and 
other classes of chaplains? 

(e) whether Indian Christian sepoys are served by any chaplains? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) 75. 

(b) 7,899 according to a census taken in 1925. 

(c) One chaplain to 106 troops. The latest, figures for other denomina- 
tidns date from 1921 and are : 

Chnrch of England ...... . I to 445 troops. 

Church of ScoUand 1 to 628 „ 

Wesleyan Church 1 to 179 „ 

In consequence of the very high proportion of Roman Catholic chaplains 
to, Roman Catholic troops, the number of Roman Catholic chaplaincies is 
being reduced to 61 with effect from the 1st April 1927. This will give a 
proportion of 1 to 129 which is still high as compared with other denomi- 
nations. 

(d) Roman Catholic chaplains are paid at an average rate of Rs. 880 
per mensem including horse allowance. These rates are the same as those 
paid to Wesleyan chaplains, but less than the rates* for chaplains of the 
Church of England and of the Church of Scotland. 

(B) There are no military chaplains provided for Indian Christian 
B^eys. 

• Rs. eeo iu die 6rst year of service to Bs. 1,050, pittt £80 oTencas pay, on and after 
loth year. 
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Hr. M. Butbuwwamy: How is the spiritual welfare of Indian Chris- 
U-Kooh. tian sepoys locked ^fter? 

Mr. ». M. Yonog: Presumably, Sir, by Chilian chapleiins. 


UNSTABBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 

/ 

Recommendations of tub Lee Commission eegarding the Indun 

Medical Service. 

191. Mr. Tazal Ibrahim Rahlmtiilla: (a) Will Government be pleased' 
to state when the final orders of the Secretary of State for India will be' 
passed on the recommendations of the Lee Commission as regMds the* 
Indian Medical Service? 

(b) What are the reasons for the prolonged dela,> ? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) A desjiatch on the subject was reeeived from 
the Secretary of State last week. This despatch is not quite final, as 
certain points of detail liave been referred io the (Government of India 
for re-examin ation . 

(6) The question involving as it does the wdiole future medical ad- 
ministration of India on the civil and provincial as well as the military 
ride, required exhaustive consideration in communication with Local 
Governments, and subsequently with the India OlRcc. This has taken 
up a great deal of time, but the Government of India do not consider 
that there has been delay. 

Permanent Appointments to the Indian Medic \l Service made by 
Nomination by tub Secretary of State from 1920 to 1926. 

192. Mr. 7azal Ibrahim Bahimtulla: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the number of- permanent appointments to the Indian Medical 
Service made by nomination by the Secretary of State from 1920 to 1926? 

(b) How many of them were Europeans and how many Indians? 

(c) How many Indian officers holding temporary commissions were in- 
cluded in the above? 

(d) How many Indian officers holding temporary cconmissions or over 
6 to 7 years' service have been demobilised from 1920 to 1926? What are 
the reasons for such demobilisation, and what is the number replaced by 
fresh temporary commissions? 

Mr. a. M. Young; (a) 202. 

(b) 106 Europeans and 96 Indians. 

(s) 94, 

T)ie answer to the first part is 85. The officers were demobiU^; 
ed at their own request on account of physical imfi,tQes8 or unsuitabUi^ 
lor permanent commissions in the Indian Medical ^eryice. During the 
p^piod l56 Indians wer^ granted temporary eopfimissions in the Indian 
Medical Service. 
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Indigenous Drugs. 

193. Mr, Taial Ibrablm Bahlxntulla: Will Oovemment be pleased 
to state whether they intend to extend the scope of investigation and 
research in indigenous drugs by organising more laboratories for the 
purpose? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: At present certain researches into indigenous 
drugs are being conducted under the auspices of the Indian Besearch 
Fund Association in the School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, 
Calcutta, and the Haffkine Institute, Bombay. The Government of 
India do not propose at present to take any further action. 

Cure for Plague. 

194. Mr. Faial Ibrahim Bahimtiilla: (a) Will Government be pleased 
liq state whether any researches have been made or are contemplated for 
i^estigating the possibility of a cure for plague, which has existed in India 
for over 30 years and is still prevalent in various provinces? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether their attention hal 
been drawn to a series of articles by Khan Bahadur Dr. *N. H. Choksy, 
C.I.E., of Bombay, which appeared in the Times of India in 1928 on the 
above subject and whether any inquiries have been made in connection 
therewith? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether the feasibility of a 
special combined general, sanitary, preventive and curative agency — a 
special sanitary service — as suggested in the seventh article of the series 
above referred to, has been discussed by Government as also the creation of 
a Ministry of Public Health, under the Central and the Provincial Govern- 
ments? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: (a) Yes. Besearches on all aspects of the plague 
problem have been in progress at the Haffkine Institute, Bombay, 
'which is the centre of plague research, since 1905. The Indian Be- 
Eearch Fund Association has also of late paid special attention to this 
disease. 

(b) Yes. As the Honourable Member will observe from the answer 
to part (a) of the question, Government are fully alive to the necessity 
of research on plague. 

(ic) Under the Beforms, medical administration is a transferred pro- 
vincial subject* Creation of the kind of agency referred to by the Hon- 
oursJ^le Member is, therefore, the concern of Tx)cal Governments. 

The Great Indian Peninsula Bailway Power Station Schemes. 

195. Mr. Vasal Ibrahim RahimtuUa: (1) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to an article in the Indian National Herald of the 28rd 
December on the subject of the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway Power 
Station Scheme and subsequent correspondence dealing with the same? 

(2) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons for which a 
separate Power Station of the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway has been 
ooneidered necessary? 

(8) In view of the statements published in the Press copcerolng this 
solieme will Government be pleased to state the ultimate total expendituiw 



iuN8TABaaBi»^i|roi^TioKa Air» answbbs. 


9iSB 


ttnAtr several heads of the scheme sanctioned by or awaitmg sanction of 
t3ovemment and whether Qor?emment are satisfied that tilis expenditure 
not be exceeded? 

(4) Will Government be pleased to state the estimated cost per unit 
of power delivered at the Eotary Converter sub-stations, from the Great 
Indian Peninsula Bailway Power House under discussion and whether Or 
not this cost per unit is higher than that of the Tata Hydro-Electric Power 
available in Bombay? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the load factor and the cost 
of coal delivered at site, on which the cost per unit is based ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the actual load factor now 
obtained at the Wadi Bunder and Kurla sub-stations of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Eailway over their present electrified railway service? 

(7) Will Government be pleased to state the guaranteed coal consump- 
tion per kilowatt hour of the Parsons Turbines which have been order^ 
for the Great Indian Peninsula Bailway Power House? 

(8) Is it a fact that the Consulting Engineers for this scheme have 
always favoured Parsons Turbines for nearly all Power Station Schemes 
with which they have been connected? 

(9) Will Government be pleased to state how many quotations were 
received from other British firms and their comparative prices and their 
guaranteed fuel consumption per kilowatt hour? 

(10) Will Government be pleased to state on what technical and finan- 
cial grounds, the order for the Turbines was placed with Messrs. C. A. 
Parsons and Co., and whether Government was consulted in the matter 
before the order was placed? 

(11) Do Government intend to make further inquiry into this scheme 
by an independent committee of experts before committing the country 
to an expenditure of such a huge sum of money and staying the construc- 
tion of this Power House until the report is considered? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: (1) No. 

(2) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to part (a) 
of Mr. N. C. Kelkar's question No. 143 on the same subject on the 1st 
of March 1927. 

(3) The total expenditure on the power house is estimated at 
Bs. 97;40,420, which is divided into the following heads;' 

Kg 

(f) Steel buildings, cranes, boilers pipework, fuel handling plant . 33,34,200 


(m') Turbo- alternators and transformers . ... 20,63,400 

(tu) Switch gear, internal cabling and accessories , 9,18,000 

(<«'! Spare p ^rts . . ...... 2,08,070 

(e) Preparation of site, foundations brick and concrete work, 

circulating waterways, etc. ...... 26,86,000 

(ot) General charges ... .... 5,80,750 

Total . 97,40,420 


Government no reasons to suppose that this estimate will be 

needed. 
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. It*, h 8«limi^Qdi itot tiMn 80 »t will U wit, 

Jfmt tp *694 MUCK per \xx^ with r 80 per cent. inoreR^e of ioa4 due tp der 
velopment expected in traffic. The Tata Hydro-^leiQtivic Power Cpm,* 
quoted a rate of Be. 50 per kilowatt per annum of maxunui:p de- 
phs *426 anna per unit consumed, which, accor(^g to* the ealcu<>' 
d the Consulting Electrical Engineers to the Government o£ 
ipdiaii put to a rate of ‘BBS anna per unit. 

(6) The cost per unit is based on an annual load factor of about 
iO)cty-five per cent, with coal at Es. 12 and annas 9 per ton. 

(6) A little over 60 per cent. 

(7X (8) and (IC^. Orders for plant required for the power house at 
Kalyan were placed by the High Commissioner for India, London, 
after consultation with the Consulting Electrical Engineers to the (^v- 
emment of India. Government have no other information on these 

points. 

\6) Government have no information to this effect. 

• (11) The reply is in the negative. 

Defkrrbd Rebates. 

1,9$. Mr. Tazal Ibrahim Bahimtulla: (a) Will Government be pleased^ 
to state what progress they have made in carrying out the recommendation 
of the Fiscal Commission regarding the Deferred Rebate System? 

(b) Do Government intend to introduce a BiM in connection with it? 

Bie Honourable Sir Charles Innee: Government themselves do not 
propose to introduce legislation on this subject. As the Honourable 
Member is no doubt aware, notice has been given of a Bill to declare 
difeired rebates illegal, and that Bill will give an opportunity for fuH 
diecussion on the subject. 

Overland Express between Bombay and Calcutta. 

197. Mr. fAzal Ibrahim BahimtaUa: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to stsjte what was the total cost of manufacture of the new Oveidai^ 
Express running between Bombay and Calcutta in connection with t]|8 
weekly mail steamers? 

(b) Is it one rake or two rakes which are manufactured? 

(c) Who has home the cost of this manufacture? 

(d) Has the attention of the. Government been drawn to the letters 
P. & 0. inscribed on this Express? Do these letters signify that the cost 
has been, borne by the P. & 0. Steam Navigation Company and that thia 
rake or these rakes is or are its property? 

(e) What has been the average earning and expenditure on this servioo 
since its inauguration? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) Es. 7,40,000. 

(b) Two. 

(c) The East Indian and Great Ihdian Pbninsula EaiTways. 
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lier is invited to the reply given on let Mnoh 1927. to Mn B. Das a 
starred question No. 668. 

(#) The ip f< a eff i»)aicai is not available. 

ItBrEESBKTATION OF THl PaSWBKGFES AND TRAFFIC RbLIFF AaNSOCIATIOIfy 

Bombay^ on the Advisoey Commiwes of thb Obhat Indian 
Pbninsui-a and Bombay, Baroda and Cbktral India 
Railways* 

3!98. Mr. Faial Ibrahim BahimtiiUa: (1) Will Government be pleased' 
to state if they are aware that the Madras and Southern Mahratta and 
South Indian Bailways have given a representation on the Advisory Com- 
ixdttees of those Bailways to the Railway Passengers' Association, Madras? 

(2) Are Government aware that the Passengers' and Traffic Relief 
Association, Bombay, has applied to the Agents of the Great Indian Pletoln- 
sula and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railways for a staiilar 
representation on their Local Advisory Committees? 

(3) Are Government aware: 

(а) that the Indian Merchants' Chamber has asked its representa- 

tives on the Advisory Committeeis of both the Railways to 
suppcNrt the claim of the Passengers' and Traffic Belief Asioeto 
tion, Bombay; 

(б) that the leading papers of Bombay have advocated the cause oi" 

the Association in this direction; and 

(c) that Sir Henry Freeland, the retired Agent of the Bombay, 
Baroda and Central India Raiway had promised to give re- 
presentation to the Passengers’ and Traffic Relief Association, 
Bombay, if Mr. Jivraj Q. Nensey, one of its Honorary Joint 
Secretaries who then represented the Municipal Corporation, 
did not happen to be on his Committee? 

(4) Is it a fact that in spite of the statements in item 3 above, the- 
Agents of thp Great Incfian Peninsula and the Bombay, Baroda and* 
Central India Railways have not yet granted a right of representation on 
their Advisory Committees to the Association? 

(6) Bo Government propose to ask the Agents of both the Railwsjs* 

i f pve a seat on their Local Advisory Committees to a representativo of ^ 
l^iation? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: t. Yes. 

2. Yes. 

8. (a) and (b). Government have no information. 

The undertaking given was that the matter would be considered. 

, 4 fjii g. I would refer the HonouraWe Member to the reply givum 
10 ' question No. 81 on the 27tli January 1927. 
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^ Trails wiTHotiT AtARM CHiiNr ok thb Grsat Ikdi'a)? 

Peninsula Railway. 

199. Mr. Tasal Ibrahim BaUmtuUa: (1) Will Government be pleased 
to state on what Railways alarm chains and brajcesmen are not provided? 

(2) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to Mr. Jivraj Q. 
Nensey’s letter addressed to the Municipal Corporation, Bombay , and to 
the reply m appearing in the Piress received by Mr. J. B. Bomon Behram, 
a representative of the Corporation on the Advisory Committee of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway? 

(8) If the brakesmen were not provided for attendance on passengers 
Stated in the reply, will Government be pleased to state what duties 
they were required to perform prior to their withdrawal? 

(4) Is it a fact that the Great Indian Peninsula Railway did not put in 
for months together alarm chains on all their suburban steel rakes? If so, 

3 as special permission granted by the Railway Board authorizing them 
\ run trains without alarm chains? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (l) Detailed information is not available but 
the Honourable Member is referred to the general rule , on the subject 
which will be found in Rule 64 of the General Rules for Indian Railways 
which are available for inspection at any railway station. 

(2) No, but Government have seen a report of a discussion on the 
subject at a meeting of the Local Advisory Committee of the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway held at Bombay on the llth November 1926. 

(8) Brakesmen were originally provided for train working purposes. 
'Their duties included attending to packages, taking up line clear to the 
driver and generally assisting the head guard. 

(4) The Railway Board did not authorise ,the running of these trains 
Without alarm chains but as will be seen from the summary of the afore- 
said Advisory Committee proceedings, which appeared in the Press, 
^teps were taken as opportunity offered to fit alarm chains to the coach- 
es 'which through an oversight had come from England without being 
equipped with thorn. 

Numbhr of Imperial Officers serving in Burma in 1918 and 1926. 

200. V. Khin Maung: Will Government be pleased to furnish i^e 
number Imperial officers serving in Burma in all the Departments in 
1918 and in 1926? 

The Eonpurable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I understand the Honour- 
able Member is referring to officers belonging to the Central Services 
Class I. I have had a statement prepared from the civil lists of 1918 
and 1926 showing the number of such officers, serving in Burma on the 
Ist January of each of these two years, which I will send to the Hon- 
ourable Member. If he requires further information I should be glad 
If he would let me know. 

State Management of the Burma Railways. 

201. V. !Khin1Haung: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
there is any intention to hand over the Burma Railways to State manage- 
ment when the term of the agreement expims? If the answer in 
:affinnative, when will such steps be taken? 



UNSTABRUll QUASTIOVa AMM AK8W»8. M57 

Mr. A« A* L« Pazioiui: question is at present upder the oonai- 

Aeration of the Government. 

Annual Additional Kxpbnditueb to be inouered foe Services in 
Burma as a Result of the Recommendations of the 
Lee Commission. 

202. XT. Shin Maung: Will Government be pleased to give tiie ap- 
proximate figures of the additional expenditure annually to be incurred for 
services in Burma as a result of the recommendations of the Lee Com- 
mission? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: 1 would invite attention to the 
FJiswer given by me to questions Nos. 431 and 489 on the 25th January 
1926 as to the additional expenditure involved in giving effect to the 
Tecommendations of the Lee Commission. The estimated shcare of 
Burma for 1924-25 and 1925-26 was about Es. 7^ and Rs. 9 lakhs res- 
pectively. Further information is not available and cannot be supplied 
without an undue expeiuliture of time and trouble. 

Reservaiiox of Appointments for Mkmbers of the All-India 
Services on the Transferred Departments. 

203. U. Khln Maung: Will Government be pleased to state thedr policy 
whether in the Transferred Departments appointments hitherto held by the 
Imperial Services are still to be reserved for such officers? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: The Lee Commission 
when they made their recommendations for the provincialization of fu- 
ture recruitment to the services operating in the transferred fields, stat- 
ed that their conclusions were dependent on the assumption that no 
change would be made in the position of the existing members of the 
All India Services operating in the transferred field and that they would 
retain all their rights. This is the policy w'hich is being maintained by 
Government. 

Total Amount op Revenue realised from Burma in 1924-25. 

204. n. Ehin Maung: What is the total amount of revenue realised 
from Burma by the Government of India in 1924-25? Please give parti- 
culars under separate heads. What is the total expenditure in 192^25? 
Please give particulars under separate heads. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I would refer the Honourable 

Member to the Finance and Revenue Accounts of the Government of 
India for 1924-25. If the Honourable Member wishes to ascertain the 
Central Revenue and Expenditure which properly appertains to the pre^ 
vince of Burma, I may explain that these accounts follow the place of 
receipt or payment rather than the province to which the receipt or pay- 
ment properly appertains and, it is practically impossible to determine 
from the published accounts in all cases whether particular transactiDiis 
relate to a particular province. This is specially true of the transaqtiong 
at the Home Treasury and also those relating to the commercial dwaxi- 
ments like Railways and Posts and <Telegraph8 and also the Military 
Department. 
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Bxpout Bott oir Ricb akb BsTBousbif Cwi» nr Bvrha. 

206. U. Etain Maung: Are Government aware that there is discontent 
in. Burma for not returning the rice export duty and petroleum cesB tO' 
Buima? Do Oovemment propose to reconsider the question? 

The Honourable Sir BmU Blacketts Bepresentations have been made 
by the Government of Burma. The Government do not propose to re- 
consider the question. 

The Chinese Advisory Biurd of Burma. 

206. Us Khin Maung: Will Government be pleased to state whether 
tiaere are any Advisory Boards in any part of India, formed to assist 
Government in the matter of the Foreigners* Act? If the answer is in the 
negative, are Government prepared to consider the desirability of abolishing^ 
the Chinese Advisory Board of Burma, or else to constitute a more repre- 
seUtative Board preferably elected by the Chinese themselves ? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Huddiman: There is no provision in 
the Act for such Boards and the Government of India havp no informa- 
tion as to the action that may have been taken by Local Governments in 
the matter. The constitution of the Chinese Advisory Board of Burma 
is a matter that concerns the Burma Government alone. 


Holidays in the Imperial Secretariat. 

207. Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: (a) Is it a fact that the Imperial Secretariat 
e^^)loyees enjoy far less holidays than all the Provincial Secretariats? 

(5) Is it also a fact that even the High Courts and other courts in all' 
Piovinces enjoy much more holidays than the Imperial Secretariat? 

(o) Do Government intend to give the Imperial Secretariat clerks at 
least as many holidays as are enjoyed by the clerks of the Province where 
the Imperial Secretariat is located? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (a) and (6). I have not got 
the figures for all the offices mentioned by the Honourable Member. But 
T am prepared to concede him the position which he takes up. 

(c) Bepresentations have been received from the Imperial Secretana)> 
Association and the Association of Attached and Subordinate Offices on 
the question of increasing the holidays which are given in the Secretarial! 
and they are under consideration. 


Water Rates in Orthodox and Unorthodox Quarters in New Delhi. 

206. Mr. 0. S. Bianga Iyer: fys) What are the rates efaarged for water 
taps' in the A, B, C and f> type Indian clerks quarters and that of ua- 
quarters of the same type? 

(h) On what groimds have the chargee in the case of *D' and other type 
of In^an cleiks quarters in partipidar been increased? 

. ' ' 

, (o) Is it a fact that the tapt are not hept opened thioii^out tha dajHf 
If 80 , why is this not allowed ? 
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'{d) Do Oovemment propofte to reconBider the matter? 

The HonooraUe Sir Bhupeadra Rath Ultra: (|a) Bates charged for 
^ater an mimeteied orthodox quarters are as follows : 

Type A ...... Rs. 8 per monlii. 

Types B and C , , . „ 2 „ „ 

Type D ... . . . „ 1-8 „ „ 

Bates charged for water in metered unorthodox quarters are Bs. 1-8 
for a supply up to 4,000 gallons per month plus Be. 0-6-0 per 1,000 gallons 
for any supply in excess of 4,000 gallons. 

(b) The rates in unnaetered orthodox quarters were increased because 
it was found that water was being wasted and the consumption (in ortho- 
dox quarters) largely exceeded the amount charged for water formerly. 

(c) Yes. in order to prevent excessive consumption, but as an experi- 
mental measure water has been available for the whole 24 inMirs 
during the last 3 weeks. If it is found that consumptiion becomes exces- 
sive the restricted hours of supply will have to be reverted to. 

(d) Government do not see sufficient reason to reconsider the matter* 


Rbtention of Honeycomb Brick Work for Bathrooms of Type - 
Indian CnERKs^ Quarters in New Delhi. 

209. Mr. 0« S. Banga Iyer: (a) With reference to the reply to question 
No. 167 given by the Honourable Member for Industries during the test 
Simla Session, will he kindly be pleased to furnish the grounds on which ihe 
decision for the retention of honeycomb brick work for bathrooms of 
type Indian clerks' quarters in New Delhi was based? 

(b) Was the opinion of the expert Doctors obtained before arriving at ttiis 
decision as to whether they are mjurious during the cold weather? 

(c) Is it a fact that this is a long felt and many a times represented 
difficulty but that it has riot been removed? 

(d) Does the Honourable Member propose to reconsider his decision and 
have the honeycomb bricks replaced by glazed windows? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mltra: (a) The objection to the 
honeycombed windows was not considered reasonable exetept in those 
cases where the doors were solid and in consequence the bath-rooms wotild 
be in darkness if the honeycomb was covered by a small purdah on the 
inside. In all cases, glazing has been provided jn the doors of such bath- 
rooms to remove this objection. 

(b) No. The tenant can protect himself against a sudden draught 

when he is bathing by covering the honeycombed portion by a small purdah 
on the inside. * 

(c) and (d). As stated in (a), it is considqrod that all reasonable groipds 

for complaint have been removed and Goveimment see no sufficient reason 
to reconsider their decision- , 
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Abpointmbnt ot Chaukidars for Indian Clrrks^ Qtjartbrs ik 

Nwr DbluIa 

210< Mr. 0. S. Banga lyer: (^) Win Oovemment please give reasons 
why the rates of rents of the Baisina quarters are fluctuating every now 
and then? Is it due to the fact that proper estimates of the costs could 
not be found? If so^ what is it due to? 

(b) Are Government aware that protection of life and property is not 
afforded to the occupants of these quarters and that consequently the occu- 
pants have to engage chaukidars to look after their quarters at night which 
means an extra bui^en on their pockets over and above the rent? 

(c) If not, are Government prepared to inquire and let this House know 
how many chaukidars in each Square or at other places (Indian clerks' 
qucuiers) are employed and h6w much it costs to the tenants? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the question of appointing 
chailddars at their own cost? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Math Mitra: (a) The existing rents 
have recently been calculate on the basis of the Lee Commission pro- 
posals. Prior to this the method of assessment was as described in the 
reply given to part (!a) of question No. 626 asked by Lala Pyare Lai on 
30th January 1925. The fluctuation referred to is due to these causes. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the answer given on the 
Ist February 1927 by the Honourable the Home Member to Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh’s question No. 224. The increase referred to has since been 
sanctioned. 

(p) Government do not propose to hold an enquiry of this nature. 

(d) The answer is in the negative. 

Rkduction of Farbs on the Eastern Bingal Railway. 

211. Mr* Bhsbendra Ohandra Boy: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether the passenger fares on the 'East Indian Railway and 
Bengal Nagpur Railway have been considerably reduced while the Eastern 
Bengal RaUway maintains a higher rate? 

(b) Is it the intention of Government to reduce passenger fares on 
the Eastern Bengal Railway so as to bring them on a par with the East 
Indian Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (c) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the answer given to 
similar starred question No. 168. asked in the Legislative Assembly, by 
Kumar Ganganand Sinha on the 1st February 1927. 

Ofbnino of a New Station in connection with the Projected 
. Railway over the nbw Bally Bridge. 

212. Mr. Amar Math Dutt: (a) In connection with the projected Bail- 
we(y over new ^ally Bridge connecting the East Indian and the 
Eastosk; Bengal Railways, will the Government be pleased to state whether 
it is proposed to open a new railway station on the east bank of the river 
to take up pass^ger traffic from Barnagore and adjoining places? 
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(b) li th© answw to (a) is in the affinnativs, iviU the proposed new 
station be on the direct main line connecting the two railways to enable 
passengers to entarain on through trains fttij idso to travel to Sealdah 
direct? 

(c) If the new station is not to be opened on the main line, wiU'Oa<9lsiiir< 
ment state their reasons for such a decision? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (Ja) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) and (c). Do not arise. 


Rbtiuement at thb Age of 55 of certain Postal OPFiciAiiS of thi 
Punjab and North West Frontier Circles. 

213. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: In view of the ruling of the Finance 
Department of the Government of India contained in their letter No. F.- 
26-G. S. B./26, dated 28th January 1925, to all heads of departments to 
the effect that the date on which a ministerial Government servant must 
compulsorily retire is ordinarily the date on which he attains the age of 
60 years, which was pursued by the Director General, Posts and Tele- 
graphs, in his letter No. C. P.:2y dated 26th July, 1926s to all heads of 
postal circles to the effect that ministerial Government servants should be 
retained in service up to the age of 60 years so long as they continued effi- 
cient, will Government be pleased to state why Mr. Bhagat Bam, late Post- 
master, Ludhiana, Mr. Mush Singh, late I. P. O., Jagraon Sub-Division, 
Mr. Ghulam Nabi, late S. P. M., Nathiagali and other ministerial Govern- 
ment servants who were reported efficient and recommended for extension 
of service by their immediate officers were made to retire at the age of 66 
years by the Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circles, 
and why Feroz Din, a clerk of the General Post Office, aged 63, has been 
granted extension of service for more than 7 years? 

Sir Oanen Boy: Fundamental Buie 54 (6) gives the Postmaster-General 
full discretion to require a ministerial officer to retire at the age of 55 
years. There is nothing in the orders quoted by the Honourable Member 
which can be interpreted as limiting this discretion. This being so, 
the question asked by the Honourable Member in regard to 
Messrs. Bhagat Bam, Mu^ Singh and Ghulam Nabi does not arise^ 
The extension of service to Mr. Feroz Din was sanctioned By me under 
the last sentence of Fundamental Buie 54 (b). 


Issue op an Abridobd Index to the Proceedings op the Legislative 
Assembly for the Years 1021-26. 

214. Sir Darcy Lindsay: Are Government prepared to consider the 
issue by the Legislative Department for the convenience of Members, of 
an abridged subject index of the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly 
over each period of three years, omitting from the proposed abridged index 
reference to questions and any minor matters? 

Mr* L. Graliain: The Honourable Member’s suggestion will be given 
effect tOr Government? will undertake the preparatiem of a consoJida^leS’ 
and abridged index for the jem 1921—26. 
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IWDiAirB •iir Hova Xmto mb Shmckai. 

Mr. X. B. "HowdU (Foreign Secretary) : Sir, I lay on the table a 
meoa^with reference to the reply given on the 15th February last to atarreA 
•question No. 424 by Diwan Chamaa IjsIII regarding Indians in Kbog 
and Shanghai. 


Statemmt. 

(а) Tfa« approximate number of Indians in Hong Komg and Shanghai respectiTelf 
in 1,162, and 1,400. 

(б) The approximate value of Indian owned property hi Hong Kong is 1,000,000 
•doIUr/i, and in Shanghai 500,000 dollars. 

\t) No Indian proMty has been interfered with, nor have any Indian lives been 
Iqst in either Hong Kong or Shanghai. 


STATEMENT KEGABDING BENGAL DETENUS. 

Tbg Bonourable Hit iUitkttalder Mlidfimaa (Home Member) : With ywf 
permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement to the House, in regard to 
Benged detenus. 

The policy of Government regarding those who have been detained 
under Begulation 111 or the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Aot in con- 
nhetion with the Bengal revolutionary conspiracy has been and still is 
thht the detention of no man should last longer than is essential in the 
interests of the public safety. The Government are convinced that the 
teimiist conspiracy >is still in active existence and that consequently it is 
not possible to take steps in the direction of the release of those about 
whom there is no reasonable doubt that they would utilise their liberty 
to resume their previous activities. They are, however, anxious to pursue 
as quickly as possible the gradual release of individuals whose oonduot 
gives reason for hoping that they vnll not abuse their liberty. 

The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act provides tor a oonsideraUe 
degree of elasticity in the treatment of those who are dealt with under H 
and emables the Government to transfer from jail to less strict foctns ot 
supervision persons whose past record and present conduct would not 
justify their unconditional release. Individuals of this class may be direct- 
ed to reside in a particular village or in their homes. The practical results 
of transferring men in this manner to village or home domicile are carefully 
watched and the Government are en£d)led to observe whether the aotioa 
iiaken is justified by events and thus to determine the possibility of furtbtt* 
extension of such action. 

In order to show what has been done in the diieotion of discriminating 
treatment of the detenus I may mention that out of 171 persons dealt with 
under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act from the beginning, 76 
have been placed in village domicile and 13 in home domioila .while 26 have 
l>eeii relecmd. The n\imber now remaining in jail is 64. Of thpse 
arrested under Regulation HI, 31 were subsequently triosfem^ to ^ 
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Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and are' iriclildcfd in the figures 
given allj^ve. 10 at present remain in jail under the Begulation* 

In last /t Wo and a half months the Government of Bengal have 
issued orders for tho transfer of 19 detenus from jail to village or hpme 
domicile under the Act and have released 7. The Government of India 
have also had under review the cases of those who are still detained under 
Eegulation III. They are considering the case of one of these State 
prisoners on medical grounds. In respect of 4 others they are satisfied 
that detention in jail is no longer necessary and they are therefore cancel- 
ling the warrants under Regulation III so that action may be taken to 
bring them under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act with a vie^ 
to their transfer to village domicile. It must be understooi that th^ 
practical results of this action as exhibited 'in the conduct of the men thus 
placed in village or home domicile requires the constant attention of Gov- 
ernment. 'If it is ascertained that such men are revertmg to terrorist 
conspiracy, Government will not hesitate to deal with them again under 
their powers. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces* Non-Muham- 
madan Urban) May I ask, Sir, if it is the considered decision of the 
Government not to release any more at present? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: My hope, Sir, is that if 

these gradual releases are successful, we may pursue this policy as rapialy 
qs is compatible with the public safety 

Pandit Uotilal Nehru: Have anv releases been made since the Resolu- 
tion passed b\ the Assembly? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: These four men will be re< 

leased 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: Unconditionally? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: No, not unconditionally. 

Pandit Motilal Nebxu: They are Regulation men? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Yes, Sir. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: Not one of the Bengal Ordinance men? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Yes. ^the last two 
a half months 19 detenus have been released from j^il apd pvi 
or home domicile and 7 have been released. 

' I Sir Harl Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Hivifeions : Non-Muhamr 
madan) : May I beg to inquire whether these releases are in consequenc 
of the Resolution passed by this Assembly or independent pf it? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Sir, the Government in 
considering these questions considers public opinion as expressed in this 
House and in other places. 

^ Mr. A; Bangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichiuopoly : Non-Muharix- 
madan Rural): May I know, Sir, whether ariy prisoners have" been 
fically released sinc^ ilte' date the Hoose pt^fied the 'Resolution on 4he 
rridafie oirptiaonenr? ^ 

i 
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The Bonourable Sir Alexander Kuddlman: 1 have told the Honourable 
Member that there are 4 men who will be released and that is since the 
Eesolution was passed. About these 7 men who have been rdf^sed, I 
am not sure what dates they were released on, but they have been^rejeased 
in the last two and a half months; probably some were released before 
and some after the Eesolution. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Can the Honourable the Home Member give the 
names of the prisoners released? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: No, it is not in the publio 
interest that I should do so till the arrangements for their conditional re- 
lease have been carried out. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Have these four been released uncondi- 
tionally or conditionally? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: If the Honourable Member 
had ^eard my statement he would have understood that they are released 
from jail and will be put into village domicile. 

An Honourable Member: Is there any objection to giving the names of 
those who have already been released? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I have not got the names, 
but I should think there will be no objection. I should have to consult the 
Bengal Government. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shatee (Tirhut Division: Muhammadan): May I 
know, Sir, if the Member who has been elected to this House has been 
released? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: To the best of my knowledge 
he is not among the 7. 

Mr. E. Ahmed (Eajshahi Division: Muhammadan Bural): Sir, if my 
friend, Mr. Mitra, who was elected to this Assembly as a Member, says, 
‘‘I shall be a good citizen and come here and become a good co-operator'", 
will there be any objection on the part of the Government to allowing 
Mr. Mitra to come here and take the oath? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I should suggest to my 
Honourable friend to advise Mr. Mitra to go in the first instance to the 
Bengal Government by whose orders he is held. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: His Excellency Lord Lytton said that his Government 
had no objection to Mr. Mitra coming here and taking the oath, provided 
in future he undertakes to conduct himself rightly and swears that he will 
be loyal to the King, and bears allegiance to his Successor and the Eoyal 
House. Will the Government of ln4ia then interfere? 


THE CUEEENCY BILL— confd. 

Mr. Praaident: The House will now resume consideration of Mr. Chetty’s 
amendment to clause 2 of the Currency BiU. 

Mr. T. Prakftsam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Eistna : Non- 
Muhammadan Bural) : Sir, I rise to suppoft the amendment moved by 
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my Honourable friend Mr. Shanmukham Chetty. The Bill proposes that 
in place of action 11 of the Xndian Coinage Act clause 2 of Lhe'Bili might 
be substitute The amendment of my Honourable friend Mr. Chetty is 
that secti<B»'ll of the Act should be retained as such, and that in 
place of the figure “ 10 ** the figure “ 15 ** should be substituted. (An 
Honourable Member: “ Bs. 13-5-4 **), 1 beg your pardon, Sir, Ks. 18-5-4 

should be substituted. The Honourable Sir Basil Bhck^tt made an offer 
to omit clause 2 of the Bill, for the present treating the ratio there as 
equivalent to Bs. 10. The amendment, Sir, is a very important one. ii ere 
important than the amendments moved by my Honourable friends Mr, 
Kelkar and Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. Those amendments were for the in- 
troduction of a gold mohur and a gold standard and gold currency, 'ihe 
present amendment of Government is for the remov.il of what we have ‘"ot 
on the Statute now. We have got an inchoate and incomplete gold standard 
on the Statute as it stands to-day. The proposal made in t’ e Government 
Bill is to remove this altogether, so that you will not fnd anv trace of 
gold coin or even any mint or the lecral character or the ratio. Before pro- 
ceeding further with this, I wanted to ask the Hrno’ rable Member in 
charge of the Bill whether the offer he made on the last occasion is still 
open, namely, to omit clause 2 of the Bill. In his absence, Sir, I shall 
proceed with my argument with regard to it. Clause 2 deals not merely 
with demonetisation of the gold sovereign but it deals with removing the 
power that now vests in the Governor General in Co^mcil to coin soverei'^ns 
in the Boyal Mint in England or in the Bombay branch of the Boyal Mint. 
Then it deals with the removal of the legal tender character of the sovereign. 
More than 86 years ago, when the silver standard was abandoned, a gold 
standard was promised and that gold standard was embodied in section 11 
and clause (e) of section 21 of the Coinage Act. SecMon 11. as I have 
stated, is a very small one in which the whole of the gold standard has been 
embodied. It says: 

** Gold coins, whether coined at His Majesty’s Royal Mint in England or at any 
Mint established in pursuance of a Proclamation of His Majesty as a branch of His 
Majesty's Royal Mint, shall be a legal tender in payment or on account, at the rate of 
Rs. 10 for one sovereign.” 

and the proviso makes exception in two cases with regard to the legal 
character of the sovereign, firstly those coins that had been called in under 
the Coinage Act of 1870 and those coins which had lost in weight; these 
two shall not be accepted as legal tender. Clause («) of section 21 of this 
Act provides what should be done in the case of these coins which may 
have lost in weight or those which have been called in under the Act of 
1870. This is the gold standard that the Government promised and em- 
bodied in this Act at that time. It was not a complete gold standard in- 
asmuch as no provision was made for givirf^ sovereigns in exchange for 
notes or silver. Provision was made for receiving sovereigns. 

Sir, in the absence of the Honourable Member I was putting a question 
whether the offer made by him on the last occasion to omit clause 2 is 
still open. 

nie Honourable Sir BasU Blackett (Finance Member) : That offer was 
made with a view to shorten debate. We have l^ad a whole dav's debate 
since then. As I pointed out, and as was well pointed out by Sir Pursbotam- 
das Thakurdas, the offer involved an illogical result, and in view of the 
fact that my offer was not sucCesrful in curtailing debate I said I did not 
propose to repeat it, and 1 do not propose to repeat It now. 

B 2 
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Mr. T; Prakasam: I have put the question with the same object of 
curtailing the debate if possible to-day, because there are ^ther amend- 
ments wliich would take up time. I was submitting to Honorable Mem- 
bers of this House that^the gold standard that was promised htj^that time, 
over 30 years ago, was embodied in this Act in its incomplete form in 
section 11 of the Coinage Act and clause (<J) of section 21 of the said Act. 
In. support of what I am stating now that a gold standard was promised 
at that time and it was declared to be the object of the Government to* 
introduce a gold standard in place of the silver standard when the Mints 
were closed to the free coinage of silver and also to show that it was the 
intention of the Government to continue this gold standard on the Statute- 
book, however incomplete it was, I beg the attention of the Honourable 
Members of this House to what the Chamberlain Commission said in para- 
graph 7. They said: 

“ That from the date of substitution of gold for silver as the standard of value 
ip 1893 to 1898 India derived enormous benefitb and that gold standard should be 
mamiained. 

I 

It is now proposed that this incomplete standard also should bo removed, 
that there should not bo any trace of a gold coin in India, there should 
be no trace of its currency anywhere here; not only that, but also that the 
Mints which were open to mint gold coins whenever there was a necessity, 
whenever there was an emergency, those Mints also should close. It is 
a very serious matter. In 1918, Sir ... . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: On a point of order, 49 t^ay 1 again 
poini out that all that w^e are doing now is to leave the position free for 
discussion on the Gold Standard and lleserve Bank Bill and suggest that 
we had this whole subject under discussion and thoroughly debated it at 
v^'ry considerable length on the last occasion and that there is no reason 
why we should repeat it now. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Sir, I am taking particular care to see that not a word 
which I stated or any other Member stated with regard to the gold standard 
is being repeated now. I am trying and 'I am very anxious to confine 
myself to the four comers of the two sections, section 11 and clause (c) of 
section 21 in order to show what a serious stop is proposed by the amend- 
ment of the existing Act. It is not merely demonetising the sovereign, 
but it is also closing the mints altogether, giving no chance whatever even 
if there should be an emergency to mint gold coins in this country. Now, 
Sir, I was submitting that after the war in 1918 when they could not send, 
money from England to here, when they could not send gol^ from England 
to here, even ^i’hen silver could not come from there to India, what was it 
they did? A Gold Ordinance was promulgated and an Amending Bill was 
int‘*oduced here; the Gold Mohur Amending Act of 1918 was passed by this 
House. Gold Mohurs w^ere minted in the Bombay Branch. Now, Sir, 
by. the amendment that is proposed by the Government, they want to' close 
the ihints .... 

1^0 Honourable Sir Basil Blackett*: May I point out that this has 
nqtjimg to do with the closing 6f the Mints,’ namely, the qomin^ of gold 
mohurs. 

• Mr; PrM^eat: The queBtion of cIpBipBthe Mints is a difierent question. 
It is nbl>co\«ifed thq amendment nq^^rlbeforq the i^usd. 
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Hr* % P r i ^kafl a m : I request your ftttentioii, Sir, to section 11 of the 
Act. It run^hus: 

“Gold coftd, whether coined at His Majesty’s Royal Mint in England, or at any 
Mint established in pursuance of a Proclamation of Uis Majesty as a branch of His 
^^jpsty’s Boyal Mint, shall be a legal tender in payment or on account at the rate 
of rupees ten for one sovereign.” 

In this clause, Sir, the coin is mentioned, the Mints where they would be ; 
coined are mentioned and the legal tender character and the ratio all are 
mentiotied. All these are embodied in one section because they thought 
it was not necessary to introduce separate sections to show what the new 
coins were and how they came into existence so long as they were adopting 
the English sovereigns and half sovereigns as gold coins of India and tl ey 
were minted in the mints defined in the Act and gold mohurs were not 
minted. What is j^roposed now by the Government by inserting clause 2 
of the Bill, to which I would invite your attention? It rims thus: 

* ‘ In the Indian Coinage Act, 1906, for section 11 the following section shall be 
substituted.” 

In other words, remove the whole section, with the proviso and substitute 
in its place what is stated here in clause 2. Kemove everything, there 
should be no lioyal Mint, no branch, no minting, no legal tender, and 
nothing should bo done. That is why 1 was submitting that the closing of 
the Mint meant the removal of the power vested in the Governor General 
in Council inwirtue of this Act to mint sovereigns either in the Eoyal Mint 
in England or in the branch at Bombay or elsewhere. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May 1 point out that this is simply 
an amendment to substitute one figure for anOcher; it is not the whole 
question which is under discussion. This is an amendment which does not 
touch the point the Honourable Member is referring to. 

Mr. T. Frakasam: I am sorry, unless I have not been able to follow 
this attempt at legislation — the removal of one section from the Act and 
the substitution of another section in its place will destroy everything 
that is now in the section. If this is not open foi discussion here I do not 
know what is. It is not a matter of merely demonetizing the sovereign and 
declaring that the sovereign shall cease to be a current coin. The whole 
section is sought to be omitted. 

Mr. K- Ahmed (Raishahi Division: Muhammadan Rural). Give it up;* 
you will not be able to carry it. 

Mr. T. Frakasam: Thank you, you will allow me to mention one word 
inasmuch as my friend humorously interrupted just now. I was reading 
in a paper that when the discussion on the gold standard and gold currency 
came up here last time, the House was empty, the weather was very hot 
and there were not sufficient Members here to attend to this, and yet the 
discussion was going on. Shr, I would request the Honourable Members 
of this House not to feel the heat in this House so much and not to go out 
of the House when the discussion is proceeding on such an important matter, 
a matter which is so vital that the result of it will be regretted not only by 
us hut by our descendants ih the future. It may be that the Honourable 
Membcrii onposite who drhw salaries from the G^emment exchequer find’ 
' it vei^y hot'to sit m this House. . . . 
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Ths Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May I ask if all this is relevant? 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member come to thejp^its of the 
question ? ^ 

Mr. T. Prakaaam : Sir, this is very closely connected with the merits. . • 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member will now come 
directly to the question before the House. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: I therefore submit to the Honourable Members of 
this House that their presence is very essential here 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member is again having 
on the same thing. I asked him more than once to come to the merits of 
the amendment which is before the House. ^ 

Mr. T. Prakasam: May I know, Sir, whether when one Member is 
talking, it is not within his province to request the Honourable Members 
who may be going away to pay attention to this? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has already done so more than 
once, but he is not entitled to repeat it over and over again. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : Thank you. Sir. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: He has lost the thread of it. (Laughter.) 

Mr. T. l^akasam: It' is not a matter for laughter; it isll matter for 
serious consideration. The Members opposite can very well afford to laugh, 
but so far as I am concerned, and so far as other Members on this side 
are concerned, it is a matter of very great consequence for this country — the 
legislation that is proposed here and the manner in which it is being got 
through here. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May I again ask if this is relevant 
to the amendment? 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Try this on the platform outs'de. 

Mr. T. Paraksam: It is a matter of great seriousness to us, I have 
been submitting to the Honourable Members of this House what was 
proposed by clause 2 of this Bill. When it says that section 11 of the 
Gold Coinage Act should be removed it means the taking away of every- 
th.ng that exist on the Statute now with regard to this gold standard. 
Clause (e) of section 21. as the Act stands to-day, vests power in the 
Governor General in Council make rules or regulations about the re* 
cejpt of gold coins that may have lost their weight or mav have been 
called in under the Gold Coinage Act of 1870. You will find on reference 
to the Bnglish Coinage Act or to any 'other Coinage Act of other coun- 
tries that provi^aion is made with regard to all these things in order to 
constitute a gold standard. All those things have been pressed into 
these two sections, or rather one full section and one clause of section 21. 
*1 bat fs the standard that we have got and that is' referred to by the 
Chami>6rlain Commission who sav that it should be maintained at any 
cost to this country at least io that extent. I therefore submit to you 
that it is a verv important matter. Now what is it that is souvht to be 
inihfoduoed iti place of section 11 through this olau«^ 2 of the BiU? De- 
monetization of the sovereign: the sovereign shall cease to be legal 



THB OUBBBKOY BILL. 


246 » 

tender in future. That is clause 2 of the amending Bill. What is the 
objecl^ view in demonetizing the sovereign? 1 was submitting to ^ou 
on tfapij^st occasion, and I would not like to repeat it at any length here. 
Demonetization of the sovereign is not the thing that should be done. 
What should be done is demonetization of the rupee. The Honourable 
Klember in charge of the Bill was very anxious to do some good to thia 
country when he placed his own scheipe before the Boyal Commis- 
sion . . . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I would like to ask whether this 
is relevant on the question whether the sovereign should be demonetized. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : I am sorry for these interruptions, Sir. He was 
sc good as to introduce in his own scheme demonetization of the silver 
rupee. The silver rupee, according to the Honourable Member in charge 
of the Bill, was the one stumbling block in the way of having an ideal 
system in India the removal cf which would have saved India from all 
the disasters that have overtaken her. But to-day he feels he is com* 
polled to adopt the recommendation of the Boyal Commission that it *8 
not the silver coin that should be demonetized, but the gold coin that 
should be demonetized. And what is the reason given by the Boyal 
Commission for demonetizing the gold coin and not demonetizing the sil- 
ver coin? The reason given by the Boyal Commission is this: “a lot ol 
gold is being hoarded in India and we want to remove that habit, to kill 
that hi^it and get back all the gold into u.se and really take it into cir- 
culation.” That is the reason that is given by the Boyal Commission.. 
For that reason they say, demonetise the sovereign. My submission to 
the Honourable Members of th.s House to-day is that the object that 
the Commission had in view could never be achieved by demonetising 
tlie sovereign. On the other hand, if the Government should keep gold 
coin as a current coin and demonetise the silver rupee, then the object 
could be easily achieved. The best method, — the method acknowled^^ed 
to be best by experts all over the world — is to win the confidence of the 
public. The confidence of the publ c could be gained by any Govern- 
ment if they said “Bring your silver rupees to us; we are ready to give 
you gold coin. Bring your currency notes, bring us the currency notes 
which we have put into circulation and we are ready to give you gold 
coin.” If these things are done, people will believe in the Government, 
they will have no suspicion whatever. They would say “whether the 
gold is with us or with the Government it makes no difference because’ 
they give us a note when we want and they are ready to cash it into 
gold the moment we present it. They give us silver rucees and they 
will cash them into gold whenever we present them.” This is the method 
adopted by every country in the world to win the confidence of.tlie people 
and to make them cultivate the habit of doing away with the hoarding 
hnbit. If, on the other hand the Government is anxious to demonetise 
that very sovereign the result is quite the reverse. Here is a Govern- 
ment; it is a stepmotherly Government, a Government that is not in- 
trested exclusively in the country that is being governed bv it, it is al- 
ways interested in its own country primarily and onlv secondarily in thia 
country; whenever legislat*on is proposed it is anxious that its own 
country's interests do not suff^*r in any way, and it takes good care to 
see that they are safe. Under these circumstances it is only natural 
that such a Government should be suspected by the people; and if the 
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ttovertunent’s anxiety is to remove this suspicion and to remqrfjrlhe 
hoarding altogether what the Government should have 
to have decided to keep the gold coin as a current con. A golcT note 
should be introduced and the Government should tell the 'public “ Look 
here*, do not keep your gold like fools in your houses or under, the ground. 
We are protecting your interests here. You bring back your gold to us. 
Wc are ready to give you gold whenever you want it.’* That is the way 
in ^hich the Government should have gone about the business. Instead 
of course, when this Currency Commission came here and 

made some recommend utions in the way that recommendations were 
usually made in the past by such committees, they went after them. 
The Honourable Member in charge of the Bill has abandoned his own 
Bcheme. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May I itsk. Sir, if the Honour- 
ai^le Mpmber is in order in now discussing the general question? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member it seems js not willing to 
give way. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, 1 desire to raise h point of 

f der. Is this in order? The Honourable Member is again discussing 
e general question of the introduction of a gold currency which is quite 
a different questiion to the demonetisation of the sovereign; and T would 
ask that he might be required to confine himself to the latter. ( 

Hr. President: As regards the point of order raised by the Honourable 
Member, the Chair is of opinion that it is so difticailt to separate the two 
questions that the Chair is bound to give some indulgence to Honourable 
Members. However, I would ask the Honourable Member to confine 
himself as far fis possible to the question before the House. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Very well, Sir. In the Currency Commission’s 
Beport, on page 26, paragraph 25 says: 

“ The obligation to sell gold coins for all purposes makes it impossible to have 
any gold coin as legal tender or to mint gold for the public unless and until the hold- 
ing of gold in the reserves is big enough to make it possible to accept the obligat ons 
ixnpiied in the introduction of a gold currency and it is decided that the .introduction 
of such a currency is desirable.” 

Now, Sir, I propose to take this one clause written by tlic Commissioners 
in their Beport and submit to Honourable Members of this House that 
on the basis laid down by themselves, it is in the interest of this country 
that the gold coin should not be demonetised in the manner suggested by 
the Government now. They want to make the gold reserve a big one. 
Vhe reserve can be made a big one by purchasing gold and by offering 
to the people again in a reasonable quantity, . gold for sale in return. 
What is it that it is offering by this Bill? It is 1,065 tolas of bar gold. 
**If voii bring 1,065 tolas to us here we will purchase it.” That is what 
th6 Government save. The 1,065 tolas have been reduced by the House to 
40 tolas so far as their buyang power is concerned. So far as their selling 
power Is concerned? it has yet to come and they say now the n^inimum is 
r,065 tolas in How many can sell in stich quantities? The object of 

tlW'Commfsalott'ift to have the hbardix^ of gold in the reserve big enough 
to to hsTO a gold ourrency. They say they would have 
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gold^urrency, they would have a complete gold standard provided 
they ^W|^fficient tme l^o make their reserve of gold sufficiently big. 

Honourable Members of this House not to demonetise thej 
sovereignTBut to keep it a current coin, to keep it a legal tender, because 
plenty of gold will be forthcoming into the Govei*nment reserves if they 
cJily say “We^will pass currency notes; we will give you silver or gold 
com and make them convertible.’* If they only say that, their exche- 
quer will be full of gold in no time. The reverse process is adopted liy 
the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill on the basis of this recom- 
mendation of the Commission. I would submit to Honourable Members 
of this House not to take such a serious and fatal step as voting against 
iliis amendment and in favour of demonetization in the manner some 
tnends thought they could do on other amendments in the past on the 
^.ssurance given by the Honourable Member that all these would be open 
for discussion again when the Reserve Bank Bill comes up during the 
Simla Session. Except that assurance he gave no answer to any of tho 
questions raised in discussion in his final reply. I therefore submit to 
all of you not to repeat such a serious error again by voting in favour of clause 
2 which demonet'ses the sovereign, which does away with the sdv^t#^ 
ign, which reduces it to a deadweight of dust. If my friend sitting ‘'iherifiif 
had only known the process of legislation, and thcf method adopt#d^'iij|f 
the Government to reduce this Rs. 15 to Rs. 10 iu the Statute-book, my 
friend would not be shaking his head in the way in which he does now. 
Rs. 15 was the value fixed for a sovereign in the Statiite-b')ok. In order 
to reduce the value of the sovereign to Rs. 10 they were afraid to bring 
hi an amending Bill before this Assembly straight awav. They wanted 
to kill it indirectly before the matter was placed before this House. What 
was done, Sir? In June 1920 from Simla an Ordinance called the Gold 
Ordinance was promukated in which they stated that the legal tender 
character of the p^old sovereign should cease to be in operation three 
^»pcks after the date of that notification. Withn three weeks all those 
x^ho had gold soverei<Tns in their possess^’on should produce them and. 
piesent them at their currency offices and they wouM get in return — what? 
*Ihev would get in return currency notes at Rs. 15 per sovere’gn — not 
even jsilver rupees; and currency notes during that period had gone 
down in value. The Government was then pa'^sing through a most criti- 
eal stage of finance. This is t*^e substance of a telegram sent from the 
^ ’e^rov on the 8th November IIRQ: the Gold Ordinance which was pro-w 
mrlnrated from the top of the Simla hills was in June 1920. The tele- 
gram says: 

Tb« bi'rbpsf rote's of f^i^ronnt on currency notes renort^d dnnnpr 1918 wer^ 
1*1 nor r-ent. in the Central Provinces, 16 per cent, in Bengal and 134 per cent, in 

Pi-'rTn'> ** * . 

Bui F's Exf’plloncv ndf’ed diirir«r 1919 th6 hin-hest reported 

was 3 r«r pent. T’^e note bad srone down in vnlne; it wa.ii hofc 
nowible to <ret inll value for it; the credit of the Govemraent was at the' 
lowp'it. Waa that the occasion for the Government to choose, to kilt the 
spv^ei.rn_a sovereign tiiat was valued at fifteen rupees— to reduce it to, 
ten rupees? 

Hr. Pretidebt: We are not copBideriM tH§ 6i^iinance of 1919. 

Xc. T, Prahasam: NopeeKtdMlilY not, eirjfhiit' 1' am very ansSous thaft' 
the postmen, should he ' 
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Kr^ President: I dare say you are. 

Hr. T. Prakasam; So my submission is that the reduction^^ilBi^ Bs. Itt 
to Rs. 10 was under those circumstances .... 

Mr. President: That is hardly relevant on this amendment. 

^ Mr. T. Prakasam: Well, Sir, I do not like to enter into any controversy 
with you. My submission has been that it has everything to do with re- 
gard to this principle; but in view of your ruling I shall not trouble ther 
House now with it. I would therefore request Honourable Members to 
treat this as a serious measure, more serious than any other amendment 
proposed by any of us on this side with regard to the introduction of a 
new gold standard. I would request Honourable Members humbly not 
to do away with this gold standard and gold coin. When the Honourable 
Member offered to omit this clatise last time, much time was not taken 
with regard to the dehate; the Honourable Mr. Shanmukham Chetty alone 
spolge and my Honourable friend, Mr. Kclkar spoke fbr about ten mmutes* 
and the House was then adjourned. That is where we stood ; to-day he 
says “ with a view to save time ** he made the offer and would not repent 
it. If he intended to save t^me the other day he ought to^decide to-day ' 
with regard to further amendments. 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian Com- 
merce) : Even though, Sir, I might not be niled out of order, I do not 
pronose to delve into the mists of antiquity and give the House a h'story 
of the gold currenev of India because that has already been done by abler 
men. I think it will be admitted, if not by everybody, by nearly every- 
body, in this House, that a gold currency in circulation with compete 
convertibility is not within the range of practical politics at this moment. 
That is to sav, it would be unreasonable to ask the Government to give 
us arold mohiirs or sovereigns for silver rupees and paper notes, and I 
think at the same time that though we admit that this is not pract’cMble 
to-dav, most of us do hope that the time will come when we shall have 
the right to go to the Govornment and ask for gold coin for our silver 
nmeos or oiir paper, even tho’i"h we mav not exerrise that rght. But a 
number of us up here would Tke to see with as little delay as possible a 
fuliv valued gold coin, someth ’n«^ ^e can see and someth mg we can tooeh 
and for that coin to be our standard coin. I know that the Honourable- 
the Finance Member will tell na that this Bdl fives the vahie of the rupee 
dofinitelv in terms of gold — in grains of gold; and therefore we have got 
our standard. But unfortunately the Government is to-dav reapin<^ the 
harvest which was sown in the past, when the rupee was linked to sterling. 
I am fully aware that there was no le^al obligation in the past for the 
Oovemrpent to gwe sterling for nmees; but there was a moral obfig«tion 
to do so and as in those davs sterling was svnonvmous with gold, I think 
the neople of this country had every right to consider the rupee merely ns 
a token coin representing one-fifteenth of the sovereign, just as the sh Ting 
represents oue-t^entmth of the govereim. with the d’fferenee that the 
rupee would be more like the American silver dollar or the French five- 
franc piece in being unlimited legal tender. I think therefore that the 
feelin'^ in this country is that ’t wants a fuMv valued gold coin as 'ts 
standard instead of a note printed on sHver, that note prnted on silver 
being as it ’s to-dsv the only renm*fentative of* the country’s eiirrenev, 
just as in England even to-day anybody can go to the Bank of' England 
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ai\d get five sovereisfns for a bank note; whether it is in fact a legal obl'gi^ 
tio^yu not I do not know • • • « * 

Eonoorable Sir Basil Blackett: No, it is not. As a matter of 
practice they do not do so. 

Sir Viftor Sassoon: As a matter of practice? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: No. 

Sir Victor Sassoon: As a matter of practice I have done so; I did get 
five sovereigns for a five-pound note; as 1 say it may not have been legal 
eighteen months ago, but in practice I did get it. But 1 was told that I 
was not to export those sovereigns : I was told if I merely wanted them for 
inside England and if I was not going to export them, then I couid have 
them. So that is why I have a great deal of sympathy with the Honour- 
able Mr. Chetty’s amendment because what is it in effect? It is in effect 
a desire that the sovereign should be the visible symbol of the currency 
of this country pending the substitution of a gold mohur. That I think 
is what Mr. Ohetty wants, and I have the fullest sympathy with that 
desire. 

But unfortunately I do see some practical disadvantages to the amend- 
ment. If you let the sovereign be legal tender at the effective ratio, 
which is what Mr. Chetty suggests, and if at the same time you give 
the citizen every right to get sterling for his silver rupees and for hia 
paper, you will in an indirect way — it is true — ^but you will in fact be lay- 
ing down that the silver rupee and the paper note is convertible into 
gold coin; and the reason why is this: it is because you can take your 
silver rupees and your paper and you can get sterling for it and with that 
sterling you can buy sovereigns or get a bank to buy sovereigns for you. I 
think if anybody wants it the Chartered Bank is perfectly ready to buy 
sovereigns in England for sterling or bullion and bring them out here ; and 
if you allow these sovereigns to be legal tender you are in effect converting" 
silver rupee legal tender and paper legal tender into a gold coin legal 
tender; that is what you are doing in effect. 

Now, Sir, what will happen in practice? The Honourable the Finance 
Member has blazoned the fact throughout the country that the rupee is 
really only worth its silver content, that is to say, about 8d. and you 
cannot blame the people of India if they take advantage of this amend- 
ment, if it is passed, to turn their silver rupees and their paper into a 
fully valued gold coin 

Hr. A. Bangaswaxni Iyengar (Tanjore cum Triohinopoly : Non-Muham- 
madan Bural) : That is not the amendment. 

Sir Victor Sassoon: That is the effect of the amendment because, look 
at what will happen. If this amendment passes I will show you what will 
happen in an indirect way. Bullion brokers would get sterling for siWer 
rupees and for paper from the Government ; instead of buying bull on they 
will buy gold sovereigns and then will sell them for say Bs. 18 to the^ 
people here; the people here will give them in return silver rupee# and 
paper, and the bullion merchant could take those silver rupees and paper, 
and do the transaction all over again; so that in the end the Honourable' 
the Finance Member will find that be is getting a lot of silvel^ rupees, be 
is getting a lot of paper and he is giving for them all his sterling reserves* 
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in England. He may even find necessary “io b^wrrow sterling 
)|i^ obligations, and to do this without in any way getting away froitf^irtbe 
obligation of having to keep this rate Is. 6d. if the external^ balance 
of the trade happens to be against India. 

Now, Sir, as I said before, I am afraid that because itfhas bfeen 
blazoned in this country that the rupee is only worth its silver content 
you will get a rush for sovereign if this amendment passes. It is perfect- 
ly » irup that the Honourable the Finance Member will no doubt say what 
We have been saving for weeks past that the fact that the natural value 
of the rupee is onlv its silver content has no more sin:nificance than the^ 
equally incontrovertible fact that the Anfierican silver dollar is only worth 
Mts silver content. But people will say that this seems to be a new asser- 
tion, and that the Honourable Member has been emphasising the former 
view during the ratio discussion and therefore one could not blame them 
for proof tding cautiously and converting their token currency into full 
valued ciirrencv. That, Sir, is why I suggest to this House that it will 
be dangerous to support this amendment, although I admit that there is 
quite a natural and widespread desire to keep the sovereign undemon eti*ed, • 
if' I may use the clurnsv w'ord, until we have got a gold coin to take its 
place. 

Now, Sir, J have been trying to think out' if there is not some way to 
get out of this diffieultv, and it is with the greatest diffidence that I make 
a suggestion wliich, 1 hope, will meet the difficult situation. I think my 
Indian friends will be saitisfied if a gold coin was the definHe standard 
valqe of the country and if a definite date were fixed at which time ti^at 
coin would circulate even if only in n restricted manner. Now, if the Gov- 
ernment were in its Gold Currency Bill to lay down that the standard coin 
of the country should not be a rupee but should be a gold mohiir of a 
certain weight and fineness and if it should strike a number of samples of 
this gold mohur so that the coin of the country should not be the ninee 
but a gold mohur, and if at the same time it would say if you give us geld 
we will give you not an ordinary note which you get to-dav, but we wiU 
give you a note whicli will say that that note is worth so many gold 
raoliui;^; and if a period of ten years were to be fixed within which ft 
cpul^ cashed either in silver rupees or notes or in gold mohnrs at f^e 
option of the Government after which it could only be cashed in gold 
mohurs you would be getting somewhere to the point which we are all 
trying to reach. You would be giving Government breathing <5pflre, and 
at the same time the Government would know its liability, for the liability 
would bo that it must supply gold mohurs if asked for for the number of 
notes that were issued ten years before. I do not know if this attemnt 
of mine to make a constructive suggestion will result in a feasible ore, 
but I do think it is well worth careful consideration, and I do offer it to 
both pides of the House in the hope that it will prove a practical solution 
of what is admittedly a very great difficulty. 

(Sevex^l Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. /Vj K* Aravamudha Ayangar (Finance Department! Nominated 
Official): Sir, I rise at this stance to answer some of the points which 
have been taised ?by my friend Mr. Chetty, points which been very 
carefully coAsidered bv the Currency Commission. He complained. Sir, 
that the Gommissioti liave made a moft bald and dogmatic statement ia 
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paragraph 65 of their Eeftert, that the retention of the legal tender character 
of the sovereign was impossible with a gold bullion standard. He also 
contained that that statement had not been properly explained. If my 
fricM will only turn to paragraph 5B of the Eeport and to the later 
paragraphs which deal with the constitution of the reserves, he will find 
that the Commission have devoted considerable time and considerable 
space in jthe Eeport to the discussion of the essential principles which 
underlie this recommendation for the demonetisation of the sovereign. 1 
think, Sir, the difficulty with Mr. Chetty has been, like every other Mem- 
ber, that his point of view has been rather obscured by the ratio contro- 
versy. He has read the Eeport, he has read the evidence; he has read 
it once, he has read it twice ; but he has forgotten everything except the 
controversy of the ratio. 

He was prepared to concede, Sir, that the demonetisation of the 
sovereign may be nccessarv m connection with the gold bullion standard, 
but he saw no reason why in connection with the gold exchange standard 
or the standard which would be introduced b^’ this Currency Bill such 
a step was necessary. 1 will first deal with the second point. Under 
clause 5 of this Bill the public in India has the option of taking their 
legal tender currency to the Currenev Authority lUid getting gold exchange 
at Is. 5fd. p(*r rupc‘(‘. Thej can convert that gold exchange in London 
into gold so long as then* is a statutory obligation on the Bank of England 
to convert the gold exchange into gold and have it shipped to India; and^ 
when it comes hens Ihe public will have got gold at Is. f^d, per rupee. This 
is exactly. Sir, the rate al wiiicdi under the gold bullion standard the Com- 
mission have recommended that the Currency Authority in India and 
later on the Eeservt* Bank must give gold to the {)ublic. This, Sir, should 
prove to Mr. Chetty that if the demonetisation of the sovereign is absolutely 
necessary in connection with the gold bullion standard, it is also necessary 
in conne(*tion wdth the gold exchange standard. 

To turn now, Sir, to ^he question how the demonetisation of the 
sovereign is essential. Under clause* 5 of this Bill, the Currency Authority 
for the first time in the history of the Indian currency system haVe under- 
taken a statutory obligation to convert all legal tender Currency without 
limit of amount into gold exchange. It is an obligation wffiich they have 
npt taken, for a long time as it involves a very great responsibility. This 
responsibility is fulfilled by the Currency Authority keeping a certain 
percentage of gold and gold exchange in the reserves. The maximuiii 
amount of this gold or gold exchange to be kept in the reserves is deter- 
mined by the excess of India's foreign, payments abroad over India's 
credits abroad; that is, the maximum for the gold and gold exchange in 
reserve is the adverse balance of trade for India. But every sale of gold 
or gold exchange involves a contraction of an equivalent amount of internal 
legal tender currency, and there is a limit beyond which it is impossible 
for the Currency Authority to contract the currency. This is Called the 
contract ability of the cuarency, and usually in all coimtries which work 
on a. gold exchange or a gold bullion standard, the maximum of the total 
amount of gold dr gold exchange kept in the reserves is fixed by this pon- 
tract Ability of the currency. The problem in India is not so simple 
is in other countries on accoimt of the existence of .large amount o| 
tMider' currency in hoards. I do not use the twosfd “ hoards/' vi any^bpjd 
sense; I use it m the sense that a large amount of legal tender 
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is not effectively functioning as currency. The experience of the last few 
years has been that there has been a tendency for these silver hoards to 
be replaced by gold bullion. Since the Commission reported, our suver 
rupees in the Eeserve have mounted up from 85 to 105 crores. And as 
this process goes on, the difficulty in the existence of silver 
hoards in undertaking any ^scheme of monetary refonutfor India 
will gradually disappear. And what about gold hoards? Mr. Chetty him- 
self has said that there are about 200 crores of sovereigns in hoards. I 

do not know if he really used the word “ hoards but what he said was 

that it was not in effective circulation. What will happen if these 200 
crores of gold coin come into circulation at any time? They will make 
it necessary to withdraw a corresponding amount of token currency, if the 
legal tender character of the sovereign is retained. The Currency 
Authority will be presented with a large amount of legal tender currency 
for conversion into gold and gold exchange, for which they have not made 
provision.1 This is absolutely impossible for the Currency Authority to 
undertake at present. The object of the Commission's proposals there- 
fore is to render innocuous that portion of the hoards which consist of 

gold coin, so that the Currency Authority may have control over the 

volume of monetary circulation in India and thereby maintain the exchange 
value of the rupee stable. 

So much has been said in favour of the proposals of the Finance Depart- 
ment that I may be permitted to refer to them. That Department placed 
certain proposals before the Currency Commission and wanted to introduce 
a gold standard plus a gold currency in four well-defined stages. The first 
was the introduction of a gold bullion standard. The second was the 
introduction of an optional gold currency. The third was the introduction 
of a statutory gold currency system; and the fourth was the reduction of 
the legal tender character of the rupee. The Commission went into every 
detail of these recommendations and considered that in the present 
position of India, in her own best interests, it was impossible for the 
Currency Authority to undertake an obligation beyond what was contained 
in the first stage of the Finance Department’s proposals. The retention of 
the legal tender character of the sovereign will, as I have shown, place 
on the Currency Authority an obligation which the Commission have 
definitely decided it is impossible for it to undertake at present. I there- 
fore appeal to the Members, if you are not going to wreck the Currency 
Commission's recommendation, please stccept this portion of the recom- 
mendation. 

Mr. Chetty has also inquired why England, which has also introduced 
a gold bullion standard, did not think it worth while to demonetise the 
sovereign. It is not that England was unaware of the difficulty of working 
the gold bullion standard with the gold sovereign in circulation. But, Sir, 
there are many things that can be done by an appeal to intelligence and 
patriotism in England that cannot be done here. (Several Honourable 
Members: ‘•Question.") Everything that comes from the Finance 
Member is treated with a considerable degree of suspicion. I may be 
permitted to quote here a few sentences from the speech of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer when he introduced the gdld standard in April 1926 
in the United Kingdom : 

. ** Betnraing to the international gold standard does not mean that we are going to 
isstte gold coinage. Thit is quite mmeceesary for the purpose of the gold standard 
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and it is out of the question in glesent circumstances.^ It would be an unwarrantable 
extravagance which our present financial stringency by no means allows us to indulge 
in. Indeed, I must appeal to all classes in the public interest to continue to pso 
notes and /to make no change in the habits and practices we have become used to 
for the lak 10 yeart. The practice of the last 10 years has protected the Bank of 
England and other banks against any appreciable demand for sovereigns or half 
sovereigns.** 

Practical steps ^have also been taken to demonetise the sovereij^. Hon- 
ourable Members are aware that previously there was a statutory obliga- 
tion in England that no Bank of England note could be issued for less 
than £ 5 . The object of this was that so far as the daily needs of the 
country went^ the sovereism must circulate for those requirements The 
introduction of the £1 and 10 «. notes since 1915 and the proposal for 
their perpetuation later on, tend to show that En'^^lund has jrore n^^'ay 
from gold coinage for ever. (An Honourable Member: “ The sovereign has 
not been demonetised in England.”) 

My friend Sir Victor Sassoon referred to the practice in England. The 
question was put to the Governor of the Bank of England : 

** Under the currency legislation in force in this country at the present moment the 
Bank of England note mid the currency note are convertible no longer into sovereigns 
but into gold bullion?*’ 

He answered: “Yes”. He was asked again: 

** Does the Bank of England in practice cash notes in sovereigns?** 

He said: 

” It does not in practice. I do not mean to say that occasionally an individual is 
not obliged. We do sometimes oblige an individual/* 

— specially when the individual happens to be a big man (Laughter) — 

but as a general practice the bank does not pay its notes in coin.*’ 

It has been stated in the course of the debate that just as England had 
to go through the gold currency stage before the gold bullion stage, India 
should also pass through a similar process. This question was put to 
Mr. Maynard Keynes — an authority very popular on the other side — and 
let me quote from his evidence : 

** It has been suggested to ns that just as Germany and England had to go through 
that stage before they came to the present stage, surely India is entitled to go similarly 
through the gold coinage and circulation stage? — 1 think if India wants to go through 
every stage she had better start with cowries.” 

” I only want your opinion on that point, because it is an argument that has been 
put to us in India? — ^You mean the idea is that India is to be^n by mjiing all the 
mistakes that it is possible to make, and tp adopt in turn all the obsolete currencies.** 

** England has now reached the gold exchange standard practically. It has been sug- 
gested that India, not having gone through the gold currency stage, ought now to go 
through the gold currency stage in order to familiarise her people with the gold 
coinage?— Nobody would make the same proposals as regards cotton machinery or 
motor cars, would they?’* 

If India really wants to have a gold coin, Sir, it cannot be the sovereign. 
In the first place the value of a sovereign is Bs. 18-6-4. It is a 
most inconvenient fraction and it can never circulate. The experience of 
the Government of India in connection with their Bs. 2-8 notes was mos#^ 
hitter, and they ultimately had to withdraw them from circulation, and 
a lot of these note forms was burnt. Secondly, Colonel .WilUs, t^e Ifint 
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Master, in his evidence before the Connpaission drew attention to the 
fact that the present fineness of the sovereign facilitates its bei^g melt^ 
liown for the purpose of ornaments. It does not circulate as currency ini 
India, Of course it circulates on the system of the fair 'daughters of 
India. Lastly, Sir, the Government and the Currency Authority must 
jiave some control over the total volume of gold coin that is put into 
circulation. The Eight Honourable Montagu Norman, when asked as to 
when he expected gold coin to circulate again in England, replied 

“ When OUT international poaition becomes so strong and ottr exchange rules s<^ 
high and so satisfactory that gold will come in greater amounts than we need into the 
Bank rcsei\es; tlicp we shall be glad to use part of the redundant gold for circula- 
tion.*' 

So might it be in India When the gold reserves are more than^ sufficient, 
the Currency Aiithoritv inav think it desirable to inject a portion of the 
redundant gold into hand to band use. But the amount ot gold s^ put 
circ*ulation should be at the discretion of the Currency Authority and 
will be limited in amount. The Currency Authority will have full control 
over the volume of monetary circulation and through that the stability of 
the purchasing power, of the rupee. 

The Curicnvy Comiiiission did not look at this point solely from the 
point of view of the cofiVenicncS of the Currency Authority. They also 
considered whether, from the point of view of the Indian public, there 
would be any ineonvcnience in carrying out these proposals. Although 
sovereigns are legal tender under the Act, they have not circulated for the 
past 10 years. But look at the figures of imports of sovereigns. If you 
take the period of 5 years ending 191B-14, you wdll see that India import- 
ed annually about 11 croros worth of sovereigns in that period. In 
1925-26 she imported an equal amount of sovereigns. That only shows that 
India will get all the sovereigns she requires and there is no need to fear 
that this pro])Osal to demonetise the sovereign will ineonvenienee the public. 

Finally 1 wish to draw particular attention to one paragraph of the 
Eeport. In paragraph 167 the Commission say : 

“ Tn conclusion, we desiie to emphasise that o\\t recommendations in the preceding 
sections of this Report should be regarded as a comprehensive whole and that modi- 
fications of any of their integral parts involve the danger of destroying their balance 
and so preventing the efficient and smooth working of the whole." 

1 appeal to the House, do not wreck this scheme. Give the Currency 
Commission a patient hearing. Give its recommendations a fair trial and 
you will not regret the action that you have taken. (Applause.) 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: Sir, if I intervene in this debate to-day 
to support the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Chetty it is nob 
because I want to revive the controversy of the ratio,' but because i ' 
f^el that, the original section of the Bill Would in my opinion remove the last 
vestige ol hope that may exist in the mind of the people that the Gov- 
ernment is either serious or in earnest in its idea that it will give way' to 

people's wish in establishing a gold coinage in this country. Sir, I 
Hhvc been hearing my friend Mr. Ay .Ayangar’s vety learned speech, but 
wfbh all respect 1 think it is absolutely wide of the mark. (Several Hon- 
ourable Members : “No, no.'') I feel, Sir, that whatever, he has Wd <a8 to 
the tnerits of thyp gold bul^on standard, or as he more it iti 
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parts of bis speech, the gold exchange standttxU wfaiok ^ really, what is 
DOW ewablished in this country, the merits of the gold exchange standard 
have nothing to do with the demonetisation proposals that have been xnade 
it the Government Bill. What is the pretext, Sir, with which the Govern- 
inent supports this proposal to demonetise the sovereign? So far as the 
demonetisation of the sovereign is concerned, I submit, Sir, that in the origi- 

proposals made by tho Government of India for a gold currency — a mat- 
ter to which my friend Mr. Prakasam also referred — ^they had no propdlMl 
whatever that sovereigns should be demonetised in the first instance as a 
necessary transitory provision for the final establishment of the gold cur- 
rency, nor in the questionnaire which was sent to all the people who were 
vexamined before the Currency Commission was the idea that gold coins 
should be demonetised in the first instance for the purpose of introducing 
a reformed currency, put forward. T think there was really no evidence, no 
substantial amount of evidence before the Commission, which went to 
deal with this matter I think, Sir. that the real basis of the proposal 
that is >ist now made is found in the fact that the Government have really 
made up their mind that the standard of currency that should 
be established in this country is the gold bullion standard and possibly the 
gold exchange standard eventually, if the gold bullion standard would 
not work, and not a currency based on a gold coinage. Sir, the 
Honourable the Finance Member when he introduced the Eeserve 
Bank Bill and made his general speech made to us various pro- 
mises. He said that whatever view be taken as to the necessity or the 
expediency of having a gold currency in this country, of having a gold 
eoinage that will really circulate, the first essential step for that purpose 
would be a gold bullion standard. He said that that was the road via 
which we should advance to the possession of a gold currency. I want to 
put it to him, Sir, that, if we are to accept the recommendations of the 
Commission, this would not happen, for what do the Commission say? 

** The essence of the proposal which we proceed to develop ’* 

— ^that is the gold bullion standard — 

'* is that the ordinary medium of circulation in India should reniain as at present the 
currency note and the silver rupee, and that the stability of the currency in terms 
of gold should be secured by making the currency directly convertible into gold for 
all purposes, but that gold should not circulate as money. It miist not circulate at 
first, and it nepd not circulate ever.” 

Therefore, Sir, the whole point is this. If you now make it impoBsible 
for gold to circulate as money, it will become unnecessary to allow it to cir- 
culate at all hereafter. Sir, the whole object of this section, T say, is not 
only to demonetise the gold sovereign but to make it impossible for the 
gold coin ever to circulate hereafter. That is the basis of this proposd. 
Whatever may be the way in which the Finance Member views this ques- 
tion, — ^he might say “Ah, let us consider this matter again when the p«r- 
manent Act is to be placed on the Statute-book”. Whatever he might say"-^ 
I say, Sir, if we now demonetise the sovereign we will for ever place this 
gold coin question out of tiie range of practic^ poUtics in this countiy. If 
-that is his idea. Sir, I think that he should say so . 


Tile HononTBUe Sir BbbU BlBelntt: That is not my idea. 
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Mr. A. Baagaswimi Iyengar: I am glad to find that it is not his idea. 
All the same the effect of the proposals will be exactly what I have por- 
trayed. {An Honourable Member: “ No.") 

Now» Sir, what I am pointing out is that the system that he now wante 
to inaugurate in this country is what he calls the gold bullion standard. 
The gold bullion standard according to him is to go through three stages. 
'Between now and 1931 it is going to be a really gold exchange standard 
and during tliis period therefore it is obvious that the bullion standard, 
whatever its unit, will place bullion in this country in the position of being 
used as a monetary article. My friend Mr. Ayangar dealt with the ques- 
tion of bullion being available in sovereigns or in other forms, in bars, 
whenever this country may want it for other than monetary purposes. But, 
Sir, the object of the gold bullion standard, as compared to the gold ex- 
change standard, is not merely to make the gold an effective monetary 
maljerial for external purposes — which is what an exchange standard stands 
for — ^but to make gold a monetary material in this country. That is, the 
people in this country should know that for every currency note they possess 
they can always go to the Mint and obtain gold ; therefore per contra 
every man who has gold can take it to the Mint and take currency notes 
or rupees as the case may be. Thai is the idea; if T may say so, that is 
the psychology of the whole of this matter. It is not the case merely of 
•a man wanting to make gold ornaments who is asked to go to the Mint 
and buy gold. He can always go to the bazaar and buy it. The actual 
'supply of gold for non-monetary purposes is made by the bazaar and the 
bazaar of course will buy through the currency office or through banks as 
the case may be; so that the argument that the gold bullion standard is in- 
tended to make gold available for other than monetary purposes is no argu- 
ment at all. The questioiu therefore, is whether when you say you are estab- 
lishing a gold bullion standard in this country you are declaring that in 
this country every man can obtain gold for a currency note and vice versa. 
That, I say, is not answered by this Bill. I think it can only be appro- 
priately answered as I said in the debate on the Keserve Bank Bill — I 
quoted an American authority — it can only be appropriate! v answered when 
the man in the street in this country comes to feel that a certain amount 
of gold is in actual circulation or is in a state in which he can always 
obtain it. As that authority I quoted before says : 

** The presence of a substantial amount of gold in general circulation has a splendid 
psychological effect and is a very important factor in combating money heresies. The 
ordinary man thinks ’* 

—and I think the man in India thinks particularly — 

** in very simple terms, ... he wants to have his currency on a simple and 
easily understandable basis, but ho is quite capable of understanding the true theory 
of paper money only if that theory is emphasised in his daily practice. The true 
thsory of paper money is, as this authority points out, that a piece of paper money 
is a demand promissory note, a promise to pay real money — gold — on demand. If the 
ordinary man has in his own practice an opportunity to test this principle, to present 
paper money for redemption, and to have it redeemed, to get gold when he wants it, 
and to turn in gold for paper when it is mmre convenient to use the paper, he is not 
easily misled by fiat money propagandists.” 

Therefore, Sir, I warn the Qovermnent. that the atep which th^ now pt<> 
pose to ti^e in regard to the demonetisation of the sovereign will definitely 
remove from the psychology of the people the idea that the Govemmeht 
have any intention of- having a gold etiitency in this country. First of all. 
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the man who takes a note or a silver rupee will at least nowadays^ even if 
you fix the ratio at Es. 18-6-4 to-day, have the idea that sovereigns are 
in actual circulation, — that if you take a sovereign to the Mint you will 
get Es. 13-5-4 or if you go and pay a sovereign he wUl accept it as full legal 
tender in payment of his indebtedness and vice versa. If you remove that 
psychology, if you tell him “ Hereafter this is to mean so much gold but 
you will get the value for it only in currency or in token rupees’*, you arUj 
I say, removing the very idea of gold from his mind and making him feel 
that your currency is neither gold bullion standard nor gold coinage standard 
and it is only gold exchange standard manipulated by the Government with 
a view to keep the currency circulation in their control and with a view 
to maintain high exchanges in the way in which they have done by raising 
the rate from \s, 4d. to 1«. 6d. to-day and by asking us to legalise that 
position. 


Sir. we have been told that this process of the gold bullion standard 
is the gate through which we must go to the gold exchange standard. I 
ask whether that is the stage in England. My friend Mr. V. K. Ayangar 
waxed eloquent over the fact that in England as a matter of fact it is a 
gold bulliion standard that exists. As Mr. Shanmukham (''hetty and Mr. 
Prakasam repeatedly askt*d, has the sovereign been demonetised? No. 
The point that my friend put is that although the sovcTcign is not demo- 
netized, in practice the people have demonetized it. My fri('nd Sir Victor 
Sassoon told us the other da> that he was able to get soveri'igns when- 
ever he wanted them and my friend Mr. Ayangar said if the people do 
want sovereigns they are given them. Therefore, the fact that these 
sovereigns are there and that these notes are pul down in terms of sov- 
ereigns shows that there is a gold coin of a cc'Hain dimension and value 
which these notes represent, and therefore so long as that psychological 
fact remains dt is wrong to say that in England they aetualK have the 
gold bullion standard. 1 say thendon* that in this country it is very unsafe 
to say ^ou must demonetize the gold sovereign because it will be impos- 
sible for the Government to convince the jiublic that tht' standard you 
arc introducing ds really a gold bullion standard or that it will hereafter 
lead to the establishment of a real gold currency. I will only say one 
thing, Sir. The Government state that one of the main objects of this 
Bill is to get the money from the hoards and to be able to control the 
currency circulation either by themselves at present or by the banking 
authorities subsequently, and they say that the best way of doing this is 
to demonetize the sovereign. Much lias been said of the habit of hoarding 
in this country, but I put it to the Finance Member whether it is not 
right from his own point of view to bring the gold or other precious metals 
in this country into more effective circulation, to see that the sovereign 
shall circulate than to say the sovereign shall not circulate, but go back 
to hoards? Yet that is what the effect of the proposal in the Bill will do. 
If the object is to bring out all the gold sovereigns that have gone out of 
circulation, the proper method is not to demonetize because that will 
send them back to the hoards, waiting for the time when it will be useful 
to bring them into circulation. After all, it is well known that the number 
of sovereigns in actual circulation is not very great, but the^real point’ 
of the amendment of my Honourable friend Mr. Chetty is not that it 
will bring a lot of soyereignp into circulation. As a niatter of fact; except 
for non-monetary purposes, ,not many sovereigns would be imported mio 
this country under any condiitions of exchange which we can foresee. We 

fS. 
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know as a matter of fact that sovereigns will not be allow^ to be export* 
ed out of the United Kingdom and it is unbkely that conditions in Aust]^i^» 
or South Africa will develop to such a degree that any large quantitiei^. 
will be • available . . . 

Sir Victor Sassoon: You cannot give notes and get sovereigns for export, 
but a bank can make arrangements to buy sovereigns for export. 

Ml. A. Eangaswami Iyengar: All I am saying is that in England that 
will be prevent^. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: No, there is absolutely no prohibi- 
tion against the export of sovereigns from England. 

Hr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: 1 know* there is no prohibition, but I know 
that the Governor of the Bank of England in h's evidence has said that 
he has the vei^ strongest objection to have sovereigns in any amount taken 
Away from England at the present time, even for the realisation of our 
own securities . , . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Not from England, bni from the 
Bank of England’s reserves, which is quite a different thing. 

Hr. A. Eangaswami Iyengar: Then I can only sa> that the statement 
of the Finance Member and of Mr. Ayangar that sovereigns are not in 
active circulation in England is absolutely unfounded. If sovereigns Jire 
not in active circulation and the Bank of England will not part with the 
sovereigns which have come into their vault, where could the sov- 
ereigns come from for exports, 1 cannot understand. The whole position 
seems to mo to be this, if Government is realh serious and if his appeal 
to my Honourable friends Mr. Prakjisam, Mr. Kelkar and others in regard 
to this gold coin is really sincere, I think the Government ought not to 
oppose this very very small matter which, as T say, keeps the psychologi- 
cal aspect of the matter alive. The people will still know that Govern- 
ment intend to give us a gold coin, that sovereigns are in actual circula- 
tion and that they are legal tender. If you make the people go from one 
disaster to another, namely, from a disaster in which they have been com- 
pelled to accept the 1«. 6d. ratio another disaster in which they will 
know that no gold coin will ever come into circulation in this country, 
that is not the way in which you are going to establish a sound, popular 
ourrency in this country. ' 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber: Indian 
Commerce): Sir, I promise to be very brief, and would not have spoken 
but for the speech made from the Government Bench opposite. The ex- 
planation given by the Honourable Member from the Finance Depart- 
ment regarding the absolute necessity of demonetizing the sovereign has 
not taken me by surprise. The question is, why did the Eoyal Commis- 
sion not put all that he has just said in their Eeport explaining the neces- 
iritv for this action? As I do not wish, Sir, to take more time than I can 
help I will suggest it to the Honourable Member for his consideration 
whether, when under the various stages that he traced, the sovereign does 
come out, there is any necessity for any cover in the Government Trea- 
sury for the sovereifim in circulation? The sovereign carries its own cover; 

H is a full value gold coin and if anybody takes that coin to the Eeserve 
Bank or the Imperial Bank, as the case may be, and wants exchange on 
IiMdon, the Government are in the happiest of positions . , 
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Hr. V. K. Aravamudha Ayangar: I was not sayjmg wpmmgns will be 
piMiQnted to the Currency Authority ; I wish they were. It is other legal 
ieoder currency that will be presented for conversion into gold. What 
wiff happen is that gold coins coming out into circulation will make an 
eqinvalent amount of legal tender currency redundant. 

81i Purshotamdaa Thakurdas: I see, the point then is that the sovereign 
will replace the rupee or the note in circulation; I am more surprised at' 
this than before. What is the capacity of the masses in India to handle 
sovereigns? I am really surprised at that statement. Surely it is not 
denied that the sovereign if in hoards is in hoards of rich bankers in dis- 
tricts, not with the masses in large quantities. 

The Honourable^ Sir Basil Blackett: Docs the Honourable Member for- 
get the 180 crores of currency notes? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: 1 do v(‘ry well remember them, but the 
Honourable Member must know' where the notes for rupees 180 crores are 
in (‘ireulation. If he chooses to tell me where the 180 crores are, he would 
find the explanation self-evident- To say that the sovereign will replace 
the rupee and the ftve-nipee note in actual circulation is a piece of irt- 
formatiou which T am very glad to have, and especially to have from a 
representative of the Finance Department. Tt will always be useful. T 
however, that for serious practical consideration there is nothing 
in the ground put forward that when the sovereign comes out of hoards 
into circulation it will baffle the Currenev Authority. The sovereign 
carries its own cover and the more sovereigns come into circulation, the 
easier it will bo for the cuirrcncy authorities, 

Sir, the point is, wnll the contjiuuation of the sovereign as a legal tender 
coin wreck the scheme? A good deal of emphasis has been laid by the 
Honourable the Finance Member and his friends on the other side warn- 
ing this House not to wreck the sclu'me. 1 f(*el thfit much more than a 
meie ^sertion is required to tell the prouhe how this can wreck the scheme. 
Even in England to-day \ou can take a sovereign to the Bank of England 
and ask them to give you Bank of England notes ... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Doe«? the Honourable Member 
deny that the Currenc\ (Commission sa\ it will wreck the scheme? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: It may have done so. 1 differed from 
it and I stand by my opinion. Because my colleagues said something, it 
does not mean I am not entitled to my own opinion. I am still open to 
conviction but the only thing is you make a shibboleth of this bogey of 
wrecking the scheme and I am afraid you are prejudicing the House. The 
real point is that with a Is. 6d. rate the sovereign is reduced to a very 
inconvenient figure, Bs. 18-5-4, and the apprehension of the Government 
is that, if the sovereign is allowed to be legal t-onder, the masses of India 
may soon perceive what has been done to their sovereign. I wish. Sir, 
that the effects of this! may not bo as bad as apprehended, but Govern- 
ment have themselves to thank for it. In any case it is hardly 
reason for the step that Government now propose to take. An appeal has 
been made, Sir. We were told . Did the Honourable Member say 
anything? (The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: ‘‘No.") I was saying 
we have been told by the (Honourable Member that in England one can 
appeal to the intelligence and patrioiism of the people. T admit that in 
India the standard of education is very low. T also admit. Sir. that owing 



»484 


LBGISLATIVB ASSXIIBIiY. 


[2l8T Mar. 1027. 


M .{Sir Purshotamdas Thakiirdas*] 

t6 the various acts of commission and omission of the Government, attach- 
ment to the Government may at times be on the wane ; but 1 submit that 
patriotism to our motherland here is as great and as loyal to-day as it is 
in England, (Hear, hear). The whole difference is this that there patriotism 
is based upon confidence of the people in their Government and their 
currency system; on the other hemd, here, in addition to the injustice 
done to India since 1899, the currency policy that is to govern the future 
is also such that confidence is being fuHher rudely shaken. That 
is the difference. The people of India, even uneducated though they may 
be, know exactly, and they know better than any other set of people in 
the world ^\hat is to their interest and what is not to their interest. I 
therefore feel that the parallel which is sought to be drawn is very wide 
of the mark, and if correctly appreciated, should give the Government food 
for serious reflection. 

I One more word. Sir. and I have finished. It is said if ''oii demone- 
tise the sovereign people* will not suffer. It has b(*en urged that the Gov- 
'emment will accept the sovereign at llu‘ various tn'asuries and at the 
currency offices for a few months. If there is anything like the large number 
of sovereigns which are said to be still in India Govemme^it cannot expect 
to draw all these sovereigns to their treasuries in a f(‘W months although I 
am prepared to admit that that would satisfy them extraordinarily. 
Having frittered away India’s gold and gold reserves to the extent of 25 
millions during the last year to support the ratio of la. 6d. they must like 
to draw all the gold they can from the people here. But they cannot 
possibly draw gold sovereigns in a few months' time After that period 
the sovereigns are to be accepted at the treasuries and currency offices not 
at their value as a coin but at their bullion value Supposing a man has 
200 sovereigns and he takes them a year later to the Currency Office. 
The Currency Office will weigh the sovereigns and pay for the sovereigns 
by weight. Now all these sovereigns, as we know, Sir, suffer by what is 
known as being ** sweated”. If you take- 200 sovereigns it is quite pos- 
sible, it is very likely — ^I should be surprist*d if it were otherwise — ^the 
Government authoritv will sa\ ”I will pay you the value of 1991 sovereigns 
according to weight”. That is, half a sovereign has been worn out and 
that would bo the loss to that man. The quest'on therefore is whether 
the sovereign which was made a legal lender in India as far back as 1893 
should now be allowed to he demonetised. I submit, Sir, that in spite 
of what has been said on the other side, no (‘ase has boon made out for it. 

Honourable Members: Let the question he now put. 

Mr. President: The question is that the (luestion be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The original question was: 

“ That clause 2 do stRad part of the Bill.** 

Since which the following ameridment has been moved: 

** That in the Indian Coinage Act, 1906. section 11, for the word 'ten* the worib 
* thirteen^five-four * he substituted.** 

The question T have to put is that that amendment be made. 
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Mr. President: As a result of the decisions at so far by tb^ 

OP this Billy qU amendments to clause 2 of the Bill except amend- 
ment No. 24 on the paper drop out. I therefore call upon Sir Basil 
Blackett to move his amendment No* 24. 

The Hononralfle Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, I rise to move the amend- 
ment : 

“ That in clause 2 («) of the Bill, in the proposed new section 11 of the Indian 
Coinage Act, 190^ 

(1) for the word ‘ June * the word ‘ September * be substituted ; and 

(2) after the words ‘ Government Treasury ’ the words ‘ other than a Sub- 

Treasury ’ be inserted.** 

The provision regarding the receipt of sovereigns and half-sovereigns at 
their bullion value at Government treasuries was inserted in order to 
give facilities to the small holders of sovereigns. From inquiries made 
in Calcutta it appears that very considerable difl&culties will be met with 
in msddng the arrangements at the treasuries for the sovereigns to be 
received at their bullion value, and more time is therefore required to 
make the preparations. We propose therefore that the date on which 
such coins should begin to be leceivahle at treasuries should be the 30th 
September instead of the 30th of June. Thai will not affect the question 
of their receipt at currency otfices. 


The second amendment is necessary because we find that the word 
/‘treasury” is not defintni in the Indian Coinage Act or the Indian Paper 
(Currency Act or in tlie General Clauses Act; and unless the word “trea- 
sury** is defined it is possible that the obligation undertaken in this clause 
might extend to sub -treasuries also, which besides being unnecessary 
v;ould be extremely inconvenient. Our desire is to give full facilities 
for Ihe receipt of sovereigns and half-sovereigns at their bullion value 
from the earliest possible date and to the fullest possible extent. Our 
object in making these changes is simply to bring them within the com- 
pass of our capacity. They will be of very little real import from the 
point of view of the convenience of those who wish to change sovereigns. 
T do not think that any further explanation is required from me, but T 
may perhaps make the general statement that the Government will do 
their utmost to extend all possible conveniences to the holders of sove- 
reigns who may desire to change them at the treasuries or at the currency 
offices. Tn point of fact they will usually get a little bit more in the 
jXqarket, but if they do wish to bring them to the currency offices and 
treasuries we shall make it our duty to take them as freely as we possibly 
can. Sir, I move. 


The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That clause 2, as amended, do stand part of the Bill/’ 
The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2, as amended, was added to the Bill. 
Mr. President: The question isi 

** That clause 3 do stand part of the Bill.** r 
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amendments on the paper except perhaps one shMOiiiiig m the name 
^o! Mr. Prakesam drop. Does Mr. l^kaaam wish to mow his amc^dr 
ment? 

Mr* T. Prakasam: I am not moving it, Sir. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

** That clause 3 do stand part of the Bill.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. 

Mr, President : The question is : 

“ That clause 5 do stand part of the Bill.** 

Mr, B. K, Shanmukham Ohetty: There are a number of amendments 
io clause 5. 

Mr, President: Does the Honourable Member wish to move his 
amendment ? 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, President: The House stands adjourned till 3 o’clock. 

The A«i8cinbly then adjourned for Lunch till Three of the Clock. 


The Assembly re»a^sembled after Lunch at Three of the Clock, Mr. 
President in the Chair. 


T Mr, M, S. Sesha Ayyangar (Madras and Kamnad cum Tinnevelly:* 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, T beg to move my amendment No. 66 
in the list which reads as follows: 

“ That for sub-clause (/) of clause 5 of the Bill the following be substituted : 

‘6. { 1 ) The Governor General in Council shall sell gold to any person who 
makes a demand in that behalf at the office of the Controller of the 
Currency, Calcutta, or of the Deputy Controller of the Currency, Bombay, 
and pays the purchase price in legal tender currency at the rate of twenty- 
three rupees fourteen annas and four pies per tola of fine gold : 

Provided that the Governor General in Council shall have the option to offer, 
instead of gold, sterling for immediate delivery in London at an equivalent 
rate : 

Provided further that no person shall bo entitled to demand an amount of gold^ 
or sterling of less value than that of forty tolas of fine gold *.** 

1 submit, Sir, in moving this amendment, that the corresponding obli- 
gation attaching to Government providing for the purchase of gold ui^der 
slause 4 was moved by me on Saturday, the 12th, and the House was 
pleased to accept 40 tolas to be the minimum amount of gold, which, 
could be purchased by the Government. Now there is a correspond^ 
rlausc so far as the s^e of gold by the Government is concerned, and 
that is provided for in the second proviso to the amendment wldch I 
have just read out to the House. I dare. say that in virtue of what took 
piace on Saturday Iwt, the Honourable the ihianoe Member will be 
pleased to accept this amendment in respect of forty tolas of fine gold.. 
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i the Honourable 'the Pinance Member signifies his dissent. X do 
not know, Sir, what it is that really disables the Finance Member from 
accepting that position. There are two corresponding stages, one pro- 
vides an obligation attaching to the Government for the purpose of sell- 
ing gold, and another provides an obligation on Government for the pur- 
pose of purchasing gold. The arguments that I submitted the other day 
and which enabled the House to vote for it and to fix the minimum at 
40 tolas regard being had to the poverty of the coimtry could certainly 
be with equal force applied to Government’s sale of gold. So that, I 
do not see any reason wh> the Finance Member does not accede to my 
suggestion; at any rate, I am confident that the House at least will not 
reject my amendment in the light of what has taken place already but 
that it will view with favour this proviso to clause 5. Then, Sir, so far 
^ clause 1 is concerned, the House will probably remember that through- 
out the body of the Currency Commission's Keport thdVe is not a word 
said about gold exchange at all Whenever they provide for the inflow 
and outflow of gold by virtue of their recommendations, they invariably 
(peak in terms of gold and gold only, whereas the Finance Member has 
chosen to drop the word ‘‘gold*' altogether in his clause 5 and has sub- 
stituted “gold exchange" instead. Now, in the Statement of Objects 
and Beasons to the Bill in paragraph 3 this is what is stated : 

** The Oommisflion recommend in paragraph 166 of their Report that, until the 
Reserve Bank of India takes ovor the control of the Note Issue, the Government of 
India must be under a statutory obligation to sell gold or gold exchange at its optiom 
•at the gold points of the accepted gold parity of the rupee. 

So that it is perfectly patent that what the Commission recommend- 
/'d was to make a statutory obligation on the Government of India to buy 
gold and sell gold or gold exchange. Then it is said : 

“ During the transitory period, the Government of India would be engaged m 
IraiMing up the gold holding in the Reserve and would not therefore exercise its 
option to give gold.” 

That is given as a reason why the word “gold" was dropped in the 
present Bill and “gold exchange" was retained. In fact, at every turn 
we are told that there are very great advantages to accrue from this 
lleserve Bank, and we are also told that all these amendments would go 
to jeopardise the far off Reserve Bank Bill and all that. Unfortunately 
also, Sir, in this amendment the Finance Member thought it necessary 
to drop the word “ gold " and substitute “ gold exchange " only. Clauses 
4 and 5 give effect to this recommendation as modified. As 1 submitted 
to the House just now, nowhere in the bod\ of tlie Report do the Cur- 
rency Commissioners say a word about gold exchange. Either in para- 
graph 57 or in paragraph 150, where they deal with this matter, there 
is not a word about gold exchange, but they make provision for the tran- 
sitory period and mention gold exchange; but even thei'e they mention 
the words “gold or gold exchange", whereas the Finance Member thought 
it prudent to omit the word “gold" altogether. My amendment simply 
suggests that “gold exchange" ought to be dropped and the word “gold" 
only ought to be retained, so that it makes it obligatbry on Government 
to consider the advisability of parting with gold alone and not indulge in*' 
gjving gold exchange. The other day the Finance Member wsts pleased 
iio ohs^rve that the Government wfere very anxious to arrange for the 
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4?o&tinuQus inflow and outflow of gold. If that is so, why is it that this 
irestriotion is imposed upon the sale of gold to any one who might be inclined 
to purchase gold? Why the word “gold" alone should be omitt^ and 
ihe words ‘ gold exchange" introduced passes my comprehension. 1 
would also bring to the notice of the House that the Bank of England 
does not keep any portion of its reserves in the banks of any other coun- 
try than in its own banks. It is possible that it might be able to earn 
interest if it kept its reserves in other countries; but even in spite of 
that they do not keep any of their monies in other countries. So why 
is it then that India should be placed at this disadvantiige in this respect? 
Should India pay the penalty of providing for Foreign rl'serves by keep- 
ing her reserves in obher countries than in England? No doubt, we are 
bound up with England, and if it is said that we must keep our securi- 
ties in Britain, that is perfectly understandable. My amendment makes 
provision for either gold or gold securities being sold; and 1 certainly 
take objection to holding any part of our reserves or to being allotted 
-securities other than tlu' securities of Britain, I mean the securities of 
Belgium or any other country. One reason suggested w^as that they 
wanted to accommodate the finances of other countries. The balance 
of trade is always in favour of India. Perhaps once in ten or twelve 
years it happens that there is not this balance of trade kept up and the 
value of imports exceeds the value of exports. Now, to provide for that 
rare happening, it is not possible or expedient to expect India to place 
her reserves in other countries Tf the balance of trade normally hap- 
pens to be always in favour of India, it is eminently necessary that 
ether countries should be allowed to keep their reserves in India instead 
of providing for our reserves being kept in other countries. That also, I 
submit, is a great drawback in this Bill, as it is. There is also this 
phenomenon of asking the Indian Legislature to legislate for her dis- 
ability which possibly accrues from the Indian standpoint. There must 
be a free flow of gold. Whv do you not provide for the free inflow of 
gold into India? And to ask the Indian Legislature to legislate for this 
measure of disabling India from getting her legitimate gold for the com- 
modities which she sends out, and also, whenever we want to purchase 
gold, to ask us at the option of the Currency authorities to accept 
net gold, but gold exchange, and not even gold exchange in the shape 
of British secyrities, but the securities of anv other country, is, I think, 
a great disability which will be imposed upon us. In this connection, 
Sir, I cannot but read the opinion of the Bombay Shroff's Association. 
It is printed at page 50 of the opinions on the Currency Bill. They sav 
ibis : 


“ So far as gold for export purposes is concerned, the option left to the Currency 
Authority to arive gold or gold exchange in foreign countries which are on a gold 
standard is highly retrograde and is fraught with the most mischievous conseauences 
to the gold reserves of India. It is amazing that a Royal Commission, charged with 
the duty of recommending the best standard for this country, should have proposed 
the extension of the wrong practice of diverting Indian gold out of India. Tb-day' 
most of the Indian gold reserves are in England. Under the new system now proposed 
•other countries besides England, like France, America, Roinia, Japan and qtheri may 
have located in their central banks gold reserve belongipg to India in anticipation of 
a remote necessity that might arise once in ten years for India to make payxhepti^ to 
these countries when the Imlance of trade is adverse to India. India is a pro4hiciiig 
<»duntry. and instead of paying out gold she has to receive gold from other cObAtHei. 
If anything the proper course would be to have gpld reserves from other emmirtes 
kept in India to enable India to receive payments in ^Id to which she is Tbe 
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smiMMidatioD now ntade not onl^ diverts India’s g^d on a large eeale than befon, 
K it lurther exposes our gold m foreign countries to the risk ol beizig rendered 
useless in times of stress or war if those countries decide to place an embargo oft« 
gold as they did during the last Great War. It is unfortunate that with their eyes 
epen the Royal Commission should have proposed an arrangement fraught with sudh 
serious consequences with little necessity and with less justification.*' 

Ai}d it is unfortunate still that the same recommendation has been taken 
up by the Honourable the Finance Member. 1 invite the attention of 
the House, therefore, to the serious inconveniences attaching to this 
clause 5 of the J3ill and 1 invite them to vote for this amendment of 
mine. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, the last quotation from the 
Bombay Shroff^s Association shows that with the best will in the world, 
neither tho Honourable Member nor the Bombay Shroff^s Association have 
been able fully to understand what is the meaning of the Currency Com- 
mission’s recommendation or of that part of it which is included in this 
Bill. ' |I have repeatedly stated that this Bill is intended solely as an in- 
terim measure until such time as the (rold Standard and Reserve Bank 
Bill conics into operation. The Bill proposes to establish during that 
interim period a gold exchange standard for India to lead on to a gold 
bullion htiuidard, and it has been my anxiety, and it was tho anxiety of 
the Government, in framing this Bill to dp nothing in this Bill to prejudice 
the discussiori <if the Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bill. The Honour- 
jible Member who has ]ust moved this amendment has really been raising 
points all of \\hich will arise for a thorough study and explanation on the 
other Bill. 1 do not know whether it has any effect, but I should like 
once again to repeat the assurance that when we come to that Bill I shall 
do ray utmost to see that all these points are thoroughly investigated. All 
that we propose to do here is that during the interim period wo should take 
an absolute obligation to give foreign exchange in return for Indian legal 
tender at ihe rate corresponding to the fixed parity. We have for that 
purpose incorporated almost exactly the ‘recommendation of the Currency 
Commission. We have, however, as the Honourable Member pointed 
out, omitted the option to the rurrency Authority to give gold instead of 
gold exchange if it so desires, for the simple reason that during the interim 
period the chief concern of the Currency Authority is bound to be to 
accumulate gold in the reserves. I w4s quoted just now as saying that 
I desire to see the inflow and outflow of gold encouraged during the interim^ 
period. What I desire to see is the inflow of gold into the reserve. I do 
not know whether Honourable Members have observed that we have been 
converting recently a proportion of the gold standard reserve into gold as a 
first step in that "process, and we ixrc anxious to be able to take gold in 
India and receive it into the currency reserve in order that the time may 
oitive as soon as possible when we have ample reserves of gold, so that 
we ipay undertake the obligation not as on option but as an obligation 
to give gold bullion in exchange for Indian legal tender. Provision is made 
in tite Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bill for that obligation to conie 
Into force on the 1st January 1981, and obviously in the meanwhife it 
will not be desirable that we should be letting our gold flow out of our' 
reserves if it is the amount of the gold in those reserves which will deter- 
mine the eat4ie«t date at whiffc we can undertake the ^ full obligati^. 
Therefore ,fco the Currency Authority an option during this interim 
:^oh it has Bo intention of exeroisiijg seemed to us to be rather 
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«mnocessQry ; in addition it leads to complications bSoatiSe thefe is a 
•difference between the price at which it is proposed to impose* the obligatictti 
<H3t the Currency Authority to give gold after the Ist January, 1981, and the 
.price at which it is proposed it should give gold exchange in this Bill. 
Therefore, our preference was and is for omitting the words “ gold or 
simply because it leads to additional complications and it adds nothing 
in view of the fact that there is no obligation imposed on the Currency 
Authority but only an option which it does not intend to exercise. 

The second point which my Honourable friend has raised is that 
tbecause we agreed to a limit of only 40 tolas for the amount of gold which 
might be offered to the Currenc} Authority when it was a purchaser, we 
•ought therefore now to put the same lower limit on the amount of gold 
which the Currency Authority is to be obligated to give out when it is a 
seller. As I stated at the time, it was merely a. matter of convenience 
whether you put 40 or 300 or 1 ,065 as the figure for the number of tolas 
which was the minimum that the Government as the Currency Authority 
would buy. That is not so in the case of a minimum for sale. The 
minimum proposed is 1,065 tolas. I submit to this House that that mini- 
mum, which is the same as the English minimum, is in itself a desirable 
minimum, but that in any ease it is most undesirable that at this stage 
we should reduce that minimum and thereby prejudice our own position 
when we deal with the gbld bullion standard question on the next Bill. 
There is not the slightest gain in altering that figure 1,065 to 40 or any 
other figure; and if we leave it as 1,065 and not 300 or 40, it will be open 
to us to consider in the Committee on the other Bill in* careful detail 
whether 1,065 or some smaller figure is a desirable one. But to put 
a lower figure in here definitely prejudices the discussion of the next Bill. 
So far as that point is concerned, I hope my Honourable friend will not 
press his amendment. 

His third point is that he objects to our having authority to buy secu- 
rities other than sterling securities for the currency reserves. Now there 
again I think he has, no doubt unintentionally, somewhat misundeifstood 
and misrepresented the objects of allowing these securities to be purchased. 
He speaks of it as being some kind of benefit to the country whose secu- 
rities are purchased. That is not the purpose at all and it has no such 
effect. The object of allowing the purchase of securities other than 
sterling securities was to enable the Currency Authority to be in a position, 
if in any circumstances sterling fell below gold parity, i,e., if sterling fell 
away from gold, to place the reserves in investments in real gold securities 
in countries where the gold standard had not been departed from. It 
is purely for the sake of maintaining the completeness of the gold standard 
that the option to buy gold securities other than British securities was 
recommended by the Currency Commission and inserted in this Bill. The 
Honourable Member says that the Bank of England does not keep its 
reserves anywhere except in British securities. That is so, but I do not 
know whether he is aware that practically every other country in the world, 
with the exception of the United States, does keep a considerable proportion 
of its currency reserve in the securities of other gold standard countries. 
Japan does it ; Germany does it ; Austria and Belgium do it. It is a refeular 
procedure and it is a procedure that is very much to the advantage of the 
authority which is allowed to invest its reseryes in securities of otheb 
countries. It is. a definite additional cost thet is incurred by Great BritAfai 
-and America, which are, as it were, the centra}- gold reserve nountrie# d! 
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the which is not necessary or desirable or convenient for other 

OQputries who are not in that position. As regards the other point that 
arrangements ought to be made for the currency reserves of other countries 
being invested in Indian securities, I very much hope that that will happen 
in oouyrso of time, when we have got our Reserve Bank and gold standard 
fully established. 1 have no douM there will be cases in which that will 
happen, but there is no necessity for us to legislate for it. Indeed it is a 
thing we could not do. But it will be (^uite open to other countries and 
I see no reason why in course of time something of that sort should not 
happen. 

I now come to the question of the extent to which the Government 
are prepared to go to meet the Honourable Member. As I say, this 
clause is exactly in accordance with the recommendations of the Currency 
Commission; but especially as it is tm interim B'll, Government have no 
objeotion to limiting the power of investmeint for the time being to 
sterling securities if that is the desire of the House as expressed by the 
Honourable Member. It will not make any ver^ groat difference in 
practice during the temporary period nor will it in any way prejudice our 
discussion of the same point when we come to the Gold Standard and^ 
Reserve Hank Bill. Government are not prepared to reduce the figure 
of 1,065 tolas to some smaller figure in this Bill, buu there again, as I 
have pointed out, that does not prejudice discussion ot the same point on 
the next Bill. T hope the House will not press iiio also bo include the 
option of gold or sterling. I have explained that the option is one which 
the Currency Authority will not in fact exercise Hut ] nrn, like the Home 
Member, in an amiable mood. If it will serve t > sliurten the debate, I 
have a clause here drafted which meets all Hu points including the option 
of gold or sterling. Perhaps I may be allowed to re* d it. 

“6. (/) The Governor General in Council slull oil o - i y peison who makes a 
demand in tl.at liehalf at the o^ce of the Com -oiler ol »o Currency, Calcutta, or 
ot th6 Deputy Controller of the Currency, Bon.’.»ay, and pays the purchase price in 
legal tender currency, geld for delivery at the hombay Mint at the rate of Rs. 21-3-10 
per tola of fine gold or at the option of the Controller oi the Deputy Controller as 
the case may be, sterling for immediate delivery in Jjondon at an equivalent rate r 

Provided that no person shall be entitled to demand an amount of gold or sterling 
of lerfs value than that of 1,066 tolas of fine gold.’* 

There are consequential alterations in sub-clauses (2) and (5). I think 
sub clause (4) of this clause goes altogether. I should like to know whether 
that really is an amendment which will meet the views of the Mover of 
this amendment and those who support it. It meets his point about 
investment being in sterling only. It gives him the option of gold or 
sterling at the option of the Currency Authority. It does not give him 
any reduction below 1,065 tolas. I think it meets two of his points there- 
fore, but does not meet that third small point. The position therefore 
is that if the Honourable Member is prepared to withdraw his amendment, 

I shall be prepared to move this together with consequential amendments 
provided by the draftsman in the rest of clause 5. I may say before I 
sit down that if this is accepted I think all the amendments on this 
clause are dealt with, except one of Mr. Shanmukham Chetty in which 
he wants to impose an obligation on the Currency Authority to sell gold in 
all eirnumstanoes as from 19B1. 1 hope he will not be inclined to press 
that. Them /again exactly what we prq) 08 e to do when the Reserve 
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Bank comes into existence. I will, however, not continue that point now. 
But I would like to say that if the Honourable Member is iwrepared to 
withdraw his amendment, I shall, with your leave. Sir, be prepared to 
move this as a substitute. 

Mr. M. S. Sesha A]fyangar: It is quite refreshing to see that the Finance 
Member is in an amiable mood to accept two out of three of my sugges* 
tions, and I am not satisfied with his reasons for not reducing 1,0M tolas 
to 40 tolas. However, acting on his assurance, I beg leave to withdraw 
this amendment 

t * 

The amendment was. by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That for clause 5 of the Bill the following be substituted : 

* 6. {!) The Go' ernor Generul in Council shall sell, to any person who makes a 
demand in that behalf -t the office of the Oontroller of the Currency, Calcutta, or of 
the Deputy Controller of t!je Oi'»*rency, Bombay, and pays the purchase price in legal 
tender currency,, gold dehvtsry at the Bombay Mmt at the rate of Rs. 21-3-10 
per tola of fine gold ox at t''( option >f the Controller or the Deputy Gontroller as the 
case may be, sterling fo»* i-niUL .late delivery in London at an equivalent rate : 

Provided that no person shall be entitled to demand an amount of gold or sterling 
of less value than that of 1,065 tolas of fi^e gold. 

{2) For the purpose of determining the equivalent rate applicable to the sale of 
sterling under this section twen y-oiie rupees three annas and ten pies shall be deemed 
to be equivalent to such sum in sterling as is required to purchase one tola of fine 
gold in London at the r.^te at which the Bank of England is bound by law to give 
sterling in exchange f<ir gold after deduction therefrom of an amount representing the 
normal cost per Uda of transferring gold bullion in bulk from Bombay to London, 
including interest on t aahn^ dm mg transit. 

(5) The Governor »»iieral In Council shall from time to time determine the 
equivalent rate in a^cor..u» • r the provisions of sub-section (2) and shall notify the 
rate so determined in Ui of India'.** 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar [ Porubt* ( ontral Division : Non -Muhammadan Rural) : 
T havo got two mendinents on tMs clause. 

Mr. President: The arneadinent is before the Hou.e. It the Honour- 
able Member does not approve of it. he must oppose it. it is carried^ 
his own amendment will fall. 

The question I have to put is that this amendment be made. As many 
as are of that opinion will say “Aye.'" {Honourable Members: "Aye.*’) 

Mr. N. 0. Eelkar: I want to speak, Sir. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member must protect his own interests 
and rise in time. 

Mr. N. 0. Eelkar: It is not a question of moving my amendment. I 
will content myself at this stage .... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will be at liberty to move his 
amendment if he could persuade the House to throw out this amendment. 

Mr. H. 0. Eelkar: If this is accepted 

Mr. President: Then his amendment goes. 

Mr. H. 0. Kel&ar: Therefore t must oppose this now and speak on ft. 
Sir, the Mover of that other amendment has agreed to withdraw his amend* 
ment in consideration of the new form of the clause offered by the Finance 
Member. But in my opinion the real point at issue has not been solVIld. ' 
I think the real point at issue here is the option, and the question ie^ who 
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is to exercise that option? It haa all a],ong been asaumed that it ia (ft# 
Government that is to exercise that option, whereas, as I understand iti; 
in the interests of the internal stabilization of the rupee the option must 
he given to the purchaser to exercise. It is for hina to say, he wmta this, 
that or the other, and for the Government to grant it, if real stabilization of 
the rupee is to be secured, which is the object of this Bill. The whole 
trouble seems to arise out of the fact that, on this Bill, we are taking 
Government more seriously than they are prepared to take themselves, and 
that is evidently why the Finance Member says it is a matter of option, 
but we are not prepared to exercise that option, as if there is nothing in 
the option. Then he says, it does not matter whether he sells gold, 40 tolas 
or 300 or any other number of tolas. It is not to be a practical proposition 
and it does not matter for a few months how much we sell. The Bill has 
been presented with so many objectionable provisions that we must grapple 
tri1|h each of the provisions, and leave no room for any prejudice against 
what is coming in the other Bill. If every problem will be solved at the 
time of the other Bill, I do not really see why the present Bill should have 
been brought only a few months before that. All the three Bills 
should have been taken together and should have been sent to a Select 
Committee and the whole matter thrashed out. I do not really see how 
only our amendment! and^arguittShts prejudice the final conclusions to bo 
reached and not the provisions put forward by the Government. Opposing 
the amendment put forward by the Finance Member, T will say this. I 
will put before the House a kind of formal argument about this. My pro-, 
position is that the object of this Bill is immediately to stabilize the rupee 
in relation to gold. That proposition cannot be gainsaid. The Statement 
of Objects and Eeasons says that the immediate object is the stabilization 
of the rupee in relation to gold. Now stabilization has two aspects, its 
internal aspect and its external aspect. The external stabilization has been 
secured by fixing a statutory ratio of exchange at Is. 6d. A necessary 
corollary of this, however, is that the Government should be prepared to 
work the statutory ratio and this has been done by a statutory ob^gation 
ifUposed on Government to sell gold exchange at Is. 6d. or 8 point odd 
grains of gold for one rupee. But the real question now arises. What 
about the internal stabilization of the rupee in relation to gold? Internal 
Stabilization can only be realised by Government being prepared both to buy 
and sell gold bullion at the statutory gold value of the rupee. The statutory 
value of the rupee in relation to gold involves a double idea of stabilization, 
(1) of the rupee in relation to gold, and (2) of gold in relation to the rupee. 
It is a perfect equation, namely, one rupee is equal to 8 point so many 
grains of gold, and the two sides of an equation must be interchangeable 
or convertible. We can say the rupee is linked to gold only when this 
equation is realised, not till then. There is no such realisation of equa- 
tion so long as the Government recognises only an obligation to%uy gold 
at the rate fixed. By buying gold as a matter of legal obligation Govern- 
ment can be said only to have stabilized gold in relation to the rupee and 
not the rupee in relation to gold. To refuse to sell gold for rupees at the 
name fixed rate would be to deny that the value of the rupee for internal 
purposes is 8 point so many grains of gold. The real problem before the 
Government was not to stabilize gold, the real point was to stabilize the 
silver rupee. In the Statement of Objects and Eeasons Government said 
that they wat^ted immediately to stabilize the rupee. Their notion in 
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refusing to sell gold is therefore a direct contradiction of their purpose as 
stated in the Statement of Objects and Beasons. If Government do not 
want to sell gold, they should have stated their object clearly. They 
sKbuld have said “ immediate stabilization of the rupee in relation to its 
es(^hange value whereas they have stated in clear terms their object is 
to immediately stabilize the rupee itself. For the purpose of exchange this 
can be accomplished even without a reference to gold bullion. They should, 
have stated immediate stabilization of the rupee in relation to its ex- 
change value ” and not stabilization in relation to gold, for as I conceive* 
it, the purpose of exchange can be accomplished even without reference 
to' gold bullion, for example, by bills of exchange or securities or book ad- 
justments. Gold bullion need not come in here at all; the purpose of ex- 
change can be served otherwise. Therefore, why should it not be stated 
that the object of Government is to stabilize the rupee in relation to* 
exchange? But if stabilization in relation to gold is stated that must also- 
be made good. This Bill makes the standard not even a real gold bullion 
standard as it is supposed to be, but simply a gold exchange standard. . . . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May I point out to the Honourable 
Member that what I said was that the object of this Bill is to establish 
a gold exchange standard for an interim period pending the time the gold 
Jbullion standard is brought into effect. 

Mr. H. 0. Kelkar: We have heard the Bill described for even the present 
interim stage as a gold bullion standard. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Never. 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar: May I take it that that has never been put forward? 

The Honourable Sir Bash Blackett: Certainly not by me. I carefully 
stated the contrary. 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar: What does the Statement of Objects and Beasons 
say? To stabilize the rupee in relation to gold not in relation to- 
exchange 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Certainly. 

Mr. N. 0. Kelkar: This in my opinion is even worse than the gold ex- 
change standard; for there under the gold exchange system what do we 
find? We had exchange as well as the sovereign as a definite legal tender 
coin, and that means that whereas in the other arrangement we had the 
cat and the grin together, liere we have only the grin and no cat ! The 
reason given in the Eeport for the proposed elimination of a gold coin as 
legal tender is that the obligation was proposed to be imposed on Govern- 
ment, even in the interim period, to sell gold for all purposes. The sovereign 
being now demonetized, Government must sell gold bars for all purposes 
absolutely. The one is vitally linked to the other. The Report says its 
recommendations are interdependent and that point had already been stated 
by my frjjnd Mr. Ayyangar. I use the same for my purpose also. This 
means the obligation to sell gold bars for internal as well as external purposes 
necessarily follows from the elimination of the sovereign. The elimination 
of the sovereign and the selling of gold bars absolutely even for internal 
purposes — ^the two things I do contend are linked with one another; and, 
therefore, if you have to eliminate the sovereign as a legal tender coin, you 
must make good your word about the giving of gold for internal purposes. 
Ip now agreeing to sell gold as well as gold exchange Government would 
only be correcting the mistake they committed in restricting the scope of 
the sale of gold in the second Bill. The second Bill is worse than the 
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first Bill, but I contend that the first Bill also was wrong in that it 1^ 
the option to Government. The option should have been given to the 
people. In now expressing willingness to sell at least gold at his option 
the Finance Member is not making a concession to our perversity or 
obstinacy, but removing an absurdity from his conduct. You cannot 
stabilize and maintain the rupee at a certain gold value unless, I contend, 
you are prepared to deal with the rupee and gold both ways, inward and 
out. 

Ur. President: The question is : 

“ That for clause 5 of the Bill the following be substituted : 

* 6. (7) The Governor General in Council shall sell, to any person who makes a 
demand in that behalf at the office of the Controller of the Currency, Caleutto, or 
of the Deputy Oontroller of the Currency, Bombay, and pays the purchase price in 
legal tender currency, gold for delivery at the Bombay Mint at the rate of Bs. 21-3-10 
per tola of fine gold or the option of the Controller or the Deputy Controller as 
the case may be, sterling for immediate delivery in London at an equivalent rate : 

trovided that no person shall be entitled to demand an amount of gold or sterling 
of less value than that of 1,065 tolas of fine gold. 

(B) For the purpose of determining the equivalent rate applicable to the sale of 
sterling under this section, twenty-one rupees, three annas and ten pies shall be deemed 
tf- be ecmivalent to such sum in sterling as is required to purchase one tola of ^e 
gold in JLondon at the rate at which the Bank of England is bound by law to give 
sterling in exchange for gold, after deduction therefrom of an amount representing 
the normal cost per tola of transferring gold bullion in bulk from Bombay to London, 
including interest on its value daring transit. 

(5) The Governor General in Qouncil shall, from time to time, determine the 
equivalent rate in accordance with the provisions of sub-section (B) and shall notify 
the rate so determined in the Gazette of India 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ Tliat clause 5, as amended, do stand part of the Bill.’^ 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 

Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Kural) : Sir, I move : 

“ That after the proviso to sub-clause (i) of clause 5 the following further proviso 
(be inserted : 

* Provided further that from the Ist day of January, 1931, or such earlier date 
as the Governor General in Council may notify in the Gazette of India 
in this behalf, the authority for the time being entrusted with the right 
of note issue shall be bound to sell to any person who makes a demand 
in that behalf or pays in legal tender currency the purchase price as 
determined by this sub-section, gold bullion for delivery at the option of 
the purchaser, either in Bombay or in London 

Sir, in this amendment I seek to embody one of fhe recommendations of 
the Boyal Commission itself. I am not trying to introduce any new prin- 
ciple or any innovation, and I hope that the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber’s amiability will continue and enable him to accept this aniendment 
also. According to clause 5 the option is given to the Currency Authority 
to sell either gold or sterling exchange, but I want to have it enacted that 
from the Ist January 1931 or such earlier date as may be determined in 
this behalf by the Governor General in Council the option to ask for gold 
or sterling should be left to the purchaser. My Honourable friend the 
Finance Member will say that this is a matter which ought to be considered 
when the Eeserve Bank Bill is taken into consideration. In fact I have 
taken my amendment from one of the clauses to the Reserve Bank Bill 
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.itself; but my difficulty is this. It may be that when the Eeserve Bank 
Bill comes from the Select Committee it may emerge in a form which is 
•not acceptable to the Finance Member or in a form which is not acceptable 
to this side of the House. In either case there is the danger of the l^serve 
Bank Bill not being carried through in this House, and if that contingency 
were to happen our currency system will be left practically where it has been 
all these years. Especially after the dictum of the Honourable the Finance 
Member that the rupee has no more value than its silver contents, Oil0 
cannot rest content with leaving our currency system where it is at the 
moment. I want to make sure that at least from the 1st January, 1931, 
our currency Will be really and effectively linked to gold and not be merely 
linked to sterling. The Currency Commission itself in paragraph 165 have 
given a time table and they have prescribed the various dates within which 
their recommendations must take effect. This obligation on the Currency 
Authority to sell gold is an obligation which they would like to see im- 
posed not later than the 1st January 1931. Sir, it would not be a very 
difficult matter for the Currency Authority in India to take steps before 
the Ist January 1981, to strengthen their gold reserves to enable them to 
fulfil this obligation. On the 30th April, 1926, the gold reserves of the 
Government of India were about 81 crores of rupees in sterling securities 
and about 30 crores gold coin and bullion in the Paper Currency Eeserve 
in India. If the Currency Authority will take the necessary steps to con- 
vert its sterling securities into gold as and when they mature, it would, 
I submit, give them sufficient time to have enough of gold reserves to enable 
them to meet this obligation. In fact the Currency Commission themselves 
contemplate that such a step should be taken by the Currency Authority in 
India. They remark in paragraph 166 that the Currency Authority should 
take whatever steps arc required to convert in the safest and most gradual 
manner a portion of the sterling balances into gold bullion. If the Govern- 
ment of India would take steps to convert their sterling securities into gold 
bullion, I submit they would not find any difficulty at all to fulfil this 
obligation from the 1st January’, 1931. Thope that the Honourable Member 
will accept this amendment. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett; Sir, all along the House has been 
in a real difficulty owing to the fact that we have been dealing with two 
separate Bills. The proposal which the Honourable Member Mr. 
Flhanmukham Chetty now makes is as he says a proposal recommended 
hv the Currency Commission and accepted by the Government of India 
but it is included in another Bill. He wants to transfer it into this Bill 
and he quotes in support of his motion the dictum — which the Government 
of India fulR accept — of the Currency Commission that all their recom- 
mendations hang together and must be taken together. Now that is iust 
exactly my objection to accepting this clause here. I recognise the truth 
of what Mr. Shanmukh&un Chettv says that there must be a measure of 
agreement between the various parties in this House if we are to get the 
Hold Standard and Eeserve Bank Bill on to the Statute-book; and I should 
like to assure him and the House here and now that I shall use my utmost 
endeavours and go as far as I possibly can to meet legitimate demands in 
regard to that Bill and to satisfv as manv people as possible. I sm most 
anxious that this little Bill should not be the **rtdiculu8 mus** whiclr 
comes out of the Currenev Commission’s Eeport. I hope for something very 
much more but we shall need the full amount of good-will and give anA 
take if we are to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion. But Mr. Chetty aays,^> 

o2 
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** Why not undertake an obligation now to bring the gold bullion standard 
into force on the 1st January, 1981?*’ My answer is — and I say this witb 
all seriousness to the House — that I do not think that I could be a party 
to recommending to the Government of India or to the people of India that 
they should undertake all the obligations of the gold bullion standard so 
long as the Government remains the Currency Authority. I say that 
because it is exeictly yrhat I think. Perhaps I should say it is not because* 
the Government is necessarily incompetent for the purpose of controlling 
the currency. But I believe that it is quite impossible for a Government 
as Currency Authority to take all the right steps at the right time without 
exposing itself to constant attacks which may or may not be justified but 
which certainly prejudice the interests of the currency system of the country. 
I do not want to raise trouble by giving illustrations, but I have been 
accused several times in this House during these discussions of frittering 

3 way the gold resources of India to the tune of Bs. 25 crores in the last 
ear. The impression is left on msmy people — ^honestly left I am sure 
and I believe some of those who use the accusation honestly think — that 
the Government has chucked away Es. 25 crores of the resources of the 
Govemtnent of India without any result into the sea. , Now, what has 
really happened is that during the two years that preceded last year those 
26 crores were gradually built up by the issue of currency against purchases 
of sterling made for the purpose of preventing exchange froni rising above 
la. fid. — ^keeping exchange down. The resources that the Government 
used to prevent exchange from falling below la. fid. were practically all 
of them created during the process of preventing exchange from rising 
above la. fid. (An HonouraHe Member: “Is that any justification?**) 
That is the real fact as regards those resources. There is no question of 
their being chucked away; they have been used exactly in the way in 
which the Currency Commission unanimously recommended that the 
reserves of the Government of India should be used. But that charge is- 
made here and, as I say, it is believed honestly by some of those who make 
it; and I say that that shows there are very strong objections to the Gov- 
ernment being the Currency Authority in control of currency. Whatever 
the Honourable Members may think about the illustration, I belie*^© that 
they are perfectly in agreement with me on the point illusti^ted, that the* 
Government should not be the Currency Authority. 

Now, I maintain that it would be a real risk, which ought not to be 
faced, for the Government as Currency Authority to undertake the full 
obligations of the gold bullion standard. If therefore this date were in- 
serted in this Bill, the Government would after the 1st January, 1931, in 
the event of the Eeserve Bank not coming into being — ^which God forbid — 
in the event of some break-down over that, the Government would be 
saddled with very serious responsibilities in maintaining the gold bullion 
standard without the proper machinery for exercising them,, without that 
imification of control of currency and credit which is the essence of the 
Currency Commission *s recommendations for a gold bullion standard and 
a reserve bank ; so that with all the good-will in the world and in spite of 
the continuance of amiability in the Finance Member, I regret that I' am 
not able to accede to Mr. Chetty's request. I would suggest to him that 
instead of pressing it he should set to work in relation, to the Eeserve 
Bank Bill and make certain that India receives the fruit of the labours 
that have been put in by the Currency Commission and by this House in 
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•studying its recommendations and hasten to get the Gold^ Standard and 
Eeserve Bank Bill on to the Statute-book in a form in winch, we can aJl, 
«on all. sides of' the House, congratulate ourselves on achieving. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

* “ That after the proviso to sub-clause (i) of clause 5 the following further proviso 
-be inserted : 

‘ Provided further that from the 1st day of January, 1931, or such earlier da^ 
.as the Governor General in Council may notify in the Gaz^te of India 
in this behalf, the authority for the time being entrusted with the rigH 
of note issue shall be bound to sell to any person who makes a demand in 
that behalf or pays in legal tender currency the purchase price as deter- 
mined by this sub-section, gold bullion for delivery at the option of the 
purchaser, either in Bombay or in London */* 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That clause 5, as amended, do stand part of the Bill.’* 

The motion was adopted. • 

Clause 5, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That clause 1 do stand part of the Bill.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

■'** That these be the Title and Preamble of the Bill.** 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, there are two consequential 
amendments resulting from the changes we have made in clause 6. In the 
Title of the Bill for the last words “ sale of gold exchange the words 
“ sale of gold or sterling have to be substituted; and a similar substitu- 
tion has to be made in the Preamble. Sir, I move that thei words “ gold 
or sterling ** be substituted for the words gold exchange " in the Title 
and the Preamble. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That these be the Title and Preamble of the Bill.** 

The motion was adopted. 

The Title and Preamble, as amended, were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, I rise to move that this Bill 
be passed. 

I do not propose to take advantage of this opportunity for making any 
long speech. I believe that I shall have the opportunity if necessary of 
replying on the debate on the third reading, if such debate takes place; and 
I do not want to start subjects for discussion on the third reading imneces- 
sarily. I should like to say only one thing. The object of this Bill is, 
first of all, to fix the ratio; secondly to secure that that ratio is fixed by 
Statute so that an obligation is imposed on the Currency Authority to pre- 
vent exchange from rising above or falling below the gold points; and the 
third — quite incidental r^ly — ^was the demonetisation of the sovereign 
simply because it was necessary to do that in anticipation of the gold 
bullion standard. The object of the Government in introducing this Bill 
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was really simply to get tjie vexed question of the ratio out of the way in* 
advance m order that we might have an opportunity of working together 
on a subject where there was no such unfortunate difference of opinion as 
there was over the ratio, when we come to the gold bullion standard and 
the reserve bank questions. We want all the good-will we can over study- 
ing those questions. Nothing in this Bill is intended to prejudice the full 
and free and frank discussion of those subjects when we come to that 
BUI; and the’ only point that really ig definitely settled by this Bill is the 
one point on which, as I say, we have had a somewhat acrimonious 

controversy. And before I sit down, I should like to say one thing more. 

^ p ^ I have spoken of my amiability to-day. I am conscious that 
I was not amiable on one or two occasions during this discussion, 
and T should like to apologise if I have been heated in any part of this dis- 
cussion. I do not want to say that I was justified by some of the things 
tht't have been said about me. Almost every crime has been attributed to ’ 
me, not even excluding murder. But of the things that have been 
said about me have at any rate, if they have not justified, explained the 
reasons for occasional temper on my part. None the less I desire to say 
that I am veiy sorry if I have in any way offended any one in doing so. 

Mr. President: Motion moved: 

I “ That the Bill as amended be passed.’* 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners Association : Indian 
Commerce): Sir, I take it that, if this Bill be passed, the gold 

value of the rupee will be definitely decided for all time, and that there 

is no intention of considering this as a temporary measure which will be 
revised if later on it were discovered that there h^ been an error of judg- 
ment. I say this, because that is the state of mind of at least one mem- 
ber of the House who voted for the higher ratio, and therefore I should 
like to make it quite clear to the House, unless it is definitely stated to 
the contrary, that whatever the future trend of world's prices may be, this 
Bill is intended finally to decide the gold value of the rupee. Such being 
the case, what will be the practical consequences of the action of this 
House should it decide to pass this Bill? If world's gold prices rise, I 
should say there will be little or no effect. If gold prices remain as they 
are to-day, an adjustment downwards of wages, salaries and prices of the 
commodities which have not yet adjusted themselves will take place until 
the cost of living is roughly 10 per cent, less than it was two years ago. 
Thirdly, if world's gold prices go down, in addition to the adjustment to 
which I have just referred, a further adjustment will have to take place 
which will be the adjustment what will have to be suffered by the rest of 
the world. Now, Sir, we have it on the authority of the Finance Member 
that the intention of the Federal Eeserve Bank is to keep prices stable at 
about 60 per cent, above the pre-war level. I accept the statement, but 
I would like to examine the value that should be attached to it. Does the 
Federal Eeserve Bank propose to bind itself to keep world's prices up to 
their present level? I do not think so. The Federal Eeserve Bank has a 
surplus of gold which is, roughly speaking, -the equivalent of two years 
normal increase of the world's demand for gold, and this, of course, is 
a factor which, coupled with the possibility of economies in the rest of tKa- 
world in the use of gold, does give the Federal Eeserve Bank a great deal 
of , power to k^p prices stable on certain assumptions. And that is tho- 
tipubk. So many of these dicta are so often only hypotheses. 
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assumption made is that there should be no great alternation in the world's 
normal' needs for gold. But this assumption does not take into considera- 
tion the possibility of China asking for gold. Normally China's exports of 
produce exceed her imports of commodities, and the difference is mado up 
by shipments of silver. Now, I am not one of those who think that China 
is likdy — certainly not in the near future — ^to change her system of 
currency from a silver to gold basis, but I think that there is a distinct 
possibility of China saying, “ for this difference between our exports ajjid 
our imports, we would like to take a part in gold and not all in silver. 
The world is indebted to us for this difference, and we are entitled to take 
it in whatever form we like, and we propose to take some of it in gold 
And, Sir, if this should take place to any great extent, it would upset all 
the plans of the Federal Eeserve Bank, and I seriously doubt whether we 
would find the United States prepared to dissipate her gold reserves merely 
because the Legislature of this country had passed this Bill on the assump- 
tion that America would maintain gold prices stable. Sir, two years ago 
the Finance Member objected to trying India to the chariot wheels of the 
Federal Eeserve Bank .... 


The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Three years ago. 

Sir Victor Sassoon: Three years ago he said that, but to-day he advo- 
cates it with equanimity. If he had done it three years ago, then even if 
the Federal Eeserve Bank had not been able to keep prices stable, India 
would only have had to suffer the same process of adjustment as the rest 
of the world. To-day this land of famine, cholera and plague will have to 
suffer, roughly speaking, 10 per cent, more than America which is the 
land of health, wealth and plenty. Now, Sir, it is for this House to con- 
sider whether the irrevocable step should be taken to-day of fixing the 
value of the rupee. The Finance Member has accused this House of 
shirking its responsibility, I for one have no desire to shirk any responsi- 
bility that I may have. If I am asked w^hat the practical effect, apart 
from the technical meaning, of throwing out this Bill is, I should say this. 
This House has shown its approval of the Is. 6d, rate by its vote. It 
therefore authorises the Government to keep it at that point by executive 
action until either they can clearly see the trend of world commodity prices 
or until the cost of living has dropped about 10 per cent, compared with 
the cost of livins: in the rest of the world taking the 1924 Index figures as 
a basis. What I am suggesting, therefore, to the House is that it should 
very seriously consider whether the Government should be allowed to 
bum its boats now. By throwing out this Bill, the House will leave the 
Government with a loophole through which it can retire if the prognostica- 
tions of the Finance Member are falsified. If our fears prove groundless, 
what is lost? It appears to me that all that is lost is that the establish- 
ment of a Federal Eeserve Bank and the legal establishment of the gold 
standard are postponed. But is that altogether an unmixed evil? Sir, we 
have just heard the Finance Member pointing out the disadvantages of the 
Government managing the currency of the country. His very objeotiona 
to that raised fears in me. It appeared to me that we should not int 
a position to criticise any action that might be taken. To-day if we dis- 
approve of the action of the Government in its management of the^ cur-, 
rency policy of this country, we certainly have an opportunity of expressing 
our disapproval. Until all the details of the Eeserve Bank and how ttot 
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^aerve Bank or how its Governors are to be controlled, are published, 
we do not know what remedy we shall have if we disapprove of any action 
of the Governors of that Eeserve Bank, and so I am not at all certain 
whether it would be a bad thing if we had a little time to go into the 
details of what the powers of the Governors of the Eeserve Bank were to 
be, and how those powers were to be controlled. That is all I have to 
say. I would merely ask this House to remember that it is at the parting 
of the ways. If it considers that the advantages of a Eeserve Bank, if it 
considers that the establishment of a gold standard in the near future 8kre 
so great as to justify the risk of world’s prices dropping, then this House, 
I suggest, will pass the Bill. But if the House fears that the effects of 
a big drop in gold prices, which would naturally be very serious to the 
trading, commercial and agricultural interests of this country — ^if it fears 
there is a chance of that t^ing place, then I would suggest that it might 
perhaps be advisable to reject this Bill and thus give the Government an 
opportlinity of seeing more clearly what the trend of world prices will 
be. (Applause.) 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions:. Muham- 
madan Eural) : Sir, I must thank you first of ^1 for the kindness and 
courtesy of giving me an early opportunity of speaking this afternoon. I 
have been so long a silent listener to the debates in the House. I had 
no desire to lose my reputation for silence, and if I rise to-day to speak I 
do so because it is beginning to dawn upon me that I am not in the com- 
pany of philo.^ophfTs but of politicians who attach more importance to the 
brass of speech than to the gold of silence. An Honourable Member I 
understand is annoyed at my reticence and seems disappointed that I 
have not caused an earthquake or a shower of brickbats in the House by my 
eloquence, and that my advent in the Assembly has not been greeted with 
peals of thunder and flashes of lightning. I wonder if it is the same 
wonderful gentleman whose penetrating vision and journalistic imagina- 
tion saw my downcast looks when I was miles away from here. Anyway 
I must not deny him the pleasure of hearing the sound of my voice and 
having some fun at my expense. So much by way of apology for inflicting 
a speech on a tired House. T know I cannot make any contribution of 
value to the debate but T must now proceed to give my reasons briefly 
for supporting this Bill through its various stages. My reasons are very 
simple. I voted against the amendment in favour of the Is. 4d. ratio and 
I subsequently thought that I was consistent and logical in supporting the 
provisions of the Is. fid. ratio. As regards the other amendments, I tried 
to follow and to understand their consequences, but they all appear to me 
to be merely flanking movements or rearguard actions to retrieve the loss 
of the Battle of the "Eatios. T have listened with attention to the various 
urguments advanced in this House for and against the provisions of the 
Bill. I have listened to the arguments of the expert and the layman, 
iio the arguments of the economists and the moralists. I have listened to 
the arguments of the lawyer and the schoolmaster. I have listened witE 
patience and attention to the fervent appeal to our sense of duty, and I 
have also listened in silence to arrogant assertions and insolent insinuations 
as substitutes for arguments. So far as the arguments advanced in the 
House are concerned I tried to the besf of my ability to weigh their effects. 
Outside the Chamber also I have been subjected to bombardments by 
leaflets and pamphlets issued by persons holding opposite views on this 
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highly technical subject, and I would gladly have sought salvation and 
peace by surrendering my judgment to a Pope or Pontiff posing as an in- 
fallible authority on this subject. But unfortunately Mr. Jinnah's in- 
x>pportun6 discovery of a passage in “Taylor on Evidence “ unsettled my 
mind. I was even prepared at one stage of the debate to read out a speech 
<in favour of Is. 6d. written by Mr. Shyam Narain Singh or a speech in 
^favour of Is. 4d. written by my friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta. (Laughter.) 
But my Honourable friend, Mr. Jinnah's discovery, as I said, disturbed 
•my mind. If the opinion of experts could not be generally relied upon, 
it became somewhat diflBcult for me to reject the opinion of the majority 
^of experts iand to accept the opinion of the .minority. If the opinion of 
the Currency Commission is not accepted, it will be difficult to accept the 
opinion of the Currency League. And as Mr. Jamnadas Mehta the other 
“day, in the grand manner of a great Autocrat, revealed to us the secret 
that he himself was the Currency League, he must suffer in reputation. 
So also must our friend, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, whose revolt against 
the tyranny of the majority and whose able advocacy and earnest cham- 
pionship of the cause he has espoused I sincerely admire, pay the penalty 
of enjoying the reputation of an expert. Sir, I was further disturbed and 
even bewildered by the recollection of a speech delivered not very long 
'ago on the floor of this House. I am not sure if consistency is considered 
a virtue by politicians. I do not know if politicians count on the proverbial 
‘shortness of human memory. But though I cannot claim to have the 
wonderful memory of the Honourable Members who could recount ancient 
history and recall the writings of Sir Dinshaw Wswha of the last century, 
the speech of my Honourable friend Mr. Jinnah of a few weeks ago, when 
he waxed eloquent on the infallibility and sanctity of the Tariff Board, is 
still ringing in my ears. I wonder, when my Honourable friend asked us 
to remember the virtues of the Tariff Board as an expert body — ^I wonder 
whether he had then completely forgotten his “Taylor on Evidence even 
as he forgot his pose as a juror and declaimed as the advocate of a lost 
nause, or even as he forgot his trebly titled and doubly decorated Deputy, 
Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, C.I.E., M.B.E., When he harangued the 
Members of the House and asked such of them to give up titles who had 
none to give up. (Laughter.) My second difficulty is that I have the 
misfortune of having been returned to the Assembly without any party 
label, and though I have joined a party since my return, it wisely refrains 
from imposing its will, the will of the majority, on the minority and of the 
minority on the majority and allows freedom of action to its members. Sir, 
I have not therefore pawned or pledged my soul to any par5y leader in 
default of Mephistopheles whose form T have failed to discern in this 
House (Laughter), but who, for aught we know, may be visible to^.my Hon- 
ourable friend Mr. Chetty who seems to be on familiar terins with him. 
(Laughter.) I am grateful to Mr. Chetty for not denying souls to some of 
the Members of the House. I wonder if Mephistopheles has confided to 
liim the secrets of a sacred book, more ancient than the Arthaaastra 
which promises condign punishment for the tongue of calumny which 
denies souls to men and women. I am not tied to the chariot wheels 
of Mephistopheles or Mammon or any party leader whose decision must 
drag me into the lobby of his choice. Unaided by the light of expert 
opinion, unassisted by the lead of a party, I have to fall back upon my 
own common sense and the dictates of my constituency which embraces the 
whole of Western Bengal. But the Mussulmans of Bengal seem to have 
escaped the attention of the Currency League. Their pathetic, pladid. 
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cipii^ntment contiaueg. They are voiceless; their voice is silence. I 
have seen no petitions or telegrams from them to Members of this House. 
% have received no direction or mandate from them. As for the repre- 
sentatives in the Assembly of non-Muslim Bengal, not one has lifted up 
his voice in support of the 1«. 4d. ratio, though they are not accustomed to 
drown their voice in silence. There was only one representative of Bengal 
who rose to speak and he spoke in favour of la. 6d., “ imdaunted," as he 
said, '‘by the frowns of the Government and unseduced by the smiles of 
the opposition**. The other rppresentative of Bengal whose opinion is known 
to me to be in favour of la. 6d. ratio was the other day referred. to by 
my Honourable friend Mr. Moore. He may be in the bondage of the 
Satanic Government, but I dare say that not even those Honourable gen- 
tlemen, who believe in charity only when it begins at home, could suggest 
that Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra has sold his soul to Mephistopheles. 
The significant silence of Bengal Members speaks for itself. Besides Mr. 
jpshrs support of the la. 6d. ratio is a clear indication to me that there 
is a conflict between the interests of labour and capital in this case. There 
is no use saying that labour cannot thrive without capital and therefore we 
must divest ourselves of all suspicion of capital and of the championship 
of the la. 4d, ratio by vested interests. “Do not kill the goose,*’ says Mr. 
Jinnah, “that lays the golden eggs.** This argument does not appeal to 
me, . because for aught we know the goose may not be laying golden eggs, 
but eggs of steel, rotten eggs or no eggs at all. (Laughter.) Sir, before 
I conclude, I shduld like to assure the House that it is no pleasure to me to 
disregard the feiwent appeals to our sense of duty by respected leaders whose 
sincerity and honesty are above suspicion. Indeed the persuasive eloquence 
and transparent sincerity of Pandit Malaviya, Pandit Motilal Nehru and Mr. 
Srinivasa Iyengar have made a deep impression on me. But the reasons 
I have briefly mentioned drive me to the opposite conclusion. Sir, before 
1 sit down I should like to make a passing reference to the patriotic perora- 
tion of Mr. Jinnah, addressed to this House the other day through the 
(?hair, lamenting the intrigues in the lobby and deploring the manipulations 
going on there. I wonder if he was referring to the ponderous arguments 
of a light weight champion of Is. 4d. ratio which disturbed the mental 
exchange of an Honourable Member sitting right in front of me and stabi- 
Used it at neutrality. I wonder if he remembered when he appealed to the 
House not to sell India and degrade the representative character of the 
House that he lost a golden opportunity of setting a good example of saving 
India when he walked into the lobby with Government to give preference 
to British steel. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Hehta (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Sir, before the curtain finally rings down this deplorable business I regard 
it as my sacred duty to place on record my undiminished opposition to this 
Bill, i am very proud of this fact, Sir, thai» although we have been faced 
by a very cleverly engineered opposition and although, as at present con- 
stituted, this Assembly merely leads to the stultification of public opinion, 
although we were met by forces of reaction at every stage and by that 
combination of drilled automatons whom the Government have sldlfully 
selected for nomination, this House has not been demoralised and that B6 
elected Members did not hesitate to record their verdict on that historical 
^casion against this deliberate attempt to place India economically back- 
wards by one generation. On the last occasion, Sir, I referred to Appendix 98’ 
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in the proceedings of the Currency Commission and I showed how the public 
utterances of a responsible Member of this Government were at complete 
variance with his written telegrams to the Secretary of State, how in fact, 
Sir, it was decided long before any Commission was contemplated, as it 
appeared from those telegrams, to attain and maintain exchange at Is. &i. 
sterling until sterling reached peuity with gold and how outwardly it was 
being said that the rise in exchange was due to natural causes. It was 
even said in those telegrams that all that remained to be done was to 
get the Is. 6d. ratio sanctioned by a formal Commission. To-day I want 
to bring up to date the further steps which have been taken in this very 
unfortunate business of raising exchange to la. 6d. Even while the Com- 
mission was still sitting and investigating, we find that the Government 
were compelled to deflate in order to keep exchange near la. 6d. And what 
is worse, when they found that in spite of that deflation, exchange showed 
signs of going down, there came forward an nnlimited offer of sale of 
Reverse Councils at la. 5Jd. in April, 1926, while the Commission was 
supposed to be investigating; and it was only then that the downward 
tendency was arrested. Subsequemt events are matters kiiown to the 
House and to the country. One more incident in this policy of deflation was 
that the created securities were reduced by «5 crores,. and the claim was 
made that that deflation was carried out as a result of the recommendation 
of the Commission. Prom a telegram published in the Times of India on 
the 18th October, 1926, we find that the Deputy Controller of Currency has 
issued the following press communique. It reads as follows : 

** One of the recommendations of the Currency Commission is that, the Govern- 
ment of India securities in the Paper Currency Reserve be reduced as soon as possible 
to 50 crores with a view to place the composition of the l^serve in a sounder position 
and to facilitate the introduction of an improved currency standard. The Govern- 
ment of India have accordingly cancelled 6 crores out of created securities in the* 
Paper Ourrency Reserve.** 

Sir, to the uninstructed this communique would appear as if it was carry- 
ing out the recommendations of the Currency Commission. One has only 
to look to the recommendation of the Currency Commission on this point 
to find out how thoroughly the public was being misled, how, I may say, 
altogether without any scruple the Currency Commission’s recommenda- 
tion was being used to do a thing which the Currency Commission did not 
recommend. The Currency Commission recommended the reduction ot 
created securities to 50 crores. That is true. But they further recommend- 
ed that the securities so reduced were to be replaced by genuine securities; 
the Government of India carried out the first portion, neglecting to carry 
out the second portion and yet they claimed they were carrying out what 
the Commission had, recommended. 

That is part of the game by which this la. 6d. ratio has been maintained, 
and yet a public document has made the misstatement that it 
was in pursuance of the recommendations of the Currency Com- 
mission that this deflation was being oarried out. Then, Sir, the fur- 
ther incident, which happened even while the House has been sitting, is 
that the emergency currency, 4 crores of which was promised to be issued 
at 6 per cent, to the Imperial Bank of India nearly 2^ years ag^, was 
refused, and Government said that until the Bank rate was 7 per cent, or 
until they were paid 7 per cent., they would refuse to issue any additional 
oufrehey. This attempt to starve India of ourrency with a view to m>to - 
tain exchange at 1«. 6d. raised a protest from the' Statesman whio& is by 
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no means friendly to the 1«. 4d. ratio, and that paper says in its fcsue of 
the 18th February, 1927 : 

** Under the Paper Oarrency Act, 4 crores of inflation is provided for against Trade 
•Bills with the Bank rate at 6 per cent., and it was confidently anticipated that 
recourse would be had to these powers. It was announced yesterday, however, that! 
Government had refused to issue fresh currency against Trade Bills under 7 per cent., 
and that 4 crores had been issued at this rate. It is difficult to undeVstand why relief 
was not granted to the market at the lower rate and the action of the Government 
will doubtless give rise to a storm of protest from those who maintain that the currency 
is at present manipulated to serve the interests of Government and not those of the 
country.*^ 

Sir, it was in this manner that, right up to a month ago, the Govern- 
ment went on creating stringency in the money market, starving the 
country of currency and thereby maintaining some semblance of parity at 
la. Bd. Government could have stabilized the ratio at la. 4d. gold in 
October, 1924, If they had wished, and that great firm of brokers, on whom 
so much reliance has been placed by the Pinsmce Member for carrying 
fihrougn this legislation, has stated that a golden opportunity was allowed 
to be lost when Government did not go to la. 4d. in October, 1924. Sir, 
there is one more statement I should like to make in order to prove to the 
House that in the matter of reaching la. fid. and maintaining it. Govern- 
ment has never really stated the truth to this House or to this country. 
On the 19th September, 1924, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas asked in the 
Assembly a certain question, and in replying the Finance Member saidii 

“ Before action can be taken, very careful consideration must be given to the 
question whether a rate of Is. 4d. gold or some higher rate is most likely to be 
beneficial to India, regard being had to the consumer and the tax-payer as well as 
other interests concerned 

Sir Purshotamdas then asked whether it would be correct that Govern- 
ment thought a higher rate than Is. 4d. would be beneficial, and the reply 
of the Finance Member was that the inference was incorrect. This was 
on the 19th of Sptember, 1924. The inference that Government thought 
la. fid. was in the interests of India was incorrect according to the Finance 
Member, and Government could not say what rate would have to be adopt- 
ed finally. This statement was made in this House on the 19th of Septem- 
ber, 1924, and in October, 1924, we read that Government had declared to 
the Secretary of State that they had made up their mind to have Is. fid. 
But at any rate this was the 19th September, when the first reply to Sir 
Purshotamdas was given. The worst is what follows. On the 22nd of Jan- 
uary, 1925, the Finance Member in a speech on the Paper Currency Bill 
•said : 

** The choice of a suitable ratio depends entirely on what rate is easily maintained 
and easily attainable.** 

This was said in Jonuary, 1926, fully three months after Government had 
made up their minds what ratio they would attain and maintain. This will 
live in history as an attempt to bamboozle this Assembly and this country 
into believing something which the Government themselves never intended 
to So. They had made up their minds to take the rate to Is. fid., they 
took all the steps to take it to Is. fid., and they intended to maintain it at 
Is. fid. regardless of consequences. There has been, as a consequence, a 
•deflaticai of 80 crores in the course of a single year and that has enabled 
Government to maintain the rate at Is. fid., or to make some appearance 
of doing so. Even now, with the Assembly having accepted Is. fid., 
exchange refuses to be maintained at Is. fid. It is still a little below 
Is. fid 
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The Hoiiourable Sir Basil Blackett: Is {he Honourable Member aware 
that we have purchased nearly a million pounds at la. 6cl. since that 
date? 

ICr. Janmadas H. Mehta: Is the Honourable Member aware that imme* 
diately he entered the market, the exchange came down? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: None the less we purchased more 
afterwards. 

Hr. Jamnadas H. Mehta: And the exchange is not at par yet. That 
is the best testimony of the stability of the so-called de facto ratio. 

Since 1920 the attempt to starve this country has resulted, apart from' 
the absence of any normal expansion due to the 2 shilling rate, in a defla* 
tion of 66 crores of nipees; and you have to add to that a further 15 to 
20 crores which is necessary every year according to the opinion of Mr. 
Kisch, given before that Commission. I think Mr. Eisch is a responsible 
officer of the India Office. This officer has maintained that the normal 
absorption of currency .... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: What Mr. ESsch said was thO' 

a\»erage figure before the War was that, which is quite a different thing 
from saying it was normal or necessary. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta: What is the difference between normal and 
average? Has Mr. Kisch stated that things have changed since the war? 
If anything this absorption ought to increase with the increase of prices 
and population since 1914. I do not know if Mr. Kisch has said that the 
normal or, if you will, the average tendency has ceased to operate because* 
war intervened. (Sir Walter Willson: ‘‘Divide.") I think the Honour- 
able Member will be best advised to leave this House and divide himself 
from us. It is a tragedy that Members elected by European interests 
should regard this matter so lightly that, when we are coming to the final 
stages of this Bill, they should be more anxious to go away to their clubs 
than to stay for work. Sir, I am not going to allow them to divide until I 
have finished the whole statement of the country’s cause . . . 

Mr. E. Ahmed: You have not taken a lease of the country, have you? 
(Laughter.) 

* 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I have now shown how this defiation has been 
systematically carried out in one case in defiance of the recommendations 
even of this Commission. The speech which my friend Dr. Suhrawardy 
made is full of humour and full of nice phrases and sentences, but if he 
will allow me to say so, it did not contribute a single iota of argument to* 
the important discussion in which we are engaged 

Mr. E. Ahmed: But he told you that already. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta Sir, it has been alleged in this House' 
and outside that the fight for this ratio is merely the stimt of some capi- 
talists. We are told that Government are solicitous of the welfieyife of* 
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the worker and his wages and thaij^they are trying to protect the worker 
against the capitalists. Sir, this dissimulation would be very amusing 
if it' was not tragic in its consequences; all I can say is that these 
statements are utterly at variance with facts- I have tried to analyst 
the evidence of the witnesses who appeared before the Commission; I 
leave aside the whole group of capitalists whose evidence is of course 
discounted for reasons easily understood; in my opinion the capitalist 
of this'coutnry have stated the country's case with a fulness, thorough- 
ness and impartiality that does credit to them and of which we are 
proud. But it is not merely the capitalists , who have denounced 1«. 6d. 
I have gone through the evidence of professors of colleges and also of 
laymen who are neither professors nor capitalists and I find that they 
also are mostly against la- fid. Professors who have given evidence 
before the Currency Commission number nearly 16 and out of 16 only 
one min has clearly said that he is in favour of la- fid. 14 others — all 
Indians — ^have said they are against Is* fid. The second professor who 
said he was in favour of Is. fid., said Is. fid. was also unsuitable but it was 
the lesser evil- (Mr. K- Ahmed: “But they are not practical men, are 
they?") You will not listen to practical men, you will not listen to 
professors; you will only listen to Sir Basil Blackett and you are free to 
do so. I would like, Sir, to enumerate the names of these distinguished 
men because every one of them holds a position in this country by the 
fact of his learning and by the fact of his present post as professor in some 
part of India. Dr. Basu is a gentleman now at Lahore ; Professor Chabliani 
at Delhi. (Mr. K, Ahmed: “Professor Chabliani is for Id. fid.'") You 
can read his evidence, many people have changed since they have 
come here ; but you can read his evidence and you will find 
he is in favour of la- 4d- Then there is Professor Cyan Chand at Benares; 
Mr. Vakil of Bombay, whom Sir Basil Blackett is so fond of quoting, is 
definitely in favour of Is. 4d. There are Messrs- Wadia and Joshi, 
also in favour of Is. 4d.; Mr. Bal Krishna and Dr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee favour Is. 4d- ; Professor B. E. Eao is undecided- Then Mr. J- C- 
Sinha of Dacca* is in favour of Is. 5d-; not la- fid-; Professor K, T- Shah is 
in favour of Is- 4d.; Professor Duraiswami Ayyar is in favour of Is- 4d.; 
and so on- All these learned men scattered over the country, from 
Delhi, Bombay and Madras to Dacca, Lahore, and Agra, all these learned 
men who had the opportunity to study this question deliberately give their 
evidence in favour of Is- 4d. ; so that it cannot be contended that it is only 
the capitalists of this country who are artificially aiding an agitation. 
Sir, we have our captains of industry, our Chambers of Commerce, our 
professors, our laymen and fi5 elected Members of this iHouse &11 bodily 
voting for Is- 4d. ; it is only because this sham reform leads to the 
stultification of public opinion in this House that 65 elected Members 
can be voted down by 28 elected and 40 nominated Members- Those 
05 represent lakhs and lakhs of voters- Whom do these 40 represent!? 
They represent their stomachs and the stomachs of their wives and child- 
ren. \^om do they represent, I should like to know, except their own 
salaries, wages and emoluments. Yet these 40 people can vote down 
the 65 elected Members who owe their seats to the suffrages of lakhs of voters 
supported by lakhs in their turn. Because of the sham reforms it has 
been possible to stpl^ify public opinion and carry through tEs legislative 
measure by 2 or 8 votes over the heads of the representatives of the people. 
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Sir, I do not want to say anything against the European elected Mem- 
hers. They have honestly tried to do what they thought best. I will 
also state ihe opinions of laymen who have given their opinion in favour 
of la. 4d. before the Commission, gentlemen who were neither professors 
nor merchants. One is the Honourable Mr. Chakravarty of Bengal. 
My Honourable friend Dr. Suhrawardy will note that there is no absence 
of Bengal opinion in favour of Is* 4d. My Honourable friend Mr. 
Lahiri Chaudhury who comes from Bengal only the other Say spoke in 
favour of la. 4d., if only Dr. Suhrawardy had taken the trouble to be present 
in the House. Both Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta and Mr. Goswami have spoken 
time and again in Calcutta in favour of la. 4d — if only Dr- Suhrawardy 
had taken the trouble to read the newspapers. As regards Messrs. 
Chakravarty and Eaju and others, these gentlemen giving evidence before 
tha,. Commission have all voted for la. 4d. Now, Sir, I must leave that 
question. 

We have contended that if you carry la- 6d. because adjustments have 
not taken place there will be a slump in trade, industry, agriculture and 
a general set-back to the economic conditions in this country. I will 
now try to show. Sir, how the various interests will lose during the 
period of adjustment. The word “adjustment'* is easily spoken by 
people who have not to go through that painful process; but the word 
stands for unjust loss and injury to innumerable persons. It represents 
the forced valuing down of stocks among manufacturers. It represents 
evictions of tenants- It represents the slow and painful starvation of 
the agriculturists- It represents a general raising of taxation by 12^ 
per cent, without the people knowing it. All these things are euphe- 
mistically called adjustment; yet the word adjustment is easily spoken 
and easily accepted by people who are willing to vote for Is- 6d. Sir, I 
want now to show that all these interests will have to suffer until 
adjustment has taken place- I shall take the tax-payer first. In the 
words of Professor Keynes when you appreciate your standard by 12^ 
per cent., if everybody were to accept 12 J per cent- less simultaneously 
then of course the adjustment would he thoroughly complete and we 
can go on to our new ratio without any hesitation and without any qualms 
of conscience; but T have attempted to show on the last occasion that 
at least in the* matter of our civil and military establishment, including 
Eailways, where we pay 70 crores of rupees a year, no 12^ per cent- 
reduction has been made or can be made. On the contrary, as a result 
of this Is. 6d- the Benches opposite and all the services will get a con- 
cealed raising of their salaries by 12^ per cent, for all time to come. Just 
think of the enormity ! In 1919 when the Eeforms Act was put on tlie 
Statute-book and when Mr. Montagu wanted to pay the price of making- 
or inducing these Civil Services to agree to the Eeforms a general in- 
crement of wages and salaries was given to the Civil Service- Prices 
were ruling high; the price level in 1919 was somewhere above 200 — ^I 
will give the exact figure so that there may be no difficulty — it was 222 
as compared with 100 in 1914; with the price level at 222 increments 
were given to the Civil Services by Mr. Montagu as consideration for 
their acceptance of the reforms- Prices steadily fell until to-day they 
are at 146, which means that we can buy with Es- 146 to-day what it ^ost 
us Es- 222 to buy in 1919. Yet in 1924 this Lee Commission gave them ^ 
another increment and a number of concessions. The basic . ssliary was 
raised; in addition the Commission gave an overseas pay which can dbir 
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retuitted at 2«* to the rupee* That was an additional ooncession in 1924- 
Think of the already heavy salaries which they got before 1919, think o£ 
the increments in 1919 out of all proportion. Further consider the Lee 
Commission's recommendations which gave them a higher basic pay, an- 
additional overseas pay plus the right of remitting the overseas salary 
at 2a. ; and now comes the latest stroke in 1927 — they get a concealed 
enhancement of 12^ per cent, on their present emoluments. 1 maintain, 
Sir, that these tremendous burdens on the people of India far firom 
being adjusted to the new ratio remain heavy as they were and are becom- 
ing even heavier. 

Sir, if the House will look to the Budget of 1927-28, on' page 3, they will 
find that this country is paying Bs. 46 crores a year, by way of interest 
on its loans. Not the whole of this interest is going to come down by 
12 J per cent. If it were, it ought to cost us something like 6 crores less by 
W£^y of interest. Further, 70 crores of establishment charges cannot be 
adjusted, and there are other budgetary items amounting in all to 5 crorea 
which being fixed cannot be reduced by 12 J per cent.; so that we have a 
total of 70 plus 25 plus 6 crores, or a total of 100 crores cost of the Gov- * 
emment of India including Railways which cannot be adjusted in terms 
of the new ratio by 12^ per cent. The burden of the non-adjustment must 
be borne by the tax-payer. That is the position, and I hope the House 
will bear that in mind when they proceed to vote — that they are raising 
their taxation on the people of this country on these fixed budgetary items 
by 12^ per cent, so far at least these things are concerned. And what is the 
total? The total expense of the Government of India is Es. 125 crores if 
you exclude Railways: out of these 125 crores 40 crores represent the 
salaries of establishments, civil and military, 25 crores represent interest on 
the rupee portion of our debt and 6 crores represent other fixed payments, 
40 plus 25 plus 6 or a total of 70 crores out of 125 crores will remain fixed 
and immutable and cannot be altered to the new ratio and therefore taxa- 
tion must be maintained at a high level. 

This is the story of the adjustment or rather non-adjustment, so far as 
the tax-payer is concerned.. Take another aspect of this non- adjustment. 
We have nearly 300 crores of rupees and Rs. 180 crores of notes circulating. 
As against that we have certain reserves. If you strike a balance sheet 
of your liabilities and your assets to-day, as you will pass this Bill, this 
country stands to lose 364 lakhs of pounds as a result of this going up to 
a higher ratio. When these 300 crores of rupees come for conversion into 
gold and your 180 crores of paper notes come up for conversion into gold, 
you have to pay for every one rupee 8’47 grains of gold as against 7*63 grains 
of gold which you used to pay;. and as a result if you strike your currency 
balance sheet to-day, you have undertaken in terms of gold as a result of 
going up to the higher exchange a liability of 480 crores grains of gold 
more than you would have paid if la. 4d. was adopted. The liability on 
our currency reserves alone is thus increased by nearly 36*4 million sterling. 

Coming to the question of the public debt, I mentioned the other day 
that the rupee debt of the Government of India would be increased under 
la. 6d. The Honourable the Finance Member has tried to answer ijhis 
contention in the other House before it was raised here ; after it was raised 
here, he has not dared or cared to answer it partly because our case is im- 
ai|8werable, partly because it is prudent enough not to attempt an answer 
to a ease which is damaging against you, and partly because when you are 
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sure of -your votes you need not answer. These three causes have pre- 
vented -the Government from replying to our contentions. But I once 
more repeat that as a result of this higher ratio we will be compelled to 
pay to our rupee creditors Bs. 56 crores more (or their gold equivalent 
more) than we woidd have to pay under la. 4d. The argument against our 
point of view was that you have to think of the ratio at which that debt 
was raised, and you have to think of the commodity value of the debt 
when it was raised. I will cite one example only to illustrate the futility 
of that argument. We have raised on the 1st October, 1922, five-year 
bonds of the face value of Es. 27,38,22,000. On the 1st October, 1922, we 
raised that debt. Sir, the ratio of exchange on that date was la. 2/^ d, in 
gold. They become due on the 1st of October, 1927, in this very year; 
the ratio will now be Is. 6d. gold to the rupee and if there was any justice 
in the argument that you should repay your debt at the ratio at which 
it was raised, you would have to pay instead of Es. 27,38,22,000 only 
20 crores or thereabouts. Will our bond holders accept 20 crores instead 
of 27 crores? If you could repay your debt at the ratio at which it was 
raised the confusion will be endless; the same objection applies to the 
argument based on the commodity value of your debt — it leads to absurd 
results 

Mr. President: I do not desire to interrupt the Honourable Member, 
but I should like to know how long he is going to take ? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I am going to take one hour, Sir, with your 
permission; the case for the people has to be stated. If it is to be defeated, 
it is our ill-luck; but the case cannot be allowed to go by default. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is not the only Member who 
will put the case for the people; there are other Members besides him. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I know that other Members will do their duty. 
Sir ; but-you will permit me to do mine. 

Mr. President: In that case all I can say is that the House will have 
to sit to-morrow night and if necessary the day after to-morrow night from 
9 till 12 or 12-30. Before I adjourn the House till to-morrow morning 
I might inform the House that to-morrow night I propose to sit from 
9 o’clock and continue till midnight. We will begin as usual at 11 o’clock 
to-morrow morning and continue up to 6 o’clock in the afternoon. Then, 
after a break, I propose to sit again at 9 p.m. and continue till 12-30 or 1, 
when Honourable Members might go on talking as much as they like pro- 
vided they are relevant. This House now stands adjourned till to-morrow 
morning at 11 a.m. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 
22nd March, 1927. 




POEBKJBNDUM. 

In L. A. Debates, Vol. IX, No. 6, p. 205, 
]jbie 8, for the figures **1,20,000'* nai 
*•1,26,000”. 
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The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Coui;oil House et 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Nomination op Mbmbebs op thb MunicipaIi Com? itteb op Bpawar 
■^ iN Ajmer-Meewara. 

1104. *]Ir. M. Euthnaswamy: Will Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the rules at present regulating the nomination of members of 
the Municipal Committee of Beawar in Ajmer-Merwara? 

(h) whether any provision is made in these rules to secure the re- 
presentation of minorities like the Christians? 

(c) whether any non-official Christian has been nominated to the 

present Municipal Committee of Beawar? 

(d) if the answer to (c) is in the negative, the reasons why a non- 

official Christian has not been nominated? 

Mr. E- B. Howell: (a) and (b) The attention of the Honourable Mem- 
ber is invited to section 8. Chapter 111 of the Ajmer-Merwara Municipali- 
ties Eegulation, 1925 (VI of 1925), and to notification by the Honourable 
the Chief Comm’ssioner, Ajmer-Merwara, dated the 16th November, 1925, 
published in Part II-A, of the Gazette of India, dated the 21st November, 
1925, copies of which have been placed in the Library. 

(c) The reply is in the negative. 

(d) Under the election rules of the Beawar Municipality two Christ- 
iana are elected to represent their community. No ad^tjonal representa- 
tion by nomination is therefore considered necessary as the Christian popu- 
lation of Beawar is only 288 out of the total population of 22,362. 

Mr. M. Bufhnaswamy: May I ask. Sir, if these Christians are Indian 
Christians? 

Mr. E. B. Howell: I believe so, Sir. 

Monthly Cost op Lighting the Secretariat and Codnoil HoOsb 
Bcildinos in New Delhi. 

1105. ^Mr. M. Butbnaswamy: Will Government be pleased to states 

(1) the monthly cost of the lighting of the Secretariat and CounoQ 

House buildings in New Delhi? 

(2) whal purpose the liehting ot the buildings till about , ttiidni^k 

serves? 

( ‘2513 ) 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (1) The separate cost of 
lighting cannot be given since the bulk of the current used in these build- 
ings has been for electric radiators which are temporar.ly connected to 
the lighting circuits and hot separately metered. 

(2) The lights ♦in the corridors and staircases of the Council House re- 
main lit for so long as the offices and public rooms in it are occupied^ 
which is frequently the case up to quite a late hour. In the Secretariat 
certain experimental lighting was tried, includ ng the flood lighting of the 
tower, but this lias been discontinued and no lights are maintained after 
the building is unoccupied except such as are necessary for purposes of 
watch and ward. 

Abolition of the System of Poltck Ltcfnces fob Hindu Funbual 
Processions in D‘lhi. 

1106. ^Sardar Gulab Singh: (a) Are Govemnient aware that in Delhi 
Hinfus carry those of their deceased who had lived to an old age to the 
cremation ground in processions with religious music? 

(6) Are they also aware that they require licences from the Police to 
perform this religious ceremony on such deaths? 

(c) Are they also aware that they do so with great resentment? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of doing away 
with such licences? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (a) Yes. 

(b) Licences are required for assemblies and processions if a notice to 
this effect ha« issued under section 30(2) of the Police Act (V of 1861), not 
otherwise; but ordinarily members of the Delhi public prefer t(^ apply vol- 
untarily for a licence in order to ensure that all necessary police arrange- 
ments will be made on their behalf. 

(c) No. 

(d) There is no such proposal before Government. 

Sardar Gulab Singh: Are the Government aware that we also take out 
such processions in our cities and we do not require any licence? 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Which is your city? 

. The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: But Delhi people apparently 
prefer to take one out. 

N "BKR 0 P'^ST OfFICFS IN T» E ChOTA NaGPUB DIVISION. 

1107. ’''Mr. Bam Narayan Singh: Will the Government be pleased to- 
give the present numbers of post offices in each of the 5 districts of the 
Ghota Nagpur Division in the province of Bihar and Orissa? 

Sir Ganen Boy: 

Pi'esent number 


Distiict. of 

Poet Office. 

'BeEaribcgh 62 

Lohardaga 53 

ManMum. t i 70 

t^ttau •.••••*• 82 

Shtgbbhuin 51 
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QCBSTIOirS AND 4NSWKBS. 

Religious Ministrations to Indian Sbeots. 

'1108. ’Mr. Bftm Naiayan Singh: Will the Government be pleased to 
state whether there is any arrangement for the religious teaching of the 
Indian sepoys like that afforded to the British soldiers through their own 
department ? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Yes, Sir. One Indian religious teacher is author- 
ised for each religious class of the strength of a company or squadron, in 
each infantry battalion, cavalry regiment, brigade of art llery, etc. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Are Government aware that one man cannot perform 
the functions of a religious teacher m a regiment composed of Hindus, 
Sikhs and Muhammadans when they say their prayers? 

Hr. O. M. Toung: Yes, Si^*, Government are aware of that fact, and 
that is precisely why one Indian relig'ous teacher is authoiised for each 
religious class in a unit. 

G..ai^t of House Rent Allowance and Secretariat Rates of Pay 
TO THE Ministerial Establishments at Army Head- 

QUABTKRS. 

1109 ♦Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that in January 1026, Hia 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief received a deputation from the mem- 
bers of the Uncovenanted Association of the Army Headquarters with a 
view to considering the grant to them of (i) house rent allowance admis- 
sible under the Simla Allowances Code, and (ii) Secretariat rates of pay? 

(b) If so, will Government please state what decision has been arrived 
at on the subject? 

(c) What will be the approximate extra expenditure separately in regard 
to (i) and (ii) above? 

{d) Is it a fact that the amount of expenditure involved in connection 
with the grant of house rent allowance to these men can be counterbalanced 
by withdrawing the Delhi moving allowance admissible to them? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(b) None at present but Government are arranging for an expert in- 
quiry into the question of the strength, conditions of service and emolu- 
ments of the min’sterial establishments at Army Headquarters- 

(c) and (d) The amount has not yet been worked out 

Technical Militart CLfBKs in Army HRADquARTEBS. 

1110. *Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: (a) Is it a fact that outside the cadrea 
of the general clerical establishments for the different branches of tho 
Army Headquarters there is a combined cadre for technical military clerk**? 

(b) If so, will Government please state the total number of such clerks 
employed in the Army Headquarters? 

(o) Are Indian soldiers eligible for these technical clerical appointzhents? 
If not, why not? 

Mr. d. M. Young: (a) Tes. 

(b) 26 . 

(e) Not at present, booause there are none posaessm^ tite neeeasaiy 
qualifications. 
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Ekservatiok of Clbbic^l Appointments in Army Hbadquaetbes foe 
. Soldi es and Ex-Soldiees. 

1111. Amar Hath Butt: (a) Is it a fact that 25 per cent, of the 
upper division clerical appointments are reserved for soldier and ex-soldier 
clerks in the Army Headquarters? 

(b) If so, will Government please state on what basis this percentage 
has been fixed? 

(c) Is there any particular reason for recruiting soldier clerks in the 
general cadres? If so, what? Are they not recruited to the separate cadre 
for technical military clerks? 

(d) Is it a fact that soldier and ex-soldier clerks are recruited direct 
witnout reference to the Staff Selection Board? 

(e) Are these clerks exempted from passing the Staff Selection Board’s 
examination? If so, has the Staff Selection Board approved of their con- 
firmation in the first division? 

J (/) Are civilian clerks similarly exempted? If not, why not? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) No. The percentage covers both the upper and 
lower divisions. 

(6) On the permanent establishment as a whole. 

^c) Yes, it is of advantage to have clerks with general military experi- 
ence as well as clerks with technical experience in particular branches of 
the service. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes, in both instances. 

(/) No. The reason lies in the military character of the work at Army 
Headquarters. 

Grant op House Rent Allowances to Postal Employees in the 

Madras Prfsidency. 

1112. ’•'Mr, B. P. Haidu: (a) Are Government aware of the fact that 
in the city of Madras and municipal towns in the Madras Presidency, the 
monthly rent for a room and a small kitchen, just enough to accommodate 
a husband, wife and two children, is between Rs. 5 and 7? 

(b) Is it a fact that postmen were given an additional allowance of 
Ee. 1 and the lower grade men Es. 8, in the city of Madras? 

(c) Is it a fact that the lower staff of the Railway Mail Service depart- 
ment were not given any house rent allowance? If so, what are the reasons 
for such distinction between the lower staff of the Postal and Railway Mail 
Service departments? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are pre- 
pared to remove this anomaly? 

(a) Is it a fact that the relief sanctioned to the subordinate staff other 
than postmen and lower grade men in 1926-27 was given effect to from 
Ist March, 1926? If so. why was the house rent allowance sanctioned at 
' the same tiine to postmen a^ lower staff men in Madras city given effect 
to from October, 1926? 
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(/) Will the Government kindly state the total amoimt of Oxpenditure 
moumd m connection with the grant of house rent allowance and the plaoei^ 
in which and the rates at which house rent allowance was granted? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mltra: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes- The case of the lower staff of the Eailway Mail Service is 
under considerat’on. 

{ 7) If the existence of such an anomaly is established by the inquiry 
now in progress steps will be taken to remove it. 

(e) Yes. Because the schemes relating to the revision of the time scales 
of pay of clerks were drawn up and submitted for the approval of Govem- 
meiit earlier than those relating to the grant of revised rates of house rent 
allowances. ' 

(/) The total amount of extra expenditure involved in connection with 
the revised scheme of house rent allowances sanctioned in 1926-27 to post- 
men and inferior servants of the Post Office is estimated at Rs. 861 OOO dur- 
ing that year. A statement showing the names of the places in which and 
the rates at which house rent allowances are granted under that scheme 
will be forwarded to the Honourable Member. 

Mr, B. P. Naidu: Have not the Government made detailed inqu'ries 
thnce in the city of Madras with regard to this house rent question, and 
may I know the result of those inquiries? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: No inquiries have been 
made by the Government of India. The present rates of house allow- 
ance are based on the reports of the Postmaster General. 

Pekcentage op Leave Reserves provided for P^ stal Clerks and 
FOR Postmen and Lower Grade Staff. 

1113. •Mr. B. P. Naidu: (a) Is it not the intention of the Government 
that in accordance with the recommendations of the Postal Enquiry Com- 
mittee, the subordinate staff in the Postal Department should have 20 
da^s* casual leave in a year? 

( 6 ) What is the percentage of leave reserve provided for clerks and 
for the postmen and lower grade men? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Director General of Posts and Telegraphs haa 
issued a circular, that no leave reserve will be provided for Post Offices, 
where the number of postmen exceeds four? 

(el) How many leave reserve postmen and lower grade men were 
entertamed in 1936-27 and how was the sum of one lakh of rupees provided 
foe in 1926-27 distributed among the circles? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to state whether in the post officer 
where the number of postmen exceeds four, any allowance is paid for addi- 
tional work? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) The intention is that 
casual leave up to a maximum limit of 20 days each may be granted to the 
staff 

(b) The percentage of leave reserve sanctioned for clerks in Post Office 
is 17. There is no fixed percentage of leave reserve for postmen but the 
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merve staff is sanctioned according to the requirements of each case, 
^ere is, generally speaking, no leave reserve fpr lower grade men. 

‘ (c) No. 

(d) The information is being collected^ and will be fumiAed to the 
Honourable Member. The amount of one lakh of rupees provided in the 
budget estimates for 1926-27 for the employment of additional postmen was 
not tlistributed to the Circles, but the cost, wherever incurred, was debited 
against the lump grant. 

{c) No such allowance is paid. 


Pav, Pension, Leave, etc., op Lowre Gr^db Postal Stapp. 

1114. B. P, Naldu: Will thp Government be pleased to state 

if any discrimination is made in the case of lower staff in the Postal service 
in ^he matter of their pay, pension, leave, etc. ? If any, do Government 
propose to do away with such distinction and extend the privileges enjoyed 
at present by the lower staff of the Postal Department to the runners 
also? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: In the matter of pay, run- 
ners are on fixed rates and other classes of the lower staff are as a rule on 
time scales. When time scales of pay were introduced in the Post Office, 
it was considered that they would be inappropriate for runners in view of 
the fact that such men do not as a rule reman long in their appointments. 
The Government do not propose to place ninners on time scales of pay in 
the absence of evidence to show that fixed rates of pay are unsuitable for 
them. 

As regards leave and pension no discrimination is made between run- 
ners and other members of the lower or inferior staff. 


IXCRiniENtS OF POSCAL ClBUKS AVD PoSTMEW 

1115. B. P. Naidu: (a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
if any and what distinction is made between clerks and postmen in the 
matter of counting the period of service spent as reserve clerk and reserve 
postman, respectively, for calculating increments in the time scale of pay? 

(6) If the answer to the above question is in the affirmative, why was 
such distinction made? 

Sir Qaueii Boy: (p) No distinction is made. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Pay of Postal Clerks in the Madras Circte, kic. 

1116. ^Mr. B. P. Naidu: Will the Government be ^pleased to state 
whether it is proposed to introduce only two scales of pay for the clerks 
in the Madras Circle?^ If so, do Government propose to introduce simJarly 
two scales of pay for postmen and lower grade staff? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The result of the revisions 
to be carried out in 1927-28, together with those sanctioned in 1926-27, will 
be to provide two scales of pay for ordinary tiine-scale clerks in the Madras 
Circle. It is proposed to undeirtake an examination of the suitability of 
•the existing scales of pay for postmen and inferior servants generally: the 
nuihber of the revised scales of pay which may be decided on for such 
officials vdll dapend on the results of that examination. 



jJOTBXIpirf AHD AJfSWIW^. 

GeAIH^ of Out-StATION Ar.W)WANCJB TO EltPJ[X)Tl]fiS OF THE Ra|.I*WAT 

JIaiL bBiiVIOB. 

1117. *Mr. B. P. Haidn: Will the Government be pleaded to et^ 
'•whether it is proposed to grant out-station allowance to the Railww Mail 
Service employees? If so, will the lower staff of the Raflway Mail S^^^vice 
•department also get the out-station allowance? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Kath Mitra: It is proposed to ^nt out- 
atation allowance to the Railway Mail Service sorters under specified con- 
ditions the nature of which is under consideration. The claims of the 
lower staff of the Railway Mail Service department, by which the Hon- 
ourable Member evidently refers to mail guards and van-peons, to parti- 
cipation in a concession of this nature will be examined. 

Charge Allowamcb drawn by Upper Division Mbn hoddivo Charob 
OF A ttouTiNE Section or Issue Branch I'i the Government 
OK India SECRBrA.BiAT. 

.1118. *U« Khtn Maung: (a) Will Government be pleased to give the 
names of the different Departments of the Government of India where 
upper division men are holding charge of a Routine Section or Issue 
Branch ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state if such men are getting any 
charge allowances? 

(c) If the reply be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to state 
if they are entitled to receive it? 

(d) Is it a fact that only lower division men are entitled to receive 
this allowance? 

(e) If so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons for giving 
such allowance to the upper division men? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (a) The Legislative Depart- 
ment. 

(b) Yes; a special pay of Rs. 60 per mensem during the period df the 
Sessions of the Legislature. 

(c) Yes, if sanctioned. 

(d) Sanction varies in each Department. There is no general rule 
applicable to all. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Coii^STRlTCTION OF A RaILW^AY BETWEEN HaPUR, MoWANA AND LUXAR. 

1119. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh,: (a) Are Government contemplating a new 
Tailway line to be constructed between Hapur, Mowana and Luxar? 

(b) When is it likely to b^in the construction of this new line? 

(c) Will it be a broad gauge or n^etre gauge railway? 

(d) Will this new railway line pass through Haptnapur a very important 
place of pilgrimage for the Jain community? ^ 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the names of the importanl 
4ownB and cities that will lie over this new rajlwaj Um^ 
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' (f) Is the survey work of this line completed? If rot, when is it likely 
to be completed? 

lb. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The reply is in the afiBrmative. 

(b) As some alternative lines have been proposed it is not possible to 
say at present if the construction of this line will be taken in hand. 

(c) If constructed, the line will be on the broad gauge. 

(d) and (e) As the alignment has not yet been fixed, it is nbt possible^ 
to give the required information. 

(/) The survey is likely to be completed before next working season. 

Proposed Hapur, Mowana-Lxjxae Railway. 

1120. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Is there any truth in the rumour that 
the route proposed for the new railway line Hapur, Mowana and liuxor 
has been recently changed and according to the recent change the railway 
lini will not pass through Hastnapur? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to, 
state the difficulties on account of which this change has to be made? 

(c) Have Government realised the loss of income that is likely to arise on 
account of less traffic by leaving Hastnapur a very important place of pil- 
grimage? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the map of the pro- 
posed new railway line showing the important towns, and cities that will* 
lie on it? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a), (b) and (c). As I have just informed the 
Honourable Member the alignment has not been fixed. 

(d) Until the dignment has been fixed, it is not possible to make such 

a map. 


Agricultural Implements. 

1121. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Are Government aware that agricultural 
implements are made at several places in the country? 

(b) Have the Government of India issued any instruction to the prov- 
incial Departments of Agriculture to prefer the Indian agricultural imple- 
ments to the imported one? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes. 

(6) No. The issue of such instructions is not necessary as Provincial! 
Governments enjoy full discretion in the matter. 

Issue op Instructions to the Punjab Government regarding the 
Use op Ploughs and Agricultural Implbubnts manufactured 
BY British Firms* 

1122. *Hr. Mukhtar Singh: Have the Government of India issued any 
instructions to the Punjab Government not to allow any ploughs or other 
agricultural implements to be given a trial or to be allowed to compete iik 
comparison with the ploughs and implements manufactured by Britisb 
firms? 

Hm Hooonnbl* Sir Bhnpandia Hatlt mtia: No, Sizv 



QUBBXIONS AND ANIiWEBS. 


DisCQDNT A1U.OWSD TO GOVSR'MBNT OK THB PdKCHA|BB 0» AgUICCLTUBAI. 
lAPLBUbNTS MAM'FACTUBBU BY BAlTtaH FlBMS. 

im. *Mr. MoUitar Singh: Do Government charge any discount or 
commission for advertising the utility of the agricultural implements manu- 
factured by British firms? If the answer be in the negative* will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if they get wholesale or concession rates in the 
purchase of these implements? If the answer be in the affirmative* will 
Government be pleased to state the amount of discount allowed by the 
firms? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: The Imperial Department of Agriculture does not 
undertake the advertisement of any agricultural implements. Trade adver* 
tisements are, however, inserted in the Agricultural Journal of India at 
uniform rates. The replies to the second and third parts of the Honour- 
able Member's question are in the negative. 

AGiaci’LTuuAL Implements. 

1124. *Mr. Hnkhtar Singh: Will Government be pleased to state the 
method by which agricultural implements invented by the Imperial Depart- 
ment of Agriculture are manufactured for the use of the general public’ 
Are they manufactured by the Indian firms in the country or are the ordera 
placed outside the country? If they are manufactured in the country, are 
the tenders invited from the Indian firms? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: The Imperial Department of Agriculture having no 
Agricultural Engineer has left this branch of work to be undertaken by 
Provincial Governments. It is understood that some Provincial Depart- 
ments of Agnculture have invented improved types of agricultural 
machinery, but no information is available as to the arrangements under 
which they are manufactured for use in the country, 

• 

Ventilation op the Grievances of Government Servams. 

1125. *Ehan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: Will Government be 
pleased to state whether a recognised association of Government servants 
is debarred under the Government Servants Conduct Rules from ventilat- 
ing their grievances to the Members of the Indian Legslatures through 
the medium of the Press? If so, will Government be pleased to quote 
the terms of that rule? Is there any such rule in vogue in the United! 
Kingdom? If so, will they pleetse state the terms of such a rule? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Only those communications 
to Members of the Indian Legislature which involve an infringement of 
ruie 17 of the Government Servants’ Conduct "Rules are debarred in the* 
case 'I individual Government servants. The position as regards recognised 
associations of Government servants is the same, for the Government Ser- 
vants* Conduct Rules apply as much to recognised assoc^iations of Govern- 
ment servants as to individual Government servants Government have 
no information as to the rule in force in the United Kingdom. ^ 

Recruitment op Indians to the Army ih India Reserve op Officers* 

1126 . Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Shan: (a) Is it a fact that the 
Government are recruiting men for the Indian Army Reserve of OBoenl^ 
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(M Are IndianB eligible to be recruited to the Indian Army Beserve 
of OSlbers? If so, what percentage of stlch posts has been reseiwed for the 
recruitment of Indians? Have any Indians been ilecruited in the Indian 
Army Beserve of Officers? If so, will the Government be pleased to state 
their names? 

(c) If no percentage of such posts has been kept reserved for Indians, 
will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for this racial distinc- 
tion? 

(d) Do Government propose to recruit Indians as Indian Army Beserve 
Officers? If not, why not? 

Mr. O. M. Tonng: (a) Yes, but the Beserve is now known as the Army 
in India Beserve of Officers. 

(6) The answer to the first-two parts of the question is that Indians are 
eligible for appointment to the Army in India Beserve of Officers, but that 
no petcentage of posts has been definitely reserved for them. The answer 
to the third part is in the affirmative The names of those appointed to 
the Beserve will be published in the quarterly Ind an Army Lists. At 
the present moment, there are 19 Indians in the Army in India Beserve of 
Ofiioers. 

(c) The Government of India do not consider that the absence of a 
percentage of reserved posts implies a racial distinction. 

(d) Does not arise. 


UN8TAEEED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Classification of Adwinistrative and Ministerial Officers of the 
Postal Department. 

216. Mr. N. M. Joshi: 1 Will Government be pleased to say if the 
classification of administrative and ministerial officers was revised for 
ihe Postal Department in 1918? 

2. If so, will Government please give reasons for putting the entire non- 
gazetted officers under ministerial irrespective of class of work on which 
they are employed? 

8. Does not article 36 of the Civil Service Regulations require that classi- 
fication of officers ''Administrative” and "Ministerial” should be based on 
nature of work on which an officer is employed and is it not according to 
this rule that the subordinates in the Telegraph Branch are classified? 

4. Are not telegraphists and telegraph masters who are non-gazetted 
officers classed as administrative officers? 

6. Do Government propose to consider the question of declaring all 
K)fficerB in the selection grades of the Postal Department as "Administrative 
-officers**? 

The HonouraUe Sir Bhupendra Hath MUra: The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to the reply given to Mr. C. S. Ban^a Iyer’s starred 
yipestiQD IjTo. 1068 on the subject, on the 21st March 1927. 
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Obdee in which Demands eob Gbants , should be beouoht before - 

THE Assembly and the Ventilation of Gbibyancbs in 
, Voting thb Demands. 

216. Mx. M. K. Achaxya: Will the Government be pleased to state re- 
*garding the Budget Debate in the Assembly : 

(1) what the rules are for regulating the order in which the vanous 

Demands for Grants should be brought before the Assenp^bly? 

(2) what the rules are for regulating the nature of grievances that 

may be discussed under each Demand? 

(8) what the House of Commons* procedure is on the above points? 

Mr. L. Graham: (1) If there is any rule on the subject it is rule 44 (8) 
which provides that, subject to the rules, the Budget shall be presented in 
Buch form as the Finance Member may consider best fitted for its cimsi- 
deration by the Assembly. 

(2) The question as to what matters are relevant for discussion under 
each Demand is one for the Chair to decide. 

(3) The Honourable Member is referred to the chapter of May^s 
Parliamentary Practice, which deals with the^ voting of supply. 

E^tensiov of he Lir^a’y of t 'b ^ndian Leoislvtlte. 

217 Sir Darcy Lindsay: (a) Will Government please state what steps 
they propose to take in the matter of providing Members with an up-to- 
date library of books in the noble building that has been erected for the 
purpose? 

{b) What annual amount of money is to be provided towards the pur- 
chase of new books? 

Mr. L. Graham: (a) The Government have always contemplated that 
there would be a considerable extension of the Library after the construc- 
tion of the new building was completed. Government propose to leave 
the selection of books as heretofore to a Library Committee consisting of 
Members of both Chanlbers. 

(b) The grant for the purchase of boolfb for the Library for 1927-28 is 
Eb 3,000. 


THE CtJEEENCY BILL— conW. 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further consideration of 
the motion of Sir Basil Blackett that the Currency Bill as amended be 
passed. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, I do not wish to prolong the agony of this debate more than I can 
help ; but since the Benches opposite have got all that they wanted, since 
they are in the transports of delight at having put India economically qpe 
generation back, they might at least allow us to shed one last tear ovar 
the woes of those who will be sorely tried and hard hit by tUs legisltation. 
Sir, yesterday I tfied to show the results of this legislation on our public 
*finance8— on our level of taxation, on our currency reserves and oo, 
public debt. I was saying yesterday that, so far as I could wdii ii oat. 

f ^ 
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66 per cent, of the expenditure of the Government of India was such 
that, it could not be adjusted to the new ratio; it will 
remain at the old rate involving additional taxation though in a concealed 
form owing to the appreciated rupee. This is the fifth attempt that has 
been made by the Government of India to get over their budget difficulties 
through the lever of exchange. The first attempt in 1879 had failed. The 
second in 1886 also failed. It succeeded at last in 1898; the evils of the 
appreciated rupee were then described by the late Mr. Gokhale, by llomesh 
Chander Dutt, by De^labhai Naoroji and others who were no friends of the 
capitalists, and than whom there are no more honoured names in this 
country ; even if they were wrong, I would rather follow them than be- 
right with the people opposite, because I know they spoke from the’r heart 
and they spoke from their knowledge. Mr. llomesh Chander Dutt had 
more knowledge of the agriculturists in this country in his little finger than 
there can be in the heads of all the gentlemen opposite. The third attempt 
having I succeeded, we thought exchange had been settled once for all in 
relar.ion to gold ; but the moment an opportunity occurred in 1920, another, 
and fourth attempt, was made to raise the rupee. That partly succeeded. 
'This Bill is the fifth attempt and it is now only a question of a, few hours 
when we will be irretrievably committed. But this attempt is by no 
means the last; there is every danger that another attempt may be made 
on i tuture occasion, if necessary. The speeches on the Benches opposite 
and the Eeport of this Currency Commission leave no room for doubt in 
this matter. They will lack of a possib lity of a rise in the price 
of silver, and of the likely consequences of such a rise on the relation of 
the rupee to gold. If the rupee is really a token coin, if the rupee is 
merely a note printed on silver, then surely I cannot understand how a 
rise in the price of silver can ever mean any difference in its relation to 
the gold as it is contended it might. If occasion occurs and it becomes 
necessary, the appreciation of the rupee by two pence more is bv no means 
ruled out and all the travail that we will be going through now for at least 
10 or 12 years mav have to be repeated in the future. That is the reason 
why I submit this House should take warning betimes and yet, even now at 
this stage, throw out this Bill. (Mr. K, Ahmed: “Too late.“) Yes, I feel 
quite clear, almost certain, that*it is too late. But still, in the hope which 
is a forlorn hope, I must make this last effort. 

Sir, it is claimed that our iiipee expenditure is the same, that if possible 
it has decreased in terms of rupees. But I will ask a simple question. If 
you are paying four notes to-day, each of five rupees, by way of taxation, 
and to-morrow if you are made to pay three notes, by way of taxation, 
does it always follow that your burdens have decreased? If these four notes 
are each of Es. 6 and the three notes are each of Es. 10, then although 
the number of the notes may have decreased, your burden has increased. 
4x8=20; three is one less than four, but 3x10=30. The numerals iiA 
these figures are not alone to be looked at, the unit is equally important. 
It is the cumulative effect of the unit and the numerals that will give 
the true picture. Each rupee now represents 8’47 grains of gold as against 
7*68 that it used to represent before. Is it any wonder that if we have to 
pay erne grain of gold more for every rupee of taxation, the nominal receipts- 
ftom taxation might remain the same but the burden will have increased* 
I shall now coni^ider the effect of this Bill on those who possess, gold and" 
have kept it as a store of value. This gold will by a single stroke of the- 
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pen come down by 12} per cent, in value. Last time I looked at the 
fi^?ure8 of the total imports of gold into this country. Those figures were 
£250,000,000. That gold was imported at Es. 15, at any rate a large part 
of it, and subsequently also much has been imported. Whatever portion 
of that has been imported at Es. 16 value will by this Bill come down by 
12 i per cent, without any crime havng been committed by the bonders 
of that gold. They will be robbed of 12} per cent, of its value. Simi- 
larly, the silver hoards of the people will be reduced by 12} cent, and 
yet they will be called upon to bear higer burdens. 

Now, Sir, I will now detain the House only so far 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Eajshahi Division : Muhammadan Eural) : The agricul- 
turists are not holders of gold. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: Not many unhappily. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Very few. 

Mr.if ITamnadas M. Mehta: Now, Sir, I will come to the agricultur'st for 
whom my friend Mr. K. Ahmed still seems to have some feeling left. I 
will appeal to you to see what this Bill means to the agriculturist. The 
number of agriculturists m this country according to the census of 1921 and 
the figures reproduced in the Statistical Abstract of India for 1923-24 — ^the 
number of agriculturists according to the Census of 1921 was 23 crores. 
Out of these 23 crores the number of people who actually till the soil, not 
merJy who are wage-earners or farm labourers, was 17 crores and 81 
lakhs — the actual tillers of the soil who prosper if the produce of the land 
fetches more and who suffer if the produce of the land falls. Sir, the 
agricultural labourers also, whose number is 3 crores and 79 lakhs, rise or 
fall according as agriculture is down or up. I have got the figures of the 
Bombay Presidency actually worked out. I find from a publication by 
Mr Findlay Shirras — being the report of an inquiry into the agricultural 
wages in the Bombay Presidency — ^that the number of agriculturists, people 
who are actually employed in agriculture, was 50 lakhs out of a population 
of 1 crore and 79 lakhs in the Bombay Presidency. These 50 lakhs were 
divided into 34 lakhs of people who work on their own land and 16 lakhs 
of pejple who work on the lands of others. Out of these 16 lakhs a large 
number receive their wages not in cash but in kind. This is mentioned on 
page 3 of Mr. Findlay Shirras' book that the wages of the agriculturists 
were in grains and not always in cash. Therefore, these 60 lakhs of people 
depend di’^ectly on the prosperity or adversity in agriculture, and w'hen 
you remember that one man represents at least three persons — a wife and 
a child — then these 60 lakhs become 150 lakhs or out of a population of 
nearly 1 crore and 79 lakhs in the Bombay Presidency, 1 crore and 60 
lakh< are directly maintained by agriculture, and the remainder depend on 
industries, trade, public service and other professions. The All-India figures 
from the Statistical Abstract for India lead to the same conclusion. This 
means that 17 crores and 31 lakhs are the actual tillers of the soil and 
the remaining 8 croreis and 79 lakhs of farm labourers and wage-eaniers are 
in the same boat. The fact that agriculture must suffer as a necessary 
result of the appreciated rupee will be borne out by a reference to the 
Labour Gazette of Bombay. The other day we heard so much of the rlw 
in the price of pulses and cotton. I will now show that although the OVerJ^ 
age cost of living is 166 as against 100 in 1914, the agroultur’st does 
jpeeive Es. 155 wher6 he used to get Bb. IOO in 1914. It !f 
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he recViveB Bs. 155 now that he can be said to be on an equality. Aooord> 
mg to the Labour Gazette the price of rice in 1914 was Bfil. 100, in 1927 — 
February, i.e., the latest — ^it is 184. In wheat against 100 in 1914 it is 
IBO to-day. In jowar, which is the staple food of a large number of people, 
as against 100 in 1914 it is 137; bajri 184; gram 166 — ^that is the only 
thing • which has risen up to the average — tuar dal 161 ; sugar (gur) 
167. These are the prices of the articles which the agriculturist receives 
for his produce as against the cost of living which according to the Labour 
Gaziftte is 155 to-(^y. So, it is quite clear that the agriculturist is paying 
155 while he is making 135. I shall deal with cotton separately. My 
fiiend Mr. Aney who comes from Berar and is therefore interested in 
the lot of the cotton grower has passed to me a letter containing the 
\iews of a gentleman associated with the co-operative societies. This 
gentleman writes to the Co-operative Societies, warns them against the 
coming danger and suggests to them to be cautious wh le giving loans to 
the .eptton growers because he says the prices of cotton will down. 
This was done last year in May and it is really surprising in how prophe- 
tic a vein this gentleman wrote: 

** I venture to suggest the desirability of adopting frcth now a restrictive policy in 
financing the Societies in cotton areas. 

Why? 

“ My reasons/* 
he says, 

** for offering this suggestion are that there has been a steady continuous decline in 
the prices of cotton which have now definitely gone below the level of Rs. 330 per 
candy. It is at present fluctuating round about 330.** 

He was talking in May, 1926 : 

** If no unexpected factor operate^ to cause violent fluctuations in the cotton 
market I anticipate a further decline and considering the situation as a whole, the 
prices may not get stablised till the level of 275 or 250 is reached. This is likely to 
occur in the course of a single year ** 

— imd that is so to-day, — 

** and in any case will seriously affect the recoveries from the next season.” 

He is now warning the Co-operative Societies against lending to the agricul- 
turist : 

” Even with the present prices *’ 

— ^mind you, even with the present prices, which were 880 — 

** Even with the present prices the extra profits which the cotton growers were 
getting for nearly a decade have disappeared and with a level below 300 the majority 
of cotton growers will be selling their produce at or below the cost of producUon.^* 

He says this when the price level was Ks. 800 a candy. To-day it is some- 
thing lyte Rs. 260 a candy. If the cotton grower was selling below the 
ccM^t of production with Rs. 800 a candy, at Rs. 250 he must be 
gilgering m further loss of Rs. 60 a candy, and this in the words of a ffentle- 
xnan who apparently is in the most direct and intimate touch with the 
cotton growing airea. ^ 

Ifr; VL MaMi li is 4 ttnail piseentegc of the poptdatlon. 
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Hr. Jamiiadaa M. Hehta: ** The changes in the habits of cotton nowers and 
.ihfiir fwm organisations brought about by a temporary prosperity of nearly a decade 
are of such a nature and the coming depression would be of such intensity that it wm 
take the cultivators a period of about seven years to adjust themselves to the altered 
conditions. Cautious measures are suggested to tide over safely this period. 

In my opinion the crisis has already begun and its effects will be felt at the time 
01 marketing the crop of the next season. (They are being felt.) 

So far as the co-operative movement is concerned substitution of cereals for cotton 
and consequent reduced cash requirements and reduced ability for cash repayment#^ 
,may be anticipated. It may also be anticipated that the cotton growers will have 
tc be un(^er great prcosure for a long period and the work of recovery frozi||.the 
members will prove increasingly difficult. I also anticipate a considerable unem]poy- 
*ment and the families of small holders depending for extra incomes on engagement as 
ploughmen, etc., will be hit very hard. The effect of the depression, in ordinary 
course, will be greater on the short staple zones but even in other zones my informa- 
tion shows that the cultivators are inconvenienced even with the existing level of 
prices. Very satisfactory recovery during this season with an increased demand for 
the ensuing season may be taken as a definite sign of impending difficulties. 

My dranite suggestions are that financing may be regulated on calculating the 
returns at about Ks. 60 lower than the current ruling prices and that a very close 
scrutiny of demands of the societies in the area under cotton may be made before 
further instalments of loans are advanced. 

I am inclined to write on this subject as I felt that any crisis in the Societies- 
in the cotton tracts will react on the whole credit movement of the province. I had 
been anticipating these developments for the last three years and have ventured 
to invite your attention to it now as I think that it has reached a critical stage.*’ 

This is the opinion of a gentleman who knows what he is talking 
about, and to-day all the co-operative societies, so far as my infor- 
mation goes, are acting on this cautious and restricted policy of loan- 
ing money to the agriculturist. What does it imply? That his land 
whose value for the purpose of loans stood higher before the appreciated 
ratio has gone down in value. That means that the amount of money 
tnat the agriculturist can borrow on that land will be less, and if his 
liabilities continue high as they are bound to continue until adjustment 
takes place, then he will require more loans and he will be able to get 
less. The result would be that he would be unable to finance his 
opei.i*^ion8 and evictions, ejections and landlessness will be the inevitable 
lot of the average agriculturist in this country under la. fid. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Quote the netme of that co-operative society. 

• 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I do not know its name, but my Honour- 
aVie friend Mr. Aney has satisfied me that the letter is from a thoroughly 
authoritative source. I shall now turn to industries; conditions there 

are qaite identical. The price of raw materials and the price of stores 
will decrease to some extent but the price of labouTi the price of depre- 
ciation, the price of interest charges, rates, taxes, insurance, all these 

the case of industries would remain the same as in the matter 

of agriculture. The prices of stores will, according to my Honourable* 
friend, Sit Victor Sassoon, go down by only- 6 per cent. Interoski 

charges will remain the same, the wages will remain the same, taxe|^, 
insurance, etc., will reniain the saine, and wl^atever cannot be adjusted^ 
the brunt of the bu;rden must fall on the profits of the investor and we 
6t labcRir/ will he hit tierii dusrifl^ the Aest ieteii W 
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years when the adjustment will be going on. 1^ have here some 
t^egrams collected from newspapers — ^a mere randum collection from 
rewspapers, not a deliberate collection — ^to show how the wmd blows. 
Much has been said about the wages of labour and Qovemment have 
professed a great deal of anxiety for the wages of the wage-earners. ThiS 
enthusiasm m the interests of labour is certainly* very welcome, but 
when, in fact, it is used as a cover for hitting labour and hitting every 
other interest in this country, the value that is to be placed on these 
professions has to be considerably discounted. Sir, 1 represent a con- 
stiihiency where labour forms one-fourth or one-fifth of the population 
and my sympathies with labour and the wage-earners are more genuine, 
they cannot be less genuine than anybody else's. If the wage-earner 
lives and flourishes, if he prospers, no heart can be more glad than mine; 
but 1 can visualise the terrible positive effects on the wage-earner of 
this process of adjustment. His wages will be reduced, but the re- 
duction may be surreptitious even as this rise in the exchange^^^as been 
This* reduction can take place in five ways. There may be a reduction 
of the number of workers employed. Individual wages may be lessened. 
Insistence on a larger amount of work for the same wages will 
also mean reduction of wages. Extension of hours of work will also 
mean reduction of wages. Curtailment of holidays, leave and other 
rights hitherto enjoyed will also mean an indirect curtailment of wages, 
and all these are going on, aul they will begin now in right earnest. I 
will take the reduction of wages proposed in the Great Indian Pen nsula 
jRailway Wadi Bunder staff. There the staff has protested against the 
contemplated retrenchment and the protest is published in the Daily Mail 
of Bombay, dated the 19th January 1927. The resolution passed by the 
workers and wage-earners was to the effect that; 

** inasmuch as the present hours of work at Wadi Bunder were unduly long and as 
there was already a heavy pressure of work on the staff retrenchment among the 
subordinate members of the staff was thought to be highly unjustified.” 

Retrenchment, that is, cutting down the staff, is one way of reduc- 
ing labour. I now come to Madras. I have a telegram dated the 12th 
February published in the Times of India of the 14th February. It 
relates to the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills. It Is stated that: 

” the management had a proposal before it to reduce the number of operatives. The 
news caused panic amongst them and 600 operatives struck work on Friday after- 
noon ”, 

end the result is not yet known. Let me come to the case of the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway staff. A telegram dated 
26th February, 1927, from Ahmedabad appears in the Times of India of 
the 1 7th February. A memorial has been sent on behalf of the staff 
by Mr. Vallabhai Patel, President of the Association. Reduction in 
the scales of pay of goods train drivers, reversions to lower grades under 
the pretext of high consumption of coal and other grounds are opposed. 
This is the adjustment that is going on. Then I come to the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway strike. Among all the literature that we have read, 
about this, one particular matter arrests my attention on the present 
oodasion and that is this. One reason for the strike was that dismissals 
Mfcra taking pl^oe on the most jterivial gromids; shout 37 employigif 
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ibm| of whiotm had put in more than 20 years' service were suddenly re- 
dticed ip . pay, whi^e 20 chowkidsirs were summarily dismissed. This is 
the process of adjustment. It is going on in labour, in industries, axul 
in railways; and will result in inevitable reduction of men and their wages, 
because after all the staying cap^ity of the workman is very limited and 
in that struggle he gener^ly gets completely beaten and then apoepts what- 
ever he gets. The results of the strikes in the Bombay I^sidency 
during the last year tell the same tale. I have them from the Labour 
Oazette. From February, 1926 to January, 1927, a period of 12 months, 
the number of strikes in the Bombay Presidency was 62. The strikes 
occurred not , in one place but in Viramgam, Ahmedabad, Chalisgoiihi, 
Poona, Bombay, Kalyan, Nadiad, Ohatkopar, Broach, etc., that is scattered 
all oyer the Presidency. What is the result of these strikes? I may 
mention here that most of these strikes related to the reduction of wages 
or increase in hours of work or some other surreptitious way of reducing the 
wage-earner's emoluments, and the result was — ^that is the most material 
point — that out of 62 strikes, 5 of which are still running, 44 were entirely 
imfavourAble to workers, 11 favourable to workers, 2 entirely favourable* 
to workers. So 44 cases or nearly 73 per cent, of the strike, ended entirely 
in favour of the employers, which means that the worker was beaten, that 
he was hard put to it and that he had no staying power any further. This 
is the adjustment that is going on, that will go on ; and yet we are told that 
this Bill is for the benefit of the wage-earner. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Did not the Honourable Member 
tell us yesterday that the adjustment had not begun? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: 1 have said that it has scarcely begun, if 
that is any consolation to the Honourable Member. Similarly, there is a 
strike in the Emperor Edward Mill in Bombay. There also reduction in 
rates and compulsory wedding contributions were the causes of the 
strike. That strike is still going on. This inevitable process will be a 
prolonged and embittered struggle in which the worker will be beaten. 
The same will be the case in respect of agriculturists. Hundreds of 
them will be evicted. Many will become landless beggsurs and the rest 
will be simply living on a pittance or will be starving; and yet the griev- 
ances of this large number of people, 17 crores and 3 crores and 79 
lakhs, do not arrest the attention of the Finance Member. When the 
watch dog himself begins to devour the sheep entrusted to his care, 
there is no hope for the flock, and T know it is entirely useless to appeal 
to the Finance Member. 

Now, Sir, I shall turn to the adjustments that are going on in trade 
and industries. Mr. A. Geddes, the outgoing Chairman of the Bombay 
Millowners Association said the other day that the year just ended had 
unfortunately again proved to be one of unrelieved depression for tlie 
industry. The k>tal losses incurred in the Bombay city amounted to 
lis. 8 crores. It was not yet possible to say what tlie losses will be 
this year, but that the losses will be very heavy was apparent. 
Several mills were forced into liquidation owing to the extent of their 
losses, others only surviving the same fate by securing financial assist- 
appe from their managing agents. Among . private traders also insol v- 
endp^has been' on a large scale. I have come across a telegram from 
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Hyderabad, Sind, dated the let' February. I notice that Mr. HarobanSrai 
ik^not here. Otherwise he will a|)preciate what follows. A firm, established 
W years ago, of bankers and produce merchants have appointed on^ Mr.. 
Musiii Bam as ndn-offioial receiver of their property^ Several middle 
•aid poor class people will come to distress. It is understood that the 
failure of the firm will be followed by several other bankruptcy applico* 
tions and there is great panic and scare. If Honourable Members will 
read the Government Gazette that we receive every Saturday or Monday, 
xliey will find that the list of insolvencies is growing. Only two indus- 
tries flourish as a result of this higher exchange, that is the industry of 
making people insolvent and the industry of the usurer. The other day 
I was reading a publication called the Statistics of the Sea-borne Trade of 
India in the calendar year 1926. It shows that our sea-borne trade has been 
reduced by 15 per cent, and 16 per cent, means a loss of over 80 crores, 
•and out of this the loss on the export trade alone was 75 crores. We 
could have got more if the rupee was not appreciated. Sir, instances 
could I be multiplied but this single instance ought to suffice. 

And now I come to the cumulative effects of these various descrip- 
tions that I have given. Sir, the agriculturist of this country is an 
individual who deserves every sympathy and encouragement that this 
country or its Government can give him. Ever living on the brink of 
starvation, ever immersed in debt, always a victim in turn of the sowcar 
and the sircar, always exposed to the vagaries of the monsoon, 
working in summer and winter, and rain, this individual ought to de- 
serve at the hands of this Government and this country the utmost 
sympathy and the greatest assistance that he can receive. But is that 
being done? While on the one hand we have the appointment of the 
Agricultural Commission, on the other, the whole agricultural population 
of this country is being put to .i period of prolonged and severe strain and 
Qi'=’treas. The poor man who uses a postcard has now got to pay two 
pice whore he paid only one I am afraid he will now have to pay a 
further burden of 12 J per cent Similarly, while we are waiting to reduce 
the ^duty on salt as a result of the higher exchange the salt duty instead 
of being 1-4-0 will be at 1-6-6 per maund. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Will the Honourable Member 
tell me what it will be in terms of commodities? 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: It will depend on what and how much the 
peasant buys. He rarely buys anything except a little kerosene oil, a little 
fiur (raw sugar), a little salt and a little cloth. These are the limits of 
his purchases His house, if you will come with me into the country, 
is a thatched roofless shed. In that house the only furniture are his 
children, himself and his wife. That is the condition of the poor agri- 
culturist. He rarely buys even this kerosene if he can help it and the 
exchange policy will now drive this individual to a prolonged period of 
strain and starvation. Postage, railways, salt, and last but not the 
least land revenue of 36 crores will have to be paid at an increased gold 
value of 12J per cent, until the next revisional settlement comes into 
being. Even the heart of the Chairman of this Commission which wy 
steeled against justice has admitted the force of this contention. 
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l|r. K. Ahmed: There is not much force in your speech. 

Mr, .Jamnadae M, Mehla: And to take from this agriculturist direct- 
ly nearly 4 crores of rupees a year in this concealed manner is to my 
mind the Jieight of inhumanity. And yet that is going to the result ci 
this appreciated rupee until the new settlements are arrived at. The 
tax-payer all round will be paying more taxation in this surreptitioua 
manner. The poor man's postcard already costing double of what it used 
to cost in pre-war times will be costing 12J per cent, more without his 
knowing it. The 100 crores of the receipts from the Kailways will re- 
present 12J per cent, of concealed taxation on the traveller and the trad- 
er. Instances can in this manner be multiplied showing how in every 
<^irection additional taxation will be levied through the dodge of higher 
exchange. The effects of economic laws are inexorable and they wiU be 
reflected all round in a depressed agriculture, industry, trade and com- 
merce and in a general economic depression. Industrial activity will be 
paralysed. Insolvencies will multiply among traders and business men 
by the forced reduction of the value of stocks. Unemployment will follpw 
as a necessary corollary of the depression in industry and a whole genera- 
tion will be financially and economically crippled before this higher ratio 
will become truly effective. The only advantage as against these colossal 
losses and huge distress will be to the finances of the Government, who will 
continue to show for a few years surplus Budgets and superficial signs of* 
prosperity. The jubilation of the Finance Member over the exchange sur- 
pluses can well be compared to the fiddling of Nero when Borne was burning. 
If w<^ had a national Government, 8ir, we could have appealed to them to 
desist from so hazardous a course. But our destinies are in the hands of 
a coterie of foreigners, and they act as the representatives of the British 
capitalists settled here as well as working from abroad. To relieve the 
(’Overnment from budgetary embarrassments, to increase by a stroke of 
the pen the emolumonls of the aliens who already get the most extrava- 
gant salaries, to benefit the importers of luxuries by making imports 
cheaper to give a premium of 12^ per cent, to the remitter of profits trora 
tins country, these and similar arc the objects of the appreciated rupee. 
In the name of the poor and bleeding agriculturists and peasants of 
this country, in tlio name, of the tax-payer 'already ground down by heavy 
imposts, in the name of the infant industries of this couni ry and in tha 
name of the economic and industrial welfare of India as a whole, I appeal 
to the House, even at this stage, to throw out this Bill and show that the 
interests of this country are dear to our hearts. (Applause.) 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakuid^is (Indian Merchants' Chamber: Indian 
Commerce): Sir, we are at the final stage of consideration of this Bill. 
As a rule this final stage is utilized by Members of this House to wish God- 
speed to the legislation which has undergone the first two readings. For 
obvious reasons, I neitjier can, nor do I wish to, stand up to-day to wdsli 
this Bill that God-speed. But whilst I cannot agree, Sir, with the Bill 
as it will emerge from this House before long, I bear no spite to it, and 
tb.^ best wish that I can wish to the country as a result of the passing of 
thi*; Bill by this House is that the painful process of adjustment through 
which the country will have to pass owing to la. fid. being put on the 
Statute-book may be as little felt by the country as nature may possibly 
allo?^. It is not necessary for me to go into the various reasons why I, 

h 2 
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think that the process of adjustment is by no means complete. The Hon-v 
oufable the Finance Member interrupted my Honourable fnend Mr. Jamna- 
das Mehta and reminded him that on a previous occasion my Honourable*' 
hriend may have stated that he did not believe that adjustment had eyeU' 
started. 1 am sure the Honoiurable the Finance Member has till now failed' 
to prove the extent to which adjustment has been completed; and as far as 
wages are concerned, Sir, 1 do not think that the Finance Member and 
myself will be in wide disagreement when I say that it is at the best 
just beginning; and that was the burden of what Mr. Jamnadas Mehta 
was trying to prove. 

But I did not wish, Sir, and would have very much disliked, to have 
to put before the House any more details regarding various aspects of 
the Bill but for the fact of the very exceptional and peculiar procedure that 
has been adopted by Government in the consideration of this legislation. 
Insfecid of bringing up this Bill at the beginning of this Session, the 
Government elected deliberately to cause a delay of 40 days, and when the 
Bill was brought up before the House on the 7th of this month, one 
section of the House began to be very impatient, Sir, at any remarks which 
Members from this side of the House made. T admit that we all want to 
get away from Delhi as soon as possible, but I submit with all humiliation 
that the method in which the Government chose to arrange the considera- 
tion of this Bill has not been to the credit of the Government.^ In this con- 
nection, therefore. Sir, I feel that there are certain explanations which aro 
duo from the Finance Member to this House, and especially. Sir, to the 
public of this country, before the final reading of this Bill can be allowed 
to go through. I therefore propose — and this is exceptional too at a third^ 
reading — ^to remind him, before I resume my seat of a few explanations 
which he owes to this House. 

But before I do that I would. Sir, like to notice the apology of courtesy 
which the Finance Member was good enough to offer to Members of this 
House yesterday with regard to any hasty or any angry word that he may 
have said during the debate on this Bill. As one who has taken a promi- 
nent part — ^if people like to put it so — ^in connection with impressing upon 
the country the great necessity of having la. 4d on the Statute and not 
1«. 6d., may I hasten to return the courtesy to the Finance Member and 
assure him that nothing that I either said, did or wrote was meant to be 
an insult to him or in any way to be taken by him as personal (Applause.) 
I assure the Honourable Member, Sir, that there are few in this House 
who have a higher opinion of the Finance Member's abilities than I have 
But that does not mean, Sir, that T am to endorse his opinions when T 
feel honestly and stronglv that the action that he is taking — ^be it under 
stress of circumstances, be it under any other considerations of which I 
may not be aware — can bo either tolerated or put up with By us. I feel. 
Sir, that the Finance Member has since 1923, in spite of the deliberate 
opposition of the Indian commercial community and especially, Sir, of the 
constituency which I have the honour to represent in this House, — the 
Finance Member has with the support of the European commercial bodies 
in this country been carrying on a policy which can only he adequatelv 
described as a bold and exciting experiment with the currency system of 
this country. Sir, in the wide British Empire no country which had fjiy 
powers of self-rule was open to the British Government for an experiment 
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of the nature which has been carried on in India. No country, Sir, could 
have tolerated this. 1 am aware of some Crown Colonies whejre the 
« currency has been appreciated over the pre-war ratio. The Finance Meila- 
*' ber obliged me the other day by reminding me of Siam. I am very sorry 
that that is the estimate of the Finance Member of India over the financial 
fortunes of winch country he has had the honour of presiding during these 

N years. I say, and I say it with all the emphasis I cm 

command, that no major country in the world has been treated m 
. the way in which India has been treated during the last five years, and it 
is a pity that this House has, under the peculiar circumstances of our con- 
stitution, Sir, endorsed it even though it be by a small majority of three 
votes. And, Sir, at this stage 1 should like to take up the point which the 
Finance Member made a point of great grievance against me in particular, 
although he did not name me, and against Members on this side of the 
House. He yesterday complained that there were people on this side of 
the House who made it a grievance that 25 million pounds worth of gold 
resources of India were chucked away by him. May I repeat it to him, 
with all humiliation, but with all the emphasis at my command, I repeat 
that charge again. T say that the Finance Member by following the policy 
which he has followed has deliberately frittered away India’s gold resources 
to the extent of 25 million pounds and he has done that only for one pur- 
pose and one alone, namely, to maintain the Is. 6rf. ratio. Sir, the Finance 
Member asked ‘‘What is wrong about it? T collected those 25 million 
pounds for you during the previous two or three years. I kept them in 
London and T have used them for the purpose for which I collected them. 
I parted with the gold resources of India in order to maintain the Is. 6d. 
ratio.” Now, Sir, I do not wish in any way to annoy the Finance Member, 
but all that I can say is that that explanation is nothing short of adding in- 
sult in the injury done to India. It is bad enough to have frittered away 25 
million pounds worth ofi our gold resources; but it is an insult to this House 
to try to justify it and say “because I collected it in the past two years, 
I am justified in having frittered it away.” I submit that if the Finance 
Member collected 25 million pounds of our gold resources in the previous 
two years, any other country similarly placed as India which had a Finance 
Member would have done that. If there was not an ineffective ratio on 
the Statute, if the Government of India had not persisted in keeping the 
ineffective ratio on the Statute of 2 shillings to the rupee, these 26 million 
pounds need not have remained in London in the form of sterling securities 
in the Paper Currency Eeserve, but might have come to India as gold. 
Now, what was it that justified the Finance Member and the Government 
of India parting with these in a manner which was avoidable? Is it con- 
tended, Sir, that they had the consent of the Assembly in order to maintain 
the 1«. 6d. ratio? It was all done by executive action, and T submit again 
that that charge will always lie at the door of the Finance Member of 
the Government of India in the year 1926-1927 that in order to maintain a 
ratio which was pre-conceived and pre-arranged between the India OflSce 
and the Government of India, 26 million pounds worth of India’s gold 
resources were deliberately, and avoidably, frittered away. 

But I have one explanation and one apology to make. It is a subject 
which you know. Sir, and you spoke to me about it. Mr. E. L. Price t6 
whom I referred on the 8th of March Has written to me and pointed ont 
^hat my quotation from his correspondence in the newspaper as giVen 
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’pag^ 1891 of the Proceedings of the Assembly of 8th March 1927 ia due 
to an error. I there said, Sir, that Mr. Price had said: 

“ that the salaried Kuropean with children to educate in England regards Bombay’s 
action as Utile short of criminal.** ^ 

Bombay’s action, Sir, in this matter was that a few people in Bombay took 
the lead in pressing fot the la. 4d. ratio. Mr. E. L. Price, writing to me 
on the 15th of March, points out • . . 

Mr. He O. Cocke (Bombay European): This year? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: After this quotation was made me. 

Mr. He O. Cocke: Wlmt \car? 1921? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Did my Honourable friend think that I 
gave the quotation of 1926^ T was not in India in March 1926: 

» ‘ The quotation you now refer to was the StatesmarC s own comment on my state- 
ment that Government in October 1924 had prevented the rate rising above 1^. 6d. 
1 am in no way responsible for that comment. I repeat my assurance that I never 
said or wiote anything of the kind and that I never even considered such a point as 
affecting the issue. I shall be obliged if you can see your way to clear me from the 
imputation.*’ 

I hold i^ my hand a cutting from the Staiesman of Calcutta, dated Decem- 
ber 14th, 1926, from which I took the quotation made by me on the 8th 
instant. The particular sentence appeared to me and has appeared to 
several other friends to whom I have shown this cutting as being a quota- 
tion from Mr. Price’s letter. I now have great pleasure in saying that this 
is not a quotation from Mr. Price’s letter, but it is the opinion expressed 
by the editor of the Statesman in one of the small leading articles or small 
notes editorially published in that paper. 

Ur. E. Abmed: But Mr. Moore differed from you 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: It does not matter. Let my Honour- 
able friend follow this, and keep quiet if he wants to get on faster 
(Laughter). 

ITow, Sir, I particularly and specffically want to ask the Finance Member 
if ho thinks he has treated this House and especially this part of the 
House even with sorne consideration which was due if hie wanted Members 
to consider the question fairly and without prejudice, if he has treated us 
fairly when he asked to be allowed to waive his right of reply to the debate 
on the ratio amendment which necessitated his omitting to give replies to 
the six questions which I had put him and which I understood he agreed 
to answer. IsTeed I repeat. Sir, those questions? I would rather not repeat 
the questions, because I think they may take more time. Those questions 
are printed on page 1804 of the proceedings of the 7th March. May I ask 
if he is prepared to give us replies to those questions, because whatever the 
result of the voting may be, I think it is due to those who hold the opinion 
that Is. 4d. •was right that the Finance Member’s replies to these questions 
should be on record? 

My friend Mr. Moore said, Sir, that if you had the lower ratio of Is. 4d. 
on the Statute, you depreciate the silver savings of India. That was on 
the 7th March. I interrupted him and asked whether he really thought 
that with the lower ratio of Is. id. on the Statute the silver hoardings ot 
savings of the poor masses of India about whom he undoubtedly is so- 
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solicitous were depreciated. ^ Mr. Moore then said thcA he thought that 
the silver hoardings in the shape of rupees would be depreciated, and he 
estimated that these silver rupees hoarded by the masses of India may be 
in the neighbourhood of 100 crores. May I put it to Mr. Moore whether, 
if he is so very anxious about the rupee coin being depreciated by the ratin 
of la. 4d., Mr. Moore will agree with me that the silver ornaments of the 
masses of India undoubtedly are depreciated in rupees at the higher ratio 
of is. 6d., and if my friend agrees with me there, may I ask him to make 
a very rough calculation — and I know he has a very efficient staff in his 
office for that purpose — as to what is the amount of silvbr ornaments and 
other silver holdings of the people of India as against 100 crores of coin 
rupees which he estimates the masses have in hoard? I am sure he will 
find that the amount of silver ornaments and other silver hoardings go 
Into multiples of 100 crores of rupees. But there is one thing more. 
Even that 100 crores of rupee coins which my Honourable friend Mr. Moore 
estimates, I submit to him is an exaggeration and at best only a figure 
which can be classed as guess work; the other figure regarding the value 
of silver ornaments is a matter of practical knowledge of anybody Mr. Moore 
mav choose to consult. So if Mr. Moore is anxious that the silver savings 
and ornaments of the masses of India should not be depreciated, I suggest 
to my Honourable friend that he does exactly thi^ by voting for la. fid. 
And the harm he thus causes to the masses is much greater because the 
coined rupees are estimated by him at 100 crores at the best, while the 
silver ornaments are worth several times that. 

The Honourable the Finance Member asked me if I thought la. 4d. 
gold had been effective for the best part of 26 or 28 years, from 1898 up to 
date. I suggested to him that when he differed from me he was thinUng 
of la. 4d. sterling in the intermediate period. I should like to get clear 
about this. There is not room for difference of opinion. From 1898 tc 
1917 we were round about la. 4d. gold. The whole question is,‘ what hap- 
pened between 1917 and 1921. I have got, Sir, certain charts and certain 
other material available to me, which show that, barring a very short period^ 
la. 4(i. gold and the proximity of la. 4d. gold was what the exchange rata 
ruled at; but even for this I would appreciate official figures from the 
Finance Member for the record of this House, and I request the Finance 
Member to give us figures regarding la. 4d. gold and not regarding la. 4d. 
sterling. It is known that since October 1924, when la. 4d. gold was 
deliberately passed over by the Government of India, as it now turns out to 
be by arrangement with the India Office, it has been higher than la. 4(1. 
gold. 

My Honourable colleagues Mr. ^Birla and Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and 
I took considerable pains to prepare this statement showing the rupee 
expenditure and the expenditure of the Government of India converted into 
go^d at the rates of exchange ruling according to Government statistics again 
on the 1st of March each year. The years are 1928-24, 1924-25, 1925 -20, 
1926-27 and 1927-28. Several Members from this side of the House re- 
quested the Finance Member either to correct or to confirm this statement. 
The Honourable the Finance Member said that in another place he Had 
given a very full reply to this. I, not having seen a report of that reply 
at the time this question was raised, was unable" to say anything.^ I httve 
now in my hand a report of the Council of State debates of the 6th ICtoH* 
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1927. From page 467 thereof I see there is a small paragraph in which he 
Bays; 

** I have attempted during the oourse of to-day to work out a true oomparison 
iteiween our expenditure in 1922^^ and to-day,*’ 

und he then goes on to refer to the basis of 1914 prices, and he congratu- 
lates himself that the excess in commodity prices on the 1014 basis is its 
little as he makes it out to be. Even there one would have appreciated it, 
if he really wanted the Legislature of India to judge this question fully in 
the light of figures if he had put before us a statement prepared on parallel 
lines, or if he could have improved upon that, and let us decide which of 
the two methods of calculation was correct. But I wish. Sir, to ask the 
Honourable the Finance Member whether he is not adding to the con- 
fusion which already exists in the minds of some who have not had time 
to study this question by bringing in “commodity prices.'' Comparison 
with 1 1914, Sir, does not give, us any ideaf of this question. The whole com- 
parison is between 1923-24, which is the budget year perhaps coinciding 
with the report of the Inchcape Committee, or immediately following it, 
and the present one. Even if you go on the commodity prices since the 
1st of March 1923, and T remember that the report was subifiitted to His 
Excellency the Viceroy on the Ist of March 1923, the fall in world prices 
and in prices in India has been as follow’^s : In Great Britain on the 1st 
of March 1923 the index number of prices was 1G3. In December 1926 
it was 147. In America it was 159 in March 1923, and last November it 
was 148. In India on the 1st March 1923 the index number of prices was 
181, and last November, 1926, it was 146 Even from that point of view 
the rupee has been heavier, has been able to buy more, and I submit that 
there has been no reduction in expenditure in rupees on which the Finance 
Member can congratulate himself. I feel that the comparison by conver- 
sion of the rupee into gold at the current rate of exchange on a certain 
day in that year — and the Finance Member may if he chooses take any 
•other date instead of the 1st of March — is accurate and correct, and I 
can assure him that, before I and my friends pOt forward this statement, 
we gave very serious thought to it, and we were completely convinced that 
the argument which is made out by these figures is one which cannot bo 
easily met. At any rate I feel that the Finance Member might have met 
us by putting before us a statement calculated on the lines that he wished 
to make out. Even, speaking in the Council of State, he says : ** I 

have not got the exact figures’'. Surely, Sir, when we are considering the 
question of altering the standard of monetary unit in the country for ever 
hereafter, it was .almost the duty, if I may say so, of the Finance Member 
to put before us calculations on such basis as he thought was warranted. 

Sir, we have got to-day the Royal Agricultural Commission sitting. I 
have not the least doubt that any effort made by the Government of India 
to improve the lot of the agriculturist is welcome, but I wish, Sir, to read 
to the House just one paragraph from a letter which I received since I 
arrived here from a missionary gentleman not very far from here, who is 
Tunning special classes in order to give training in better agriculture to 
agriculturiats in the villages. He says in the letter, dated 19th February : 


I am most anxions al)ont the future of a^ioultnre and its enormous exports. 
These can only be paid for thronidi the usual bankins: system and that mnst clearly 
mean an intolerable loss to the farmer^ of India. What is the use of our teaching 
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improved fanning to the boys and trying to uplift the villager if his p^ofite are to 
be filched from him by ways and means that he cannot understand or tesist. It would 
be heart-breaking to carry on rural education for the purpose of bolstering up 
" budgets/*^ 

ThBt, Sir, does not come from an Indian politician; that, Sir, does not 
^conjie from a member of the Currency. League; that, Sir, comes from the 
heart of a white man, and all credit to him that he frankly declares that the 
method by which the 12J per cent, is being taken away from agriculturists 
in a manner that he cannot resist, discounts for years to come what little 
can be done by way of education or by way of providing the agriculturist 
of India with a little more up-to-date method of farming. I have. Sir, a 
tekgram from Karad, District Satara, from the Ogale Glass Works, manu* 
facturers of glassware and hurricane lanterns, who I understand manu- 
facture something like 1,000 lamps a day, similar to hurricane lanterns. 
They say : 

“ Our industry hard hit owing to proposed currency legislation, strongly oppose 
1.S'. 6d, rate, reversion to l>i. 4d. absolutely necessary.” 

Another one says and it is the IJirloskar Wadi people this time, the very 
enterprising manufacturers. Sir, of the Deccan. They say: 

” Our industry, specially bolts, threatened with extinction owing to proposed cur- 
rency legislation.* Strongly oppose 1«. 6d.” 

But, Sir, the strongest and perhaps the most touching wail comes from 
Jaipur. T received a telegram about the beginning of this month com- 
municating to me, Sir, the resolution passed at a meeting of merchants 
in Jaipur. That telegram was confirmed by a letter. The letter says: 

“ The principal industries of this town are : 

1. Manufacture of precious stones 

2. Painting 

3. Dyeing 

4. Artistic brassware. 

All these products are exported in large quantities to overseas markets, and since wC' 
are required to quote values in the ISnglish currency we now get only Rs. 13/6/4 
instead of Rs. 15 for every £ sterling. It is certainly in our discretion to raise prices 
so as to adjust them to the present ratio, but everywhere trade is so slack that w^ 
have to lower rates rather than think of increasing them and even then we can hardly 
induce any appreciable business. This cut of 10 to 14 per cent, as the case may be 
in the invoice value therefore practically forbids business and thousands of artisans 
have been thrown out of employment and acute misery prevails in the town.” 

Sir, &ince the ratio amendment of Is. 4d. was thrown out I have had during 
the four days* holiday last week an interview or rather a visit from the 
Assistant Secretary of the gold thread industry in Benares. He told me a 
tale, Sir, which made me feel very miserable. He said that in Benares the 
gold and silver thread industry which is the pride of India and is certainly 
the pride and a great source of prosperity in Benares till now, has been 
carrying on since the last two years vrith considerable difficulty. In 
Benares the bad effects of the 1«. 6d. ratio are now being perceived to be 8C 
onerous that the people concerned in this industry specially deputed him 
to interview legislators in Delhi. He said to me that although Is, 6d. 
has been prevalent for the last two years or so the people there were hop- 
ing that when the legislation comes up before the Assembly a change would 
be made; but that since the ratio amendment of my honourable friend 
Mr. J amnadas Mehta was thrown out those who are interested in importing 
this gold thread from abroad have got more bold and have begun to qvpM 
lower for imported articles. . This person who was specially . sent 
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Association told me that their great apprehension is that out of tha 
20,000 artisans in Benares affected, of whom half are Hindus and the other 
half are Muhammadans (Julaid), very nearly a considerable proportion will 
soon be on the unemployment list. 

E. Ahmed: They are all religious minded. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas*: That does not matter. You try to live 
on religion and let us see about it I Sir, I could not do better than direct 
this special messenger from Benares to the Department in whose care local 
and indigenous industries and local labour are; I directed him to the 
Honourable Member inv charge of Industries and Labour. But, Sir, the 
maleffects of this does not stop there. 

Mr. President: With what result^ 

81r Purshotamdas Thakurdas: The result was not so encouraging — ^that 
much I mav tell the House; but I have a sufficiently woeful tale to tell 
witnout this and I may leave the Benares weaver to the Honourable Mem- 
ber opposite. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Industries Member) : This 
gentleman did not come and see me. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I may supplement that by saying the 
gentleman informed me — and I have no reason to disbelieve him — that he 
called twice at the house “of the Honourable Member and that the first 
time he was told to come the following morning at 8, and when he went 
there again on the following morning, the patawala told him the Sahib had 
gone to the Lat Sahib I 

Mr. President: At 8 o'clock in the morning? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Yes, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: It was up to this gentleman 
to write and ask for an interview. As a matter of fact I received no letter 
from him. If he came to the house and talked to a patawala I do not 
know anything about it. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: There was no time to write a letter. The 
man went there himself and sent in his card.. I am quite prepared to 
believe that the Honourable Member knows nothing about it. Perhaps his 
personal assistant gave the visitor the reply. I have a letter from the 
Indian Merchants’ Association of Singapore dated 14th February, 1927. 
It says : 

“ T beg to inform you that the following Besolution was unanimously passed by 
the General Meeting of this Association held on the 12th instant * 

* This General Meeting of the Indian Merchants^ Association emphatically protest 
Sgainst the recommendations of the Indian Currency Commission to fix the rate of 
exchange at 1«. 6d. per rupee which will not only inflict untold iniury to the Indian 
trAde in this part of the world but will also adversely affect the thousands of wage- 
earners heie to the extent of Rs 20 on every hundred dollars remitted to India 

I have an elaborate memorandum here attached to the\ letter. I do not 
propose to trouble the House with that. 

Now, Sir, eigainst these opinions what have we* got? Against that of 
course we have the^^opinion of the Government of India who have endorsed the 
Majority Commission’s Beport and I submit that since the majority report 
was signed the conditions that then prevailed and that prevail to*day are 
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substantially different. There has been a further fall of prices since 7th 
July last, but wo have in any case the opinion of the Government of 
India, and we have, Sir, the opinion of the Associated- Chambers 
of Commerce. Now, I do not wish, nor do I think it is right for anybody 
to say that when I mention the Associated Chambers of Commerce I am 
trying to bring up any question which is a racial one. Whilst I am the last 
person to raise any racial question I also think that it is wrong to overlook 
that owing to the divergent interests of India and of Europeans or Britishera 
in India there are contrary opinions. It is wrong not to mention these 
differences or to avoid them at this juncture. Now my Honourable friends 
of the Associated Chambers of Commerce press for Is. 6d. because that 
rate benefits them. It is no use anybody saying “No.” The Lords of the 
Treasury themselves said so, and surely, Sir, they were not Indians, nor 
were they Bombay men, nor were they politicians. Against these opinions 
coming from people who are interested in the uplift of agriculture, people 
who are interested in small and big industries, people who are interested 
in such industries as the Benares gold thread industry and Indians abroad, 
the Government of India and this House, Sir, has thought it proper to 
pass and put on the Statute-book th^ la. 6d. ratio. I therefore have 
nothing more to add except to repeat for the purpose of record that thia 
Bill containing as it does this ratio cannot possibly have my approval. 

Sir, I feel that there is a lesson to be drawn from what has happened 
till now. The Honourable the Finance Member speaking before the House 
on the 22nd January, 1925, said as follows: 

** There are comparatively few people who claim a deep knowledge of Indian 
currency and exchange ; there are perhaps even fewer who possess it. Yet currency 
enters into our every-day life in a way that hardly anything else enters. We all know 
what a rupee and an anna look like. Yet I think it is probably a subject about which 
less is known than any other subject in India.** 

Those were true words and it has now been proved by some speeches- 
at least in this House that the Honourable the Finance Member when he 
said the above in 1925 was saying something with which we all must agree. 
But I submit, Sir, to the Finance Member that unfortunately the ignor- 
ance of the masses of the people and the ignorance at least of some Mem- 
bers of this House in connection with the currency question has been his 
opport-unity. If only, Sir, the people could understand what has been done 
to their currency system during the last four years, I say that this House 
could not have dared to pass the Is. 6d. ratio in the manner it has done. 
I admire the candour and I admire the frankness of my Honourable friend 
over there from Calcutta who pulled the legs yesterday of some of us 
who had tried to give our thought and a good deal of our time and money to 
the study of this question. He reminded my Honourable friend Mr. JinnaK 
about what he had said about experts. My only pity is that Dr. Suhrawardy 
from Bengal should think that even Eomesh Chunder Dutt and Dadabhoi 
Naoroji and Gopal Krishna Gokhale were not authorities whom he could 
follow; and he decided for reasons which he never put before us that he 
^ould foll6w the reasons and the reasoning advanced by the Finance Mem- 
ber. It may be, Sir, that the Honourable the Finance Member is proud — 
perhaps justifiably — ^that he has at least impressed some Indian Membem. 
of this House. It remains in the lap of the future to know and to decide 
whether the Finance Member can be proud about it or may have to be sorry 
about it in the future. 

But as against this anxiety on the part of some Indian Memters of itie 
House to keep open minds and not to learn even up to the day whW'the' 
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voting comes on, there is a very remaricable spectacle tiiat you see on the 
• other side. The Europeans all over the country have studied the questioii 
and are mostly for 18d. 

Sir Darcy Lindsay (Bengal: European): Who says so? 

Sir Pursbotamdas Thakurdas: 1 will say bo immediately if the Honour- 
able Member will allow me to. 

Hr, K« Ahmed: But some of them are voting with you. 

Sir Purshotajjidas Thakurdas: Yes; J will deal with them if Mr. Ahmed 
will have some patience. Every newspaper conducted by Europeans has 
been for 18d. and has some fault or other to find with Bombay and the 
alleged Bombay interests as being all for selfish purposes. My Honourable 
frieiAl, Sir Darcy Lindsay said, ‘‘Who says so?’* 1 am aware and I 8un 
very grateful for the three exceptions in his group who will be remembered 
for ever by India as Europeans who had the courage of their convictions, 
who thought right and who did what they thought. Not that I in the 
slightest degree challenge the honesty of purpose of the nine other members 
in that group. It is possible — and F repeat it every time — that they all 
must have voted according to their convictions. I concede that those who 
voted for 18d. may have also h«ad the courage of their convictions. There 
is no use .... 

Sir DErcy Lindsay: How is it onU they who have got the courage of 
their conviction? 

Sir Furshotamdas Thakurdas: Simply because of this that we know 
that it wants a strong will. Sir, to go against what the Government want, 
because there is the social life and the life outside this House for Euro- 
peans. I am quite justified in paying a special tribute of admiration to some 
without challenging or in any way doubting the hona fides of the others. 
I say they all may have voted honestly, but I am quite entitled to admire 
those who rose to the occasion and voted with Indians, irrespective of 
what it may mean to them in their social life or personal interests. 

Now, while as against this generally united effort and front, and as 
against this expert knowledge which was acquired by almost every Euro- 
pean in the land, either newspaper or individual in India, the Indians, Sir, 
had open minds. The Indians could not understand, the question, and the 
Indians had other considerations. They may all be equally genuine. 
Nobody wishes to doubt anybody else’s honesty, and least of all, Sir, 1 be- 
lieve that if I claim that what I say and what I do is honest, T must give 
the same credit for honesty of purpose to the other man, and I give him 
the greater credit in oases where the other person differs from me. The 
obvious lesson, Sir, is that unitv has been strength and the contrary has 
been weakness and the case for Is. 4d, has been lost for India through the 
latter cause. I only hope that this will lead the country on to greater 
effort to study the question so that Indians may before long discover that 
after all ignorance in this matter of currency questions is perhaps an 
ignorance which costs the country most* 
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Sir^ ^ Bengal newspaper has a leader in its issue of the 9th March. It 
says: 

Every country endeavours to stabilise at the point at which exchange has been 
steady over some considerable period. There is no other method known to statesman- 
ship that does not bring widespread ruin and immeasurable economic disturbance.*' 

The question in this case to-day before India is whether it is Idd^ on 
the Statute-book which will bring widespread ruin and economic distur- 
bance or whether it is 16d. which would have avoided it. Nobody wishes to • 
to do any sort of prediction in this matter. I made my best effort to put 
before the country and this House my views as they not only struck me 
but as they almost oppressed mo. As 1 said, the other day, it was for 
this House to accept my views or to reject them. The House having 
rejected the same, I feel personally that the responsibility as far as I ant 
concerned is over. I only wish that the Finance Member feels as much 
relief as I do; because I am sure the question which now stares him in 
the face is, when is he going to borrow in London in order to maintain the 
18d. ratio? After all, the resources left with him are £5^ millions sterling 
in the Paper Currency Beserve. Barring that, there is £22J millions of 
gold in India and there is the £40 millions sterling in the Gold Standard 
Beserve. Whether the Finance Member will turn to that solid gold in 
India and export it to Loudon is not a matter which I know of. That he 
will not touch the Gold Standard Beserve lightly we know from past exper- 
ience. The £5i million in the Paper Currency Beserve cannot help him 
very much ; and when ho borrows next in London to keep up exchange, I 
am sure, Sir, that he will not value his victory of to-day as much as some 
of his followers wish to. I have no option but to withhold my support to 
the third reading of this Bill. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal: European): Sir, my only reason for an 
intervention, which I will try to make as brief as possible, is that my 
friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas directly challenged me on two points. 

I am a very great admirer of the tenacity with which my Honourable friend 
sticks to his point ; and I will try to put this question of the silver savings 
again as simply as possible, I ask Honourable Members to put aside for 
a moment their views about 16d or 18d, and simply make up their minds 
on this particular question Now, Sir, the point I made was this: the 
silver savings of India are, as we all know, of two classes; they are orna- 
ments and coin. E quite agree with my Honourable friend that the official 
estimate of the hoarded coins which is about Es. 100 orores, is a guess, 
and no one can know precisely how much it is. But we do know that it is 
a vast sum Now, T understand that m> Honourable friend does not 
attempt to contradict my argument that, if you depreciate your rupee 
from 18d. to Is. 4d. you will reduce the value of those hoarded savings by 

II per cent. That is an absolute dead loss in gold value, and there is no 
way either of getting away from it or over it or under it. What was also 
in my mind was this, that the people of India have been called upon for a 
great many years past, owing to the tremendous fall in the prices of silver 
in the last part of the 19th centiir\, to face a large depreciation of the 
other part of their savings, which — again I agree with my Honourable 
friend — are also a very vast unknown quantity. They had to face that 
loss. Now, having faced that loss, are they to be asked to face a further 
loss in the coin part of their savings? As regards the gain or loss in the. 
value of their ornaments through the depreciation of the rupee, surely vttf 
Honourable friend is bound to agree vrith me that it does not really arise. 



I.BOIS{.ATrVB ASaRMBliX. 


[22nd Mab. 1937 . 


[Mr. Arthur Moore.] 

I quite agree with him that if you depreciate ;your rupee, for every pound's 
wc^h of silver ornaments that you try to sell, you will get Bs. 16 instead 
‘df Bs. 13-6-4. But surely it has already been agreed, it is common ground 
on both sides of the House, that once the adjusttnent takes place, the 
'purchasing power of the Es. 16 will be exactly the same as that of Es. 
18-6-4. Therefore, Sir, to suggest that a loss which is purely a rupee loss 
owing to an appreciation of the rupee is comparable with the gold loss which 
you will undoubtedly suffer by having your coin actually depreciated is 
not right. They have suffered in the reduction of value of their silver orna- 
ments in the last century, owing to the fall in the price of silver, and they 
should not now stand to lose by a reduction in the value of the rupee. But 
they are not called upon to face any further fall in the value of their silver 
ornaments. I say the value will remain the same, once the adjustment 
takes place. 

Sir Furshotamdas Thakurdas: Exactly; that means adjustment is the 
whole point. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Now, Sir, one further point was raised by the Hon- 
ourable Member at considerable length in reference to Europeans and the 
interest or supposed interest of the Europeans in the 18d. rupee, and I 
understood him to quote from an “Occasional Note” which appeared in the 
Statesman. Now, the crime, I understood him to say, was Bombay's 
action in this matter. The version that the Honourable Member gave us 
of this action was that Bombay took the lead in pressing for Is. 4d , but if 
he will re-read Mr Price’s letter and if he ^\ill ro-read the paragraph, he 
will find that nothing so vague as Bombay taking the lead for pressing for 
Is. 4di was mentioned, but what was referred to definitely was the specu- 
lative action of Bombay in sending abroad a great deal of money at Is. 6d. 
in order to reduce the value of the rupee. Tt was not propaganda that was 
referred to at all. It was the definite speculative action of Bombay for the 
purpose of bearing the rupee. 

Sir Furshotamdas Thakurdas: Sir, may I pass on to the Honourable 
Member the article from wdiich I read,* and ask him to road it out so that 
the House may judge whether the construction he puts on it to-day is 
justified by this article? 

Mr. Arthur Moore: If the Honourable Member will pass it to me, I 
will read it. 

Sir Furshotamdas Thakurdas: Will vou rend the whole? It is as true 
copy as the House is accustomed to. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (reads) : 

** Mr. E. L. Price, who has lived in the Bombay Presidency for more than twenty 
years and may be suppored to know what he is talking about, tells us that * when 
Bombay is ungenerous, Bombay is ungenerous to dementia.' This is not pleasant hear- 
ing, but Mr. Price gives chapter and verse for his statement. He reminds Bombay 
that while the rupee is not to fall below la. 5Jd., on the other hand it is not to rise 
above la. 6 3/16a. * Of rupees at la. 6 3/16d. who took more advantage from 1924 

to* February, 1926, than Bombay?* he caustically inquires.** 
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That is not propaganda. 

*r Mr. Pricei reproaches Bombay for ingratitude to Sir Basil Blaoi&tt for providing 
' iml^ited rupees ’ so as to prevent the rupee soaring to Is. Id. or even 1«. The. 
salaried European with children in England to educate regards this action as little 
abort of criminal.^* 

. Slr .Purghotamdas Thakurdas: Where does the remittance questioni coma 
in here except .... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May 1 suggest that the action whidli 

* was little short of criminal was my action, in preventing the rupee from 
rising above 1«. 6d. ? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: That is what the Statesman says. I am 
,glad the Honourable the Finance Member agrees with me. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: Passing from that immediate controversy — (laugh- 
ter) — no, Sir, I am not passing because I am afraid of the issue, because 
I think I have proved my point— passing to face the issue in a more radical 
sense — what is the supposed crime of the European in preferring a la. 6d. 
rupee? I notice that there is .... 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 

I never ssiid that Europeans were “criminally" guilty of anything. That 
is what Mr. Moore in his paper the Statesman charges the Finance Mem- 
ber with. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : Sir, I am not dealing with the paragraph in the 
Statesman. I am dealing with the Honoiurable Member’s speech which was 
of aa extremely racial character. The Honourable Member has desired to 
raise prejudice against Europeans over this matter. {Cries of " No, no.") 
Yes, Sir, he has most definitely done so. I wish to examine his point. It 
is apparently no crime for Bombay to remit homo at Is. 6d. in order to 
make a profit, but he hjis a great objection to a salaried Government official 
getting the’ higher benefit. {Lt.-Gol. H. A. J. Qidncy: " Shame.") Now,, 
Sir, I can understand people wanting Is. 4d. for the sake of India but I 
cannot understand them wanting Is. 4d. merely for the sake of injuring 
Europeans serving in this country. And what does this higher ratio really 
mean? Sir, I tried to put before the Honourable Member in my original 
speech the interchange of goods and services. All it means is this, that a 
man who has got his/jliddren to educate at home and who remits his rupees 
in order to get sterling at home, makes these English schoolmasters and 
English tailors and bakers, and English landlords accept, less goods and 
services rendered in India and give more in exchange of their own goods 
and services rendered in England. Is that doing injury to India? 
(Laughter.) The Honourable Member tries to avoid the point. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: There is no point in it at all. 

Mr. Arthur Mool;^: I think the Finance Member will entirely agree 
vrfth me. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Will he? 

Mr. Arthur Moore: During the interval there will be depreciation. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Ask him. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : If you depreciate the coin of your own country, you 
■are lowering the value of the goods and services of that country until gold 
prices have adjusted themselves. That is entirely an incontrovertible fact 
and the Honourable the Finance Member absolutely agrees with me- 
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Hi* Honourable Sir Baiil Blackett: As now stated, I do, Sir. 

A: Arthur Howe: I am OQly redpoQBible for my statemont. 1 ^uite^ 
agirae that once your ratio is adjusted — ^we are all agreed as to that — ^it. wifl 
miB&e no difference. But what will actually happen now if you depre- 
qiate your rupee, as that during the interval of time the goods and services 
oftBngland will have their value enhanced as against the goods and services 
of India. What the Honourable Member is trying to do,- if he depreciates 
the rupee» .is to benefit the cold weather tourist. The tourist brings out 
h^ pounds and his dollars and gets more rupees, and will be able to* make 
the hotel keepers and shopkeepers and agriculturists and everybody else 
in India work for him for less money during the period of adjustment. That 
is what the Honourable Member is trying to do. He prefers the cold 
weatlier tourist to the man who is giving his services to India, — except of 
course in the case of Bombay remitting home! Well, Sir, I am very sorry 
indeed to hear this racial argument developed at such length. Obviously 
any advantage does not concern merely the European. It concerns all 
money remitted from this country in foreign exchanges, and therefore it 
benefits not merely the European but all the holders of goods and services 
'•^ndered in India as against foreign countries. I do not see how the Hon- 
ourable Member can escape from his own argument. If it benefits the- 
European remitting from this country and buying foreign exchange, obvi- 
ously it benefits any Indian doing so. 

Sir Purdiotamdas Thakurdaa: Certainly .it does. 

< Mr. Arthur Moore: Is that not an appreciation of Indian goods and 
services as against goods and services rendered by foreign countries? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdaa: At whose expense? That is the whole 
question. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : At their expense until the adjustment is made. The 
whole question in this issue, which has been argued over and over again, 
is the interval in the passage from Is. 6d. to la. Ad. That is the time 
when money is to be made and money is goii^ to be lost. That is the time 
when some people stand to get richer and other people stand to get poorer. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdaa: And a permanent increase in the burden 
of the debtor. 

Mr. Arthur Moore: The Honourable Member has made very definite 
allusions to the views of Europeans. I was surprised t*o find myself des- 
cribed apparently by him as one whose natural tendency was to support 
the Government. But I think, Sir, that the majority in this House are 
not really influenced by these very intense racial appeals which have been 
made. We who sit behind Sir Darcy Lindsay do not claim to have the 
same intense Indian patriotism as Members who sit over there. That 
would be an insulting and excessive claim to make. But we do claim that 
we love the land we live in, and that in this issue, as in every issue that 
has come before us, we are thinking of the land we live m, and we are not 
thinking of the interests of any country, even our own country across the 
water, in preference to India. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir George Paddison (Madras : Nominated Official) : Sir, like my learn- 
ed friend Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar I am no Pandit, I do not approach these- 
questions with the weight of great economic ability, but I do wish to rise 
just now to welcome on behalf of labour and the depressed classes — ^I am 
sorry my friend Mr. Baja is not here to-day — ^the decision that the House 
has taken. It may be, as Mr. Jamnadas Mehta has said, that wo on: 
these Benches here represent no one and care only for our stomachs. 
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Mr. B. K. Bhanmnkham Ohetty (Salem and Goinubatord oum 
Aroot : Non-Muhammadan Bural) : You misrepresent the depressed elassee. 

Sir George Paddieon: I misrepresent the depressed classes? I am quite 
ready to challenge Mr. Chettiar to sec which of us would be preferred after 
I r^ire if we fought the elections on behalf of the depressed claeses. 
Well now, we have heard mostly about wages in Bombay town and Bombay 
Presidency and there seems to be a general idea that in the absence of a 
Labour Office and an efficient Bureau in other parts of India, these are 
typical figures for India. That is a point on which I differ very strongly, 
though, owing to the fact that Madras is poor and Bombay is rich, we 
have not been able to provide the money to have these elaborate figures 
compiled for Madras in the same way as in Bombay. Even taking the 
Bombay figures, I think from what I have seen and from what I have 
heard that it must be admitted that during this interim period, about 
which we have heard so much, that the person who stands to lose, or rather 
who would have stood tO lose, but happily, in my opinion, will not now 
lose, is the labourer, the man, as Mr. Jamnadas Mehta has said, who gets 
a salary, gets a money wage. It may be that I personally shall benefit 
to some extent from this, — I do not know, I hope I shall — ^but the persons 
whom I am mainly interested in are the men on small, really small wages, 
and how* Mr. Jamnadas Mehta can say that I can benefit by la. 6d. and 
shall consequently lose by la. 4d., whereas a man getting 4 or 5 annas a 
day will not do the same, I honestly fail to understand. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: By losing his employment. 

Sir George Paddison: That is another matter. I am talking now of the 
persons actually getting wages, 

Mr. Jamnadas H. Mehta: They will lose their employment. 

Sir George Paddison: So you say, but I have heard nothing whatever 
in ^mpport of that statement. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I read out a whole catalogue to show how: 
this will happen, and was happening. 

Sir George Paddison: Why should he lose his employment? Let us 
take the cotton mills in Bombay of which we have figures here, or the 
people in jute. The general idea seems to be on the opposite Benches that 
the index number being so and so the wages ought to have come down to 
suit it. It may be that wages ought to have come down, it may be that 
wages in Bombay are too high. (An Honourable Member : “ No.") I am 
quoting from the famous minute of dissent. It ia said here that wages in 
Bombay are 232 against 100 in 1914. 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners’ Association: Indian Com* 
merce) : On a point of information, Sir. That is an inaccuracy due to a 
misprint in my evidence before the Currency Commission. The Bombay 
mill hands’ wages rose at the rate of 232, but actually the wages to the 
mill hands have only risen to something like 212. 

Sir George Paddteon: Then this figure of 232 against 100 is wrong and 
the figure should bo 212. Is tha^t so? 

(Sir Victor Sassoon nodded sissent.) 

Mr. Ohaman Lall (West Punjab: Non-Muhammadan): The real figurs 
is 121. 

Sir George Paddiaon: That is what I wish to know. There seems to bo 
rsome real doubt in the House as to exactly how high these wages are, h6w 
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mtioh the increase is sjince 1914. What I want to tell the cotton industry 
is this, that it may be necessary, according to some people, to bring these 
wages down. I have done my part in holding scales even over and over 
again between capital and labour and all I have tried to do is to see what a 
r^way man in England told me apropos of some strike in a certain classr 
of work — ^to see that the workmen get a 'fair do/ as he called it, and if it 
is necessary that these wages should come down it is a matter for discus- 
sion between masters and men. It is not correct to say that the wages 
and prices go together, because if you look at these figures — I hope they 
are correct, I am not responsible for them, they are Sir Purshotamdas's 
figures— Hif you look at these figures you will find that in Bengal 
for instance from 1914 to 1918 the wages went up from 100 to 
110. The prices went up from 100 to 173 and ultimately the averager- 
wages went up to 140 when prices went up to 218. They go slowly. 
The r do not go absolutely together, as I think Sir Purshotamdas Thakur- 
das nas rightly pointed out in his note of dissent. If it is necessary for 
these wages to come down, it is a matter for serious inquiry between the 
masters and the men and perhaps they might well wait till the Tariff' ^ 
Board has given their report and the exact position of the industry is known 
to the men and the public at large as well as to the cotton employers, but 
I do not want to stress that point. All I want to say is that if you are 
going to bring down wages, bring them down openly and frankly and do 
not juffgle with exchange in order to bring them down. I am delighted 
to see that this method of bringing down wages which is condemned by the 
Currency Commission has not been carri^ into effect. I do not mean for 
a moment to impute any motives to any one on the other side, capitalists 
or others. All I want to say is that I am glad that this effort to bring, 
down wages has been frustrated. 


Now what I wanted to say earlier — ^while some one blew his nose and 
distracted me — was this — that Bombay is not typical of India as a whole. 
Now, any one who has anything to do with wages knows that agricultural 
wages go up and go down very largely in accordance with the opportuni- 
ties for other kinds of work that exist. Take my own case. In lincolnshire, 
the agricultural wages near Lincoln are higher than they are 20 or 30 
miles away. The agricultural wages in Lincolnshire are lower than they 
are in Yorkshire because they are further away from the industrial area- 
So it is not fair to say that M^ras or the United Provinces or other places, 
which are essentially agricultural and rural places, should be typified by 
what happens in Bombay. Even in the Madras Presidency itself you will 
find that wages where emigration is going on have a slight tendency to be 
higher than wages where there is no emigration. Wages are higher round 
hill stations like Ootacamund where the rich people from Bombay and 
Calcutta come and exploit the poor, people of Madras, but in the Madras 
Presidency itself I am delighted to be able to say that as prices have gone 
down in the last five years — I think it is admitted — real wages must have 
gone up, because I find that money wstges and the grain wiages converted 
from grain into money are for the Presidency as a whole almost exactly 
the same in the last five years. I take the average wage for.i^owers, trans- 
planters and harvesters who are generally the people who earn wages. 
I omit ploughmen, because ploughmen, os Mr. Jamnadas Mehta was in- 
clined to point out, are rather difficult to estimate because sometimes they 
live in thie house and sometimes they are small farmers and so on. Bui 
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the sowers, transplanters and harvesters are the typical agricultural 
labourers. Five years ago the average wage for these people .was 5 annas 

1 pie per man; it is now 6 aUnas 9 pies. It has actually gone up and L 
must say I am extremely glad to find it has gone up. . There may be 
people who think that wages should have remained as they were in the 
old days. There may be people who say — and I think I heard a hint to- 
that effect^ — that real wages must ultimately remain the same. I respect- 
fully differ from that. If it were a fact that real wages must remain tho 
same then the slave who got no wages at all would be typical of the posi- 
tion of the ordinary worker, w^hich I am happy to say he is not. But in 
old days, not so long ago — think it was 1919-20 — in a district of the 
Madras Presidency which I will not mention by name for fear 1 should 
add to Mr. Prakasam’s habitual gloom, there was a strike where 1 was in? 
charge of my present job, and the question was whether wages should be 

2 annas or 2J annas per day. And even now in Anantapur District, which 
is the poorest or almost the poorest district in our Presidency, wages have 
actually gone down from 4 annas to 3 annas odd. In Tanjore on the 
other hand they have actually gone up, I am glad to say. But in the 
poorest district there 'the wages, both in grain and in money, have adjusted 
themselves- 

Mr. T, Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna’: 
Non-Muhammadan Eural) : May I point out, Sir, that in Anantapur Dis- 
trict Government would not pay even 1 anna 6 pies a day for a man break- 
ing stones. * 

Sir George Paddiaon:' You are talking of the famine. Does the Honour- 
able Member propose as a capitalist that the ordinary w^e-earner should 
get exactly the same wages as a famine coolie? That is the whole thing 
I am fighting against, that he should not get a mere subsistence aQowance 
which Mr. Prakasam apparently thinks he should get. May be he can live 
on 1 anna 6 pies a day. It is possible. But we do not want him to live 
on 1 anna 6 pies a day. And those sympathisers with labour who talk 
about wages in mills, wages in factories, wages on railways, wages every- 
where, are always up against this fact that these small wages are given 
to the agricultural labourers. And those are the men who under this Bill 
will not suffer. I am sure the House has every reason to congratulate 
itself on this. Mr, Jamnadas Mehta may say that he has a large number 
of wage-earners in his constituency. But in Madras the type of persons 
whom I am speaking of — ^in Mr. Prakasam’s and in Mr. Naidu’s constitu- 
encies there may be an enormous number of agricultural wage-earners — 
are not voters. None of them are voters. Therefore I say, as was said 
in the House of Commons years ago apropos of India, that every Member 
of this House is a Member for the labourer and should look after the 
labourer. They should therefore be very pleased and proud that these 
agricultural wages are not going to go down. General wages may go dow» 
if it is necessary for them to go down. I do not say they will not go down, 
but they will not be brought down by legislative enactment. 

One other word and I want to sit down. We have heard so much lately 
about the people on our side being paid servants of Government’s brought 
here merely to record a vote. I wish, Sir, that similar chains did not bind 
any one in this House. I say that every man in this House — and I am 
speaking now of every Member who is interested in the cause of labour — 
would give his vote absolutely freely and frankly without any party question 
at all, as was done in the European group. 

0 2 ^ 



LB018&ATIVB A88IHBLY. 




[22ko Mab. 1827, 


Plmdit Xadan Kofaan MalaVlya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions: Non- 
Muhammadan Bural) : We are <^uite ready to do so. Get the Government's 
permission. 

Sir George Paddison: Get Government’s permission? 

Pandit Ma dan Mohan Malaviya: Set Government officials free to vote 
according to their conscience and judgment. 

An Honourable Member: We are doing so. 

Sir Ctoorge Paddiflon: We hear .... 

Mr* K. Ahmed: But I am told something else. 

Sir George Paddiaon: Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar has told us that be is not 
a Pandit which is, I understand, a title given to leaders of parties in this 
House. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Jamnadaa M. Mehta: Mr. Jinnah is not a Pandit. 

Sir George Paddison: But even though he does not lead the party, he 
reminds me of Mat Hannigan s famous and immortal relative: 

“ Who never was put out 
And never was known to scold, 

But if Hannigan's Auni 
Says *No! You can’t* 

Ye did what ye were told.*' 

Sir, I heg this House to give the seal of its approval to the good work 
that we have — honestly and personally believe-^one on behalf of agri- 
cultural labourers and of wage-earners in India. (Applause.) 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President: Honourable Members will agree that I have allowed un- 
usual latitude and indulgence to them in the debate on this Bill and I 
think it is high time that the House should proceed to other business. I 
therefore propose to accept the closure. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City : Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, I 
should like to speak, but I will not keep the House for more than ten 
minutes. In view of the statements that were made in the speech of 
my Honourable friend Dr. Suhrawardy, I think, Sir, I ought to place on 
record my answer to that speech. I do not propose to take more than ten 
minutes and I ask you, Sir, to give me that indulgence. 

The Bevd. Dr. E. M. Maephall (Madras : European) : I should like to 
submit that, if Mr. Jinnah is allowed to speak, I should be allowed to speak 
also in view of the attack against me. 

Mr. President: The Chair has not the slightest objection if Honourable 
Members desire still to continue. I thought the questions involved in the 
Bill were fully discussed and the Honourable Members had nothing new 
to say. At every stage of the Bill they were given the fullest latitude to 
discuss these questions. 

Pandit Madan Moban Malaviya: In view of the immense importance of 
the subject; I beg of you, Sir, to allow at least an hour more for this 
debate, so that those who desire to speak and answer criticisms may have 
an opportumtv of doing so. I request you to accede to this request. 
(Honourable Meinhers: “ The question may now be put.") As you said, 
we are willing to sit night after night to do our duty. 
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Mr. President: The Chair regrets that some Honourable Mahers yet 
feel that the debate should continue. In order to meet their wishes as far 
as possible I propose to continue the debate for half an hour more. Mr. 
Jinnah. I hope the Honourable Member will not be ‘long. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: No, Sir. 


I had really no desire whatsoever to take part in the debate any fur- 
ther, but, ’Sir, the maiden speech of my Honourable friend Dr. Suhrawardy 
has compelled me at least to answer a few points that he naade in his 
speech. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: But you were not here. 

Mr. M. A. Jinn^: I have obtained a copy of his speech, although I had 
not the pleasure of hearing the speech delivered. I have read it. Sir, it is 
his maiden speech and I believe that ‘it is the convention of every Legis- 
lature that when an Honourable Member makes his maiden speech, and 
when he makes what appears to be nothing but a malicious attack, 
or, to use his own language, when he lets loose the tongue of calumny, 
the Member who is to answer is in a very difficult position. I 
will therefore not criticise him on this occasion, because it is his maiden 
speech; but I think I owe it to the House to point out that some of the 
statements which he made in his speech are not true. The first statement 
that he attributed to me was this. He said, “ Mr. Jinnah waxed eloquent 
on the infallibility and sanctity of the Tariff Board, which is still ringing in 
my ears.” Now, Sir, 1 refer him to the official report and I appeal to this 
House whether it is correct as to what I said on that occasion. My 
friend Lala Lajpat Eai challenged the sanctity of the Tariff Board Eeport 
and soon after he finished his speech, I said I entirely agreed with him, and 
I said that the Tariff Board Eeport is not the last word, and I said that, 
if it was fundamentally wrong or radically wrong, this House ought to re- 
ject it. Therefore, this statement which he attributed to me is not correct. 
The second statement which he attributed to me was this. He said : 

“ I wonder if he remembered when he appealed to the House not to sell India and 
degrade the representative character of the House, but he lost a golden opportunity 
of setting a good example of saving India when he walked into the lobby with the 
Government to give preference to British steel, 

He, Sir^ thus suggests tharti- 1 deliberately walked into the Government 
lobby with a view to give preference to British steel. Sir, it is not true. 

I honestly believed that it was in the best interests of India and therefore 
I walked into the Government lobby, and I shall do so every time when- 
ever I am convinced that it is in the best interests of India. 

• 

Now, Sir, with regard to his speech, I regret very much that he has 
given no reason whatsoever for his coming to the conclusion that he should 
vote for Is. 6d. The only reason that he has given is, he says, that it was 
his common sense. Sir, I should have expected — and I speak with great 
deference because it was his maiden speech — ^I should have expected this 
learned doctor to have given, even from the point of view of common sense,... 
some grounds for coming to the conclusion that Is. 6d. is in the best 
interests of India and Is. 4d. was not; but we find nothing in his speeoh^ 
except invectives. Then, Sir, he said that I appealed to the Members and 
said with regard to capttal and labour, “ Do not kill the goose that Jays the' 
goldefi egg.’* And he said — 1 take his own words, — “ This argument dbes 
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n6t appeal to me because for aught we know the goose may not be laying 
golden eggs, but eggs of steel, or no eggs at all.*’ 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Botteu eggs, rotten eggs he said. 

Hr. H. A. Jinnah: Well, Sir, I hope that at a not far distant date his 
^oose may lay an egg which he may be able to eat and digest. 

Pandit Hadan Mohan Malaviya: Sir ... . 

Mr. President I The Honourable Member has only 15 minutes within 
wiiich he must conclude his speech. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Sir, this is the last occasion on which 
I can express my views on the Bill before us for the consideration of this 
House and I consider it a sacred duty to do so. No Bill of the importance 
of this measure has come before this Assembly during the time that I have 
been a Member of it pnd I have been a Member of it for many years. I 
wish, Sir, to emphasise that the measure which is now being placed on the 
Statute-book — and the circumstances in which it is being so placed — is 
one for which the people of India will ever feel sorry and will ever hold 
the Government responsible for having committed upon them a great in- 
jury. I consider, Sir, that the enormity of the evil which the measure 
involves has not been realised. The question of tampering with the cur- 
rency of the country ought to be dealt with in a different spirit. When 
the Government decided that they should stabilise the rupee at la. Od,, 
what was the course they adopted? The Honourable the Finance Member 
settled it in his own mind and the Government of India settled their mind 
that they would fix the exchange at 1«. 6d. And what is the course which 
they adopted since that time? The course which was adopted has been 
brought to the notice of Members of this House. Having first decided 
that Is. 6d. should be the rate, they appointed a sort of a Committee for 
.a formal enquiry. How that Committee — called the Eoyal Commission — 
was filled, Sir, has already been stated. But I wish once more to remind 
the House of it before Members go to vote upon the Bill, that the Com- 
mittee was appointed with a definite idea as to how the Members were 
likely to vote. This is not an idea which we Indians alone on this side of 
the !House entertain. Even some distinguished Englishmen have express- 
ed the same feeling. The Stathty which cannot be accused of any hostil- 
ity to the Government of India, drew attention to this fact. And when 
the Commission had reported, as it was desired that the Commission, care- 
fully selected with that object, should report in favour of Is. 6d., what was 
the further action taken by the Government? When the Eeport 
published and the matter had to come before this House, how were Mem- 
bers nominated to this House without exception? Only those who were 
known to hold the view in favour of Is. 6d. or those who it was certain 
would vote with the Government, were nominated. I submit the Govern- 
ment failed to do its duty by the people in so selecting Members for nomi- 
nation. I grieve further to say that great pressure has been brought to 
bear upon some other Members to induce them or to lead them to vote in 
favour of la, fid. Now what I say is this. Where such momentous 
interests are involved, the Government shoidd have acted fairly towards 
ihe people. They should have selected men, whatever views they |night 
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have held, they should have selected men for their known probity, intelli- 
gence and ability to offer an independent opinion upon this question, and 
let them know that they were free to vote as the free air. That has nob 
been done, and we know how the voting has taken place here. Even in 
this House— not only in the lobbies but within the House itself — pressure 
has been brought to bear upon Members to vote on the side of Govern- 
ment. I submit all this has been very wrong; and that a measure of great 
national importance should be placed upon the Statute-book in such a 
manner and in such circumstances, is I feel a wrong to the country for 
.which there is no parallel. 

Now, Sir, when the Commission's Eeport was published the 8tati9t 
pointed out how the Is. 6d. rate had been maintained. The whole basis of 
the recommendation in favour of la. 6d. is that the la. 6d. ratio has been 
maintained for two yeairs. But what did the Statist say? Writing on the 
7th August, 1926, immediately after the Eeport was published, the Statist 
said ; 

“ In January last (and also in the three preceding months) the rupee exchange was 
at an average of 1^. 6* 203d. After the month mentioned there was a decline, the 
average in April being I 5 . 5*878d. In April the Government of India intervened in 
support of the Exchange by augmenting their London balances against sales of rupees. 
They transferred three crores of rupees from the paper currency reserve to the iftcre- 
tary of State’s balances in London and undertook to sell Reverse Councils at a minimum 
rate of !.«. 5Jd. the rupee. In consequence of these measures the rate was raised to ep 
average of 5*931d. in July. It would be idle to pretend that in thus intervening 
in support of the rupee the Government of India were not either anticipating the recom- 
mendations of the Commission or giving the Commission a straight hint as to 4he rata 
they should recommend for stabilisation. There seems indeed strong ground for the 
belief that, had it not been for the Government’s action, the open market Exchange 
would have sunk to a rate that would probably impel the Commission to recommend 
the old parity of la. 4d. for the rupee.” 

Writing on the same subject in another place, the Statist said : 

“ The rate fixed as the new parity for the rupee is Is. 6d. though native opinion 
demanded the old rate of Is. 4d. Since April last the Government of India have been 
suppoVting the rupee at this rate by undertaking to sell Reverse Councils at a minimum 
of is. 5Jd., but it is highly questionable whether the rupee would not have fallen to 
Is. Ad, if the Government had not intervened.” 

The paper further said: 

“ Obviously the principal link in this argument is the claim that adjustments in 
Indian prices to a Is. 6d. rate have already taken place. The most cursory investiga- 
tion of the Report’s arguments in support of this claim will show them to be some- 
•wliat inconclusive. We may first of all ask ourselves why adjustments should be necessary. 
Theory would have us believe that Exchange fluctuations are but the reflection of 

relative changes in price levels, and therefore that a Is, 6d, rupee rate had been 

arrived at as the result of relative changes that had already occurred in the Indian 
price level. This contention would hold good if the rate of Exchange had been left 
to the free play of unhampered economic forces. This has not been the case in India. 
For reasons which it would be charitable not to analyse too closely, the policy of 

the Indian Government since the rupee became divorc^ from its pre-war parity of 

1.9. Ad, has always had as its objective, stabilisation at as high a rate as possible. 
This is made clear, beyond any question of doubt, by the publication of official corre- 
spondence between the Secretary of State and the Viceroy, from which Sir Purshotamdas 
has quoted fully in his minute' of dissent.” 

Then the paper went on to say; 

, The decision to stabilise the rupee at Is. 6d. gold had been made by the Govern- 
ment of India before the. appointment of the Commission, and it may be reca^e4 
'that ijrhile the Commission was still deliberating, the executive took artificial means to 
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g t a depreciation of the rupee below the level of U. 6d, at a time when this 
iation would merely have reflected the general fall in gold pr^s that has taken 
in the past eighteen months, a fall which should not of ifAessity have com- 
ited itsmf in full to the level of Indian prices. We attacked the action of the 
Ihdian Governitient in these columns at the time, and subsequent developments have 
strengthened our conviction that had the Exchange rate been left to the play of 
unhampered economic forces, the pre-war parity of Is. 4d., and not the parity of 
Is. 6d. would have been the de facto rate when the Commission came to draw up its 
'report." 


I request Members, Sir, to remember these facts that the Government of 
India decided before appointing the Commission that they would fix at 
Idd. as the rate, for the rupee, that they took executive action to main- 
tain exchange at that rate even while the deliberations of the Commis- 
sion were going on, that when the Eeport was published they took special 
care to nominate such Members to this House as they knew would support 
that view, and that when the deliberations were over and the voting was 
takiig place they still tried every measure they could to get support 
for the view that they had adopted before the appointment of the Com- 
mission. I ask the House further to remember, Sir, that this is a measure 
the effects of which will be felt far and wide in this country- Sir George 
Paddison talked of labour losing if the other rate were adopted- He does 
not know how industry has been hit, how prosperity has suffered, how 
the agriculturist has been hit and he does not pause to realise the ^ 
consequences of that want of prosperity- The country has suffered more 
during^the six years past than one can tell; and I am grieved to think 
that a measure of this importance should be placed upon the Stetute-book 
by the decision of one man or one or two men in the Government of India. 

I have no ill-will towards Sir Basil Blackett. I do not accuse him of any 
improper motives ; but I do submit that in the whole world it will be 
difficult to find a parallel to a case like this, where the opinion of one 
man, supported it may be by the opinion of another man across the seas, 
brin,g|s about a vital change in the currency policy of a country^ and 
where that policy is established in the manner in which it is sought to 
establish it here- There will, I submit, be no parallel to such a case as 
this. I submit. Sir, that Members of this House ought to pause, gravely 
pause, before they cast their vote in favour of this Bill. After all, Sir, 
as the writer in the Statist pointed out, in this matter the opinion of 
Indians ought to have the greater weight. Indian opinion has been in 
favour of 1^- 4d. throughout the country. The facts which were men- 
tioned by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and those that were mentioned by Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas have made it abundantly clear that 
throughout the country Indian opinion is overwhelmingly 
largely in favour of 1«. 4d. . And, Sir; what have we seen in 
this House itself? 65 votes had been cast against the proposal 
■ of Government and 68 votes in favour of that proposals. Now, put aside 
those who have been nominated with the knowledge that they were in 
favour of la. 6d. ; put aside also the official votes and then count and see 
bow the scales stand. I submit the opinion of Government Members, 
without imputing any want of Honesty to them, is determined by the 
opinion which is formed by the Finance Member* 0e it is who decides 
these matters for the Government of India; he it is who represents the 
view of the Government of India in this matter, and if he has decided 
• ffittt. the' ^ vote shall be cast in favour of the policy that he has adopted^. 
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that settles the question for the Government Benches* ’ Without mean- 
ing any disrespect to any Member of the Government, I ask, Sir, which 
Member of Government has the courage to stand up and vote against 
the whip issued by the Government? Sir George Paddison says, let 
there be free voting. I quite agree- If the Government will yet let 
every Member vote in a manner calculated to help both the Government- 
and the people, according to hifi conscience and judgment, my friends on 
this side would have been satisfied. But that was not done. The 26 
official votes count as one vote — ‘I mean one vote multiplied 26 times, 
and the vote of the Finance Member represents the view of the Government 
of India. Among the votes of nominated Members, Sir, there are 
gentlemen who have had an invariable reputation for supporting the 
Government at all times- There are other gjentlemen who are known 
to have expressed their opinion in favour of la. 6d. before they were 
appointed. When such has been the case, I say the Government have 
not played fair to the people- In the end I wish to draw attention to 
another small quotation from the Statist. It says: 

A reversion to the 1^. 4^. parity would call for tactful and careful handling, 
but that it would involve ‘ wide-spread economic disturbance * is clearly an overstate- 
ment. The majority of unprejudiced Indian opinion is in favour of stabilisation at 
the pre-war parity of Ifi. 4d. There is, therefore, a psychological argument in favour 
oi: a reversion to this rate, which has received no consideration whatever in the 
Eeport. Mr. McKenna once said in defence of the gold standard that if nine people 
out of ten in every country thought '•t was the best standard, this in itself was 
sufficient reason to render it the best standard. We can only adapt this very wise 
saying to the problem of India. If the majority of native opinion thinks a 1«. 4d. 
rate the best, it is the best. We cannot deny the fact that Indian currency must be 
controlled, primarily to suit the needs and interests of the Indian people. In com- 
parison with these, the claims of outside creditor interests should sink into insigni- 
ficance.*' 

I hope. Sir, that Members of this House will yet realise their responsi" 
bility to the people of this country and vote against this Bill- I consider, 
Sir, that this measure will mean an enormous crime against the Indian 
people if it is put* on the Statute-book- 

(Several Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr, President: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twentv Minutes to Three 
of the Clock- 


The Assembly re-assernbled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes to Three of' 
the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, we have reached the last 
stage of the long-protracted discussion in this House of this Currency 
Bill We have spent very nearly six days in discussing it and whatever' 
our feelings may be whep we see the Bill finally passed from this 
Assembly, I am sure that we shall be for once unanimous on one point 
regard to this Bill, namely that we are glad to be relieved of its- 
p^esenee. I shall be particularly relieved to feel that we are rid' of 
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Kcopiroversy which I have never loved* I have always felt considerable 
* ^appointment that this question of the ratio should have attracted so 
inuch attention and such warm attentions on the part of its admirers when 
there were so many important subjects of intimate interest to India as a 
whole which were raised by the Eeport of the Currency Commission, — 
subjects on which it is essential that all sides of this House and all the 
best thought in the country should work together in order that we may 
win from the labours of the Currency Commission the advantages which 
we all can realise are offered by these opportunities- The controversy 
.about the ratio has tended to obscure the immense interest of other por- 
tions of the currency question, and, as I have said, I regret that it has 
heen a subject of controversy. I cannot altogether feel sorry, however, 
that we have had these long and full discussions of an economic question 
in the House and in the cotintry. Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas quoted 
this morning from a speech of mine in this House at the bednning of 
Jaijfuary, 1925, in which I gave expression to the view that there was a 
considerable degree of ignorance in India, as well as in other countries, 
-on the subject of currency. {Sir Purshotamdcia Thakurdas i ‘‘Not other 
countries-**) I think that there is on the whole more knowledge of the 
subject in India to-day than there was a year ago and that one benefit 
that India tnay have obtained from these discussions is a considerable 
advance in the understanding of this intricate subject. 

Sir Purshotamdas, I think, suggested that the Government had taken 
advantage of the ignorance of the country to press through the Assembly 
something which was against the interests of the country and would not 
have been successfully pressed through if the country had understood the 
subject. I think that is a little ungenerous to the Government- I do 
not know of any case in the history of India in which the Government 
have done more to bring the whole subject before the country with argu- 
ment and explanation than has been done in the case of this Bill. I 
have stumped the country on the subject and the Currency League on the 
other side have also done much to bring the ar,g;uments before the country 
for consideration and I claim that if the Government have been successful 
in countering that extraordinarily strong argument that “ Government 
want Is. 6d, and therefore Is. 4d. is good for the country** it is because the 
•Government have done so much to bring the true facts before the country 
for consideration. 

This is the first opportunity that I have taken for answering the various 
speeches that have been made on the question of the ratio in this House. 
It has been made a complaint against me that I have not answered some 
of the arguments that have been raised. I am still inclined to claim that 
^here is no argument that has keen raised in the course of this debate that 
was not either answered in advance or answered by some of the excellent 
speeches made on behalf of Government during these discussions. Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas subjected my 11 points to a full answer. I have 
studied that answer and as it appears to me it is in great measure simply a 
confirmation of those 11 points. Hardly one of them is challenged. En- 
deavour is made in places to explain away their effect but hardly a single one 
of the points is contested, and the best proof that these 11 points were 
not open to serious challenge is the fact that so far as the argument against 
the ratio of Is. was developed in this House on appeals to relevant 
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^questions, it was attacked on the point whether prices had or had not 
adjusted themselves to the ratio of la, 6d. I claimed in the 11th point 
that the oidy subject open for discussion was whether prices had in a 
preponderating degree adjusted themselves to the la. 6d. ratio and that 
that was a question of fact to be studied as such, a nd in general, the 
House has accepted that view and has attempted on the one side and the 
^other to argue for and against the proposition that prices have in a pre- 
ponderating degree adjusted themselves to la. 6d. Now, there is one 
assumption which is common to those who contest that view which seems 
to me to be quite untenable. In so far as prices have not adjusted them- 
selves to l8. .6d., what ratio of exchange are they adjusted to? The ratio 
has not been la. 4d. either gold or sterling since 1917. For 10 years prices 
have been jumping about and exchange has been fluctuating violently, and 
it seems to me to be an absolutely untenable assumption that prices were, 
until exchange was stabilised at la. 6d., adjusted to la. Ad. or anything 
like that. Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas asked me this morning what the 
rates of exchange have been during the period since 1916 in terms of gold. 
Broadly speaking, in 1916 and 1917 they were la. 4d. up to August when 
they jumped in terms of gold to Is. 4‘62d. They remained at that until 
April 1918 when they rose to Is. 5*60d. They remained much about that 
figure until in the middle of March 1918 they started to rise violently, 
reaching Is. 10*21d. at the end of 1919. remaining as high as ‘Is. 8d. up 
till May 1920, then dropping to practically Is. gold during the whole of 
1921. They remained at Is. Id. and Is. 2d. in 1922, and Is. 8d. and some 
fractions during 1923 and the greater part of 1924, when they rose rather 
quickly to Is. 4d. and a farthing in October, Is. in December and 

Is. 6 yV 192«5. How can anybody maintain that prices had 

adjusted themselves to Is. 4d. a rupee at any time during that period? 
The only ratio to which prices had any opportunity of adjusting themselves 
in the period since 1918 has been the ratio of Is. 6d. and the whole assump- 
tion that an adjustment has still got to come has absolutely no foundation 
if it is assumed that it is an adjustment from Is. 4d. or something like 
that. If Sir Purshotamdas is right in saying that in so far as prices do 
not adjust themselves very quickly they take a seven year period, I 
suppose it is to something near 2s. a rupee that they were previously 
adjusted. But obviously they were not really adjusted to any figure at 
all until we roach the stage when Government were able to stabilise 
exchange at, first of all, Is. 6d. sterling and then Is. 6d. gold. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas has also asked me to give him a reply to 
six questions, — T think they are really nine, but some of them are in more 
than one part. One is whether any major country in the world has 
appreciated its currency above its pre-war ratio? I have already stated 
to the House that there is one country, one Eastern country which has 
full self-government which has adjusted its currency with reference to the 
interests of its people in exactly the same way as the Government of India 
are proposing to do in the interests of the people of India to-day. That 
countin^ is Siam which has had a currency history comparable to that of 
India for the last 25 years. It is the only country where the eurrency 
history has been very much the same as that of India because its currency 
conditions are very much the same, and there with full self-government 
in the interests of the people, for the benefit of the country as my Hon^ 
ourable friend. Mr. Kabeer-ud-Din Ahmed woidd say, the King- of Siana 
and his Council have done exactly what I have no doubt a real nationaliat 
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Gtevernment would have done in this country if it had been in oiir posi-^ 
tion to-day. It would have fixed exchange for the benefit of India at a 
Isftiier hfgher TeVel than before the War. The next question is : 

“Is it a fact that Gk)vemment have been able to push up the rupee to Is, 6d, 
gold owing to their insistence on retaining the dead ineffective ratio of 2s. gold on the 
Statute-book which prevented gold from being tendered to the Currency Authority 
in India? Is it a fact that the Indian oonfmercial community protested against this 
ever since 1922? Was 1^. 4d. gold available for being put on the Statute In October 
1924 and Why was that opportunity deliberately allowed to pass?*’ 

The 2«. ratio was on the Statute-book in 1920 and I do not think that 
any sensible Government would have thought of putting any other 
ratio on the Statute-book through the period from 1920 onwards when 
exchange was fluctuating and it was quite impossible to maintain one 
ratio or another. What opportunity was there during that periodi of 
altering the ratio however ineffective it may have been on the Statute- 
book j I w^ould remind the House that the ratio on the Statute-book 
betw'een the franc and gold in France to-day is 25*22 and has been ever 
since 1914. That is not an effective ratio and I think never will be, but 
the French have been too sensible to alter the ratio without reference to 
the possibility of maintaining their currency at par, whatever new ratio 
they may decide on. I now come to the question of what we did or did 
not do in 1924. I have more than once explained the reasons of the Gov- 
ernment's action or inaction in 1924 and I would add that it is quite 
irrelevant from the point of view of the discussion to-day. Even if it 
were to be granted that the Government made a mistake in 1924 in not 
then fixing the ratio at 1«. 4d, gold, that would not give the slightest 
reason for subjecting India to all the disadvantages and losses which 
would be involved in going back to that ratio to-day. I would point out 
that almost the only reference that was made to the part of my opening 
speech which related to the disastrous consequences of going back to la. Ad. 
was the able addition to it made by my friend Mr. Kikabhai Premchand 
when he confirmed it from his own business experience. I should like in 
that connection to put in a word of protest aga’inst the attacks that were 
made on Mr. Kikabhai for having taken part in this debate and for voting 
according to his conscience. Mr. Kikabhai Premchand has as much right 
as any other Member of this House to be regarded as a representative of 
sound Bombay opinion and that he should be attacked because his views 
did not agree with that of the vocal school in Bombay is, I think, very 
unfair on Mr. Kikabhai an^ I should like to go from that to say that some 
of the attacks that have been made on nominated Members generally are 
grossly unfair. I have been asked by more than one of them to protest 
strongly on their behalf against these attacks. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Whom do they represent ? 

iChe Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I should like to add one word with 
reference to the complaints that have been made that pressure has been put 
on them to vote this way or that. The stories that some nominated 
Members might tell as to the pressure that has been put on them to vote 
for la. 4d. ,wquld be interesting reading. I should like very much also to 
know just ^hat proportion of the Congress Party would have voted for, 
la. 63. if pi-eSdid'e bad not been put on their members not to. 
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Let me return to the question of what we did not da in 1924. The 
complaint is that we did not then stabilise exchange at 1$, id. gold. My 
first . reply is that no such opportunity arose. At the time when the rupee 
first touched Is. id. gold in 1924 the value of sterling in terms of dollars 
- was only about 4 dollars 30 cents or 4 dollars 40 cents to the 
pound. It was known that the financial authorities in England, 
that is to say the Bank of England and the Treasury, were pressing for 
the restoration of the gold standard at the pre-war parity of 4»86 dollars 
to the pound. But at the end of 1922 the pound had looEed the dollar 
in the face and had approached parity merely to recede again, largely 
because of the opposition of the industrialists. There are parallels even in 
England to what has taken place here — largely because of the opposition 
of the industrialists — and in the autumn of 1924 it was impossible for 
anybody to prophesy whether the financial authorities or the industrialists 
would be successful in the struggle that wsis then going on to restore the 
pound to parity with gold. It was impossible to say whether the financial 
authorities would succeed or whether they would fail again as they had done 
At the end of 1922 to overcome the strong opposition with which they were 
being met. In these circumstances an attempt to stabilise the rupee at 
l8. id. gold in India would have been simply to court a repetition of the 
disastrous consequences of the attempt to stabilise it at 28. in 1920. The 
dangers and difficulties were very much the same though I agree that 
they were in a smaller compass. So long as sterling remained at a discount 
in terms of gold practically no other country in the world ventured to go 
back to the gold standard. I believe that Swedenl did it in a partial manner 
and Switzerland did it, but generally speaking every country in the world 
was waiting, on the action of England. And after the experiences which 
India had had in 1920 it would have been a very rash step to take to attempt 
to go ahead of the strongest financial country which had not gone back 
to gold, and the only possible policy was to wait and see what the success 
of the movement for the restoration of the pound sterling to gold parity 
would be And besides, India would not have secured stability of exchange 
by such action. She would not have secured stability of exchange in terms 
of sterling, in which the overwhelming proportion of India’s exchange 
transactions take place, and indeed of the exchange transactions of almost 
all the countries in the world. With the prospect of a fall in the rupee 
sterling rate to la. id. gold, when and if sterling reached parity with gold, 
there would have been a continual tendency fcr money to be remitted from 
India to Englahd at the temporarily higher rate of exchange. A rate of 
la. id. gold would therefore have been subject to the continuous pressure 
of special purchases of sterling made with a view of taking advantage of 
the temporary premium. Had the advocates of a gold standard in England 
not been successful in restoring parity as they were in 1925, the difficulty 
of maintaining a ratio of Is. id. gold in India would probably have proved 
temporarily insurmountable. It must be remembered that until England 
gave the lead hardly one of the big countries of the world had ventured to 
take any such step. That is what T have to say as regards the opportunity 
in 1924. As Mr. Kikabhai Premchiand pointed out, it was long before 
1924 that the Bombay school of thought had been pressing on the Govern- 
ment to take the action of restoring la. id. gold, and I have given reasons 
for saying that anv such .action would have been simply to risk a repetition 
of the disaster of 1920. The so-called opportunity was therefore an exceed^ 
ingly doubtful one at the time when it is said to h^ve occurred. It is.o^t 
those who are possessed of the pft of ’hlrid-S!ght;;wh6 knew in 1^4 
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happened in 1925, who can be so confident of what ought to have been done 
in 1924. (Laughter.) But there is another point. That is the question 
whether the restoration of the pre-war parity of la. 4d. offered any such 
special advantages to India as its advocates claim. The ratio of Is. 4d. 
had been destroyed in 1917 and was no longer on the Statute-book. The 
effect of the War had been to cause a very big rise in the level of world 
pnees and of rupee prices in India. It was indeed open to question whether 
theie were not definite advantages in allowing the exchange to rise per- 
manently to some figure above Is. 4d. thereby diminishing the extent of 
the permanent rise in rupee prices as compared with the pre-war index 
number. Even the rise from 100 pre-war to the present figure of about 
160 over a period of not much over 12 years strongly disturl^d the equili- 
brium of economic conditions in India, and he would be a bold man who 
denied that high prices in terms of rupees are in no way a disadvantage 
to tl^e well-being of the masses of India. Instability of prices causes 
much more disturbance in a country such as India than it does in the 
industrialised countries of the West. In so far as the action of the Gov- 
ernment in finally stabilising the rupee at la. 6d. has had tlfe result of 
making the restoration of harmony between rupee prices and world prices 
come about at a higher rate of exchange and consequently a rather lower 
level of rupee prices, I claim that on the whole the results have been to 
the advantage of the masses of India. (Applause.) Several Members on 
the other side have claimed that they are the spokesmen of the masses. 
Mif. Jamnadas Mehta is both the Currency League and the spokesman for 
the people of India. (Laughter.) Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, who I 
know feels very strongly on this subject, has taken the advantage of his 
speech this morning to read various letters from people who agree^ with his 
view in regard to la. 4d. I have had letters — ^I should think on the average 
about 80 letters a week — from people all over India wishing me God-speed 
in the fight for the masses of India, or words to that effect. I took up one 
when 1 went home for lunch just now^ which I propose to read to the House 
on the understanding that my correspondent's name is not required in the 
same way as the names of correspondents of Sir Purshotamdas were not 
asked for, because I must say that many of these correspondents have 
stated to me that for reasons which they need not go into it is important 
that their advocacy of Is. 6d. should not be made public! v known. Here is 
the' letter: 

“ We are watching eagerly your fight over the ratio jn tlie Councils and hope that 
as begun so you will end with success. Mass opinion is with you, because the masses 
do not understand nor do they care for the avalanche of figures. They want cheap 
cloth which the Is. 6d. ratio has given them and will still give them. Local magnates 
have their own axes to grind as well. Fight them like an intrepid warrior and sense 
the bliss of God's blessing. Do not bo daunted by the signatures in thousands which 
are being gathered by these magnates " 

That is from an Indian. 

ICr* M. A* Jixinftht Is that in English? He must be a very advanced 
member of the masses. 

The EonouraUe Sir Basil Blackett: This one is .in English. I have had 
many in the vernacular. (Laughter.) The next. point 

Mr.. 1|. A* Jlnneh: From agriculturists? 

The HMOnraUe Sir BaaU Blackett: I have had manv from the agricul- 
turists. 
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Hr. M. A. Jinnah: May I know in what language the agriculturists 
wrote to the Honourable Member? 

lire Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: In about half a dozen 
vernaculars. I do not claim to have read them myself. I have had them 
translated 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah: You would not have understood it ^ou had tried to 
read them. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I do not think the Honourable 
Member would understand many of them either. (Laughter.) 

The next question of Sir Purshotamdas is : 

''Is it a fact that : 

(a) the policy of woiking up the ratio beyond la. 4d. gold has been accelerated by 

the Government of India starving the country of normal expansion of cur- 
rency during the years 1921—27? and 

(b) that during the cut rent year (1926-27) very large a^ltual deflation of cur- 

rency has taken place?*' 

I never can understand what is meant by normal expansion of currency. 
Because during a period before the War world prices were rising steadily 
all over the world, it was perfectly natural that all over the world there 
should be a normal increase corresponding to the rise in prices in the de- 
mand for currency and therefore there was a normal expansion of currency 
during that period- There was an immense expansion of currency during 
the War all over the world and in India partly the cause and partly the 
eflPecI: of the enormous rise of prices that took place during the 

War. Since the War all over the world there has been a ten- 

dency for prices to fall, w'orld prices as well as rupee prices, and ordinary 
economic theory, in which the Chaarman of the Congress believes so much, 
would make it clear, I think, to those who think that with a fall in prices 

there must be a tendency for a normal contraction of currency. The idea 

that India has been starved of normal expansion is really a fallacy which 
I find it difficult to understand emanating from Sir Purshotamdas Thakur- 
das after his long experience of the currency question as a member of the 
Currency Commission .... 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: If the Honourable Member is prepared 
to give way, may T tell him that he is differing even from the Eight Hon- 
ourable McKenna, Chairman of the Midland Bank. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, I have often been forced to 
differ from that gentleman, but I do. not think that that gentleman has 
ever committed himself to such a heresy as that there is normal expansion 
of currency in periods of falling prices. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Why distort it thus? I take it the 
Honourable Member has seen his speech? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: l^es, 1 have seen it. I will take an 
opportunity of placing on the table» as soon as I have ^hem, the figures 
which Sir Purshotamdas desires, and I think he will find that, in so hx 
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as they have not been already answered fully in speeches which have been 
already made, the answers that will be given and placed* on the table, 
#rll give him all the information which he desires. 

I do not think that I need detain the House, which is no doubt anxious 
to get on to the Finance Bill, where it will have a new opportunity of 
starting trouble for the Finance Member, by continuing the argument in 
regard to the ratio. I do strongly protest against accusations that have 
been made against the Government of not being honest in this matter, 
against myself, against my friend Mr. Aravamudha Ayangar and others 
of having bowed to some one elses opinion and brought 
forward a measure in which they did not believe Mr. Jinnah was full 
of quotations about “His Master's Voice". He is no doubt an expyert in 
his master's voice and I can leave him to dance to the tune that his 
master in Bombay teaches him. 

lA. H. A. Jinnah: What about your master? 

Ihe Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: The Government have just as much 
right to say that they are acting in the interests of India and the interests 
of the masses as any Honourable Member on the other side. Government 
have never approached this question from any other point of view than 
wha^ they, in the best of their judgment, regard as the true interests of 
the masses. That we have differed very strongly from some Members on 
the other side we are aware, and I am quite willing to admit the complete 
sincerity of the views of Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas and Pandit Malaviya 
and others who have spoken on the opposite side; but they should do us 
the credit of believing that we have done our best, within our lights, for 
the interests of India in this matter. There is only one other point that 
I would refer to. That is the question of the difficulties that are going to 
arise in maintaining the Is. 6d. ratio. All sorts of dark pictures have keen 
drawn of the results on the masses, but one that comes home to me is the 
supposed result on the Finance Department. I think the record of the 
past two Budgets is some answer to those who complain that a Is. 6d. 
exchange is so fatal for the finances of the Government of India. (Applause.) 
We have not borrowed in Fjngland since 1923. T think that Sir Purshotam- 
das Thakurdas will remember that in their evidence given before the Cur- 
rency Commission it was stated on behalf of the Finance Department that, 
so lone as India had a large programme of capital expenditure, it was 
probably necessary" in present circumstances from time to time for them 
to supplement the resources of the Indian market bv borrowing abroad. 
That mav possibly become necessary. If it is necessary, it will be neces- 
sary in the interests of India. I have not made any provision in the 
Budsret for borrowing abroad and I hope that it will not be necessary, but 
I will say this that if it is necessary it would have been equally necessary 
if the exchange had been la. 4d. The idea that there is any serious dif- 
ference between maintaining 1«. fid. and msdntaining la. 4d. is absolutely 
unfounded. There is one extra difficulty in maintaining la. fid. and that 
is the strong opposition that has been put up bv the Currency League 
against the action of the Government in doing so. Apart from that one 
point of view of political difference, it is absolutelv as easy and as difficult 
^ maintain exchange at one rate as at another once prices have adjusted 
tHemselveg to that figure. 

— , „ — — 

*Vid€ Statement printed as an Appendix to these Debates. 
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Sir PuiBhotamdias Thakurdas: That is a very big and ominous "'iV\ 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: If prices have not adjusted them* 
selves to Is. 6d. they certainly have not adjusted themselves to Is. 4d.; 
BO on the Honourable Member s own showing there will be more difficulty 
in maintaining Is. 4d. than in maintaining Is. 6d. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I do not admit it. 

^ The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Howeven 1 will not pursue it any 
further. We have come to the final stage in this Bill. I have commended 
it to the House and the country as the first step in giving effect to the 
recommendations of the Currency Commission, and 1 will end with one 
last plea, that once this controversy is out of the way we should forget it 
as soon as possible and set to work to join each other in securing for India 
the best results from the rest of the Commission s Report. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That the Bill further to amend the Indian Coinage Act, 1926, and the Indian 
Paper Currency Act, 1923, for certain purposes, and to lay upon the Governor General 
in Council certain obligations in regard to the purchase of gold and the sale of gold 
exchange, as amended, be passed.*^ 

The Assembly divided: 
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THE INDIAN FINANCE BILL. 

The SoQOurable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member): Sir, I move 
“^hat the Bill to fix the duty on salt manufactured in, or imported by 
land into, certain parts of British India, to fix maximum rates of post^e 
under the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, further to amend the Indian 
Tariff Act, 1894, the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, and the Indian Paper 
Currency Act, 1923, and to fix rates of income-tax, be taken into con- 
sideration. 

Sir, I have already made a speech of something over an hour's length 
which may be taken, I think, as the second reading speech on this Bill. 
When I introduced the Budget I was really moving for the consideration 
of this Bill, and I do not propose to-day to take up any considerable por- 
tion of the valuable time of the House in discussing this Bill at this 
stage. I do, however, desire to refer to one matter on which there have 
been certain developments since the date of my budget speech, and that 
is in regard to the question of the export duty on tea. I stated in my 
budget speech that I proposed to bring forward a Resolution to fix the 
rate of income-tax on the non-agricultural profits of tea concerns raising 
the amount from 25 per cent, of the profits to 50 per cent. I made that 
proposal because I found that some years ago an undertaking had been 
given to the tea companies that the statutory nile on the subject would 
have the same force of law as an Act of the Indian Legislature, and the 
tea companies had, therefore, a right to expect that full opportunity 
would be given for discussing any change in regard to the assessment of 
income-tax on tea companies before it was brought into effect. I have 
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^lad various discussions and communications since that date with the 
»t6a companies, and I think I am correct in saying that they recognise 
that, if the present rule involves the non-taxation for income-tax pur- 
poses of any considerable amount of non- agricultural income, it is fair that 
in coimection with the abolition of the tea export duty the present limit 
•of 25 per cent, should be removed. They are not, however, at present 
willing to agree that the Government are correct in fixing the figure of 
50 per cent, and there are certainly some difficulties in the matter. I 
think the truth may be that conditions vary in different parts of the 
country, and in some cases a very much higher proportion than 50 per 
nent. really represents non-agricultural profits, whereas in other cases 
Ihe proportion may be lower. What I propose to do therefore is to make 
it clear on behalf of the Government that with the abolition of the tea 
export duty as proposed in this Bill the Government will regard them- 
selves at liberty, as indeed they should be, to tax tea companies on the 
full amount of their non-agricultiu*al profits and on that understanding 
I am quite W’illing to continue negotiations with the tea companies and 
jirrive at a solution for substituting some other rule for the present rule 
fixing 25 per cent., feeling confident that the results will not be contrary^ 
to the interests of the Indian exchequer. But it would be premature 
I think at this date either to make a rule fixing exactly 50 per cent, or 
to ask this House to endorse it. therefore, the Kesolution that had been 
put down in my name has been withdrawn and the understanding will be 
that, if the tea export duty is abolished as proposed in this Bill, the 
Government will be free to arrive at the non-agricultural portion of the 
/'rofits of the tea companies and to tax the full amount of the non-agri- 
cultural portion to income-tax. That is the only point to wffiich I desire 
to refer to-day. Tlie rest of the Bill w^as fully explained in my budget 
speech and I will content myself now. Sir, with moving the motion. 

Mr, A. Bangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum TrTchinopoly : Non-Muham- 
madan Kural) : Sir, I am sorry to say that the statement of the Honour- 
able the Finance Member is not satisfactory in so far as the position that 
has developed since he introduced the Finance Bill is concerned. I have 
more than once in this House, Sir, said that the Finance Bill is counter- 
part of the Budget Demands and I should have expected the Finance 
Member in this House to come and tell us what consequential alterations 
have been made in the Finance Bill as a result of the cuts and of the 
other motions that we had carried on the Budget Demands. Sir, he is 
bound on this occasion to make a statement of the needs of the Govern- 
ment for which we are expected to provide ways and means by means of 
the Indian Finance Bill. I have more than once mentioned it, but the 
Honourable Member has not told us whether the cuts that we have made 
hove been restored or whether they are going to be accepted, whether 
the ministerial staff of the Bailway Board is going to exist or not to 
exist. 

The Honourable Six Basil Blackett: I do not wiish to interrupt, Sir, 
but I think I may say at once that it must be obvious to the House that 
none of the cuts made affect' materially the total amount required foi^ 
the finances of the year. 

Mr; A. Bangaswami Iyengar: The question whether it is material qr 
not is entirely wide of the mark. I say, Sir, it is the duty of the Finance 
Member when he asKs us to take into consideration the Finance* Bill^ to 
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Dome and tell us exactly what his needs have been as a consequence of 
the discussion on the Budget Demands. 

Then, Sir, I am not at all satisfied either with the manner in which, 
he has withdrawn his Bescdution on the income-tax assessable of tea oom> 
panies. Sir, he says that there has been some difficulty in finding out 
whether the 50 per cent, assessment to income-tax of the profits of tea 
companies can be made fairly in some cases or not fairly in certain other- 
cases. What I want to point out is that, if it is correct and proper for 
him to come to this House and ask by means of a Eesolution to empower 
the Government to assess the tea companies to income-tax of 25 or 50 
per cent, of their income, I think it is his duty not to take away the power 
from this House and say: we shall do what we think best. I say, Sir,, 
it is trifling with the House. When the Government thinks it is neces- 
sary Jo take a Eesolution of this House which will support them, they 
always put down a Eesolution, but when they find there is some difficulty 
which they want to avoid, then they withdraw their Eesolution. 

That is how the House is very unfairly treated and it is trifling with 
the House. I therefore w^ant to know more specifically and exactly what 
ihe Government will do, on this tea duty question and whether they 
will come to this House later with a Eesolution so that the loss which 
we will incur by the removal of the tea duty will be replaced specifically 
by the levy of an equivalent amount of income-tax on the tea companies. 

Mr* M. E* Acharya (South Arcot cum Chingleput: Non-Muhammadan 
Kural) : Sir, I rise to move the motion of which I have given notice, 
namely : 

“ That tho Bill bo referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable the 
Finance Member, Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar, Mr. M. R. 
Jayakar, Mr. Ghansl^am Das BirJa, Sir Walter Willson, Maulvi Muhammad Yakub, 
Mr. .Iiimnadas M. M^ehta and the Mover.*’ 

and I do so mainly because I want to. put on the records of this House a 
very important principle. I am quite aware, Sir, that we are on the 
afternoon of the 22nd of Meirch. I feel as keenly as anybody else the 
oppressive heat of Delhi, but, as I said, a Bill of this very grave import- 
ance ought, in my opinion, and I hope in the opinion of many others, to 
have been subjected to a careful scrutiny by a special Committee or a 
Select Cgmmittee. I have been looking up, Sir, to find out what the proce- 
dure in England in the House of Commons is, and, so far as I have been 
able to read, I find that there is a Permanent or Standing Commijjtee of 
Supply there which goes into details of the various demands that may 
arise for tho year, which Committee of Supply corresponds roughly to our 
Standing Finance Committee. They have also got there a Standing Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means which carefully scrutinises every proposal for 
taxation and other ways of raising revenue, and it is after such careful 
scrutiny that the measures are brought before the House of Commons; 
and even then, if I am right in what I have read, the whole House goes 
into Committee and discusses the consequences of the various proposals 
in Committee. That obviously. Sir, is a very much better way of find- 
ing out what will be the best aspect of the various measures. For ex- 
ample, here, An the printed list of amendments, there are some very im- 
portant amendments — as many as 80 important amendments. There are 
altogether 66 amendments, of which 80 are quite substantial. It will be- 
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Tery difficult, I beg to urge, in the space of a day or two, or even three 
days, for the whole House to see which of these amendments, which of 
the various suggestions made in these amendments, are likely to be of 
the best advantage. In' these circumstances, Sir, I would urge-'that it 
should have been possible for the Government to have made some arrange- 
ment by which this very important Bill could have been scruthli^ed by a 
Select Committee. I want to make this humble suggestion at least for 
future guidance that as soon as the Finance Bill is introduced, it may be 
possible for the Finance Member at once to ask that the Bill should be 
scrutinised by a Select Committee before it is brought and taken up for 
full discussion clause by clause in the House itself. It would be of help 
to us. Otherwise it would be possible, as each amendment is taken up, 
to point out some difficulty here or some difficulty there against each. 
Here we have got some 3 crores odd as the surplus budgeted by the Finance 
Member for the year. In what best way that surplus can be utilised, 
what taxation might be reduced, in what way the taxation that can be 
•reduced would benefit the largest number of people — ^these are all ques- 
tions which could be much better discussed, at any rate in my opinion, in 
a Committee. It is with that object that I have put down this amend- 
ment. Not that I am not aware of the very late day at which we are 
sitting. I have come forward to bring this amendment for the simple 
reason, as it will be obvious to everybody, that a Committee would go 
§nuch better into the details of the various amendments, would be much 
better able to report to the House in what best way the surplus that is 
budgeted by the Finance Member could be utilised. I do not propose 
to go into details, Sir, because I am aware that the point I have raised 
will be evident to all the Members in the House. Therefore I move the 
motion. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : I sup- 
port the motion moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Acharya on the 
ground that in this Bill there are proposals for the reduction of some 
taxes. On this side of the House there is a certain amount of feeling 
that the reduction only gives relief to a class of people who do not require 
any relief in the beginning when a reduction of taxes is made. If we 
reject those clauses in the Bill we cannot put in other clauses proposing 
reduction otf taxes in the case of the people who should be relieved, be- 
cause those clauses will be outside the scope of the Bill. Especially there 
is clause 2 which has been a controversial question for a long time. Year 
after year the salt question raises a certain amount of heat and contro- 
versy in this House, and, as it is well known that salt should be a na- 
tional industry and India should be self-supporting in that respect, we 
require that some protective duty on imported salt should be imposed side 
ly side with the duty on the inland salt. I do not know whether that 
can come within the scope of the Bill, though when the Bill comes up 
for consideration I will still maintain that it is within the scope of the 
Bill. There are certain other matters also. As I have said, I do not 
^ike to take up more of the time of the House. I therefore support the 
amendment that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 

Hr. 0. Duraiflwamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoar:^ 
Non -Muhammadan Eural) : I rise to oppose the motion. H is a dilatory 
motion intended only for the benefit of those who propose to ^ 
from here to the Kumbha Mela at Hardwar. I have never heiu^ ci a 
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Finftnce Bill being referred to a Select Committee and the only virttie d 
this proposal is that the Committee is made up of persons who seem 
never to have thought over the Finance Bill. Not one of those who are 
mentioned there as forming the Ccmmitteo has given notice of any amend- 
ment. To be charitable to them, I think they have perused it in a 
cursory manner from beginning to end and T do not believe that they have 
ever thought of any amendment being made to the Finance Bill. There- 
fore, even if this is referred to a Select Committee, it will come back in 
the same condition as it is now, and those who have proposed amendments 
will still have to move them on the floor of the House. Therefore I think 
that a Select Committee would serve no purpose. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I agree entirely with the Hast 
speaker and I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. President: The original motion was: 

“ TJhat the Bill to fix the duty on salt manufactured in, or imported by land into,. 
certain pkrts of British India, to fix maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1898, further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, the Indian Stamps 
Act, 1899, and the Indian Paper Currency Act, 1923, and to fix rates of income- tax,. 
be taken into consideration.*^ 

Since which the following amendment has been moved : 

“ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable^ 
the Finance Member, Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar, 
Mr. M. R. Jayakar, Mr. Ghanshyam Pas Birla, Sir Walter Willson, Maulvi Muhammad 
Yakub, Mr. jamnadas M. Mehta and the Mover.** 

The question that I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

The motion was negatived. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

“ That the Bill to fix the duty on salt manufactured in, or imported by land into,, 
certain parts of British liidia, to fix maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1898, further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, the Indian Stamp Act, 
18^, and the Indian Paper Currency Act, 1923, and to fix rates of income-tax, be taken 
into consideration.*' 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Pzjgsldent: The question is: 

** That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill.” 

Pandit Bila k antha Das: Before clause 2 is taken up, I should like to 
submit that there is an amendment which stands in my name, No. 45. 

I should like to refer to that. In clause 2, it is proposed to put a duty on 
salt manufactured in or imported by land into any part of British India. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will be entitled to raise that 
point when his amendment is reached. At present I propose to take 
amendment No. 12 Standing in the name of Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar 
which is tliat in clause 2 of the Bill for the words one. rupee and four 
annas the words “ eight annas " be substituted. 

Pandit B H a k aa tha Das: Before that is taken it will facilitate matters, 
if what I submit is heard. 
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Mr. President: I have given some thought to the questicMi and the Hon- 
ourable Member will believe me when I say that it will not facilitate 
matters. We are now dealing with clause 2 and not withi the Schedule to 
which the Honourable Member's amendment refers. 

Mr. 0. Duralswamy Aiyangar: I rise to move the amendment: 

** That in clause 2 of the Bill for the words ‘ one rupee and four annas ' the word* 
* eight annas * be substituted.’*' 

I am glad that once again the floor of the House is to be in charge of 
Back-Benchers and we now rise to consider the real position of the real 
masses although the position of the masses and the hardship of the massea 
have hitherto been made pawns for the purposes of other games; 
and therefore perhaps the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett has left his task 
to the Back-Benchers instead of being seated in his seat when the 
Finance Bill is going on. Sir, if this time I rise to speak on behalf of the 
masses it is with considerable diffidence. When the Back-Benchers move 
anything on behalf of the masses, who are otherwise voiceless in this 
House, Honourable Members on the Front Benches rise and criticise the 
speeches as having been unnecessarily lengthy, containing no stuff, being 
irrelevant, wasting the time of the House. All such remarks flow from the 
Front-Benchers who do not really care for the difficulties and hardships 
of the masses. Tf there is one thing which is behind me here it is the 
strong mute wall which stands as the symbol of the voiceless masses in 
this country who appeal to this House through me, and I dsire say you 
will bestow some thought over their condition. Sir, there is an old story 
in the Hindu Puranas of one Sunaschapa. A man wanted to have a sacri- 
fice made of a human being and he went to a set of parents who had three 
sons. The father said the eldest son is very dear to me. Therefore I 
cannot part with him. The mother said I am very fond of the last son. 
Therefore I cannot part with him. Therefore the middle son had to be 
sacrificed. Similarly, in this country when the import duty is sought to bo 
raised, the merchants of England come against this Government and they 
have to surrender. If any excise duty is to be levied inside the country, 
the merchant princes of Bombay come against the Government and they 
have to surrender; and therefore what is it that is left. “Switch up the 
salt duty “ is the one maxim which this Government has been pursuing 
not only now, not from the days of Sir Basil Blackett but from the days 
of many of the ancestors of Sir Basil Blackett. Therefore a little biography 
of this salt duty will be a little interesting and I will not take up much 
time in referring to that. In 1836 when inland and transit duties in this 
country were abolished, this salt duty was increased to make up the 
revenue. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Which of my ancestors did that, 
Sir. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: I do not know the history of your 
ancestors, you must know your own ancestors better. In 1846 the duty 
on port to port trade was abolished and the salt duty was increased. In 
1862, when the cotton import duty was decreased, the salt duty was in- 
creased, and in 1879, when the import duty was abolished, the salt duty 
was retained. You will find, therefore. Sir, throughout the history of thii^ 
salt duty that whenever any other source of revenue is cut out, whenever 
thete is a deficit Budget of ftie Government of India, the one maxim of 
the Finance Member is to switch up the salt duty. That is* what 
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fin4 in 1888. There was a deficit Budget and the salt duty was enhanced 
to Es. 2/8. For the sake of the deficit Budget of 1888 it was increased 
and it continued on that scale until 1902. There was a small intervening 
eront in this history of increases, Sir. That was in the year 1862. 
Then Lord Dalhousie became alarmed at the way in which imported salt 
wias encroaching upon the indigenous salt and the loss which the manufac- 
turers of indigenous salt were put to on account of this imported salt. He 
made a strong protest which resulted in a hue and cry from all quarters 
in Great Britain. I will not read all the numerous petitions which flowed 
into the House of 'Commons then, but I will read only a small portion of 
one. At page 449 of Butt's Economic History of India in the Victorian 
Age you will find that the Chamber of Commerce of Bristol submitted. a 
vigorous and well-argued petition on the hardship caused by the salt tax 
in India. I do not go into the motives of that petition, but the argument 
is very sound : 

*1 The price to tho consumer here in, England is 30/j. per ton instead of £21 per 
ton as in India, and if it were necessary to abolish the salt tax at home some years 
hence it appears to your petitioners that the millions of Your Majesty’s subjects in 
India have a much stronger claim for its remission in their case, wretchedly poor 
as they are and essentially necessary as salt is to their daily sustenance and to the 
prevention of disease in such a climate.” 

A strongly worded petition was presented by the Chamber of Commerce 
of Bristol : 

** The merchants, shipowners and tradesmen of Liverpool hold it to be the sacred 
«nd solemn duty of the Government to afford to the people of that country (India) 
the same fostering care as is and ought to be afforded to the people of this country.” 

And they were of the opinion that the abolition of the duty on salt in 
British India would be not only a great boon to the people of that country, 
to which justice and humanity entitled them, but would also tend greatly 
to improve and strengthen the mercantile interests of this country by in- 
creasing the payments for cotton and other goods of English manufacture 
exported to this country.' You will find, therefore, Sir, that the total aboli- 
tion of the salt duty was strongly advocated for the benefit of the poor 
of this country. Sir, nothing is more humiliating to a country than that 
the breakfast of the poorest man of the country should be taxed. And 
nothing is more mean and melancholy meanness too on the part of a 
civilized government than for it to stand between the hands and mouth of 
the poorest man and say to him, “ Pay me my salt duty and then eat your 
breakfast.” And this Bill, Sir, is fdrcing on the poorest this iniquitous 
duty. I ask the Honourable the Finance Member, before he congratulates 
himself upon his surplus Budget, to say to the poor man that he has help- 
<id him in this particular way. A few minutes ago my Honourable friend 
Sir Basil Blackett read a letter which was anonymous. I thought he was 
reading a word which is different from what it actually was. Instead of 
cheap cloth ”, he should have read “ cheap salt I think the word 
in that letter was ” salt ” and not cloth, or at any rate it ought to have 
been, and I think the letter addressed to him congratulating him upon 
la. 6d. contained not only a reference to the supply of cheap cloth to the 
msisses but also cheap salt to the masses. In any case. Sir, please take 
it like that. Now, Sir, that is exactly the situation with reference to the 
salt duty. In this country it was the Honourable and much respected, 
all-India respected and revered Gokhale who sacrificed his whole life to 
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-an agitation for the remission of the salt duty. I am sorry to find that 
none of those prominent men of this House have come forward within those 
lien people who have given amendments for the reduction of the salt duty 
to. press and advocate this cause. The oldest Member of this House, the 
Member who has been sitting ever since the commencement of this House, 
vny friend Mr. Harchandrai Vishindas, gave notice of a motion of a token 
cut when the Demand under Salt was before this House, though he had 
no occasion for moving it. There he said in brackets “ total abolition of 
salt tax and I thought that my Honourable friend Mr. Harchandrai 
Vishindas would make out a very strong case though it might not have 
been relevant on that occasion. Sir, the Honourable Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdag said on the occasion when the cotton excise dijity was ‘ being 
■discussed on the floor of this House words to this effect : 

But we shall not retain this duty for the miserable rupees, annas and pies which 
it brings into the Indian treasury, which I repeat is tainted money.” 

-Sir, if the money received from the cotton excise is tainted money, a 
hundred times more tainted is the money which you receive from the poorest 
man’s salt, and I ask you to omit that before you omit any other thing. 
If the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett said in his speech that he had 
crores as surplus, it is all the net income of the salt duty. Take that 
figure and take the figure of the gross income of salt tax and deduct the 
expenditure, you have the identical figure : the amount you have saved 
as surplus is the amount which has been derived from the poorest man, 
over which you have been gloating. The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett 
takes credit and says ho has reduced the salt duty. How did he reduce 
it? Only six months before that, he increased it and then decreased it. 
In 1923-24 he increased it and in 1924-25 he reduced it and claims as part 
of the credit that he has reduced the salt tax and done an immense good 
to the country, I have heard a story somewhere in Delhi about the way 
with these camels being very peculiar. All .the maximum load is put on 
its back and the man plays a trick with it; he puts another stone on it 
and then throws it down and the camel thinks that the whole weight is 
taken off and it rises up. You have put the maximum duty, the maximum 
tax, everything on the people nnd then raised the salt duty to 2-8-0 for a 
year and then reduced it and you take credit and say “ I stand for the 
masses, I stand for the poor. I have reduced the salt duty.’’ Sir, that 
wih give no credit to the Honourable the Pinance Member. If truth- 
speaking, speaking the truth in all its nakedness, is Parliamentary — ^it 
is doubtful — I must sa;\J .that the curse of the poor man will be over the 
Pinance Member if before ho lays down his office he does not reduce the 
salt duty to the irreducible minimum. I call upon. Sir .... 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan Bural) : 
Sir,' is it permissible to curse an Honourable Member in that way ? 

Mr. 0. Duraiflwamy Aiyangar: Sir, I am certain that the Honourable 
the Finance Member will see his way to reduce the salt tax to its 
irreducible minimum one day before he lays down his office and therefore 
n,s the first step Awards that I say it must be reduced to 8 annas. Sir, I 
am supported in this by no less a person than Dr. Paranjapye who says in 
the Taxation Enquiry Committee's Eeport at page 138: 

** There is abundant evidence that the diac^seions of recent years have resulted 
much unsettleiyient of the market, considerable increases of price to the consumer an$ 
^profit to thp dealer with no advantage to the Exchequer. Br. Paranjapye Would lik^ 
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to B6e that the rate is reduced to about 8 annas in normal times as the figures given^ 
above show that the consumption increases with a decrease in duty. He considers that 
this is a legitimate source for increased taxation in case of emergency and would there- 
fore keep the normal rate very low. Also he thinks that any reduction in the rate 
should be appreciable, otherwise it would not benefit the mass of the people who buy 
their salt in very small quantities at a time.** 


That is v^^hy, Sir, I insist on its reduction to 8 annas, not to one rupee 
or 1 — 2, — it is not a question of mere words or of a nominal 
victory ; I ask that it should be reduced by a substantial amount, 
and that could only be if it is reduced to 8 annas. As I have said on 
previous occasions, there are other ways in which the Financb Member 
can see that the income is not affected. Ho has a right to increase the 
import duty on imported salt; he can certainly make up the income, and 
if there is any shortage in the average income which he is getting, he need 
not be sorry because he foregoes that income for the benefit of the masses 
of this country. Sir, one argument that is usually advanced with reference 
to the salt tax is that the salt tax is the one tax which is distributed over 
the whole population. Every man has to pay it. But the greatest disad- 
vantage, the greatest drawback of such a tax is that the poorest man has- 
to ]Lay as much as the ricliest man, and if lie knows the facts, the poorer 
the man the greater the amount he has to pay on account of his salt. 
The rich man gets his salt in so many other ways. He gets his salt in 
fruits and so many other diroctions, but the poor man has to use a greater 
quantity of salt than the rich man. Therefore, the duty on salt falls 
more heavily upon him. Sir, which is the tax in this country which is 
not paid by the poorest man? Is not income-tax paid by the poor? Who 
is it who pays the income tax? You may levy income-tax on the rich, but 
it is the debtor who pays it, not the creditor, not the sowcar, not the banker; 
it is the poor man who pays it. (You may shake your head.) You know 
very well that is all imposed on the debtor and from his pocket it proceeds, 
not directly to you but through the banker. Take any other taxes, court- 
fees or stamps or anything you please, and it is shared by the poorest 
man in this country. Therefore, it is idle to contend that the salt tax is 
the only tax that is distributed all over. Even the Duke of Argyle, one 
of the greatest advocates of the tax, said it must be proportionate to the 
capacity of the man who pays it. And the Taxation Enquiry Committee- 
puts it at 3 annas per head .at present and says, in its opinion, it is a 
great hardship on the poorest people. Therefore, Sir, the Honourable the 
Einance Member will, I hope, see that the salt tax is reduced gradually 
until it comes to total abolition. 

Hr. President: I_ should like to know whether other Honourable Mem- 
bers who have amendments on the same subject desire to move them. 
There is one in the name of Mr, Prakasam who wants to reduce the salt 
duty to 10 annas. Mr. Nilakantha Das and Mr. Sesha Ayyangar want 
the salt duty reduced to 12 annas, and Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain 
Khan and Pandit Nilakantha Das want it reduced to one rupee. Does 
Mr. Prakasam wish to move his amendiqent? 

Mr. T. Prakasam. (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna: Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Th^re is one amendment under item 14 for reducing' 
it to 8 annas in my name. 
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Hr, President: The one for eight annas has already been moved by 
Mr. Dursuswamy Aiyangar. Does the Honourable Member wish to move 
his amendment for ten annas ^ 

Mr. T, Prakasam: I move, Sir: 

'» “ That in clause 2 of the Bill for the words ‘ one rupee and four annas * the 
words * ten annas ’ be substituted.** 

My Honourable friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar has said what hsis 
to be said on the matter. I do not think that by atlernpting to say more 
I will improve the situation and persuade the Honourablq the Finance 
Member The other day, when my Honourable friend Pandit Nilakantha 
Das was narrating the story of poor men living upon grass while this British 
Government is ruling here, I for one was really having my heart in my 
mouth when I was hearing that story. I expected the Honourable the 
Finance Member at least to say a word of sympathy in reply and ask 
whether there are human beings to-day actually living upon grass. No 
word of sympathy, no response came from him ; so I do not think, Sir, 
that any appeals would persuade this Government or the representatives 
of this Government. My Honourable friend Sir George Paddison was 
telling 118 this morning that I was in a gloom. If I should not be in gl<^m 
when there are human beings under the kind care of labour representatives 
like Sir George Paddison and under the care of the Honourable the Finance 
Member who are actually living upon grass, in what other condition should 
I be? 

Mr. President: That does not make out a case for 10 annas, but is an 
argument for total abolition. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Certainly, Sir, I am very sorry I did not move for 
total abolition. I regret it very much. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is entitled to support the 
amendment of Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar and yet move his own. He can 
vote for both when they are put. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Yes, Sir, I think I am open to correction for not 
having asked for something less than 8 annas; so I will not dilate very much 
upon it; but in moving this proposition I am only submitting that as a 
very great reason for the reduction of the salt duty, because these men are 
actually living on grass to-day. I would invite the representative of labour, 
and particularly the Honourable the Finance Member before he leaves, 
the shores of India to get into the train and try and go with Pandit 
Nilakantha Das and verify whether there are human beings living on grass 
to-day before he goes and gives an account of his administration here in^ 
England. 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member (Pandit Nilakantha Das) 
wish to move his amendment for reducing the salt duty to Re. 1? 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: I should like to move the amendment under 
this head, but it would be better if I am allowed to do so, after the pre- 
sent amendment is put to the vote. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is rcntitled to move his: 
amendment to reduce this salt duty to Re. 1. 
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Pandit Nilakantli^ Das: Sir, my Hopioiirable friend has alra|idy made 
a ease for 8 annas and I should be very glad to support it and I am sup- 
porting it. But if thaf^fails, then, as an alternative amendment, I shall 
mo\e that the salt tcwc be reduced to Be. 1 and I shall move) that on another 
basis. Am I allowed to do so? 


Mr. President: Certainly. • 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: I gave notice of both and 1 wish to support 
both, but they are on different principles and stand on a different footing. 

Hr. Preslcfent: The Honourable Member may explain to the House 
those principles. 1 cannot understand why Honourable Members who 
belong to the same party could not fix up one amendment and concentrate 
on it. Such a course would help to facilitate the business of the House 
•and also avoid so much confusion which we see now. Of course I am only 
•making a suggestion. Honourable Members are technically in order in 
n^oving all\.hese amendments. 

IPandit Nilakantha Das: Sir, I do not move for Bo. 1 instead of, but 
in thfe absence of, 8 annas, I speak for one — 8 annas, with which I agree; 
but I move for Be. 1 because if all other amendments fail, then from the * 
Government's financial standpoint I propose that some duty should be 
added to imported salt, so that the account may be balanced by making 
it Be. 1. I wish only to accentuate the principle that there should be a 
distinction between imported salt and inland salt so far as the duty is 
concerned. There is no other ground for which I put one rupee, for one 
rupee is little by way of reducing the salt tax. I simply move this with 
a view to emphasise the principle that there should be a distinction enun- 
ciated and recognised this year between imported salt the duty on which 
I propose to increase by four annas a maund, and to reduce the duty on 
native salt by four annas a maund, in order to balance the accounts only 
and nothing else. As for reducing the tax by a total omission, I support 
the amendment already moved; but on the principle, as I have explained, 
I move this motion, standing in my name. 

Mr. President: There is one amendment in the name of Mr. Sesha 
Ayyangar for reducing the salt duty to twelve annas. Does he wish to 
move it? 

Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar (Madura and Bamnad cum Tinnevelly : Non- 
‘Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, I formally move it. I move: 

** That in danse 2 of the Bill for the words * one rupee and four annas * the words 
‘ twelve annas * be substituted.** 

I am entirely in agreement with my friend, Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar, on 
the reduction of the salt duty. ’ l^is amendment of mine has only this 
merit, that it is a golden mean between four annas which covers the cost 
of maintaining the salt establishment and of producing salt, and the pre- 
sent rate of Bs. 1-4. Upon that ground I beg to move this amendment. 

Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan fPatna and Chota Nagpur cum 
Orissa : Muhammadan) : May I know one thing, Sir? What has happened, 
to the amendment of Mr. Das? I would like to move my amendment to 
reduce it to Be. 1. 

Mr. Prasidant: Mr. Das has already moved his amendment to reduce 
the duty to one rupee. 
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Klian*%abadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: ThenJ suppprt it, Sir. There 
is no doubt that the salt tax is a heavy burden on the poor people. But. 

I think if it is reduced to eight annas the reduction would be too heavy 
at present in the circumstances as they are to-day. On that ground, there- 
fore, I would reduce it to one rupee. I need not say anything more because 
much has been said already, and my only reason for moving my ainend- 
ment or supporting the amendment of Mr. Das is that the reduction to 
eight annas would be too drastic and the reduction to one rupee would be- 
more reasonable at present. Therefore I support the motion. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir, the amendment which stands in my name 
is similar to the amendment which has been moved by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar; so I rise to support his amendment to 
reduce the salt duty to eight annas. It has been said by my friend, Khan 
Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, that the one rupee reduction would be 
more reasonable. I do not know how he calculates this year, that the 
reasonable sum to which to reduce the salt duty, would bo one rupee 
and not eight annas. My idea is that salt should be as free as air and 
water. That is the theory of the great political economist, Mr.* Fawcett. 
The salt tax is paid by every individual in this country, becausp there 
no individual who does not consume salt. There is so much complaint 
against Jezia or the poll-tax which was imposed by one of the greatest 
tyrants in this country; but this salt tax is nothing less than that; the 
salt tax is oven worse than the Jezia^ since it is an imposition upon every 
individual, unless he chooses to go without food. But it has been said that 
the production of salt costs one anna and six pies per maund and the* 
Government has to keep up the machinery and so forth; so calculating 
everything, my friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar about three years ago 
came to the conclusion that the duty reduced to eight annas would be the* 
proper duty on such a thing as salt which is a necessity of life. That being 
so, I beg to submit that this duty should be reduced to eight annas. Sir, 
I am not going to waste the time of this House and the Chair also is not 
willing or rather does not view with approval that the valuable time of the 
House should be wasted in repeating the same arguments over and over 
again, which we have been repeating on the floor of this House year in 
and year out. But it has failed to make any impression upon the Mem- 
bers who are in charge of this Finance Bill. Be that as it may, Sir, but 
it is our duty here as representatives of the poor people of this country 
to enter our emnhatic protest against an imposition of this nature which 
is worse than Jezia. With your permission, Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment which stands in my name and which has been so ably moved 
by my friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar. 

Mr. Varahagiri Venkata Jogiah (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Noh- 
Muhammadan Eural) : Sir. I have only one word to say, and it is this. 
I am not going to repeat what has already been said on the subject. Sir. 
it has been represented to us that during the last four years we have been 
having surplus Budgets. I submit that surpluses are no surpluses, when 
oppressive taxation exists. When you say that we have this year a sur- 
plus Budget of 3^ crores, I would suggest thc^t that surplus should iTfe 
devoted to the reduction of the duty on salt to some extent at least. It 
has been repeatedly pointed out in this House, and especially by the late 
Mr. Gokhale in his speech on the Budget in the year 1902, that a surplus 
should in the first instance be utilised to reduce taxation. So that,. I, 
not see why a surplus Budget should be shown when people are gioaning 
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under taxation on some of the very necessaries of life like salt. 1 would 
therefore request the Honourable the Finance Member to devote the sur- 
pluses that were found this year towards the reduction of the salt duty. 
With these words, Sir, I beg to support my friend Mr. Duraiswamy 
Aiyangar. , ^ y 

Mr. President: Are there any other Honourable Members who desire 
to speak on this amendment? 

Mr. Bam Narayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 
Ves, Sir. 1 beg to support the amendment moved by my friend Mr. 
Duraiswamy Aiyangar. Sir, according to this Bill, the people are going 
to bo taxed. But in imposing this taxation even the ordinary principle 
of t fixation has not been followed. As far as 1 know, Sir, the principle of 
taxation is that the necessaries of life should not be taxed, and 1 cannot 
understand why such an eminent financier as the Honourable Sir Basil 
Blackett is not going to follow this ordinary and simple principle of taxa- 
tion in this Bill. This Bill, Sir, is based on the Budget, and for this Budget 
he has received numerous encomiums from several quarters, but I do not 
know why so much praise has been given to him for this Budget. If the 
figures on the income side are only*^ adjusted to those on the expenditure 
side, I do not think that it can be called a good budget. In my opinion, 
a good budget is only one in which the income of the coimtry is adjusted to 
the needs and comforts of the people thereof, and so far as the Budget 
and this Bill are concerned, I think the needs and comforts of the people 
are entirely ignored. The simple reason for this state of affairs is that the 
Honourable Sir Basil Blackett does not know the country at all. As has 
been pointed out by several speakers who preceded me, votes are cast on 
behalf of the Government owing to ignorance. I may go even so far as to 
sav that this Budget has been framed by a Member who too is utterly ignor- 
ant of the conditions of the people in the country. For his information and 
for the information of the House, I may tell them a short story as to the 
real condition of the people. Once during the non-co-operation days 
when I was touring in my constituency, I happened to be in a group of 
villages. I had to stop for the night there. There the people could not 
manage even a little oil for a lamp for a meeting to be held in any of these 
villages. A little fuel was collected, and with the help of the light which 
the fire gave out when the fuel was burning, lectures were delivered. Not 
only that, Sir. At night, they, the villagers of all the villages combined, 
could not manage even two or three seers of rice to provide us with our 
meals. At dead of night paddy seeds, which were kept reserved for 
agricultural purposes, were spent and rice v-as prepared nnd cooked for 
our meals. That is the condition of the people, and our Honourable 
friend, Sir Basil Blackett, must know that by this Bill he is going to tax 
people like these. Not only that, in my constituency and so far ns I know 
in the whole country there are people who for more than six months in the 
vear live only on leaves, roots and fruits from the jungles. I think that 
it is a disgrace to the Government and to this House that people h‘ke these 
are to bfe taxed by this Bill. I therefore^ hope that the whole House will 
unanimously agree that Mr. Duraiswamv Aiyangar's amendment be 
passed ; and I hope Sir Basil Blackett, who has just spoken a good deal 
about his sympathy for the people and the masses of the country will agree 
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to this gtaid not oppose it, and I say that if he has got a bit of sympathy 
for the poor of the country, he will not raise his voice against this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. President: Sir Basil Blackett. Does the Honourable Mr. Kunzru 
wish to speak? 

Pandit Eirday Nath Kunzru (Agra Division : Non-Muhammadan Eural) : 
Yes, Sir. I can speak after Sir Basil Blackett, if he so wishes. 

Mr. President: Mr. Kunzru. 

Pandit Eirday Nath Kunzru: Mr. President, I wish to oSer a few 
general remarks in support of the position taken up by some Honourable 
Members that the salt tax should be reduced. Had‘ we been given a little 
more time for the general consideration of the Finance Bill, it would not 
have been necessary for me to make these remarks at this stage. But 
since it pleased you, Sir, to shorten the discussion in regard to the first 
stage of the Bill, I am afraid this is the only occasion on which 

Mr. President: Order, order. T think there seems to be some mis- 
understanding in the mind of the Honourable Member. I w'aited to see 
if any Honourable Member rose to speak, and as no one rose, there was no 
alternative for the Chair but to put the question. The speech of the 
Honourable Member suggests that the Chair did not give sufl6cient time to 
the House to discuss the Bill on the motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration. 1 think the Honourable Member is very unfair to the Chair. 

Pandit Eirday Nath Kunzru: Sir, I had not the least wish to cast any 
aspersions on the ('hair, but you will remember that, after putting the 
motion relating to the Select Committee tp the vote and disposing of it, 
you remained standing and, without sitting down, put the next motion, 
that is, the one regarding the consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. President: When the amendment for Select Committee was dis- 
posed of, the Chair proposed the original question in the usual manner, 
and as no Honourable Member rose to speak, the question was put. 

Pandit Eirday Nath Kunzru: Very w^ell, Sir, I shall be a little bolder 
in future. 

Primd facie, Sir, a motion asking for a heavy reduction in a budget 
which shows no surplus after the remission of the provincial contributions 
seems to be a matter requiring explanation. Not merely has the Finance 
Member remiited provincial coutril)utions by about thTee crores and a half 
but he has practically promised to wipe out the remaining part of the pro- 
vincial contributions, which is about 2 crores, in future. How is it then 
that the House, while realising all this, asks for a further heavy reduction 
of taxation? The position of the House, Sir, I believe is this. I have 
had opportunities of talking to many Honourable Members of the House on 
this subject and I believe that what I am going to say has their countenance 
and support. On several occasions the question of debt redemption has 
come before the House 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member must address 
himself to the question before the House, namely, the reduction of the salt 
tax. 

Pandit Eirday Nath Kunzmt I only wish to point out, Sir, by.placf!^ 
these general considerations before the House that the reduction of ts&tk- 
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tion that the House asks for is a perfectly reasonable proposition. As I 
was saying, Sir, the question of debt redemption has been before the 
House for a long time. I will not repeat the arguments that have been 
brought forward in connection with this matter on more than one occasion 
here. But taking the provision made merely in connection with produc- 
tive debt, that is, the debt incurred generally speaking in connection with 
Kailways, we are providing for about 3 crores. The payments to be made 
in connection with the railway annuities and railway sinking funds and the 
new scheme for debt redemption brought into force in 1924 will cost us 
in the coming year about 3 crores. In the second place, Sir, there is the 
question of military expenditure. Since the Budget was presented last 
year, the standard expenditure, the established charges, have increased, 
by about a crore, and this in spite of the hopes which the Finance Member 
gave expression to last year that it would go down. The Finance Mem- 
ber,, Sir, has had his own way with regard to the exchange. May we ask 
him^to use his power for a better purpose and to exercise all the influence 
that he wields in the Government of India to bring about a reduction in 
military expenditure? Let him be an intrepid warrior in this cause and 
he will certainly earn God’s blessing which he has not earned by sticking 
to the Is. 6d. ratio. On these two counts alone, that is, debt redemption 
and military expenditure, there can be a reduction of 4 crores. Now, I 
know. Sir, that this reduction cannot be given effect to all at once except 
in regard #to the provision for debt redemption, which is certainly under 
the control of the Finance Member. But the only way in which we can 
bring pressure to bear on Government, particularly in matters relating to 
finance, is to try to give effect to them at a time when we are asked to 
vote the money for carrying on the administration Now, T said a little 
while ago that the Finance Member had agreed to remit about 2 crores of 
the provincial contributions in the hear future. But, as? I have explained, 
according to the view which has been expressed repeatedly by this House, 
a considerable reduction of taxation over and above the 2 crores which have 
to be remitted to the Provincial Governments can take place. I am‘ not 
now, Sir, concerned with the exact amount of reduction that the Finance 
Member can give effect to immediately, although that too, in my opinion, 
is not small. But I do propose to vote for the general proposition asking 
for the reduction of the salt duty in view of the fact that the opinions 
repeatedly expressed in this House have not been given effect to, and 
partly, I may say. Sir, to strengthen the hands of the Finance Member 
himself, who I am sure is not pleased to come before us repeatedly and 
complain that military expenditure is rising. I am sure that while he will 
earn God’s blessing bv helping us to reduce the crushing burden of mili- 
tary expenditure we shall earn his blessing by pressing the matter on his 
attention and it is in the earnest hope that we are strengthening the hands 
of the Finance Member himself in his struggle against the Military Depart- 
ment that I propose to support the motion for the reduction of the salt 
duty. 

Lala Lalpat Bai (Jullundur Division: Non-Muhammadan): T rise to 
support the amendment for the reduction of the salt duty, and in doiilfl^ 
so, I want to acknowledge the great service Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar and 
the other Honourable Members on this side of the House have rendered 
to tho fcoiintry by bringing this important question in this form before the 
House. I trant .also to acknowledge the services that have been rendered 
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by the il^itck-benoherB on this side in the cause of the masses 911 matxy occh- 
sions before. Borne j)eople in this Hpuse have been finding fault with the 
Back-benchers. I am not one of them. I think the Back-benchers re- 
present the masses much better than even many of the Front-benchers^ and 
I am free to acknowledge here the services that they render. Perhaps their 
sp.3eches may not. be so polished as those on the Front-benchers (iln 
Honourable Member: ‘‘Question.’*) I do not say that for myself. 1 was 
expressing the opinion of some persons on the opposite side. The Back- 
benchers speak plain language, tlicy open tiieir Hearts and I think thejj 
should be encouraged rather than otherwise in doing so. 

Coming to the merits of the question, I plead guilty to the charge 
brought forward against the Front-benchers by Mr. Duraiswamy AiyaUgar. 
But 1 may tell him that if the Front-benchers have not tabled any amend- 
ments in this connection, they have not done so for fear of coming into 
competition with the amendments already proposed by the Back-benchers. 
This is a matter in which they have my entire support and I wish fully; 
to associate myself with the remarks made by Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyaugar 
in support of his proposal to reduce the salt duty to eight annas or, if thftt 
was possible, for the entire abolition of the duty. I do not sympathise with 
the first part of Mr. Kunzru's speech at all. It is no concern of mine 
to solve the diflSoulties which the Government may experience in making 
tw 5 ends meet in case this amendment be accepted by the House. This 
Government does not listen to us either with regard to the imposition of 
taxes or with regard to the spending of them, and therefore it is no part 
of our duty to see if the Government is at this stage, at the time of the 
consideration of the Finance Bill, put in any difficulty by the reduction of 
any tax that we should be very solicitous to see that they are not in any 
difficulty. I must be absolutely franlj. Considering the way in which 
the Government trifle with this part of the House in relation to every 
question relating to the finances of the country, I have absolutely no sym- 
pathy with them. I stand entirely for the rights of the people. The 
finances of the country which come from the pockets of the poorest of this 
country ought to be managed according to the wishes of t^e people of the 
country. We have seen how the wishes of the people of this country are 
being trifled with in almost every matter relating to finance. And, if the 
finances are not going to be managed according to the wishes of the people 
of the country, we on this side of the House can have no sympathy with 
any difficulties that the Government may find themselves in. It is not 
for us to find money for the expenses which they sanction in defiance of 
Dur wishes. Of course, it will be our duty to find finances for those depart- 
ments, for those expenses, which they run or incur in accordance with the 
wishes of the people. But if they sanction expenditure, if they carry on 
departments in the Government in defiance of the wishes of the representa- 
tives of the people simply by their fiat, by a vote of 89 elected Members 
ligainst 06, then surely they cannot claim any sympathy from us, it is 
not for us to care for their difficulties, I stand for the question of principle 
irrespective of the remarks made by Mr. Kunzru as to how the reduction in 
the salt duty is to be made up. That is the duty of the Finance Member. 
He will do it. He is paid for it. I stand for the principle and I support 
my friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar in every word that he has said, t 
Jjave one word more. In my judgment it would be much better if Honour* 
able Members concentrate on one amendment instead of moving so mtoiy 
^endments. I am told that, roughly ^ealdng, the amendment at w 
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•nuas suits the retail buyers more than that of 8 annas. If so, it will be 
much better to concentrate on that^ amendment. 

1 desire to add one word as regards the retail sale of salt. 1 find from 
experience that the sale of salt is carried on in conditions which impose 
great hardships on the consumer and on the general masses of the people, 
it is supplied to them at much higher rates. The expenses connected with 
the sale come to such a heavy figure that in some places practically double, 
treble and even four times the price is paid by the ordinary consumer than 
what is paid in the shape of duty. Ail this profit is made by the middle- 
men with the sanction and approval of the authorities. They give the 
monopoly of the sale ot salt to different contractors in different provinces, 
which is dispensed as a kind of favour shown to them. I trust that the 
Finance Department will take steps to discontinue that practice of giving 
a monopoly to certain people whom the Government or the bureaucracy 
want to favour. Sait is a thing which is consumed by the poorest people 
ana therefore even if the salt duty is not reduced, I hope the Government 
of India will take steps to see that the extra expense put on the sale of 
salt (which is practically paid by the consumer) is reduced to 'a minimum, 
if it cannot altogether be abolished. With these^remarks 1 support the 
amendment of Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar and I suggest that we should 
concentrate on the 10 annas amendment instead of dividing ourselves on 
8 annas. I want the House to concentrate on 10 annas and vote for it. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: With regard to the last point which 
my Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Bai has introduced — the question of 
the methods by which salt reaches the consumer — I can assure him that 
the Finance Department is continually watching over the business with a 
view to securing that the middleman of whom he is complaining does not 
abuse his position. He made the suggestion that there is some favouritism 
about it. That is a suggestion which he would not have made if he had 
thought twice about it. That there are difficulties in securing that the 
retail sale of salt shall be undertaken in ways which avoid profiteering is 
well known toiais all, but the Finance Department has that matter con- 
tinually in mind and if Lala Lajpat Bai has some particular case which he 
desires to bring to my attention I shall be only too happy to see if any- 
thing can be done to improve the present position. But I believe that 
matters are more satisfactory now than they were at one time. 

Lala Lajpat Bai: If 1 may interrupt the Honourable Member for one 
minute, I would say that I am very thankful for the remarks which he has 
made, but I want to point out that some years ago these contracts were 
given in the Punjab by way of favour to a very large extent, and that was 
to my personal Imowledge. 

The EtonouraUe Sir Basil Blackett: 1 should be glad if the Honourable 
Member could give me definite cases which have come to his notice which 
substantiate the charge that he has made. It is perfectly true that at 
the time of the change of duty in 1928 and 1924 there were considerable 
difficulties in securing that the Government got any reasonable share of 
the result of increasing the duty or that the reduction of the duty came 
into the pocket of the consumer at all quickly. 

I turn now, however, to the main question. The cost of reducing the 
duty irom Bs. 1-4-0 to jde. 1, that is, by 4 annas, is 1*25 crores. If you 
red^qe ^t by 8 annas the cost is 2*6 crores; and if you reduce it by 10 annaSi 
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a figure which I understand is favoured by Lala Lajpat Bai, the cost is 8*12 
crores; while a 12 annas reduction would cost 8*75 orores. I do not propose 
to pursue the suggestion that was made by Mr. Kunzru that we should 
find that at this stage by a reduction in military expenditure. I should* 
however, like to draw his attention to the fact that I do not think he is 
justified in saying that military expenditure has gone up by a crore as 
compared with last year. The estimate for the current financial year was 
64*88 crores, and for the next financial year it is 64*92 crores* which is 
practically the same figure. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : I was taking the budget figures and also 
taking the established charges, not the net charges, as I have repeatedly, 
said in this House. 

1%6 Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I do not propose to pursue that 
point but will merely point out that the estimate for the current year 
was 54-88 crores, net, and the estimate for the next year is 54*92 crores. 
We have already had a discussion as to the possibility of reduction. I do 
not think I need add anything to what I have already said on the sub- 
ject. Any reduction that is possible in military expenditure is obviously 
desirable, especially in my opinion if the resulting saving is used for bene- 
ficial expenditure for other purposes. I have done my best during my 
period of service as Finance Member to bring the charge *for military ex- 
penditure down and I think the Government have a very fair recent re- 
c. rd in that matter. But what Mr. Kunzru is now suggesting is that you 
should reduce the income of the Government of India so that none of 
the money that would be saved by the reduction would be available for 
expenditure but would go to the consumer of salt presumably. Nor do I 
propose to follow Mr. Kunzru into the suggestion that we should reduce 
the sinking fund in order to reduce taxation. That is a point which I 
have not the least intention of following now, but I would with all the 
emphasis at my command say to this House and to those who are res- 
ponsible or may hereafter be responsible for the finances of India, that 
the last thing they should consent to do is to do anything short of the 
maximum in the matter of reduction of debt, whether productive or un- 
productive. That is another point which I do not wish to follow at the 
present moment. Certainly if this House were to carry a reduction on 
any of these motions the result would be a reduction in the available re- 
venue of the Government by 3*12 crores in the case of a reduction of 
10 annas. Lala Lajpat Eai says he is not concerned with the way in 
which the Government find that money. I would suggest to him that he 
is concerned because what the Government would do, it is perfectly clear, 
would be not to remit the provincial contributions to that extent. That 
is exactly how the money would be found. (Lala Lajpat Rat: ‘*The 
sword of Damocles.*’) It is the sword of Damocles, and it is a sword 
that has hung over my head as well as over the heads of Honourable- 
Members in this House ever since I have been Finance Member. You 
oannot at the same time have a reduced central taxation and at i;he same 
lime get rid of your provincial contributions unless you are prepared to 
impose additional central taxation of some other kind. I have not heard 
it suggested that the House desires to impose additional central .taxation 
to the tune of 3*12 crores in order to replace what would be lost by the re- 
duction, of -the- salt duty. Until the proyineial contributions . are 
gone ttiis sword of Damocles, this dilemma, is always there. And *it is 
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nc^ more in my power to avoid it than it is in the power ol Lala Lajpat 
Tin! to avoid responsibility for his vote in this matter. The dilemma is 
there. Next year, if we are fortunate, or the year after, if we are for- 
tunate, the question of reduction of taxation and changes in taxation can 
be approached by the Central Government without reference to this 
^roublesotne question of provincial contributions. But I submit it is 
quite impossible this year. We are budgeting for a surplus of 3 crores 
and 64 lakhs and we require 545 lakhs to do without provincial contribu- 
tions in this coming year. We are making a very definite draft on the 
iuture even as things are. We obviously cannot afford to go further and 
lo do without 312 lakhs of salt revenue and still give the provinces the 
relief which we all want to give them. I must therefore put it perfectly 
n^ainly to the House that if the House desires to reduce the salt duty 
to 10 annas by their vote and proceed to do so, they will place us and 
thnmselves in exactly the position in which we were placed two years ago» 
r^ely, that the alternative is to maintain the lower salt duty and do 
without reduction of provincial contributions or to restore the salt duty 
to its present figure. I am not responsible for the dilemma. The Hon-^ 
curable Member is not responsible. It is there in the facts of nature. 
My Honourable friend Lala Lajpat Eai said he is not concerned 

Lala Lajpat Bai: It has nothing to do with nature in any case. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: With the trouble that it gives to 
the Government. He is very definitely concerned, because the trouble 
will be simply a non-reduction of the provincial contributions by that 
amount. May I turn just for u moment to what has been said about my 
want of sympathy for the poor man in Orissa? I think the Honourable 
Member who charged me of that does not remember what I said at the 
time. I did express sympathy and stated that all of us must feel a very 
real sympathy with people in that condition. But I also expressed the 
view that you cannot remedy that by this sort of notion of imposing a 
soecial protective duty in favour of salt on the Orissa coast against the 
rest of India and that the problfpi of the poverty of those for whom 
Pandit Nilakantha Das and others were speaking was not going to be 
remedied in this way; and if I am accused of lack of sympathy in a case 
where I knew I could not do more than sympathise I would suggest that 
a diet of sympathy is no more useful than a diet of grass. We shall 
come, I suppose, to that particular question later. 

But to return to the main question, the House is hieing asked to re- 
duce our salt revenue by 812 lakhs. I am inclined to maintain that if 
we had 312 lakhs available with which to reduce taxation, there are other 
taxes to which it would be desirable to give priority over the tax on salt. 
That is a matter which we mav have to consider very carefully later. I 
would nert .... 

A 

. Mr. 0. DwratewaiBy Aiyaagu: May T know what other taxea there are. 
Sir, claim priority? 

. Tltt BnUl BlkdcMil Them are a good* many taam. 
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Hr. 0. Duraiiwamy Aiyugar: Will the HonoucabU Member name one 
if he can? 

The Eonourable Sir Basil Blackett: I would suggest as an illuatration 

that there* is a certain amount of want of sincerity abbut this sort of 
argument. The Municipality of Allahabad imposes octroi duties on al- 
most all the necessaries of lifC) food grains, firewood, etc., and the cost 
of these octroi duties imposed by a Municipality which, I believe, is en- 
tirely in Nationalist hands, is very much more severe on the poor people 
than the salt tax. But there are really many other possible directions; 
wliat is after all a very small charge of 8 as. 6 p. per head per annum is 
not a duty which should be selected for abolition in advance of all others 
if we were in a position to reduce taxation, and I would suggest to the 
House that they should hesitate to commit themselves to the view that 
they are trying to commit us to now. Tliey may possibly do so when 
the time comes, but to commit themselves in advance on a hypothetical 
case is, I suggest, a little unwise. I oppose these motions. 

Pandit miakantha Dafl:_May I ask one question? What about meet- 
ing the reduction of duty on this inland salt by adding some more duty 
on imported salt, as I have proposed? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I do not know whether you. Sir, 
vould like me to deal with it. I understood it was not before the BEouse. 

Mr. President: The question is not before the House. 

The original motion was: 

That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill.** 

^incc which the follo\iD; aniendrncni has been Uiov d 

‘ That 111 clause 2 of the Bill for the words ‘ oi.e lupee and fonr mn.iR * the words 
‘ eight annas * be substituted.’* 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President: The original motion was: 

“ That clause 2 do stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. B. Das: I have an amendment. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will have an opportunity of 
moving his amendment. T am now disposing of the amendments for the 
reduction of the salt tax. Other amendments will follow in course' of 
time. ' 

Furtheir amendment moved 

** TJiat In clauae 2 of the Bill, for the words ' end four the 'words 

* be BubatUuted.’* 


r« • 
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Abdul Matin Chaudbory^ Maolvi. 
Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. 0. Duraiswamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Arift, Mr. Yacoob 0. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K V. Rangaawami. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. 8. Seaha. 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Ghaman Lall, Mr. 

Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukham. 
Chnnder, Mr. NirmaL Chunder. 
Das, B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 
Goswami, Mr. T. 0. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Ismail Khan, Mr. 
ilyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 
fyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

,/ayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 
Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kartar Singh, Sardar. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 

Khin Maung, U. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath 


Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhirendra 
Kanta. 

Lajpat Rai. Lala. 

Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan. 
Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M 
Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasack 
Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. 
Sardar. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Natique, Maulvi A. H. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 

Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. 8. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Roy, Mr. Bhabendra Chandra. 
Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

S'ngh, Mr. Ram Narsyan. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 

Sinha, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 

Tok Kyi, U. 

Vishindas, Mr. Harchandrai. 


The Assembly divided: 

AYES— 60. 


NOES— 48. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur M‘an. 
Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince 
A, M. M. 

All’son, Mr. P. W. 

Ashrpfuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Say id. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. A. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Rao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Coalman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji- 
Donovan. Mr. J. T. 

Dnnnett, Mr. J. M. 

Gavin- Jones, Mr. T. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. 
Graham, Mr L. 

Greenfield, Mr. H. 0. 

Haigh. Mr. P. B. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell. Mr. E. B. 

Innes, The Honourable Sir Charles. 


Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Risaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Lindsajy, Sir Darcy. 

Macphail, The Revd. Dr. E. M. 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. • 

Muddiman, The Honourable S’r 
Alexander. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. G. 

R'au, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Roy, Mr. K. 0. 

Roy, Sir Ganen. 

Ruthnaswamy, Mr. M. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad, 
Singh, Rai Bahadur 8. N, 

Sykes, Mr. R. F. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


The motion was adopted. 

Hr* President: Before I adjourn, I should like to congratulate the 
House on the progress that it has made during the last two days. The 
Currency Bill is out of the iway and we have made fairly ^ good progress 
in the tnatter of the Finance Bill. Therefore I do not think it necessary 
to trouble the Honourable Mopibers with a night sitting. With their 
consent, however, I propose to sit from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. to-morrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Ten of the Clock on We^esdsy 
the 28rd Maroh. 1027. 



APPENDIX.* 


Sttttement ghowing net expansion and contraction of currency from this fst September 1924 to the 
dlst December 1926. (F^res from the 1st January 1920 to Slst August 19i!4 were given 
in reply to a question by Hr. Jamnadas Mehhi on the 23rd l^ptember 1924.) 

(In lakhs of rupees.) 


Ist September 1924 to Slst March 1925 — 

JSxjpansion'-^ 

' Issue against Internal Bills of exchange under section 20 of the 

Indian Paper Currency Act ..... 8,00 

Issue against sterling securities ...... 6,00 

Total . 14,00 


Contraction — 

Nil, 

Net expansion .... , . . 14,00 

1926-26— 

JExpansion — 

Issue against sterling securities ...... 9,00 

Contraction — 

' Internal Bills of exchange withdrawn ..... 8,00 

Net expansion <I>1>00 


1926-27 up to December 1926 — 
Expansion-^ 

Nil. 

Contraction — 


Transfer of sterling securities in London to the Secretary of 
State’s balance ..... ... 

23,43 


Cancellation of Indian Treasury Bills in the P. C. R. 

7,82 


Total 

31,25 


Net Contraction 


—31,26 

Net contraction from 1st September 1924 to Slst December 
1926 


—16,26 


T 


* Vide page, 2560 of these Deb.*ites. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY^ 

Wedne$da^, BSrd March^ 192t* 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
Ten of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

CoNisrECTiON OF Akyab with the Maih Railway Line in Burma. 

1127. •U. Tok JSyi: {a) Is it not the intention of Government to connect 
Akyab with the main railway line in Burma? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state when the work will be taken in hand? 

(c) Will Government be also pleased to state when they expect to com- 
plete the railway extension from Ye to Tavoy? 

{d) Can the Kayan-Thougwa Railway be ready for opening to traffic 
during 1927? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (\a) and (b). The possibility, of such a connec- 
tion has often been considered, but the difficulties are so great that I am 
imable to say whether, and, if so, when the work will be taken in tand. 

(c) The question of extending the railway from Ye to Tavoy is now 
being examined by the Railway Board. It is estimated that the exte|^ 
sion would take about 3^ years to build. 

(d) No. Progress of construction was hampered on account of the 
flcKjds of August 1926. 

U. Tok Kyi: May I ask, Sir, with regard to part (d) whether the 
Kayan-Thougwa Railway can be opened next year, if not this year? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am afraid I cannot say at the moment; I will 
look up what papers we have in the office and will let the Honourable 
Member know. 

Removal of the Arsenal in Rangoon to Mingaladon. 

1128. *11. Tok Kyi : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
probable date on which the Arsenal in Rangoon will be removed to Min- 
galadon? 

(b) Can the whole of the Cantonment in Rangoon be moved to Min- 
geds^on before the end of this year? How do the Government propose to 
dispose of the cantonment land in Rangoon? 

(c) Are they aware that roughly the land within the radius of half 
a mile from the Shwe Dagon Pagoda was originally pagoda land? If 80» 
will they be now prepared to restore to that Page^a all the land within 
the said radius taken up by the Army Department? 

{ 2585' ) 
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Hr. O* M. Toung: (a) It is hoped to make the move before the end of 
1927. 

(6) One Company of British Infantry, one Company of Indian Infantry 
and some other details will be retained in Rangoon. The area with the 
exception of a small portion required to accommodate the above detach- 
ments is being handed over to the Local Government in exchange for the 
land required at Mingaladon. 

(c) The Government of India are not aware that the facts are as stated,, 
but the matter is primarily the concern of the Local Government. 

Second Mastership in the Government Moinia Islamia High 

School, Ajmer. 

1129. *Kai Sahib M. Harbilas Sarda: (a) Is it a fact that the vacant 
post of second master, Government Moinia Islamia High School, Ajmer^ 
has been filled up by the appointment of a very junior Moslem teacher on 
the Aaff of that school, overriding the claims of a number of senior teachera 
on the staff of that school as well as those on the staffs of other Government 
High Schools in Ajmer? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased to 
state its reasons for such action? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: (</) and (b). The second mastership was filled when 
it fell vacant by the promotion of the fourth master. The third master 
who alone of the staff was superseded had no training qualifications. The 
selection was considered the most suitable possible. 

Appointments in the Ajmer-Mkuwara Education Service on 
R s, 100 and over. 

^ 1130. *Rai Sahib M. Harbilas Sarda: How many appointments are 
there in the Ajmer-Merwara Education Service carrying a salary of Es. 100 
or over? How many of them became vacant during the last three years 
and how” many were given to Muhammadans and how many to Hindus? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: There arc at present 32 appointments in the Ajmer- 
Merwara Education Department carrying a pay of Rs. 100 or over. Out 
of these 8 foil vacant during the last three years. 3 of these vacancies 
were filled by Hindus and 5 by Muhammadans. 

Grant of a Site for an Islamia High Sjhiool in the Canton.ment 

OF Peshawar for the Children of ROTruEn Military Officers. 

1131. *Ilaja Ghazanfar Ali Khan: (.(t) Do Government know that there 
is no Islamia School, with a hostel in the central place in the Cantonment 
of Peshawar for the education, including that of theology, of the children 
of the retired military officers living in and outside the town of Peshawar? 

(,b) Is it a fact that the present Islamia School is situated in an un- 
healthy locality of the town and is unsuitable for the requirement of the 
ex-military officers in various respects detrimental to their children's educa- 
tion ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a representative deputation consisting of Khans and 
Nawahs and a big majority of the Indian ex-military officers of Peshawar 
waited upon the Honourable the Chief Commissioner, North-West Prontier. 
Province, and the General Officer Commanding the District a few montha 
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ago fc^ grant ot a Bite for the construction of an itiamia High Behool 
in the Cantonment for the convenience of the> Indian ex-milit£»ry offioers^of 
the North-West Frontier PrO'dnoe? 

(d) Did the General Officer Commanding refuse to grant the site: applied 
f (»r on the ground that it was desired to be left alone as a sanitary oordon? 

(e) Is it a fact that owing to the extension of the railway station at 
Peshawar a large area of the land declared to be a sanitary cordon is 
already being allotted to the Bailway Department besides a large number 
of buildings already existing in that locality? 

(/) Are Government aware that the site applied for by the retired Indian 
military officers of Peshawar is situated in close proximity to the town 
whereas the military lines are situated at a considerable distance from the 
city wall? 

(^) Do Government propose to consider the matter and meet the desire 
of^the officers mentioned? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The present Tslamia school is situated in an exceptionally healthy 
position, a long way from the town. Government have received no com-» 
plaints from ex-military officers or others about its unsuitability as a place 
of education for their children. 

(d), (e) and (/). Government have no information. 

(g) I will inquire into the matter and inform my Honourable friend 
of the result. 

Use ov a Paiit of the old Kachery Mosque in Peshawar Can- 
tonment for! THE Dumping of Manure. 

1132. Ghazanlar All Khan: (a) Do Government know that the 
Cantonment authority of Peshawar is using a part of the old Kachery 
Mosque in Peshawar Cantonment for the dumping of manure? 

(b) Are Government aware that a special Committee convened under 
Cantonment Board Eesolution, No. 21, dated 25th August, 1926, recom- 
mended that the area should be cleaned up and planted with grass? 

(c) Will Government state whether the recommendations of the special 
Committee were carried out? 

(d) Do Government know that the objectionable use of the Mosque in 
question is still being continued by allowing the manure to be kept there? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) and (J). No, Sir, not now. 

(b) Yes. 

((?) The site has been cleared and steps are being taken to regularise 
the tenure in accordance with the wishes of the Muslim community - 

Muslim Graveyard orTsioE Dabgari Gate in the Peshawar 

Cantonment. 

1133. Ghazanlar All Khan: («) Will Government state whether 

the area of the graveyard situated outside Dabgari Gate, in Peshawar Cap- 
tonment was granted to the Muslim community for burial purposes aft^ 
purchasing land for Cantonment purposes? • 

A 9 
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^ {Vjt If 80 , has mforination bem obtamed aoooirding to the iMtniotions 
eentainsd in the Army Department letter No. 80482-8^.D.^ dated the 
2^d July, 1925, showing compensation paid to the owners? 

(c) Is it a fact that according to the Cantonment plan prepisred by the 
Survey of India Department dunng 1866 the graveyard existed long mfore 
the advent of the British in Peshawcff? 

Mr. O. M.* Young: (a), (6) and (c). It would be necessary to oonsiilt 
the local aiitboriticH in order to obtain the detailed information asked for. 
T will niake enquiries if the Honourable Member wishes, but I may say 
that it has nrvw been decided to grant the site to the Muslim community 
in perpetuity, free of rent, and there seems to be no need to go into 
matters of ancient history. 


Appointment of a Retibed Officiai, to perpobm the Dual Duties 
OP Sub-Registrar and a Special Magistrate op the Muni- 
cipality OP Peshawar. 

1134. Ohazanlar All Khan: (a) Do Government know that a 
retired official whose hands were already full with duties of sub-registrar 
entrusted to him was subsequently entrusted also with the duties of a 
special magistrate of the municipality of Peshawar by the District authority? 

(6) Are Government aware that the work of running both offices by 
one man being very heavy the retired official has to hold his court till 
late m rhe night every day involving a good deal of incctovenience to the 
public and to legal practitioners not to speak of the remarkably low 
percentage of outturn of work? 

(c) Do Government know that the Bar Association and the Muslim 
Association of Peshawar protested against the appointment of a retired 
official to run two offices? 

(J) Will Government state what action has been taken by Ihe local 
aathoriiy to relieve the public of the unnecessary trouble and loss of 
money in engaging counsel at high fees for conducting their cases at night ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider the question of appointing 
another retired official for one of the two honorary appointments solely in 
the public interests? 

Mr. E. B. Howell: Enquiry is being made from the local Administra- 
tion regarding questions Nos. 1134 and 1145 and replies will be given to 
the Honourable Member as soon as possible. It is much regretted that 
the information required is not available to-day. 

Employment of Muslims in the Office of the Controller of 
Military Accounts, Peshawar District. 

1135. *Ba]a Ghazanfar All Khan: (1) Do Government know that the 
number of accountants and clerks serving at present in the Military Ac- 
counts Department is altogether about 4,275, of whom about 870 are 
Muslims? 

(2) Do the Government of India know that the Financial Adviser, 
Military Finance, instructed the Controller of Military Accounts, Peshawar 
District, to notify the Muslim Association, Peshawar, when any vacancy 
occurs in his office requiring to be filled by direct recruitment? 



AKillWa 

, (3), Will Qoymmen^ state how many TaoanoieB ooinrred in that office 
during 19X wUch wem filled by direct reoruitmeat and how luany of 
them were Muslims furnished by the Muslim Association Mid how many 
were non-Mutlims? If no Muslim was appointed, Will the GoTernment 
state why the Financial Adviser's instructions were not earned oOt? 

(4) Will Government state whether the question of the position of 
minority communities as regards the clerical establishment whidh was. 
und^’r the consideration of the Government of India last year bas bCePi 
decided by the Government of India. If so, how? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (1) The number of Accoimtants. 
and clerks (including temporary establishment) at present serving in the 
Military Accounts • Department is about 4,090 of whom about 350 ar© 
Muslims. 

(2) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(8) There were no permanent vacancies during 1926 in the office of the' 
Controller of Military Accounts, Peshawar District, which were filled by 
direct recruitment outside the temporary establishment already employed 
which was itself undergoing reduction. The second part. of the question 
does not arise. 

(4) Yes. Orders were issued to all Departments of tlie Government 
of India in February 1926 applying to the clerical establishments in the 
Government of India Secretariat and the offices subordinate thereto the 

policy already stated in general teims. 

« 

Small Number op Muslims employ kd in the Traffic and Octroi 
Departbients in the North-West Frontier Province Section 
OF THE North Western Raii^way. 

1136. ♦Baja Ohaaanlar All Khan: (1) Do the Government of India 
know that the staff employed east and west of the Indus at present in the 
Traffic and Octroi Departments in the North-West Frontier Province section-* 
of the North Western Railway administration contains comparatively a 
smaller number of Muslims? 

(2) Is the numerical strength of the Muslims in that Province 96 per 
cent. ? 

(3) Will Grovemment state the number of North-West Frontier 
Province Muslims who have been taken for training for the posts referred 
to above during the past five years? 

(4) How do Government account for the remarkably small number, 
if any at all of the North-West Frontier Province candidates having been 
admitted for training? 

(5) Will Government state if there is any objection to the North-West 
Frontier Province being allotted a percentage of Muslims to be taken 
every year for training in various sections of the North Western Railway? 

Th^ Honourable Sir Charles Innes: I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the Resolution passed in this House on the 10th March 1923, which 
embodies the policy accepted by Government. I would also refer to my 
reply to unstarred question No. 3 put by Maulvi Muhammad Yakub on 
the 27th January 1927. The Agent of the Railway has been made aware 
of the policy of Government and they have ho doubt that he is 
effect to it. 
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' ^BAKSFBB OF tilt PowEB Of TutiKo Cabbs tjitsits ¥ttB Ciinf6iriniBn? 

Act to Maoibtbatbs obcohneoted vith CiS'tOincBHT Boabdb. 

1187. Oluuiuifac All Khaa: (a) Do the Oovemment of India kne^ 
that the City Magistrates who repi^sent the District Magistrates on Gan- 
tonment Bo^s in the North-West Frontier Province are ex-offioio Mem- 
bers of the Boards and are performing two functions combined, viz,^ as 
Members of the Board sanction prosecutions of accused persons for 
offences under the Cantonment Act and as Magistrates themselves try the 
same cases exactly as was the case when formerly Cantonment Magistrates 
used to do the executive and judicial work themselves? 

(b) Do Governirient propose to take immediate steps to transfer the 
powers of trying the cases under the Cantonment Act to a Court having 
nothing to do with the business of the Board? 

Young: (n) and (b). The Government of India have no in- 
formation whether the facts are as stated in the question. The matter is 
within the discretion of the Chief Commissioner and Agent to the Govemw 
General, North-West Frontier Province, to whom a copy of the Honourable 
Member’s question and of this reply will be sent. 


Action op thk Cantonment Authority in Peshawar in hegaup to 
Bvngalow No. 2, Roos Krtpel Lane. 

1188. Ohaxanlar All Khan: (a) Do Government know that the 

Gantonment Authority of Peshawar is appropriating oh a 5 years’ repairing 
lease under the House Accommodation Act Bungalow No. 2, Roos Keppel 
Lane, for Royal Air Force officers which is already leased to a Royal Air 
Force officer and which is always available for occupation by that Depart- 
ment? 

(b) Are Government aware that this procedure is against the terms 
“Of section 8 (2) of the Act and that it unnecessarily harasses the owners 
:and creates anxieties among the house owners? 

(c) Are Government prepared to have the arbitrary action of the Can- 
tonment Authority stopped for the future? 

, Mr. G. M. Young: Government are aware of the case, and have called 
for a repcwrt from the military authorities. I will communicate the result 
to my Honourable friend. 

Attempt op Colonel J. Moran, Military Estates Offiorr, 
Peshawar, to take Possession op a Piece of Land 
attached the Abu Turab Shrine. 

1139. '"Baja Ghazanfar All Khan : (1) Do the Government of India know 
that the attempt made by Colonel J. Moran, I. A., Military Estates 
OflicGr, Peshawar, to take possession of a piece of land attached to the Abu 
Turab Shrine outside IMwards Gate of Peshawar City has created 
anxieties and sensation in the minds of the Muslims of Peshawar town and 
fSbroad? ^ 

(2) Do Government realize the gravity of the situation which will hurt 
the feelings of the Muslim public there? 

(8) Do Government propose to take immediate steps in the matter? 
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Wt. 9. X. Tott&g: fl) No, Sir. 

(2) and (3). Government are not in possession of the tacts, but I have 
made mquiries and will let the Honourable Member know the result as 
aoott as possible. 

Incbbass of thb Pebcbntaob of Muslims in Ministerial Sbbvicb 
IN THE Offices op the Executive Opfiokrs and of thb 
Miutary Engineering Service, North-West 
Frontier Province. 

1140. *BaJa Ohaxanfar All Khan: (1) Will Government state the niun- 
ber of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in ministerial service in the 
offices of the Executive Officers and of the M. E. Service in the North- 
West Frontier Province and whether vacancies are filled by direct recruit- 
ment or by a test examination ? 

(2) In the former case ore Government prepared to lay down a uniform 
, system of recruitment by a test examination? 

(3) Will Government state what action they propose to take for in- 
creasing the percentage of Muslims in those offices which may be consia- 
tent with their numerical strength? 

Mr. G. M. Toung: (a) to (c) I have made enquiries and will let the 
Honourable Member know in due course. All candidates for appointment 
to the permanent clerical establishments of the M. E. S. are required to 
pass a departmental examination. They are not recruited by direct 
appointment. Government are at present considering the question of 
communal proportions in Command and district headquarters and other 
offices of the Army in India. They will also consider whether it is desir- 
able to issue instructions regarding communal proportions in the clerical 
establishments of Cantonment Boards. But I would remind my Honour- 
able friend that Cantonment Boards are municipal bodies, consisting of 
elected non-official members as well as officials 

Training of Cadets on the Training ?hip Dupperin . 

1141. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i: (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the number of years for which each cadet vdll have to undergo 
training on the proposed training ship in Indian waters before he is entitled 
to receive the training ship leaving certificate? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the age at which cadets will 
be admitted for training on the training ship ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the fees which each cadet will 
have to pay annually for receiving training on the training ship? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state when they propose to give 
legislative effect to the recommendation of the Indian Mercantile Marine 
Committee in regard to the employment, by the steamers plying on the 
coast of India, of cadets from the training ship on their obtaining the 
necessary certificates of competency as officers on their steamers’? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state the steps that they have taken 
*or propose to take for the training of engineer officers for steamemi? ^ < 
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issue a Prospectus for the Traimng ship which will contaan the .in* 
)6hnfl^ion which the Honourable Member requires. 

(d) Government do not consider that any need for such, legisjation haa 
arisen. 

(s) Government are examining the question of providing facilities for the * 
training of Indians for engineer officers on steamers. 


ArroiNTMEXT op Miutaey OmoEss AS High Court Judges. 

1142. *Li 0 ut.-Sardar Muhammad Nawaz Khan: {a) Will Government 
please state whether officers seconded from military employ who have 
held, for more than five years, judicial office not inferior to that mentioned 
in section 101 (8) (c) of the Government of India Act are eligible to become 
Judges of H High Court? ^ 

(!) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will Government please give 
reasons for this invidious distinction? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (a) and (b). There is no 
legal bar to the appointment of such officers High Court Judges. 


Inter-Departmental Tihnpfkrs of Men in' the Secuetariat and 
Attached Offices, etc. 

1143. *Mr. 0. S. Bangalyer: 1. (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether those assistants either in the Secretariat or the attached offices 
of the Government of India who have not passed the Staff Selection 
Board’s examination are held eligible for inter-departmental transfer in. 
the same grade? 

(b) If the answer be in the negative, will the Government be pleased 
to give the reasons? 

2. (a) Will Government be pleased to state* whether the ^rpermanent 
assistants in the attached offices of the Government of India who have 
put in meritorious good service and have long experience are transferred 
to the departments of the Imperial Secretariat? 

(b) If not, why not? 

(o) Is it not a fact that they have a favourable scale of service in the 
Imperial Secretariat? 

8. Will Government be pleased to state if it is not a fact that assistants 
in the attached offices or in the Secretariat are actually doing the work of 
assistants (lower or higher division) and drawing the pay of the lower or 
routine division irrespective of the work turned out by them of a superior 
character? If yes, why? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: 1 . (a) Yes. 

(6) Does not arise. 

2. (a) and (b). If there is a vacancy in the upper division of a Secre- 
tariat Department and there is a qualified man in the lower division of 
the same office the department generally prefers to promote that man and’ 
hot to take a man from outside. There is nothing in the rules to prevent 
the transfer of an assistant in an attached office who is qualified for the 
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upper division, but m practice vacancies arer genelOEdly/^oiliilo and 

apart from the ccmsideration already mentioned they cannot be offered to- 
permanent men in other departments. 

(c) The sc^e of pay sanctioned for the upper division o£ t)be Secretariat 
is higher than that for the attached offices. 

8. It is a fact that some assistants and clerks sometimes have to do^a 
higher class of work than that which strictly appertains to the division of 
which they draw the pay. This is due to the fact that neither the quantity 
of work of a higher class at any one time nor the number of men in 
different divisions ^can be related to each other with mathematical 
precision. 

CoNTRTBUTIONS BY GoVEBNMRNT SERVANTS TO THE KHAIU PuND. 

1144. ’"Hr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar: Will Government be pleased to 
state if Government servants are as a matter of fact precluded from 
contributing to the Khadi (khaddar) Pimd and, if so, why? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddlman: I have no precise informa- 
tion regarding the Khadi Fund, but if it is a political movement Govern- 
ment ser\’ants are debarred from making contributions to it under Eule 
23 of the Government Servants' Conduct Buies, a copy of which is in the 
Library of this House. The Government of India have issued no special 
orders relating to the fund. 

Proportion op Communal Representation in Government Skrvice 
IN the North West Frontier Province, 

fll45. *Ba]a .Ghazanfar Ali Khan: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether the proportion of communal representation in Government 
service contemplated by the Honourable the Ctief Ccanmissioner, North- 
West Frontier Province, a year ago has been fixed and if so, what and on 
what basis? 

(6) Is Sk a fact that the Chief Commissioner, North-West Frontier 
Province, had under his consideration last year the. question of fixing the 
ratio of various communities in the services? If so, what are his final 
conclusions, if any? 

Article in the Muslim Outlook regarding the Formation op a 
White League in New Zealand. 

, 1146. *Ra]a G h azan l ar Ali Khan: (a) Has the attention of Government 

been drawn to an article published in the Muslim Outlook under the 
heading “Formation of a White League in New Zealand"? 

(b) If so, did Government take any steps to in<Juire what were the 
objects of this League? 

^c) Are Government aware that there is a fafrly lairge number of Ihdiau 
settlers in New Zealand? 

(d) Do Government propose to use their good offices with the Govern- 
ment of New Zealand to see that the Indian settlers are not adversely; 
affected by the propaganda of this League? 

tPor answer to; this question, see answer to Question liTo, 
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m. 9. W. BUXM: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) According to the census of 1921 the number of Indians in New 
Zealand is 606. 

(d) No. Government have no reason to believe that the League has 
influenced the attitude either of the (Jovemment or the majority of the 
people of New Zealand adversely towards the Indian community in that 
^dominion. 

Abticlbs in the Muslim Outlook beoarding th« Pitiable Plight 
OF Mr. Salaman, \ Native op Amritsar, now Resident in 
Auckl.^nd, New Zealand. 

1147. *Ba]a Ohasanlar All Khan: (a) Has the attention of Govem- 
'ipent been drawn to two articles published in the Muslim Outlook of 
Laiiore in its issues dated 12th and 13th February, 1027, wherein the 
pitiable condition of one Mr. Salaman, a native of Amritsar, and now 

^sident in Auckland, is vividly described? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to take any action in the matter 
to alleviate the sufferings of Mr. Salaman at a very early date? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government of India do not propose to make representations 
in Mr. Salaman *s behalf as this would amount to questioning the decision 
^of the law courts in New Zealand in a matter of purely individual concern 

Reservation of Compartments on the North Western Railway. 

1148. ’"Mr. Muhammad Ismail Khan: («^) Is it a general practice with 
the North Western Railway to agree to reserve compartments and then 
tio break their promise without giving any previous notice of the fact or 
stating the cause thereof? 

(b) If any such cases are brought to the notice of Government do 
they propose to make an inquiry and discourage the recurrence of such! 
•cases? 

Mr. A. A. L. Faraona: (u) No, the rule is that reserved compartments 
or carriages are not guaranteed but when such are available and when 
there is sufficient room on the train reserved accommodation will be suppli- 
ed. if not less than 48 hours’ notice is given to the station master of the 
station concerned. 

(b) I am sure the Agent will look into any specific case in which the 
rule that I have quoted is not observed, if it is brought to his notice. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Are the Government aware that Raja 
Obazanfar Ali Khan, M.L.A., asked the station master at Kirkee to reserve 
two second class compartments for him and when he arrived at the station 
with his ladies he found that the station master had forgotten to arrange 
for the ccrtnpartments and he was put to very great inconvenience? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I think the Honourable Member had better 
address that question to my friend Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan. 



lEUlMmaiK OP THH fWANDfim PlfirAKOE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. President: The Assembly will now proceed to elcfet members' not 
ozceeding fourteen in number to serve on the Standing Pinatice Cmnmit- 
tee for ^e financial year 1927-28. There are 24 candidates whose names 
are printed on the ballot papers, but one of them, Lala Lajpat* Bsf, ties 
withdrawn his candidature. Ballot papers will now be supplied to Bqh* 
curable Members in the order in which I call them. 

(The ballot was then taken.) 


THE INDIAN FINANCE BILL— contd. 

Mr. President: The House will now resume further consideration of 
the Finance Bill, clause by clause. 

Clause 2, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: Before we take up other clauses of the Bill, I think it 
would facilitate business if I first take the Schedules to the Bill. If these 
Schedules are settled, passing of the other clauses of the Bill will merely 
be then a formal matter Therefore, with the consent of the House, I 
propose to take Schedule I. The question is that Schedule I stand part 
of the Bill. 

In connection with this Schedule, there are several amendments both 
in regard to the reduction of the rate on letters and reduction of the rate 
on postcards. Amendments No. 26 to No. 31 all relate to the reduction 
of the rate on letters. I am not sure whether Honourable Members desire 
to discuss the question of reduction of the rate on letters. If they do not, 

I shall take up the question of reduction of the rate on postcards. ‘ 

Pandit Hotilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham- 
madan Urban) : Not on this side 

Mr. President: Then I take up amendment No. 32. 

Mr. O.'^Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That in Schedule I to the Bill in the proposed First Schedule to the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1898, for the entries under the head ‘ Postcards * the follow- 
ing be substituted : 

‘ Single ... . Quarter of an anna. 

Reply Half an anna 

Sir, ever since the rate of postcards was increased from a quarter -anna to 
half an anna, there has been a very strong feeling of discontent among 
the people that the little means of communication that was open to them 
has been withdrawn : it is a matter that is well known ; it is also admitted 
in the Moral and Material Progress of India for 1924-25, — I mean the 
feeling exists in the country is well represented there. Sir, I press 
this upon^the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra with a little previous 
apology, that I do wdsh to press this question of the reduction of rates of 
postcards, although I might have equally strongly argued for the increase 
of salaries for the subordinates of the Postal Department. That postcards 
have been popular in this country goes without sayii^. If you compare 
the figures of 1913-14 with those of 1921-22 you will find that there bas 
'been an increase of 42*2 per cent, in the use of postcards as against 82^7 
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^6 use of covers and envelopes. But* the moment the ^hairge was indretsed, 
in. ].922‘28 we notice a sudden decline in one year by Vf per cent.' lo 
.1921*22, the total number of» postcards used by the country was 648,470,082. 
l^w, Sir, in the next year, 1922*28, the number of postcards used was 
528,628,419. In subsequent years, we find an increase by a very small 
percentage as a matter of sheer necessity; if you drive the people to 
extremes, of course it is impossible that they should not— even at an 
unbearable cost — ^make use of the only means of commimication which liei 
in their hands. So we find a very small increase in 1923-24, when the 
figure was 531,906,208, and in 1924-25 542,365,050 postcards were usedr 
If you compare the rate at which it had been pDOgressing in the earlier yeeurs, 
when we had the quarter anna postcard, you wfll find that this increase in 
the use of postcards is not out of love but sheer necessity and therefore it 
is that we do not find a ven^ gradual development in the manner and at 
the pace with which it had been progressing prior to that. If therefore 
yo*4 compare the figures of 1921-22 with the figures of 1924-25) you will 
find that t^here is a reduction in the use of postcards to the extent of 
106,105,882 and I ask you to add to that 72,210,984 which have come away 
from the letters to the postcards. Just as when you increase railway fares, 
second-class passengers will go into the third class, and first class passengers 
into the second class, so you will find that those who were using envelopes 
had recourse to postcards when the rates were increased, and so you find 
72,210,984 goin^ over in that manner. Therefore, the total loss or depri- 
vation of the use of postcards comes to 178,316,866 for those who had been 
using cards prior to the raising of the postal rates. Therefore, Sir, it is 
a matter for serious consideration by the Government as to whether, in the 
interests of pure finance, it is proper and admissible for Government to 
deprive a large number of people of the use of postcards — the one ^eans 
of commimication between distant places for the poor in this country. If 
in the usual course the progress had been made, by this time the figures 
of postcards used in this particular year ought to have been 720 millions 
Now, Sir, what is it that has made the Government increase ^the rate or 
postcards? It is because there has been an enormous increase in the 
expenditure of the establishment. There has been a large jump in the 
expenditure and the Eetrenchment Committee — the Inchcape Committee 
— had dealt with it on page 93 of their Report. They give a table of the 
staff and salaries and other details for the years 1913-14 and 1921-22 and 
1922-28 in paragraph 6 and then they say : 

“ This table shews that, whereas the total staff employed has increased from 104,603 
in 1915-14 to 122,444 required for 1922-23 or by 17 per cent., the cost of salaries has 
increased .from Rs. 2,80,76,644 to Rs. 6,11,12,970 or by ll8 per cent. This large 
increase is mainly due to the recommendations of the Postal Committee of 1920 undei 
the Chairmanship of Mi Heseltine which resulted in an increase of over Rs. 16C 
lakhs^ in the cost of salaries of the clerical, delivery and menial staff for 1921-22. In 
addition, the pay of the supervising and operating staff of the Telegraph Branch was 
revised upon the recommendations of a special Committee appointed by^ovemment 
in the same year, im^olving a further expenditure of Rs. 35 lakhs. The Teoommenda* 
tions of these two dommittees have therefore resulted in an increase of Rs. 185 lakhf 
in expenditure." 


Having thus increased the expenditure the remedy adopted by the Govern- 
ment was to make more revenue by raising the postal rates and not by 
rekenching expenditure and makipg post^^ coipmunieation easy for the 
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people. jLt u Bomething like cutting the head according to tho cap. Then 
(tbe'CkmuDittee saysi 

" The ntunber of offieen en^jloyed has increased from 514 in 1013-14 to 670 or 
^ 32 p6r cMit. whereAs the number of other steff has only increased by ft pet cent. 
The Director General has apeed that one of the 6 Assistant Direotors-Oeneral ntight 
-pe dispensed with, saying As. 20,000.*' 

^erefore, Sir, I .ask you to note that what immediately led to an increase 
in the postal rates is not that we have not been able to work and serve 
the public with the ordinary postcards at a quarter of an anna but because 
you enhanced the expenditure. You increased it to a very extravagant 
scale and in order to meet it the Government h£^ recourse to increasing 
the postal rates. The Inchcape Committee suggested as one of its chief 
recommendations that the expenditure should not exceed Bs. 8,82,00,000 
but, Sir, Government budgets for an expenditure of Es. 10,79,88,000. t 
submit that the increase of expenditure at this extravagant rate is no 
justification, is no consolation to the people when they are deprived of their 
postal communication. It is argued that the postal rate in this country is 
much cheaper than in any other ooimtry on the face of the globe. They 
compare it very often with the penny postage in England. Sir, con-* 
sidering the income and the other assets of this country, is it proper to 
say that it bears the same proportion as it does to the earning capacity of 
the people in England? What is the postal rate now in England? It is 
only 9 pies according to the 18d. ratio and we have to pay here 6 pies, 
and therefore the difference is only 3 pies. Is that a sufficient difference, 

I ask, bet\\een the capacity of the people in this country and the capacity 
of the people in the other countries? I further submit that the purposes 
for which the post offices are used in this country are different from the 
purposes for w'hioh they are used in Great Britain.. In Great Britain, 
which Is a highly commercialized country, it means business and every 
postcard brings money to them. But here, Sir, conditions are different, 
the customs are different, the usages are different and the people of this 
country use postal communication for various purposes which hardly bring 
them money. Probably it makes them loss money rather than gain money. 
There are, I would say, 3 or 4 kinds of purposes for which postcards are 
used in this country. One is social amenities. In this country, Sir, for 
every good thing or bad thing, for every auspicious or inauspicious thing 
in any particular house, a communication has to be made to all the relations, 
not by advertising in the papers under the birth and death column or the 
domestic occurrences column but writing to each relation with all respect 
and with all love and courtesy. That has to be done. Supposing a child 
is bom in a family, by the time it reaches the 16th year there are 16 cere- 
monies to go through and in every one of these oases every Hindu is 
expected to invite all his relations by a postal communtoation when they 
are away from that particular village. 

Mr. H. M. Joshl (Nominated: Labour Interests): Do they do it? 

Mr. 0. Ouraiswamy Aiyangar: Yes, they do it. It is done not with 
an B. S. V. P. on the card as you do it here but with a heartfelt and 
cordial invitation to attend. This is the custom which prevails in this 
country and the poorer people observe it more than the richer because the 
richer people are not mistaken if they do not invite any relations. Theyi 
are considered as occupying too high a social position to condescend to 
, invite them. But the poorer people would be blamed and therefore I ao| 
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8^ Mr. Joshi will realise it much better. Then, Sir, we haVe got thb 
village people who h^ve day after day to send petitions to the Collectors, 
the Tahsildars and Bevenue Inspectors about assessmentr about remission 
of assessment and so many other things. Does that not involve so much 
expenditure on their part? And thirdly. Sir, come the litigants. Day 
after day they have got to go to courts and it is not the vakil that pays 
the expenditure but it is the client. Whether the client writes or the vakil 
writes, the expenditure is borne by the client, and therefore, in that manner 
also, a good deal of expenditure has to be incurred by the ordinary people. 
Does all this bring money or take away money? Then there is a little 
trade. It does not involve much comm\inioation by post because the trade 
of most of these persons is confined from one village to another which 
they do by bullock carts and probably hereafter they are expected to do it 
by motor transport if the scheme comes into force. But whatever it may 
be. Sir, these are the various purposes for which postcards are necessary 
in Jthis country and it is therefore idle to contend that people are not 
put to any suffering by the increase in the rates of postcards. 

« 

, 4 

Next, with regard to the argument that the Postal Department must 
be so commercialised as to be self-supporting and no expenditure under 
the Postal Departrhont should be thrown on the general tax-payer, I will 
say that in this country it is very difficult to draw a line between the various 
items of taxation which the Government levy and the particular heads under 
which these items fall. There is not one man whether literate or illiterate 
— the illiterate man goes to the literate man for getting his letter written — 
there is not one who has not got to write a letter at all, and therefore it 
is more universal than so many other Departments the expenditure for 
which fall on the heads of the poor people and the poor tax-payefr. For 
instance, Sir, suppose you post 100 constables in Delhi, Bombay or Cal- 
cutta, for road traffic and for directing the traffic this side or that side. 
Which special tnx-payer bears it? Is it not the general tax-payer that has 
to bear all this expenditure though it is of absolutely no use to him? On 
whose head falls all the expenditure that we have incurred under the head 
Aviation? Is the general tax-payer benefited by it? Has not the general 
tax-payer been paying for all these things? If these things are legitimate, 
so far as the postcards are concerned, it is 100 times more legitimate that 
all people should share if there is to be a loss and T contend that there 
cannot be anv loss if the Department is really commercially managed in 
the manner in which purely mercantile men will manage it, making the 
expenditure proportionate to the income and leaving also a surplus. If 
these are the commercial principles which ordinary commercial men 
follow, and if this Department also follows such highly economic principles, 

I contend there can never be a loss. In the past profits have been shared 
by all and the losses also have been shared by all. It is therefore not 
necessary for us, now that we have commenced to commercialise a year 
ago, that we should have the other tax-payers kept aloof from^^the person 
who uses the postcard and thus make a different census of those who 
use postcards and those who do not use postcards and apportion the ex- 
penditure of the Postal Department upon those who have at any time used 
the postcard. That argument does not stand. I need not again repeat 
and ask which tax-payer is benefited bv the Ecclesiastical Department that 
is maintained in this country, and is not the general tax-payer paying for 



the expenses of that Department? Therefor^ it^wiU XH^t h6 p«oper<tlbat 
tjl^ ol>}eotion should be put forward. 

. Then it is said that if there is a reduction in the rates of postoa^ tiierh 
will be an increase in the use of postcards which will involved ibOTe woek 
for the Postal Depasrtment, and therefore it is' not economical to 
the rates on postcards. I cannot appreciate the force of suoh an argumontV 
that because more people will go in for the use of postcards therefore you. 
must prevent them from using them and thereby not increase the diffi- 
culties in managing the Postal Department. That should not be tha 
criterion. On the other hand, Government must try to make it more isnd 
more popular every day and be prepared to face the situation by making 
the service more easy for communications. What we find is a mere 
chopping off of the village service here and there and nothing more is done 
in the direction of retrenchment. If there are village postmen, they are 
reduced to a small number; that is all what is done whenever retrenchment 
is taken up. I will give the figures. In 1920-21 the staff consisted of 
102,885 and managed a service of 1,242,615,619. In 1921-22 the staff waa 
106,372 and the Post Office managed a service of 1,262,392,269. In 1922-2& 
with a staff of a 107,067 the Department managed a service of 1,036,474,486. 
Wheti the traffic was larger the staff that managed the service was less in 
number. When the traffic has decreased and the establishment is larger, 
still the complaint is that if the rates for postcards are reduced the De- 
partment will have to entertain more and more establishment. That, Sir, 
is an argument which I cannot understand. I do not here advocate a 
reduction of rates under envelopes or covers or money order commission 
or insurance rates, but I am, asking the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Natb 
Mitra to pny that much consideration to the necessities of the people by 
reducing tiio rates of postcards to their original condition, namely, from 
half anna to a quarter of an anna. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 
As you know, I am a new Member to this House and the inexperience 
and diffidence of a new member counselled me that discretion lay . . . 

Mr. K: Ahmed (liajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : But you 
know the postcard all right. 

Mr. President: Order, order. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: Very doubtful. Discretion lay in the 
pursuit of that chimerical attribute of the prospective J^dian currency, the 
proverbial golden silence. ]3ut the importance of tlfe subject, however, 
emboldens me to break this constraint and lay my view-point before you. 

There is one standpoint from which I wish the House to consider this 
question of the reduction of the postal rates. A very high authority whose 
name is a household ji;\’’ord in educated India once remarked that the Gov- 
ernment of India was too wooden, too mechanical and too antediluvian. 
Those words were spoken — and they have been proved to be too true — by 
a statesman whose name is dear to every' Indian heart. That statesman 
tried to lay the foundations of good-will, truth and imagination in thi^ 
selfish, sordid and matter of fact world. He did his best t6 modernise 
the administration and gave it a humanising and lively touch. How far 
he succeeded and how far his successors have been true to the* troth 
'^ledc^ed on their behalf is a matter on which history will give its verdic|. 
It is premature to predict, but it is hardly fair for contemporary opinion jndfe 
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to express itself. In all seriousness of the situation I beg to submit that 
the a^inistration, too wooden as it was and as it is, became alive to its 
duties and responsibilities only during the course of the regime of that 
farseeing and just man. and since then it has become all the more callou0i 
unresponsive and even tantalismg. 

Sir, man, constituted as he is, is moved by desires and objects. Desire 
is . the real emancipation from inertia. The object of a certain act is the 
sole determining factor of all direction, intensity and amount of energy 
applied in achieving that desire. If you want to find out why a person is 
behaving in a particular way you can imderstand it best if you toiow the 
object of his pursuit. Now, my humble suggestion is that you wish to 
know whether postal rates in this poor and destitute country are to be 
reduced you have only to find out what objeet the Postal Department have 
in view in regard to the administration of this Department. Sir, the ad- 
mini'j|tration of the Government of India is carried on not with the set 
object of the benefit of the unfortunate inhabitants of this country but 
with some other object. Since the pronoimcement of August, 1919, a ray 
of hope was entertained by gullible people that there will be a real change 
in the angle of vision, that in the administration of the country there will be 
some humanising touch. But, Sir, year after year the conviction is grow- 
ing abroad that this is not to be. During the short space of the last two 
months this fact has been demonstrated beyond all doubt. We know that 
when the Government wanted the Post Office for its administrative needs 
the department never thought that it was a commercial department at all 
and that such undertaking could only be justified by prospective profit. 
The department was run at a loss. Post offices were opened, but now, 
Sir, I can anticipate the reply of the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath 
Mitra, that since postmen and subordinates of the postal service ‘ are to 
be respited you cannot have the postal rates reduced and that this depart- 
ment is a commercial proposition and as such, unless it pays its way, you 
cannot expect a reduction. Sir, this .mad pursuit after object and utility 
may be illustrated in more than one way. Education in this country was 
provided because the Government of the country could not be carried on 
by foreigners without the assistance of Indians. The railways were con- 
structed as they were necessary from strategic and military viewpoints. 
In fact, all those things which have a beneficent appearance haVe grown in 
4;his country incidentally as bye-products of the necessities of the hour and 
have only subserved the main purpose of the rulers. That in God s Pro- 
vidence these bye-products are destined to play a different part is an aspect 
which either never struck those responsible for the main aim or was so 
unavoidably incidental that it could not be helped. If these undertakings, 
the railways, the post office and the telegraph and many others proved 
beneficial to the public at large the rulers do not grudge this. If by a 
subterfuge or deception the real object could be concealed for an ostensible 
one, so far so good. It is in this manner that utility for particular objects, 
whether Imperial or trade interests, has been the real moving force and not 
the public weal. So, the only criterion that we have got to gauge things 
■from is utility from the Government point of view. If it is good for the 
stability of the Empire that rich and influential people should be supported 
Government have no hesitation in doing so. Let people not be deluded 
that any regard for them is the motive for the Government. % Sir, in 
fixing la. 6d. the fixed wage^eamer is profited temporarily this argument is 
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trottccl out not that the Government is really solicitous for his welfare 
but because incidentally he can be used as an argument and then, Siri^ 
this bargaining and huckstering spirit permeates every act of the Govern- 
ment to such a degree that people are certainly justified in calling it a* 
commercial concern rather than a political government with a divine object 
or dispensation behind it. Sir, I appeal to Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra 
that in the administration of this department this commercial spirit may 
be eschewed. Let us have a taste of the change of heart in this peaceful 
department whose sole aim should be the service of the people. Let it 
serve all administrative needs, political needs also, for letters can be cen- 
sored and information gleaned. But let Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra turn 
himself from a mechanical machine of the Government of India into a 
human Indian. Let Him conceive all the postal reforms not in a> 
spirit of helping those only who are vocal and influential but 
for the voiceless millions of his countrymen who will be directly 
benefited by the return to the pice postcard. Sir, this is a department of 
universal good. The poor people, the poorest in the land, though deprived 
of all good things of Ufe, have their relations, their secrets and their com- 
munications and have thus opportunities to avail themselves of the services 
of the postcard. I know the postal rates obtaining in the world will be 
compared with Indian rates and it will be said that they are comparatively 
cheaper; but, Sir, will the Honourable Member quote a single country in 
which the labourer gets 5 annas a day? Can he quote a single country 
in which illiteracy is so great as in India where the postal rates are cheaper? 
Sir, this department is a civilising department and ought to be run on 
humanitarian grounds. Imagine the difference when a constable, a tahsil 
chaprasi and a postal peon go to a village and the reception which is given 
to them will mark out the difference between this department and other 
departments. The postal peon is received with real love as bringing news 
of the dear beloved ones, bringing money orders or articles required, for 
value of course^ whereas the tahsil chaprasi comes to demand land revenue 
and the police constable to arrest somebody or to impose some burdens. 
Thus the postal peon is the messenger of peace and good-will, and let his. 
visits be more frequent as a consequence of the reduction of postal rates.. 
When India is bent upon having compulsory elementary education, it in 
high time that the postal rates should be reduced. In this connection I 
would like to quote a paragraph from the speech of Sir Bhupendra Nath 
Mitra appearing on page 2595 in the reports of last year, which runs aa 
follows : 

“ Now, Sir, if yon want progress, if you want education, it is important that Ihs 
postal rates should be reduced before you have the means of providing education.** 

Sir, a heavy tax upon communication is to be deprecated but in a country 
like India it is to be condemned in the present state of things as calculated 
to stifle the growth of literacy and education. The present rates, it 
is undoubted, have reduced letters to an appreciable extent. In 1921-22, 
650 millions were sent; in 1924-25 only 610 millions, thus causing a diminu- 
tion of one-fifth. In fact the postal rate is the test of the sincerity of the- 
Government to help the poor people of this land. The pice postcard, 
familiarity with which had enshrined it in the affections of the people, will 
be a real boon to the people of India and will be appreciated more than the 
remission of the provincial contributions or the remission of the export 
duty on hides or reduction of the duty on motor oars. It wfll strike tbs 
, iinagination pf the people and induce more confi^oe in the Oovermney 
and its institutions. The reduction of postal rates will stimulate let^ 
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produce a sense of liveliness among the people and promote h 
aense of respectabihty m themselves and con&denoe in the administration 
•6f the country. I therefore appeal to the Government Benches to acoepf 
the amendment and prove to the distrustful public that there is a real 
change of heart and economic utility is not the sole concern of the Gov- 
ernment. I know that the reduction will cause a loss of about a orore or 
60 lakhs to the Government. I wish that the Government Benches would 
have made it possible for Members on this side of the \ House to be in a 
position to suggest the ways and means of getting out of this difficulty. * 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair, which was occupied 
by Mr. Deputy President ) 

But unfortunately the amenability to mfluence, the responsiveness is quite 
absent from this wooden and soulless system that it is not possible to do 
so. ^ the proposal of the Honourable Pandit Kunzru were attended to, 
as submitted by him yesterday, money could be ea'sily found. Sir, I am 
one of those who regard this department as one which has jits share in 
what is called nation-building and T for one would never grudge if subsi- 
dies are paid to this department from the general revenues of the country. 
The Tele<rraph Depariment is in unholy liaison with the Postal Depart- 
ment and if a iudicial divorce could be obtained it ought to be sued for. 
In the end, Sir, with your permission I would repeat that this department 
needs more life, more humanity, more sympathy and more change of heart. 
If this department is to take its proper share in the building of the nation, 
in dispelling the ignorance and illiteracy of the people, in bringing real 
relief to the pedple, the postal rates should at once be reduced With 
these words I support the amendment 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Eepresentative) I rise to suppoz’l the motion 
which has been moved by my Honourable friend Mr Dur.iisw amy angar 
The point is this , • 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industries and 
Labour) Will the Honourable Member kindly speak louder^ 

Mr. H. S. Aney: In a few minutes the Honourable Member will pro 
bably ask me to speak a little less loudly Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar has 
already explained to this House how' the enhancement of the postal rates 
has since 1922 gradually reduced the use of the postcard in this country. 
The great difficulty that has been put before us by the Government is that 
the revenues of the Government will be considerably reduced and that it 
will bfe impossible for the Government to run the Postal Department in the 
efficient manner in which they want to run it. That is the stock excuse 
thst h^is been put before us for a long time, but we have to consider the 
history of this postal rate. We shall find that there was a time when we 
hadrOur postal rate at just the point to which we want to reduce it now, 
and during that period the Department was being run as efficiently as it 
i8,|>eiiji?,run to-day. It is on account of certain emergencies that tms rate 
wak enhuilced and if the emergency has ceased to exist the first claim for 
reduction ii| 6f those items, the duties on ‘which have been raised on account 
of that emekyi^oy. For some years we bad deficit Budgets but immediately 
alter period ^ deficits was over, it was the duty of the Finance Mem- 
bdt to take tolo considei^ation those fnatters in which it has become 



THE IVfDMf FINAlfOB BILL. 


26 V» 

^necessary for him to enhance the duties and to increase the taxation. If 
the taxation were increased for a specific purpose, to meet a partiomar 
contingency, the disappearance of that contingency was the proper occasion 
for the Government to consider the question of bringing the duty to its 
old level. On the other hand, what do we find? As soon as 
there was a surplus, we were called upon to consider schemes 
altogether extraneous, and those schemes had to be met. We were called 
upon to consider the question of giving effect to the recommendations of 
the Lee Commission, and the surpluses were first distributed for the sake 
of meeting an enhancement of crores in the salaries of the civil 
servants 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : What portion 
of that crores came out of the Central Budget? 

Mr. M. S. Aney: My point is that the enhancement of salaries of the 
civil servants was made from the Indian revenues; and had it not been 
possible for tho Indian revenues to show a surplus, the question of giving 
effect to the Lee Commission’s recommendations could not have been con- 
sidered at all That is my position The second thing is this. The Gov- 
ernment of India were prepared to give effect to the recommendations of 
International Conventions and have been incurring a loss of crores and 
crores for the sake of giving effect to those recommendations; for example, 
although I think on broad moral grounds that it was a proper step, still 
tho fact remains that this country was willing to suffer a loss of revenue 
in connection wdth tho opium sale I understand that position perfectly 
well, but my first contention is this, that before we take any burdens of 
this nature and are prepared to reduce our revenues for other purposes, 

t primary claim of the poor people of this eoimtry must be taken into 
isidcration, and from that point of view^ I think it is necessary that these 
postal rates which have been raised on account of certain causes during 
certain difficult times should claim immediate attention and now be the 
first item in consideration for reduction, and the people of this country 
ought to gel the relief The War and its after effects are frequently 
referred to as being responsible for retention of enhanced taxation, but 
ihe War is over, and matters are being adiusted to the pre-war level in 
Europe . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Have the prices come down to the 
pre-war levels 

Mr, M. S. Aney: They may not have; I admit that they have not 
exactly come down to that position, but all the same, it is a matter which 
it is necessary for the Finance Member to consider, as to whose claims are 
prior Whenever he has got a surplus to be distributed, he must see Xvbo 
has got a prior claim upon that surplus — ^whether those who are highly 
paid or those that are over-taxed ; and from that point of view the question 
must be approached, and so I think in the matter of postal rates it is no 
use telling us that the revenue will be reduced and it will be impossible 
to run the Department in an efficient manner whbn at the same time Gov- 
ernment is undertaking fresh burdens of extra expenditure; I think that 
the Government should in that case consider the question of retrenchment 
still more closely if it becomes necessary, but this reKef should be given 
and not withheld any longer. The next point which I wish to bring to the 
notice of this House in this connection^ is that these postil rates 
existence for so long a period as five years and more; as la n^fttar el IMh 
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the present amendment only relates to postcards and no reference is made 
in it to reductions in rates for letters. So what would be the exact lose 
to the revenue? Is it not possible for the Government to put up with 
that loss by exercising proper economies in other directions? That is the 
point for the Government to consider. It is no use telling us that we cannot 
consider that point, that it is impossible : I say that it is the duty ..... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I told the Honourable Member 
yesterday that we should take it off the provincial contributions. 

Hr. M. S. Aney: That is the point which I wanted to touch also. 
Honourable Members in this House may be remembering that the Honour- 
able the Finance Member was very impatient of repetition of arguments 
when the discussion of the Currency Bill was going on, and probably the 
Honourable Members might also be remembering that when the Honour- 
able Pindit Malaviya was quoting certain extracts from his evidence before 
the Eoyal Commission, the Finance Member was irrestively tempted to- 
interrupt the Honourable Pandit and said that the passage in question was 
quoted twice, but the Honourable the President said that that passage 
could bear repetition. I am also to-day fired of hearing the repetition of 
argument by the Honourable the Finance Member; whenever there is any 
question of reduction of taxation or relief to be given, he says that any 
relief in regard to provincial contributions will not then be given and that 
they will have to be ignored. That argument we have been hearing in 
this House not to-day but for the last four years. That argument has 
been consistently adduced; the bogey to deny relief in regard to the pro- 
vincial contributions has been continually dangled before our eyes. I wan^ 
to say in the first place that the provincial contributions stand on an entirely 
different footing, and that their remission is not merely an obligation on 
the Govemrnent of India but it was a duty imposed under the Meston 
Award upon the Government of India, and it should have been given effect 
to long before 

ne Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: But they are not now being 
remitted. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: But there are so many other things. My point is 
this, that the provincial contributions have been partially remitted, and 
the Government of India ought not to rely upon charity or resources of 
the Provincial Governments for the sake of expenditure which they want 
to go on incurring. They ought to manage their affairs in such a way as 
not to depend unon the revenues of the Provincial Governments in order 
to maintain all this costly paraphernalia. (The Honourable ‘Sir Basil 
Blackett: ''Hear, hear.") The problem which the Government of India 
had to solve» if thev wanted to give a fair chance to the reforms, was to* 
make use of these contributions onlv for some limited period but within 
that period to have so arranged their whole expenditure as to bring it 
within their means and he enrirelv self-reliant and self-supporting irres- 
pective of anv charitv and assistance from the Provincial Government. 
(The Honourable Sir Basil Blackeft: "Hear, hear.'^ For seven years they 
did not do it, and it is iust for the sake of making out a case before the 
Statiitorv ndm’mission that the Government of India have been "giving 
every possible assistance to the people to make the reforms a success " r . 
they are doing it now or . . . . . 



teB DTDIAN FINAKOB BILL. 


2605 


The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Will the Honourable Member kindly 
< 3 onaider the fact when he makes a charge of that sort, that the Govern- 
ment of India have made it their policy ever since the Befonns to reduce 
the provincial contributions; they have stated it year after year, and they 
have been working on tbat policy, and that charge is one which ought not 
to be made. 

Hr. H. S. Aney : I believe there is nothing in this charge which I should 
retract. I say it is the first year now when the provincial contributions 
have been temporarily remitted, {The Honourable Sir Basil BlacUeit: ‘‘They 
have not’'), and then .... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: They have not been temporarily 
remitted, thanks to the Honourable Member’s vote yesterday. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: My point is this. In 1929 the Statutory Commission 
is to come, and if the provincial contributions are remitted at least tem- 
porarily, jt is in the seventh vear of the reforms ; that is a fact which I 
want this House to bear in mind, and that it is for the sake of making out 
a case that the Government of India have been ‘‘giving every facility to 
work the reforms” that this positi<^ is . . . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I desire to say that that charge is 
entirely untrue and ought not to be made. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I only want to show what the Government of India 
have done. (One or two Honourable Members: “Withdraw, ' withdraw.”) 
In vi^w- of the fact that before the Muddiman Committee the responsible 
Ministers and other Members had been making a charge against Provin- 
cial Governments that sufficient co-operation had not been received by 
them, and particularly that they were handicapped in the matter of revenue, 
— ^in view of that charge it is necessary for the Government of India also 
to show that there has always been a desire on their part to co-operate in 
these matters, and I believe it is from that point of view that Honourable 
Members ought not io be carried away by the consideration that in case 
we carry this amendment the remission of provincial contributions is 
likely to be lost. It is their moral duty to remit the provincial contribu- 
tions, and that the Government of India must depend upon the revenue 
available for the sake of managing the Central Government. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Will the Honourable Member pro- 
vide us the revenue? 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I believe so many taxes we have been paying ; and they 
are at the disposal of the Government of India — that is my contention. 
Now, Sir, what I wanted to bring to the notice of Honourable Members 
on this side of the House is the veiled threat that is given by the Honour- 
able the Finance Member in regard to this matter (The Honourable Sir Basil 
Blackett: “Not veiled”) that we are likely to lose a remission of the 
provincial contributions. But I maintain that is a matter which ought not 
to dissuade us in the serious consideartion of the amendment before the 
House. On the other hand, there is another obligation of which I wish to 
remind the Honourable the Finance Member in this connection. During 
the time of the debate on the Currency Bill we have been repeatedly told 
^‘If you go back to Is. 4d. provincial cont ribut ions will remain.” I say, 
Sir. whatever we niay do with the Rnance Bill, Is. 6d. is now passed aM 
if we remember aright the position that has been explained to us was tlw$ 
relief relating to provincial contributions could be given it la. 6i. was 
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'passed. The ratio of la. 6d. having been already sanctioned by this House^ 

* the Honourable the Finance Member stands committed to that posdtion- 
and he will have to adjust himself in a different way* (Laughter.) On 
that point he cannot go back. That position becomes perfectly clear. 
What I mean to say is this, that so far as postal rates are concerned, pro- 
bably that loss of revenue will not be so serious as we im^ine it to be, 
because we do not touch the letters. There is also the possibility that the 
sale of postcards will materially increase if the rates are reduced. Taking 
all these things into consideration the public loss will be of such a nature 
that it will be possible for the Govemmeni; of India to somehow or other 
manage the whole affair. It is not possible for me to suggest how it should 
be managed. It is for the Member in charge of the Department to see to* 
it. I am sure once ho agrees to this, it will not be beyond the range of 
his ability and capacity to do so. For these reasons, Sir, I heartily sup- 
port . |the amendment moved by my Honourable friend Miw Duraiswamy 
Aiyangar. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Kural) : Sir» I 
ha\e spoken so very often and at such, great length on this particular ques- 
tion during the last six years that I do not propose to take up much time 
of the House. My only justification for intervening in the debate at this 
stage is that none of the previous sj-leakers seems to have attempted to go 
to the basis of the Government case in this matter. The Government case 
has been that the Postal Department is to be treated as a commercial de- 
partment, and therefore if any proposal for the reduction of ratesiiresults 
in a serious loss to that Department, the general exchequer cannot be ex- 
pected to subsidise the Postal Department. That is the rook on which the 
Government case is founded. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: It has to be wrecked. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: And it is no use for Members year after year to bring 
up proposals for reduction of rates without first of all meeting that point. 
I have spoken so often on this question that the Honourable Member in 
charge, I think, knows perfectly well my views. Briefly speaking, I do not 
consider that this is the right attitude that the Government of India should 
take up now. When the Postal Department was begun to be worked in the 
public interests about 60 years back, a declaration of policy was made by 
the Government of those days. That policy was laid down to be that the 
Postal Department was never to bo looked upon as a fiscal department, 
that the Postal Department was to be considered to be a public utility 
department, to be worked in the interests of the people, and in considering 
the rates to be fixed for postage, the only consideration that the Govern- 
ment should bear in mind is whether the particular rates would have any 
- prejudicial effect on the volume of postal traffic. It was clearly laid down by 
previous Finance Member that in determining the postal rates, Govern- 
ment must see whether the volume of correspondence was affected in any 
Wjay, and that was to be the sole criterion. My Honourable friend Mr. 
Duraisyramy Aiyangar has already pointed out that the volume of corres- 
pondence, so far as postcards are concerned, has suffered a very ^eat 
fihrinking, and here I maintain that Government are guilty of having made 
a, the policy which was declared as long as half a century 

back. Mv next poipt is that the system of commercialised accounts which 
bag beqn introduced since 1921-22 gives undue credit to the Telegraph De- 
partm^Ut, and the Postal Department is saddled with certain amounts of’ 



TBB IKDIAK TINAKOd) HOAj, MOT 

espdnait;ure which cannot properly be charged to that aide of this cornbined 
department. I repeated this charge on more than oA^ occasion in tho 
past; and last year when considering the Finance Bill my Honom^ble 
friend Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra made a suggestion that this question 
might very well be gone into and examined carefully by a Sub-Committee 
of the Public Accounts Committee. I should like to know from my Btdnour- 
able Wend whether steps have been taken for the purpose of having a Sub- 
committee constituted of the Public Accounts Committee for that purpose. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Please read the last re- 
port of the Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: But, Sir, I maintain that if my Honourable friend 
had made proper use of the Standing Committee attached to his Depairt- 
ment, and if this matter had been referred to that Committee, certainly 
he would have been in a better position in this House to-day if he could 
point to the support of that Committee for the Government case. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division Non-Muhammadan): Standing Com- 
mittees never meet. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy: Our grievance is that these Standing Committees are 
not given the work that was contemplated to bo done by them and my 
Honourable friend knows verv well that he has made very little use of his 
Standing Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: No But the question of 
accounts is one which more appropriately falls within the sphere of the 
Public Accounts Committee. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: T know that certain labour questions arc occasionally 
ref('rrcd to that Coininittee When wi‘ have been discussing this question 
in this House so ufUu and when ihero is a great divergence of views be- 
tween non -officials and the Government on iho question of postal rates» I 
should have expected my Honourabh^ friend to refer this very important 
quesiaon to that Committee for opinion. Sir, I should like to point out 
that there is nothing inherently wrong in our demand that the Postal De- 
partment should, if necessary, be subsidised by the general exchequer. 
Last year I pointed out that in the United States of America they have 
ad )pted a deliberate policy to that effect and for very many years the Postal 
Department in the United States has been subsidised by the general 
exchequer 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Does the Honourable 

Member Imow the reason whv that is done? 

Mr. E 0. Neogy: We are concerned with the fact. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Very well. 

Hr. E. 0. Neogy: Sir, I am concerned only with the fact that the 
Government of the United States of America does not treat the Postal 
Department as a commercial department, and I have already stated that 
in the past the pol'cy of the Government of India was also not tOftreatJ* 
this Department as a commercial department. I may here mention that 
there are certain items of expenditure which have been for the first tindie^ 
charged to this Department which never found a place in the^pagit 
counts. I refer to me of these items, namely, the interest 
the capital account amounting tc' over 50 lakhs. If my Honourable 
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the Finance Member is a little less particular about the academic correct- 
ness of his system of commercialised accounts, these 50 lakhs will be 
available to us for effecting this reduction in the postcard rates. 

Mr, T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna':i 
Non-Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, I have tabled another amendment and I 
would like to say a few words. A tax when once levied will not be so 
’easily abandoned by any Government. We cannot expect the Govern- 
ment of India to take up any reasonable attitude in the matter without 
pressure being put upon them. The justification for any tax lies in the 
capacity of the people to pay. With regard to this postal rate, whatever 
justification there may have been when it was increased from a quarter 
anna to half anna, there is no reason why Government should have been 
resisting for such a long time to take it back to the original rate of 3 pies. 
Who are the people that are largely affected by this? I can say, Sir, with 
ac«ne practical knowledge, having visited thousands of villages in my 
province, if not in every other province, how the poor people have been 
ieeling the burden of this rate. 

[At this stage Mr. Deputy President vacated the Chair, which was 
resumed by Mr. President.] 

No doubt the upper classes would not feel it; but it is a tax that has 
been really oppressive on poor people, and that is proved by the figures 
which the Government have got in their records. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: What does the Honourable Mem- 
ber mean by a ‘tax'? 

Mr. T. Prakasam: I do not think the Honourable the Finance Member 
could find _so much trouble to understand the meaning of the word ‘tax' 
when I have been talking on postal rates. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I understand postal rates, but 
I do not understand the word ‘tax' in this connection. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: To me. Sir, it is a tax; to very poor people who are 
paying this burden it is a tax. It is an English word which is in the 
dictionary of the Honourable the Finance Member. " 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants Chamber: Indian Com- 
merce) : A charge for public service is a tax. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Anything that is levied in a direct form or indirect 
form and that becomes oppressive is a tax. 

. The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: May I get this clear? A charge 
•for service is a tax? 

Mr* President: Order, order. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: I am not giving way. Sir, because I do not like 
Hbhese interruptions. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: A charge for public service which is 
the monopoly of Government. 
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Mr. T. Pra k aaam : This is what is stated by the Honourable the Finance 
Member in his budget speech with regard to rates: 

** The Indian Postal and Telegraph Department is treated not as profit-eaminff 
institution^ but as am organisation whose energies are directed to supplying postal and 
telegraph facilities to the seneral public in as full a measure as is compatible with 
the fundamental principle that the department should not be a burden on the general 
iax-payer.*» 

I submit that there has not been much improvement in the postal 
.service in the villages in the country. They have not been given facili- 
ties to get their letters at least twice a week. I have known villages in 
which a letter would not reach even after 5 or 6 or 7 days. If only those 
who are in charge of the administration of this country would take some 
trouble and go and live in a village and see how these things are going on, 

they would understand. The greatest misfortune is that they have not 

been in touch with the people. The machinery has been worked from 
here; it works from the bottom to the top and the top are absolutely 
ignorant. So there is absolutely no justification for having, this, increased 
rate, in view of the fact that the Pbstal Department has been making a 
profit. When it makes a profit what is it that is done? The profit is 
used to meet the losses incurred in the Telepraph and other Departments, 
'lihey are not really used for increaeing the facilities by the establishment 
of post offices in villages where they have not got them. So, I submit, 
this is a rate which should not be allowed to be on the Statute any longer. 
The Honourable the Finance Member was telling us about the increase 
in prices. Have they gone down? Well, I do not know whether they 
would go down hereafter with this Is. &d. ratio; and what is the propor- 
tion of the increase in prices to the increase in this postal rate? The 

increase in prices was about 50 per cent, whereas the increeise in the 

rate on post cards by making it half an anna when it was 3 pies was more 
than 100 per cent. And this is not the way in which the Government 
should be always looking at things. If it were their own Government in 
their own country, the Government would not be incrurring the expenditure 
at the top which they are incurring here. Is there anv country in the 
world where the rulers have been incurring* so much expenditure with regard 
to all the people who have been employed at the top, with such 
oppressive taxes on the poorest people who are not able to bear them? I 
do not see any justification at all for continuing this. As regards the 
ways and means, we are all as much aware as anvone else that Govern- 
ment should have money to carry on the administration. But the ad- 
ministration must be reasonably conducted and the expenditure must be 
reasonable. So long as the expenditure is increased from year to year by 
orores and crores of rupees on the recommendation of everv committee 
that is brought into existence, and the recommendation of every com- 
mittee that has been put into action, there is no way for this country. 
And T will say, Sir, that a throat is offered every time by the Finance 
Member. What about the provincial contributions? “Tf you speak one 
word about this, well, your provincial contributions will not be remitted. 
So you have to bow to this." That is what he says. Provincial contri- 
butions will have to be looked to independently. These thiners have 
nothing to do with the provincial contributions. Provincial contrihiitiona 
can be easilv remitted by resorting to some other course and by reducing 
+he expenditure under some other heads. I therefore submit that this 
reduction must be made by the House. 
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Mr. N. M. Josbi: Sir, although it is quite natural that we* should all 
Sympathize with the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Duraiswamy 
.^iyangar, practical considerations of great importance make it difficult 
for me to support this motion. Sir, I have no quarrSl with the principles 
of taxation enunciated by Mr. Duraiswamy and my Honourable friend 
Mr. Neogy. I consider that the Postal Department is a public utility 
department, and if it is a public utility department, I would like this service 
to be rendered to the public at the cheapest rate. Not only that, if I was 
sure that the facilities of this department would be made available to an* 
equal degree to all the people in the country I would go so far as to say 
that the services of the Postal Department should be placed at the dis- 
posal of the public free, as free as we agree to give education, at least 
primary education. Sir, therefore, from the point of view of mere princi- 
ple, I am quite in favour of giving postal services to the public, not only 
at the cheapest rate but even free. But, Sir, when we propose to give 
postal services at the cheapest rate, and if wo agree, free, we must see 
whether all the people in the country, whether the poorest class of people 
in the country, in whose name we speak, get the benefit of that service. 
It is quite possible for some Honourable Members to say that no man in* 
the country is prevented from making use of the Post Office. , It is true 
that nobody is sent to jail if he does not make use of the Post Office, but 
is it possible, imder present circtimstances, that all the people in the 
country should take advantage of the postal facilities? In the first place 
there are many places in our country, and their number is really the larg- 
est, which do not enjov postal facilities even one-tenth of what we enjoy 
in towns and cities in India. Sir, in a town like Bombay we get our letters 
8 times a day, but if you go to a village the person in the village gets 
his letter once a week. 

Lala Lajpat Rai (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Do you 
mean to say ho should not even get that? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I mean to say he should get his letters 8 times a 
day as we get our letters 8 times a day, and as long as we cannot do tliat 
and we are not doing it, it is useless to say that we are pleading the cause 
of the poorest people in the country. 

Lala Lajpat Bai: Is it? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: It is first necessary that all postal facilities should 
be given equally to all people, and then certainly make them cheap and 
make them even free. But if we do not do it, what is the result? The 
result is that we are prepared kvtax a certain class of people for the bene- 
fit of a certain othef class of people. Sir, I quite agree that the Postal 
Department being a public department should be run by Government and 
Government should give the benefits of that Department cheap and even 
free. But, is the letter the only public utility? There are several other 
public utilities which Government could and should undertake. The first 
and the greatest public utility which the Government should undertake 
is the production of food which people require more than a postcard. Let 
Government undertake the production of food and distribute that food 
cheap. 

Mr. President: How is that relevant to the subject before the House 
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Mr. H. M. Joshl: Sir, I am trying to explain the principle which has 
been enunciated by. many Members here. There are persons who have 
onuDciated the principle that the Postal Department should be run at a 
loss. I am not against that principle at all, but if that principle is to be 
applied, then certainly I should apply that principle first to the production 
'rf food. Let Government undertake the production of food and distri- 
bute that public utility which is of greater importance than even a post- 
card. Not only that. Why should not Government produce cloth and 
distribute it to the people which is also of greater importance than post- 
cards? Sir,' it is merely from the point of view of principle that I am 
not against it. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) ; Ho wants the abolition of the Post Office. On that basis 
the Post Office has to be abolished. 

Mr. N. M. Joshl: I do not want that, but I want the Government not 
only to conduct the Post Office but several oiher departments as well. I 
therefore think purely from the point of view of principle, I am not against 
Government making a sacrifice, if the burden of that sacrifice is to fall 
upon a class of people wlio can bear it. Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. 
Prakasam has very clearly and very rightly enunciated the principle of 
taxation. Tf the Post Office makes a loss say, of 50 lakhs, how is that loss 
to be met? It should be met by taxation and he enunciated the right 
principle, namely, that those people should be taxed who are able to bear 
the burden of that tax.niion. I shall bo quite ready to make the Post 
Office free if the burden of making the Post Office free is going to fall upon 

class of people which is able to bear Hint burden; but are we quite sure 
of that? We are not quite sure. Tf we examine our system of taxation 
we shall find, and the Taxation Enquiry Committee has come to the con- 
clusion, that the burden on the poorest class of people is greater and that 
burden is thrown by several laxe.s — tlie salt tax, which fortunately yesterday 
we succeeded in reducing though wo have not as yet succeeded in abolish- 
ing it, the tax on kerosene, the tax on sugar, the tax on matches and 
several other articles. As long as the tax on those articles of great use to 
the public is there, and as long as wc know that that burden is greater 
than it ought to be and is greater in this country than in any other countrj’’ 
according to the view of the Taxation Enquiry Committee it is not right that 
we should throw the burden of giving cheaper postal r/ites to us at the 
cost of the poorest people in the country. Sir, that is my main argument. 
If the Postal Department makes a loss, the burden of that loss will not 
fall upon the class of people which is able to bear that burden, but it falls 
up(ui the class of people which is not able to Bear that burden. Now, 
Sir, it has been said, and said by most people, that the higher postal rates 
fall upon the poorest classes. I know there are poor people who use the 
Post Office although but rarely. That question is open to enquiry. My 
owTi impression is that most of the income which the Postal Department 
rnakes is made in large cities like Bombay, .Calcutta and other big citie^ 
and in the towns and that it is not made in the villages. I am quite. will- " 
ing to have that matter enquired into. I would, therefore suggest to the 
Honourable Member in charge of this. Department that this important 
question of the reduction of postal rates should be examined by a committee^. 
Let tha,t committee find out who really pays the postal revenue, and |£ it 
is found out that that postal revenue is paid by the poorest class of pedii^.e I 
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shall not only vote for the reduction of the postal rates but I shall vote 
ior making the postal service free. But we must first make an enquiry 
into that question and find out the facts; and if the facts go to show that 
reduction of rates is necessary, let that be done. I was themfore very 
g[lad when my Honourable friend Mr. Neogy suggested that this question 
should be considered by the Standing Committee of the Department. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: It was to decide the ques- 
tion of accounts, not this question. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Well, Sir, the question of accounts is important no 
doubt but the reduction of rates is of greater importance. I would there- 
fore suggest that the Honourable Member in charge of this Department 
should place this question before the Standing Committee of his Depart- 
ment, or, if the Assembly does not appoint a Standing Committee for the. 
Department, I suggest that he should place this question before the Stand- 
ing Finance Committee and let the Standing Finance Committee go into 
the pros and cons of the question and make a report to this House. I 
would like to make one more suggestion and it is this. If the Postal De- 
partment is noir to be run at a loss it is quite possible. for us to be able 
to take some risk as regards loss, if we build up a reserve fund. In our 
Eailway Administration we have now established a reserve fund in order 
fihat we should be able to take the risk of reducing our railway fares, and I 
think it is a very useful practice. The Postal Department has been maldng 
profits for several years. Unfortunately those profits have been consumed 
bv the Telegraph Department and the Telephone Department which ought 
not to have been subsidised by the Postal Department. If those reserves 
had been maintained I am quite sure we would have been in a position to 
take the risk of reducing the rates even to-day. But, Sir, I do not wish 
to quarrel with the past. I suggest to the Government of India that here- 
after whatever profits they make out of the Postal Department should be 
kect in a reserve so that, if not to-day, in two or three or four years’ time, 
we may be able to take the risk of reducing the rates for postage. I hope, 
Sir, that the Honourable Member in charge of the Department will accept 
Thy suggestions. 

Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Ruraiysi 
Sir, T- rise to support the amendment that has been moved by my friend 
Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar. A similar amendment also stands in my 
name. Sir, I will not tire the patience of this House by reiterating all 
those arguments which have been used on the floor of this House ever since 
the postal rates were enhanced and we have been asking for a diminution of 
those rates. But, Sir, I must reply to one or two suggestions which were 
made by my friend, the Labour Member, as we call him, Mr. Joshi. He 
said that he was opposing this amendment from practical considerations, 
though towards the end he ended by supporting the proposition that there 
should be free postage throughout the courftry. We do not go so far as 
that: we do not ask Government to go so far as that kt the cost of the geneijal 
tay* payer. Ho was arguing in a vicious circle when he said that this will 
not benefit the poorer people but will benefit only the well-off and other 
people. At same time he was saying that postal facilities are not 
given to the people who live in villages, while more facilities were given to 
those who live in towns like Bombay. Coming as I do. Sir, from a Bengal 
Tillage, which , is not only my home but where I actually reside, I can claim 
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to have more experience of village life, and I think I should lie failing'^in my 
duty if I did not say that more than any other department, the Postal 
DepEwtment is of service to the masses living in the villages equally if not 
to a greater extent, as it is to the masses who live in the towns. My friend, 
Mr. Jbshi, says that there ought to be free distribution of cloths and food 
before we can have free distribution of postal stamps. I beg to remind 
him that his constituency, as I should say — ^if there is any constituency 
foi him — that is, the labour people, are generally drained from the villages- 
to the towns. An Honourable friend tells me that his constituency is the- 
Government of India. If that be so I have no quarrel with him; but I 
believe that he was at least trying to champion the cause of labour; and 
if that be so, I may remind him again that this labour is drawn from the 
remotest villages of every part of India; and when the adult male labourer 
goes out from his own village to a distant place, like the Assam tea gardens, 
for whose coolies Mr. Joshi ought to be the champion — ^I do not know 
whether he is their champion or not — he must write at least one letter a 
week to his family in the village. So, Sir, Mr. Joshi was certainly not 
championing the cause of the masses, as he wanted to impress this House 
by arguments that he was, when he was opposing this amendment. I can 
of (bourse see the reasons why he was opposing the reduction of postal rates 
unless his demands are conceded probably. I will not go so far as to say 
that there are other considerations behind it ; hut whatever it may be, Sir, 

I beg to say that this reduction at least of the rates of postcards is necessary 
for the benefit of the masses and no one can ignore that fact. 

One other consideration. I beg to submit before this House, about the- 
amalgamation of the various other departments, namely, the Telegraph, 
Telephones and Eadio with the Postal Department. I would have been 
very glad if my friend, Mr. Joshi, had spoken on this because these Tele- 
graph, Telephone and Eadio Departments are not used by the masses but 
by the better classes. He had not a word to say against the amalgamation 
of the Departments 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I say that I had already protested against losses 
in the Telegraph and Telephone Departments being met by the Postal 
Department? 

Mr. Axnar Nath Dutt: Now, Sir, we know it for certain that whatever 
surpluses we have from these postal rates, they are all swallowed up by 
the deficiencies in the Telephone and Telegraph departments . . . 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I had protested against it. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Thank you. I am glad you protested. Tlie 
Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra in the year 1926 said that it is 
true that according to the estimates produced for the year 192,6-26 the 
postal branch of the Department shows a small surplus — I do not Impw 
whether it is a small or a large surplus — and the Telegraph Department* 
shows a small deficit. .He also entertained a hope that it will be more on 
the postal side in years to come, and I hope it is at least more now, which' 
entitles us to ask for a reduction. 

Then the other argument which is adduced and which has always been- 
advanced by the Government about the combination of the various depart- 
* ments was that oft-repeated arguments that the various services renderedf-f 
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by the Department are intimately connected with each other. Now, Sir, 
I may submit that it is a mere ipai dixit of the Honourable Member in 
charge of the Department, and when he brings in the analogy qt the United 
Kingdom on this point, I beg to submit that whenever it suits the Govem- 
riieiit Benches to bring in any parallel about the procedure in the United 
Kingdom, they bring it forward without any hesitation, but they forget 
that we do not here enjoy the same powers as the Members of the House 
of Commons do, and that we have no control over the purse which is en- 
jo}^ed freely according to their sweet will by the Members of the Govern- 
ment Benches and distributed by them as they like. {An Honourable 
Member: ‘‘You mean the Treasury Benches'*,) With these few words. 
I beg to support the amendment about the reduction at least of the price 
of postcards and reply postcards. 

Mr. H. G. Oocke (Bombay : European) : Sir, I do not want to take up 
manj^ minutes of this House on this hardy annual, but I should like to 
appeal to the House not to be carried too far away by sentiment. We 
had a lot of sentiment last week in favour of that so-callcd “naturar* ratio 
of Is. Ad. and we had a good deal of sentinjcnt yesterday, rather than sound 
argument, for the reduction of ihe salt tax. and if this goe^ on, Sir, we 
shall cease to bo a business Assembly. We have got a national expenditure 
and we have therefore got fco have a national income, and in considering 
these uiattors, whethen* H is a question of postal rates or income-tax or salt 
tax, it is essential that wo should consider the expenditure of the country 
before cutting dou n income in any way which may appeal to the House 
at a particular moment. I should like to congratulate my friend Mr. Joshi 
on his 8 deliveries in Bombay. Ho is very fortunate, and he must be 
living next door to the (reneral Post Office, because T generally get my 
letters only two or three times a. day. Mr. Joshi referred to the rural post 
offices not being a paying mniter ^ts compared with those in the towns,- 
and those remarks wore applauded by the TTonourahh' Member in charge. 
I do not know whether Mr. Joshi argued from that tliat the rates for post- 
cards in towns should be reduced and not in Ihe rural areas, but that seemed 
to be the logical conclusion of his remarks. Sir, the last Assembly was 
inclined to accept the principle that the Post Office was a commercial depart- 
ment, and that its revenue ought to balance its expenditure, and I hope 
that principle will also be accepted by this Assembly, because if we are 
going to reduce the postal rates to such an extent as to show a heavy 
deficit in this Department, a deficit which has to be made up in some other 
way, I think we should be going back and not forward. The Postal Depart- 
ment is recognsed in most counfries of the world as a business department, 
and I think the Inchcape Committee said that the Postal Department was 
a department which ought to pay its own way, and it will not pay its own 
way if w'e reduce the rates in the manner suggested by many Honourable 
Members in the numerous motions which they have put down. 

Mr. Neogy referred to the fact that, before arriving at the loss on the 
Postal Department, the interest on capital outlay, which amounted to over 
50 lakhs, was put in as a charge. I do not know whether figures have 
ever been given as to how exactly that interest is arrived at, or rather I 
should say as to how the block, amount, is , arrived af on which that interest 
is calculated, but if these figures are available, I think the House would- 
be interested to knovr them. I know a point was discussed in this House 
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a year or two ago as to whether it is right, in arriving at the block amount^ 
to take the present value oi the postal buildings, etc., or their original cost, 
or whether neither should be taken, having regard to the fact that these 
buildings were paid for year by year out of past revenues, and I think it 
was accepted then that you had to consider this Department as a business 
department which the Government was taking over and you had to consider 
the total block account, having regard to what the buildings, etc., had cost 
and what their real value was at the present time, in arriving at the correct 
charge of interest to debit to the Department. 

Finally, Sir, I should like to refer, in connection with this attempt to 
cut down postal rates, to the number of new post offices which are to be 
opened. That is a very material factor in assisting the people of the 
country, particularly in rural areas, .and I think it w’ould be a great mistake 
at this time, before one h.as- provided for the great (^Jepense in developing 
new rural post offices, it would ho .a groat mistake, I say, to tamper in 
any way with the postal rates at the present time. 

Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Roy: (Bengal Mahajan Sabha: Indian Corti- 
merce) : Sir, I believe I shall be failing in my duty if I did not associate 
myself whole-heartedly wuth my Honourable friend. Mr. Duraiswamy 
Aiyangar, in the amendment which he has moved. I had also given notice 
of a similar amendment. Sir, as a matter of fact, it is well known to us 
under what circumstances the postal rates came to be enhanced. My Hon- 
ourable friend. Mr. Aney, has pointed out that postal rates were enhanced 
to meet the exigencies of the situation AYhon the Honourable the Finance 
Member was confronted with a deficit Budget. T congratulate the Hon- 
ourable the Finance Member on the prosperity Budget which he has been 
pleased to place once more before the House. An opportunity has now 
been given to him to show some favour to the poor who, I feel, ought to be 
relieved from the burdens which have been imposed upon them. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: There is no surplus money. 

Rai Bahadur Tant Bhusan Roy: I am coming to that. I shall point 
out, as has been shown by Mr. Neogy, that the Postal Department is not 
running at a loss. I do pot agree in the view that the Postal Department 
should be run on commercial lines. On page 238 of the Finance and 
Edvenue Accounts, I find that the revenue from postage and message 
revenue accounts has been shewn as Rs. 5,79,23,844, and miscellaneous 
revenue amounts to one crore, 19 lakhs odd. The total revenue comes to 
Rs. 6,98,44,810, which shows that there is a profit of Rs. 48,88,401. It is 
the Telegraph and Telephone Department, as was pointed out by my 
friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, which is running at a loss. The net loss is 
duo to the fact that these three departments have been amalgamated. 
Sir. I appeal to the Honourable the Finance Member and the Honourable 
Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra that, taking advantage of the fact that they 
have a surplus Budget to present to the House so far as the Postal Depart- 
ment is concerned, they ought to relieve the poor by reducing the postal 
rates at any rate. I . think the Government will not have much to lose if 
they reduce the rates to a quarter of an anna because the sale of cheap 
postcards will be considerably stimulated and increased by this fact. 

Sir, I do not think I should be justified in taking up much of your 
but 1 should, before 1 conclude, refer to tbe observation which has beeiK 
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made by the Honourable the Finance Member in the course of the debate 
on this qu'estion. He has said, “How is the deficit, how is the loss of 
revenue to be met?“ My answer is this that the Government will not lose 
at all if the postal rates are reduced to a quarter of an anna beoaqpe by 
reason of such reduction the sale of the postcards will considerably increase. 
If as a matter of fact the Honourable the Finance Member is faced with 
loss of revenue, by all means do not abolish the export duty on tea emd. 
hides, do not reduce the import duty on motor cars and the duty on tyres 
and tubes which are meant for the rich. With these words, Sir, I whole- 
heartedly support the amendment of my friend. 

Mr. Mukhtar Singh (Meerut Division : Non-Muhammadan Bural) Sir, 
I had no mind to speak^on this amendment though I sent an amendment in 
my name for the reduction of the rate of postcards, but, as the Honourable 
Mr. Jr^shi has pointed out that the postcards are not generally used by the 
poor people, I consider it my duty, Sir, to point out that his idea is wrong. 

I refer, Sir, to the annual report of the Postal and Telegraph Department. 
From that we find that in the year 1922. when the rate on postcards was 
put up, the number of postcards used was 650 millions. In the next year, 
1923, there was a reduction in the number of postcards used to 525 millions. 
In the case of letters, we find, Sir, that the number used in that year was 
610 millions and it was reduced to 510 millions in 1923. I have 
worked out the ratios and I find, Sir, that in the case of postcards there was 
a clear reduction of 80 per cent., while in the case of letters the reduction 
was 83 per cent. Then again. Sir, we find that the number of postcards 
used in 1925 increased to *540 millions while the number of letters used' 
increased to 530 millions, which means. Sir, that in the case of letters the 
percentage has srone down by 87 per cent, w^hile in the case of postcards it 
has gone up only by 83 per cent. This clearly shows that those persons 
who were using postcards are not using postcards to the same extent as they" 
would have used them if the rates had not been increased. This clearly also 
shows, Sir, that postcards are generally used by. poor people and letters 
are used by richer people. If we take the number of those people. Sir, wha 
when the rates were rsised were using letters and began to use postcards 
as they naturally would do, then the percentage will be further reduced 
from 80 per cent, to something like 75 per cent. This shows clearly that 
-- the postcards are generally used by the poor people. Unfortu- 
12 Nook, lately we are living in a country in which the number of poor 
people is much more than those of the middle class’ or the rich people, and 
when any relief is sought to be given to the poor the main argument is 
that a large amount of money will be needed to give that relief. But in 
case the relief has to be given to the middle class people or the rich people, 
then naturally the amount required comes to a lower figure and the Gov- 
ernment takes it un. What do we find? The whole of the Finance Bill 
is a clear indication that Government wants to give relief to the rich people 
rather than to the poor. This is why we find that there are proposals 
to reduce the dutv on motor cars and to abolish the duty on tea. If there is 
no monev to be found, the Government can find money by retaining the 
present duties on the above articles. So there is enough money. Tho 
other point that T want to make is that if the Postal and Telegraph Depart- 
ment IS to he a business department, whv should not the Indo-Eurejpean 
Department be conducted on business principles? If that Department is 
not making a profit, then why not raise the rates till the time it becomes-^ 



THE INDIAN FINANCE * BILL. 


26l7 


»d paying department? I do not know what is the difference between the 
Postal Department and the Indo-European Department. There is pne 
mojre point which I want to make. From the speech made last year by the 
Honourable Member in charge of the Postal Department, we were given to 
understand that if the literacy improves then he will consider the point of 
lessening the rates in the Postal Department. He said: 

iF you want progress, if you want education, is it important that the pofltal 
rates should be reduced before you have the means of providing education?** 

May I remind him that in these six years the literacy of the coimtry has 
increased by something like 15 per cent., and in that case this is just the 
time when ‘ we should demand that the postal rates* should be reduced. 
With these remarks I support the amendment. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: It is the fashion for some Members m 
this House to run down anything that may come from this parh of the 
House when they do not agree with it, by calling it either political or 
sentimental. My Honourable friend, Mr. Cocke, began by criticising 
the work in this House during the last few days as being based on senti- 
ment. Whatever is not appreciated by my Honourable friend Mr. Cocke 
as being in his direct interest or as being in the interests of those whom 
he represents here, he perhaps looks upon as sentimental. I am afraid 
that he will find in this House such hardy annuals as the quarter anna 
postcard for ever until we secure a quarter anna postcard for the masses 
of India. I therefore do not sympathise with his surprise that this sub- 
ject should come up from year to year. 

Mr. H, G. Oocke: I did not express any surprise on that subject. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I feel that the quarter anna postcard 
is the first thing which is justified, if by nothing else, by the results of 
the half anna postcard since it was introduced. On mere business prin- 
ciples and based on cold calculations alone one may feel a little surprised 
that the Honourable Member in charge himself did not think ^ fit to 
pjess for this before now. The report of the‘ Postal and Telegraph De- 
partment for the year 1924-25 contains a chart and you find that since 
1921-22, when I believe the postcard was doubled to half an anna there 
has been a steady fall in 1922-23, 1923-24 and 1924-25. In fsust the 
?mnual increase during these years has been at a much lower pace than 
in the previous five years that are given in this chart. This by itself 
shows that in raising the charge for the postcard Government actually 
stifled the healthy increase in the use of postcards, to say nothing of the 
value of the postcard as a means of education generally throughout the 
ccxmtry. From the mere fact that that is the one item which allows- 
the poorest to get into * communication with each other I should have 
thought that that would have been the first item to come in for favour- 
able consideration by Government as soon as finances permitted. My 
views are known to the House as far as the prosperity nature of the 
Budget for next year is concerned. I however wish to take the Finance 
Member and those who congratulated him on the presentation of thiys 
prosperity Budget at their words. If they have a prosperity Budget I 
suggest thai' reduction in the charge on the postcard is the first duty that 
should devolve on the Government of India as far as the masses of Bidia 
are ooncemed. The question may be asked where is the revenue to oox&e 
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from? Well, it has been indicated that the amalgamation of the PostisJ 
Department, as far as accounts are concerned, with the Telegraph -twtid 
Telephone Department is unfair to the user of the Post Ofi&ce. I do not 
know whether the Honourable Memher when he gets up to reply will 
give us figures of these, but I am sure that even a little increase in tele- 
graph and telephone charges would not be minded by this sectiorfi^of the 
House if the masses of India could be secured their quarter anna postcard. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Will it bring in more revenue? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Has the half an anna postcard brought 
in proportionately more revenue? It would not matter even if th^ re- 
turn were a little smaller imder Telegraphs for some time. ,Wliq uses 
the‘"p(5Btcard and who uses the telegraph service is the questiojl&vji^s it 
fihat^the section which uses the telegram is more vocal and perhaps l^iore 
influential that you dare not touch them? After all it is the duty of 
this lection of the House always to stand up and plead for those whose 
means prevent them from using anything dearer than the quarter anna 

postcard. So far as the question of finding revenue for the quarter anna 

postcard is concerned the figure that would be involved b> way of smaller 
revenue is put at rupees 70 to 80 lakhs. As against that you see from 
this chart that you can safely count upon a substantial increase in the 
use of postcards at a quarter of an anna. My Honourable friend Mr. 
Duraiswamy Aiyangar has given very elaborate figures and I do not want 
to repeat them. I have made a very rough calculation before I rose to 

speak. I think you can put the loss of revenue by reduction of the 

\olume of sale of postcards at about 60 lakhs of rupees. To secure this 
there are two options. Either increase your charges on telegrams and 
telephones if need be and get a part from that or — and this I think is one 
which this side of the House should press for — that the interest 
charge debited to this Department is one which should not be allowed 
to continue any further. I am a bit surprised, Sir, as to why 
the Honourable Member in charge did not protest against this debit 
and did not bring this question to this House before he quietly 
gave in to the Einance Member; the capital expenditure in the past 
0^ most of it was incurred out of revenue: if the taxpayer’s 
money has been used and does not carry interest, I really fail to see how 
the Finance Department is entitled to charge any interest on it. Only 
such amount as is raised -by a loan, if figures about it are known, should 
I think be allowed, but what has been used in the past out of revenue 
should never be tolerated to carry interest in debit to this Department. I 
therefore feel that a substantial part of the 50 lakhs which is debited to 
ihe revenue of this Department for interest should be taken off and 
should be given credit for against this quarter* anna postcard . . . , 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: May I inform the Hon- 
ourable Member that the debit for interest charge is mostly to the Tele- 
graph Branch of the Department and not to the Postal Branch. We are 
trying to separate the accounts of the various Branches. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Do I understand from the Honourable 
Iklember that there is no debit to the Postal Branch -at all for interest? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: I should say very little. 
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Sir PunEthotamdas Thakurdas: What is it— may I know? I therefore 
‘SiSbmit, Sir ^ . 

Tbe Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: The interest charge is 
Eb. 8,63,000. 

(Laughter from the 'OflBcial Benches.) 

Sir Sursbotamdas Thakurdas: I do not claim to have studied the point 
as much as the Finance Department; the Finance Member need not 
clap, we are all gathering information here, Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I was congratulating my colleague. 

Furshotamdas Thakurdas: Oli, I see, on the fact that he knows 
some figures (Laughter). But the point is, has postal revenue money in 
the past ,'*fiot been used to finance and build up even the Telegraph De- 
partmehtS I would like an examination of the figures from this point; 
of view. I suggest, Sir, that if this is not sufficient we may turn' 
to the Telegraph Department and ask those who send telegrams and who 
must use them to pay a little more in order that the masses may get the 
ouarter-anna postcard. I further feel. Sir, that those who claim that 
this is a prosperity Budget ought to recognize that the first claim on a 
prosperity Budget and on a surplus is of the masses who will be most 
directly benefited by the quarter anna postcard. I think it was my friend 
from Bombay who said that the Inchcape Committee recommended that 
the Postal Department accounts should be kept on a commercial basis. 

I think the accounts of every Department of the Government, which is 
run for the sake of a public service, should be kept on a commercial basis. 
But the whole question is, oro^you going to benefit those who want more 
up-to-date services, those who want a little more luxurious services — ^you 
may, for instance, call the telephone service such — are you going to bene- 
fit them at the expense of those whose paying capacity is the smallest in 
fhe whole land? And the first claim for consideration is of the user of 
the postcard. For these reasons, Sir, I have great pleasure in support- 
ing this amendment. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industries and 
Labour)^ Sir, this is not the first occasion on which it has been my painful 
duty to oppose a demand made bv a certain section of this House for the 
reduction of postal rates. I had to face a similar demand twice last' year 
and I gave my reasons for opposing the demand to the House in full on 
the 9th February, and again on the 16th March, last year. I do not pro- 
pose to take up the time of the House by repeating in detail the arguments 
which I had used on those occasions and I shall confine myself to some 
of^the broader aspects of the question. 

I may at the outset mention that the cost of this proposal to halve the 
rate for single postcards and for replv postcards will on the present volume 
of traffic amount to about Es, 90 lakhs a’year. 

Sir Hari Singh Gk>ur: Not allowing for expansion? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I shall deal with every 
aspect of the question if the Honourable Member will be patient. But 
^ven with that volume of traffic, the loss will be more than Es. 90 lakhs, 
for a reason to which reference was made by my Honourable friend Mr 
Duraiswamy Aiyangar. As soon as the present difference between this 
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initial rate for letters and the “rate for the postcara is increaseK,; a certaia 
volume of traffic which is now carried by the letter mail will come down 
to the postcards, and therefore the loss on the present volume of traffic 
\Vill be increased to about Es. 1 crore a year. 

Now, Sir, I come to the point to which reference was made by my 
friend Sir Hari Singh Gour. It is often urged by supporters of aHclemand 
for reduction in postal rates that if we reduce the rates the traffic will go 
up so enormously that the revenue yielded by the additional traffic will 
not only suffice to meet any additional expenditure required to deal with 
that extra traffic but will leave us with a substantial sum of njoney which 
will reduce our estimate of loss from fliat figure of a crore of rupees tp aJi 
almost negligible figure. I shall in the first place deal with iihe first 
part of the argument and in doing so I shall reply to the statements which 
have been made by various Honourable Members of this House who have- 
spoken before me including my friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. That 
part of the argument is based on the fact that on the increase in the 
posfpl rates in 1922 there was a large fall in the traffic in both letters and 
postcards, and it is argued that this reduction was mainly, due to the 
increase in the rates which made it impossible for the poor man to afford the 
enhanced rates and compelled him to curtail his correspondence and the 
use of the postal service. If, however, the course of the postal traffic in 
recent years is examined a little more closely, the fallacy of the argument 
becomes apparent. Before the War, in the five years ending 1913-14 the 
average annual growth in the traffic was estimated at 17 million for letters 
Md 14 million for postcards. In the three years ending 1920-21, the growth 
was estimated at 141 million for letters and 99 million for postcards. Will 
any of my Honourable friends seriously contend that the abnormal rise in 
these three years was due to a sudden increase in the poor man’s corre- 
spondence? It must be remembered that the period was one in which the 
level of .prices in India had reached its peak and generally speaking there 
had not been a corresponding rise in the poor man’s earnings. The abnor- 
mal growth in the postal traffic in the three years was due to another cause 
with which most of us are familiar. It was due to the trade boom which 
followed the Armistice. We are also all aware that that trade boom was 
followed by a trade depression which reached abysmal depths in the year 
1022-23. It is no wonder then that the estimated traffic in letters fell by 
100 millions in that year and the traffic in postcards fell by 125 millions. 
That, however, is the true explanation of the abnormal rise and the abnormal 
fall in the traffic in the yeai-s 1918-19 to 1922-23, and I submit that the 
poor man does not enter into the picture to any material extent. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: He comes in nowhere. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Further evidence in support 
of my contention is furnished by the fact that the receipts from the sale 
of postage stamps in April 1922, amounted to Es. 56 lakhs as against Es. 72^ 
lalffis in April, 1921, though the increased postage rates had not come into 
force till the 24th of April, 1922. Indeed the facts in regard to postal 
traffic in the years 1918 to 1923 simply bear out the experience of other 
cotintries, namely, that the principal factor controlling the volume of 
that traffic is the condition of business throughout the country and Hot 
the poor man's* correspondence. I think quite receiitly we have been 
faced with a similar experience in connection with the reduction of railway 
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TQites. When the railway rates were reduced in 1926-27, it was aoiticipated 
that it would bring in a very considerable volume of extra revenue, but 
owing to dullness in business we did not manage to realise the anticipated 
increase of revenue. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: You will do so now. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I do not know. 

Sir Ha^ Singh Oour: Let us try. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I was surprised to hear my 

friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas say that there had been a steady fall 
in revenue since the postal rates were reduced in 1922. After that large 
fall, so far as I can make out, there has been again a steady rise. In the 
three years ending 1925-26 the average annual increase in the traffic in 
letters was estimated at 10 million and in postcards at 9 million. I am' 
not sure that this rate of growth will be substantially enhanced with the 
reduction of postal rates, unless there is a substantial improvement in the 
conditions of business in the country, in which case the traffic will go up 
automatically irrespective of any reduction in rates. Be that as it may, 
and this is very important, I have no doubt in my mind that it will not be 
possible to efficiently handle any additional traffic at a cost materially lower 
than the value of that traffic at present rates, unless we try to sweat our 
large body of subordinate employees by extending their hours of work 
beyond the present standard of 8 hours a day, by increasing the length of 
the beat and the weight carried by the postman, and by reducing the cceD> 
veniences which these subordinates now enjoy in various directions. I am 
sure that none of the Members of this House will advocate such a course 
of action, and the only effect of a substantial rise in the traffic, with the 
reduction in rates, will be a further increase in the figure of annual loss 
which I have already given to the House, for the traffic itself will be un- 
remunerative, and any growth in it will add to the loss. 

Now, Sir, I shall turn to another aspect of the subject. I was rather 
surprised to hear my friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar talk about further 
retrenchment. On several occasions in the past I have explained to the 
House that in 1923-24 more was done by the Department in the direction of 
securing real economies than was recommended by the Inchcape Committee. 


Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: By the reduction of 74 village postmen? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: If the Honourable Mem- 
ber will kindly refer to the speech I delivered in the House on the 10th 
of March last year he will find that we arrived at that result not simply 
by reducing a few postmen but we had also to make other drastic re- 
trenchments. It is, however, obviously impossible to restrict the expendi- 
iure of the Department or of its Postal Branch to the level of 1923-24. 
The expenditure must go up automatically with the growth in the volume 
(f traffic. The only way in which further retrenchment of any consider- 
able magnitude can be effected is either by reducing the numbers of the 
staff or by reducing their emoluments. The House may take it from me 
that action in either direction is impossible in the case of the Ppst^ 
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traffic, including parcels and money orders has g6ne up from l,Obl mu-; 
lions in 1913-14 to 1,310 millions in 1925-26 — that is by over 2!^ per cc^t". — 
the strength of the staff, exclusive of the Audit Office and of th^ road' 
establishment which fluctuates with the opening of rcdlways and motor 
services, has increased in that period from 74,000 to 88,000 or less than^ 
20 per cent. Indeed in their zeal for keeping down expenditure the 
authorities have in certain cases in recent years allowed the strength of 
the operative staff to fall below the requirements of traffic, with the re- 
sult that the operatives had to work longer hours than those prescribed. 
This is the state of affairs which is supported by the interim* figures that 
were quoted by my Honourable friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar. It 
led to complaints from the staff* in regard to which questions have been 
asked in this House from time to time and which formed one of the prin- 
cippl items of grievance that I undertook to examine personally on a sug- 
gestion of my Honourable friend Mr. Jinnah made on the floor of this 
House on the 12th February 1925. It was the other day that my Honour- 
able friend Mr. Earn Narayan Singh referred to the hardships suffered by 
postmen in certain rural areas in his province, and he suggested that if an 
improvement was not made in the conditions prevailing the efficiency of 
the service would suffer. In a sense he was perfectly correct, although 
I have not yet had an opportunity of checking the facts which he men- 
tioned in this House. As the result of the examination which I promised 
to make in February 1925, provision was made in the Budget for 1926- 
27 for* additional staff in cases where relief was urgently required and 
the process is being repeated in the Budget for 1927-28. It may further 
interest the House to know that out of the 88,000 men mentioned by me 
and a road establishment of 17,000, only about 300 are in receipt of a 
pay of Es. 300 and over, and 32 are in receipt of a pay of Es. 800 and over, 
only a dozen of these 300 officers possessing non- Asiatic domicile. T am 
mentioning these figures because loose statements are made that the De- 
partment is top-heavy and employs a disproportionate number of officers 
on high rates of pay. It is true that the number of officers who are in 
receipt of a pay of Es. 300 and over is now higher than it was in 1913-14,^^ 
but that is mostly due to the fact that the pay of officers who in 1913-14 
were getting Es. 250 to 300 has now been raised above the latter figure. 

As regards reduction in the emoluments of the staff all but *3 per cent, 
of which are in receipt of a pay of less than Es. 300 a month, it is obvious 
from the debate which took place in this House on the 10th and 11th 
March last that this is not possible, and that what is probably required 
is an improvement in the pay and allowances of a large number of the 
low-paid staff.* Some Honourable Members who have spoken have attack- 
ed. the principle which we have been consistently following in regard to 
the financial arrangements of tfie Department. This fundamental prin- 
ciple, as mentioned by me on several occasions in the past, is that the 
rates charged by the Department for the various sendees rendered by It 
to the public should be so adjusted that on the<\ii^^e their yield would 
Jiist suffice to meet the expenses that the Depjkrp^qw^ must incur to 
.maintain the services on a reasonable standard *"6f*^'efficiency. In other 
words, taken as a whole the Department should pay fts way and it should 
not be receiving, carrying and delivering letters and mails and teliiframfl 
cf its. customers at the expense of the general tax-naver. I should like 
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at tl^i Gd;ag.e to reite^te an observation which I have also made on pre- 
vious occasions. Tb^se postal rates are not a tax on communications. 
They ’■are"* not a tax IH; all. They are simply charges levied to meet the 
eipensesiof services rendered. has been at times argued by some of my 
Honourable friends that in the application of the prmciple we ought not 
to mix up the Postal Branch of the Department with the Telegraph and 
lelephone Branch. I submit, Sir, that we are fully justified in the view 
which we have consistently held in the matter. It is a** generally accept- 
ed principle in all important countries of the world that the Post and 
Telegraph Department should have control over all means for the tranSS^ 
mission of intelligence. I know that the position in the United States of 
America is different, but if my Honourable friends will care to read the 
leports of the Postmaster-General in that country they will find that 
there too the adoption of the principle has been strongly advocated. The 
justification of the prinicple is obvious, because the various services ren- 
dered by the Department are intimately connected with one another, the 
telegraph and telephone and radio providing merely for a more expeditious 
method of communication than the postal service. As I mentioned in 
this House the other day, the principal customers of the Department 
who contribute to the small surplus in the Postal Branch are men engaged 
in business of various categories, and they are interested in the telegraph: 
and telephone services as much as they are interested in the postal ser- 
vice It is, however, not necessary for me to dwell on this aspect of tho, 
question at any great length, for our latest calculations indicate that iit 
1927-28 there will be a small surplus of Es 8 lakhs in the Postal Bnanph* 
of the service and small deficits of Bs 6 lakhs and Es 3 lakhs, respectively, 
in the Telegraph and Telephone branches of the service. I may in this 
connection observe that the deficits in the last two cases are to some ex- 
tent due to the concessional rates which we grant to newspapers as a 
means of disseminating intelligence and in which the House the other 
day decided to make no further reduction at present in view of the finan- 
cial position of the Department. As I said the other day it will not be 
possible to obtain a true picture of the position until the accounts in the 
new form and with complete adjustments are firvailable for three or four 
years. I know that on the present occasion, my friend Mr. Neogy has 
challenged the financial principle to which I have referred. The answer 
to Mr Neogy, I think, was furnished by my friend Mr. Joshi He asked if 
the postcards of the poor people are to be carried free, why should not 
these poor people be supplied with free food and free clothing. I think 
my friend Mr. Joshi made that observation simplv, and perhaps un- 
wittingly to bring out the absurdity of the contention of my friend Mr.. 
Neogy .... 

Mr. H. H. Joshi: No, no. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Now, Sir, my friend Mr. 
Neogy also referred fo the position in America, and I asked him whether 
he had at all cared lo study the real position in America. After the re- 
marks which felLfrom my friend Mr. Neogy in regard to America last 
year, I tried some of the Eeports of the Postmaster-General i» 

that country. give him a quotation from one of these Beporte: 

** Postage ratesf'ahoald be fixed and readinsted from time to time with a viemr to 
ar eqnitable distribution of the total charges among the senders of different olasset 
dibnail on a basis that will promote the greatest usefulness of the service as % Wh<ta 
and secure a total revenue approximately equal to the total expenditure.’* 
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(Several Honourable' Members :**What does it sho^?’’). Iijb, ^year 
1918 the accounts of the Post Office in the United States of 4 Ainerioa 
yielded a surplus of 64 million dollars. In the next year this surplus 
rose to 74 million dollars. Thereupon they reduced their rates, with the 
result that there was a deficit m the year 1924 of 14 million dollars . . . 

Lala Lajpat Bai: They never ran the telegraph service as a Govern- 
ment concern. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I think I have already re- 
ferred to the position in regard to the telegraph service in America. I 
am now dealing with Mr. Neogy’s arguments in regard to the postaP ser- 
vice. Why do they permit that deficit in that countr;y ? The reason is 
that officii letters are carried free of charge under frank. In India we 
abolished that arrangement long ago. If that arrangement had continued 
the effect of it would have been that we would have been running the 
Postal Branch of the Department with a subsidy of a crorc of rupees a 
year from the general taxpayer because the amounts received from the 
sale of service stamps aggregate about a crore of rupees a year. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: May I give a quotation to my friend about the 
poKcy which determines this matter in America? It is a policy which 
operates the Post Office on a service basis with primary regard to the 
general well-being rather than to the purely financial results obtained from 
such enterprise.'* 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The Honourable Member 
has given mo a quotation, and I have given the House another If we want 
to look at the matter from different aspects, wc can never get a com- 
plete picture; but I have brought out the fact from another quotation, that 
they do not wholly overlook the financial considerations in the United 
States of America. There, is a subsidy from the general tax-payer to the 
postal service in that country and the reason for that is that official and 
certain other correspondence is carried under frank or free of charge. The 
value of this concession was estimated before the War at something like 
fifty million dollars. The correspondence carried free of charge includes 
what is known as Parliamentary correspondence. I hope. Sir, that I have 
succeeded in making it clear to the House that, consistently with the prin- 
ciple that the postal service should be self-supporting, it is not yet possible 
to make any reductions in our existing scale of postal rates. As I explained 
to the House the other day, the principle is of the greatest advantage to the 
Department from the point of view of the maintenance 6f its efficiency 
and the development of its operations. It has enabled me to devote addi- 
tional funds to Removing certain legitimate grievances of the staff which 
were impairing their efficiency. It has helped me to open more post offices 
in the current and last years, mostiv in rural areas, than had beefi possible 
in the preceding nine vears. As T told the House the other day, the num- 
ber of post offices, including experimental offices, which we hope to open 
in the tvw vears 192e5-26 and 1926-27 will be 1,400 as against 780 in the 
preceding nine yearsv ‘I think it is necessary that I should say a few words 
about these experimental post offices. It has been explained several times 
oit the floor of this House that they do not pay their way. Still, they sIS 
opened and maintained by the Department to the extent that iti^ finances 
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permit"tn §rder to maM '^stal facilities available to poor people in the rural 
areas, -*wa jlieq^ure whidh I know ia considered by this HoUse, and by my 
Honourably friend Sir Hari Singh Gour in particular, to be of th^ highest 
importance and value to the econon^ic development of the country. As I 
urged the other day, if the principle of running the Post Ofi&ce on a self- 
supporting basis is discarded, and I have to depend on subsidies from the 
yield of general taxation, it is obvious that both efficiency and development 
will be seriously jeopardised, as the Post Office will in that case receive, 
along with other applicants, the claims of some of whom may be considered 
to bo more deserving and pressing, only a share of any benefactions which 
the Honourable the Finance Member may have to distribute out of his 
budget surplus. I would again appeal to the House not to lend its support 
to any^proposal which may have disastrous consequences on tho efficiency 
and development of the Department. 

The arguments which are adduced by supporters of the demand for 
reduction in postal rates are, so far as I have been able to follow them, as 
follows : The rates were raised at a time of financial stringency and they 
should therefore be reduced. I think my friend, Mr. Duraiswamy Ai>angar 
drew attention to the fact tliat the rates had been raised because it was 
found necessary to increase the pay of the subordinates very considerably. 
Has that contingency disappeared? Did not my friend, Mr. Duraiswamy 
Aivangar, the other day, among others, press me to make further improve- 
ments in the pay of these subordinates? My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Prakasam, whb is one of those who are to-day supporting this demand for 
reduction in the rate for postcards, also pressed the other day that some- 
thing more should be done for these subordinates of the Post Office. I sub- 
mit, Sir, therefore, that the necessity for the enhanced rates of postage 
still exists. 

The other argument used is that the present rates are too high; they 
hit the poor man : they impede progress in the development of the country. 
I think my friend, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, referred to the dumb 
millions of India in this connection; and I think my friend Mr. Joshi re- 
plied to him, stating that he did not understand how these dumb millions 
were going to write postcards if there were no post offices in the neighbour- 
hood at which they could post these postcards. I wonder whether there is 
nobody in this House who seriously believes that under existing conditions 
of prices and wages, our present rates for postcards are too high. I doubt 
whether there is any country in the world which maintains an inland postrf 
service extending over such a wide tract of country, and of the standard of 
efficiency which we have in India, at cheaper rates than are charged in 
this country. 

Sir Harl Singh Oour: What is the postage in France? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Much higher, Sir. 

Sir Hari Singh Ctour; Much lower. 

The Honourable Slf .Bl^upendra Nath Mitra: No, Sir. Mn Honoutable 
Member: At the present rate of exchange?*') At the present, rate of 

-exchange,— “that is another matter. But at the rate for the gold franc It 
is higher. 
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Lala Lajpaft Bai: What is the average income 6! a* Frenohman Ss com^ 
pared with an Indian? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: It is not a question of tne 
average income, Sir. The point is how are we going to meet the expendi- 
ture ? Here comes in the argument suggested by my friend Mr. Joshi. If 
the average income of the poor man is very low, why should not the State 
intervene and provide all these poor people with free food and free clothing? 

Lala Lajpat Bai: A very good argument — because you cannot provide 
them with cheap food, therefore they shall not have cheap postage as well. 

The Eopourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: We are giving them postal 
facilities as much as it is possible to do so. 

.Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: You do not feel it desirable to put ifr as 
yoar own argument. You only quote it as Mr. Joshi s argument. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I have already given my 
argument. I am quoting Mr. Joshi as supporting my argument. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami lyeingar: Somebody must produce this income 
before the State can distribute it. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Then where is this income 
going to come from, before the State is going to provide this subsidy of 
a crore of rupees for the benefit of the so-called poor man who wants to 
write postcards? As I have already shown, it is not the poor man who 
will benefit but it is the business man who is going to benefit.* 

Now, Sir, I wish to pursue the poor-man argument a little further. It 
is true that from 1881 to 1921 that postcard was carried in India for one 
pee. But, have not prices increased enormously since those days? We 
know that in recent years the index number of the cost of living of the 
labouring classes in the Bombay Presidency has gone up from 100 in 1900 
to 181 in 1925. I think one of my Honourable friends argued that if the 
prices have gone up by only 50 per cent, the price of the postcards should 
not have been raised 100 per cent. As I say, the price of the postcard 
was fixed at the pre-war rate of one pice in 1881. If you compare fche 
rise in prices from 1881 to 1921 you will find that the rise is certainly not 
less than 100 per cent. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: What was the price level when you raised it 
from one pice to two pice? That is the material consideration. That iff 
the criterion. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: That is not the criterion. 
I will explain that to my Honourable friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta. As the 
price level went up from 1881, we did not increase the wages of the 
subordinate employees of the Post Office correspondingly and fits a resulii 
of not giving them that increase, it was possible for us to carry the post- 
card* at the rate of one pice up to 1921. Does it follow from that that the 
same condition of afffidrs should be allowed to continue? It is that Ifitg in 
the rise in wfiiges, as compared with the rise in prices, about which my 
Honourable friend Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, a great eoonenaio expert ''as he* 
is, has often talked on the floor of the House. 
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Lftia Lajpat Bai: Why does tha Honourable Member talk of the sub-^ 
ordinate employees? Why can*t he talk of the higher paid officers? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mltra: I have, little while ago, 
pointed out that there are only about 30 officers drawing pay of over 
Es. 800 out of a whole staff of over a lakh. I thought the Honourable 
Member had listened to what I said. It has often been said that this De- 
partment is top-heavy. 

Lala Lajpat Bai: All Departments are top-heavy. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: This Department is not 
top-heavy. I am concerned at the present moment only with the Indian 
Postal and Telegraph Department. 

Lala Lajpat Bai: We are concerned with the Government of India. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: I am not going to indulge 
in any political discussions at the present moment; I am concerned more 
with an economic question. Sir, but if prices have increased enormously 
since 1881, have not wages also gone up? We know that “ economical 
wages** of ordinary labour in rural areas in the Bombay Presidency have 
gone up from 100 in 1900 to 325 in 1925, and ‘*real wages** from 100 to 
180. As the wages of these poor men have gone up more largely than 
the prices in the same period, I do not see where the difficulty arises on 
their part nn paying two pice for a service for which they used to pay one^ 
pice bcdEore the nse in prices and wages. In regard to the other part of 
thO' argument that the present postal rates hamper progress in the develop- 
ment of tlid country, I think it will be clear from what I have said that the 
continuance of the present rates is the surest way of securing the develop- 
ment of postal facilities in rural areas, which is the most effective way of 
helping the poor man; and that any reduction in the present rates is sure 
to impede that development. 

To my mind, the only real reason behind this demand for a reduction 
in postal rates is one of sentiment. We know that a similar demand was 
made in England some time ago; and it had to be explained by the Post- 
master-General and the Chancellor of the Exchequer that a reversion to 
the pre-war rates was not an economical proposition. Quotations from the 
speeches of these authorities were placed before the House on previous 
occasions and Honourable Members will be able to find them in the official 
reports of the debates, I would implore Honourable Members not to 
allow considerations of sentiment to outweigh the more important consider-^ 
ations which I have placed before them, and I would ask them not to 
pursue this question of reduction of postal rates until they are satisfied 
that it is an economic proposition. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That in Schedtde I to the Bill in the proposed First Schedule to the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1898, for the entries under the head * Postcaf^s * the following* 
1 P. M. be substituted : 

* Single ... ... .., Quarter of an anna 

Beply ... ... ... Half an anna 



2628 


LEOISLATiVE ASSEMBLY. 


[ 23 rd Mar.. 1927. 


The Assembly divided. 

AYES— 53. 

Abdul Haye, Mr. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 

Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangaswami. 
Ayyangar, Mr. M. 8. Sesha. 

Bnargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 

Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukham. 

Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha 
Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 

Goswami, Mr. T. C. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

GIlab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabliai Nemchand. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 

Iyengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 
tTayakar. Mr. M. R. 

Jogiah. Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 

Kartar Singh, Sardar. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. 0. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad^ 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirday Nath. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. Dhirendra 
Kant a. 

NOES— 61.. 

Abdul Aziz, Khon Bahadur Mian. || 
Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada i! 
Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince | 

A. M. M. 

Allison, Mr. P. W. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, KEan Bahadur 
Nawahzada Snvid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. A. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Rao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Coatman. Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanfi. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. .T. M. 

Gavin-Jones, Mr T. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Raia. 

Ghulam Kadir Khan Dakhan, Mr. 

W. M. .P. 

Ghuznavi. Mr. A'. H 
Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. 

Graham, Mr. L. 

Greenfield, Mr. H. C. 

Haigh. Mr. P B. 

HezWl^, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. B. 

Hussain SEaE, Sawed. 

Tnnes. The Honourable Sir Charles. 

Tsmail Khan. Mr 
Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

The motion wnq nef?alivccl. 


Lajpat Rai, Lala. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Natique, Maulvi, A. H. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Mi. K. C. 

Prakasam, Mr. T, 

Purshotaindas Thakurdas, Sir. 
RaEimtulla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr C. S. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Roy, Mr. Bhabendra Chandra 
Roy, Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan. 
Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Shafee, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Singh. Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha. Kumar Ganganand. 

Tok Kyi, U. 

Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Risaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung. U. 

Lamb. Mr. W. S. 

Lindsav. Sir Darcy. 

Macphffil, TEo Rev. Dr. E. M. 

Mifra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Mohammad Tsmail ^^Khan, Haji 
Chaudhury. ^ ‘ 

Moore, Mr. Arthur.* 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad. Khan Bahadur. 
Paddison. Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rajan BakEsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
MakEdum Sved. 

Ban, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Rov, Mr. K. 0. 

Rov, Sir Ganen. 

Ruthnaswamlv. Mr. M. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

SEaK Nawaz, Mian Mohammad, 
Sinp^h, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Sinha, Mr. Ambika Prisad. 
Suhrawardy. Dr. A. 

Svkes, Mr. E. P 
Tonkinson. Mr. H. 

Willson. Sir Walter. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Young, Mr G. M.* 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, NaWaib Sir* 



'THE imrAN FINANCE BILL. 




Mr. President: Order, order. The question is: . 

** That Schedule I do stand part of the Bill.'* 

(At this stage an Honourable Menjber was •crossing the floor of the 
House.J 

Order, order. The Honourable gentleman should not move about when 
the Chair is putting a question. 

The question is : 

** That Schedule I do stand part of the Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

Schedule I was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

" That Schedule II do stand part of the Bill." 

Of the amendments to this Schedule, I propose to take the amendment 
standing in the name of Mr. Prakasam — amendment No. 46 on the paper- 
first. Mr. Prakasam. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Sir I move: 

" That in Part I of Schedule II to the Bill amendment No. (3) be omitted." 

(At this stage an Honourable Member passed between the Chair and 
the speaker, and was called to order.) 

Sir, No. (3j relates to carriages and cars. The reduction of the duty on 
cars and other articles from 80 per cent, to 20 per cent, is not justified. 
We have already a sufficient number of c^s and motor service in the 
coimtry. (Laughter.) {An Honourable Member: No.*') My Honour- 

able friend over there laughs. I would only request him not to forget hOw 
many taxi cars are running every day empty in the city of Calcutta without 
finding work and I would also invite those friends who take a different view 
at least to my province where they would find so many cars all over the 
villages wherever there ^are roads Even roads are not being maintained 
now, as they have become too many. So my submission is that we are 
not prospering very much, not rolling in wealth; it is not so much motor 
service that is wanted now for us immediately, but there are other services 
which are required. The duty that we get on this is not to be reduced. I 
move the amendment. Sir. 

Mr. Pazal Ibrahim Rahimutulla (Bombay Central Division: Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment moved by my friend 
Mr. Prakasam and I do so after having thought very carefully over the 
question and over the proposal made by Government. The reason why 
Government have come forward with this proposal is to give facilities to 
have better roads, and as the roads department is a provincial subject, the 
amount of the 10 per cent.^ reduction of duty will be employed by Pro-- 
vincial Governments for bettering roads; and therefore I say, Sir, it is ar 
matter of regret that my friend Mr. Prakasam should have thought it 
advisable to ask for the deletion of No. (3) of Schedule H. 
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XaElyi A. B. Ifatique ((^tral l^rovinoes : Muhammadan) : WilL the 
axQoant of this reduction go to^the provinces? 

Hr. Tazal Ibrahim Bahlm tulla: It is the Local Governments to 
ffftSme the tax, for development of roads, equivalent to that which Is now 
* Bought to be reduced. In this connection, Sir, I may be permitted to re- 
mind this House of the debate which took place in the Council of State at 
the instance of my friend the Honourable Mr. Mahmood Suhrawardy, 
and speaking on that debate Sir John Bell has made out a very strong case 
that it is absolutely neccasarv for Provincial Governments to utilise this 
money and to have better roads for the transport of motors. He says : 

“ Given good roads, there is an enormous field for the development of motor transport 
in India. In the United States of America there is one motor vehicle registered for 
every 7 persons in the country, in Great Britain there is one motor vehicle registered 
for every 76 persons in the country, and m India there is one motor vehicle registered 
for every 1,500 persons m the country.** 

I yrould suggest to my friend that instead of omitting the item ho should 
come forward for making it 10 per cent, instead of 20 per cent. In a para- 
graph from an editorial in the Times of India of Saturday, the 19th March, 
it IS clearly put forward that the public, both for business and other 
pleasures, are becoming increasingly dependent on motor transport, and aity 
improvement} in means of transport must redound to the advantage of 
India as a whole. The motor is no longer a luxury, it has become an every- 
day necessity, calling for the provision of adequate facilities for its present 
use and future development. 

Sir, this House will recognise that it is not possible for the railways to 
extend their lines if the line is not a paying proposition and it is on this 
account that roads are necessary in order to have better facilities for the 
agricultural classes. I will give a concrete instance, Sir, which I put forward 
before the Kailway Committee, namely, a project to have a railway from 
Manmad to Malegaon. The Bailway Department worked out the project 
and I was told it was not a paying proposition. It is a distance of 22 miles 
and there is a regular motor service. Therefore it is high time that we 
encouraged such services to provide facilities for the travelling public rather 
than keep this duty for the Government of India instead of allowing it to 
be utilised by the Provincial Governments. Anoj}her question which I 
may place before this House is that there is also a motor transport service 
from Manmad to Dhullia. If you want to go to Dhiillia bv rail it is very 
difficult because you have to go to two intermediate stations first. I hope 
my friend Mr. Prakasam will not press his point, but on the contrary will 
ask for a reduction. As I have pointed out, this is not a luxury and we 
want more facilities for transport, and I hope this House will not carry the 
amendment. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, 

I am glad that at last Government have been disarmed; thev will not 
put forward the argui^ant that it is only the interested rich man pre- 
tending the cause of the poor man just as it was perhaps argued in the 
case of the Currency Bill. No Mr. Eahimtulla has said in favour of 
the Government measure. And when during the budget discussion I was 
listening to the speech of my friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, he 
seemed to entertain the idea that when the people still have recourse 
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to their country catfcs it is not the time us to facilities for 
hringii^ in more motors. It has been said mqbom b^Ksome cheap it 
will give some handle to the Provincial Go^vemm^nts to put a heaj^ 
license on them and thereby put some money into their pockets, ''which 
they may make use of for improving the roads. Mow does that cheapen 
motors for the use of the masses, 1 do not understand. Then again 
as a theory it may be a very good thing. But I shouldv rather think, 
before giving Provincial Governments that handle, it is better to propose 
here that out of this 30 per cent., a portion should as a beginning for 
some years be given to the Provincial Governments for spending in im- 
proving and making roads, so that after the roads are put in order to 
some extent, we might think whether we should reduce these duties. 
Then again there is another point. As to motor lorries and omnibuses, 
they are already taxed at 15 per cent. These are the only things 
required, I believe, for the transport of agricultural produce and other 
things. Now we are going to reduce the duty on motor cars which are 
called in our country generally pleasure cars. In 1921 this was one 
of the items 'that w^ere selected for taxation, as Government wanted 
money badly and items of luxury were selected for new taxation, and 
this was evidently therefore selected as one of the items of luxury. 
Then again in 1921 it was 20 per cent, and in 1922 on that ground 
it Was made 30 per cent. Pive years ago these pleasure cars were an 
item of luxury. I do not understand what improvements in the condi- 
tion of the people justify their being regarded as articles of necessity 
to-day. Whether roads should come before motor cars or motor cars 
should come before roads is a curious question. There is, I know, in the 
atmosphere to-diay a certain theory of economics which says first increase 
your Wyants and then the supply will come of itself. Of course I am 
not one who has been yet able to persuade himself to support that 
theory. I have not been one of that schoo'l. 

When this duty was increased it was on the basis that India was 
importing these cheap cars from America, which was a fact. It was 
mainly fpr cheap oars that the reduction of duty should be meant, for 
my Bonourable friends on the other side will not object if 30 per cent, 
is put upon high-priced cars, and cheap cars were made only 20 per 
cent, in the Bill. Therefore these cheap cars are only meant primarily 
in this amendment and these cheap cars were imported by India in 
great numbers from America. The Piscal Commission clearly says there 
were certain requests from British manufacturers that they would be 
in a position to manufacture cheap cars and as a matter of British pre- 
ference the duty on those cars should be reduced; and the Fiscal Com- 
mission also recommend or suggest that this should be taken into con- 
sideration. Then there was another request from Canada to the same 
effect. Canada said, “We are giving certain facilities to Indian pro- 
ducts in our market, and it is natural that India should put la smaller 
preferential duty on motor cars, cheap motor cars that now come from 
the United States and which we shall be able to manufacture and supply 
to India." I do not know if it is at all an surticle of necessity — that 
is my first point. Nobody knows of any comrrftfti man in India whe 
considers a pleasure-car an article of necessity. I do not speak of 
omnibuses and motor lorries; they are excluded from this amendment. 
(The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: “Not omnibuses.") I imderstand 
they are excluded. Well I do not know any common man in India 
'Who considers a pleasure-car an article of necessit]l^r The time, if it 



£682 


X£:aiSLATIVE AdllMifBLr. 


[28rd MiUl/i927, 


I^Pandit Nilakantlia Das.] 

will ever come, has tfot' yet come. Then again I do not know whether 
lAiis reduction of the duty is not proposed as British, or Imperial Prefer- 
ence which has been dearly stated by the Fiscal Commission. On 
these two grounds particularly, I support the amendment moved by my 
Honourable friend Mr. Prakasam. 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes (Member for Commerce and 
Bailways) : Sir, I think that I can assure the Honourable Member at 
once on the last point he has raised, namely, that this is another 
example on the part of Government of trying to introduce what he calls 
Britisli preference. There is no question of British preference about it 
at lall. This proposal has been made by Government on the recom- 
mendation of the Taxation Enquiry Committee and the Honourable 
Member may know that the Taxation Enquiry Committee consisted of 
six gentlemen, four of whom were Indians. I see no reason on earth 
why these four gentlemen should go out of their way to propose what 
the^ Honourable Member calls British preference. Just let me explain 
very briefly to the House what is I think already familiar to most of 
them, — ^the position in regard to this motor taxation. In 1921 and again 
in 1922, when we were faced with very heavy deficits, we were compel- 
led to put on heavy taxation, practically on every article we imported. 
We pub on particularly heavy taxation on motor cars, not so much 
because we regarded the motor car as a luxuiy but because we took 
the view thait a person who could afford to have a car could afford to 
pay a heavier tax, — or at any rate that he could afford to pay it better 
than a great many other people. But we have long recognised that 
our duty on motor oars are much too heavy. They are not only subjec^^ed 
to this extremely heavy duty of 30 per cent. ; the Honourable Member* 
must remember that in addition they have to pay a petrol tax; that 
petrol tax only two years ago was six annas a gallon; it is now four 
annas a gallon. In addition the ‘motor car user hsis often to pay license 
fees to Local Governments; he very often has to pay municipal and 
other local taxes. We have long recognised, therefore, that our taxation 
on motor cars is too heavy, and indeed that ’it is operating as a tax on 
transport. Now, the Taxation Enquiry Committee, as the Honourable 
Member will find in paragraph 419 of their Eeport, use the following 
words : 

“ At the same time it must lie remembered that India is very inadequately supplied 
with railway facilities, and the introduction of motor transport services in many pro- 
vinces has brought the rural classes, into closer touch with the cities. Motor lorries 
are also displacing bullock carts where there are good roads. It is difficult to 
exaggerate the political and economic advantages of rapid means of transport in 
India, and the development of motor transport services shoifld, in the opinion of the 
Committee, be encouraged by the Government. If the two propositions are accepted, 
first, that an increase in motor transport would be for the benefit of the country, and 
second, that motor vehicles, specially those of the heavier types, are items in respect 
of which local authorities are entitled to take a fair share of the taxation, then it 
would appear that sooner or later a reduction of the import duties is desirable. 

We think that this is a favourable opportunity for making a beginning 
with the reduction of these import duties. We propose to reduce the 
duties on cars from 30 to 20 per cent, and the duty on tyres and tubes 
from 80 to 15 per cent. Now the reduction of duty on tyres and tubes 
will of 66)|prse assist those motor busses and motor lorries to which Mr.- 
Nilakanihii Das veferred. As regards the reduction of the duty on motor 
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<'^ar8 I should like to explain to the Honourable Member that, we find it 
absolutely impossible in practice to differentiate between what I mayj 
call the taxi land the ordinary motor car; consequently taxis are now 
assessed at 30 per cent. Further, these taxis, or at any rate the chassis 
of these cars, are now being imported into India in large quantities and 
they are being fitted locally with bodies in India and they are beu^ 
converted into small motor busses, which are running about, as tfie 
Honourable Member truly said, all over the country ; and that is pre- 
cisely the development which we in the Government are so anxious ' to 
encourage. Only recently I happened to go to my own district in Madras 
on the West Coast and there I found that cars sold in the district were 
being fitted locally with bodies and in almost every station at which the 
train stopped the train was met by a fleet of these small motor busses 
bringing passengers from the interior to the railway station and taking 
them off. Surely I think that my two Honourable friends from Madras 
will agree that tha.t is a development which Government should not in 
any way repress. That is the sole reason which actuated the Govern- 
ment in bringing forward this amendment. We think this is a favour- 
able opportunity to make this move. Our statistics of imports of motor 
cars show that in the last two or three years there has been a great 
impetus in the imports of motor cars. We want to stimulate 
that impetus; we want to stimulate these imports and we believe that 
if these proposals are accepted by the House the imports of motor cars 
and the use of motor transport in India will be so stimulated that we 
shall recover in a year or two whatever revenue we are sacrificing ait 
the moment, and in this budget year we estimate our loss at only 
Es. 10 lakhs. 

Now, let me give the House an example of successful action in that 
way. Two years ago the Government came forward with a proposal to 
reduce the petrol duty from six »annas to four annas. We were told at the 
time that we were taking risks and that we were sacrificing revenue which 
we could ill-afford to lose, and we then told the House that we were quite 
certain that in a very short time we should recover all the revenue lost 
merely by the increase of consumption. And this is what has happened. 
In 1924-25 when the duty was 6 annas a gallon, we made out of the excise 
duty on petrol 78 lakhs of rupees. In 1925-26 when we reduced the duty to 
4 annas a gallon, that is by 33 per cent., there was such an increase 
in consuuiption that we lost only 2 lakhs of rupees. The revenue col- 
lected was 76 lakhs, and in the first 11 months of the current year the 
revenue from petrol duty js 86 lakhs; that is to say, not only have we 
recovered what we lost, but we stand to gain 8 to 10 lakhs in addition. 
We are quite certain that that is what is going to happen if the House 
accepts this proposal. It may mean in the current year a loss of 
10 lakhs. But believe me we will get the amount manifold in 
future years because we shall have done something to stimulate the 
use of our motor transport all over the country and thereby we shall 
have improved the communications and transport facilities of the country. 
Bir, I oppose the motion. ^ 

Mr* President: The question is: 

^ That in Part I of Schedule II to the Bill, amendment No. (3) be omitted.** 

The motion was negatived. 

• The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Oiock. 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch 'at Half Past Two of the 
Clodk, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. ' President : The question is: 

“ That Schedule II do stand part of the Bill.” 

There are several amendments on Part II to this Schedule. Of these, 
I propose to take up amendment No. 57 and amendment No. 61, the 
one standing in the name of Mr. liangaswami Iyengar and the other 
standing in the name of Mr. Mukhtar Singh, each dealing with one 
distinct and specific issue. Mr. Bangaswami’s amendment deals with^ 
the hide duty and Mr. Mukhtar Singh’s deals with the tea duty. These 
two amendments will practically cover all other amendments to Part II^ 
I therefore call upon Mr. Eongaswami Iyengar to move his amendment^ 

Mr A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Sir, I beg to move : 

“ l^hat in Part II of Schedule II to the Bill amendment No. I be omitted.” 

This, Sir, is a motion to retain the export duty of 5 per cent, on hides 
and nofc repeal it. Sir, I had occasion to refer to this matter during the 
course of the General Budget debate and I need not again emphasise the 
fact that the hides and skins industry in my province is one which 
requires the special consideration of the Honourable the Finance Member 
and, may I add, Sir, the special help and protection of my Honourable 
friend, Sir Charles Innes, who knows the position in Madras. I do not 
want, Sir, to go back to the history of this matter. Honourable Members 
are aware that, so far as the hides and skins industry is concerned, 
that industry is mainly concentrated in the Madras Presidency, and to 
a large extent also in Northern India and Bombay. The great majority 
of the output of the tanners where hides .are half-tanned are exported 
to the other countries. Some of it is being used for purposes of 
manufacture in this country, but the bulk of it is exported. The ex- 
ploitation of unianned hides in this country has long been a matter upon 
which the Government as well as the public were deeply concerned and, 
during tlie period of the War, the Government very properly considered 
the leather industry in this country and the manufacture of tanned hides 
and skins as a key industry, as Sir Charles Innes once described it in 
a debate in this House, and concluded that that industry legitimately 
required protection at- the bauds of the Assembly. Those were days, Sir, 
when a policy of protection was to some extent treated as a matter of 
heresy and yet it was merely as a post-war iru^asure that the Govern- 
ment intervened at that time to impose the duty of 15 per cent, in 1919 
with a rebate of 10 per cent, for the hides tanned within the British 
Empire. The Honourable Sir Charles Innes pointed out that the object 
of imposing it at that time was to retain this key industry within the 
Empire. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: May I mention that I was not 
in the Government of India at the time. 

An Honourable Member: Sir George Barnes. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: I am saving, Sir, that Sir Charles- 
Innes described it in 1923 as an effort to keep this key industry in this 
country made by Sir George Barnes in 1919. 
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Sir, in March 1923, this duty was reduced to 5 per cent, in spite of 
the protests of the people who were vitally affected by it, nainelyt the 
skin and hide merchants in Madras and in other parts of the country. 
I do not know. Sir, why the Finance Member should have now thought 
fft to pretend to give this so-called relief to the tax-payer of a few laShs 
of rupees in respect of an industry which very sorely needs protection 
and help and which stands to be ruined in my province if this proposal 
of the Government is carried. Sir, this matter of the removal of the 
export duty on hides is a matter on which the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce in Calcutta have all along been vitally interested. Their 
repeated agitation in this matter has had the effect of reducing the 
original duty to 5 per cent, and now again we find the Government 
yielding to the clamour of the vested interests represented by the Asso- 
ciated Chambers of Commerce and not of the interests of the vast mass 
of Indian merchants and Indian shippers in Madras. Sir, this is not 
the first instance in which any proposal that the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce think fit to put forward is immediately accepted by the 
JBJonourable the Finance Member and put into Bills which, when they 
are sent out to the Select Committee and examined, are found to be 
full of flaws with the result that motions for Select Committees have 
had to be withdrawn. I say, Sir, that this attitude on the part of 
the Finance Member, namely, that the last word upon these matters 
lies with the Associated Chambers of Commerce or with the representa- 
tions which they may make to him when they meet him from time to 
time on his tours, has proved extremely detrimental to the interests of 
Indian industries as well as the general economic interests of India. The 
proposal to repeal the export duty on hides is justified on the ground 
that the Fiscal Commission recommended the abolition of the duty and* 
the Taxation Enquiry Committee also have done so. Sir, so far as this 
is concerned, the position taken by the Taxation Enquiry Committee as 
well, as 'by the Fiscal Commission is that this industry requires protec- 
tion, but there is an objection in principle to the levy of an export duty 
because generally its incidence is’ less certain than that of an import 
duty. I submit, Sir. that the question whether an import duty <iOuld 
be levied of a protective character on this industry in this country or 
not is a question which I do not want to discuss now. But I may point 
out that so far as this industry is concerned, an import duty cannot 
satisfy the requirements of the case. It is obvious. Sir, that in respect 
of an industry the bulk of whose goods have to be exported, an import 
duty cannot be levied on manufactured leather goods imported into this 
country for the reason that in this country the manufacture of leather 
goods has not been on such a scale that it can be adequately protected 
by an import duty so as to prevent the importation of manufactured 
leather goods. The only mcians, Sir, by v/hich the tanning and skin 
industry in this country can be protected is to encourage the industry 
such as it is to exist and to carry on its trade as it is. The real point 
is this. The principle that an export duty should not be levied cannot 
be applied to an industry of this kind. The import of finished leather 
coming into this country being very little as compared with the export 
of hides from this country, the country should be made to consume 
hides tanned in India by making exported leather dearer by the export 
duty. Sir, I suggest that that is the only way in which protection can 
be given to this industry lat this stage. It is not necessary for me, 
and I think it will be admitted on the other side, to state that this 
tanning industry in this country is in an extremely depressed state. 

D 2. 
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TFhe depression wag due to the after-effeots of the War, and it has not 
yet recovered from the depression. An argument has been used Tn the 
course of the controver^ that the duty has failed to resuscitate or 
revive this industry. T?hat argument was answered in 1928 in this 
House by pointing out that the real reason for the depression in that 
industry was the general trade depression which existed at that time, 
and the main cause being the general trade depression the fact that the 
duty did not operate as effectively as it mjght have under other circum- 
stances has been completely ignored. What I want to state now is that 
the trade just now shows signs of revival. In Madras the tanning 
industry is just rebuilding its shattered fortunes, and I say it is most 
unwise at this time to go /and nip in the bud this industry again and 
ask all these 500 and odd tanners in my province to shut up, to scrap 
their plant, machinery and all and then when trade gets into a better 
state in respect of raw hides, ask them to begin again and to start 
panufactme of tanning hides. If there is one certain means of destroy- 
ing this industry in my province it is this repeal of the export duty. 

I do not want to say that there may not be foimd other ways of pr^ 
tecting this industry to make it thrive. If that is so, I submit it As 
the duty of Government to refer this matter to the Tariff Board and ask 
them to make proper proposals for the protection of this industry. But 
it is not right for them without examining the matter to straightaway 
ask that this export duty should be taken away at once land then to 
leave this trade at the mercy of the market in which it is bound to go 
to rack and ruin. I also state that the real position as regards thei 
tanning industry in my province has been grossly misunderstood. One 
argument that has been urged in this connection is that all the inferior 
hides that would otherwise find an outlet for export have been discouraged 
from being exported by the existence of this duty and therefore there 
is much loss of wealth in the destruction of these inferior hides. I 
submit that that is not so. Whatever might have been the case at the 
time when the 15 per cent, duty existed, that case does not exist now 
where there is only 5 per cent. duty. And it has also to be recollected 
that these inferior hides as a matter of fact find a market in this countiy; 
rather than in outside countries, and therefore the contention that these 
inferior hides are put out of the market cannot be advanced at 
the present time when the duty is only 5 per cent. There is another 
aspect of this matter which has been communicated to me by Sir Gordon 
Eraser, and that is this: 

“ The hides industry in Southern India has been in a bad way for the past few 
years, and it would be a great pity to withdraw the duty just as there are prospects 
of improving the industry by the introduction of tanning with the aid of wattle bark. 
Up to recently all tanning, was done by Avaram bark but the cost of this is too heavy 
to allow the Madras tamers to compete with the Continental manufacturers who buy 
the raw hides in Calcutta. With the aid of wattle bark it is hoped to cheapen the 
production in India and so be in a better position to compete. Unfortunately at present 
there are 'very small supplies of wattle bark available in the country, the bulk of 
which has to be imported from South Africa. Government at present charge an 
import duty of 15 per cent, and this is a serious handicap. Now Sir Basil Blackett 
proposes to withdraw the export duty on the raw hides but leaves on the import duty 
on a raw material like wattle bark. I therefore should strongly suggest that he should 
withdraw the import duty on wattle bark and regain the export duty on raw hides.” 

Sir, then there is only one other point which I desire to make in 
this connection:. It is well known that prior to the War the bulk of the 
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export of raw hides was done through the manipulations of a Oeno^ 
ring. After the War that rin^ ceased to exist and there was depression 
all over the Continent. We nave reason to believe that this ring has 
been again formed and I want to put it to the House to examine what 
will be the effect upon the great tanning industry in this country if 
this ring is fully resuscitated and is made to buy up all the raw products 
leaving the tanning industry in this country in a most precarious posi- 
tion. This ring would not take our hides in the semi-tanned state in 
which they are to be exported, because they want to take only the raw 
hides there, tan them themselves, make them into manufactured articles 
and send them back. We want on the other hand that our tanning 
inaustry should go on from the stage of semi-tanned exports to that 
in which we may find that the bulk of the leather that is available in 
this country is made into manufactured goods. If we want to do that, 
are we going to allow this ring to operate again and allow their efforts 
to take away all the raw. hides from this country in lan unmanufactured 
state to succeed, to the detriment of a great and valuable industry? 
So far as my own province is concerned, this is one of the chief industries 
that have existed there for a long time and it is an industry in which 
my Muhammadan countrymen particularly, as also Hindus, are very, 
much interested. I do not want that anything that we do in this House 
should stand in the way of the very small industrial beginnings that 
we have been making and carrying on for a number of years from having 
a fair chance. The Industries Department has been in existence for 
a number of years. I do not know if this Department has been of much 
help to the tanning industry. Whatever that may be Government have 
now accepted the principle of protection of the industries of this country. 
The Government have admitted that this is a key industry, one of the 
key industries of this country. This was proved during the War when 
the Government took over the control of the leather manufactured in 
this country and placed the whole of the manufacturers and tanners in 
this country under the control of the military authorities. Knowing at 
we do that this is a key industry, it is up to the Government not to yield 
to any representation that may be made by particular shippers of raw 
hides at Calcutta or elsewhere and to see that the industry is protected 
by every means in their power. Whether they will find any better 
means of protecting the industry or not is a question which they are 
bound to examine but in the meantime do not take away the very small 
benefit that you are now giving to that industry, because, if you do, the 
ruin of that industry is certain. I appeal to the Finance Member that 
this is only a question of a fe^ lakhs. It is not going to make much 
difference, as he told me yesterday, in the estimates if this duty is 
retained this year or till next year. Let him bring proposals next year 
if he is able to think of a proper substitute for it, but if he cannot^ 
let him not take away the help that exists now. 

Sir Puridiotamdaa Thakurdaa: He is always glad of more money. 

Mr. A. BangaswamI Iyengar: Therefore it seems to me strange that 
the Honourable the Finance Member should now come and affect to 
relieve the tax-payer of a few lakhs; but when we know that this pro- 
posal has at the back of it the Associated Chambers of Comlnerce, 1 
say, Sir, we know that the Indian industries are not the industries ibal 
are at the back of it. 1 appeal to the Finanoe Member not to insM 
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upon putting this amendment to the Finance Bill; after all, it is not 
really important for a Finance Bill nor is it relevant to its objects. I 
therefore move my amendment. 

Pandit Dwarka Prasad Misra (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: 
Non -Muhammadan) : Sir, I rise to support the amendment moved by my 
Honourable friend Mr. A. Eangaswami Iyengar to the amendment No. 1 
in Part II of Schedule II of the Indian Finance Bill. The Government 
of India have always encouragexi us in producing raw materials and in 
exporting it to other countries; they have never helped us in the indus- 
trialization of the country, and, Sir, in this respect the tanning industry 
is by no means an exception. Sir, it ought to bo a matter of common 
knowledge that India produces the best raw hides in the world, and for a 
long time they have merely been exported to the United States of America, 
to Germany and to other continental countries. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Did the Honourable Member say 
that India produces the best raw hides in the world? 

Pandit Dwarka Prasad Misra: Yes, but I will come to that soon. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: I only want to know what he said. 

Pandit Dwarka Prasad Misra: I want the Honourable the Commerce 
Me) u her to have a little patience. These foreigners, Sir, never cared for our 
tanned leather and w^enj interested only in liaving our raw material. The 
United States of America, Germany, France and Italy imposed heavy tariJff 
duties to exclude our tanned material from their markets and so our tanned 
leather could not be exported. What came to our help was not human sym- 
pathy but the Great War. During the War, owing to military requirements 
a number of tanning factories came into existence in this country. When 
the. War was over, our Government was pleased to show some kindness. 
Eealizing that, if no encouragement was given, the new industry might 
dwindle -and disappear, they imposed 15 per cent, export duty on raw 
hides as a protective measure. Those who were interested only in the 
export trade raised a tremendous clamour, and the whole question was 
hotly debated in the year 1921 in the Legislative Assembly; but, Sir, 
because the Government of India were faced with a heavy deficit in that 
year, they did not agree either to reduce or to abolish the export duty. 
But, in the year 1923 they could not resist the constant pressure and they 
reduced it. to 5. per cent. Now, Sir, after only three years we have come to 
the stage of abolition. Unfortunately for us, Sir, in the year 1921-22 there 
was a great depression in our exports ; but this had nothing to do with this 
export duty. Trade conditions were abnormal owing to the world's slump 
in hides. Further the depression was due to the fact that Germany, 
which was one of our best importers of raw hides {The Honourable Sir 
Charles Innes: “Question.") failed to purchase owing to her economie 
collapse just after the War. {The Honourable Sir Charles Innes : “Ques- 
tion. ") 

Then, Sir, came the Fiscal Commission and it reported that the export 
duty should be abolished. The Taxation Enquiry Committee has also 
lakeri this view and the Honourable the Finance Member has referred to 
fl hie support. But T want toi state that Dr. Paranjpye and Sardar 
Jo^drsi Singh, the only two persesis in the Committee in the Houie 
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can repose full confidence, have differed from the other Members. (Hear, 
hear.) Says the Eeport: 

“ Dr. Paranjpye and the Honourable Sardar Jogindra Singh consider that the 
experience of the last few years cannot be regarded as conclusive on account of the 
abnormal conditions due to the War and its after-effects. They consider that a 
vigorous effort should be made to encourage the Indian tanning industry, and that the 
export duty should not be given up.*' 

Now, Sir, I submit that these two members have taken thi correct 
view* and the development of this industry is quite possible. My grounds 
are these. We produce, as I have just said, the finest raw material. As 
my Honourable friend Bir Charles Innes has questioned that statement, I 
am going to read for his benefit from what Sir Logie Watson, a tanning 
authority of Cawnporc, said in 1021 on this subject. He is reported to 
have said ; 

“ I do not know of any country. Sir, producing buffaloes in the numbers in which 
they are produced in India. We find a few stray ones in Egypt and occasionally 
around Constantinople and Smyrna. But I have never seen them in numbers in any 
other part of the world, and I say therefore that India has a monopoly of buffaloes 
and as a monopoly we ought to protect it to our advantage. I am not aware, Sir, that 
any other country in the world produces cow hides of the qualities and kinds that India 
produces. But I am subject to correction. Sir, I am intimately acquainted with 
China hides. China does not produce the same class of cow hides as India does.” 

I believe this conclusively answers the Commerce Member’s interruption. 
Besides having fine raw material we have got certain other advantages. 
Acacia pods and bark, Indian sumach; the tanner’s cassia, mangroves, and 
myrabclans arc the materials which are required for tanning, and I sub* 
mit. Sir, that those are also available in India. The only thing that stood 
in the way of our tanning industiw in the past was a lack of expert 
knowledge on the part of our tai'riera and good management. Given these 
two things, I am of opinion that the tanning industry of India can be 
developed to an enormous extent. 

rt has been said that* on account of the export duty the export trade 
in raw hides has suffered. 1 want to point out that this is not so. In 
1920 we exported 70,000 tons of raw hides. This was a year of boom for 
raw hides and therefore an abnonual year. 1920-21 on the other hand 
was worst year for the trade ; we exported only 24,000 tons of raw hides. 
But in 1921-22, the figure went up to 40,500. In 1922-23 it just came 
down a little to 45,700 tons. In 1923-24 it went up to 48,900, in 1924-2{f 
it was 47,700 tons. 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes; May I just remind the Honourable 
Member that he is quoting the figures for hides and skins, and not hides? 
We are only concerned with hides. 

Pandit Bwarka Prasad Misra: Separate figures are not available and, 
therefore, I have to mix them up. 

Now, another pqint is whether our tanning industry is actually develop- 
ing or not. This can be known from the annual exports of tanned hides 
from this country to foreign countries. In 1919-20 we exported 28,000 tons 
of tanned leather. As I have said, this was an abnormal year. In 1920- 
21 when there was depression, it caine down to 6,000 tons. In 1921-22, 
it went up to l0,300 tons ; in 1922-28 to 14,600 tons and in 1028-24 to 
18,000 tons. From this it is clear that the industry is developing and' that 
in ihe future there is a great prospect for this industry. Now, Sir,* for ttiO 
ysfer 1924-35* I haVe not got' the figures is fdr as ea^rt d tatinctf 
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leather is concerned, but the Government publication "'India in 1923-24’' 
says : 

There was a welcome revival in the trade of tanned hides and skins, the total 
quantity exported increasing from 10,300 tons to 14,600 tons; and the value rising from 
Bs. 392 lakhs to Bs. 506 lakhs. The United Kingdom took the bulk of the exports.*' 

Then, Sir, the report entitled '"India in 1924-25” goes further: 

The trade in tanned hides and skins showed a continuation of last year's revival. 
The total quantity exported W’as more than 18,000 tons valued at 5 ‘90 crores. 
Among individual tanned hides, cow hides showed the largest increase; rising from 
8,530 tons valued at Bs. 1-99 crores to 11,466 tons valued at Bs. 2*77 crores. As in 
previous years, the United Kingdom was the principal market, taking 93 per cent, 
of the tanned hides and 65 per cent, of the tanned skins." 

It is quite clear from this that, given an opportunity, this industry can 
be developed to a considerable extent, but as I have said in the very be- 
ginning, Governnient arc more anxious to exploit our raw material than 
to encourage an industry in this country. With these remarks. Sir, I 
support the amendment moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Iyengar. 

Sir Walter Willson (Associated Chambers of Commerce: Nominated 
g p ^ Non-Official) : Sir, my Honourable friend from Tanjore cum 
. Trichinopoly made, I think, some rather unnecessary remarks 
about the Chambers of Commerce. I think if he has a good case to argue 
on its merits, he might argue it on its merits. I think that was the only 
blemish in an otherwise quite fair speech, from his point of view. This 
from my point of view is not a matter of Chambers of Commerce veraui 
anybody else; quite frankly there are conflicting interests and within the 
Chambers of Commerce that I represent opinions are divided. But the 
majority are in favour of the withdrawal of the export duty on hides. We 
are not discussing skins to-day at all. Sir, I mentioned the other day which 
were in favour of withdrawal and which were not. I might perhaps have 
added that the Bombay Chamber, as a Chamber^ was neutral and did not 
vote either way. The majority are in favour of the withdrawal of this 
duty in the interests, as they see it, of the trade of the country. The objeci 
of this duty, as was explained by the Finance Member in the Imperial 
Council in 1919, was to protect Indian tanneries which were started during 
the War. Now there is a point to be emphasized there, that it was to 
protect the tanneries started during the War. The tanneries started before 
the War have on the whole Been very successful in India and need no 
further protection. If it could be shown that the tannery industry as a 
whole needed protection to-day I should say, as I did originally on the 
Steel Bill, that the proper way to protect it would be by a system of boun- 
ties ; but the protection does not appear to be needed for the reasons I have 
stated. The new tanneries have certainly Bad a very uphill Battle, but the 
evidence I have is that the protection which has been given by this export 
duty has not been successful in its object and has, on the other hand, 
hampered an export trside. Now interests differ so much on this question. 
There are certain ports that have an export trade where there are no tan- 
neries. If you take Bombay, Bombay has a considerable export trade in 
hides, but it also has its tanneries. Cawnpore Has its tanneries, but it 
has no eis^ort trade at all as a port, so that obviously interests differ. 
!As I see it, the object was to encourage the tanning of hides within the 
country, but what has happened? I do not want to quote a lot of 
figures because my Honourable friend Mr. Misra quoted some, and after 
All they are rather dull to listen to, but the point from the statistics Is thls^. 
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thaty before the War we used to export on an average something like nine 
to ten thousand tons of hideSi tanned or dressed, to a value of between 16(1 
and 180 lakhs. Now if we turn to the figures of the post-war years we find 
that between 1921 and 1922 exports had fallen to about 6, (XX) tons, which, 
was the figure mentioned by my friend Mr. Misra, of a value of 146 lakhs. 
In 1022 they reached the same level in bulk as before the War, namely, 
1U,000 tons,* and, owing to the high prices of skins the value had gone up 
to 231 lakhs. Now if we take the figures — I will not go into details — 
for 1925-26, we find that the exports for that year were 12,(X)0 tons, an 
imrease in 12 years of only 20 per cent. Therefore, our export trade, 
showing a figure like that, can hardly claim that an export duty has been 
very successful! On the other hand, our imports of hides — here we are 
dealing with much smaller figures — have gone up. Our imports of dressed 
leather and so on have gone up. If the import is increasing in this way then 
that might be regarded as an argument for some form of protection, but 
even if it were it would not affect the argument for the export duty. Now 
surely it is an economic proposition with which we can start that an ex- 
port duty falls upon the producer. Who is the producer of hides? The 
producer of hides is the agriculturist and in a place like Burma, where there 
is no tanning industry, when cattle die — ^if you have an export duty — it 
merely means that the man whose cattle died gets less value for the hides. 
The Taxation Enquiry Committee and the Fiscal Commission have both 
been very definite that this is a tax which ought to be removed. I do not 
think my Honourable friend Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar has made any case 
at all for keeping it on except in certain districts. Well, as I pointed out, 
the tanning factories are very few in India and they are in very few places, 
but your export duty if you keep it on applies to every port in the country. 
Now is it right that every place in the country should suffer for these few 
factories that are in existence in special places, and if a duty is necessary 
to protect them then an export duty is not the way to do it. You must 
admit that if you have an export duty, and supposing it is to protect youi 
factories to some extent, it is also going to affect your consumer of hides in 
the country. You have further to consider this point, that India only^ uses 
the best of India’s own hides. The Indian tanner cannot use the really 
poor hides and those are the hides that are exported to a very large extent. 
As I pointed out, we are only exporting to-day .about half the hides that 
we exported before the War. Do we want to lose that, or do we want 
to encourage it? And if the duty is proved to be, as it is claimed in so 
many places to be, an adverse factor, then why not abolish it? My Honour- 
able friend Mr. Lamb from Burma is anxious to give you a few facts and 
figures appertaining to Burma, so I will not trench upon his ground, but 
the point I found is this, that the agriculturist now is unable to sell a 
great many of these hides upcountry. The hide trade apparently is bad 
and it has not paid; the hide prices have not been able to cover the cost 
of expensive railway freights down to the ports for export. Do not forget 
that the best hides are used in Irfdia and it is the other stuff, that India has 
not been able to make a success o! in tanning, that goes out. These hides 
go out very largely in a half-dressed or half-tanned condition where they 
can be treated in foreign countries but not here. The world demand for 
hides also is not what it was and therefore you cannot afford to be quite 
so independent as you could. There has been a considerable falling off in 
tihe actual consumption of leather. The same number of boots are not 
worn as used to be worn; people wear shoes where formerly they wore 
bocts; I think, so far as I have applied my mind to it, the case for tlie 
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withdrawal of the export duty is a very good one. It was put on, as I 
told you, for the purpose of encouraging the factories which started during 
the War. If, as my friend from Tanjore says, they are having a bad time 
of it, (Mr, A, Rangaswami Iyengar: “Ail of them.’’) that proves my point 
that it has failed in its object and therefore on the economic ground that 
it ip a bad tax and falls upon the producer, I support the Finance Bill and 
oppose the amendment moved by my Honourable friend. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot : Non-Muhammadan Kural) : Sir, I rise lo support the amendment 
moved by my Honourable friend from Madras. Sir Gordon Fraser, who 
knows something about the tanning industry in Madras and who for seme 
time was a Member of tliis House, has sent telegrams to some of the 
Madras representatives on this proposal of the Honourable the Finance 
Member to abolish the duty on hides. — and in the message that he has 
sent he concludes as follows : 


Cannot approach Sir Walter Willson as the Calcutta Chamber favours withdrawal 
of the duty on hides.” 

Finding that it will be of no use to approach Sir Walter Willson on this 
question, he has made a frantic appeal to the Madras representatives to 
do something to protect this very important industry in Madras. I am 
not prepared to argue that the export duty on hides can be justified purely 
on fiscal or economic grounds. To my mind there are very cogent argu- 
ments that might bo advanced against an export duty imposed upon an 

article which is not a monopoly commodity. In such a case the burden 
of the duty would generally fail on the producer of the article itself. But 
the question of the duty on hides should not be viewed purely from that 
stand-point at present. In 1919 Government imposed an export duty of 
15 per cent, on raw^ hides; and this measure was deliberately adopted as 
a measure to protect the Indian tanning industry. In 1923 the duty was 
reduced to 5 per cent, and I submit the step that the 

<lcvernment took in 1923 was not justified in so far as they 

had not satisfied themselves that the time had come when the industry 
did not need protection any longer. Even" now the Honourable the Finance 
Member, who has made this proposal to withdraw the export duty, has 
not told us whether in his opinion the tanning industry of India does 
not require protection any longer. Sir, the question of the export duty on 
hides is mixed up with the question of protecting the tanning industry in 
India. If we are convinced that the tanning industry does not require 

S rotection at all, certainly we would be justified in abolishing the export 
uty. But that is a matter on which the Finance Member has not ex- 
pressed any opinion; and it is a matter ppon which I am not competent 
lio express a final opinion. What I submit is that before any steps are 
taken to withdraw the export duty the whole matter, whether the tanning 
industry does require protection, must be examined. I understand that 
the tanning industry has alrec^y applied to the Government to have this 
question referred to the Tariff Board; and my submission to-day is that, 
until the question is examined by the Tariff Board, and until some definite 
conclusions are arrived at whether the industry does require protection or 
not, it would be unwise to. withdraw the export duty on hides. If the 
-duty is to be withdrawn, it is up to the Finance Member to prove that the 
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inJuBtry does not require protection or to place before the House other 
proposals to protect the tanning industry. I would, therefore, submit to 
him, Sir, that the export duty ought to be retained until the whole question 
' is examined by the • Tariff Board and definite codclusions are arrived at 
whether the tanning industry in India requires protection or not. 

Mr. W. S. Lamb (Surma: European): Sir, 1 rise to give my whole- 
hearted support to the proposal of Government. Figuratively speaking, 
Burma, for whom I speak, will require a much thicker and tougher hide 
than that of a rhinoceros if it wore to be protected from such measures as 
this duty which wo are now discussing. When I spoke on the general dis- 
cussion of the Budget, I said that the firms in Burma who are engaged 
in the hide trade were more or less irretrievably ruined. That, Sir, is a 
plain statement of fact. The tw'o firms who aro now dealing in the hide 
business have been losing steadily f(>r several years. Tlu'y have really held 
on in the hope that this duty would bo removed and they would be given 
an opportunity for recouping their losses. The other day the senior of 
the bigger of the two firms wrote to me thus : 

“ I mfiy assure you that with full knowledge of the continued harm the tax will 
do not only to ourselves but to Burma, I will have to hand over the whole of my 
concern to the bunk, and that means the loss of a power which commercially and 
politically has helped Burma and Burmans a great deal during the last 40 years.*’ 

It has been represented that in the world trade depression, hides, like other 
things, have sufiered, and wc aro told that, especially in India hides are 
no longer required for soldiers’ boots and other goods. In some degree, 
no doul)t, those factors are responsible for Burma losses. But there 
is not the slightest doubt that iu tlie case of Burma this 5 per cent, duty 
is tlio millstone that by itself, on the authority of the Finance Member, 
poisons relations. The hide business in Burma has never been a verj 
piotitable one; ovt^n on a Considerable turnover, the profit is verv small. 
As is well known, the hides in Burma are distinctly inferior to those ex- 
ported from India. Ah no time and in no country can Burma command 
anything like as good a price as the Indian hides, and, as my friend Sir 
Walter Willson pointed out, inferiorily does not commend itself to the 
Madras tanners. In this connection, in speaking of the inferiority of the 
Burma hides, T would draw attention to what the Fiscal Commission have 
said : 

“ There cun be no doubt that the duty has, as we should have expected, injured 
the producer and served to’ aggravate the depression.’ We' have received evidence that 
the duty has been particularly injurious to the trade in low-quality hides (which as a ' 
matter of fact the Indian tanners do not require). The Indian tanners wish to retain 
for themselves the high-class hide for which, even with the export duty, there is some 
demand abroad. But in order to obtain this advantage, the trade in low-quality hides, 
which depends almost entirely on their support, has been seriously injured.” 

So much for the duty, Sir. Burma suffers in a peculiar manner, more 
or less entirely its own. Writing in June of last year, the firm which has 
the largest trade in hides in Burma wrote to this effect: 

” We are not novices in the business and it is no pleasure for us to write like this 
but we mimbly submit that on the top of other taxes to pay 6 per cent, on a fiotitiotss 
turnover is a burden no business should be called upon to bear or certainly not a 
business such as hides alone. We say fictitious as the Gk>vernment of India tnakes 
the value of our hides, not us or our buyers, and as an indication of its correctness 
we will take existing values as imposed by them on two articles, namely, dry 6ovr 
bides and goat skin. (I am not dealing with the second.) Other hides suffered 
about the same ratio as dry cow hides. The Government valuation, 6 as. 6 pies 
per pound, paid irrespective of quality for the purposes of averaging as above. We 
liave taken our average and on the last cabled advice the value is about 6 pence per lb ” 
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That is 6d. per lb. sold in Italy or Europe, after cost, insurance, freight 
and everything else had been paid, so that actually the incidence of this dutyj 
is not 5 per cent, but somewhere nearly 10 per cent, on the actual value. 
»Well, that is one severe handicap. There is another one which entitles, 
and has always entitled, Burma to a special measqie of sympathy. That is 
due to the fact that, whereas it is possible to ship from Bengal and other 
Indian ports to Europe, to Italy where these particular hides are taken, 
for 46 shillings per ton of 60 cubic feet, from Eangoon or other Burma ports 
to Italy transhipping is necessary at Port Said, and the freight rate, in- 
stead of being 45 shillings, is 135 shillings per ton weight. Welh making 
a comparison, if you presume 75 cubic feet to a ton of hides, you will find 
that Burma freight rates are actually twice what they are from India. 
So that, even if in the first place Burma had been left out when this duty 
was put on, it would have hurt nobody because it would not have paid an 
exporJer to send his goods down io Eangoon for shipment to those points. 

1 spoke, Sir, of existing firms : actually now there are only two. But 
when conditions were more favourable than they are now, two other firms 
of very high standing with lots of money behind them actually took up this 
tannery business, w^ent to a great deal of expense, made a great number 
of experiments, installed very expensive and valuable plant. They did not 
last more than a year or two. And it is more or less — at least I am advised 
that for one reason or another, unavoidable reasons, so I am told — it is 
impossible to undertake tanning in Burma. Consequently we are entirely 
dependent on export. I should like to give Honourable Members some 
figures. In the three years before the War Burma shipped to Europe, 
mainly to Italy, the following quantities : 

Tons;» 

1910- 11 . . ' 6,000 

1911 - 12 6,000 

1912- 23 . 7,000 

— a total in three years of 19,000 tons. 

Coming to the last) three years, the figures for export are : 

1923- 24 (i 2,000 

1924- 26 ' . . 3,000 

1926-26 4,000 

and in the ten months of 1926-27, 2,600 tons only. Madras takes skin — we 
are not discussing this — and hides. They take only salted cow hides 
amounting in the last two years to some 900 tons per annum so that the 
Madras tanneries cannot be said to be doing Burma any good. Now, Sir,, 
in conclusion I should like to quote from a letter from the firm to which 
I have referred : 

For some years now we have been workinfiC with reduced staff and cut down 
salaries and wages to an irreducible minimum. We find that since the incidence of 
under this heading no less a sum than Rs. 6,39,745 and since 
1920 we havfe made a net loss of no less than Rs. 8,21,163, or in other #>rdB, we 
have exhausted our capital, liquid and otherwise, in trying to compete with the above 
dreadful handicap. It is no longer a question of bad trade. The trade will not buy 
Burma hides at prices which will permit us to pay the above, taxes, freight and 
other expenses and leave sufficient to make it worth while for the ordinary lungleman 
or surlier to flay the dead cattle. Salaries, Directors’ remuneration, wages, oooiy 
hire, etc., for the whole of come to less than we paid in export duty alone*. 

If this tax cannot be abolished then we must inevitably close down." ^ 
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Th^s is from the firm which has been established in Burma Jor some 60 
jeors. They have no other interest than that of hides. They do some- 
thing like 80 or 90 per cent, of the hide business in Burma and the case 
I have given may properly and legitimately be taken as representing 
Burma’s case. I strongly support the Government proposals. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Sir, 1 gave an amendment which covers both 
tea and hides. This is particularly half of my amendment and I support 
it. As to the economic aspect of the question, from the point of view of 
export and import duty, protection of the Indian leather industry, the 
question has been well put by my friends Mr. Iyengar, Mr. Chelty and Mr. 
Misra and though I am equally interested as Madrasis, in all kinds of pro- 
tection of the leather industry for my constituency has one of the biggest 
tanning factories in India, the Utkal tannery, which is on the brink of ruin 
so to say — I should much like to save it — there is another and a larger 
economic aspect of the question indirectly affected here, which I should 
specially like to point out. It is» something like a bye-product of this 
measure of legislation which I am afraid has escaped notice. Hides are 
of two kinds. One is hide of live cattle and another, hide of dead cattle. 
{An Honourable Member: ‘"Live?”) Yes, when they are killed, slaught- 
ered. (Another Honourable Member: ‘'They are not live.”). 
They are slaughtered. I beg your pardon. Then hide made of 
Slaughlered cattle is the better stuff, and the other 

•kind, the inferior stuff, is practically the only hide exported now, 

because the superior stuff, which makes better leather with less cost is re- 
quired for the native tanning industry. The little of the inferior stuff 
which is being exported outside bears this customs duty ; consequently the 
export is dull, for foreigners do not buy hides of slaughtered cattle on 
account of the export duty. Now, if you abolish this duty altogether, the 
hides of slaughtered cattle will be largely demanded on account of their 
cheapness and will be exported in great quantities and that will have an 
indirect effect on the cattle of che country. This is then an agricultural 
problem. We do not know if we have enough cattle to kill. There is a 
theory recently started, though I can not say whether it should be objected 
to only on sentimental grounds or on other grounds as well, that our old 
and infirm cattle should be killed so that a better kind of cattle may be 
bred in this country. I do not know whether India will subscribe to this 
kind of theory, but all the same, cattle killed for hides will never be selected 
from the old and infirm beasts. I am sure that if this export duty is 
abolished, in addition to its effects on our tanning industry, it will have 
a vei*y great effect, so far as it goes, in this direction that people will be 
induced not only to slaughter but even to poison our young and plump cattle 
in greater numbers and that will have a very sad effect on our agriculture. 
Wa are rather too short of cattle already and we are going to breed our 
cattle and multiply them, and at such a time, apart from other considera- 
tions, we should not think of abolishing this export duty on hides. When 
other points from the economic aspect have been fairly dealt with, I did 
not want to give a silent vote, without mentioning this important aspect 
of the matter. I support the motion. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I have given notice of an amendment to 
iihe same effect as the one that is now before the House, and I need hardly 
say that I rise to give my support to the amendment. 

The hide tanning industry is reported to me to be the third most import- 
ant indiistrv in the hands of Indians in India, and the most important indua- 
'try in the Madras Presidency. We have had from Honourable M^b^rs 
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representing Madras in this House some idea as to how, if this export duty 
is how abolished, that important industry and the 600 and odd tanneries . 
that have been established in that Presidency during the War and even, 
before are likely to suffer- I am not interested in the hide tanning indus- 
try at all; luckily, my Presidency is not tangibly interested in that either. 
As Sir Walter Willson said, even in the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
meeting the Bombay Chamber of Commerce was neutral and did not ex- 
press any opinion. But as far as the Indian Chambers of Commerce are 
concerned, at the last meeting of the Federation of the Indian Chambers 
of Commerce at Calcutta last December they unanimously passed a reso- 
lution supporting the amendment and opposing the Government sugges- 
tion for abolishing this duty. We had there rei>resentative8 from about 30* 
or very nearly 40 Indian commercial bodies from all over India and there 
was not a single dissentient that this expori duty on hides should be 
allowed to be abolished at this stage. I am quite awaiv, and the Federa- 
tion of the Indian Chambers were quite aware, of the opinion expressed 
by thelFiscal Commission and also by the majority members of the Indian 
Taxation Committee that on the bare te*chnical principle any export duty 
is undesirable. I myself endorse that but in this particular question there 
appears to me to be such practical reasons for considering the technical 
aspect of the principle in relation with the past history and the past utility 
of this industry that I venture to suggest that one should not be swayed by 
the mere technique of this question. It has been suggested that this duty 
was put on in 1919 to the extent of 15 per cent, for the purpose of helping 
the tanneries which had been established during the war period. I think 
that is what my Honourable friend Sir Walter Willson said. 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: li was intended to protect the 
leather industry. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Including tanneries, J take it then. 
I hope the Honourable the Commerce MembcT will not urge to-day that 
the Government of India were ignorant in 1919 of the sound economic 
principle that an export duty on raw material is undesirable. Why then 
were the Govcniment of India a party to this expori duty of 15 per cent. 
On the export of raw hides from India, and 1 venture to ask Sir Walter 
Willson why the Associated Chambers of Commerce, including the Bengal* 
Chamber of Commerce, pressed for this export duty? T submit that the 
reason is that during the war period the tanneries of Madras did such 
yeoman service to the British army and to the armies of the Empire and 
the armies of the Allies that the Government of India could only do a very 
very small service in return to these tanneries by putting on this export 
duty. Seven years have rolled by since then. The services rendered by 
men and industries during the war period are beginning to bo forgotten. 
No wonder that this poor industry which is in the liands of Indians is now 
beginning to lose the sympathy even of the Commerce Member of the Gov- 
ernment of India. ^ I submit that an induslry which was looked upon as 
a key industry during the war period must be preserved by the Legislature 
of India lest during another revival of that madness of war, India and the 
British armies may require similar assistance again. I feel that it is a very 
short-sighted policy to overlook the utility of this industry for the reason 
that in the immediate future one may not see any reasonable chance of 
use of that industry to the Government, but that is not the only claim of 
this tanning industry for protection at the hands of the Government of 
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India, even to the niggardly extent of 6 per cent. Sir Logie \^atsQnj who 
represented, I understand, the .Cawnpore Chamber of Commerce in 1921, 
said . . 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: And the North-West Tannery. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: All to his credit, Sir. I am going to 
quoto him as my authority. Spcalpng in 1921 on a motion very similar 
to the one now before the House lie said that he had been in the tannery 
business in India for very nearly 32 years and he said in 1921 that 25 years 
before he had been pressing upon the Government of India the desirability 
of putting on an export duty on hides and skins in order that India might 
build up her own tanning industry and eventually her own leather industry. 
Sir Logie Watson complained that in those old days the Goveniment of 
India were more deaf to popular agitation than they were in 1921, and the 
Great War and the cutting out of resources from other parts of the world 
necessitated the Government of India making India self-contained in as 
many directions as possible. He further said that every other country in 
the world, even the British colonies, Sir> have very high import duties on 
the import of manufactured leather from India. They want only the raw 
material from India and nothing else, and Sir Logie Watson recommended 
that the export duty on raw hides from India should be as high as these 
countries have import duties on manufactured material from India. It is:, 
only by that method that Sir Logie Watson said that those countries would 
learn to have tanned hides from India instead of raw hides. Sir Charles 
Innes, I think, interrupted my Honourable friend, Mr. JMisra, when 
he said that in his opinion India produced the best cow hides. Sir Logie 
Watson himself after 25 years' experience said that, and although he very 
modestly said lhat he spoke subject to correction, the Commerce Member, 
in 1921 at any rate, did not (correct him. Sir Logie Watson went further 
and said that there is no other country — ^1 will almost quote his sentence — 

“I nm not aware, Sir, that any other country in the world produces cowhides of 
the qualities and kinds that India produces, hut I am subject to correction.^’ 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: May 1 just point out thal I think 
Sir Logie Watson was referring to the Indian thin hide. It is not a very 
good hide but it is a particular kind of hide. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: And to that extent, then, it has no com- 
petitor in the world. I am giving Sir Logie Watson's own version; if the 
Commerce Member knows (ter, he will say so. The point is this. Are 
we, in this House, going to be a party to ruining 500 tanneries in Madras 
to which protection was given by the Government of India almost or rather 
actually with the consent of both Indian and British commerce in that 
year? In that year, Sir, 1919, the export duty was 15 per cent. Since 
then it was reduced to 5 per cent. My Honourable friend, Mr. Lamb, 
said that this 5 per cent, duty poisoned the relations between Burma and 
Delhi. I must congratulate Burma on having poisoned its relations with 
Delhi and having that poison felt at Delhi for the sake of 6 per cent. Sir, 
with as high a figure as 12^ per cent. , we failed in this House to make a 
mark on the Finance Member. The point, Sir, is this : Is this 6 per cent, 
duty a heavy tax? If it is a heavy tax, then it must be affording consider- 
afele protection to the tanneries, if there is nothing in the 5 per cent, duty 
and it is an insignificant burden, why does my friend from Burma complain 
BO bitterly about it? 
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Mr. W, S, Lamb: I have suggested that it is nearly ten per cent. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: If that is so, that may require looking 
into; if it works out to more than 5 per cent., it can be remedied.* Do I 
take at it that a definite 6 per cent, incidence will not be minded by Burma? 
All that we are considering to-day is 6 per cent. But I do not wish, Sir, 
to o\erlook the practical difficulty of Burma and another port which h^ 
not been mentioned — Karachi. Sir, on the previous discussion on this 
question, representatives from Burma and from Karachi were for total 
abolition of this export duty on-hides. I believe that in this question we 
must not be swayed by the interests of any one province as against the 
other. The two provinces whose interests are antagonistic to these are 
Madras and the United Provinces. Now, in Madras you have 600 tan- 
neries which have been built up with the good work during the war period 
and which — if I am to rely upon the reports which I have been receiving 
and which my Honourable colleagues have been receiving from Madras — 
‘sre just beginning to get it were on terra firma. "^^at is, Sir, the 
qomplaint of Burma and Karachi? Their complaint is that they have no 
tanneries. They say ‘‘Not having tanneries we suffer, because we have 
got to pay the duty.’* 

Mr, W. S, Lamb : I said we have hides but they would not tan. 

Bit Purshotamdas Thakurdas: If there are tanneries in Burma which 
.would not tan, there must be some special reasons. Surely there are not 
such hides that they are not capable of being tanned. The countries which 
import hides from Burma surely do not use them without tanning, and it 
is up to Burma to find out how they can tan these hides of theirs before 
they export them. But I take it, Sir, that Burma is content to export 
•i;he raw material for ever and does not aspire at manufacturing the raw 
material in order that it may eventually be able to supply the needs of 
Burma in the matter of leather. Is that the best aspiration of my Hon- 
ourable friend Mr. Lamb from Burma? 

Mr. W. S. Lamb: By no means. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: Why not take the next step then? Why 
do you ask this House to go back and to take a retrograde step and encour- 
age the export of raw hides? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Mr. Lamb told us that Burma did 
set up her tannery but the tannery failed. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: There must be some special reason for 
the tannery in Burma not being successful if tanneries in Madras can 
succeed. The Madras tanneries did very good service during the war period 
and I may remind the Honourable Member that the Government of India 
acknowledged that service in very handsome terms. Surely between hides 
produced in Burma and Madras there cannot be such a tremendous differ- 
ence that the one is incapable of being tanned. . . ^ . 

Mr. W. S. Lamb: Are all hides from Madras tanned? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: The majority of the hides shipped* are 
tanned. 

Mr. W. S. Lamb: All of them are not tanned. 
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Sir Fursnotamdas Thakurdaa: If Madras can do the tanning, the other 
places also csm. I am sure if you put on a duty of 15 per cent, not only 
Madras but all-India will tan all hides and nobody will export raw hides 
That is the whole point. Is this House going to encourage a measuie 
which wull practically compel the local tanner to shut down and compel him 
to handle the raw^ material merely as a commission agent? That I sub- 
mit is an absolutely retrograde step, and, if 1 may say so, I am surprised 
that the Commerce Department should father a step or give support to a 
step of this nature. It is, however, very necessary not to overlook the 
fact that conditions at the moment are that some places, as Burma and 
Karachi, have not got tanneries of the right sort. 1 think it is time for 
this House definitely to make up their minds in such a manner that persons 
interested in hides in every part may realise that they have either got to 
have tanneries or those hides and skins must go to other places where 
there are tanneries. I am sure if the Government of India had not been 
weak-kneed and had not given way and reduced this export duty by 10 
per cent., by now, all these parts would have had tanneries of one sort or 
anotlier and there would have been no question of the export duty being 
asked to be removed. In 1921-22 when there Tvas a tremendous depres- 
sion in all the countries whicli are customers of Indian hides and skins 
and when, as we know, tlic Munitions Board in London had a tremendous 
quantity of raw hides from here which they were bound to put on the 
market for sale, under the excuse of depression of trade affecting the export, 
Sir, the 15 per cent, duty was reduced by 10 per cent. There is o^y a 
bare 5 per cent, now left. The 5 per cent, is a landmark of a very wise 
attitude of the Government of India in 1919. It will now enable this 
House to definitely give their vote as to whether they want to scrap this 
and go back to the position where India can only export raw matenal and 
should not aspire at an industry which will make India self-contained as 
far as the provision of leather within the country is concerned. I do not 
wish, Sir, in the slightest degree to overlook the difficulties of either 
Bengal, Burma or Karachi, .... 

Sir Walter Willson: Did I understand the Honourable Member to say 
there were no tanneries in Calcutta? 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: If there are, what is the objection? 

Sir Walter Willson: There are. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: They must be very few. 

Sir Walter Willson: Very good ones. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: I am very glad to hear it. Then I think 
those tannery owners do not sympathise with the views of the Associated 
Chamber. I understand in Bengal itself there is a division of opinion. I 
am sorry my friend Sir Walter Willson did not tell us that. However, 
let us not put a premium on those who wish to work in the old old rut and 
will not move a step forward in the direction of making India self-contained 
as far as using the raw materials of the country is concerned. Let this 
House definitely declare that it proposes to encourage the utilization within 
India of all the raw materials produced in India, and I am sure that both 
Burma and parts of Bengal which may at present complnin, and siieh 
part of Karachi as may complain, will all reconcile themselves from now 
to the correct aspiration of India and tanneries will be put up and the 
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©aiport of raw hides from India may be a thing of the past. I therefore 
very cordially support the amendment before the House, and I hope, Sir, 
that, after the Honourable the Commerce Member has put forward the 
case of the Government of India, the House will give him a definite lead 
which will prevent a motion like this coming up from time to time, and 
which will give those interested in the export of raw hides definitely to 
understand what the Legislature of India thinks. 

XT* Shia Maiing (Burma: Non-European): Sir, I have every inten- 
tion of intervening in this debate, but unlike the unintentional interveners, 
I will be as brief as possible. I would not like to ply the House with pious 
platitudes and will say what I have to say in the shortest possible time. 
All that I want to do, Sir, is to endorse the remarks that have fallen from 
the lips of the Honourable Mr. Lamb, who represents Burma, and to thank 
the Finance Member for taking off the heavy and the weary weight of this 
duty on hides. Four of us in this House, Sir, represent Burma and I am 
very glad that for once there will be unanimity of opinion, though that un- 
animity is reached from different angles. I hope, Sir, that my Honourable 
friend U. Tok Kyi agrees with me in this respect. Speaking during the^ 
budget discussion U. Tok Kyi said : 

** Export duties generally have an injurious effect and I think we should follow the 
very good example set by the United States of America. Sir, in the Budget that has 
been presented to us by the Honourable Finance Member, proposals have been made 
to do away with the export duty on hides and tea. It is very gratifying and I hope 
that the few other export duties that stand in the way will follow suit in no time. It 
is really gratifying, Sir . . . 

It will be more gratifying, Sir, if I can find my Honourable friend Mr. U. 
Tok Kyi following me to the same lobby I am going into on this subject. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. 
Rangaswaini Iyengar made a special appeal to me as an old Madras officer 
not to press this proposal for the removal of the export duty on hides. 
Sir, I. think I can claim to have had more connection with the tanning 
industry of Madras than any other Member of this House. For many 
years 

Mr. T. Prahasam: On a point of ofder, Sir. 

Mr. President: What is the Honourable Member’s point of order? 

Mr. T. Prakasam: On a point of order, Sir. I would like to know 
whether this is a final reply and the debate will be closed after it? 

Hr. President: This is not 'the time for raising this particular point of 
order. The Honourable Member must wait. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: For many years I was Director of 
Industries in Madras and as Directoi:, of Industries I had to run what is 
known as the Leather Training School in Madras. Moreover, my own sou 
is the chief lieutenant or one of the lieutenants of Sir Gordon Fraser, 
and I am not at all sure that the information which has been supplied to 
my Hionour^le friend Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas was not supplied by 
my own son' 

Sir Pursliotagidte Thakurdas: I acknowledge the assistance, Sir, with 
many thanki^. 
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The Honourable Sir Oharlee limes: The point I ^eh ^ ^ 

iiuiie. If I with all this connection, this ancient connectioa with) tJle^Maaras 
tanning industry, stand up here before the House and ask the to 

take ofPthis export duty I think the Hnuse may give me credit by belieyuig 
:that I have very strong reasons for doing so. It is against all the interest 
I have always taken in the tanning industry; but the real explana^on is 
this, that since 1920 I have been connected with the Government of India. 
It was my business, first as Secretary in the Commerce Department and 
secondly as Member in the Commerce Department, not to take any sec- 
tional interest in this matter but to try to judge of the matter 
from the point of view of India as a whole; and the House may 
depend upon xt that if the Government of India have come 
before the House with this proposal to remove the export duty altogether 
it is because they arc satisfied that that is the right course in the interests 
of India, 

Just let me remind the House very briefly of the reasons why this 
•export duty was put on. It was put on in 1919. It waS put on at a time 
when, as Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas said, every hide that India could 
produce was required at Home for purposes connected with the War. We 
thought at that time that we were in a position to dictate the form in which 
our raw material could leave India. We thought by putting on this heavy 
duty with a rebate in favour of Empire countries we should he able not only 
to protect and encourage the tanning and leather industries in India but 
that we should keep within the Empite a key industry. That, Sir, was 
in 1919, and I have had occasion once before to say in this House that in 
1919 I do not believe either that Government or even business men were 
saue. It was in April, 1920, that I came in as Secretary of the 
Commerce Department and, although I do not wish to give away the 
secrets of the Government of India, I should like to say that in June of 
that year I, as Secretary of the Commerce Department, raised the .question 
whether this export duty should not be abolished. That, Sir, is my answer 
to Mr. Eangaswami Iyengar when he said I took up iliis proposal at the 
bidding of the Associated Chambers of Commerce. What are the facts? 
In 1919-20 when we put on this export duty we exported from India 54,000 
tons of hide. In 1920-21 our exports dropped to 18,000 tons. The in- 
evitable slump had come and wc found that our export duty was doing no 
good at all, that it was not protecting the tanning industry in India, that 
it was not encouraging the leather industry in India and that it was doing 
4PM i^^fhing to keep a key industry within the Empire ; all that it was 
doing was to damage our own trade in raw hides without doing 
any good whatsoever. Had the financial position admitted it, we should 
have taken off that duty very much earlier than we did; but as everybody 
knows, our finances got worse and worse and it was onlv in 1923 that at 
considerable sacrifice of revenue we managed to get the duty reduced from 
15 to 5 per cent, and it is only now that we feel we are in a position when 
we can take the final step and get the duty taken off altogether. Now, 
what I say is this, that the objects why we put on this export duty have 
been entirely unfulfilled. The only result that the export- dutv has had 
has been to damaee one of the most important export trades of India. As 
Sir Walter Willson told us, in 1912-13 we exported 60,000 tons of raw bides 
from India; in 1913-14 we exnorted 56.000 tens of raw hides frPm India 
What can we export in 1927-28 ? 29,000 tens. That is to say, ou# exw^ 
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of raw hides have decreased by half. {Mr. A. Hangaau^ami lycnyar: 
** They have increased recently.'') I do not suggest that it is the export 
duty that has killed this trade; I do not suggest that for a moment. But 
there are various other causes, causes which make for depression in the 
leather trade throughout the world. But what 1 do say is this : that where 
the demand for leather throughout the world is not so great as it was, then 
our exporters of raw hides are naturally finding more t\nd more difficulty in 
getting a market for their hides. When they are finding that difficulty, what 
' are we doing? We are adding to tlieir difficulties by putting on this export 
duty. We know perfectly well — and Mr. Shanmukham Chetty ver}' fairly 
admitted it — we know perfectly well that in this export tax we are not 
passing the incadence of the tax on to the foreign consumer; the incidence 
of the tax is borne by our own producers. In the light of the figures I 
have given, I defy anybody to deny that fact. 

* But, Sir, ii. is said that it is quite worth while making our producers 
undergo these sacrifices in order that we may encourage the Madras tanning 
industry. From what Sir Pursliotamdas Thakurdas said, this House might 
think that the Madras tanning industry is an infant industry. It Is 
nolJiing of the sort. It lias been going on for years. In 1912-13 we shipped 
from India 11,000 tons of tanned hi(le.s; in 3913-14 we shipped nearly 
9,000 tons; now we are sliipping about 13,000 tons; that is to say, in spite 
of the fact that we have had this export duty on foi* several years now, 
there is hardly any expansion in that industry. Nor is there likely to be 
any expansion in it. Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas made a fervent appeal 
to us not to ruin this flourishing industry and he suggested that if we took 
off this export duty we should he ruiniiig this industry. Sir, if Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas had studied bis brief better, 1 am quite sure that 
he would not have made that remark. Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas knows, 
or he ought to know as well as T do, that what is wrong witb the Madras 
. tanning industry is not so much the question of prices but lack of demand. 
After all what the Madras tanning industry' exports is the rough tanned 
hide generally Icnown as the East India kip, and the use of that East 
India kip is almost entirely for upper leathers of boots. No\s', what is the 
main reason why Madras is finding difficulty in selling its tanned kips? 
The main reason is the fact that practically every one, in this House is 
wearing to-day shoes instead of boots. There is very much less demand 
for upper leather for boots. That is one of the main reasons wliy the 
Madras industry at the present time is in a depressed condition. What is 
the other reason? The other reason is the deterioration in the quality of 
the Madras leather. T have got here a representation sent out to us from 
the Association of Factors, Merchants and Importers of Leather, Hides and 
Tanning Materials in London. Now, these Madras kips are bought almost 
entirely in the United Kingdom and there is practically no market for them 
anywhere else and these people have sent out a representation to us drawing 
our attention to the quality of tanned hides which are now being produced 
in the Madras Presidency, as compared with that which existed some time 
hack. They say : 

“ Unquestionably the quality of these kips is deteriorating ” 
apd they attribute it largely, to the use by tanners in India of 
wattle bark instead of Avaram bark, which was really the advantage 
that Madras had over other provinces in the matter of these tan- 
ned kips. They had available to them a tanning stuff which 
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is known as Avaram down in Madras or Tar wad up in Northern India; its 
Latin name is Ca»8ia Auriculla and it is exirbmely good tan stuff, simple 
to use and gives a fine sort of leather. Unfortunately during the War there 
was a great run on this Avaram, and since the War 1 understand that it has 
been used for manure and other purposes; at any rate, it has become more 
expensive. The Madras tanners are taking more and more to wattle 
with the result that the Madras tanned kip is not so satisfactory a material 
as it was before. I have brought out these tw'o points, because I want to 
show what is wrong with the Madras industry, and the main causes which 
have made the depression in the Madras tanning industrs arc two. The 
demand is not going up because as the tann(‘rs ar(‘ taking to more and more 
wattling tlioir material is deteriorating hecaiise lliey use wattle instead of 
Avairam. I do not for^a moment admit that if this 5 per cent, export 
duty were removed, it would, as Sir Purshotamdas 'riiakurdas put it, ruin 
the Madras tanning industry. It will not do anything of the sort. As Sir 
Walter Willson so clearly put it, what wc have to decide to-day is what is 
the right, \vh;it is the fairest thing to do for India as a whole. On the one 
hand, you have the Madras tanners asking that this f) per cent, export 
duty slioiild b(^ retained. In effect, they are asking that they should get 
the advantage of the o per coni, duty on their liides. At whose cost are 
they going to get that advantage? Not at the cost of this House; not at 
the Qost of UR, but at the cost of the pr()ducers all over India. That is 
what they are asking ns to do. Cawnporc naturally takers the same view. 
Cawnpore likes to buy hides. Cawnporc itself makes leather. That is why 
1 do no! altogether accept the authority of my friend Sir Logie Watson. 
Sir Logie Watson in this matter is an interested party, so his own firm . . . 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: May 1 ask. Sir, if the exporting firms in 
Burma and Calcutta are not equally interested? Why do the Government 

India accept their authority? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: The expoiiing firms in Calcutta, 
Karachi and Burma are just as much entitled to put up their representations 
to the Government of India and to this House as the MadratT tanners are. 
But, Sir, tlie ex])orting firms in these particular places do not make the same 
sort of statement as was quoted by Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas on the 
authority of Sir Logie Watson. {Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas: “That is 
a matter of opinion.”) I, Sir, do not accept the statement of Sir Logie 
Watson, that India has a monopoly of a special type of hides, an inferior 
quality of hide, but a light hidf. What Sir Logie Watson pointed Out 
was that that hide could not be had anywhere else in the wwld. I myself 
Lave made careful inquiries into that point, and I was not able to confirm 
Sir Logie Watson s statement. If India has the monopoly of this parti- 
cular kind of hide, w’^hy is it that exports of this hide have decreased by 50 
per cent, since 1913-14? 

Mr, A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Trade Depression. 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: As I said, cm the one hand, this 
House has got these representations put before it by Madras and fey 
Cawmpore. On the other hand, w^e have to consider the interests of the 
producers all over India. It may be that those interests are represented 
here or that expression is given to them by the exporters of raw hides. But 
"the interests we. are concerned with are the interests of the producers all 
India. Now, let us take Burma. Ever since this duty was p\ft 6n» 
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in ;th,e QioyOTupept of India have had the most bitter complaints from 
J|^,yrwa against the duty. Madras has never claimed lihat it has ever 
bou^t ;$ide8 itrosm Burma. As Mr. Lamb told the House, Burma itself 
started a tannery during the War. That at any rate failed. Burma has 
110 AUt^et for its hides except by means of exports, and yet in order that 
the l^^ras tanner may get his hides 5 per cent, cheaper, the producers 
all over Burma have to submit to that amount of loss. Moreover, it is 
perfectly true, as Mr. Lamb pointed out, that one of the inevitable dis- 
advantages of an export ratq of 5 per cent, is that that rate must inevitably 
be a flat rate, and a flat rate is a sort of average rate; and a rate fixed 
with reference to the average quality necessarily presses very much more 
heavily upon the inferior quality of hide than uj^on the superior quality 
of hide. And why the export duty has pressed with such severity and 
such unfairness on Burma is that, as Mr. Lamb has told us, Burma ex- 
poits an inferior quality hide. Now, Sir, what is the reply the Government 
of India have got to give when the Burma Government, the Burma pro- 
ducers and the Bumia exporters come to the Government of India and they 
s^y : “ You put on that duty because you wanted to encourage tanning r 
in India and because you wanted to keep a key industry within the Empire : 
both of those objects have failed.” The Government of India wofild have 
to admit that that is true. Then they go on to say: ” We can prove to 
you, we have })roved to you, that the exports duty is damaging our export 
trade severely.” The Government of India have no answer. They have 
to admit it is true and when they say, “Are you going to keep an export 
duly,” what answer are we to give? Are wc to say, “Yes, we arc going 
to keep an export duty so tliat Madras tanneries may get their hide 5 per 
cent, cheaper.”? I ask this House with its sensci of fairness, its sense of 
justice, is that a right reply for the Government of India to give? (Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdan: “Absolutely.”) And it is not only the same 
jn Burma but in all Northern India. Sir Purshotamdas Tliakurdas told 
us, I think ho said 40 Indian Chambers of Commerce had agreed that the 
duty should be retained. Sir, I have no doubt that the Indian Industrial 
C^mgress, or whatever it was called, did come to that decision. 1 have no 
doubt that' they came to this decision at the request of the Southern Indi^ 
Chambers of Commerce. (Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: “ Why?”) But 
Sir, there are many associations of Indian mercliants in Northern India 
>y}io are just as liot against tho export duty as Southern India are hot 
for it. I have here a representation from the Hides and Skins Associa- 
tion of (hilcutta. That is an Indian body — at any rate, the representation 
I have got is signed by the Chairman who is an Indian. I have too a 
representation from the Mirzapiu Association in the United Provinces, an- 
other Indian Association. This is not a racial question, it is simply a 
question of the conflicting interests of province and province and it is for 
this House to decide which, in all the circumstances of the case, is the 
right thing io do. I say when Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas said that this 
Incuse should send a message that Northern India should not agree to go 
pp exporting its raw material but should set up its own tannery, Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, if he will permit me to say so, was not fully 
c<)gpisant of the facts. There are many tanneries in Northern IndiA. 
Tji^ere are many tanneries in many of the provinces of India, and the only 
fea^on why the Madras tanning itidust^ is largely known is that it difels 
ftcory gtljer ^dustnes bj^aiuse tans are exported. I haVe 
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given the reason, the particular conditions in Madras wh ch 
starting of that particular industry. But the House may t^e * 
that in practically every province in India there are tannenes where they 
work up for local purposes their raw hide. But you have got to remember 
that India is a very big country. India is a country where the real fwto 
of the matter are that there are vast surpluses, surpluses of hides o^ 
and above what can be used in the country. Is th^ any reason on e^h 
whv those surplus hides should not be exported. They cannot be an 
Arc we not to encourage the export of those hides? 


Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdaa: Is there 
export of tanned hides? 


any reason for not encouraging 


The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: L have already explained that the 
export of tanned hides whicli has arisen in Madras fulfils a limited demand,. 
H demand for upper leathers. They ^^o practically nowhere, witli small 
exceptions, l)ut to the United Kingdom. And I do not believe myself that 
we can increase this (‘xport indiistr>’ very greatly. My point is that, after 
the requirements of the country iiave Ix'en met, there is a very large 
.surplus of hides for export. That export trade in raw hides used to be 
one. of the most important export trades of India. It used to be worth 
Momething like 8 erores of rupees. We have now reduced it to something 
]ik(! 3 erores of rupees, and I say, after studying this question in the fullest 
detail, it will be wrong of ihift House, merely because of sectional interests, 
to go and makt* the ju’oducers of India pay 5 per rent, in order that 
Madras may get iheir advantage, 


T am not taking away anyibing from ^iadras, except what I regard as 
an unfair fid vantage. It is not as if the (Government were protecting this 
industry or as if the tax-payer, were jirotecting this industry. What this 
House is doing is asking the producers of hides, that is, the agriculturists 
all over India, to pay in order to get Madras a slight advantage in price 
end I say, Sir, that that is wrong, and that is the reason why I ask this 
House to agree that this duty should be taken off. I appeal to this 
House to look at it as a measure of justice to Burimi and the other pro- 
vinces and not to look at it from the point of view of my Honourable 
friends opposite. Sii, I oppose the amendment. 

(Several Honourable Members then moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member from Andbrjidesha desired to 
rjiise a point of order. This is the stage when he should rise and not in 
the middle of the speech of the Honourable the Commerce Member. What 
is the point of order? 

Mr. T. Prakasam: I would like to address you with your permission. 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to raise any point 
of order? 


Mr. T. Prakasam: I wanted to ask then whether the debate would be 
.cloced with the speech of the Honourable the Commerce Member. That 
wa.s the only thing and I thought that that was the occasion when I should 
interrupt you, Sir. 

' Mr. Prssidellt: The Honourable Member ought to have known that the 
proper time for him to rise was when the Honourable the Comm^^ 
Member was called upon and not after be began his speech. It is not 
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proper to interrupt a Member in that way when he is making a speech. 
Jiiiher the Honourable Member should have risen to a point of order at 
the time when I called upon the Honourable the Commerce Member or 
should rise now when ho has concluded his speech. The point of order 
which the Honourable Member raises is whether the speech of the Hon- 
ourable the Commerce Member concludes the debate on this amendment. 
The Honourable Member knows as well as I do that the Government have 
not the last word in debates on amendments and therefore the debate does 
not conclude with the speech of the Honourable the (commerce Member. 
But it is for the House to consider whether they have not sufficiently dis- 
cussed this question. Any speech(‘s that are made hereafter will not be 
answered bv the Honourable the Commerce Member as he has no further 
opportunity of speaking Tf the Members still desire to continue the 
debate they are eniitled to do so till the closure is moved and carried. 

(ocveral Honourable Members again moved tlmt ihe question })e put.) 

^Mr. Yacoob 0. Arifl (Calcutta and Suburbs Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, though I am personally in the tanning industry yet it does not prevent 
me from supporting the demand for the abolition of the export duty on raw 
hides. Sir, this abolition has been supported both by the Taxation En- 
quiry Committee as well as the Fiscal Commission for reasons which are 
well know'll to Honourable Membem. T cannot understand the argument 
which says that the abolition of this duty will bit the 'tanning industry 
Indeed, with the abolition of the export duty, I look forward to a revival in 
trade wdiicli wnll benefit both the export trade as well as the tanning 
industry. The latter requires cheap hides and the w'orld market requires 
cheap Mdes. The abolition of the duty will effect this Finally, since the 
cost of the duty falls on the producer, I consider that it is but equitable 
and fair that he should be relieved of an unnecessary burden 

Sir, T oppose the amendment 

<(Sevoral Honourable Members moved that the question be put.) 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Sir ... {Sevcial Honourable Members: 
“ No T am much obliged to the Honourable Members who say “ No " 

I would not have risen if 1 had not given an amendment on tliis and if 
the amendment were not still outstanding. But for that I 
would not have troubled the House There is no desire on my 
part to take up the. time of the House or to w’^aste my own 
time. With regard to your observations on point of order raised 
by me, Sir — you will pardon me for my personal explanation — would not 
have risen at that time if there had been anv interval between yoiu* calling 
unon the Honourable the Finance Member first by mistake instead of upon 
Sir Charles Lines and then Sir Charles Innes himself getting up. There 
was no interval at all. That is how it happened Otherwise, T would not 
have made the request. 

ICr. P:|resid6nt: The Honourable Member knows that after the Com- 
merce Mepiber spoke for a couple of minutes lie suddenly got up and raised 
a point of order. 

Hr. T. Prakasam: That w^as a mistake, T admit. I should have done 
it a minute earlier. Please permit me to say a few words upipo ipy own 
amendment which^ covers the one under discussion. The point m^e by 

♦Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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the Honourable Member in charge is tliat this export duty cannot be c<m- 
tinued any longer because it failed to produce the desired eneot, ai^ he 
quoted certain figures before the War and certain figures after the War to 
show that there was no expansion in this trade and there was^ no need to 
wntinue this duty. In reply T may submit that the depression between 
1919 and 1928 was due to several causes ; but so far as Madras is concerned, 
I may tell Honourable Members at once how many millionaires of Madras 
were ruined on account of the change in the exchange ratio from Is. 4(1. to 

in 1920. 

Maulvi A. H. Katique: What about the poor people? 

Mr. T. Prakasam: is. 4d. was changed to 2s. by legislation here m 
1920. There were protests, there were objections raised all round, and in 
spite of that an Ordinance had been passed, the Gold Ordinance from 
Simla. 

Mr, President: I supj we have had enough of the ratio coVitroverBy. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: I must crave >our indulgence for a minute. I am 
now directly giving an answer to the main and chief argument put before 
the House by the Honourable Member in charge that there was no expan- 
sion, the ira(le did not improve at all and this duty ought not to be allowed 
to continue That is the argument of the Commerce Member. I am point- 
ing out to the House that this was due to the crash and smash that came 
upon the meivhants wlio were trading in hides as well as leather in Madras 
in that period Allow me to point out to Honourable Members in this 
House that on account of the increased exchange ratio millionaires became 
beggars, persons who were masters of crores of rupees were not able to 
Command a cup of tea or a cup of coffee. (Laughter.) There is no good 
of laughing sitting here. If those who are in charge of Government feel 
an\ doubt about these things, let them go and verify the points that are 
put forward here. We have come here to place certain facts and help you 
as far as possible if you are willing to take them. During that time, people 
who went to the tanning factories found them empty, there was no work, 
no business, no trade. That continued for 2 or 8 years. Tt was on 
account of tliat crisis that there was not sufl&cient capital. The whole 
trade was depressed. That was the chief cause. Sir Charles Innes shakes 
liis head. In January 1921 there was a debate in the House of Commons 
a® regards the terrible consequences of this change in ratio. If 
only the Honourable Member looks into it he will find how it had affected 
both the people there and the merchants who entered into contracts from 
here. In 1922 Sir Vithaldas’ Thakersey raised a debate upon that in this 
Assembly and that would also show how persons were ruined. The losses 
sustained by the Indian merchants during that period on a rough, estimate 
exceeded nearly lOO crores of rupees. Most of the merchants who deal in 
this trade in the Madras Presidency are Moslem merchants and the tele- 
gram that we have received is from Mr. Jamal Mohomed. who is one 
the biggest traders in hides and leather. He is also the President of the 
South Indian Hides and Skin Merchants' Association. In the Taxation 
Inquiry Committee Eeport Also you will find in paragraph 169 what Dr. 
Paranjpye and Sardar Jogendra Singh said as their c^nside^ed onfrion. 
Thev said that the experience of the last few vesrs tsould not be 
as conclusive on atitount of the abnormal oonditions due to the ^War abd 
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effects and they considexied that a vigoious effort sb<Mald be nMide 
Jtb encour£^e the Indian tanning industry and that the export duty sbesddi 
AOt be given up. That is the oj^ion of these two gentleman. The pxmr 
oiple involved in the tnatter is the protection of the Indian industry. That 
principle had been abandoned by the Fiscal Commission. That principle 
had been given up by the majority of the Taxation Inquiiy Committee 
when they stated that the object of the imposition of this tax should be 
taken to have been to see that the tanning industry in the Empire is pro- 
tected. The Empire is always protected at the cost of India. In 1923i 
after the exchange trouble arose and when it was in full swing, the first 
Jgtal step was taken before sufficient time and opportunity were given for 
this “ protection to work under those terrible conditions. In 1928 they 
reduced the rate by 5 per cent, and then abolished 10 per cent, preference 
on hides and skins in the British Empire. No chance was given to this 
Indus Iry lo rise, to lift its head and see whether it would survive or not. 
We are now requesting the Government to protect this industry and not 
to remove this little pnitection, however small it is. T appeal to Honour- 
able Members to sec that this home industry is protected. 

(HonoumBle Members: ''T move that the question be now put.’*) 

• Mr. President: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : Order, order. The question is : 

** Thai in Part II of 'Schedule II to the Bill amendment No. 1 be omitted.*'" 

The Assembly divided: 

AITES— 63. 


Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi, Mr. 
Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 
Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. G. Duraiswamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyfuigar, Mr. K. V. Rangasvami. 
Ayyangar^ Mr. M. S Sesha. 
Bnargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Chaman Lall Mr. 

Chetiy, Mr. B. K. Shanmukham 
jOas, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Ohaadra, 
Oofiwami, Mr. T. C. 

(jkmr. Sir Hari Singh. 

Qulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabbai Nemchand. 
tyengar, Mr. A. Bengaswami. 
Ivpngar, Mr. 6. Srinivata. 

^aygkar, Mr. M. B. 

jrogjgn, Mr. Varahagiri VenkaiA 

Kartar Singh. Sardalr. 

TMavr, mt V. Cl. 

JCiAwip, Bafl Ahxpad. 

Pandi^ Hirday Nath. 
Xiajbat' 6aG Xiffd.' ^ ^ ' 

bviyai/ Febdit dMadva/Xelien. * 


Mehta, Mi. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad^ 
Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji 
Chaudhury. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saneb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Prakasam, Mr. T. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 
Bahimtulla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 
Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Boy, Mr. BHabendra Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. K. 0. 

Bai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan. 
Boihnaswamy, Mr. M. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Shalee, Maulvi hfobammod. 

%nfh, Mr. Gaya Proaad. 

Mr. Narayan I Prasad. 

S*n|a^, Mi*, llam .Naraybu, 

Sinha. KnWra^ 
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Abdul Azhs, Bahadar Mmo. 

AbidU ^awab Sii ^Salubaada. 

Ahmad, Mr. K. 

Prince | 

Allison, Mr. P. W. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

AriiT, Mr. Yaco<^ C. ' 

4fhra|ttddm Ahm^d, Khan Bahadur > 

Na^skbzada Sayid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. IC. Aravamudha. I 

A^l^angar, Rao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gc^^aswami. , 

Bhpro> Mr. J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Chalmers, Mr. T. A 
Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, 1^. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T ' 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Raja. 

Qhulam Kadir Khan Dakhan, Mr. I 

W. M. P. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. I 

Graham, Mr L. 

Greenfield, Mr. H C. 

Maigh, Mr. P B 
Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. £. B. 


Akxam Eusaam 
A. M. M 


limes, Ihe M aa o mM* Sir’^ekaOm. 
Jewahir Sia^> 

Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, 

and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khm Maung, U. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Lindsa^y, Sir Darcy. 

Macphail, The Revd. Dr. E. M. 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhopendcau 
Nath. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadvur. 
Natique, Maulvi A. H 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rau, Mr. H. Shankar. 

J^y, Sir Ganen. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Sykes, Mr. B F. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulhqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir. 


Mr. President: The re<^ult of the voting is: 


Ayes: 68, 

Noes: 53. (Applause.) 

Following the practice adopted in the House of Commons in such cases, 
the Chair gives its casting vote as the guardian of the statua quo and declares 
the amendment of Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar carried. 

(Applause.) 

The motion was adopted. 

1^. Muhtar Singh: Sir, I beg to move: 

That in Part H of Schedule II to the BiU ^end^ent No. 2 be omitted.*’ 

The consequence of the amendment will be that the export duty on tea vW" 
remain as it is. In this unfortunate country both the levying and abolishilg 
of the import and export duties work up to the injury of the indigonous 
industries of the country. We have seen, Sir, only just now that th,eio 
the question of the duty on hides under consideration and we felt vesy 

« y that the duty on hides was being abolished to the detriment ^ 
ming industry of the country. There are only three items on whiqh 
t^iere is an export d^ty. By abolishing duties on tea and hides Uiere wou)i|| 
remain the expoH duty on rice. If the Government is going to Be led bjr 
the question of principle only, mav I ask whv it is that the abolition df the 
/^y on rice in not propoeed? Onlv the other day we were told by thn 
JRoPlonrahle Mambeir fnom Biinna that this axpost is vory haidlff.vt^ 
hp B^opln of Burma. Wg were told; that ^ Fiseal 

thadiutir w idae. 
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Kaoal Commission*® observation on page 107 we find that they did not 
>reoOmmend the abolition of this duty on rice because nobody had appeared 
and objected. The coimtry, knows* very well that in 1920-21 all the acti- 
vities of the Government were practically boycotted* and therefore, Sir, if 
nobody appeared and objected, was it not the duty of the Fiscal Coin- 
^mission to inquire the reasons w'hy a distinction of this broad principle was 
necessary in the case of rice. This shows that we are not caring for any 
industry which does not concern the British people. In the case of hides, 
Sir,' I was unfortunately not allowed to speak, but a reference to the figures 
will clearly show that it is the United Kingdom from which the largest 
amount of imports in boots and shoes and other leather goods come to this 
country. Sir, we know that the tea planters are generally Englishmen and 
many a time complaints have been made in this House against the tea 
planters, but still rice not find a place for the abolition of the duty, 
"whiW tea gets that favour. If we refer to the figures we find that the total 
amount of tea exported from India is 32,57.tS3.05/> pounds. Out of this 
more than 25 crores of pounds are exported to the United Kingdom alone. 
This clearly shows. Sir, from what motives we are recommending the 
abolition of the export duty on tea. I would submit. Sir. that in every 
case the question of British preference should not come in. We have now 
from economic reasons reduced the duty on salt, and there will be a very 
great amoimt of deficit in the Budget on account of this reduction ; and as 
the Honourable the Finance Member told us there will be no contributions 
given to the Provinces, on accoimt of this reduction. Therefore, this is 
just the time ^vhen the Government should accept our proposal that the 
abolition of the export dilty should not take place. I might have accepted 
the abolition of the exports duty on tea if the Government had recommended 
Jfche abolition of the duty on rice as well, so that the principle would have 
been maintained throughout. If they are not going to help an agricultural 
industry^ then certainly. Sir, for an industry which I would call a luxury- 
producing industry I have no sympathy, and therefore I recommend to the 
House that my amendment should be supported. 

Pan'dlt Dwarka Prasad Misra: Sir, cultivation of tea is the one industry 
which has been most favoured by the British Government at the expense 
of the Indian tax-payer and I propose to prove this to the entire satis- 
faction of this House. The importance that is attached to this industry 
by the Government will be evident from some remarks in a Financial 
Statement of the Right Honourable James Wilson. Speaking in 1860 he 
said; 

“ There is an article which is engaging, and justly so, ranch interMt—the cultiva- 
tion of tea. The experiinent raade by Government at great cost in introducing it as 
an artide of cultivation in the highlands has been eminently successful, so much 

that steps are being taken to hand it over to private enterprise. It is one of the 
lew means we have in India of attracting European capital and European settlers. 
We ought to extend to it every encouragement in our power, and it certainly seems 
in the highest degree inconsistent that we should be spending public money to en- 
'Conrage tlto cultivation of this plant and then placing an export duty on this article 
ah all our ports . 

PSiom this it is perfectly clear that the industry was introduced into this 
odimtry to, encourage European capital and European settlers. Since then 
many favours' have been showered upon it bv the Government. The oulti- 
Wation was epGOuin^d by e iesearch department maintained at the publle 
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c^t. The labour was supplied to it by means of legislation ^hioh reduced 
the status of the labourer to the position of a slave. When the License 
tax was imposed tea planters were exempted from it by lEbceoutive Orders 
subsequently when the Income-tax Act came into force they were 
similarly exempted from income-tax also. From all this, Sir, it is but 
proper to conclude that the Government have all along tried somehow or 
other to benefit the tea planters. 

It was in the year 1916-17 that the present export duty w'as imposed. 
The planters raised a hue and cry. The depression that overtook the 
industry in the year 1920-21 was taken full advantage of by them and they 
compelled the Legislative Assembly to go into the whole question in the 
very first year of its existence. But, Sir, as was the case in the matter of 
the depression of trade in raw hides, the causes that led to the misfortune 
had nothing to do w’ith the export duty. First of all, Sir, the trouble was 
caused by the greed of the tea planters themselves'. They indulged in inten- 
sive cultivation and produced inferior grades which did not suit the task of 
the importing countries. Another reason wj^s that the United Kingdom waa 
overstocked. Yet another reason wfis the high rate of exchange. Then, 
Sir, Kussia which used to buy much of our tea failed to buy as much as she 
used to do owing to her chaotic condition. All these things together were 
responsible for the depression of trade in the year 1920-21 and the export 
duty had absolutely no share in the matter. Then, Sir, I oppose the abofi- 
tion of the export duty for the following other reasons : first of all the land 
tax paid by the cultivators is sufficiently low as compared with the land tax 
paid by those who raise other crops The Taxation Tnquir^^ Committee 
says : 

** In Assam tea gardens are held on leasehold tenure for long terms at low rales 
of assessment After the expiration of the term of the lease, the land is liable to be 
assessed undei i lie laws in force, provided that no portion of it shall ** — 

— mark these words — 


' at anytime he assessed at a rate higher than that payable on the most highly 
assessed lands in the district cultivated with any ordinary agricultural crop.** 

Sir Walter Willeoxit What paragraph? 


Paadit Dwarka Praaad Misra: Paragraph 71. Then, Sir, the produce 
per acre is also unexpectedly good. The other day I tried to inquire from 
Mr. Chalmers, our tea planter friend in this House, and he told me that 
the yield per acre was from 4 maunds to 12 maunds. Of course he;, was 
careful enough to inquire which side I was going to support; but all the same 
he was too kind to withhold the information. Then, Sir, I must point out 
that the prices also are unusually high at present. They are as follows : 


Tenr 


1889-90 

1918 - 19 

1919 - 20 

1920 - 21 

1921 - 22 

1922 - 28 
1928-24 
1924-25 
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.!£*];«hu all this, Sir, it is abundatttly clear that the ioiduBtry is very pros- 
.perous and that the planters are reaping huge profits at present. 

The question^ of export depression may be raised, but I submit that the 
dejnesBion might have been there in W20-21, but by now it has altogeifter 
disappeared. The evidence of the Taxation Enquiry Committee cannot be 
ignored by the Government on this point. The Beport says : 

** The export duty on tea resembles that on rice in that India is only one of several 
exporting countries and‘that its principal competitor, Ceylon, also levies an export duty, 
which is at present double tho Indian rate. The Fiscal Commission advised the 
abolition of the Indian export duty on the ground that India was not in a position 
“to impose' her terms on the world and that evidence existed that Java tea was dfls- 
pl^in^ Indian tea, especially in Australia. The course of events since the Fi^al 
^mnuWion reported gives reason to doubt whether the export duty is actually having 
the effM which they feared. A comparison of the trade statistics for the three years 
endinl; 191344 with those for the last three years shows that India has increased her 
share of the world trade from 39 to 49 per cent., and though Java has increased 
her share from 8 to 12 per cent., her progress has been made at the expense of China 
and not of India. The consumption of any particular variety of tea is largely a matter 
of taste and normally does not depend entirely upon comparative cost. To some extent 
the effect of the duty is mitigated by the preference, amounting to two-thirds of a 
penny a pound, which Indian tea enjoys in England, its principal marhet.” 

Purttiev, Sir, I will quote from our Publicity Officer who says in ''India in 
1985-26,** — the last Report that only the other day came to our hands: 

“ The total exports of tea during 1924-25 amounted to 340 million pounds valued 
at Rs. 5^ crores. The total quantity of tea shipped rose by less than half per cent, over 
the quantity shipped during the- preceding year, but the increase in value was over 
6 per cent. Nearly 88 per cent, of the total quantity shipped went to the United 
Kingdom, from which 38 million lbs. were re-exported to the Irish Free State, the 
Continent of Europe and the United States of America and Canada. There was a 
vigorous and optimistic advertising campaign in the United States of America and 
that country’s consumption of Indian tea was somewhat greater in the year undei’ 
review than in either of the preceding years.” 

From this, Sir, as I have said, it will be quite clear that the tea industry is 
in a very good position. 

Now, Sir, I have one definite charge to make against the Honourable 
the Finance Member and it is that he has? mixed up the question of income- 
tax on the tea profits with the question of the abolition of the export duty. 

I submit, Sir, that the two questions must stand on their own merits. I 
have already stated that the profits of the tea planters were exempted from 
the License tax and the Income-tax. It was only in the year 1920, so late 
ah’ that,. Sir, that the Calcutta High Court decided that at least some por- 
tion of the income of the tea planters was derived from a non-agriculturAl 
source, and that therefore that portion must be liable to assessment to 
income-tax. But even this, Sir, did not do sufficient justice to the Indian 
taxpayer, and this will be clear from the speech of the Honourable the 
linancre Member himself. This is what the Honourable the Finance 
Member has to say : 

The tea compa^iles are now assessed Ho income-tax on 25* per cent, only of their 
total profits, ther balance being -regarded as agricultural income and therefore not liable 
to income-tax. The promotion of 25 per cent, was based on imperfect data and later 
inquiries showed that the non-agri cultural produce* of the tea companies amount to 
at least,” 

—mark the words— 

" 60 per cent, of the whole. *’ 
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>low, my siibmission is that even this is doing injustice to us aiwi that the 
percentage of non-agriciiltural income must be newly 76 per cent., though 
the Finance Member said that even the assessment to 60 per cent, has 
upset the tea planters, and, 1 am afraid, they have perhaps represented 
their case to him in this matter. Another point, Sir, that I want to bring 
to the notice of this House is this. Sir Basil knows that in the year of 
grace 1927 it is impossible to deceive the Indian tax-payer to that extent, 
and therefore he is compelled to assess these tea companies to some extent. 
But in doing so he is very nervous, and he does not want to wound the 
feelings of the tea planters This can be seen from the following remarks 
which he made in the course of his Financial Statenjent : 

The Government, therefore, propose that the export duty on tea should be 
abolished and that the tea companies should in future he assessed to income-tax at 
50 per cent, of their total net income.’* 

Now he is trying to compensate them by the abolition of the export duty 
for the loss they are to suffer by being assessed to income-tax. He further 
•says : 

** The export duty on tea brings m approximately 60 lakhs a year. Our finances 
clearly do not permit of its abolition unless we can find some means of compensating 
ourselves for the loss involved. Fortunately we are in a position to make a proposal 
which will hecure the disappearance of the export duty on tea with no ultimate loss 
to the revenue, and at the same time offer definite advantages to the producers of 
tea.*' 

From this it is quite clear that the* Finance Member is very anxious to 
keep the tea planters pleased. As I have said before, the question 
of asftossmcnt to income-tax of the profits of the tea planters should be 
judged and dccidocl on its own merits, and it ought not to bo allowed 
to b(i mixed up with the question of the abolition of the export duty. 
There are so many Indian merchants, who have to pay income-tax and, Sir, 

, the House knows as w’^ell as I do that the Honourable the 

^ ’ * Finance Member has never tried to compensate them for their 
being heavily assessed to income-tax by abolishing one duty or other. 
I repeat that the British Government have always encouraged the tea 
planters in not contributing their quota to public expenditure and to-day. 
Sir, I submit that the Finance Member is doing a grave injustice to us. I 
therefore strongly appeal to this House to see that in this matter justice is 
done to the poor Indian tax-payer and that the duty is not abolished. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, I should like to begin by pro- 
testing (Pandit Dtvarka Prasad Misra : ** 1 knew you would ”) very strongly 
against the speech of the last Honourable Member. He has filled it with 
charges and insinuations and suggestions of motive which are absolutely 
unfounded, for which he has no foundation, and I think that, when he has 
been a little longer in this House, he will realise that that sort of thing 
does not go down. I think the House ought to express its regret that a 
subject of this sort has been introduced in that sort of speech. 

Now, Sir, I come to the duty. What the Government have proposed 
is that the export dutv on tea should be abolished. There is no doubt 
ijhat a very considerable part and probably the whole of the export dutj^ 
on tea is paid by the producers of tea in India and very little, if anv of it! 
is passed on to the purchaser. In that it differs absolutely from jute and 
I think absohitely from rice. There is also no doubt that so long aB 
Cevloh maintains her export dutv, the effect of the abolition of the export 
duty ir India will be to retain for the producer in India the whole of 'the 
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value of the remitted duty. That will go to the producers jd India. The 
last Honourable Member has endeavour^^ to prejudice the case by insinua- 
tions in regard to the character of the planters. But 1 would remind h^m 
and the House that (1) there are a large number of Indian planters con- 
cerned, and (2) even if it is true that some of the rhoney will go into the 
pockets of European producers in India, it will be an increase in the value 
of the exports of India and greatly to the advantage of India thereby. 
The reason why the Government have brought forward this proposal is 
that they were quite unable in this year to suggest means for replacing all 
the export duties and in the case#of jute and rice there are characteristics 
of monopoly which have the effect of making those export duties to a 
large extent if not entirely paid by the purchaser, that is paid by our cus- 
tomers abroad, not by the producers in this country. That is clearly not 
so in the case of the tea export duty, but even so, we could not have afforded 
50 lakhs — (An Honourable Member: "Not so in the case of tea?") — cer- 
tainly not in the case of tea, we could not have afforded a 50 lakhs reduc- 
tion. But the agreement we had made with tea companies and tea pro- 
ducers some years ago in the matter of income-tax, clearly in the opinion 
of the Finance Department gave insufficient weight to the non-agricultural 
portion of the profits in the production of tea. Wc were under considerable 
obligations to those companies for the agreement that was reached in 
1922 and we had undertaken that that agreement should have something 
approaching the force of law and should not be altered except in the same 
way» by something analogous to an Act of the Indian Legislature. But 
here was an opportunity. The tea export duty is admitted by all to be 
bad in principle. It does not protect anybody and it has none of the 
virtues of the hides duty in regard to which I desire to express my thanks 
to you for the present of 9 lakhs which you have just given me. I trust, 
Sir, you will not claim any large portion of it. But to come back to the 
tea duty? it does not protect anyb(xiy. There are no interests opposed 
to the abolition of that duty other than the interests of the Finance De- 
partment of the Government of India and central revenues. Now, we can 
by this combination compensate ourselves — not- the tea companies — for 
abolishing the tea duty by obtaining an equivalent which may be slightly 
less or may be slightly more than the full amount of the tea duty 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: May T know, Sir, if that matter will 
come before the Assembly? 

The Honourable Bir BasQ Blackett: That matter is entirely within the 
powers of the Finance Department as at present. The powers exist under 
the Act for charging the tea companies on the full amount of their non- 
agricultural profits. 

Mr. A. Eangaswaml Iyengar: Then why was the Resolution put down? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: T explained to the Honourable 
Member that my reason for putting the Resolution down was that we 
had entered into an undertaking, an agreement, with the tea companies 
that we would give our arrangement about the 25 per cent, something 
equivalent to the force of an Act of this Legislature, and it seemed to us 
that the best way of implementing that promise was to bring the question 
in the form of a Resolution before this House. But we find that the tea 
companies are perfectly prepared on condition of the abolition of the export 
dutv to recognise that a new situation will have arisen and that it is open 
to Ihe Government to ask that the agreement of 1922 shall be revised and 
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that it shall bo open to the Government to obtain the full amount due to 
the tax-payer in respect of non-agricultural profits . . . 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: And that the Legislature may be ignored. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: There is no question of ignoring: 
the ‘Legislature. The Government as in duty bound are carrying out the 
directions of the Legislature in this matter. It is that they should collect 
the full amount of tax due. We have still to come to some arrangement 
with the tea companies and the tea producers generally to see what exactly 
will be the most convenient way of carrying out the duty of the Govern- 
ment to collect the full amount of tax on the non-agricultural profits, whe- 
ther dt will be desirable to substitute a new rule for the existing rule or 
whether it will he desirable to leave the matter to be settled between the 
assessee and the Income-tax Department in the various cases that will 
arise remains to be seen, and it is obviously undesirable that we should 
commit ourselves at the present moment to a rule of thumb of 50 per cent, 
in place of the existing rule of thutmb of 25 per cent., if that rule of thumb 
was not accepted as applicable in all cases by the tea companies, especially 
as we realise that we might be committing ourselves not to collect the 
full amount as we are now trying to do. So that, I think that the Gov- 
ernment is in a much better position if it chooses another means to do it 
instead of asking this House to commit ourselves and itself to a cut and 
dried Resolution on this subject. If it is clearly understood that with the 
change in the situation that will follow from the abolition of the tea export 
duty Government arc free to collect the full amount of income-tax due on 
non-agricultural profits, duly ascertained in the ordinary way and by the 
application of the ordinary law, the result of that will, we are confident, be 
that there will be no loss or hitrdly any loss and possibly some profit to the 
Finance Department. It is too soon to make an absolutely definite state- 
ment on that matter. But we shall, I think, by the acceptance of this 
proposal at once have got rid of a duty which is wrong in principle and a 
charge on the producer in India and have got rid of an obligation which 
was entered into on insuifficient data which tied the hands of the Income- 
tax authority in the matter of the collection of duty on the non-agricul- 
tural portion of the profits of the tea companies. ^ I submit that the 
proposal is entirely in the interests of the people of India and of every 
one concerned and that I am fully justified in the protest that I have 
made at the beginning of the speech that this proposal should have been 
made the occasion of a charge of what is really a complete breach of faith 
by the Finance Member in regard to his duties as Finance Member of the 
Government of India, duties for which he is paid by India, simply because 
we have brought forward a proposal which is in the interests, I think, of 
every one concerned and greatly improves the situation of the Central 
finances in regard to the tea companies, as well as improving the position 
of the tea companies in the event, which we hope will not happen, of a 
slump in the tea trade when they would be obliged to pay export' duty 
on all the tea that is exported instead of as now paying income-tax on 
their profits. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. Mnkhtar Singh: May I be allowed to put a question to the Hon- 
ourable the Finance Member? May I know. what is the proportion of agricul- 
tural and non- agricultural profits in the case of sugar producing companies ? 
If there is a sugar producing company, will that company be allowed any 
concession in assessing income-tax for the agricultural profits made bV 
that company? 
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The HonouraDle Sir Basil Blackett: I am sure that that question does 
not arise, but I should like to answer- it. The position is that in the case 
of sugar there are certain rulings of the High Court which are, I believe, 
simple enough in application, which lay down at w^hat point sugar ceases 
to be an agricultural product and becomes a manufactured product, and 
under the law, as it stands at present, the Government of India is entitled 
to 'collect income-tax on profits due to manufacture but not on profits due 
to agrieultur;.. It is exactly the same proposal that the Government of 
India propose to apply, in fact, are under an obligation to apply, in the 
ease of tea. 

Several Honourable Members: I^et the question be now put. 

(Some Honourable Members rose in their places to address the House.) 

Mr. President: I think Honourable Members are anxious, to conclude 
this debate now. If Honourable Members wish to continue, the Chair is 
not ^prepared to accept closure. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: We should like to continue. 

Mr. President: Pandit Nilakantha Das. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Sir, first of all, I should like to protest that my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Misra, was chargt'd with insinuating, whereas what 
he did was that he simply quoted from books to show to the. House that tea 
planters formerly used to receive some kind of patronage from Govern- 
ment. That is what ho meant . . . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I should like to interrupt my Hon- 
What the Honourable Mefiiber said was that the sole 
reason why this proposal was introduced was because Government wanted 
to help the tea planters because they were British. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das; 1 suppose he read portions from books to 
support what he said and he meant that there was the idea of some 
patronage being shown to tea planters. 

Now, the Honourable the Finance Member said that there are also 
Indian planters. Yes, there are. It is on account of these Indian planters 
that 1 am pointing out that this income-tax is going to be raised from 
25 per cent to 50 per cent. British tea planters or let me say — I shall 
make no racial discrimination — the big tea planters have their tea growing 
department as well as the manufacturing department. Therefore it was 
quite probable that one could be very easily deceived or could not know 
what was the proper proportion of the agricultural produce to the manu- 
factured produce. 

Now the Indian planters are small* planters. Many of them, as far 
as I know, have not got a manufacturing department. {An Honourable 
Member: ** No.”) These small growers sell their raw leaves to the 
manufacturing planters. And when the sale price of manulacitured tea 
is known, the difference was easily found out and the proportion was 
easy to be fixed; it was foimd that more than 60 per cent, would 
be taxed. The manufactured portion of the tea produced by tea planters 
should be taxed and it should be at least 60 per cent. We have 
no objection to putting income-tax at least up to 50 per cent, of their 
income. (An Honourable Member: ** 76 per cent.**) I say at least 60 
per cent. It does not look straightforward or expedient for the Finance 
Member just to remove the export duty on tea when he finds either from the 
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Keport of the Cess Committee or some other report that income-tax on 
planters would be increased, when he came to know that their non-agri- 
cultui’al produce counts for more than 25 per cent. Now, what will be the 
effect? This income-tax will be at once transferred from the pockets of 
the foreign consumer as export dut;y' to the pockets of the Indian ct>n- 
sunier as increased price specially due to income-tax. These people 
who are going to pay enhanced tax wall raise the price and that money will 
be paid by the Indian consumer. 

vly Honourable friend Sir Basil Bhu*.kett has also contended that lea 
is not a monopoly of India like rice and jute. It is not a monopoly, but 
1 maintain and the Taxation Enquiry Commitiee say that it is a senii- 
monopoly at any rate^ Tea l)eing an article which is used for its quality 
and flavour, it doc^s not matter whether it is a complete monopoly or not. 

So it is said by the Taxation Committee and they ai^e an (^xpert l)ody. It 
has been proved by thim\ like this. From 39 per cent. Indian export has 
gone up to 49 ptT cent. The apprehension of the Fiscal Commission tlial 
in Australia Java is ousting the Indian tea is not a fact. The\ hav«* said 
it clearly Indian tea has a special quality and special flavour for which, 
Australians and others w’ant it, and the 4 per cent, that Java has gained 
is at the expense of the inferior tea w^hich used to come from China. As 
for Indian tea it has not suffered and cannot easily suffer from Java. We 
have another rival, namely, Ceylon. Ceylon lias an export duty w'hich is 
double the amount we have got and there is no reason why at this time, 
just when the Government is perhaps being forced somehow^ or other to 
be equitable, to levy a duty of 50 per cent, on the produce of the tea 
planter or tea producer, just at the same f.fme it will be thought of 
abolishing the export duty on tea. It wall be rather inexpedient now to 
abolish tlie export duty. At least I contend both these measures of tax- 
, ing and abolishing might have come at different times and on different 
occasions. This is a bad policy. This will only mean, as I have said, 
that the tax proposed will readily be taken from the pockets of the Indian 
consumer. Prices will remain all the same. The internal prices will 
never remain the same, for the planters will have a chance of perceiving 
directly that they are going to pay more. This wall have another serious 
effect, too. The small planters, the Indian producers perhaps that have 
not tlie means of manufacturing, raw tea leaves being a perishable com- 
modity, /.r., iiu article which cannot be kept for a long time, will simply 
sell their produce at the price dictated by the tea planters who are going 
to pay a higher income-tax. Thus the loss of revenue wall not only not 
give relief to our people, but is detrimental to their interests. On these 
grounds, T say. Sir, that this amendment should be supported, and I 
support it. (Honovrahle Members: ** 1 move that the question he now 
put.-) 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That in Part II of Schedule IT to the Bill amendment No. 2 be omitted.** 

The motion was negatived. 

Schedule II, as amended, w^as added to the Bill. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That Schedule III to the Bill do stand part of the Bill.** 

I propose to take amendment No. 63 first, then amendment No. 20. and 
"then amendment No. 21 . Mr. Mukhtar Singh. 


>2 
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Mr. Mukbtar Singji: Sir, 1 beg to move: 

That in Part lA cf Schedule III to the Bill the words * Hindu undivided' 
family ’ be omitted.** 

I consider, Sir, that nothing has injured more the system of Hindu undivided' 
families than this rule of assessment of income-tax. The joint Hindu 
feutnily. Sir, is a custom of very old days, and on account of this income- 
tax law being .enforced, Hindu undivided families are dividing amongst 
themselves. I admit, Sir, that there are blessings and there are misfortunes 
that have to be shared by the members of a joint Hindu family. But at 
any rate, Sir, when there is a presumption of the Hindu law that every 
family is a joint Hindu family, I cannot understand why the Hindu family 
is to be forced to divide on account of income-tax. The position is this, 
Sir. Suppose there are five brothers, everyone earning say Es. 1,000 a 
year. None of them earns an income which can be taxed, but as soon as 
th^ whole family is taken together, they are forced to pay an income-tax 
on Bs. 5,000. If they happen to be Muhammadans, if they happen to be 
Christians, then in that case every individual is to be taken separately. I 
would submit, Sir, that there should be no distinction on this point, an<|! 
that the words ‘‘Hindu undivided family’* should be deleted. With these 
few words, I beg to submit that my amendment should be carried. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, this small amendment will cost 
Es. 90 lakhs! I suggest the Honourable Member should withdraw it. 

Hr. President: The question is : 

** That in Part lA of Schedule III to the Bill the words ‘ Hindu undivided 
family * be omitted.** 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Sir, I move : 

“ That in Schedule III to the Bill for Part I the following be substituted : 


* Part I. 


Rates of Income-tax, 


A. In the case of every individual, Hindu undivided family, unregistered firm and. 
other association of individuals not being a registered firm or a company — 


(1) When the total income is less than Ks. 2,000 ... 

(2) When the total income is Rs. 2,000 or upwards, 

but is less than Rs. 5,000 

(3) When the total income is Rs. 5,000 or upwards, 

but is less than Rs. 10,000 

(4) When the total income is Rs. 10,000 or up- 

wards, but is less than Rs. 20,000 

(5) When the total income is R's. ^,000 or up- 

wards, but is less than Rs. 30,000 

(6) When the total income is Rs. 30,000 or up- 

wards, but is less than Rs. 40,000 

(7) When the total income is Rs. 40,000 or up- 

wards 


B. In the case of every company and registered firm, 
whatever its total income 


Rate. 

Nil. 

Three pies in the rupee. 

Four pies in the rupee. 

Seven pies in the rupee. 

Ten pies in the rupee. 

One anna and one pie in the 
rupee. 

One anna and four pies in 
the rupee. 

One anna and fohr pies iQ> 
the rupee *.** 
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Sir, the income-tax is a tax that is suppo^d to be levied from those 
who are in a position to pay the amount. The basis of assessment is the 
income of the previous year. Every care is taken to levy the tax on the 
profits ascertained or supposed to have been ascertained, but no provision is 
made with regard to the losses against profits of subsequent years. In 
England there was a Eoyal Commission .... 

fs^Lt this stage Mr. A. Eangaswami Iyengar sat in the seat of the 
Honourable the Finance Member. (Applause.) Sir Basil Blackett then 
sat in a seat at the back. (Applause.)] 

Sir Darcy Lindsay (Bengal : European) : May T ask the new Finance 
Member what this proposed reduction will cost to the country? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will explain later. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub .(Eohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Muham- 
madan Eural) : I hope the Honourable Member has calculated what will 
be the cost and will tell us the figure. 

Mr. President: That question need not trouble Honourable Members. 
Let the House proceed to discuss the question on its merits. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: I am much obliged to you, Sir, for the answer you 
gave. I was submitting that the Eoyal Commission in England made a 
recommendation as to how protection could be given with regard to losses. 
They laid down that if the assessment was on the basis of the income of the 
previous year, the loss might be set oS for a period of 6 years. There 
is no provision made for this anywhere either in the Act or in 
the Eules. That is one of the points on which I take exception to 
the income-tax and ask for a reduction. I may also submit to 
the Honourable Members of this House that this tax has been an oppressive 
one wherever it has been levied arbiti’arily without accepting the accounts 
produced before the Income-tax Collectors. Objections were taken on 
one ground or another, repudiating the genuineness of the accounts, putting 
the assessees to lots of trouble. T have known in this country, as well 
*as in Bunna, what a terror the Tncomc-tax Officer has become, his very 
name, his very appearance anywhere in the neighbourhood frightens people. 
(T^jaughter.) It is a matter no doubt for laughter, so far as the Finance 
IVfember is concerned, because the administration from the bottom up to 
the top, excluding just the topmost portion alone, is Indian. The officers 
whom the Finance Member employs are Indians and it is these gentle- 
men who do the whole business, and I submit the feeling amongst those 
who pay the tax is that their accounts are not juicepted generally, that 
whenever they produce their accounts, they are looked upon with suspicion. 
That is the real difficulty. So long as the law is in force no one should 
object to pay on the income ascertained; but even if it is not ascertained 
still it is levied. There is one class of persons from whom the tax is 
levied in this way. There are those whose income is shown in the accounts 
by way of book entries only. The money is not realised and there would 
be no prospect of realising it, yet upon that amount the tax is levied .... 

Maulvi Muhammad Yidcub: Does the Honourable Member propose 
that Indians should not be appointed in the Income-tax Department? 

, Mr. T. Prakasam : I am sorry I have given occasion for this observation 
from my Honourable friend.. Certainly not. I would rather suffer at the 
hands of Indians much more readily even if they should be committing 
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errors without knowing it, without knowing they were injuring the country- 
So, Sir, I submit this tax must be reduced to the scale I have given. I 
move this amendment. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, 1 do not think anybody can 
even look at a proposal for reduction of income-tax without feeling his 
mouth water if he is a payer of income-tax. I have very consiArabld 
sympathy with those who desire to see an improvement in the scales on 
which our income-tax is levied, but I think it is quite clear that the 
time has not yet arrived when we can usefully reopen the whole question 
of the scales fixed for the collection of the tax. If they are reopened I 
would suggest that we should be able to produce a rather more even scale 
than the one that is here put before us. But there is also another point. 
The Income-tax Department is a comparatively young one and new one in 
tljis country. It has earned high commendation from a good many observ- 
ers in receni years who have seen the improvement in its methods and in 
the effectiveness with which it collects its tax. And I do not think that 
it is true to say that its unpopularity is increasing, because I believe in the 
Punjab, for example, I have seen clear evidence that with a better under-» 
standing between the assessoes and the Income-tax Department relations 
have improved. (An Honourahle Member: '‘It is very unpopular in the 
Punjab’’), Eelations have improved. I do not suggest that the Income- 
tax Collector is ever the most popular person in the town, but I do suggest 
that there has been real improvement in the relations between the Income- 
tax Department and the assessees; and I should here like to pay a tribute 
to the devoted work of that Department in this respect — a Department 
which, as has been rightly said by my Honourable friend Mr. Prakasam, is 
very nearly entirely Indian. 

The unfortunate thing about this amendment is that it would cost 
us about 282 lakhs. You have suggested, Sir, that I should find the money 
from another source. The only one that jumps quickly to my head is 
that we might re-impose the cotton excise duty. That would still leave 
us short by about 50 lakhs, but as regards the other 50 lakhs I suppose we 
might have a special scale of income-tax for Members of the Legislature. 
That would not bring in very much, but I could put a few more suggestions 
if T were given time at the disposal of the House. 

Seriously speaking, I do not think T need demonstrate to the House 
that it is impossible for us to find this year 232 lakhs for the purpose of 
this amendment. I would add something in regard to one point Mr. 
Prakasam has mentioned, the inability of the income-tax authorities in all 
circumstances to accept accounts; T think that the time when we shall be 
in a position to reduce our income-tax rates will be hastened if assessees 
will make a habit of presenting true accounts and of realising that it is 
the duty of the income-tax authority to ascertain what their incomes are 
and not to accept an understatement from a large nimiber of assessees. I 
am fairly convinced that if we were collecting all the income-tax that is 
legally due under the law at the present time there would, possibly be 
enough additional revenue to meet this cut; but until that happy time 
arrives, and at any rate this year, I am afraid that I must reluctantly, Sir. 
oppose this amendment. 

Mr. President: Does Mr. Prakasam wish to put his amendment to the 
vote of the House or does he wish to withdraw it? 
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Mr. T, Prakasam: No, Sir, I do not withdraw it; I leaye it to you. 
Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in Schedule ITI to the Bill for Part I the following be substituted : 


‘ Part I. 


Bates of Income-tax, 

In the case of every individual, Hindu undivided family, unregistered firm and 
other association of individuals not being a registered firm or a company — 


(1) When the total income is less than Rs. 2,000 ... 

(2) When the total income is Rs. 2,000 or upwards, 

but is less than Rs. 6,000 

(3) When the total income is Rs. 5,000 or upwards, 

but is less than Rs. 10,000 

(4) When the total income is Rs. 10,000 or up- 

wards, but ih less than Rs. 20,000 

(5) When the total income is Rs. 20,000 or up- 

wards, but is Jess than Rs. 30,000 

(6) When the total income is Rs. 30,000 or up- 

wards, but is less than Rs. 40,000 

(7) When the total income is Rs. 40,000 or up- 

wards 

B. In tlie case of every company and registered firm, 
whatever its total income 


Rate. 

Nil. 

Three pies in the rupee. 

Four pies in the rupee 

Seven pies in the rupee. 

Ten pies in the rupee. 

One anna and one pie in the 
rupee. 

One anna and four pies in 
the rupee. 

One anna and four pies in- 
the rupee 


The motion was negatived. 


Mr. T. Prakasam: Sir, I move: 


“ That Part II of Schedule III to the Bill be omitted.” 

This Part II relates to super-tax. The super-tax was levied in 1917. 

Mr. B. Das: It is levied on the rich classes; why do you oppose it? 

Mr. T. Prakasam: My friend says that it is levied on the rich people 
and why do I oppose it ? I oppose it because on principle it is- a tax that 
should have been abolished soon after the exigency for levying it had ceased 
to exist. That is the principle. It was levied, Sir, not only in this country 
but in other countries also. It was levied in England as a war measiire 
and it was abolished. 


The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: No. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: It is not there now. I say that there is no reason 
for continuance of this tax merely because it is a tax that is levied on the 
rich people or merely bejcause it is levied from Englishmen or English firms 
who are doing business here. It does not matter in the least from whom it 
is levied. Is there any justification for the collection of this tax, for the 
continuance of this tax, merely because there are rich men? Is it to be 
said that a tax which has no justification should be continued as against 
them ? I submit, Sir, there is absolutely no reason for the continuance of 
this tax merely because the, people who happen to pay are rich men or 
people who are not Indians, who are carrying on business here with their 
capital. 
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The Etonouirahle Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, I find it difficult to understand 
just what the mentality of the Mover of this motion is in regard to this 
matter. He says that there is no particular reason why this tax should be 
continued to be levied. It brings in — or rather it did in 1925-26 — Es. 
7,62,688,790. It was not imposed as art^emergency measure, nor was it 
intended to be a temporary expedient. It is certainly not true that jbhe 
super-tax was imposed in England for war purposes because it was im^lfeed 
before the War; nor is it true that the super-tax in England has been 
abolished* since the War, because, as Sir Victor Sassoon was just about to 
tell us, it still continues. But what seriously is the point of view of the 
Honourable Member w^ho has moved this amendment ? He says that there 
is no reason, now the emergency is over, to continue this tax. Does he 
realise that one of the effects of the War has been to increase all prices by 
something like 50 per cent. ? We need 60 per cent, more at least to pay for 
the same services that we were paying for before the War. This incidentally 
is the answer to a point made by Mr. Aney this morning with reference to 
the question of the Post Office. Postal rates before the War were depen- 
dent to a very lar^j ' extent on the fact of low cost^f living and the low* 
index number. The cost of living and the index number were both going 
up before the War and since then they have gone up very largely and to 
say that the emergency has gone by, when prices are at least 50 per cent, 
higher than they were before the War, is really an arguhient which I think 
on cbnsideration Mr. Aney at any rate will recognise as not entirely valid. 
But the Honourable Member who has rnoved this amendment seems to 
think that the Government can carry on in the absence of income altogether. 
It would be a very happy state of affairs : I do not quite know whether it 
is equally happy that Government should try to carry on in the absence of 
expenditure . . . 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Before 1860 Government was carried on without any 
income-tax. 


The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Before the Magna Cliarta Govern- 
ment was carried on without any Parliament. We are improving on both 
these arrangements even in India. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners Association : Indian Commerce) : 
Sir, I do feci, though I am one of those unfortimate beings that have 
to pay super-tax, that the Einance Member is right in objecting to this 
amendment for the abolition of all super-tax. But there is one of the 
various items down here where, I think, a case might have been made 
out for abolition, and that is the case of super-tax on companies. When 
these companies pay their dividends, the individuals who receive those 
dividends will of course be liable to pay the ordinary rates of super-tax, 
but to make a company pay super-tax is, I think, a mistake, and where my 
Honourable friend Mr. Prakasam was probably a little at sea was when 
he referred to what happened in England. What did happen in England 
was that there was during the war a super-tax on companies, a corporation 
tax, which now no longer exists. There is one very good reason why we 
should be very pleased if the Finance Member could see his way 
to give up this tax, and that is, that the fact that you have a super-tax 
on companies and the fact that this tax can become a double tax where 
one company holds shares in another company means in effect that you 
have not got companies in this country which are very useful and which 
are known as Trust Companies. A Trust Company at Home holds shares 
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4n various other cjompanies including Government paper and bo on. These 
Trust companies perform a very useful duty, because an investor invest- 
ing in such companies knows that his investment is spread over a number 
of various classes of securities. He does not have to say " I will invest 
so much of my money in Government paper, so much in debentures and 
so much in ordinary shares He knows that that will be done by a 
BoaC#' of Directors who understand the movements of companies much 
better than he does. But the reason why he will not invest in a company 
in this country is that in every case, where the original company's shares 
are held by the Trust Companies, that company pays the anna in the 
rupee as super-tax, and again on that same dividend the Trust Company 
pays another anna in the rupee. I think, therefore, it will be very advan- 
tageous for instilling thrift in this countrj^ if that tax were abolished as is 
the case in England, and I do put that forward to the Finance Member in 
the hope that he will give it his serious consideration. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That Part II of Schedule III to the Bill be omitted.** 

The motion was negatived. 

Schedule III was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, 1 rise to move that the Bill, 
as amended, be passed. 

I do not propose to trespass on the indulgence of the House which has 
had a hard and long day and has made good progress on which, I am 
sure. Sir, you will be able to congratulate us as you did yesterday. But 
I have to say just one thing in regard to the effect of the amendments that 
have been carried. When the proposal to reduce the salt tax to 10 annas 
a maund was under discussiop yesterday, I stated that the coat would be 
312 lakhs. That, Sir, was an estimate of the total cost in a full year of 
the reduction of the salt duly to that figure. The recurrent cost will be 
approximately 312 lakhs. But to a certain extent salt is issued on credit 
and there is a certain amount of salt which has been issued on credit since 
the 1st of October 1926, which will be duo to be paid for during the first 
half of 1927-28 on which we shall receive the higher tax, assuming that 
the duty is reduced to 10 annas. I have not had time to make any close 
calculation of what that would be, but I think that the House may take it 
that the total cost would be something under 3 crores, how much I am not 
in a position to say, but not a very great deal. In addition to that loss. 
Sir, I have gained on the round-abouts, not as much as the loss on the 
swings, but a sum of about 9 lakhs, with powerful aid from an unexpected 
quarter. The net result is that, instead of a surplus of 364 lakhs, which 
was the figure in the budget speech, we have a surplus of something rather 
under a crore. I cannot give the exact figure because I have not got 
details as to the credit sales of salt. We have at present a surplus of 
something under a crore. Obviously, if that decision stands, our whole pro- 
posals in regard to provincial contributions require complete reconsider- 
ation. We shall have less than a crore of surplus, probably less than a 
crore of surplus, and Sir, only about half a crore of recurrent surplus 
because part of the proceeds of the salt tax will be non-reourrent and 
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the loss of the salt tax will be greater a year later. We are, therefore,, 
not in a position clearly to do more in the nature of permanent reduction 
of the provincial contributions than at the most about a crore. In those 
circumstances, the proposal of the Government of India specially to apply 
the realised surplus of 1926-27 obviously is no longer justified by the fecial 
reason which made the Government put it forward, namely, that it Enabled 
them to make a clean sweep of the provincial contributions this year. I 
do not propose, therefore. Sir, at present to move the Demand for a 
Supplementary Grant dealing with the realised surplus ol this year, if 
the position remains as it is at present. In that event I think that it will 
be unnecessary to move that grant. It has however been brought to my 
notice from many quarters in this House and elsewhere that a locus 
poenitentiae is desired by at any rate a considerable proportion of those who 
voted for the reduction of the salt duty yesterday. (Cfies of “ No, no.*') 

'S quite understand my friend from Bihar and Orissa feeling that he has 
led the rest of the Assembly by the nose because he has no interest what- 
ever in provincial contributions and he has done his best for his constitu- 
ency, but I doubt if my friend Lala Lajpat Kai will be able to persuade 
the Punjab electorate that he has no responsibility for his action yesterday. 

I doubt if all the Members from Bombay, Mr. Jayakar, for example, is 
entirely happy in the position in which he has placed the Bombay Govern- 
ment and possibly there are oven Members from Bengal who do not like 
the idea of their contribution being started again next year. In view of 
these diihculties, and of the natural desire of some M^ras Members to 
stay over next week so as not to face their constituents in Madras it is 
probable that an opportunity may arise, but that depends on the action 
taken in another place — for reconsideration of this matter at a later stage. 

I have nothing more, Sir, to say in regard to that point and I now pro- 
ceed to move that this Bill be passed, as amended. 

Mr. President: Motion moved: 

“ That the Bill, as amended, be now passed.” 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Kohilkund and Kumaon Divisions: Non-Mu- 
hammadan Rural): Sir, I rise to oppose this motion, and in doing so, 
at the very outset I take my stand on the well-known principle “ No 
taxation wdthout representation (Laughter on Government Benches.) 
Sir, I find the oflBcial Members laughing away {An Honourable Member : 

" And running away/') when T refer to the maxim “ No taxation with- 
out representation I also see the official benches emptying themselves, 
Sir Alexander Muddiman, the Home Member, leading in the walk-out. 
This show^, Sir, that the Leader of the House is very much frightened by 
the phrase “ No taxation without representation But behind it is p 
very important message for the people of this country. Behind that 
phrstse is a very tremendous feeling which is of no small consequence in 
this country. That feeling, Sir, was given expression to in this House 
and outside" this House. That feeling, Sir, was given expression to when 
there was an India-wide movement of non-co-operation whose immediate 
objective was non-payment of taxes with a view* to bring this Government 
. down on its knees. Sir, if the movement has for a while subsided, it 
should not be imagined by the Government that a movement of that kind 
cannot come into existence again. (Laughter.) (At this stage the Honour- 
able Sir Alexander Muddiman came back into the House.) Sir, I am glad: 
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that the Honourable the Home Member has come back^at a ratKer appro* 
priate part of my speech. (Laughter.) I was referring to the going down of 
the non-co-operation movement and the Honourable Member has cheerfully 
come forward and I am telling him that if the movement has gone down 
for a while, it should not be imagined that the people wdll not rise once 
again and fight the attitude that the Government have been taking. Sir, 
the Government have been taking an attitude which cannot be described 
in ^ords which I should use in this House. I believe the other day the 
Honourable the Home Mernber did not like a particular phrase that I 
used. I do not want to use that phrase, for I know phrases cannot describe 
the attitude that the Government have taken towards the repeated demands 
which have been put by the people from this side of the House. The 
Honourable Member was not the Home Member then. He was the 
iVesident of “ the other place when the Swarajists came to this House 
and presented the national demand. That demand, Sir, had the support 
of every section of the people in this House. That demand w’as supported 
even by my friend Diwan Bahadur Rangachariar. That demand was 
for a Round 'I'able Conference. Later on we presented another national 
demand. That demand w^nt into details. We said, Give us so much 
so far as the provinces are concerned.** We said, “ Give us so much so 
far as th(* Central Government is concerned.** And w^e conceded — very 
wrongly in my opinion as I said at that time — we conceded that Foreign 
Affairs and Army and Native States shall still continue to be under the 
jurisdiction of the Governor General. We were introducing a kind of 
dyarchy as a transitional stage in the Central Government. Sir, to this 
moderate proposition, the Swarajists in tliis House most deliberately gave 
their support. Lord Birkenhead from his place in the House of Lords said 
at the time that he was speaking not only for himself but for all sections, 
for all parties in England. Even so, the Leader of the Swaraj Party, 
w'hich is the Congress Party to-day could truly say : that he was speaking 
for every section in this House and in the country as a whole. 

6 p.M. (Toveriiment have not chosen to listen to wbiat the people 

had to say. Every statement of Lord Reading and of his successor, rf Lord 
Birkenhead, and of the Home Member in this House — every statement 
has been a bold defiant “No** to the people’s wishes. We have read the 
speech, the latest speech of Lord Birkenhead, and that la a speech which 
no Secretary of State who wants to make peace with the people of India 
would have made. He wanted “fidelity and friendship** — “fidelHy to the 
bond.’* I do not know how His Lordship can illustrate the lack of faith- 
fuln^'ss of the political leaders. I do not know what authority Lord 
Birkenhead had to doubt the fidelity of the Indian people. As I have 
repeatedly mentioned in this House, the Sw'arajists, the non-co-operators, 
came to this House and went to the other Legislatures and took the oath 
of allegiance to the King of England. Was that, not fidelity to the bohd? 
Sir. TiOrd Birkenhead perhaps understands his own language better 
than we aliens. But from my humble knowledge of the English language 
I enn say that there could not be a better demonstration of fidelity to the 
bond than coming to this House and taking the oath of allegiance to the 
King Emperor and his heirs and successors, unresponsive tho^h they are 
to whatever we do. But Lord Birkenhead again asks for friendship and 
fidelity to the bond. What does His Lordship mean by that? What does 
he mean by assuming an attitude of intransigeance ? Non-co-operation is 
on the other side, co-operation on this side — call it responsive or something 
else. The verj^^ presence of people in this House is an act of oo-operatiqU., 
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I)ut Goverument have been spurning their co-operation. Then they say, 
they want friendship. Do they mean by friendship crawling like snakes 
on their stomachs? Is that the kind of friendship they want? Do the^ 
want the people to come on their bended knees before Government? Do 
they want that we should become — do not want to use that phrase — 
bootlickers of the bureaucracy? (Some Honourable Member: “ Shoe.*') 
Is that what Lord Birkenhead wants? Did Honourable Members on the 
other side say shoelickers. (Some Honourable Members: No.**) Is that 
what they want? If that is what they want, we will have no other policy, 
no other alternative than to go on saying, “ No, no,’* to the British Gov- 
ernment. I had a conversation with Colonel Wedgewood some time 
before he became a Member of the British Cabinet and he was asking me 
why we were so unhappy and resented British rule so much. I told him, 
though I did not ask him to mention it in the newspapers, but still I am 
gla^ he ha.8 felt the subject important enough to mention it in the papers — 

I told him, ** Well. Colonel, can you imagine the undergraduates of Cam- 
bridge being asked by a Commander or a Colonel to walk in the sun 14^ 
or 15 miles with luggage on their heads?’^ '‘'No”, said he, ” I cannot 
conceive of it.** I said, “That is exactly what has happened in the Punjab.** 
Students of a college in the Punjab — of the Dayanand High School or 
Dayanand College in the Punjab, — were asked to walk 14 or 15 miles 
with luggage on their heads in the hot sun and there was not one student 
to come fomard and say “No** to the Commander. The British rule in 
India has been so scientifically perfect, the British rule has carried out 
the policy of all foreign Governments making the people too humble, 
making the people too polfte, making the people loo much co-operationist, 
too loyal and ancemic so much so that not one student would come 
forward and say “No” to the British officer who ordered them to march 
in the sun with a view to terrorise or humiliate them. According to Lord 
Birkenhead, that policy must go on; we must dot the i*s and cross the 
t*s of the Government. We must accept >5ir Alexander Muddiman's 
document jiving us some kind of little phrasy alterations here and there 
in the Reforms and then we must take it as humble servants with great 
adoration, with great admiration for our “ masters *’ and say “ Wliat shall 
we take from you next and when ’*. Is that the attitude that the Govern- 
ment expect of us ? 

Sir, repeatedly we have come to this House and repeatedly we have 
presented the National Demand. Government know that non-co-operation 
is not in existence. They feared some other movement might be launched 
and what did they do? They put in prison the Swarajists of Bengal. 
When we asked for bread, I said the other day, you gave us chaff. Some- 
body interjected “stones**. I said “serpents**, the Honourable the Home 
Member resented the use of that expression. I do not want to repeat the 
expression “stinging serpents*’, but T would ask the Honourable the Home 
Member to exchange his comfortable seat in the Benches opposite to the 
marshes of Mandalay, to the mosquito-inhabited jails of Mandalay and then 
he will understand whether those mosquitoes are not stinging those poor 
people almost like serpents. I do not want to use an expression which 
would offend the Honourable the Home Member, but it is my conviction 
that the Honourable the Home Member does not represent the British 
Government in India. He represents it in his capacity as' the Home Mem- 
ber, blit I am of opinion, Sir Alexander Muddiman is too good a gentleman to 
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understand the awful capacities for oppression of the system of which ho 
happens to be the head so far as this House is concerned. Sir, the state- 
ngient that he made the other day regarding the Bengal internees is a state- 
ment which has been repudiated by the whole country. The newspapers 
in this country have very strongly condemned the attitude of the Govern- 
ment in regfi^rd to the political prisoners of Bengal. Certain supplementary 
questions were put and answers were given, but not satisfactory answers.. 
We said “Put on trial those gentlemen whom you have put in prison; produce 
the documents that you have against them*’, but the Government would, 
non-co-operate. They would not give us the right of even the commonest 
murderer, of even the worst class of dacoits. They will not give us the 
right to defend ourselves in a court of law. They will not give these men 
the right of free men. According to English jurisprudence a man who is 
not proved to be guilty is innocent. These men have not been proved to 
be guilty and therefore they are innocent. One of those men has been 
elected to this* House — Mr. Satyendra Mitra. The power of the Govern-, 
ment and the resources of the Government have denied him admission to 
this House and the (opportunity to discharge his duties as a Member of this 
House. His constituents have elected him as a Member of tKis House. 
Government give you power with one hand, though I do not think there is 
much power under the Ileforms Act, and they take away that power at 
their own will and pleasure with the other hand. That is exactly what 
they have done in the case of the detenu who has been elected to this 
Assembly. The power given ‘to his constituents under the Montagu Act 
is said to be a real power and yet this gentleman cannot represent his con- 
stituency in this House. When we say *'Try or release the internees", the 
Home Member says, “No, we shall transfer them to their vilfages and then 
keep them under surveillance” — ^that is to say, from a smaller prison to a- 
bigger prison. Is this ihe kind of justice that the British Government are 
going to give to our people? Is it the kind of justice that they are going to 
show, and is it for this that Lord Birkenhead exclaims, “fidelity, friend- 
ship”. How can there be friendship with people w^ho are treating us as 
enemies? And still, slaves ns w'e are — for, Sir, this House is nothing more 
and nothing less than a House of slaves (Hear, hear) ; we have come 
here and taken the oath of allegiance to the King of England 
and demonstrated all the friendship of which Indians and Indian 
representatives are capable, and that act of friendship is trampled 
under foot, and from his place Lord Birkenhead shakes his' gory 
claws. (Laughter.) He is shaking his mane, that great British 
lion. (liaughter.) Will the Honourable the Home Member explain 
what more act of friendship the British bureaucracy expects of us? Does 
he want us to kneel before him, to kneel before the Viceroy, to kneel before 
Lord Birkenhead? If that is what they want, I arn afraid they are asking 
for too much. Even a worm that is trampled can turn, yea. even a nation 
of trampled worms' can turn ; even Indians can be goaded to revolution. 
But, Sir. we do not want revolution, because we want to live in this country. 
Englishmen can clear out of this country, just as the Romans cleared out 
of Britain (Laughter), but we have got to live and die here, and that is 
why we do not want a revolution, because we know the awful consequences 
pf a revolution. But the Government which has no sense of responsibility 
is goading us on to revolution. 

Rir, all that Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya ujged before this House 
in' 1924 18 applicable to-day for the rejection of the Finance Bill. Nq bettpr 
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speech, Sir, bus been delivered on this important question for many years; 
and. Sir, I think I must go through that speech aspect by aspect and 
discuss it thoroughly. Sir, as this is an important question, I hope the 
House will be indulgent, and I propose to take at least three hours on it. 
(Laughter.) (Mr. K. Ahmed: “ But Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya has 
changed his ideas nOw, has he not?**) My friend, Mr. K. Ahmed, says, 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya has changed his ideas. Apparently, the 
Honourable gentleman is in the confidence of Pandit ji. But I was present, 
Sir, at a terrific public meeting held in !my constituency, a mass meeting 
of thousands of people, twenty-thousand or more, when Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya delivered one of those historic, one of those wonderful, 
one of those inspiring speeches against the Swaraj Party (Laughter) ; and in 
that wonderful speech, Panditji contradicted a statement, I believe very 
correctly, a statement whicli I had made at Bijnor where I had the honour 
of Addressing a meetirig. And he said, “Mr. Ranga Iyer says that I have 
been a party to the voting for the Finance Bill. No. I was never a party 
to the voting for the Finance Bill*’; and, Sir, in this House I must say* 
that Panditji has never been a party to the voting for the Finance Bill. 
And, Sir, who that remembers that wonderful peroration of his, that speech 
moving the rejection of the Finance Bill, can feel that he would ever be a 
party to its passing until the circumstances which necessitated his making 
that wonderful speech completely changed? Sir, in that beautiful perora- 
tion, Panditji said — and his words will bo remembered for many years by 
generations unborn (Laughter) : 

“ Here we have got an Executive Governmeut controlling the destinies of India. 
We are an elected majority in this House, but the appointments to the Executive 
Government are not made after consulting the Assembly. The Members who sit on 
the Government Benches are entirely independent. They may insult us.” 

That is exactly what they have been doing; they have been insulting us 
day after day. Every moment, every hour that they sit there is an insult 
to us, is a denial to us of our right. (At this -Htage some Members on the 
Olficial Benches happened to leave their seats.) (Mr. Chaman Lall : “Sir, I 
hope the walk-out is going to be permanent.*’) (Loud Laughter.) If we can 
go, and take their places, in that case, (Laughter), as Ministers of a free 
country, say England, I can then understand the posilion. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Come along, come along. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: You are as much a slave as we are. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Again they use their nominated block, they use 
their official position, to defeat us. The non-official majority which this 
House is supposed to be endowed with under these mock Reforms is a 
mockery, for, when Resolutions are passed by this House — and I shall place 
before you a number of Resolutions that we have passed if Honourable 
Members doubt the statement — numerous Resolutions have been passed in 
this House and every important Resolution has been passed on. Sir, into 
the waste-paper basket. 

Mr. Pt^sident: I think the Honourable Member might continue after 
breakfast to-morrow morning. The House now* stands adjourned till 10 
O'clock, to-morrow morning. 

The Assembly then adjourned til) Ten of the Clock on Thursday, the 
24th March, 1927. 
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Th€ Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House 
at Ten .of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 

SHOET NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWEE. 

Dangerous Condition oe the Assembly Chamber, New Delhi. 

Hr. B. Das: (a) Will the Honourable Member in charge of New Delhi 
^Construction, be pleased to inform the House what conclusion the Govern- 
ment reached after the examination of the ceiling of the Assembly Cham- 
ber by their experts as to the dangerous condition of the Assembly Cham- 
h&p. 

(b) Will the Honourable Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the findings of that body of experts for the information of the House? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Sir, I have not yet 
received the report of the expert. 

Mr. A. Bangaswaxnl Iyengar: May I know. Sir, what are the temporary 
arrangements that are being made to protect the lives and safety of the 
Members of this House? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: If the Honourable Member 
will kindly look up, he will see whfit steps have already been taken. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: I want to know if there is something be- 
hind thati^ 

Sir Victor Sassoon: Is there any truth in the nmiour that the danger 
of this building is the cause of this very sparse attendance this morning? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: T do not know, Sir. 

ELECTION or THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President: I have lo announce tliat the following Members have 
been elected to the Standing Finance Committee for the financial year 
1927-28: 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyiun, 

Mr. G. Sarvotham Eaoi 
Mr. M. S. Sesha Ayyangar, 

Mr. W. A. Moore, 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi, 

Sir Darcy Lindsay, 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy, 

Sardar Gulab Singh, 

Mr. K. C. Neogyv 
Diwan Chaman Lal^^'" 

Mian Mohammad Shah Nawaz, 

Mr Gaya Prasad Singh, 

Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, and 

Haji Chaudhury Mohammad Ismail Khan. 

( 2679 ) 
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Mr. President: The House will now resume the further consideration 
of the motion that the Finance Bill, as amended, be pasrsed. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Ilohilkimd and Kiunaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
m^au Eural): Sir, I said in my yesterdays speech that I will take the 
principal aspects of Pandit Malaviya’s really good speech on# the rejection 
of the Finance Bill in 1924. Sir, in that historic debate, the leading 
Membei*s of this House took part, and the Finance Bill was rejected. An 
the observations that the Pandit made on that occasion are applicable to 
. the debate io-day, perhaps the observations are more applicable to the 
situation with which we are faced to-day than it was then. Sir, the Pandit 
dwelt on various aspects, the political aspect, the economic aspect, the 
commercial aspect, and also the moral aspect. He said that we could not 
lend our moral supporti to the maintenance of this administration. He also 
referred, Sir, to the British rule from its beginning in this country. 

^ When you wore one of us, in your own inimitable style, speaking in the 
year 1924, on the 10th jMarcli 1924, Sir, you said, in reply to those who 
considered that the step that we were taking was an extreme one, that: 

# 

" it might be an extreme step, hut that was the only step tha^ we could take as 
constitutionalists under tlio power given to us under the constitution." 

And you said, Sir, 

** So, the sole question for this House now to consider is whether the circumstances 
justifying this House 'in taking this extreme step have come into being. We are, 
Sir, under British rule for the last 150 years. There are certain tragic facts which 
it is necessary for us to take note of. Tt may or it may not be that the British 
Government are or are not respon.<iible for those tragic facts. But the fact remains 
that^ the British Government have not been able to prevent the occurrences of these 
tragic facts. And what are those facts? The average income of an individual in India 
hardly $2, annually or Rs. 30." 

So this, is a stutcinent which the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett, always 
vigilant, when he is not in agreement with us, always ready to come for- 
ward and say that he is ready to protect the p(x>r, said “It is a tragic rnis- 
staiement“. Then, Sir, you said, “It is a misstatement? Will you *tell 
me how much of it is? ’ and he said “No”, and “No” is a very conve- 
nient way of getting over the very difficult question that you put straight 
to the Finance Member. Then you continued : 

We have repeatedly told the Government to estimate the annual average income 
of an individual. Tliey will not face or undertake such an inquiry. And the official 
or semi-officifils as well as the non-official estimates taken in years gone by prove con- 
clusively that the average annual income is Rs. 30 or thereabouts." 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett then said “No”. 

" Then again," 

you continued, because “No^ is not an answer, but a mere contradic- 
tion, — 

"then again, Sir, millions of people in this country live on one meal per day. 
Millions die of pestilence, plague, cholera, all sorts of diseases. In I9l8-~I do not 
remember the year— 6 millions of my countrymen died 3 iwonths owing to influenza 
alone.*' * ■ 

Then as to-day, Sir, millions of people in this country do not know what 
a full meal ia. They fall easy victims to diseases because their resisting 
capacity is so low. In 1918, you recalled how about six millions of our 
countrymen died in three months owing to an influenza epidemic, because 
their vitality was so low. If only the money that is speniy on the costly 
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maintenance of a foreign Government — and all European critics, including 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, have admitted that ft is inevitable that foreign 
• Governments should be costly, — ^if part of that costly administration went 
to improving the conditions o*f the people, Sir, their vitality would be 
better, their capacity to resist diseases would be increased and there might 
hot be this tragic state of things. It is not a tragic fancy but a tra^c 
reality. Of course, the Goveniment have asked: '‘Is this the fault of the 
Government?*’ But your answer when you were amongst us may be 
quoted : 

** These are tragic facts which I want the House to note. I do not lay them all 
at the door of the British Government. But what I do maintain is this that the 
British Government, after 150 years of their rule in India, have not been able to 
prevent the occurrence •)f these facts. It is under their rule that these things have 
occurred. Take education. After 150 years of British rule, 5 per cent, of the popula- 
tion know how to read and write.*’ 

Sir, ifc has been part of the' policy of the British Government, it has been 
part of their calculated policy not to educate tho people, not to educate 
them on rational or national lines but to educate them only for the purpose 
of creating a class of clerks and props and dependents of an alien Govern- 
ment. Sir, anyone who has read the various despatches, the various com- 
munications. the various documents bearing on the special nature of the 
first purpose with which education was introduced into this country will 
realise iliat. And to-day the first-class co-operators of this Government 
are English educated men and the Government are ^lot interested in spread- 
ing education among the masses, in making mass educed ion a reality 
making it free and compulsory only because tlu'v are not interested in 
rousing the millions to a sense of their rights and wrongs. 

I was referring to Pandit Madau Mohan IMalaviya’s speech. Another 
aspect which Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya laid before this House was 
in relation io the Sikh prisoners. He said. Sir, — and the question was 
raised the other day in the Punjab Legislative Council — in 1924 he said — 
and unfortunately it- is all true even to-day — he said; 

“ We Iiave asked for tlie release of political prisoners, but the Government have 
not yet responded.” 

and he went on to say : 

” The House recommended the other day the release of Sardur Kharak Singh. We 
have not yet heard >vhat decision the Government have arrived at in the matter; but 
la© is not the only person about whom we arc anxious. Tliere are numerous persons, 
respectable and innocent persons, who are unjustly undergoing imprisonment, while 
Ave are having our dinners and our parties, and holding our receptions and enjoying 
life. It fills me with grief, it fills me with a sense of shame, that we should be unable 
to save our fellow men from this indignity and hardship; it fills me with a sense .of 
grief that we should be unable to per.suade this Government which have invited us 
to represent the people here, to adopt tlie right course in relation to these gentlemen 
who are unjustly undergoing imprisonment.’” 

I refer, Sir, to Sardar Kharak Singh, and it is a great shame that Sardar 
Kharak Singh should even to-day continue in jail. This is so far ae the 
liberty of the subject in Brjtish India is concemed. But the Pandit alq p 
referred to a policy of bullying in regard to the Indian States the rulers (k ' 
which are fast losing every confidence in the Government. For 
mstance he referred to the general situation arising out of the deposition <rf ' 
His Highness the Maharaja of Nabha. 

Or?o pf the patrjot-princjes of India, His Highness put up a st^d-jip 
fight against the manner jn which the British Government, bad been 
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the Princes of India. His^PQghness, who took up a strong patriotic atti- 
tude, has been deposed. All kinds of militarist pressure were brought to 
Wr on him and thus the deposition of the Prince was brought about. 
Sir, that is the British record of tragic maladministration which is visible* 
always in the Government's dealings with Native States. Sir, the Native 
States have been regarded as a buffer between the people and the bureau- 
cracy. The time has come when the Government must satisfy public 
opinion by a reconsideration of the whole case of the Nabha deposition and 
a reconsideration of the entire constitution relating to the administration 
of the Native States and Government's dealings with regard to Native 
States. Sir, there is a very deep-rooted feeling in the public mind that a 
Very grave injustice was done when His Highness the Maharaja was forced 
to abdicate. I say ‘‘forced'to abdicate" because the idea that the abdica- 
tion was in any way voluntary is a gross misrepresentation of the actual cir- 
cumstances. Everyone now knows that this much-harassed Prince waa 
forced to sign the abdication papers at the point of the pistol as much as 
the enforced abdication of the Tsar of the Kussias. Sir, the real reason 
for this enforced abdication of an enlightened and cultured ruler was that 
he was a patriot. I can place before Honourable Members a document print- 
ed by a distinguished lawyer of His Highness in an Allahabad press, relating 
to *.h(* eorrc^spondonce between the Maharaja of Nabha and the Foreign' 
and Poliiicnl Hepartn^ent. This eoiTospondence reveals how cruelly 
manacled our Princes are. 

Mr. K Ahmed (Rajshahi Division: Muhammadan Rural): Is that a 
subject for the Assembly to deal with? 

Hr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer; It is entirely a subject for the Assembly to deal 
with. It is a subject which deals with the maladministration of Govern- 
ment. It is a subject which is really the crux of the entire situation in 
this country. Princes are put between us and the Government. The 
Government want buffers just as the Frontier Province is a buffer 
State between India and . the Bolsheviks or countries which have a 
tendency to be Bolshevik — ^we have all heard of the Russian bogey — 
just as the frontier province is a buffer between India and the out- 
side world of which the English rulers are afraid, even so within they have 
erected this diabolical buffer. Yes, the Native States are a block in the 
way of Indian progress. You bring in the Native States to impede us in 
our march Sir, Mr. Kabeerud-Din Ahmed can easily be taken into these 
tragic relations into which the Native States and the British people were 
about to be brought by a former Viceroy. But I shall proce^ with the 
simple mal-treatment of a patriot Prince such as the mal-treatment of the 
Maharaja of Nabha. If the Maharaja was not a patriot, if he was not 
trusted by the people, if he did not stand up for the rights of the people^ 
then he would not have been deposed. The real reason for this enforced 
abdication of an enlightened and cultured ruler was not maladministration 
of his State, oppression of his subjects, judicial corruption or a “sovereign" 
offence against a neighbouring Princo of the Punjabi but the fact that from 
his earliest days, even before he ascended the Gadi, he was a man of in- 
dependent character who could not abide the petty tyranny of British 
ofBcials, and was not ashamed or afraid to exhibit his sturdy nationalism. 

Hr, K. Ahmed : The Finance Bill Kaa nothing to do with it. 

Hr. Presideiit; Honourable Member neied not take smy notice of’ 
these interrupticus. 
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Mx. 0. 8. Bai^[alyer: Well, Sir, I bow to your ruling; but when this 
■specific question was raised, you yourself told us that - we had every 
light .... 

Mr. President: No one has taken objection: why does the Honourable 
Member try to justify? 

Mi. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: I thank you, Sir, for not having taken any ob' 
jection. Judging from this one matter alone, all I would like to say is 
that the administration of the Government is not satisfactory. It is not 
satisfactory either for the people who are in British India or for the Princes 
who are not in British India. Perhaps there is not one of us who has been 
treated in a more shabby manner than the Maharaja of Nabha and it is 
for the Government to reconsider their attitude. 

Pandit Malaviya said in 1924: 

** The question of the Sikh prisoners looms large, 

Sardar Kharak Singh is a non-violent man. He has been suffering and 
facing much ordeal in the prison. Sir, for days he was almost naked in 
the cells. He was asked to remove the turban on his head. He was not 
allowed to wear a turban that was suitable to him. He was not given a 
Gandhi cap. What was the point. Sir, in oppressing a political prisone?: 
in that manner? Then again, Sir, in this House we passed a Resolution 
on the release of the prisoners and on the bringing back to India of the 
exiles. Sir, it is veiy unfortunate that the Government have not given 
effect to that Resolution. That Resolution, which was moved by my Mend 
Maulvi Muhammad Shafee, ran thus: 

This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that he be 
pleased (u)^ to order the unconditional release of all such convicted or under-trial 
political prisoners in Indian jails as have not been held guilty or charged with any 
act of violence, and all political detenus whose trial in a court of law is not contem- 
plated; (6) to order the release of all other political prisoners convicted or under 
trial, provided that a Committee consi.sting of 2 Members elected by the Legislative 
Assembly and 2 members nominated by the Government recommend their release . . . 

No such Committee has been appointed. As we have no such Committee 
appointed no wonder they still continue to rot in prison, 

‘‘and (c) to allow the return to their homes of all Indian exiles in foreign countries 
who are supposed to have been concerned in revolutionary movements in order to secure 
freedom for India, on such reasonable and honourable terms as the Government mav 
think fit to impose.*’ ^ 

Sir the Assembly took a reasonable attitude, in my opinion a much too 
reasonable attitude, in my opinion a much too cringing attitude, in my 
opinion a much too moderate attitude. Instead of asking for the uncondi- 
tional release of these exiles, they said, “ On such reasonable and honour- 
able terms as the Government may think fit to impose.** Have those 
reasonable and honourable terms been given to these exiles? Sir, even in 
Ireland where there was a bloody revolution where the British officers were 
shot, even there the Government took up a very conciliatory attitude. Did 
not the Government, did not His Majesty *s Ministers, shake hands wijbh 
the people whom their newspapers, my friend Mr. Donovan will say ve0 
wrongly represented as men whose hands were stained with blood? Men 
like Michael Collins were represented by the British newspapers as men 
whose hands were stained with blood. Sometimes even Mr Arthur 
Griffith was represented like that, a phrase which Irish Members in thii 
House of the type of Mr. Donovan could not like .... 
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ikr. J. T. Donoran (Bengal : Nominated Ofi&cial) : Oi; a ppint, of per- 
sonal explanation, Sir. I do not think that I ever referred to Mr. Arthur 
Griffith in this House. 

Mr. President: Never mind, Mr. Donovan. Go on, Mr. Eanga Iyer.' 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Ij^er: I thought, Sir, that he might not. like, that he 
did not like English newspapers referring to his own countrymen in that 
crjtal manner, to great leaders of his own country. The fact is that there 
wae a bloody re vohition. Michael Collins was the Commander-in-Ghief of. 
Eepublican Ireland and how did the English treat them? The Irish 
leaders were insisted to a Eound Table Conference in Downing Street. 
They came in His Majesty’s saloon to England to settle the Irish question, 
and the Irish question is to-day a settled fact. Do Englishmen want that 
wo should also pass tlirough the same stages of a blood-bath of revolution, 
of shooting Englisliuu'n in this country? Sir, we are more of constitu- 
tionalists. Otherwise, we would not have come to this House. Mr. 
flatycndra Chandra Mitra himself is a constitutionalist. Otherwise he 
would not have agreed to come to this House and take the oath of allegi- 
an(*o to the King of England. Do Government w’ant to spurn everything 
th.at the constitutionalists ask for? Do they want to encourage a revolu- 
tionary movement in iliis (country? Do they think that Indians cannot 
be irritated and driven to a revolution? Do they think that by shooting 
Englishmen alone, by throwing bombs on them alone, by destroying them 
alone, they will yield? We do not w'ant that. Sir, we are a nation which 
loves non-violence. ('‘Hear, hear.”) That is why Ihe non-violent non-co- 
operation mov(^ment of Mahatma Gandhi had an India-wide response. But 
do the Government want to shake the people’s faith in non-violence? I 
put it to the Honourable the Home Member who has just left his seat — 
whenever inconvenient statements are made, that polite gentleman leaves 
his seat (Laughter) — but I put it to the Honourable the Home Member who 
is absent, I put it to the gentlemen on the other side, why they should not 
try to conciliate the constitutionalists in this House. Sir, there are extre- 
mists who have not come to this House. Their number may be very 
small to-day. They are not those on whom the Govenjment have laid 
their hands. Government have laid their hands on constitutionalists, on 
Swarajists, and they have done so to destroy the constitutional movement. 
My suspicion, Sir, is this that the Government know how to handle better 
a revolutionary movement, a revolutionary who is armed with violent 
weapons of war, with their aeroplanes which have demonstrated their 
capacity to throw bombs on the people in the Punjab. They arc men who 
can go to the extent of humiliating people as they humiliated ihe people 
of the Punjab. Sir, you know the tragedy that was enacted in the 
Punjab. You were there, Sir,. inquiring into the grievances of the people. 
You were there, Sir, inquiring into the atrocities that were perpetrated in 
the Punjab. Whenever there is a constitutional movement to defy an im- 
moral attitude of the Government to break the bones of the people by 
passing legislations, such as the black Act, — ^I refer to the Eowlatt Act-^- 
then they come in all the grim liorror of the revolutionary, they demonstrate 
all the terrible weapons in tlieir possession, they bring to service even the 
aeroplanes to throw bombs on people. Just as they humiliate the patriot 
Princes by demonstrating before them their military power, they also humi- 
liate the people. Sir, this is not a civil administration. As T said three 
years ago, this is martial law under the civil garb. And whenever we carry 
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on an agitation in a constitutional manner, the Government threaten us 
with all the power in their hands. I ask them, “ Is thip the manner to 
treat people who are non-violent? Is this the manner to treat people who 
are co-operating?’* We ask merely for the release of the political prisoners. 
They will not release them. Why? Because they think these political 
prisoners will come from the jails to propagate new ideas of strength in the 
nation. They might try to increase the faith of the people in self-discipline, 
self-knowledge and self-control which alone lead a nation *s life to sovereign 
power. Nor would they allow the exiles to come back to this country even 
on ‘‘honourable terms** as embodied in the Eesolution which was passed 
by an overwhelming majority in 1926. This Eesolution has not been given 
effect to, and this one fact is enough to condemn the administration of the 
Government and to justify tlio throwing out of the Finance Bill. But there 
are other considerations. 

I shall first refer to one very weighty consideration this year. I would 
not go into the Eatio Bill, because that is not my province and 1 do not 
believe in going beyond my province. There are other gentlemen who said 
that they do not tclieve in the Is. 4d. ratio. At any rate I said nothing 
to that effect on the floor of ihe House. I do not find Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas in his seat. He made tremendously sensational speeches in the 
House making all kinds of attacks on the Finance Member and the Gov- 
ernment, almost horrid statements, horrid from the point of view of Gov- 
ernment, saying that Ls. 6d, will lead to all kinds of disaster. But I do not 
see that gentleman in his seat now when I am just pressing for the throw'- 
ing out of the Finance Bill. Tf Sir l^urshotanidas Thakurdas believed in 
all those things tiuit he said on the floor'''of this House — Sir, I did not say 
these things — then it is for him to throw out the Finance Bill and avert the 
disaster. Tf, on the other hand, he was only talking with his tongue in 
his cheek then it is for him to remain neutral or vote witli the Government. 
There is no use raising a ])icture in this House of disasters and all that kind 
of thing, if you do not pro])ose to throw out the Finance Bill. Sir, I will 
withdraw eycry suspicion, every doubt that I have about those Sixteen 
Pence gentlemen if they join liands with me and reject this motion, and go 
into the Noes lobby and vote against it. ' All the arguments that Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas placed before this House will look like bluff if 

he does not join hands with me, if all those who voted with him do not 

join hands with me in rejecting the Finance Bill. It is unnecessary to 
read the statements that they made in this House, it is unnecessary to 
read the statements that they made outside this House. I have voted 
with them. T have stood by them. I have supported them by my vote. 
My^ pai*ty has stood by them; others have supported them 

in the country ; and ii. is for them now to stand by us if 

they really believe in what tliey said, if they really believe that 
this Is. 6d. 'ratio will lead to a terribre disaster. If, on the other hand, it 
is only a case of make-believe, they will proclaim to tlie world by their 
neutrality that theirs is a case of make-believe. I have no right to come 
to a conclu.sion before I see which way they vote. I am putting these 
things before the House because those who have voted on the Eatio Bill 
against the Is. 6d. ratio must justify their statements by throwing dut 
the Finance Bill which is based on the very abortiinable ratio, abominable 
from their point of view. I am a politician and I raise the political 
I have ^ not spoken a single word on the floor of this House cm 
EAtio Bill and I deliberately did not speak, because the gentlemdn wMo 
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'were speaking were on their trial and I knew that the Finance Bill would 
oopie and it would put them to the test. If they stand the trial, we will 
be their willing followers in the future. If they do not stand the trial, I 
am afraid great misgivings will be entertained in the country that they said 
so much, but when it came to the scratch they stood away. I see that 
some gentlemen who were enthusiastic about the rejection of the Batio 
Bill left this House when the Finance Bill came up for consideration. I 
do not want to name them, but they are not here. It shows their sense 
of responsibility. If they really believe in all that they said, then they 
should stand by us. If they do not believe in what they said, they ought 
not to have said what they said. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya said, while concluding his memorable 
sp eech of 1924 for the rejection of the Finance Bill : 

V We cannot lend our moral support and vote for the maintenance of this taxation 
unless the representatives of the people of this country hafve a voice in the expendi- 
ture of the money raised by taxation, unless we are put in a position to exercise the 
same rights and privileges which the members of every Legislature in< the world*^ 
exercise.^’ 

What attempts have the Government made to put us in tbi» privileged 
position ? What attempts have the Government made to give us our birth- 
right? Lord Birkenhead not from his place in the House of Lords but in 
one of those postprandial speeches in which His Lordship becomes 
extremely eloquent indulges not in a postprandial oration really charming 
and entertaining, but blusters; in one of those blustering speeches of his — 
the latest bluster of the day, — Lord Birkenhead was saying what Sir 
Charles Innes said on the floor of this House but in a somewhat 
different language. I do not want to read what Sir Charles Innes said, 
but I shall certainly refer to what Lord Birkenhead said. Sir Charles 
Innes was wondering as to what would happen if Englishmen left India, 
and Lord Birkenhead was putting the same question ; what will happen if 
the great British services, if the Superior Services , if the soldiers, if the 
English people cleared out of this country? And he answered the ques- 
tion. It is always very interesting to put a question and then to answer 
it, especially when the questioner and the gentleman who answers happen 
to be one and the same person. (Laughter). Lord Birkenhead can put very 
convenient questions and then give the answers which he could have already 
anticipated. It is all very nice to create an imagery or image of one's own 
and then demolish it: What would happen if the British people left?" 
Lord Birkenhead said he had put this question to a number of Indian 
deputies. I do not know if you, Mr. President, were one of those 
gentlemen, though you happened to be one of our most distinguished repre- 
sentatives when the Beforms came into existence — perhaps the only re- 
presentative who could speak with authority on behalf of the Indian 
National Congress, that institution which the Montagu-Chelmsford Beporfe 
has described as the only authoritative and authentic body in this country — 
I do not know whether you happened to be one of them, but my suspicion 
is that you had no opportunity of meeting Lord Birkenhead nor did you 
care to meet him, but you met Mr. Montagu who was then in Lord 
Birkenhead's place. Lord Birkenhead’s Government might or might not 
follow the policy which you placed before the British Government when 
you were there bs an Indian deputy. Lord Morley has record*^ in hi» 
" Beeollections that he met gentlemen from India and in his letters to- 
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Lord Minto he has made it very clear that .even Gokhale had told him, 
“.II you do not give the Indian people real reforms revolution might 
follow, a terrible situation might arise in the country and so on and fito 
forth. (An Honourable Member: “ Shame.*') I do not understand the 
meaning of that cry “ Shame 

Mr* E. Ahmed: The cry was for somebody else, not for you. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: It is a great shame that revolution has not 
followed, perhaps that is what that gentleman feels. That gentleman who 
cned “ Shame '* is perhaps ashamed that we are standing in this House 
and talking like constitutionalists like Eedmondites instead of instigating 
people to revolution. I know these irresponsible cries of “ Shame ** will 
be hailed by people who are not in this House to-day and who do not 
approve of our walking into these Legislatures and pleading with people, 
arguing with people who are unwilling to listen. At any rate they feel 
that this is all a waste of time (Some Honourable Members : “ Hear, 
hear ***) and perhaps it is a shame. My Honourable friends over there 
cry “ Hear, hear.*’ That is a case where extremes meet — ^revolutionaries 
who sit on those Benches (pointing to the Treasury Benches) say “ Heap, 
hear,” and so do the people who are overhearing me, they may not be 
within the reach of my voice, they may not be in this House, but what 
I say to-day is being overheard in the country, what I say to-day is beiftg 
overheard by teeming millions, and what I say to-day is also being over* 
heard by a class of people who do not approve of our constitutional methods, 
and they too say “ Hear, hear ** when I say “ waste of time ’*. And so 
do the Honourable the Government Members say — extremes always meet I 
Sir, the time will come if they persist in this policy — the time that came 
in Ireland when Eedmondites had to share oblivion. Even so Mr. 
Srinivasa Iyengar and his followers may have to share oblivion. (An 
Honourable Member: “ Share oblivion.**) I believe it is Sir Darcy 
Lindsay who said, “share oblivion.'* 

Sir Darcy Lindsay (Bengal y European) : Sir Darcy Lindsay did not 
say, “share oblivion.** 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: But the voice came from somewhere where Sir 
Darcy Lindsay sits I believe it is one of those European Members sitting 
ovor there who said, “ Share oblivion.** I know Englishmen and 
Europeans and then those who have not gone to Europe but call themselves 
Europeans — I know these people do not believe in constitutional methods 
and I know that they are anxious that we should go into oblivion. History 
teaches just what the revolutionary has learnt that you cannot get any- 
thing out of the British people except at the point ot, the pistol, at the 
point of the sword, at the point of the bayonet. (An Honourable Mem- 
ber: “Question.'*) That is why they want us to go into oblivion. They 
may leave this country bag and baggage when the countrj^ becomes too 
uncomfortable for thein to live here .... 

Mr, 0. Duraiffwamy Aiyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Eural): And improfitable. 

Ml. 0. 8. Banga Iyer: And unprofitable as my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Duraiswamy Aiyangar very rightly adds. But we who have to live and die 
in this country, have to look after the interests of our country much better 
than the gentlemen over there. Lord Birkenhead said, “What would 
happen if the British people went out of India?" I say whaib Mr. Durail« 
wamy Aiyangar has just said that it would become an unprofitable busmelMi 
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for them to live here if they went. Are they prepared to leave? Can 
they contemplate the losa o-f enormous money flowing to England? Can 
they contemplate the loss of enormous commercial business? Can they 
contemplate the loss of so much field for the unemployed children of 
England? India gives much scope for the European unemployed. The 
subjection of India is the solution of their unemployed question. Lord 
Birkenhead did not want, <he “could not contemplate with indiffer- 
ence to use his own phrase, the disappearance of the British 
from India, because there will be revolution in England, there will 
be starvation in England, and empty stomachs, as Edmund Burke 
put it, are a prolific source of revolution, and there will be empty stomachs 
in England if India was lost io England. Why, for instance, was prefer- 
ence introduced by the backdoor, as Mr. Jayakar very well put it in his 
eloquent speech? Why do the CfOvcrnment and their representatives want 
Imperial Preference ? Why is it that a propaganda is carried on for 
Imperial Preference ? To get the best out of India and at the same time to 
keep the Indians in subjection. Sir, Lord Birkenhead made other equally 
convenient observations which could be dismissed as post-prandial fantasies 
which sometimes final before men of the type of Lord Birkenhead. He 
appealed to “the rationally-minded people of India Is he rationally 
minded? What did he, the famous E. M. Smith, preach to the Irish people? 
He preached rebellion against the King. His Lordship will have to listen 
to the grievances addressed to the Ttritish people and their representatives 
in a reasonable and honourable manner if ho expects others to be in a 
reasonable frame of mind. 

Sir, we are asked to pass the Einan(*c Bill. We are asked lo supply 
the wherewithal for the extravagant Treasury Benches for meeting an 
expenditure for which this House is in no way responsible. The right to spend 
is the whim of a few paid scjiiandenu’s of public money and the right of 
extorting money from the poor poc*kets of our fellowmen is to be our lot. 
We have not been sent here for abetting such huge and organised plunders 
of public money. We have over and over again pointed out the ways of 
reducing the expenditure. We have offered our own men to do the busi- 
ness of administration in all its. branches and they are obstinately keeping 
them out and importing the British steel into this country. We all know 
about the O'Donnell circular and it was shelved. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Duraiswamy Aivangar verv^ pithily and effectively described it when 
he said: “ It is a reverse process from what is observed in trade. In 
trade the raw product is exported from this countiw and it is sent back to 
IIS as maniifaciurcd and finished article. In the services you import the 
raw products of Groat Britain with fat bounties too to last for their life. 
Whether on the civil side or on the military side this country bears all the 
expenditure of training the boys of Great Britain and when they have bee^ 
trained the benefit is enjoyed by their motherland both from them directly 
and from their descendants on the law of heredity. India is a victim of 
all the blunders of the experimental stages." 

This leads me to the question of the Indian Army. Speaking in this 
House, His Exeellen(\v the Gommander-in-Chief said: 

** 1 was telling the House last year that when I go round inspecting units of the 
Indian Army, my, custom invariably has been to get hold of all the Indian officers 
and ask them to open their hearts to me and to tell me where the shoe pinches and 
any complainis they may have to make.*’ 
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That is an extraordinary method of solving the question which we have so 
repeatedly placed before the Government on this side of the House — the 
question of giving opportunities for Indians in the army, of giving careers 
for Indians in the army, of officering the Indian Army with Indians them- 
selves. The Commander-in-Chief comes and tells us that he goes round 
and talks to the Indian soldiers ‘'How do you do, where docs your shoe 
pinch I- am sure that if the shoe pinched a little too much he would 
be asked to wear another shoe. (Laughter.) Sir, that is not what we 
want. What we want is to have a national anny, to have a citizen army, 
to have an army which will save us from this terrible position to which 
Lord Birkenhead's countrymen have exposed us. Lord Birkenhead's ques- 
tion, to which I just referred, carried with it the condemnation of this 
system. If you really thought that 150 years of British nile in this country 
have made us incompetent, no further condemnation of the British Govern- 
ment is necessary. That conclusively proves that if it is not possible for 
us after 150 years of British rule in this coimtry to defend ourselves, then 
that system must discontinue iniiticdiately. The sooner it is discontinued 
the better for themselves, the better of humanitv and l)etter for ourselves. 
His Excellency went on to say thai there was an idea in some parts of the 
House that service abroad and especially service in China is not popular 
with the Indian soldier. What were the facts? His Excellency said that 
while he was inspecting a Eajput unit recently they gave him verv^ gushing 
answers. They demonstrated their enthusiasm for service abroad. He said : 

“I know my Indian (omrades well and T can honestly say that tliis is not the 
case. Service abroad and especially in China is most popular. The old spirit of 
adventure is still marked in the Indian army a.s it Ims been for the last 100 years and 
J hope that it will always lust.’* 

Sir, service and adventure of what kind? Our soldiers are sent to China 
to shoot our own countrymen in China, the Asiatic brothers of ours. Why 
should the Indian Anuy be sent to China? Sir, if there is a rebellion in 
the neighbourhood of England, in the Colonies, then the Indian Army might 
go and shoot these Colonials, Indians can like that kind of adventure, if 
the Government want to send them. Because some soldiers told His Excel- 
lency that they wer(' enthusiastic about service in China — and they could 
not bo more than 100 or 200 or for the matter of that 1,000 — ^these Indian 
soldiers are sent to China. What happens in the Colonies? We are sup- 
posed to be inarching in the direction of responsible government. Every 
minute the Government is demonstrating its own sense of utter irresponsi- 
bility. I repeat what happens in the Colonies? No army of that kind 
can go out of the Colonies for foreign service without the consent of the 
Colonial Parliament, but here no reference is made to this House. Even 
to this Assembly no reference is made. (Mr. B. Das: “Casual reference.''*) 
My friend Mr. Das says, “Casual reference". T do not know if that is a 
reference at all. It was onlv tlie announcement that the ukase of the 
Government had gone forth, that they had come to a decision, 
from which there was no going back. That w'as not a casual reference, it 
was a calculated insult. Government are not at all ashamed of indulging 
in such repeated calculated insults. Sir, all that we wanted then was to 
place before this House, after the despatch of the army, what we thought 
of it but even that was choked by the interference of ungovemed exe^tiw 
authority. Sir, this system must go. This one incident is enough for t^e 
rejection of the Einance Bill. That demonstrates that we sre helptessnin 
matters affecting the dignity of our race. Sir, we have lost everj^hillg. 
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OW freedom, our wealth, but we are unwilling to lose our honour. We are 
amwilling to lose our dignity and to send Indian soldiers to shoot down the 
Chinese in whose struggle for freedom I have great sympathy and my 
countrymen have great sympathy. It is a struggle against that menace of 
Western domination. It is a struggle against the barbarotis militeudsm of 
Eumpe which is extending its power all over the world. It is a struggle 
agcdnst that barbarous institution called militarism which is grinding down 
the Asiatic race. In the great struggle of the Chinese we have great sym- 
pathy, we have tremendous sympathy; and if some of us could join the 
Chinese army and shoot the English people who are keeping them in bondage 
we would gladly do so. 

* Sir Victor Sassoon (Bombay Millowners' Association : Indian Commerce) : 
The British are keeping the Chinese in bondage ? 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: I say that the British are keeping the Chinese 
<?pwn. 

Sir Victor Sassoon: I suggest the Honourable Member should go ip 
China and he would find it is not the case. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: My method of looking at China is different from 
that of the Honourable Member over there .... 

Sir Victor Sassoon: I go there. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: He looks at them with coloured glasses, glasses 
coloured, if not with Imperialism because I do not call him an Imperialist, 
but coloured with a kind of sympathy for British Imperialism. I am afraid, 
Sir, the Honourable Member over there has got a large stake in the neigh- 
bourhood of China. 

Sir Victor Sassoon: Yes. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: Yes, I know, and if the Chinese movement is a 
success that gentleman loses a great deal. Therefore he is not in sympathy 
/with the revolutionary movement in China. I am in sympathy with that 
movement. I want all the English people in China to be turned out bag 
and baggage, 1 want the English people to have no basis for exploiting 
the old treaties which were entered into with the Chinese Emperor at a time 
when China was not wideawake. To-day the Chinese giant is on her feet. 
To-day China is fighting for her freedom, and the English people are employ- 
ing every 'means in their powder, including the Indian Army, to destroy the 
X])h[nese. 

Sir Victor SaaBOon: Who iu:c the Chinese fighting? 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer: The Chinese are fighting the British. They are 
fighting also those countrymen of theirs who are not able to rise to the 
height of democratic freedom. In the fight for national and democratic 
frei^om you have to fight your own traitors in your own country ; you have 
' to fight the spies of foreign powders in your own country ; and we have also 
to fight the^British. It is these people the Chinese are fighting. They are 
fighting the dangerous and reactionary elements in China itself and they are 
fighting those who are occupying all the most important places in China 
on the seaside ; fighting those >vho are keeping China in bondage. 

Sir Victor Ssmood: No. 
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Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: You may say “No’^ but a ''no'' cannot washi^ 
away facts. Why was the Indian Army taken to China? 

Sir Victor Saasoon: To protect British' and Indian interests. 

Hr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer: Sir, that reminds me of the manner in whidr^ 
Mr. Gladstone interfered in Egypt. When the Egyptians had led a revolu- 
tionary movement to success — a non-violent revolutionary movement, 
this is what happened. Arab! Pasha was the leader of the revolutionary 
movement. Lord Morley, “Honest John“ as they used to call him,, 
who was then editing a newspaper called the “ Pall Mall Gazette insti- 
gated Gladstone’s Government to murder Arabi Pasha by sending emissaries* 
to the Sultan of Turkey. Lord Morley said, “ the head of that revolutionary 
must roll on the carpet And he said that if the revolutionary move- 
ment marched to success “ the Fellah would throw off the mask The- 
same phrase was repeated by Gladstone in the House of Commons soon 
after when an army was sent to Egypt to deprive Egypt of her freedom 
under the same cover of protection of foreign interests 

Sir Victor Sassoon: That is quite different. 

Hr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: That was how Egypt was deprived of her freedom. 
Sir, this annexation policy of the British was repudiated by no less a man 
than Gladstone himself when th(‘ Prime Minister was Disraeli. He con- 
demned “ the wild-cat “ scheme of Imperialist aggression. But Gladstone 
himself carried out the “ wild-cat scheme ” when ho succeeded Dis- 
raeli as Premier, And to-day you have a wilder cat scheme in 
China. Protection of foreign interests I Why should not the foreign in- 
terests clear out of China if the Chinese do not want foreigners there. 

Sir Victor Sassoon : They put them there first. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: That is a very curious and very usual argument. 
The British put themselves here first and then they feed on the country, 
and then they say India cannot have Swaraj because foreign interests 
have got to be protected. It is the same old argument, the same old 
method of diplomacy by which Great Britain works. But, Sir, can the 
Honourable Member over there say why the Australians did not send their 
troops to China? 

Sir Victor Sassoon: It was not necessary. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Quite so. Not necessary to incur the displeasure 
of China, because when China is fully awake the Australians will be swept 
into the sea. Sir, it is either a question of fear, of cowardice or it is because 
of a lack of enthusiasm for the Empire and fraudulent Imperial methods. 
Sir, we were told the other day that Indian interests were also involved. 
But if a vote of this House were taken, and if the gentlemen who did not 
belong to this country fid)stained from voting, a Eesolution would be carried 
in this House and endorsed by huge meetings in the country outside that 
Indians in China must be brought back. We would go and bring them 
back and give up our interests there. The Chinese belong to a great race of 
Buddhists with almost the same religion as many of us, who have almost 
the same sympathy that we have for Asiatic movements against Eurepoi 
and who are also in the same predicament thai6 of fighting a foreign enemy. 
Therefore, Sir, if we had our own way we would withdraw Indians from 
China instead of sending Indian troops to keep the Chinese in chains. 
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Sir Victor Sassoon: No. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: The Chinese are kept in manacles, and when 
the Honourable Member says ‘"No”, I know that England is afraid of Speak- 
ing the truth while dealing with China, because the Chinese have behind 
them the sympathy of the democratic world and in this democratic world 
there is no place for Imperialism. Mr. Ramsay Macdonald happily des- 
cribed this Imperialism as “imperious'*. 

Sir Victor Sassoon: Is Mr. Ramsay Macdonald not in favour of British 
interests being protected? 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: If he is in ftWour of protecting British interests 
it is because he is taking an Imperial ^nd imperious view. 

Mr. T. 0. Ooswami (Calcutta Suburbs * Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Mr. Ramsay Macdonald is also an Imperialist. They all are. 

\ Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Sir, instead of consulting this House and taking 
the opinion of the people the Government are advertising Indians as a people 
who do not love the freedom of other people. Indian soldiers— I do not 
like to call them mercenaries — are sent to China to humiliate India in the 
eyes of the vorld To humiliate and dishonour, that way alone can the 
British continue their autocracy in this country. A nation rising to self- 
respect with the sympathy of the outside world cannot be put d^ wn. 
England, Sir, is taking a far-sighted and diplomatic view in stmding Indian 
troops to China. We have read and Honourable Members over there 
(pointing to the European Benches) have read all about the “ Yellow 
Peril ", about the Asiatic menace. They also know that it was the dream 
of Deshabarfdhu Das, the greatest Indian of modern times, to have a Pan- 
Asiatic Federation. (Hear, hear.) And they want to humiliate India in 
China so that any chan(*e of a Pan-Asiatic Federation mav be postponed. 
Because this Yellow Peril is a real menace, therefore India’s humiliation 
was and is necessary. The Government are perpetrating one of the most 
terrible acts of bureaucratic diplomacy to humiliate India and once for all 
to cut at the root of tlyit movement for a Pan-Asiatic Federation. It is 
not that Indian soldiers are absolutely necessary to keep up the British 
Empire in China,' because soldiers can be^ sent from elsewhere. But no, 
India has got to he humiliated and nothing can stop the Government from 
humiliating the country Herein lies Sir, the «ecret of the Viceregal inter- 
ference with the motion for adjournment of the House brought forward by 
the greatest authority in India to-dav, namely, the President of the Indian 
National Congress. Tlie Indian National Congress is certainly an undoubted 
and powerful enemy of every Imperialism, particularly British Imperialism 

^ ^ and British domination, and naturally the voice of the Congress, 
the opinion of the country in regard to a thing that vitally affects 
the Empire in the East should not be placed before this House, and there 
comes the interference. 

Sir, I want that this system, hedged in by all kinds of bureaucratic 
devices, must be removed ; and for the removal of this system everybody is in 
favour, including my Honourable friend, Nawab Sir Abdul Qaiyum, on one 
condition, that his province will get the same benefit as the other provinces 
have got. There is nobody in this House, not even the nominated Members 
of this House, who are against the removal of this system. The other day 
‘Mr. K. C. Roy made a remarkable speech which would have been worthy 
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ol any Membqr on this side of the House. He is a nominated Member but 
he has made a remarkable indictment of the Government in ?bgard to army 
matters. He made a remarkable exposure of bureaucratic irresponsibility 
m regard iu army affairs. Sir, that is an exposure which any Member on 
the Swarajist side would have been proud to make. And when a non^ated 
Member comes before this House and makes a statement like that, what 
does it mean? It means that even the nominated Members feel that this 
system must be changed. My friend, Mr. Shyam Narain Singh, is not iHi 
his seat, but I am sure even Mr. Shyam Narain Singh, official though he be, 
is in sympathy, in full sympathy with this movement, that he is in full 
sympathy with the idea of removing the present system. Fcr, Sir, he'^is an 
honest man. I am not here to "say what my Indian official friends have 
said to me, because T have no right to disclose private conversations, but 
1 may sa>, Sir, that Indian Members who are seated on the other side are 
frankl} entliusiasiic abtiut the removal of this*# system. If there were a 
free vote on the question of the ehange of the present system, that Resolu- 
tion would be carried by an overwhelming majority including Indian official 
Members. When such is the case, why should not Lord Birkenhead devise 
the same wa^s and means which his countrymen devised for the Colonies? 
Why slioiild ii(‘ say “ Compose your communal differences Did not Lord 
Durham go to Canada? Were tliore not communal differences in Canada? 
Did not the Canadians fight like cats and dogs in the streets? Was there 
social iiiU‘reourse betw'eeii British Canadians and French Canadians in 
Canada? Did not children organise themselves in the streets and fight each 
other? Sir, Lord Durliam says that only in one place they met and that 
was in the witness box and Ihere too for the utter obstruction of justice. 
Things are not so bad in this country. We meet our Muhammadan friends; 
we sit together; we discuss the future of this nation; we also vote together. 
Yet Lord Birkenhead says “ Compose your differences They try to create 
differences and then say ** Compose your differences. Where differences 
actually existed and while the differences had led io a perilous condition, 
they said; the only solution for these differences is the introduction of 
responsible gr)vemment My friend the Publicity Officer over there is 
all ears and I hope, if he has not read it already, he Will read Lord Durham s 
Report and, when he compiles his next volume, will make a point of saying 
what Indians feel on these communal differences. 

Mr. J. Ooatman (Director of Public Information): On a point of per- 
sonal ex])lanntion, Sir, may I say that I have read Lord Durham’s Report 
probably as often as m\ Honourable friend opposite? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer: I am very^ glad to hear, Sir, that the Honour- 
able gentleman lias read I^ord Durham’s Report. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member may ask him to read it again. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I will not only ask him to read it again but to 
mention, when he writes his next annual report, certain applications of these 
remedies to the Indian situation as urged in this House. Sir, I have gone 
through this book “ India in 1925-26.^’ I find there all convenient things 
which suit the Government. It is supposed to be a presentation, an hohest 
presentation of the Indian case to the British Parliament. Important is^es 
are not brought up there at all, such as for instance, the solution of thtf 
communal problem. Sir, the solution was presented to this House. Out 
in the country we had also placed the solution, whether, for instance, thj[ 
British people in India should not deal with the Indian question’ in t&e 
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BlOBtie manne/in which Lord Durham dealt with the Canadian question, 
llsere is no reference to that by the gentleman who seems to have read 
and re-read and mwardly digested what Iiord Durham wrote. He seeiw 
to h^e a wonderfully short meiqory or perhaps he does not believe in 
putting in his book most important facts. However, I hope that when he 
writes his book next time he will remember more important things, not 
the speeches of the gentlemen who happen to be his favourites, but more 
important things concerning the very acute problem in this country, namely, 
the solution of this communal problem, f I^rd Birkenhead says ** Compose 
your ^differences ” and 1 hope the Honpumble gentleman who said he had 
read the Durham Beport without makm^>i 3 se of it, who did not make a 
reference to it even when it was made use of in this House, will mention 
our case in the Government publication. 

. Sir, my Honourable frjfeud, the Publicity Ofl&cer, in his new book has 
referred to the question of a navy for India, “ the Eoyal Indian Navy. **. And 
what steps have the British Government taken within the last 1.50 years 
for the promotion of a Eoyal Indian Navy? Before the British came, India 
had her own mercantile marine ; Indian ships rode the oceans ; there was 
vigorous trade carried on in Indian ships by Indian and Phoenician merchants. 
I would ask Honourable Members who doubt the accuracy of this statement 
to read Sir Dinshaw Wacha s and other statements on the subject. But 
after the coming of the British, what happened to the Indian ships? They 
are talking, after 150 >ear8, of a Eoyal Indian Navy. And the Publicity 
Officer quotes Lord Beading’s inaugural address to the Council of State 
when making the announcement in which he says “ he ]ustly emphasised 
the great importance of this new ^departure.”. Great impoHance of this 
new departure indeed, after 150 years of British rule! India had a very 
big sea trade and India has a very long sea coast, and still ii did not oceur 
to the British Government that India could have an Indian Navy earlier 
than this Further we are told ‘‘What are the potentialities of this now 
departure?” What have the Government done to train Indians for a navy 
career? Sir, there iA ^tremendous enthusiasm in England’s youths frr a 
navy career because 6pportunities are given. Here no opportunities are 
given and they say enthusiasm is dead. It is a great pity, Sir, that when 
opportunities should be created, no such thing is done — a foreign govern- 
ment can never be expected to create opportunities for the children of the 
soil. After mentioning the recommendations of Lord Eawlinson's Com- 
mittee, His Excellency Lord Beading continued : 

** I need not emphasise to the Honourable Members of this Qhamher the aigui 

ficance of this decision.” 

♦ 

Very big words — “ significance of this decision and we do not know 
what significance it has for the numerons unemployed middle classes. A 
Hesolutidn was brought before this House and carried about the question 
of unemployment of the educated classes. Government was asked to 
give openings for the unemployed educated middle classes; but no openings 
of this Mnd are ^ven so far and no such intention is at any rafe visible 
Then Lord Beading says ” It embodies an important principle.”* Every-* 
body knows that the principle is very important, though a British Govern- 
ment in India and His Excellency the Governor General discovered the 
importance of the principle only after 160 years of British rule and fifty or 
shity years of Indian agitation over the seme. '* Thinking men in India 
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have long desired the creation of an Indian iJavy for India capable of de- 
fending her ports/* observes His Excellency, ‘‘and ber harbours and her 
oommeroe. *' But what have the Government done to meet what the think- 
ing naen of India, as His Excellency admits, have always wished for and 
sought after? To quote Lord Heading “ A laudable ambition will have 
its scope **. If, Sir, the Honourable the Home Member stands up from 
his place, — (absent though he is because debates such as this do not seem 
to concern him— jt is much better not to listen to them, so that the Govern- 
ment need not meet the case placed before them by the representatives of 
the people)— if the Honourable the Home Member rises in his place and 
announces or assures the drawing up of a scheme for the Indian people 
similar to tjao scheme that tha Japanese Government had drawn up for 
the Japanese people, then. Sir, on that one offer alone, it would not be 
necessary for us to reject the Finance Bill. But they would rather have 
the Finance Bill opposed or rejected and then certified. They are not in 
a mood to listen to us, and Lord Birkenhead ‘jSlks of “ fidelity and friend- 
ship’*! I expect the Government to show us fidelity; I expect the (fev- 
ernment to show us fnendship, and give to India the same oppprtunitjes 
which the Japanese Government gave to Japan. Sir, both in regard to 
the army and in regard to the navy, Japan introduced all facilities that any 
self-governing country would have introduced with a view to move with thb 
times. But the British Government have not done anything of the kind 
here. After a full century ind a half, we are told that we are unfit for tbo 
army service and army control alike. That means, if it do|e mean any- 
thing at all, that it took 150 years to emasculate a martial race to such an 
extent as to make them fit for this double disqualification. 

In the so-callod conquest which t^ British have made in this country 
if they arc not ashamed to call a frafia a heroic conquest, it is my sHame 
to claim that it is through my countrymen that the country passed into 
alien hs^ds. The first move taken was to compel all the Indian Chiefs to 
disband their forces, commute military service rendered by the feudatory 
chiefs into a tenure of peshcush or money payme]fU?W> 1796 the Indian 
troops were taken across the black water to fight Brito's enemies. In 182ff 
General Lord Combermere remarked : < 

** It was impossible to avoid marking the superiority of the sepoy over the 
European corps in steadiness and regularity of movement.*’ 

The Honourable Mount-Stuart Elphinstone, Governor of Bombay in iSld — 
27, remarked : ^ 

•' The Indian soldiers* freedom from gross debauchery is the^point In which the 
Hindus appear to most advantage . . If we compare them with our own the 

absence of drunkenness and of immodesty in their other vices will leave the superiority 
in purity of manners on the side least flattering to our self-esteem.** 

In 1832 Major-General Wordey eaidr:] 

♦ 

“ It ^11 be no disparageme^^oltany other troops to say that hitherto the Native 
Army of India has never beellr lui^sed for fidelity to the Government and atta^- 
yielded to'those of any other nation in point of disdplii^e and 

jKow,' I ask, Sir, why Such a oomgetent army, why such a oompeteiit 'riM« 
with mKitial qualities, why such competent soldidrs, such brave and ohiyal* 
rous men slio^d not be g^ven a chance to officer the Anny in £aidiit? 
“Indians make good soldiers, bufb'ad officers'’ is a fiction wWob 
eatiy weight, especially when one rdmembeits the tribute paid by 
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Englishmen. They want to deny us <^e opportunity we seek beoause they 
want to perpetuate om: thraldcun, and if i^ey persist in that policy, — (the 
J^poit of the Indian Sandhurst Conunittee is nOt yet published, and even 
if it is published there is no knowing what they propose to do in regard to 
Indianisation of the Army), if they persist in that policy, they do so only 
to keep us in bondage, — ^a phrase which my friend Sir Vict(V Sassoon would 
not like my using for China but which, I am sure, he would not mind my 
using for India, Before the Select Committee in 1882 on the Affairs of 
the East India Company, Major-Oeneraj, Mtdcolm said ; 

“ I am not of opinion with many that we. filhtir any risk of a political nature by 
imparting such knowledge to the Natives, beiiase the Natives have proved in the 
corps that they have perfect means of becoming instnoted and instructing others in 
the branch of military force (Artillery Branch).’* 

Sir, the natives of Engls^d had a good deal to learn from tiie natives of 
LidU. Sir, the natives of England are now denying to the natives of 
India opporttinities, even though the representatives of the natives of 
England have paid a high tribute and recorded the superior competence 
of the natives of India. I will not go through all the various aoteow* 
led^ents Of the valour displayed by i£e Indians in their fighting capacity 
aQd the enormous services rendered by them to the British Ctovenunent 
wUch has not the least sense of gratitude, -^till they distrust, distrust, 
distrust the Indians. I would only invite f£e testimony of the Marquis 
of Tweedddip on the fidelity of the Indian soldier. 

Sir, in 1888, Japan did what the English could have very well done 
in this country. In 1888 the gan^ns now designated as headquarters or 
divisions were organised as imits ^i^plete with infantry, cavalry, artillery, 
engineers and commissariat^ and’tliie Imperial Army came to consist of 
a field force of 7 divisions, fortress artillery, railway corps, and colonial 
militia, ready, if need be, for service beyond the seas. The net* result of 
all these efforts was that in 1894 Japan was able to oppose China with 
an army of more thui 240,0(X) trained men, in addition to 6,495 irregulars 
and 100,000 coolies.'^ Japan was not slow to profit by that campaign, and 
after it was over, she did not slacken her endeavours to bring her fighting 
forces to the- highest pitch of efiioiency. The term of service required 
from her conscripts was slightly extended and in 1896, the colonial 
militia of Hokkaido was formed into a division, and five new divisions were 
added, making the total thirteen. A little later the cavalry and artillery, 
which had previo^y belonged to the divisions, were converted into in- 
dependent brigades, with the object of increasing their freedom of action, 
and the efficiency of coast defence was improved by the addition of new 
troops to the fortress artillery. Great attention was paid to the medical 
service, nor was the importance of good ' material Overlooked. Better 
rifles were provided for the infantry, thejftrtiflery were armed with quick- 
firing grms, and with the introduoti6%';''^ the manufacture' of guns 
of the largest calibres in 1902,' Japan’s domestic n^uxoes 
became equal to the task of supplying nearly aU the . ||ni«|^ats 
required by her army. Then, Sir, comes the question of He, I^Mnese 
officers. Japan has certainly progressed without the help of_tibe.,al|*i^sh. 
The did not go there to perfect the Japanese army, and IfrBngliah', 

German and other European everts Were sent for to train the army, they 
were paid for thefr services rendered by them, and therefore, Sir, if the 
English had’ ndt 'come to this country, it is idle for Lord Birkenhead'* or 
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anybody to say that we would not have been able to march with the 
times. It is entirely improper for them to say that an Indian army as 
competent, as fit, as useful, as energetic, as modem, and as up-to-date 
as the Japanese army would not have come into existence. Sir, they 
deprived us of all our opportunities; they deprived us of our power to 
reform this race ; they deprived us of the power to have everything our own 
way, and then say, if we Englishmen had not come to this country, how 
icould you develop your army, how could you have railways? Sir, M that 
I would say is this. Everything that has happened in Japan would have 
also happened in this country^ which has been self-governing from millen- 
nium to millennium and whose fij[4;;Les^ for self-government cannot be ques- 
tioned by people who are not coihpetent themselves. Sir, I question on 
the floor of this House the competence of the English people to govern 
>this coimtry or their own country for the matter of that. (“Hear, hear.”) 
Their own people question their competence. Do^we not hear of general 
elections and parties in power being thrown overboard? Why should a 
party in power be thrown overboard if that party retained public confi- 
dence and represented the public opinion? The very fact that in a general 
election parties are thrown out of power and new parties are installedr shows 
that the British people have the capacity to commit mistakes. ^ And that 
is the right of self-government. It is no use Lord Birkenhead and others 
saying: You will commit ipistakes. All that I can say is that Lord 
Birkenhead himself committed so many mistakes that he had to live in 
the wilderness, and to leave office. His party was defeatec^ Even if 
we commit mistakes, the Europeans are not the judge: the -Indians are 
the judge. If, Mr. President, you and your party commit mistakes, then 
the party of somebody else, say, Sir Pu»shotamdas Thakurdas can come 
into power. If his party commits mistiftles, the party of Sir Hori Singh 
Gour can come into power. (Laughtert) It is not for the gentlemen 
over there to be in power and say: you commit mistakes. Yes, we want 
the right to commit mistakes. That is what Swaraj means. (Cheers.) 
Sir, I -'have a quotation with me here in which Bernard Shaw describes 
Ireland’s right for Home Rule to be as good as England^S, It is difficult 
for me to read the entire quotation from that beau3^ book “ John 
Bull’s Other Island ”, because I do not wish to wound the susceptibilities 
of the gentlemen sitting over there, but I will read a part, of it, not the 
objectionable or personal part of it: 

** Even if Home Rule were as unhealthy as an Englishman's eating, as intemperate 
as his drinking, as filthy as his smoking, as licentious as his dspne^ioity, as corrupt 
as his election, as murderously greedy as his commerce, as cruel jaS'*his prisons and 
as merciless as his streets, Ireland's claim to self-government would be still as good 
as England's." 

W'ell, Sir, that is an Irishman’s statement — an Irishman who is honoured 
by Englishman, who has gqt many admirers amongst Englishmen. Well, 
Sir, the seime can be said in rega^ to India's claim to self-government. 

I shall now tell you, Sir, how the Japanese progressed with their Navy. 
The Publioity ^Officer, whom I do not find in his seat, could compile a 
hook q£ you said. Sir, and what others said in regard to the develop- 
ment ofljihe* Indian Navy, etc. At any rate he could very well have men- 
tioned in fiis book “India in 1925-26”, which is printed at India’s cost, the 
kinds of criticisms wbich were levelled aganst the* Royal Indian Navy 8<ien^ 
lOf the Government. I do not find representatlte. Indian opinion quQte<i 
hx this book to that extent to whici'it should ^Sve been quoted. 

1 9 
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some Indian opinions are quoted, those are opinions which suit the Gov- 
emment, and Members who applauded the Government or endorsed their 
methods are of course quoted. I condemn the publication of this book 
and I want the abolition of the Publicity Office which is really a Dupli- 
city Office. Sir, you said, when you were our leader here — and we followed 
your lead in subsequent years, and in every debate on the Budget, on 
every possible occasion, — you said that India should have a Navy even aa 
the Japanese had. The Japanese Navy is not of very ancient growth. 
Japan resembles the United Kingdom. Japan is just an island on the 
Pacific just as England is an island on the Atlantic, and it might be said 
that their race is as fond of the sea, living by the sea. And they had a 
navy, a very old navy indeed but the truth is Japan's navy is of recent 
growth. Wo had our ships before the British came here and those who* 
liv| on the seaside are lovers of the sea. And if we had our opportunities, 
if we had the facilities that every free country in the world has, if we had 
the opportunity to move with the times as we would have had if we were 
not kept in chains, if opportunities were not denied to us, we would have# 
progressed even as the Japanese progressed: 

“ The Japanese Navy is of comparatively recent growth, its beginnings dating only 
from the middle of last century. The htimulns to its development came from outside. 
Early in the seventeenth century the Tokiigawa government had stifled the maritime 
progress that was being made by forbidding the building of large ships in the country 
and the undertaking of foreign voyages by Japanese bottoms, and this policy of isola- 
tion was maintained for more than two hundred years, until it was broken down by the 
two visits paid to Tokyo Bay in 1863 and 1854 by United States warships under 
Qommodore Perry These proved the forerunners of the opening of commercial rela- 
tions with foreign , countries. On the advice of the Dutch, who enjoyed commercial 
privileges denied to all other nationi except the Chinese, the Shogunate thereupon 
resolved to develop a Navy on the European model. A training school for seamen, 
opened at Nagasaki in 1855 under Dutch instructors, was soon followed by a naval 
school at Tokyo; and twi ships obtained from the Dutch, together with one presented 
by Queen Victoria, formed the nucleus of a fleet. A .Tapaiiese warship crossed the 
Pacihc for the first time in 1860, and the first steam vessel of w^ar built in Japan — a 
gunboat of 138 tons — Was launched in 1866.’* 


All these years the British were in India, but no such scheme was launched. 
No such emulation inspired them. They did not want India to have a 
navy. They did not want Indians to bo a nation. And perhaps they 
hoped that the native race would perish even as the Australian natives 
have perished. And if the native race has not perished, it is because 
the natives of England are not superior to the natives of India. Sir, it 
was for them to follow what Japan did in the sea. If they had not the 
imagination to follow, it was for thorn to read the Japanese reports and 
to follow the same thing. It was for them to change the angle of vision 
and not talk like Lord Birkenhead, after 150 years, of friendship and 
fidelity. In Japan: 

“ Young officers were sent to Holland for naval instruction.** 

Our officers could have gone to England because we are supposed to Ife 
in a privileged position. As somebeSy said: “ East is East and West is 
West.” But I say “East plus West is much the Best"^'. But the 
Government said the twaifi^ shall meet”; they did not 

went to train our men, ^ey did not «S%nt that we should grow to thefcr 
stature because then thei^’^eould not exploit this countrv. Even now. Sif. 
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if the Honourable Member responsible to this House stands up In his place 
and says he will follow the Japanese scheme and outline a schexhe for us 
as the Japanese Government have done, we should not only pass the 
Finance Bill, not only withdraw our opposition to the Finance Bill, but 
much of the growing distrust in the country would cease. Much Of the 
estrangement between the Europeans and the Indians that is growing in 
the country will vanish. But they will persist in their policy only because 
they do not want to give us opportunities. In all friendship and fidelity 
I want the Japanese methods to be followed by the Honourable Member 
for whose benefit I place them before the House. Young of&cers can be 
sent to England even as young Japanese officers were sent to Holland for 
naval instruction. 

French aid was enlisted for the planning and construction of a dockyard at 
Yokosuka . , . 

English aid can be easily pressed into service : 

“ and the services of a British Naval Officer . . . ** 

If you please, the Japanese went in for the service even of a British naval 
officer. While there are so many British naval officers, as plentiful as 
blackberries, they are not available for India’s education, are not available 
for throwing open opportunities for the chUdiren of the land ; 

“ . . . Captain, afterwards Admiral Sir, Bichard Tracey — (and the aervices of other 
naval officers) were secured to organize the naval school at Tokyo.*' 

After 100 years of British rule we have not got a Naval School in India 
though India has got as large a sea board as England herself {Mmlvl 
Muhammad Shafee and Mr, B. Da$: “Much more”), and much more as 
my friends Maulvi Muhammad Shafee and Mr. Das say from behind: 

“ The expansion of the Navy (in Japan) began in earnest in 1871.'* 

The British people came to this country earlier and their suspicions an4 
doubts about their own hold bn this coimtry ceased after 1857 and there- 
fore if they really felt not like “crocodiles” but like men, (Laughter), 
if they really felt for the teeming millions of India, for the masses of India, 
ithey would have introduced all these facilities in this country. Sir, time 
was when our English friends used to say of these educated classes, “ Do 
not care for these educated classes.” They used to tell their people at 
home — ^that is what their newspapers used to write in this country — they 
used to say, ” The educated classes are only a microscopic minority. They 
are out of touch with their people. It is we who are the Ma Bap.*^ 
(Laughter.) I want to know what the Ma of the British bureaucracy and 
the Bap of the British bureaucracy has done for its adopted children. 
(Laughter.) Some of my own countrymen used to say in good faith, in 
admiration for the Britisher, in utter belief in their own professions, 
“ We are the children of British rule ”. Sir, that phrase was used by 
Eanade — “.Children of British rule ”. That was the extent to whion 
friendship and fidelity went in this country. I know we are the children 
of our own civilisation. I know we have a genius of our own. I know 
that we have got a record brighter, more beautiful and more glorious than 
the record of any nation on the face of the earth. But the extent to which 
Indian fidelity and friendship cbuld go is (represented in that phrase,' 
“Children of British rule,” and v^at have t]|lMK alien Ma Baps done 
ffie clbilldren of British rule? Is there a ahime Naval School In thu 
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country? Has India got a Navy? Are Indians naval ofi&cers? And 
Lord Birkenhead says without sham6 or remorse, “ What will happen if 
the Britishers withdrew from India?*’ What will happen but advertise- 
ment of ^he failure of the British in India? What happens by their per- 
sisting in this country ? If they remove themselves and baggage from 
this country, I am sure, Sir, that we will not be so hdpless as their own 
ancestors, the Britons, were when the Eomans went away from their 
country. 1 was saying that the expansion of the Navy began in earnest 
in Japan in 1871. It has not even begun in earnest but for the curaory 
announcement of the Publicity Officer, the reproduction by the Publicity 
Officer of an announcement about the Eoyal Indian Navy and “ the 
laudable ambition,” to use Lord Beading’s words, which “will now have 
its scope.” I want to know, Sir, if the British Government in 1927 are 
pre|)ared to do what tliev failed to dp up to now .and what Japan did in 
1871 : 

T}ie expansion of the Nciv\ liegtxn in earnest in 1871, when the Imperial Govern- # 
raent found itself able to muster seventeen ships, mostly of wood. Two years later 
a serond naval mission came out from England under Commander-, afterwards Vice- 
Admiral Sir Archibald L. Douglas, and in i875 and 1876 two vessels of 896 and 1,450 
tons respectively were launched from Japanese yards. In 1875 the Fusoh, an ironclad 
of 3,717 tons, and the Kongo and Hiyeif cruisers of 2,248 tons, were ordered from 
Great Britain, and in 1878 the Seiki, a cruiser of 1897 tons, built in Japan and manned 
solely by Japanese, for the first time carried the Japanese flag into European waters.*' 

Japanese flag into European waters I There is no Indian Navy to carry the 
English flag in Indian waters, much less an Indian flag in Indian waters. 
My moderate friends many of whom are not in this House because modera- 
tion is fast becoming extinct (Laughter) — my moderate friends said, “You 
might fly the British flag, but why don’t you give us opportunities?” and the 
extreme friends who wanted to put the Government on their own trail were 
prepared to accept the flying of the British flag from Indian ships. What 
have the Government done? They have givett us no opportunities. They 
say that we have the great right of flying the White Ensign I 

** Let me dwell for a moment upon two features in the announcement ** 
says our Publicity Officer dealing with the Viceroy’s announcement about 
the Indian Navy. 

** To the imagination of those, who understand the traditions of the British Empire, 
the privilege granted to the Indian Navy of the future to fly the White Ensign sl^uld 
appeal with special significance ..." 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : May I rise to a point 
of information? Have the Government Benches non-co-operated? They 
have all left. 

Mr. 0. Duralswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Bural) : They have cleared out bag and baggage. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mltra (Member for Industries and 
Lab6ur) : There are Members representing the Government. 

Mr. 0* fi. Banga Iyer: Sir, Sir Alexander Afuddiman, at any rate, is 
not willing to non-co-operate. The emptiness of the Government Benches 
is filled by the Leader of the House. 

Sir Darcy Lindaaj^ {Bengal: EuropeAd): Sir, I move that.th^ j^stiou 
be now put. Many of us 
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Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member^ if t«clinioaUy 
in order in moving the closure in the midst of a speech, biiti ij? Vill create a 
not cdtogether desirable precedetit vdiich I am not going to estattliSl^ in thie 
Assembly. I know of no instance in which closure has been accepted by 
the Chair during the midst of a speech and I do not want to make a de- 
parture. I should like to add that, even if all the other Honourable Mem- 
bers are on one side and the Honourable Member (Mr. C. S. Kanga Iyer) 
is in the minority oi one, the Chair has a special responsibility to see that 
his rights are protected. I hope, however, the Honourable Member will 
not abuse the indulgence which has been given to him. 

Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer: Sir, I believe it was Mr. Gladstone who spoke 
for two days on one occasion and we are supposed to follow the best British 
example in this country. (Laughter.) All that I had said the other day 
was that I would speak tot three hours. {An Honourable Member: 
“Divide.**) I find the Honourable the Leader of the European Benches^ 
saying “Divide**, because, so isx as matters political are concerned, the 
European and the bureaucracy are tarred with the same brush. 

Sir Darcy Lindsay: Sir, the Leader of the European Benches has listen- 
ed very patiently for nearly three hours and I do appeal to my Honourablef 
friend to bring his remarks to an early conclusion. 

Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer: People in this country have very patiently been 
putting up with this bureaucracy and irresponsibility for the last 150 years 
and the Leader of the European Group in this House has been reaping tha{ 
benefit of European autocracy in this country. Therefore, as against 160 
years of patient putting up with autocratic rule, we expect the gentleman t<^ 
exercise a little more of patience, and if ho is incapable of it, there is nobody 
to prevent him from leaving this House. (Laughter.) But I am not goin^ 
to waive the right of speaking out my mind on a question which affects 
our rights. My only privilege is to go on speaking and speaking in tbs 
hope that the wsdls of the bureaucratic Jericho will fall, even as one of 
those bricks fell in this House, (Laughter.) 

Mr. W. A. Moore (Bengal : European) : I move that the question be nov^ 
put. 

Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer; 

To the imagination of those ”, 

says the Publicity Officer, 

” who understand the traditions of the British Empire, the privilege granted to thA 
Jndian Navy of the future to fly the White Ensign should appeal with special signi** 
ficance.** 

There was no dispute at all as to what ensign should fly. But the dispute 
was that there should be an Indian Navy. The Japanese flag flew over the 
Japanese ships when the Japanese Navy was brought into existence, and 
though Indiana have been willing to fly the White Ensign, opportunities 
have been denied to Indians. Not that it is a great privilege to fly th^ 
white ensign .... 

The honourable 8ir Alexander Muddiman: On a point of order, Sia. 
Standing Order 29 lays down that a Member, while speaking, should not 
'use^ua mht of Speech for^ ike purpose of wilfully and persistently obstrjict- 
3ipg!:l|te business d/l the Assembly. I submit te you. Sir, iJiat this S{!ie<ich ' 
nas^gdne beyond tbo fimits of reasonable discussion. 
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Mr. President: The Standing Order says: 

** A Mmber, while speaking, shall not use^^s right of speeth for the {hirpose of 
wilfully and persistently obstructing the busies of the Assembly.’* 

I am not prepared to endorse the suggestion that the Honourable Mem- 
ber is using his right of speech for the purpose of wilfully, ansi persistently 
obstructing the business of the Assembly. I know tiae Honourable Mem- 
ber is speaking very feelingly and perhaps the Home Member himself 
would do the same if he were standing in place of the Honourable Member 
(Mr. Eanga Iyer). 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: We are deeply grateful to you, Sir, for protecting 
our privileges as you have always done. That is the only privilege that 
we have under the Montagu Act of electing our own President who repre- 
sents in himself the will of the House. I was saying some uncomfortable 
trutliB about the Boyal Indian Navy. The Home Member has no argu- 
ments to meet our case and naturally he wants to burke discussion. Sir, 
we are told by the Publicity Officer who commends this great privilege of 
flying the White Ensign on boats which have not yet come into existence ' 
and which may not be manned by Indians at all. 

** India by this is directly admitted at the outset) of her naval career to share in the 
record of the centuries of proud and gallant traditions for which that Ensign stands." 

Traditions indeed! India must pay for the Eoyal Navy, not an Indian 
Navy I I consider that there is nothing to encourage us in all the state- 
ments that the Ok>yemment have made in regard to the Eoyal Indian Navy. 
They have not told us, what we except of them, that this Eoyal Indian 
Navy will be for India what the British Navy is for England, and that it 
will be entirely manned by Indians. Complete Indianisation must 
begin straightaway. Indian students should be sent to Europe, to 
England and other countries, to all the countries which my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Jinnah, visited as a member of the Skeen Committee, and if 
need be to countries which he did not visit. Indians must be sent to all 
those naval schools. Money must be found by Government. A Govern- 
ment which can find money for the over-ied J. C. 8. in India, a Gk>vem- 
ment which can find money even for the imbom child of an I. C. S. 
man’s family,, that Government can certainly find money to institute free 
scholarships for hundreds and thousands of Indian youths and send them to 
Army and Navy Schools and Colleges in other parts of the world and then 
they will come back as great soldiers and Naval officers, as experts and in 
a very short time, in a shorter time than Japan itself, India will have an 
army, India will have a navy manned by Indians, managed by Indians, 
solving the unemployment question here. And when England is in danger, 
when some foreign invader puts England in peril — for have we not heard 
that even in the last War without India’s help England would not have 
won the war? — ^when such a peril arises even in the life of England, the 
Indian Navy will go to protect the shores of England, because. Sir, Inmans 
are a very grateful people. (Hear, hear.) Trust begets trust, gratitude 
begets gratitude, but distrust begets revolution. Eevolutionary ferment 
hhe not yet come into existence in this country only because the Ipdian, 
tHe grateful Indian, still hopes that the Government will do the needful, 
piake a formal conciliatory gesture, but treat India as Engl^hmen 
wWd like the English Government to treat ihe ^English people, as the, 
Canadians would the Canadian Government to treat the Oaiiadiaas* 
That is what wa w(cmt the British Govenmksnt to do. and for their l^neflt 
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I sh^ tell them what the Japanese did. “A large naval programme was 
intrbduced in 1882**. Instead of dilating on the glorious possibilities of 
flying the White Ensign I Englishmen to follow the example of 

iJapan: 

A large naval programme was introduced in 1882 and extended in 1886, and at 
the outbreak of the War with China, in 1894, the fleet included 28 ships with a dis- 
placement of 57,600 tons, brides 24 torpedo-boats. The expenditure on naval construc- 
tion from 1871 to 1^3 amounted to £24,000,000.** 

I do not want to go fully into the evolution of the army and navy in J apan, 
but I would make a present of this Book ** Japan, the Rise of a Modem 
Power*’ by R. P. Porter and other books also to Government. If neces- 
sary, they should send a commission of enquiry to Japan with representative 
men of both sides of the House to go into the question of how the Japanese 
introduced and adopted modem methods in their country, how they made 
their army and navy move with the currents and movements of modem 
diimes. 

In conclusion, the Home Member imagined when I was developing my 
speech, that I was obstructive. Obstruction is constitutionally right, 
^^enever you tell them that these are the grievances of the people, they 
say, you are obstructing. Whenever you endorse the Government ways, 
Government say, you are co-operating. This is neither obstruction nor co- 
operation, and if i want to obstruct I know how to obstruct. This is not 
obstruction, but this is only the presentation of the Indian case on an occa- 
sion of this kind with as much brevity as possible, for the history of British 
omissions in India cannot be more briefly put. My own friend and leader, 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, took a much longer time, last year, and I 
will only be following a precedent when I say that I am entitled to have 
a full say on the matter. But as I believe that others will follow, as I 
believe that the great Pandit himself will place his views before this House, 
and as I hope that the House will go into this question, because it is a very 
important question, I do not want to prolong my observations. Sir, I 
hope that the House would follow the lead that Panditji gave in 1924 and 
m^e a point of rejecting the finance Bill, if it is in its power to reject, 
if .not to place on record wh^ti it deems fit. For myself I have the conv 
eolation that my action is in agreement with the mandate of the Indian 
National Congress. Until this bureaucracy disappears, until this bureau- 
cratic system shares the fate of other bureaucratic systems in the worlds 
there will be no peace in this country, either to the people of India or the 
Princes of India both of whom are enslaved and exploited. Slaves are 
exploited and those who are unwilling to be slaves are made to abdicate. 
In the case of the people, they are flung into the prison and Princes are 
flxmg into exile. This system which stands between India and the light 
of the world ought to disappear. (Applause.) 

Kf. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i (Bombay Central Division: Non-Muhcun- 
madan Rural): In the course of the very interesting and lengthy speech 
which my Honourable friend, Mr. Ranga Iyer, has just completed, he very 
rightly drew attention to this question of the Royal Navy in connectiqu 
with the consideration of the constitutional issue. At the moment I pro- 
pose tq discus^ the constitutional side of the naval question as it is being 
discussed to-day, perhapa this very day, in the House of Commons. It ^ 
to my mind a distrust of tola House and an attempt to take away some oj 
the slight powers that this Hohse possesses to prevent it from discussing 

Jitiestion of the Royal Indiith Navy here first and to have ft in the House 
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of Commons afterwards. We find, however, that that question has gone 
through two or three stages in the English House of Commons and in the 
course of the debate in London it was stated that the Indian Legislative 
Assembly will get its opportunity latdr on to discuss the subject of the 
Indian Navy by way of consequential legislation. Here are the exact words 
of Lord Winterton as given in a press message appearing in the Pioneer of 
the 12th March, ^ the message being dated London, the 9th March. 

“ Earl Wintert<vi ^phasised that the Bill could not come into effective operation 
in India without oohsequertial legislation by the Assembly and presumably when the 
Assembly discussed the Bill there would be full opportunity to discuss the whole 
question of the Indian Navy. Moreover, the new Indian navy would be exactly in 
tne same position in relation to the Assembly as the Indian army 

-—which is very unsatisfactory indeed — 

“he 'commended the Bill to the House because to the best of Lord Birkenhead’s 
belief it was desired by the people of India.*** 

Each one of these sentences opens out an important aspect of the question 
of the Eoyal Navy. As I said just now , i do object to the question of the 
Indian Navy being promulgated first in the House of Commons and not in 
this Honourable House when w^e are sitting as an assembly of elected re- 
presentatives of the people of India. But, Sir, towards the end of that 
paragraph which I have just quoted the Under Secretary of State for India 
mentions that the Bill has to the best of Lord Birkenhead’s belief the sanc- 
tion of the people of India. Now, Sir, the only place I have been able to 
look up where His Lordship could have gathered this impression is the 
Eeport of the Indian Mercantile Marine Committee where in Chapter 6 
dealing with the Boyal Indian Marine the Committee say thatri 

“it is the almost unanimous desire of all Indian witnesses that the creation Of 
an Indian navy capable of defending the coasts, harbours and commerce of India should 
proceed ’* — 

— ^mark the words — 

“ hand in hand with the development of an Indian mercantile marine and we 
strongly recommend to Government that the reorganisation of the l^yal Indian Marine 
into such a service shall be undertaken with the least possible delay.*' 

Sir, the Government of India are in the habit of incorporating into execu- 
tive decisions only those recommendations of the Committee which euit 
them, ignoring others whicli do not happen to meet with their approbation. 
Here, Sir, is a matter where the Government of India have adopted partly 
the proposal which was meant to be adopted as a whole, namely, that the 
Indian Navy should be created hand in hand with the development of an 
Indian mercantile marine. Apart, therefore, from the fact that we have 
been prevented from discussing ab initio the question of the Eoyal Indian 
Navy, we are being presented by the Government of India with a fait 
accom'pli, the Eoyal Indian Navy being given as a great concession to the 
people of India. We are asked to enjoy the* privilege of flying the White 
Ensign on ships which arc not Indian ships, on ships which may not have 
Indian officers for several years to com^. We arc asked to enjoy the privi- 
lege of being participators in that tradition which the British Navy has^ 
built up for itself. How is it pos^hle for this cointry to do so when we 
find the Government ready to take np cpily those parts of the Marine Com- 
mittee's Veoommendaiions which suit them^ and to ignore the other^ Even 
in thf case of taking up those parts w^hfeh meet with their favour, they iell 
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th^ people one thing and at»t in another wa^. ]We were told that the ques- 
ti&D of the Eoyal Indian Navy was considered by the departmental com- 
mittee appointed to prepare the scheme for the reorganisation of the Eoyal 
Indian Marine; that this country will get from the British Navy a loan 
of four sloops which were ^seiitial in order that the Indian navy might 
begin to function. These are the words: 

“ The Committee assume that four sloops Will be provided by the Home Govern- 
ment on loan to the Indian Navy. This would have meant so muck less capital expen- 
diture for India **. 

Now, we find the Under Secretary of State informmg tlie House that it is 
not possible to provide four sloops that wore promised to India on the 
ground that no suitable sloops were available in the British Navy. Now, 
Sir, it is very strange that this information was not brought up at the time 
when the promise was made to the Government of India. That is a 
12 00 V. strange procedure, stranger than the one they have adopted ia 

connection with the recommendation of the Committee to which I made a 
reference in the early part of the speech. I aay, S^r, that you cannot have 
an Indian Navy in this country without your having an Indian mercantile 
marfne There is no country in tho world to-day, nor has there ever been 
which had a navy or which has a navy without its own natiional merchant 
marine to act as a bocond line of naval defence. Tho attempt is here made* 
as was brought out by one of the Labour Members in the House of Com- 
mons the other day, to put on tho Indian revenues certain of the burdens 
which have so far been borne by the British Treasury in connection with 
the British Nav\ However, we in this country would be quite preparecL 
to have a navy of our own and to reduce the burden on the British exche* 
quer, if we could have the navy, not on our own terms though we should 
be entitled to that, but on terms suggested by a committee appointed by 
the Government of India, terms which put* before the country a simul- 
taneous development of tho Eoyal Navy with the development of the Indian 
mercantile marine. With regard to the Eoyal Navy, the mind of the Gov 
emraent of India, as I said before, is already made up, and it would appear 
that the mind of the Government of India is also made up with regard to 
the question of an Indian mercantile marine, but in a different sense. So 
far as the Government are concerned, they are quite prepared to give us 
a navy. So far as the mercantile marine is concerned, they are not pre- 
pared to go the full length that was recommended by the Mercantile 
Marine Committee. And tho whole of tho intention of the Government of 
of India was laid before this House and the public in India last year on the 
19th March when the Honourable the Commerce Member spoke on a 
Besolution dealing with the subject To mv mind, Sir, the proper thing" 
would have been to scratch the Indian Navy if you were also coing to 
scratch the Indian mercantile marine. It will be said. Sir. that the mer- 
cantile marine was not scratched. {Several Honourable Members : VSer^, 
not scratch.'’) Either will do It might be said, Sir, that the Govern- 
ment of India wore doing their bit to develop the Indian mercantile marine 
when they provided training facilities by putting up a training ship But 
h^e again they are doing only a portion of what the IVfercantile Marine 
.Committee suggested, "^ile they c^re prepared to accept the whole a# 
the Indian Navv recommendation of tl|e Mercantile Marine Committee, 
tntK regard to the other recommendation they are onlv prepared to e^o a 
very little length, though it is the definite finding of that Committee tha€ 
thjs mere provision of training facilities is not enough to devel6^ an. Indian 
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mercantile marine. The Committee say that it is their view that som^' 
thing more is required beyond the provision of training facilities ; and that 
something more is, as the Committee has recommended, the researvation 
of the coastal trade of India to Indian ships. 1 do not see, Sir, how you 
can have an Indian Navy wiiliout an Indian mercantile marine. There 
is, as I said before, no countr\ in the world which would think of having 
a navy without merchant shipping to back it up. It is the merchant 
shipping that will provide the reserves of men and ships in case of war. 
The personnel of the mercantile marine would be the field from which the 
'Government could recruit its naval officers in time of need. Added to that 
we would obtain the full benefit of the provision of facilities by a training 
ship But instead of going ihe full length recommended by the Mercan- 
tile Marine Committee the Government of India decided, and their deci- 
sion was put before this House by the Honourable the Commerce Member, 
that tiie Government of India did not want to accept the recommendation 
of the Mercantile Marine Committee in so far as the coastal trade reserva- 
tion was concerned. 

Now, Sir, in order to point out that the grounds on which the Govern- 
ment of India refused to accept the recommendation of the Mercantile 
Marine Committee are unsound, I propose, with your pennission, to exa- 
mine at some length the speech! which the Honourable the Commerce 
Member made in connection with the subject of the coastal reservation as 
recommended by the Committee. I do so. Sir, because I feel that the 
spending of India's money — and here comes in the Finance Bill — on the 
!l^yai Indian Navy is not justified unless the Government are prepared tc 
tpke up measures by spending more money if necessary, to develop an 
Indian mercantile marine. The two things to my mind go together. H 
is '^ery fortunate, however, that the Mercantile Marine Committee have 
proposed a method by whiot the mercantile marine could be developed 
without the Government of Indict having to spend money in the earlj 
stages of development of shipping in the coastal trade That is. Sir, th€ 
reason whv T hope at this stage you will permit me to examine the ques- 
tion of the development the Indian mercantile marine and the 
reasons of Government for not Accepting the recommendation of the Mer- 
cantile Marine Committee on grounds which to my mind . . . 

The Honourable Sir Baeil Blackett: On a point of order Sir, I should 
like to ask, while the general question of the mercantile marine may be 
in order, whether an examination in detail of the question is not beyond 
the bounds of relevancy. 

Mt« Pnpsldeixt: I do not think the Honourable Member can really do 
jhatiefe to that big subject ,in a speech on the Finance Bill If he really 
wants 'the question to be thoroughly examined bv this House the best 
course for him to take is to put down a Resolution on the subject. At the 
same time I must observe that the general criticism of the poliev of the 
Government of India is perfectly admissible, but T would ask the Honour- 
able Member not to enter into details 

Mr, Sarabhai Nemchand Hajl: With your permission, Sir, I will not go 
into the details of that Committee's report, but if I may say so, I have a 
right to examine the reasons under which Government of India refused 
to accept One of the recommendations of the Mercantile Marine Committee 
while accepting another recommendation which requires the spending of 
India's money. 
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Mr. Preaident: What object has the HondJirable keriaber got in doing 
Does he wish to oppose the Finance Bill or to support it? 

Mr. Sarabhal Nemchand Haji: Well, Sir, so far as this particular ques- 
tion is concerned, I do feel that at this stage you will allow me to examine 
the grounds. 

5tr. President: The Honourable Member does not answer my question. 
What 18 the object underlying the examination of this question at this* 
stage? Does he wish to reject the Finance Bill or to support it? 

Mr. Sarabhal Nemchand Eaji: W^ell, Sir, I would certainly support the 
Finance Bill if I found that the Government of India was amenable to the 
acceptance of those recommendations which the Mercantile Marine Com- 
mittpe has made . . . 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member knows the position of the Gov- 
ernment of India in the matter; it has been definitely stated on the floor 
of this House by Sir Charles Innes more than once. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes (Member for Commerce and Bail- 
wa>s) : I should like to add, Sir, that a day was reserved for the discussion 
of tins subject in the Session of the Assembly last autumn, but at the spe- 
cific request of various Members it was not taken advantage of. 

Mr. President: I would suggest to the Honourable Member to consider 
whether he should not raise the whole question of an Indian mercantile 
marme and get it thoroughl;y discussed by a specific Eesolution instead of 
dealing with it in this manner. I know it is a very pet subject of the Hpn- 
ourauie Member and that he takes every opportunity of bringing it for- 
ward ; but I would ask him not to take up the time of the House at this 
stage b;^ discussing the details of that question. 

Mr. Sarabhal Nemchand Haji: As I was saying, I am quite prepared to 
support the Finance Bill in the hope that the Government of India will, 
in view of this question of the Hoyal Indian Navy, see their way to mend 
wh*?t I regard as their policy of error .... 

Mr. Preaident; The Honourable Member knows that the Government 
of India have already declared their policy and he is mistaken if he thinks 
they would at once here and now reconsider it after hearing the speech of 
the Honourable Member. Besides, the Finance Member is not in charge 
of iihat subject 

Mr. Sarabhal Nemchand Haji: I understood the position to be ^at we 
were here concerned with the Government of India as a whole, and there 
is nothing to prevent Sir Basil Blackett from replying on this point after 
consulting, if necessary, his colleague, the Honourable the Commerce 
Member. 

Mr. Preaident: Does the Honourable Member really expect the Gov- 
ernment of India to change their policy on the question in this manner? 
Is not the proper course for him to have the Question fullv examinpd Kv 
a specific Besolution? 
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Mr. Sarabhai NaxHcband Ea]i: I quite appreciate your remarks, Sir. I 
am merely suggestimg to the Government of India that here they can hove 
one vote in support of the Finance Bill. 

Mr. President: Ido not think the Government of India are going to 
purchase his vote at that price. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i: May I say, Sir, then? . 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is fully entitled to critdcise the 
geniral policy without entering much into the details. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: Thank you very much, Sir. I will not 
go into details ani I will just merely take the principal points in the atti- 
tude that the Government of India has taken in this regard. I should at 
the same time like to say a few words by way of reply to what the Com- 
merce Member said just now about an opportunity having been given last 
August. He knows perfectly well, as well as I do, that this is a new House 
and none of us here could be blanked for opportunities not having been 
availed of last year, if such was the ease. But, Sir, to return to the 
subject .... 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): May I say that I 
was not allowed to speak last year when T rose to reply to Sir Charles 
Innes on the subject? 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to speak this year? 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i: Coming to the subject, I will examine 
the principal grounds of the Government of India in connection with this 
•subject. The first is that this recommendation, namely, the reservation 
of ohe coastal traffic to Indian vessels alone is the adoption of a policy 
which introduces a principle new to British law. I propose to show you 
that the reservation principle is no such thing. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Sir, may I rise to a point of order? 
This is a very technical and difficult subject which the House will find it 
extremely difficult to understand.. It must take a long time for the Hon- 
ourable Member to explain anS^'for me to reply to him. I put it to you, 
Sir, that on a Finance Bill technical points of this kind should not be raised. 

Mr. President: I have more than once suggested to the Honourable 
Member what line he should take. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: In that case L will restrict myself; it 
was not my intention to go beyond the main grounds of the Government 
of India in connection with this subject; and if tlie Honourable the Com- 
merce Member imagines that thjs particular objection is not the main 
objection, I will proceed to deal with tlie next, and I think it will certainly 
save the time of the House a lot if he will be good enough to tell me .... 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is mistaken in tanking that 
the Government of India are going to change their policy, and give him a 
satisfactory reply in this way. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: In that case, Sir, 1 hope you will allow 
me to . . . 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: Oppose the Bill 
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Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Hajl: .... say tiiat my opinion on the 
si^ject, in so far as the general discussion permitted under the third stage 
orthe Finance Bill is cohcemed, is that this is a subject where I do feel 
that, unless an opportunity is given to ... . 

Mr. President: I understand the Honourable Member’s feeling on the 
particular question. I know it is a subject which he has particularly studied. 
But he takes a wrong opportunity of pressing it before the House and it 
will not help the cause which the Honourable Member has at heart. If 
the Honourable Member still wishes to continue he is technically within 
bis rights. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: Th^k you, Sir. ^ What I will do now 
IS just to lay down a general proposition to which I hope I will get the 
support from all Indian sides cf the House, namely . . . 

Mr. President: I cannot at this stage put any question to ascertain 
the views of the House and the Honourable Member knows it. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i: In one word, Sir, I will bring my re- 
marks to a close and it is this; that we caniiot consider the question of 
the Eoyal Indian Navy singly by itself; we cannot agree to spend the 
revenues of India upon a Eoyal Indian Navy if at the same time the Gov- 
ernment of India do nothing to develop the Indian mercantile marine 
along the lines recommended by the Indian Mer<yantile Marine Com- 
mittee. With these words, Sir, I bring my remarks to a close. 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas (Indian Merchants’ Chamber: Indian 
•Commerce): Sir, I assure the House that I will be very brief, but I must 
take this opportunity of putting before the House, and especially before 
the Finance Member, one or two particular points which strike me in 
connecticai with the financial position of India. Sir, the Bill which is 
now before the House for final reading is a warrant for the Govemnfent 
to rAise by taxation from the people of India during the next 12 months 
very ne'arly 40 to 50 crores of rupees. As one who believes and who 
convinced that the taxable capacity of the people of India has not only 
been reached but has almost over-steppefl, I wish to draw the atten- 
tion of the Finance Member for the next year and future years to the 
way in which the Military Department threaten to be unable to reduce 
expenditure any further and, if I understood the Finance Member cor- 
rectly, I understood that he more or less agreed with that department*. 
It appears to me, Sir, that the Finance Member thinks that no fur- 
ther reductions in military expenditure are possible, and for this reliance 
is placed on the remarks in the Tnchcapc Committee’s Eeport, page 58. 
The inoheape Committee there said that **with a further fall In prices, 
a reduction of 60 crores may be expected”. Now, I wish to draw the 
attention of the Finance Member to the fact that, since that was written, 
there has been a substantial fall in prices Since March 1923 in England 
itself — prices ruling in England do certainly count materially for the pm?^ 
pose of the Military Department — ^in England itself the index number of 
prices has fallen from. 163 to 147 in December last; but the fall in prices 
in India has been still heavier, and I was a little surprised when the 
Finance Member mterrilpted my friend Pandit Mala viva and reminded 
him that prices of certaht articles like cereals and w^heat had not fallen at 
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^ hH as compared with March 1928. But I wish tb point out to the Fintoce 
Member the following figures: 

Whilst there has been a rise under cereals from 119 in March 1923 to 133 
in December 1926 and for pulses from 111 in March 1923 to 160 in De- 
cember 1926, and for building material from 127 in March 1923 to 132 
in December 19^6, there have been drops under the following heads: 


March 1923. December 1926. 


Sugar ...... 

’ . 260 

186 

Othcir iuod articles 

224 

169 

^nuftu'turcs ...... 

221 

153 

textiles (wool and silk) .... 

, 160 

124 

Hides^and skin^ 

149 

118 

Metals . . 

160 

138 

Other raw and moniifactured artic^i^ . 

229 

152 

. (Reference: Indian Trade Journal, 27th January 1927.) 

Eeliable as these tridex numbers are ‘‘with reservation’' 

the Finance 


Member uses them d'ften and I hope my friend has satisfied himself as 
to how this drop in Indian prices affects the Military Budget. My own 
impression is, that owing to the heavy drop in cotton textiles and in 
metals and several other articles, there should be considerable saving, 
not to mention the saving in rupees owing to difference in exchange 
between Is. 3d. gold and Is. 6d. gold. I wish, Sir, to draw the special 
attention of the Finance Member to the remarks of the Inehcape Com- 
mittee under the li6a<!,i^/*Air Force''. I am now quoting from page 43: 

, ,, ’5' 

“ Since the potentialities of the Air Force in India are only now hieing proved 
Bud there is a possibility that the extended use of the Air Force might result in 
economies in expenditure on ground troops we make no recommendations."'^ 

t wonder if the Finance Member will think it worth his while to 
examine this possibility on the assurance of which the Inehcape Com- 
mittee omitted recommendations regarding the curtailment of expendi- 
ture in the Eoyal Air Force. As a matter of fact, Sir, the expenditure 
on the Eoyal Air Force has increased since 1923, and if reports are to 
be believed, it threatens to increase still further. I attach very great 
importance to a serious and continued watch being kept on the mili- 
tary expenditure. That it is outside the reach of this House and the fact 
that it 'is not votable is a sufficiently serious factor to make it a particu- 
larly grave responsibility on the shoulders of the Finance' Member, and 
it is therefore all the more necessary that he should examine every item 
of military expenditure very thoroughly. 

Sir, I cannot sufficiently deplore the lack of a reply to my suggestion 
that an Advisory Committee may be appointed from out of elected Mem- 
bers of this House to sit with the Military Department on the same lines 
as Advisory Committees are associated with other ^ departments of the 
Government of India. 
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Eegarding Aden, Sir, I understood from the Foreign Secretary, when 

replied to a few remarks from us on the general debate, that the ques- 
Ifion of the arrangement arrived at between the Government of India and 
the Imperial Government was one of arithmetic. I should have thought, 
Sir, that some of us did not generally go wrong as far as the arithmetic 
part of a question went. • But I should like to ask the Foreign Secretary 
whether the Government., of India propose^ now that the partial transfer 
of Aden to the Imperial Government is decided on, whether they have 
any idea now to claim compensation from that Govt^mment in connec- 
tion with the capital expenditure already incurred in Aden at the expense 
of India for such items as barracks, fortifications, roadways, water works 
end other items in connection with the military equipment of Aden till 
now. Sir, since the Montagu -Chelmsford Reforms were introduced, the 
Provincial Governments and the Government of India have been calcu- 
lating almost with actuarial accuracy in connection with, the neces- 
sary transfer of property from one Government to another in India. I 
wonder if we may have a rough idea of how muob Indian money was 
spent in Aden on the various items mentioned by me, and whether, now 
that the control is to be passed Ofi to the Imperial Government or the 
Colonial Office as the case may be,, the Government of India propose to 
recover from that Government the capital expenditure incurred at the 
expense of the Indian tax-payer. 

As^far as our revenue is concerned, I wish to touch upon one aspect 
of it. The Finance Member himself admitted, Sir, that owing to diver- 
sion of traffic from Bombay to coastal seaports the loss under the head 
* customs revenue ’ was over one crore of rupees during the year which is 
now ending. Now, Sir, this one crore of rupees loss is the direct loss in 
customs revenue to the Government of India. It involves a correspond- 
ing or greater loss to persons trading in British India. I need not go 
into figures of this here. When, however, you have such items as 
sugar and matches carrying customs duty to the extent of 30 to 40 per 
cent., I might point out to the Finance Member, that it is very necessary 
to tighten the screws which at present permit of such diversion of traffic 
at such an unprecedented pace. Since this question was raised here during, 
this Session, I have received several telegrams fiom friends in Kathiawar 
appealing to me not to be a party to anything which may he hard on the 
people of Kathiawar. I have replied to them pointing out that as long 
as ruling Princes who control ports in Kathiawar restrict ihemselves'* to 
justifiable competition, clean competition, none would mind it. In fact 
many may welcome it. Indeed, one may name a port in Kathiawar which 
has been importing articles from abroad for years now, and nobody has 
raised any voice against it. If I may be allowed to mention that State, 
it is Bhavnagar. She has been importing goods from abroad for years 
now, and she has been charging the same duty as in British India," and 
nobody ever thought it necessary or advisable to complain about it. 
But what has been done during the last few years? This enterprise has 
passed all bounds of honest, straightforward and clean competition, and 
it is against that that we want the Government of India to afford protec- 
tion to the ports which insist on fair trading. I know the Finance Mem- 
ber has said that from the 1st of April next free transhipment of cargo will 
be stopped. That '^rill, however, give very slight relief. We really want 
whole-hearted action "on ijbe part of Government to check this unfair com- 
petition on the part of ^me coastal ports. In the telegrams I have 
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received, it is stated that should the Viramgeun cordon^ be replaced, the^ 
will be considerable hardship to passengers from Bombay to Kathiawar 
and Kathiawar to Bombay. I myself have many friends and a few rela- 
tives in Kathiawar, and I cannot possibly be a party to anything which 
may put the people of Kathiawar to any kind of hardship, but the right 
remedy for such people who feel for passengers travelling between British 
India and Kathiawar is to approach the Princes who practically compel 
us in this House and who, if I may say so, compel the Government of 
India, Sir, to resort to severe measures for the protection of trade in British 
India. I therefore feel that it is high time Princes in control of such 
ports are made to realise that, if a game has to be played, both sides can 
play it. I still hope that the Government of India may be able to impress 
upon such Princes the imperative necessity of dropping such objection- 
able methods. If unfortunately it cannot be done, I hope that the Gov- 
emnJent of India will give the fullest measure of protection to the com- 
merce and trade of British India. 

I have pleasure. Sir, in supporting the third reading of this Bill. 

Mr. P. B. Haigh (Bombay: Noipinated Ofi&cial) : Sir, I do not wish 
to detain the House for more than a few minutes at this late hour. (Sir 
Darcy Lindsay: “Hear, hear“.) Nevertheless, in spite of the discourage- 
ment of my Honourable friend over there, I must say just a few words 
on the poiat which has been raised by my Honourable friend from Bom- 
bay, Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas. And in order. Sir, that 1 may not 
involve myself in the same difficulties as my Honourable friend also from 
Bombay, Mr. Haji, I may explain at the very outset, first that I support 
the Bill, secondly that I wish to speak on the particular point of the 
Kathiawar ports, thirdly that I do not wish to go into details, and fourthly 
lhat I hope to get an answer from the Honourable the Finance Member on 
the point. I may also say in this connection, that I too like Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas have received a telegram on this subject. My 
telegram is not from the merchants in Kathiawar or Bombay but from 
the Bombay Government. I have been asked to press this matter very 
strongly upon the notice of the Honourable the Finance Member. The 
point I wish to lay stress upon is this, that most of this trade that comes 
through the Kathiawar ports and then finds its way into British India by 
some curious method which enables an article which has travelled all the 
way from Bombay and been transhipped to Kathiawar, to come back to 
British India through Kathiawar and then to Bombay, to be sold in the 
Bombay market at less rates than if it had been landed at Bombay har- 
bour itself — this remarkable trade is a trade which would never have come 
ink Kathiawar at all if it were not for the existence of the ports of 
Karachi and Bombay. Most of the articles with which we are concerned 
come from overseas in ocean-going vessels and. although it is true that 
t'here are one or two small ports which can receive ocean-going vessels in 
Kathiawar, the capacity of these ports is very small and the great majority 
of the trade must come to the shores of India through the gateway of 
Bombay or Karachi. And yet by the arrangement at present in force we 
are simply allowing these articles to be transhipped to Kathiawar and to 
come back into British India to* the detriment of merchants' in British 
India, to the loss of customs revenue, to the loss of port dues in British 
Indian ports and to all the other incidental losses that must occur when 
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trade is diverted like this. It was in 1924, Sir, three years ago, that the 
'Bombay Government addressing the Government of India stated that 
"they considered vigorous action necessary. We welcome. Sir, the assnr- 
€ince that the free transhipment is going to be stopped with effjct from 
the 1st of April this year. My Honourable friend thinks that this is 
only a partial remedy. Well, it will be necessary to see in course of 
time what effect tliat produces. What I wish to press upon the Honour- 
able the Finance Member is this, that unpleasant as the Viramgam line 
may be and although its restoration is a matter which one hesitates to 
recommend straightaway, what we do ask for is this, that the Govern- 
ment of India should take prompt action and effective action to put a 
stop to these unjustifiable losses. T hope, Sir, that the Honourable the 
I’inance Member will be able to give us some assurance that very speedy 
a(?tion will be taken, 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub (Bohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham- 
madan Eural) : Sir, 1 fully realise that the House seems to be saturated 
witli the speeches and the House is not in a mood to hear any more talk 
on the subject. (Ones of: ‘'^Go on**.) But, Sir, I think it will not be 
right if I were to record a silent vote on this occasion and I therefore 
crave your indulgence to speak only for about 5 or 10 minutes. Sir, my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Eanga Iyer, who represents the same constituency 
to wliich I have the honour to belong, started his speech by saying “ No 
ta^catiou without representation.** Nobody at least in this House can 
object to the soundness of this fonnula but. Sir, if my Honourable friend 
Mr. Eanga Iyer is not a representative of the people of this country and 
particularly of the people of my constituency, I do not know in what 
'ca].aciiy he has the right to stand in this House and speak on behalf of 
the people of the country. 

An Honourable Member: The fraction of his electorate. 

Mr, 0, S. Ranga Iyer: I talk as a representative. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Well, he represents a small fraction, but 
f; fraction is also a pari of the whole, and if all the Honourable Members 
of this House do not represent the public of the country, T do not think 
they have any right to come into the House and to talk as re])resentatives 
of the people. 

Mr, C. S, Ranga Iyer: Even if he is not a representative in this House, 
under the Montagu-Ohelmsford constitution he is a misrepresentative here. 
(Laughter.) 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Well, misrepresentation. Sir, is also repre- 
sentation. I quite agree, Sir, that my friend is misrepresenting his consti- 
tuency and the people of the country, I realise that fully, but that is also 
a sort of representation. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Sir, I stood for election on the specific question 
of no taxation without representation ** and continued rejection of the 
Finance Bill until India has Swaraj. I fully represent my constituency. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Well, he may have come on any ticket, 
but* at any rate the people of the country are being represented in this 
House through my Honourable friend and his other colleagues here. 

Mr. 0. 8. Ranga Iyer: Not adequate representation: 
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Haolvi Muhammad Yakub: Bepresentatiou, Sir, may not be adequate. 
We do not say the representation is adequate and we also want more re- 
presentation, but after all we are here as representatives and my Honour- 
able fnend cannot say that India is not represented. When we propose 
Epsolutions in this House, when w'e reject Eesolutions in this House, we 
say we are representing the people of this country. When we propose 
amendments, when we reject amendments, when we carry amendments, 
we say that we represent the feelings of this House. Only the other day 
wh(n we w^ere discussing the liailway Budget, my friend Mr. Eanga Iyer 
associated with me in demanding increase of pay for the low-paid Indian 
railway servants. Then when we ... . 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I did 
not dissociate* myself from the Honourable Member, and as to the repre- 
sentative character of the House, I say, so long as the Government and 
nominated Members are here, it cannot be representative. 

Mr. President: Order, order, it is not a question of personal explanation 
at all. * 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Sir, I want to give a reply to the arguments 
brought forward by my Honourable friend. We had the patience, to our 
great pains, to hear him for at least five or six hours. I hope he w ill allow 
me to speak for a few minutes unmolested. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer,: I did not speak for five or six hours. 

An Honourable Member: It felt like it. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: What I submit, Sir, again to my Honour- 
able friend is that when w^o were speaking on the General Budget, my 
Honourable friend associated with me and said that we w^nt more pay, 
more house allowance, more uniforms for the subordinate postal service. 
Now% Sir, he is urging upon the Government to spend more money. But 
w'hen the time comes to supply this money for this expenditure, which my 
Honourable friend has himself allowed to pass, then he says, We are 
going to refuse the grants and we are not going, to pass the Finance Bill.” 
Now, Sir, is it not blowing hot and cold in the same breath? It is absurd 
to pass expenditure and when it comes to the time for granting the money 
for this expenditure, to say that w^e refuse to grant that expenditure. Sir, 
T have every respect for the no-changers. I have respect for the sincerity 
of their views, though I may not agree with them, because they think that 
the Eeforms are a sham; that the Beforms are not useful for the country 
and therefore they abstain from coming into the House, they abstain from 
taking any part in the Eeforms. But, Sir, I am quite, unable to under- 
stand the mentality of my friend, Mr. Eanga Iyer, and his colleagues when 
in the same breath they say that the Eeforms are a sham and they utilise 
these very Eeforms, they spend thousands of rupees on election campaigns, 
they take the benefit of these Eeforms, they sit on sub-committees, they 
work on all the Standing Committees, even when there is any place of 
honour vacant in the House, they put in their candidates, and men of their 
party always want places of honour. But, Sir, when it comes to supply- 
ing money for carrying out the work they say the Eeforms are bad and 
they want to reject the Finance Bill, Is it logical? Is there any sense 
in it? T say, Sir, not. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall (West Punjab* : Non-Muhammadan) : Do you think 
that the Eeforms are satisfactoi^? 
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Maulvl Muhammad Yakub: I do not challenge the views of my Hon- 
ourable friend Mr. Eanga Iyer when he, like an old widow, goes on bewails 
ing and weeping for the sorrows and grievances of Indians. Sir, I assurd 
the House that I am quite in association with him about the grievances of 
Indians. Sir, the tradition of belonging tq a ruling race is quite recent in 
my people. Wo have been in this condition only for about 100 years and 
we feel the pinch of slavery more than my Honourable friend does. But, 
Sir, the question is this. Is this the way of obtaining Swaraj? Is this the 
right road to the goal of Swaraj? Was Swaraj won by any country by 
making long speeches in the House? (Laughter.) 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: What did Parnell do? 

Maulvl Muhammad Yakub: Has South Africa gained Swaraj by mak- 
ing: long speeches? Has Canada gained Swaraj by making long speeches?, 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: The South Africans gained it by revolution. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer: Is the Honourgible Member prepared for war? 

Mr. President: Order, order. Maulvi Muhammad Yakub. 

Maulvl Muhammad Yakub: If really my Honourable friend is sincere 
to get Swaraj, I hope. Sir, that he will try to adopt the measures which 
other countries have adopted to win Swaraj. But, Sir, certainly this cannot 
be the way to obtain Swaraj. 

Nawab Sir Sahlbzada Abdul Qaiyum (North-West Frontier Province: 
Nominated Non-Official) : Let them take the lead in it. 

{An Honourable Member: “Join in it.’') 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: 1 thought that my gallant and Honourable 
friend from the Frontier, who always talks of doing something practical, 
would take the lead and I would follow him. 1 do not expect that he 
will 

Nawab Sir Sahlbzada Abdul Qaiyum: I want no Swarajist friends to 

take the lead. 

Mr. President: Ozxler, order. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Well, Sir, we arc all anxious to get res- 
ponsible government in this country. The difference lies in this. I say 
that the methods adopted by my Honourable friend will never lead him 
to Swaraj. He knows, as well as I do, what the obstacles are in the way 
of getting Swaraj, and I would appeal to him that instead of wasting his 
time and our time for hours in this House, if he considers that the Reforms 
are a sham, he should try and plough other more fertile fields and prepare 
the country to get Swaraj. But, Sir, it is certainly not right that we 
should follow a half-hearted and self-contradictory policy. We sanction 
the expenditure and then we refuse to allow the money for carrying on 
the administration by means of the expenditure which we have already 
granted. 

With these remarks, Sir, I oppose my Honourable friend and support 
the passing of the Finance Bill. 

CAn Honourable Member: “I move that the question Be now put.’*) 

Mr. President: I should like to close the debate, but the Honourable 
Member knows that there are so many Members yet anxious to take part 
m the debate that I feel I should continue for sometime. 
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. Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru (Agra Division: Non-Muhammadan. 
Bfiral) : Sir, I should like to take €ui vantage of this occasion to say a word 
aoout our customs tariff. In 1913-14, that is the last pre-war year, we. 
got. a revenue of 11 J crores from Customs and it formed about l/7th of our 
total revenue. In the coming year we expect to get about 484 crores 
from customs duties and they will form about 40 per cent, of our toted 
revenue. The weight of the customs duties, as the Taxation Enquiry Com- 
mittee put it, is increasing and there is a large variety of rates. It is 
obvious, therefore, that there should be a careful elaboration of the tariff 
and that it should be based on scientific principles. I should have thought 
that the Keport of the Taxation Enquiry Committee having been published 
a year ago, Government would have done something in this direction. Per- 
haps they have done something. If so, I should like to know what has 
been done. If iK^thiiig has been done, I would suggest strongly to them 
tihat.|the revision recommended by the Taxation Enquiry Committee should 
be carried out at an early date by an impartial body. I would personally 
suggest that the inquiry should be referred to the Tariff Board. But if 
some other body is selected, it is necessary that Indians should be ade- 
quately represented on it. The question of tariffs is of the greatest im- 
portance to our industries and the place which industries occupy in the 
minds of Indians is, as Honourable Members know, a high one. It is 
therefore of the very greatest importance that the inquiry that is conducted 
should bo such as would carry conviction to the country at large and to 
this House in particular. I wish to say specially that it will not do if the 
inquiry is merely departmental and a subordinate officer or even a superior 
officer of the Department is appointed to conduct it. There ought to be 
a Board on which Indian views will be fully represented. 

I should also like to refer in this connection. Sir, to the lac industry. 
Now, we all know the objections raised to export duties. But as Gov- 
ernment are well aware, the imposition of a duty on unmanufactured lac 
was a point on which the Taxation Enquiry Committee were unanimous. 
They certainly asked that a further inquiry should be made into the 
matter, but they held that if it was found necessary a duty should be im- 
posed. Has anything been done in that connection? This duty is of the 
greatest importance to the Mirzapur District in the United Provinces and 
I have special pleasure, therefore, in bringing this matter to the notice of 
Government. 

I should also like to draw their attention to the gold thread industry 
with which, I have reason to believe, the Honourable the Finance Member 
is not unfamiliar. I am told — ^I have no personal acquaintance with the 
matter myself — that there is really no competition now between the real 
gold thread industry in India and the real gold thread coming from France 
or any other country on the Continent. I am told that the 30 per cent, 
duty has killed that competition and that the competition is really between 
the real gold stuff of India and the imitation stuff that comes from foreign 
countries. If it is so, T should like to know what the policy of Govem- 
inent in this matter is. I can understand two real stuffs competing, but 
I cannot understand imitation stuff being allowed to compete with real 
stuff. 

Lastly, Sir, I should like to refer to the export duty on hides. Coming 
as I do from the United Provinces it was a matter of satisfaction to me 
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that the House decided yesterday with your valuable support to retain that 
duty. 

Honourable Sir OharleiS limes: It is not the view of the Mirzapore 
Association. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzni: I was coming to that. The Honourable 
Member triumphantly referred to the view of an association in Mirzapore 
in favour of the removal of the export duty. But he forgot lhat if the 
leather industry is strong anywhere in the United Provinces it is in 
Cawnpore atid Agra, and their opinion seems to be against the proposal of 
the Government. If Government wish to help Mirzapore, let them take 
up the question of the lac industry and see whether it is necessary to im- 
pobe a duty on the export of unmanufactured lac. The debate yesterday 
showed that nobody is, in theory, for a permanent retention of the export 
duty on hides, but what is necessary for Government to realise is that 
there is such a thing as the leather industry in India. If they have for a 
long time been thinking of removing this duty, was it not necessary that 
they should before asking this House to remove it come with proposals 
which would alleviate the difficulties of the leather industry? All that the 
House asked Government yesterday to do was to postpone the considera- 
ation of the removal of the export duty till their proposals with regard to 
the leather industry as a whole were ripe for consideration. In spite of 
the figures given yesterday by the Honourable Sir Charles Innes, there is 
no doubt that the imposition of the duty in September 1919 has not hurt 
the trade in raw hides to tho extent suggested by several speakers. It 
must be borne in mind in this connection that the quantity of raw hides 
exported had fallen to about 19,000 tons in the year before the export duty 
was levied 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : On a point of 
order. Sir. Is it in order to re-open the whole question of the export duty 
on hides which has already been settled in a previous debate? 

Mr. President: On the Finance Bill the whole administration comes 
under review and it is very difficult to rule this out. I would, however, 
ask the Honourable Members not to reopen the question which has been 
fully discussed. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: If the Honourable the Finance Member 
will have patience, he will see that I will not reopen that question. I want 
only to point out that the trade in raw hides is not in a parlous condition 
because of the export duty, and that therefore Government and those en- 
gaged in that trade can well afford to wait till proposals are matured for 
giving relief to the leather industry, and I hope that this point is in order 
even in connection with the Finance Bill. India exported only 19,000 tons 
of raw hides in the year previous to that in which the export duty was 
imposed, and in 1925-26 the quantity of raw hides exported amounted to 
28,500 tons. . . . 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: 1918 was war time. 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru: In 1920 after the War it was 18,500 tons 
and in 1925-26 it was 28,500 tons. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: In 1913-14 it was 60,000 tons. 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru: The Honourable Member removed a duty 
of 10 per cent, in 1928 and if it was the export duty that was preventing 
the expansion of the trade in raw hides, we should have seen a considei^able 
improvement after the removal of the duty .... 
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The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Is it really necessary for the Honour- 
able Moiiber to flog a dead horse? 

Pandit EUrday Nath Eunzru: I would not flog a dead horse, if the 
Honourable Member would even now say that he would not come forward 
next year with his proposal to remove the duty on the export of hides without 
at the same lime bringing forward proposals for the protection of the leather 
industry. *The Honourable Sir Charles Innes made a long speech yesterday 
which did not contain, a single word of hope so far as this industry 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member might wait till next year. 

The Honourable Sir Olmles Innes: We did refer to the Tariff Board 
whether the boot and shoe industry of India needed protection. The only 
applicant withdrew and nobody else came forward and we had to remove the 
name of that industry from the list of the Tariff Board’s work. 

sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas : That is a different thing altogether. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru: That is a different thing altogether. Be- 
sides, the Honourable Member knows that it is not easy in the condition in 
which the trade is to get evidence. Go to Mirzapore where the lac industry ^ 
is suffering, and yet if you ask people who have the largest share in the 
lac trade, they will not be able to provide you with facts and figures which 
would easily stand the scrutiny of a body like the Tariff Board. Surely 
the Honourable Member knows that and it is not fair of him that he should 
say that the fact pointed out by him is a c?^nclusive argument against the 
consideration of this question in future. 

Then there is one thing more which I should touch on, and that is the 
duty on newsprint. I do not want to go into it in detail, but I should like 
to bring to the notice of Government one fact which is contained in the 
leading article of the Tjeader of the 17th March, and it is this. Newsprint 
formerly paid a duty of about 15 per cent, or 2 as. 3 pies per lb. The 
makes out that that is not really the market price of a lb. of paper. 
The market price according to it is 1-6 pies. If on that, according to the new 
ruling a rluiy of one anna is to be levied, it amounts to a duty of 67 per cent. 
I know that the Honourable the Commerce Member has promised to take 
the matter into consideration, but if the facts are, as pointed out by the 
Leader, then he need not wait to receive representations from the paper 
industry. It is a matter in which he might take the initiative himself. 

The Honourable Sir Gharles Innes: They can bring ft up. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru: Before I sit down, I should like to say 
a word about tKe provincial contributions. The Honourable the Finance 
Member yesterday asked us how we would go back to our provinces and face 
our electors after having prevented the Government from remitting fBe 
provincial contributions. He seemed to throw the entire responsibility for 
that on the non-official Members. 

Tkd Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Hear, hear. Entire? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru : I hope the Honourable Member will listen 
patiently to me. In my own Opinion the responsibility rests entirely on 
’Government. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: The Honourable Member may teljl 
me so, but it will not make any change in the result. 
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Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: That is the worst part of the present 
iiystem of administration. We know that we cannot influence 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: The fact remains that the respon- 
sibility rests with the Honourable Member whatever he may say. 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru: I know that the Honourable Member does 
not like that the responsibility for his action should be imposed on him. 
That is perfectly human and^ natural, but facts are too strong for him. He 
asks us to accept the policies of Government. Their policies are the quintes- 
sence of wisdom. The practical arrangements that they make to carry dut 
their policies are a model of administrative efficiency. Those two things 
must be taken for granted. If there is anything that admits of change it 
is non-official opinion and sentiment. ,The debt redemption scheme cannot 
undergo any change 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: It has been approved by the House 

and voted this year. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: I know it very well. But it never came 
under discussion. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: W^hose fault was that? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru : It came under the guillotine. The Honour- 
able Member knows that this matter formed the subject of discussion. . . . 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Every time it formed the subject 
of discussion and was voted upon, that ha6 been in favour of Government. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Just as the decision in regard to Is. 6d. 

ratio was in favour of the Government I Whenever we refer to the scheme ' 
of debt redemption the Honourable Member raises the cry of “thief, thief." 
In this matter I should like to say that it is not merely we, the irresponsible 
Members on this side, who ask for a revision of the scheme of debt redemp- 
tion, particularly in so far as it relates to the productive debt, but the re- 
presentative of a responsible Government like the Madras Government sug- 
gested the same course to the Finance Member the other day and I doubt 
whelher the non-official European opinion which is certainly conversant with 
business methods would be unanimously on the side of Government. It is 
no use saying whenever we refer to that scheme of debt redemption that it 
^ ^ ^ is a raid on the sinking fund. A mere phrase will not prevent us 
from putting forth what is a real grievance and what fs regarded 
as such not merely by the non-official Members but by Members on the other 
side also. 

Then there is military expenditure. The Honourable Member sAid 
yesterday that it was not fair to say that he had done nothing to bring down 
^ military expenditure. Now, so far as I remember, I have never said 
anything of the kind. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: If the Honourable Member will 
allow me to interrupt, he said that the military expenditure had increafl|ed 

by a crorfe and I pointed out that the net figure was 4 lakhs. ; 

# 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunziu : As I pointed out to the Honourable Metn- 
ber yesterday I was referring to the standard level of military expenditure. 

' The established charges have risen from 54-24 crores in the Budget for 
, 1926-27 to 65>25 crores in the Budget for 1^7-28. 
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The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I was referring to the net expendi- 
ture. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru : Although it may be that the net expendi- 
ture has not risen by a crore on account of surplus stores and other things, 
we are faced in the immediate future with the prospect of that rise in net 
expenditure even. I was saying that so far as I remember neither I nor 
any Member of this House charged the Finance Member with not trying 
to bring down military expenditure. We recognise that it has come down 
during his term of office. If he will allow me to remind him, in the speech; 
with which he closed the budget discussion he said he thought that the 
military expenditure was at its minimum and that he certainly would not 
like that it should be cast in the teeth of the Finance Department that it was. 
standing in the w’ay of India having an efficient anny. It is of that atti- 
tude that I complain. He did say the other day that he did net accept the 
Commander-in-Chief ’s dictum that the Army in India could not have one 
mab or one rupee less. But his statements have been rather contradictory 
and he has only himself to blame if at times we feel bewildered by what 
he has said on the subject. He has only to show that his sympathies are 
on our side and that in the inner councils of Government he will continue 
to press for reduction in military expenditure for all complaints to cease so 
far as he himself is concerned. 

(At this stage some Honourable Members got up to speak.) 

Mr. President: I do not know if it is the general desire to close the 
debate by the recess time. I should like to conclude this debate before the 
recess. (Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya got up) I hope you will not take 
long because I wish to close this debate at half past one. 

(Some Honourable Members: “I move that the question be now put.") 

Mr. President : Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Eural) : I am gratcfxil to you, Sir, for giving me an opportu- 
nity to say what I wish to say on the Finance Bill. I regret with many 
other Members that the time allowed for the discussion is not longer, because 
a matter of the importance of the Finance Bill does require full consideration 
in all its aspects. I submit. Sir, that the proposal to pass the Finance Bill 
imposes a very heavy responsibility on Members of this House and we have 
to consider very fully whether we shall discharge that responsibility by sup- 
porting the Finance Bill or not supporting it. The position is quite clear. 
We have not the power under the constitution which has been provided to 
regulate the expenditure of the revenue raised from the taxes except to a 
very small extent, and I submit that as we have not the power to regulate 
the expenditure of the money raised through the taxes, we cannot take upon 
ourselves the responsibility of imposing the taxes. The Statute of 1919 con- 
tains one important feature which I most value, the power given to this 
Assembly to legislate. It lavs upon us the responsibility for exercising that 
power correctly. The present Budget is a Budget which contains surpluses 
which are unreal, maintained by indirect, additional taxation by reason 
of the rupee Having been maintained at Is, 6d. Heavy taxation has been 
imposed since the War. The Inchcape Committee pointed out that since 
1919 the new taxation that had been imposed was estimated to yield 49 
crores annually. That taxation has not been reduced except for the 
abolition of the cotton excise duty, taking the salt duty back to its pre-war 
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level and some small things. I submit, Sir, that expenditure has enor- 
mously increased since the war. It has been not merely lavish, but ex- 
travagant. This fact is indelibly written in stone in New Delhi, on the. 
buildings that have been erected in New Delhi. The extravagance of the 
Government is writ large in the construction of New Delhi. It will be 
a matter for shame and regret for all time that we Indians did not stand 
up and protest against it sufficiently strongly, even though our protests 
would have gone in vain. Sir, the transfer of the expenditure on New 
Delhi from the revenue to the capital account was suggested and supported 
in the expectation that the amount spent would always be visible and 
that it would prevent the figure from rising high unreasonably. It has 
had the contrary result, and I myself regret that I was one of those who 
suggested, along with the late Mr. Gokhale, that the expenditme should 
be taken from capital. Sir, New Delhi stands, and will stand for ever, 
as one of the most sadly eloquent proofs Of the extravagance of the Gov- 
ernment of India. It makes a very sad contrast with the condition of the 
great mass of the people living round Delhi and throughout the country. 

Expenditure has enormously increased during the last few years. It 
was 78 crores in 1914, it rose to 130 crorcs in 1925-26. It is going to be re- 
duced this year by only five crores and that also by maintaining the rupee at 
la. 6d. T am quite aware that prices have risen during the period. If you 
put down oven a 50 per cent, increase as due to the rise in prices, the rise in 
the total expenditure has still been very high indeed, and it has been met by 
large additional taxation. The cavil expenditure has risen high on salaries, 
pensions and other allowances, and yet the number of Indians employed 
has not risen half as much as it should have. This rise in expenditure 
is largely due to the number of Europeans employed at present in high 
appointments. As one glaring instance, no Indian has been appointed on 
the Eailway Board even after the repeated requests of this Assembly. That 
is how the matter stands regarding civil expenditure including railw^ays. 

When we come to the military expenditure that tells the saddest tale. 
In 1859 the army was amalgamated with the British army. Protests were 
made at that time. It was adopted against the almost unanimous opinion 
of the most experienced British officers who had served for a life time in the 
Indian army. It was described by Sir Charles Trevelyan as based on a?, 
principle which had been found to be ‘‘extravagant and crushing in prac- 
tice"'. There were protests made again and again even by the Govern- 
ment of India against the excessive expenditure which India has had to 
pay under the scheme. To quote' only one instance, in 1878 the Govern- 
ment of India observed: 

** that placed as it was under the serious responsibility of so administering the 
affairs of the greatest dependency of the British Crown that while British supremacy 
is strictly guarded the means of securing that end shall not unduly weigh on the 
people of the country, it was constrained to represent to Her Majesty’s Government 
that the burden thrown upon India on account of the British troops is excessive and' 
beyond what an impartial judgment would assign in considering the relative material 
wealth of the two countries and the mutual obligations that subsist between them. 
All that we can do is to appeal to the British Government for an impartial view ol 
the relative financial capacity of the two countries to bear the charges that arise from 
the maintenance of the army of Great Britain and for a generous consideration of the 
share assigned by the wealthiest nation in the world to a dependency so comparatively 
poor and so little advanced as India.” 

In 1880, after the Afghan war, the late Professor Fawcett ratsed a strong 
debate in the House of Commons on the injustice of India being saddled' 
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with the expenses of that war. There was a memorable discussion on the 
subject. It was said that the object of maintaining the British army, at 
the level at which it was maintained in India, was not merely the protec- 
tion of India but also the maintenance of British power and prestige in 
the East. Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, speaking before the Indian Expenditure 
Commission, Sfiid: 


“ What I urge is that the British Army is mainly for the maintenance of British 
Rule against internal or external troubles. But for present practical purposes I accept 
that the Army is for the benefit of India also, as for that of Britain; and I urge, 
therefore, that, leaving alone even the poverty in India, Britain in fairness to India 
should share the expenditure, say half and half, for what is a common purpose of 
equally vital importance to both. The Government of India (see their despatch of 
25th March 1890) correctly puts the- position : ‘ Millions of money have been spent on 
increasing the Army in India, on armaments and fortifications to provide for the security 
of India, not against domestic enemies, or to prevent the incursions of the warlike 
peofles of the adjoining countries, but to maintain the supremacy of British power 
in the East.” 

This was said by the Government of India themselves, Sir, and as I will 
show — this view is supported by what Lord Beaconsfield said. Speaking 
in the House of Commons Mr. Fawcett said .... 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: WTiat date was that please? 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I have been giving you the dates all 
along. That was in 1880. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: What did Mr. Disraeli say on the 
subject? 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I am coming to it. I will first say what 
Mr. Fawcett said. On the 11th February, 1880, Mr. Fawcett moved the 
following amendment to the Address in reply to the Queen's Speech 
(Hansard, Vol. 25, p. 453): 

” Bui we humbly desire to express onr regret that in view of the declarations that 
have been made by your Majesty’s ministers that the war in Afghanistan was under- 
taken for Imperial purposes, no assurance has been given that the cost incurred in 
.consequence of the renewal of hostilities in that country will not be wholly defrayed 
out of the revenues of India.” 

And speaking on it Mr. Fawcett said: 

” And fourthly, the most important question, as far as he was able to judge, was 
who was to pay the expenses of the war. ... It seemed to be quite clear that the 

expenses of the war should not be borne by India,, and he wished to explain that so 

far as India was concerned, this was not to be regarded as a matter of 
generosity, but of justice and legality. The matter must be decided on 

grounds of strict justice and* legality .... It was a remarkable thing 

that every speech made in that House or out of it by ministers or their supporters on 
the subject showed that the war was a great Imperial enterprise, those who opposed 
the war having always been taunted as. being ‘parochial’ politicians who could not 
^preciate the magnitude and importance of a great Imperial enterprise . . . He 
would refer to the speeches of the Viceroy of India, the Prime Minister, and the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs upon the subject ... In December 1878, the 
noble earl (the Prime Minister) warned the peers that they must extend their range 
of vision, and told them that they were not to suppose that this was a war which 
simply concerned some small cantonments at Dakka and Jelalabad, but one undertc^en 
to maintain the influence and character, not of India, but of England in Europe.” 

And speaking in the House of Lords, Lord Beaconsfield emphasised that 
^he objects of the war were- British Imperial purposes. That was on the 
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25th February, 1880 (Hansard, Vol. 250, p. 1094). The exact words of his 
Lordship were: 

** That the real question at issue was whether England should possess the gates of 
her own great Empire in India . . . We resolved that the time has comp when 
this country should acquire the complete command and possession of the gates of the 
Indian Empire. Let me at least believe that the Peers of England are still determined 
to uphold not only the Empire but the honour of this country.” 

That was, Sir, what Lord Beaconsfield said. And the result of it all was 
that out of the 21 million pounds, which had been incurred by India on the 
War, England contributed 5 million pounds. 

I submit, therefore, Sir, that it is indisputable that British troops are 
maintained in India, not merely for the protection of India but also for the 
Imperial purposes of England. Since the Afghan War of 1880, great events 
have taken place. The frontier has been pushed to Kazmak, which I am 
told is only a short distance from Kabul. And what is worse, Sir, there, is 
a danger that, if we do not make our protest strong and united, if Hindus, 
Mussalmans, Christians, Jews and Sikhs — all those residing and truly in- 
terested in India — do not make a very strong protest we shall be involved 
in the great danger of the frontier being further pushed forward and of 
India having to bear a still greater burden of military expenditure in the 
near future. Mr. A. C. Wentworth Lewis, the retiring President of the 
Eotary Club, in the course of a lecture to that Club on the * North West 
Frontier problems ’ recently said: 

“ At his lecture last year at the Saturday Club Colonel Saunders gave it as his 
convinced opinion that the Russians were developing plans of an offensive and that 
Great Britain would have to defend India by force of arms within a period which ho 
put as within ten years hence.” 

” How were they 

— asked Mr. Lewis — ■ 

” to defend India? Were they to fight in India or in the country over the border? 
No one who had personal experience of France and Belgium during thh Great War, 
would say that the answer w'as that they should have it in their garden ; they must- 
have it in the enemy’s garden. Therefore they must have the tribes under control 
and the passes under guard and exerci.se such moral supervision over the tribesmen 
that when the day of trial came, the tribes would back the winning horse by standing 
with Great Britain. They wanted the battles fought out in the Hindu Kush and not 
in India.” 


And Mr. Lewis stated that it had been held that extensive operations would 
bo needed towards that end. He said: 

‘‘ It was then lield that military operations on an extensive scale would be necessary 
and that the troops must not remain in the plains but must bo maintained in the 
hills.” 

When troops were maintained at Kohat and Bannu, it was found that the 
British troops suffered greatly fi’om the heat, and therefore it was decided 
that the troops must be maintained in the hills, and that a policy of 
peaceful penetration should be pui-sued. He said: 

“ Behind the screen of regular troops at strategic centres, efforts should be made 
to give these tribesmen such civilisation as they could assimilate and that they should 
be prepared under British supervision to guard the roads and make roads where none 
existed.. That was the policy now in force on the Frontier, the policy of pea^ul 
penetration.” ^ 
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Mr. Lewis then pointed out that in the pursuit of that policy : 

** A first class road had been made from Bannu to Razmak. There were poste 
where troops were stationed. One was Razmak which had a very large garrison and 
was one of the big military centres in India. Another road which was opened only 
the other day — and which was not safe to proceed down unless under escort — led 
down from Tandola to Tonk. So far the occupation of Waziristan had been one of 
unqualified success. To-day in those areas although one was by no means safe and had 
to take every possible precaution, there was now order, and the tribes so far from 
resenting the British copiing, seemed to welcome it. The tribesmen were practical 
people who had tied a hard, barbarous and unspeakable life, and the coming of the 
troops brought money to them. The British were even now starting a certain number 
of elementary schools among these people.’** 

And as regards the policy of the future Mr. Lewis went on to say that 
“his hope — and the hope of all those who thought with him — was that of 
advMce and development”. Now, Sir, what was the regret that this gentle- 
men expressed. It was that so far their policy had been hampered by 
finance. And that is the reason why I have taken up this matter on the 
Finance Bill. Says Mr. Wentworth Lewis: 

** So far their policy had been hampered by finance ; owing to the lack of financial 
provision the army had had to stay in those lines. The idea was that they should make 
an advance to Wana where they were in 1920. Wana was a fine strategic point near 
the Afghan Border. If they stopped at Wana, they had their forces concentrated 
and the whole of the Mahsuds in their hands.** 

“ It had been said 
— remarked Mr. Lewis — 

“ that this meant another war. That was not so. The Maliks of Wana had asked them 
to go there. It was imperative that they should go while the tribesmen were in this 
mood and not delay further ; Afghan intrigue was plentiful in Wana and where now 
the British would be welcome guests, they might later be regarded as enemies.** 

That would show how great was the anxiety of the forward school among 
British politicians and public men to advance the frontier further, and how 
great and how certain is the danger of this country being plunged in further 
expenditure on the score of military operations on that account. Sir, that 
is a very important aspect of the case. British troops, I submit, are main- 
tained in India at their present strength, not merely for the purpose of de- 
fending India — they are maintained for Imperial purposes also. They were 
sent to South Africa during the Boer War; they were sent in the Great War 
to France and they saved the situation by reaching tliere in the nick of 
time, as the highest of English siatesmen and soldiers acknowledged at the 
time. They were sent again to Turkey to fight against the Turks with 
whom we Indians were not at war, who had done us no wrong ; and yet, 
our troops went and fought and defeated thc'm. They have lately been 
sent to China, not for India's purposes, but against the protests of Indians, 
We Indians regard the Chinese as our brethren as much as any other 
brethren in Asia. We have no hate towards our brethren in Europe or 
America, but we do regard the Chinese as entitled in a special degree 
to our sympathv and a feeling of fellowship by reason of the long and ancient 
< 5 onnection of India with China, and by reason of the fact that the Chinese 
people or rather the bulk of them follow the religion of Lord Buddha who 
glorified India by taking his birth and preaching his religion here. We 
feel therefore a great deal of fellowship and sympathy with oiir Chinese 
brethren and we do not wish that ally of our Indian troops should be em- 
ployed against the Chinese. But they have been sent there, not for India's 
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purposes, but for the purpose of upholding the prestige of the British Empire. 

1 subrnit, therefore, that that being the real situation, let it be definitely 
recognised that the British army in India is maintained for Imperial pur- 
poses ^so, and let England bear at least part of the cost of maintaining 
them and help us thereby to reduce our overgrown military expenditure. 
We have failed to persuade the British Government to allow us to reduce 
the number of British troops. The War Office is the tyrant that tyran- 
nises most over India. The British Parliament has taken upon itself 
to regulate the destinies of India. We have to fight against that assump- 
tion of power. But over the head of the British Parliament sits the War 
‘Office, which determines without consulting the Secretary of State what 
army charges it will impose upon the Indian people. This has been further 
illustrated by the answers given regarding the expenditure which has been 
recently imposed upon us by that authority. For all these reasons, Sir, I 
submit, let it frankly be recognised that the British troops in India are 
maintained for the Imperial purposes of England. Where would England 
have been .... 

Mr. President : I hope the Honourable IMember will allow me to conclude 
this debate at 1-30. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I implore you, Sir, to allow me to com- 
{dete what I have to say. 

Mr. President: There is no question of permission as the Honourable 
Member is entitled to take as much time as he likes. I would however ask 
him to remember that the Chair did not accept closure in order merely to 
give an opportunity to the Honourable Member. 

Mr. J. Ooatman: I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. President : I am not going to accept that proposal now. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I apologise to you, Sir, and to the House 
for continuing to speak after what }ou have said. I should have at once 
resumed my seat, but probably this is the last speech I am making in this 
Assembly and I hope that you will therefore allow me to put on record what 
I wish to say on the subject. {An Honourable Member: “Why last?“) 
Please let me go on. If you will forgive me, Sir, for not acting according 
to your directions, and if ilio House will forgive me and hear me with 
patience for the short time during which I wish to lay this question which 
affects every Hindu, every Mussalmnn, every Christian and every European 
living in this country, I shall feel grateful both to the House and to you. 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member give rnc an approximate 
idea as to how long he is going to lake? 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: I do not think I will go beyond half 
an hour. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member may proceed. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Thank you. Sir. I apologise again to my 
friends in the House for taking up their time against their wishes (Cries of 
“No.“) I have said — let it be frankly acknowledged that British troops 
are maintained in India as a part of the British army, not purely for Indian 
purposes, but for Imperial purposes also. That fact being recognised, let 
us deal with the question in a reasonable way. If it is to the interest of 
England to maintain so many British troops in India and on the frontier, 
let England bear the expense of it. England can bear the whole expense 
of it ; India cannot. If India is not to be allowed to reduce the number of 
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They also said : 

“In order to achieve the greatest measure of success in this form of national educa- 
tion, it is essential that it should commence at as early an age as is possible when 
mind is most receptive. The seed must be sown before his naind is formed, for 
this reason it appears to us that the schools, colleges and universities offer the most 
suitable medium through which the first phase of this education can be carried out. 
We recognise that there may be serious difficulties ...” 

Mr. H. G. Cocke (Bombay : European) : Are these not details, Sir, 
which you ruled out of order earlier in the day? 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya: Thank you, Sir. The Committee 
said: 

r We recognise that at the present time there may be serious difficulties in the 
wAy of establishing Cadet Corps in all schools in India, but a beginning can be made 
even in schools with the teaching of elementary principles of civic duty and with 
physical training and elementary military drill. In the universities the great oppor- 
tunity lies, and here it is possible to communicate more advanced ideas on the sub 
jects of patriotism and self-defence to a large and increasingly influential section 
of the population. We are of opinion that in the present stage of India's evolution, 
and for many years to come the University Training Corps should be regarded as the 
most important section of the Territorial Force. By means of the Univer.sity Train- 
ing Corps, if properly organised and developed, it is possible to educate and influence 
over a number of years that large body of young men w1k> should become the leaders 
of thought and the teachers of the next generation. Their training in the principles 
and the practice of military service will not be limited to themselves, for, when they 
go out into the world, they will, if their military training has been adequate, take 
with them the spirit of patriotism, the sense of discipline and the improved physique 
which will be their legacy from the University Training Corps, ana their example 
should serve to inspire a wider circle of the people of India with a sense of the 
benefits which fitness for military service confers both upon the individual and the 
community as a whole 

This recommendatioii, which 's so clearly sound and so eonipletely in 
fai^reement with the wishes of the Indian people, has not been given effect 
to. The Skeen Committee's Eeport is yet* to come. We do not know 
when it will come. I submit, therefore, that the Government have not 
seriously taken up the question of training Indians for the army. I do not 
wish to repeat all that has been said by various speakers who have pre- 
ceded mo on this subject as it must be fresh in the minds of Members of 
this House. We have said enough, Sir, to show that the Government have 
not done their duty to the people of India of giving the youth of India a 
'military training, and that this important means of reducing the expendi- 
ture of the army has not been adopted. So long as these means are not 
adopted, we shall continue to have a genuine grievance. If Indians are sub- 
stituted even to the extent of half among the ofiBcers of the army, the aav- 
mg would be a very substantial one. There is absolutely no reason, to 
my mind, why in the face of the declarations and the pledges contained in 
the Act of 1833 and the Proclamation of 1858 and in the .subsequent 
Proclamations, training for the higher careers in the army should not be 
given to Indians at the earliest possible opportunity. It is not a matter 
in which the training of few students will suffice. There must be a time 
table prepared, showing the time which it will take to Indianise the army 
within a reasonable period, and the number of qualified youngmen who 
should be selected and trained for these higher careers should be sufficient- 
ly large to bring about the change we desire within a reasonable time. The 
Government have not done anything in the matter, and this, Sir, is another 
ground why I cannot support the Finance Bill. 
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'.Then, Sir, I come to the financial administration of the Government of 
iXndia in relation to the currency question. I do not wish to repeat all that 
has . already been said on this subject. 1 only wish to remiod the House 
that the Bill to stabilise the rupee at 1«. 6d. has been passed in disregard 
of the very large bulk of Indian opinion. Even taking into account the 
views of those Indians who voted with the Goveminent, the Bill has been 
passed, I submit, clearly against the opinion of the bulk of elected Indian 
representatives in this House. Everj- Member on the other side will agree 
with me that this is a perfectly correct statement of the case. This being 
SC, I submit that when the ’Government even in this 20th century, even 
after the Keforrns of 1919 have been in operation for seven years, shows 
BO much disregard of Indian public opinion, when it raises indirect taxa- 
tion by maintaining the ratio of the rupee at Is. 6d. when the bulk of the 
Indian public opinion as represented by the elected representatives in this 
House demanded that it should be stabilised at 1«. 4d., we cannot give our 
support to the Finance Bill. I feel, Sir, that the action of Government 
in this matter will for a long time to come be remembered by us with pain. 
The effects of it will be more widespread than has been imagined by some 
Members. Dadabhai Naoroji quoting from Mr. Morley once said! 

Mr. Morley has truly said : ‘ But if you meddle wrongly with ecxmomic things, 
gentlemen, be very sure, you are then going to the very life, to the heart, to the core 
of your national existence And so the economic muddle of the existing policy is 
going to the life, to the heart, to the core of our national existence ” 

— and the words apply fully to the present situation : 

“ A three fold wrong is inflicted upon us, /.c., of depriving us of wealth, ‘work and 
wisdom, of everything, in short, worth living for.” 

This I fear. Sir, will be the result of this eiiactmeut which has been placed 
on the Statute-book against the arguments, appeals, protests, representa 
tions, and requests of the bulk oi the elected representatives of the people 
in this House.. I submit, Sir, this has been a great wrong done to the 
people. What is worse. Sir, while I find that the currency policy of the 
■^vernment has been so unfortunate, while 1 find tliat Government have 
net shown that respect for public opinion which they should have shown 
in this matter, I find that in another matter which vitally affects the 
prosperity of the people, namely, the establishment of banks in this country, 
thev have been very slow to take action. The want of an adequate banking 
system has long been felt in this country. Japan started her first banking 
institution in 1873. In 1923 there were 1,799 banks in Japan. Canada 
has 4,422 banks, the United States have several times that number. India 
has been praying for a proper banking system for a long time past, and all 
that we have up to this time is a few hundred banks, and all that we are 
now given a hope of is a Reserve Bank. I submit, Sir, that the Reserve 
Bank, the object of which is defined to be to maintain the ratio at Is. 6d., 
jyill not serve the objects of the people. A Reserve Bank such as is pro- 
posed has not inspired confidence in the people. It seems to many of 
UP that this Reserve Bank, given the powers that are to be given to it, 
will take away the power that vests in this Assembly of controlling the 
currency policy of the country and will to that extent become a source of 
danger rather than an advantage to the public. •We have asked for a State 
Bank which should be controlled bv the Legislature, properly of course, 
according to laws and regulations laid down. We do not wish to control 
the hanking svstem except to the extent and in the manner in which other 
civilised countries recognise the right of Ijegislatures to interfere with then>. 
But we want a State Bank properly constituted and under the controj 
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of the Legislature. We do not wish to hand over to any commercial 
body — though it may be regulated by an Act of the Government of India — 
the power to control the currency of the country, as the Government of 
India have had the power to control so long without consulting the Legisla- 
ture. 1 also submit, Sir, that the larger question of providing the bank- 
ing needs of the country is very important. The country has not had 
banking facilities provided for it to the extent that they should have been 
provided. If, Sir, we had those facilities, the country would have been 
happier to-day, far more prosperous than it can be under existing condi- 
tions. This also is one of the reasons, Sir, for my not being able to 
support the Finance Bill. 

Now, Sir, let me sum up the situation. We find that 
the British Government in India have not treated us as it was 
promised to us that we would be treated. By reason of their failure to* 
do so, they have maintained a policy which has been of unnecessary costli- 
ness to the country. Taking the largest item in the Budget, we find that 
under the constitution that has been given to us, out of an expenditure o:® 
66 crores, only a sum of about 5 lakhs is. votable by us. The rest of ii 
is beyond our touch. I am speaking of military expenditure. Before the 
War the military expenditure stood at something like 29 crores. During the 
War, it went up to over 67 crores. When the Inchcape Committee re- 
ported they made recommendations that it should be brought down to the 
extent of iS crores, and they said that the expenditure should be brought 
down in a few years to 50 crores if there was a fall in prices. Sir Pur- 
shotamdas Thakurdas has answered my Honourable friend the Finance 
Member on the question of the fall of prices. Taking the whole thing into 
account, the military expenditure should have been brought down by this 
time below 50 crores. Tt has not been so brought down. A Conference 
met at Brussels in 1920. At that Conference the Government of India were 
represented. That Conference laid it down that if any country spent more 
than 20 per cent, of its gross revenue on the army, that country was riding 
for a fall. The recommendations of that Conference should have been 
respected and the Government of India should have endeavoured to bring 
down the military expenditure of the country to 20 per cent, of the gross 
revenue of the country. But we find that the expenditure which stood at 
29 crores before the War now stands to-day at 54*92 crores. I am aware. 
Sir, that prices have risen. Bui even after making that allowance, the ex- 
penditure is still far greater than it should have been. What then is the 
position? We have implored the Government of India to reduce the mili- 
tary expenditure for the last 40 years and more. Instead of that, they have 
raised military expenditure, and the Finance Member and the Commander- 
in-Chief have told us that there is no present prospect of that expenditure 
being brought down. We have, on the other hand, before us a prognasfi- 
cation which I read out to you of the possibility of another great war which 
a militarv authority predicts would take place within ten years. We find 
that the Government is pursuing a forward policy which involves us in very 
great expenditure. We firtd that the Government of India is by lerisla- 
tion maintaining indirect taxation at a high level. In 1922-23, the Inch- 
cape Committee said that during the five years previous there was a deficit 
of 100 crores and they pointed out that since 1918 new taxation to the 
extent of 49 crores a year had been imposed upon the people. Onlv the 
cetton excise duty has gone and some other small taxes, but the bulk 
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of the new taxes stands. Now, Sir, it is in this situation, that the Govem- 
jrient of India ask us to support the Finance Bill. I ask my Honourable 
friends opposite not to misjudge ps. I ask my Honourable friends not to 
-misunderstand us. I put it to them without any desire to hurt the feel- 
ings of anybody and least with any desire to be obstructive or offensive, 
I put it to every Honourable Member sitting on the other side and in all 
parts of the House, whether they expect that any of us can find it in our 
hearts to support such a Finance IMll in such circumstances. We have 
prayed year after year that expenditure should be brought down. We 
have suggested means how that expenditure should be brought down. The 
moans suggested have been approved. Resolutions passed by the Assembly 
were in the pr^ious Assembly accepted by the Government. But Govern- 
ment have not taken action to the extent needed. I acknowledge what has 
been done. I am thankful for it. But what has been done is not stiffi- 
On th(' other hand we find that the great bulk of the people are 
living miserable lives^ that the national average income of the Indian 
people is about one-twentieth of the national average income in England, 
that there is a large amount of unemployment in the country. The 
people arc not thriving, they are not prosperous, they are not robust. The 
death-rate is high. Infant mortality is high. Companies do not flourish 
business is not prosperous. In such a situation, Sir, the Government of 

India bring forward the annual Bill to re-impose existing taxes upon the 

p(H)ple, and we are asked to support it. I have not the heart to support it. 
' L feel that I cannot in the circumstances of the case take up the respon- 
sibility of maintaining the existing taxation by supporting the Finance 
Bill. The Government of India exercise the power of expending the great 
bulk of the revenues that are raised by the taxes that are to be imposed. 

We do not exercise that power. As they exercise that power, the respon- 

sibility for imposing this taxation and maintaining it must rest on 
them. At any rate. Sir, it must not rest on me and those 

who think like me. This is the position we take up. Sir. Now, 

T want to say just a few words to my English follow-subjects in this House 
and a few words to my countrymen. T have criticised the Government 

of India for many years. T have said at times hard things. I opa sorry 

for il. T never meant to hurt any of my English fellow-subjects and I 
do not mean to. I do not wish the English connexjtion, the British connec- 
tion with India, to cease. I will quote here the words of Mr. Dadabhai 
Naoroii on this question, as they express exactly what I feel. Mr. Dada- 
hhni Naoroji was a far greater critic of the Government of India than T 
have been. T am a pupil, if T mav claim to be so, of that Grand Old Man 
of India. And after a life-time of criticism of the Government what did 
.Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji say when the War broke out? He said to his 
countrymen : 

We are a people of the British Eippire. Let us see what our duty and position 
are. If ever India expects to attain a^ein the former glorv on the advanced character 
and scale of the modern British civilisation of libertv. hnmanitv, justice and aB that 
is srood, great and divine, it shMl Ke at the ^ands of tho Brit^'sh neople and as se^f- 
goyernincr members of the British Empire. Wo are all British Citizens of the great 
British Empire and that is at present our greatest pride.’* 

He appealed to Indiana to support the Government. And what did he say :\ 

** Fichtinor as the British people are at present in a ri*»hfeous cause, to fhe i^ood 
and (rlorv of human dignity and c’vilj.s«ition, and moreover beincr the l^eneficent ’nstru- 
merits of our own nroarross^ and civilisation, our duty is clear to do anything to support 
Britain’s fight with our life and property.” 
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These were the words uttered by that Grand Old Man of India. Similar 
were the words, Sir, uttered by those of us who were in. the Assembly at 
the time the War broke out. We do not wish to separate from England. 
W'e have no evil intention against England. But we want England to be 
lust to us. What is the good of telling us that we are not ripe for a better 
constitution? What is the good of telling us that we are not able to judge 
what is for our good and in what way our country should be defended, 
ihat those who are sitting here as the duly elected representatives of the 
people cannot be trusted to vote such money as will be required for the 
defence of the country? Is there a single man here who is so bereft of a 
sense of responsibility and humanity that he would desire to see the country, 
pjunged in war or exposed to real danger? Why can we not then be trusted 
to deal with our expenditure, with our taxes, with the revenues raised in 
our country as Englishmen are able to deal with taxes raised in their 
country? Why cannot Government see that oiir people receive opportuni^ 
tieh for military training? Why cannot they see that the promises of the 
past are fulfilled? Even as we sit here to-day, Englishmen and Indians 
working together, why can we not realise the picture of the future where 
Indians and Europeans, British fellow-subjects, would still be working for 
the good of India shoulder to shoulder, though of course the numbers will 
be different, as subjects of one King-Emperor? Have you been shorn of 
all wisdom and justice and righteousness that you cannot work for this noble 
end? If you do realise that picture, instead of having all the higher ranks 
of the army filled up by Britishers, and instead of having all the higher ap- 
pointments of the Railway Board and the Railway services filled up by 
Britishers, instead of having all the higher appointments of the Indian Civil 
Service — ^the bulk of it — filled up bj Britishers, what will you find in their 
place? You will find hundreds and thousands of educated Indians, Hindus, 
Mussalmans, Christians, Jews, Parsees and Sjkhs, ediKuitod as well as you 
are, playing their part in the^ service of the motherland and of the King- 
Emperor. You have found that where Indians have been admitted to 
any Department on a test of equality, Indians have not failed. You have 
found that in all matters where Indians have had a fair field of competi- 
tion, Indiana have not rendered a bad account of themselves. You have 
found that Indians have not been unfaithful to you. Lord Birkenhead 
talks to-day of proofs of fidelity and friendship. Well might Indians say, 
it Jb you who have to give proofs of fidelity and friendship. You have fail- 
,’9{J to show fidelity; you have failed to show friendship. We have shown 
pdelitv and friendship. Sir. How is it that the British people have been 
ahlv? to establish their rule in India? Time after time historians have said 
that it was with the help of Indians. Have wo not supported them, since 
tlie time the British rule was established, except for the action of a small 
number of men during the short period of the mutiny? Have the Indian 
people ever risen against the Government of England in this country? 
Did we rise against them during the Great War? Have we any desire 
fo rise against that Government even now? No, Sir; and yet we are asked 
to give further proof of fidelity and friendship and treated as if we were 
an uncivilised people. Wo are insulted by being told , that we require 
stages of instruction to give proof that we are competent to administer 
our own domestic affairs. It is cruel, Sir. It is more than unkind ; it 
is cruel: it is* unjust; it is most unjust. T submit, Sir, that instead of 
talking lightly and taking a light view of things, every Englishman who 
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can underttand what England owes to India, ought to ponder seriously 
over the situation. There is a time, Sir, which comes occasionally m 
human affairs, a period of test. That peri()d of test came during 1914. At 
that time a fervent appeal was made to every Indian to stand by the 
Government. We are told that there might be another war in ten years. 
I hope that prognastication will prove false, because war is a great evil. 
But. Sir, if a war should break out, and if it should again become neces-* 
say for our British fellow-subjects to ask for the support of the Princes and 
th^ people of India, I wish them to remember that if by their treatment 
of the Princes and the people of India they alienate their sympathy, they 
will not be able to obtain their support as they did on the last occasion. 
i)o I desire that it should be so? No, Sir. I want that we, Indians and 
Englishmen, should treat each other as equal fellow-subjects, should work 
together for the good of India — and of England. But in order that that 
policy should be adopted, it is essential that the present constitution should 
be changed, that the cx>nstitiition which prevents us from dealing with 54 
crores odd of expenditure of the military budget alone should give way to 
a better constitution; that a sense of responsibility to this Legislature should 
be imposed upon the Ministers as instruments of Government, that Gov- 
ernmqpt members should no longer be able to have a fling at us at every 
step where they do not agree with us, that they should not insult us when 
they are not able to appreciate our arguments, that they should regard us 
as equal fellow-subjects, who have like tBem a conscience, a judgment, and 
feelings which they wish to express. (Sir Darcy Lindsay : '^Divide''.) 
One word more and I have done. I wish to conclude by asking my Indian 
friends in this House to consider what lesson the position we are in teaches 
us. I admire Englishmen for their sense of duty, and for the unity, dis- 
cipline and patriotism which they have. It is that which Has enabled 
them — a handful of them — to come from across the seas and hold their 
sway in India. They have built up this great Empire by reason of their 
discipline and unity. It is the want of discipline and unity which is the 
cause of our degradation and disgrace. My countrymen, learn the lesson 
and make up your minds to change the present sad state of things for the 
honour of the land which has given us birth and for the glory of God who 
made us. 

(An Uonourahle Member* “I move that the question be now put. 

Mr President: The question is that the qiu'stiou bo now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

(Mr President then called on Sir Basil Blacket.) 

Mr. B. Dae: T will ask you for a ruling on one point, Sir, if you will 
permit me. Sir, it has been the practice in this House of your predecessor 
and ycurself to allow different provincial representatives to represent their 
views in the budget discussion and in the discussion of the Finance Bill. 
To-day you ha^N^ been pleased to allow 4 United Provinces and 8 Bombay 
Members 

^ Mr. President: Order, order. My predecessor had his own wav. T 
have my own of regulating the debate. 

(Mr. B. Das then resumed his seat. An Honourable Member: “ Shut 
up.^') 

'Mt. B. Das (while sitting) : Very unfair. 

Mr. President: Order, order. Will the Honourable Member withdraw 
that remark? 
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Mr. B. Das: Sir, when 1 was addressing you a few minutes ago, I sat 
down after you gave your ruling. Then some people asked mei to “shut 
up. ’ So I told them that it was very unfair on their part to say so. The 
remark was overheard by the Chair, but I may tell you, Sir,, that I never- 
meant it for you. 

Mr. President: I am* satisfied with the explanation given by the Hon- 
our able Member. I then thought that the words were addressed* in 
relation to the Chair. I am glad to be informed that it was not so. 
Any way, Honourable Members should use more restrained and guarded 
language in this Chamber. 

The question is : 

“ That the Bill to fix the duty on salt manufactured in, or imported by land into,, 
cert'pn parts of British India, to fix maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post 
Office Act, 1898, further to amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, the Indian Stamp Act, 
1899, and the Indian Paper Currency Act. 1923, and to fix rates of income-tax, as 
amended, be passed.*’ 

Tlie Assembly divided : 


AYES-66. 

Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur M^au. 

Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 

Ahmed, Mr. K. ' 

Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince i 

A. M. M, 

Allison, Mr. F. W. i 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C. . 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. ' 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. j 

Ayyangar, Rao Bahadur Narasimha i 

Gopalaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. i 

Chalmers, Mr. T. A. 

Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr, H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. ‘ 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

Gavin-Jones, Mr. T. • 

Ghulam Kadir Khan Dakhan, Mr. i 

W. M. P. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. | 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A, J. ‘ 

Graham, Mr- L. ! 

Greenfield, Mr. H. C. i 

Haigh. Mr. P. B. i 

Hezleft, Mr. JT. 

Howell, Mr. JE. B. i 

Hussain Shah. Sayyed. i 

Innes. The H<^nourable Sir Charles. | 

^innati. Mr. M. A. i 

Joshi. Mr. K. M. 

Jowphir Sinjgb, pahadur 

ft»r?ar. | 


Kabul Singh Bahadur, Risaldar-Majpr 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung, U. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Lindsa^y, Sir Darcy. 

Macphail, The Rev. Dr. E. M. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendia 
Nath. 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, HajL 
Chaudhury. 

Moore; Mr. Arthur. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir' 
Alexander. 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan, Lieut. 
Sardar. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Rail, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Roy, Mr. K. 0. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan.. 

Roy, Sir Ganen. 

Ruthnaswamv, Mr. M. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Mohammad. 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S,. N.. 

Snhrawnrdy. Dr. A. 

Svkes, Mr. E. F. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muliammad. 

Tomig. Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar All Khan. Nawab Sir. 



Tid: tabtA^ Fi^kMk 
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Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi, Mr. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangaswami. 
Birla, Mr. Ghanshyam Das. 
Chaman Lall, Mr. 

Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. 
Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 
Goswami, Mr. T. C. 
fyencar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. R. 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 
Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 

Lajpat Rai, Lala. 

The motion was adopted. 


Malaviya, Paiidit Mad a n Mohan. 
Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 
Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Neogy, Mr. K. C. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Roy, Mr. Bhabendra Chandra.' 
Singh, Mr. Qaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

S ngh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Oanganand. 

Sinha, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 

Tok Kyi, U. 


The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Three of tha 
Clock. 

rh<' Assembly re-assemblod after Lunch at Half Past Three of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


PBii]SIW1'ATION OF THE IlEPOKT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEB 
ON THE AMENDMENT OF STAND1N(} OKDEPS. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I beg to present the Report of the Select 
Committee appointed to examine and report on the motion for amend- 
ment cf the Standing Orders moved by Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar and 
myself. 


THE GOLD STANDARD AND RESERVE BANK OF INDIA BILL. 

Motion fou Reference to Joint Committee. 

Tha Honourable Sir Basfl Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, I move : 

That this Assembly do recommend to the Council of State that the Bill Iq * 
establish a gold standard currency for British India and constitute a Reserve Bai^ 
of India, b® referred to a Joint Committee of this Assembly and of the Council of' 
State, and that the Joint Committee do consist of 28 members.'* 

With your permission, Sir, I should like to alter the figure 24 to 28. 

In regard to this Bill I do not think it is necessary that I should make 
any long explanatory speech. At the time when the motion for the circu- 
lation of this Bill was moved I spoke for something like an hour endea- 
vouring to, give a full exposition of the contents of the Bill, and I gather 
that tlierte is a gen^l agreement that the time hais conle to attempt sobae- 
thihg bh thfe lines Of what is prbpbsed in this Bill and that the matter 
Should be Tef erred to a committee for examination. The Statement of 
Objects and Reasons itself sets out fairly fully the contents of the BHl 
and the principle that the time has come for the unification of the control 
of currency and credit in this country is I think one which has met with 
'gfeh ^ml acceptance. I therefore, Sir, will confine myself to moving 
motion. I might add that the intention fs that, if this motion fitod 
next motion are carried, this Sill ahd the Imperial Bank of India, (Aihettd- 
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meet) Bill should both be considered by the same Committee, bur, i 
move. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, 1 oppose this motion for a Joint Select Committee. I do not see why 
Cnvemment should go in for a Joint Select Committee. In a matter 
which is so important this House should consider its own position and 
formulate its own judgment independently without being mixed up with 
the views of the other House. There is a precedent in regard to this 
matter. Last year it was proposed by the Commerce Member that the 
Insurance Bill should be referred to a Joint Select Committee and the same 
diificulty arose, namely, that in a matter which w^as controversial, which 
was not purely formal, in a matter which required long discussion and 
deoate it was not fair to this House that it should be mixed up writh the 
other House and come to any joint conclusion. When we discussed that 
proposal for a Joint Select Committee last year on the Insurance Bill, the 
Government recognized the fairness of our opposition and agreed that the 
motion for a Joint Select Committee should be withdrawn. A motion for 
a separate Select Committee of this House was accordingly made and the 
Pill was referred to that Select Committee. I do not know how, with so 
recent an experience, the Government could have proposed a Joint Select 
Committee in a matter which is far more important and vastly more con- 
tr«)versial than the Insurance Bill was. There is agreement only on the 
principle that the credit and currency position of the country should bo 
concentrated in one authority. The agreement extends only to that and 
no more. The moment you enter into the details there is a great field 
of controversy which may bo envisaged from the views received by Govern- 
ment and circulated to this House in response to the motion for circula- 
tion. We find bank after bank and individual after individual pointing out 
where the bank or the individual differs from the Government’s proposals. 
You will find that the future of the Imperial Bank is a subject of very 
serious controversy; the terms offered to the Imperial Bank are the 
subject of very serious controversy ; even the question whether there should 
be a separate bank as distinct from the Imperial Bank is a m^ter of heated 
controversy. I have read a representation from one of the banks which 
has been circulated wdth these papers which shows that the indigenous 
banks are afraid that the terms offered to the Imperial Bank are such, 
and the obligations imposed upon indigenous banks who will form part of 
the Reserve Bank organization are such, that these indigenous banks wall 
be seriously prejudiced and the Imperial Bank will be a sort of organiza- 
ti'^n hostile to them, working against them and yet subsidised by Govern- 
ment at the cost of the indigenous banks. These are some of the cen- 
tre versies which I find raised in the opinions circulated, copies of which 
have been received by us through the Government. It does not stop 
there. I find that the Chairman of the Central Bank of India in a speech 
which he delivered at the last annual meeting, has gone into this question 
of a Reserve Bank and has expressed himself very strongly on the point. 
That shows that the matter is full of controversy and difference of opinion. 
Here is what he says : 

** The theoretical basis of t.his novel niece of learislation is nndouhtc^lv poiiml. That 
the control of the enrrenev anH credit should be concentrnfed in a single Bnnk no one 
win denv. The obiect of the Bill is to seenre unity of noliev in the control of currency 
' and credit. We all want it. But the nuestion is. do the Provisions of the Bill warrant 
'the assumption that this object will be successfully carried out.*’ 
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And he proceeds to argue that it will not he carried out. Then, Sir, there 
is the further 4bntroversy whether this Reserve Bank, if at all it is started 
as distinct from the Imperial Bank, should have a share capital; whether 
it should be on the British model, or on the Australian model or on the 
model of the Federal Reserve Bank of America. On all these matters 
people who have a right to speak differ seriously from the position of the 
Government. Some people think that to have a share capital will be to 
hand over this central organization into the hands of people who 
rui^ht control it for their own and not the public interests. They think 
also that if thor 9 are shares those wlio control the shares will also deter- 
mine the control of the Bank’s activities. 1 think that in a matter like 
this, therefore, this Assembly should not be mixed up with the other 
House and should be allowed to iiave its own views formulated properly 
after deep consideration independently of the views of the other House. 

I do not want to enter into further controversial questions on the merits 
of the Bill, but 1 do want to say that there is another objection which I 
feel I ought to state. The motion to have these two Bills 
referred to a Joint Select Committee assumes that the House 
has already accepted the position taken up by Government that 
there ought to bo a separate bank called the Reserve Bank and another 
Bank called the Imperial Bank. I desire to challenge that assumption! 
and to state clearly that this House has not accepted any such assumption. 
But the motions, us well as the Bills, which are being run parallel to each' 
other, assume that this House is committed to the acceptance of two 
separate banks functioning on the lines they have laid down. That has not 
been accepted by the House. I should have thought that the Imperial' 
Bank legislation is merely consequential and might have waited till the* 
House had expressed its desire one w^ay or the other as to wdiether it 
wanted a Reserve Bunk as a separate bank or it did not want it. If the 
Imperial Ban]; 's not to be used for perfonning the functions of a Central 
Bank, then the question arises whether it should perfonn the functions 
of a purely private Joint Stock Bank or whether it should continue as a 
State-aided Bank as the Bill proposes. I think, Sir, it wdll open up a very 
serious problem if we agree to have two banks here. I do not think the 
country has been called upon to pronounce whether it w^as agreed that 
there should be two separate banks, and I wish the Government did not 
press at this stage these two aspects of the question, that there should 
be one Select Committee of both Houses to consider the two Bills together, 
because. Sir, we are not at all agreed at this stage, — T do not say that even- 
tually we may not agree, — the question is still open. ^ We have to study 
a lot in this matter. The literature that we have is* all too little. We 
have only some literature relating to the Federal Reserve Bank 
of America and some literature about Australia’s Bank and at this stage 
I am not prepared to commit myself to the view that we want two banks 
both subsidised by the State. They may be too costly and prejudicial 
to the interests of the indigenous banliing industry of the country. Even 
supposing we agree to have two banks, I do not want that the question 
should be jointly considered by this House as well as by the other. T 
hope, therefore, the Government will not press this motion for a Joint 
Select Committee at this juncture. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, this Bill and the Imperial 
Bank Bill together are two very important Bills. It is most inmort^t 
that they should be examined by a Committee containing all the best 
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av^lable brains on the subject in the two Houses of Legislature, 
This House in no way infringes its own rights or gives away any of its 
own rights in regard to the examination of this Bill when it returns 
from the Joint Committee, if it agrees to a Joint Committee. On the 
other band, owing to the rule that a Select Committee cannot be appoint- 
ed by one House if there has already been a Select Committee on thist 
Bill in another House, a motion for a Select Committee in this House 
deprives the other Chamber of any power of examining this Bill in a Com- 
mittee. The constitution intentionally gave special representation in the 
Dther place to representatives of commercial and industrial interests, and 
it is most desirable that, when an opportunity arises of taking advantage 
those who have special knowledge, it should be used. Government 
are unable to accept the suggestion of Mr. Jamnadas Mehta that they 
should withdraw this motion, and they very much trust that the House 
will see that in its own interest and in the interest of the country it is 
iesirable that it should be referred to a Committee fully representative of 
every one in the matter. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That this Assembly do recommend to the Council of State that the Bill to 
establish a gold standard currency for British India and constitute a Reserve Bank 
)f India, be referred to a Joint Committee of this Assembly and of the Cbuncil of 
State, and that the Joint Committee do consist of 28 members.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE IMPEIilAL BANK OF INDIA (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Motion for Reference to a Joint Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, 

the next motion which I move is strictly consequential. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta has suggested that it is not desirable 

that this Bill should be referred to the same Committee as 

the previous one, but it is, as he pointed out,- legislation that is conse- 
quential on the other. The two obviously go together. I do not say 

that it is not possible eventually to give one decision about one and another 
decision about the other; but the two Bills obviously go together. If this 
Bill is not referred to the same Joint Committee as the Gold Standard and 
Keserve Bank of India Bill, it will in effect have to be examined by that 
Committee. I do not think, therefore, that the objection taken to this 
Bill being referred to the Joint Committee has any substance; in effect, it 
must be examined by the same Committee. Whether it is formally re- 
ferred to that Committee or not, that Committee must examine its 
contents, and it is obviously, I think, in the interests of expedition that 

the Committee should examine the Bill and report on it to this House, 

a Committee that will have informed itself fully on the subject when it 
deals with the former Bill. The purposes of this Bill are fully explained 
in the Statement of Objects and Eeasons, and, as in the case of the former 
Bill, I do not think it is necessary that I should at this stage enter into 
any exposition of the subject. Sir, T move : 

“ That this Assembly do recommend to the Council of State that the Bill further 
to amend the Imperial Bank of India Act, 1920, for certain purposes, be referred 
to a Joint Committee of this Assembly and of the Council of State, and that the Joint 
Committee do consist of 28 members. '' 

The motion was adopted. 



;besolution be sai^aries of the two members of the 

JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL POSSESS- 
ING INDIAN EXPERIENCE. 

BouQ^rablv Sir Alezandar Muddiman (Home Member) : Sir, I beg 

to move the following Kesolution: 

This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps to 
aecure— 

(1) in the case of future appointments the enhancement of the salaries paid to 

the two members of His Majesty’s Privy Council with Indian experience 

who sit on the Judicial Committee under the provisions of the Judicial 

Committee Act of 1853 to hear Indian appeals; 

(2) that they shall be persons possessed of recent knowledge of Indian law and 

practice ; 

(3) that their salary shall be £4,000 per annum each, half ol which shall 

paid from Indian revenues; and 

(4) that during any period when this salary is enjoyed any pension payable to 

either of them from Indian revenues shall lapse.” 

Sir, this is a Kesolution with a history. It has been before the Assembly 
before, though not before the Assembly as at present constituted. I 
brought an identical motion before the last Assembly on the 3rd February, 
1926, and at that time I spoke at great length, and reading my speech in 
the full light of subsequent events, it seems to me, 1 spoke with consider- 
able eloquence. (Laughter.) I think in a House which has suffered 
from a torrent of eloquence in the last few days that I should restrain 
myself to what is essential for putting forward my case. I will at any rate 
endeavour to be as brief as the circumstances admit. 1 have no doubt, 
moreover — indeed, 1 have every reason to believe it to be true — that 
many Members here have read the debate on the previous records of this 
House, and, therefore, to those Members who have so far done us the 
justice to consider the matter, I must be merciful. But there may be, 
and no doubt there are, a few Members who have not done so, and there- 
fore I must state the case briefly. Before I come to the actual Besolu- 
tion that I have laid before the House, I must give the House a short 
account of what has taken place in the past in regard to this matter. 
This question of giving additional assistance to Thmr Lordships of the 
Privy Council in the disposal of Indian appeals is one in which I personally 
have taken a very great interest. It goes back to the time when 1 served 
in another department, and when I was under the orders and guidance 
of a very distinguished lawyer, Sir George Lowndes. He and I, or rather 
I should say he, pressed on the Government of India the desirability of 
improving the arrangements for hearing Indian appeals w^ith all the force 
of his intimate knowledge of the decisions of that tribunal. 

Well, Sir, one of the points of attack that was taken ( n the last occasion 
was that this was a proposal which had been forced on an unwilling Gov- 
ernment of India by a wicked Secretary of State. Now, it is not necessary^ 
for me to defend the Secretary of State. He is quite able to take care 
of himself. But this is not a question where the Government of India 
were in any sense coerced. We moved in the matter also, and we 
moved of our own motion. Now, it is quite obvious that a change 
in the system for hearing Indian appeals and supplementing the salanes 
of those that hear them requires the concurrence of a. number of authori- 
ties. First of all, it requires the concurrence of that hard-hearted man, 
the Honourable the Finance Member. Secondly, it requires the' conc’^r- 
rence of \he Government of India who are never, if T mav say so. parti- 
cularly favourable to expenditure on judicial matters. Having overcome 

( 2741 ) 
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those two fences, the next fence that faces any one who wishes to go on 
with this judicial reform is the India Ofl&ce and he must also obtain the 
concurrence and the active support of the Lord Chancellor. Well, Lord 
Chancellors, as the House doubtless knows with its intimate acquaintance 
with them, are not persons who are very easy to move and behind that 
luminary of the law stands another dreadful dragon, and that is the British 
Treasury. Well, Sir, to got all these forces into line is no small achieve- 
ment and after many years the stars completed their courses and the wheel 
of fortune came full circle. We had the great advantage that the then 
Viceroy was himself a most eminent lawyer and had been the Chief Justice 
of England. We had a complacent British Treasury and we had all neces- 
sary support at home. When 1 moved my Resolution on the last occasicn 
1 thought there was really some hope of this small reform going through. 
Bu'J I had forgotten there was an obstacle in the path of progress more 
serious than the British Treasury and more formidable than the lions of 
the Crown. This was the Assembly. I regret to say that the House, 
though it will no doubt proceed to revise its decision, cn that oc asion, 
by a vote of 50 to 40, would have nothing to do wdth my proposals and 
turned them down with contumely. I hope, Sir, though I can hardly say 
I am confident, that I may lead this Assembly into mere reasonable paths, 
and that the House will also aid in this reform which 1 myself regard 
as a most important matter. On the last occasion when I was replying 
I complained of the very few Members who were attending the discussion 
after lunch. But on this occasion, either owing to the compulsory fast 
which we have all undergone — at any rate up to two o'clock — (laughter) 
therekare more Members in the House and I hope I shall not have to say, 
when I rise to reply, that I am suffering from a feeling of extreme dejection. 

On the last occasion an eminent lawyer in this Assembly was good 
enough to explain to us that the Judicial Committee is not really a Court. 
I thought that was really pressing the historical genesis of the Judicial 
Committee rather far. Of course, they are, in' common parlance, a Court 
and, I see, the Attorney General, speaking in the House of Commons, 
referred to them as a Court. His actual words were — and I hope my 
Honourable friend will not take his old point again — 

“As the House knows the ultimate court of appeal for England, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland is the House of Lords and for all the other parts of the Empire the 
Privy Council.'^ 

Therefore, if the Attorney General is prepared in general parlance to con- 
cede that the J udicial Committee is a court, T at any rate may be pardoned 
for erring in this very good company. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan) : The Attorney General is, I submit, absolutely wrong. In Canada, 
South Africa and Australia, the Privy Council is not the Court ( f Appeal 
and everywhere else the decree is passed by the King. The Privy Council 
only advise. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Sir, I have no doubt the 
Attorney General will be extremely wounded by this reflecti'^n of the 
Honourable gentlem^. But I myself am perfectly content to be in 
error with the Attomey General. Now, Sir, despite my Honourable friend 
Sir Hari Singh Gour, I affirm the proposition that a Judici*’! Committee is 
the highest Court of Appeal for all parts of the Empire outside Enorlnnd, 
Scotland, and Northern Ireland. Now, the work of the Judicial Committee, 



kkLkRtkS OF THE TWO MEMBEHS OF THE PBIVY COUNCIL. 2743 

as probably every one in this House is aware, consists very largely of the 
Indian appeals. The last time I spoke, I gave the House a few figures and I 
regret to say that they were not very recent figures. But 1 have obtained 
rather more recent figures. The number of appeals before the Judicial Com- 
mittee. from 1911 to 1917 excluding Prize Court Appeals, which of course 
is a class of work which arose entirely out of the War and ceased with, the 
War, were Indian appeals — 514, and other appeals — 365. That gave 
roughly an average for Indian appeals of 73 per annum. That is, the 
Indian appeals formed 58 per cent, of the work of the Judicial Committee. 

I have now got the figures from 1917 up tk!) date. From 1917 to 1926, 
the average number of Indian appeals was 88, and this represented 65 per 
cent, of the total work of the Privy Council. It i's^also in the knowledge 
1 am sure of most of the Members of this House that the Privy Council 
now habitually sits in two divisions. One division deals with Indian appeals 
and the other division deals with the appeals from the Colonies and other 
Dominions. As a matter of fact, rather more than half the work of the 
Privy Council comes from India. Now, Sir, it was early recognised, very 
early in the history of the Privy Council and very early in the history of 
the judicial relations between the home country and India, that it was 
desirable that there should be some special assistance afforded to Their 
Lordships of the Privy Council when hearing Indian appeals, and in 1888 
an Act was passed, known as the Judicial Committee Act, which provided 
that there should be persons learned in Indian law who should sit on the 
Privy Council in the hearing of Indian appeals and who should be re- 
munerated by the munificent sum of iS400 a year. And that sum was 
found by the British tax-payer, and he has been finding it for nearly a 
hundred years. Apart from that, there is one other Judge with Indian 
experience, who is appointed by an amending Act to which I need not 
refer in detail, who sits without any salary. Now, I do not think anybody 
can seriously controvert the proposition that, if Indian appeals are to be 
heard in London, it is desirable that they should be heard in a way which 
will ensure a Court which is likely to command the entire respect of those 
who resort to it. I agree entirely with what Sir Douglas Hogg said in the 
House of Commons on the 3rd December. He was then discussing a 
Bill to which I shall refer later which was before the House. He said : 

“ While we have that Court ** 

— (he was referring again to the Privy Council as a Court, though purists 
would demur) — 

“ While we have that Court, it is of th^ first importance to this country as well 
as to the dominions that the personnel of the Court should be such as to command 
the respect of all those whose appeals may come before it.*’ 

Well, Sir, I think that is a proposition that the House will not generally 
be inclined to deny. I can understand the view of those who 
do not want appeals to go to England at all. I can imderstand 
also the view being taken that you do not want to pay for improvements. 
That is a very common view. I can understand the view that you wish 
to have no connection with any English courts. That is another possible 
view. But if you take the view that the appeal should heard in Iiondon, 
you may also take the view that it should be heard^b/ incompetent court. 

Mr. T. 0. Ooswaml (Calcutta Suburbs : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : ^ 8o 
far the court has not been competent — ^is that the contention? 

z 
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The Honourable Sir Alexander Huddiman: My Honourable friend^ 1 
think, has often said so. I do not subscribe to that view. If he has read 
my speech on the previous occasion he would have seen it. 

Mr. T. 0. Ooswami: If it has been so very competent, what is the 
idea of making it more competent? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: The position is, as 1 say, 

there is a large volume of business coming before this court and it is desired 
to strengthen the Court. Sir Douglas Hogg went on to point out the 
next step in the procedure was that when the late Viceroy, Lord Beading, 
was in England, this matter was the subject of discussion between tine 
Secretary of State for India and the Lord Chancellor, and that, Sir, was 
the time when there into harmony all those conflicting forces which 

without such intervention would certainly have remained unreconciled. 
Nor do I think that this House will seriously argue that the remuneration 
provided under the existing law is in any way adequate to the services 
rendered. The payment of £400 per year to Judges who sit and determine 
appeals of this importance and magnitude will, I think, by common consent 
be regarded as inadequate. I do not propose to stress that aspect of the 
question. The position, therefore, is this, that the English revenues and 
the English legal resources provide the very best lawyers in England who 
sit without any charge to you and hear your Indian appeals, and in addi- 
tion, the English revenues at present provide a remuneration, however, 
inadequate it may be, amounting in all to £800 a year by which some 
Indian experience is imported into the Privy Council. Well, Sir, that was 
the position as it stood, and if my Besolution is accepted the position 
would be that you would still have the advantage of these distinguished 
lawyers — these distinguished Indian lawyers — and you would still receive 
from the English revenues a contribution towards the Indian experience 
in the Court 10 times as much in amount as is the case at present and 
you would secure that by a payment of £4,000 in appreciated rupees from 
your own revenues. 

The House may ask why after having received a rebuff in the last 
Assembly, I venture to come forward again to present the case before 
this House. Sir, I have two reasons, perhaps more, but two only occur 
to me at the moment. The decision of the House when I last moved 
this Besolution attracted considerable unfavourable comment in quarters 
which are not usually very friendly to Government. I think there are 
many who look on any proposals that proceed from these Benches, and 
i^articularly possibly from me, with great suspicion. But on this occa- 
sion there were those who doubted whether the Assembly had been quite wise 
in throwing out the Besolution. That w^as one of the reasons that em- 
boldened me to renew my proposals. The second reason, Sir, was this. 
In* another place this Besolution was brought forwv^rd not by Government 
but by a non-official Member and it was adopted w^ithout a division. I 
think, therefore, I am justified in hoping that this Assembly may take 
a more favourable view of the proposition. After the Assembly had re- 
fused to enteftain the present proposal the Home Government, brought 
forward a Bill in the House of Commons on the Ist December, 1926, and 
the Attornpy Generaf jnmyed and got the second reading of the Bill. But 
he explained quite clearly to the House that as far as the Bill then stood, 
it would only provide a charge on the English revenues, that is to say, 
that it proposed to pay £2,000 for each judge from English revenues. 
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Unless and until the Indian Legislature were prepared to put its hand in 
its pocket, that would be the pay of the judges. He made it clear, more- 
over, in debate that if this Assembly was not going to agree to the propo- 
sition, there would be no attempt to use any special powers to ensure the 
money being found, and that the whole question of the extra £2,000 would 
rest with this Assembly. We have often seen that this Assembly has got no 
real responsibility. In this particular matter it has got a very definite res- 
ponsibility and i can assure the Assembly here and now that if they re- 
ject this Kesolution, there is very little likelihood of the Bill being pro- 
ceeded with in the House of Commons and that we may well be left in 
the position we are now in. I do not know whether this House thinks 
that we are going to get many able Indian lawyers to go home and stay 
for some years and get £400 a year for doing so. That is a point that I 
hope the House will consider. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: Did I hear the Honourable Member 
say ‘‘Indian lawyers*',? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I said Indian lawyers, and 
by Indian lawyers I include all those who have practised the law in 
India. (Laughter). I have no authority to say it, but I think anybody 
who has read tlie debates in the House of Commons must be well aware 
of it, that the Bill is likely to be a dead bird, to use a colloquialism, un- 
less this Eesolution is accepted by this House. Everybody knows that 
the British Treasury at this moment is probably more heavily pressed 
than the treasury in this country so ably conducted by my Honourable 
friend Sir Basil Blackett. {An Honourable Member: “Question.") My 
own experience — and it is a bitter one — is that whenever there is a ques- 
tion of retrenchment it is in the jxidicial department that the retrench- 
ment is apt to be enforced, which I regard as a very undesirable habit. 

Now, as far as I can ^ce, I w'ould ask the House to bear with me if I 
am unfair — ^I have no desire to be unfair — as far as I can see, those who 
oppose this Bill fall into three classes. The first is composed of those 
who would like to weaken every link that binds India to the rest of the 
Empire. (Mr. T. C. Goswami: “Hear, hear".) I am glad to hear that voice 
supporting me, for I am free to admit and my Honourable friend can 
take it that the Privy Council is such a link, and if you strengthen that 
(.’ourt, you would tighten that link. I make a present of that to any 
one who opposes my Resolution on that ground. But I do not think I 
need address any other arguments to a person who takes that line. 
Those who desire that — it may be proper from their own point of view — ^but 
it is obvious that no servant of the Crown and no loyal subject can have 
any sympathy with that view Those who would oppose this Resolut’on 
because they desire to weaken the links of the Empire I do not desire 
to address further. 

The next class of persons who object to this Resolution are those 
who look forward to the time when India will have her own Supreme 
Court. I do not wish to revive the controversy op that question. But 
the actual position is this. The last time thaV"/ that proposition was 
bi ought forward in this House the motion was lost bv a large majority. 
I do not want to put it too high, because as I am asking the House to 
change its opinion on this Resolution, it may change its opinion on that 
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matter too, but I hope that the result of that motion for the establishment 
of a Supreme Court does show that there are a number of persons, and 
I believe they are in a majority, who think that the time for a Supreme 
Court has not yet come. But I do not think that the fact that Others 
desire a Supreme Court ought to take them into the opposite lobby to 
me. They must surely recognise that the Supreme Court is not in sight, 
is not even on the horizon — do not say it will not come, it may 
come — but it is not in ^ght. In the meantime, why should they 
oppose what is a harmless attempt to improve the present arrangements 
for the hearing of the Indian appeals? Because they hope for the 
establishment of a Supreme Court in a far distant time, it does not seem 
to me that those two positions are incompatible. I do not ask 
them to give up their scheme of a Supreme Court. I do not ask them 
ook to agitate for it : but I do ask them not to oppose this Eesolution. 

There is a third class of persons who, as far as I can gather from the 
debates, appear to be influenced by some idea that in this matter India 
is not being well treated by the Home Government, as compared with 
the Colonies. That I desire entirely to explode, and I think that any fair- 
minded man will agree that it can be exploded. Both the Colonies and 
India get, free of all charges on their own revenues, from the Home Gov- 
ernment, the very best legal talent available. On the last occasion I 
moved this Eesolution I read out to the House the constitution of the 
Judicial Committee. Ther.e are so many lawyers in this House and I am 
sure so many Members have read my previous speeches that I do not 
wish to bore tHe House by reading tliem again. But it will be remem- 
bered that the Dominions and India get free of all charge the best law- 
yers available in England. It is true that certain Colonial Judges are 
appointed members of the Privy Council, and. it is true that they can 
take part in the hearing of the appeals. But in so far as they do so, 
it is entirely at the expense of those Colonies. The British 
Government make no contribution towards their expenses and if 
they come and sit in Westminster, their Government I, presume, but 
certainly not the English Government, has to pay their expenses. But 
that is not the case in regard to India, The British Government have 
at the present moment and for some hundred years charged the British 
tax-payer with the payment of £800 a year for the two Judges with Indian 
experience and they propose, as I have stated before, to go further and 
provide a total salary for those Judges of £4,000 a year. Eeally it is 
not right or fair, therefore, to argue that the Home Government is, treating 
the colonies better than it is treating India. The facts are quite other- 
wise. India has been better treated than any of the other dominions or 
colonies. 

Another point which on the last occasion I think may have prejudiced 
my case and for which perhaps I am myself to blame was that there 
should be a definite pledge that all the appointments would be made from 
persons who have not merely practised in India but were Indians. I 
was not then able to. tecept an amendment to that effect. As I made 
it plain then and I make it plain now, we intend to get the beiifc men we 
can irrespective of race. But when I find that my refusal to accept this 
amendment is used as an argument why the additional, salary shouhl not 
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be given, then I must say that I feel some difficulty. Obviously, if you 
are going to get an Indian who is a lawyer in full practice, who is a man 
commanding a large income, you are not likely to get him to go to 
England and live there for a considerable number of years on a pay of 
£2,000 a year. The larger pay is in itself a very good reason why 
Indians are more likely to be appointed than if you have a snaaller pay. 

I cannot understand myself, nor do I believe the House will take the 
view, that a brilliant Indian lawyer, unless he is one of those Indians 
who has become anglicised and desires to spend the rest of his life in 
England, will care to go to that country, live there and do strenuous work 
on a pay of £2,000 a year. I do not think it is possible. Therefore, if 
you do not provide this extra money for the purpose of augmenting 
the pay of these Judges, you will be making it more difficult for Indians 
to take part in the proceedings of the Privy Council, and you will make 
it infinitely more difficult if the House entirely rejects this proposition 
and the English Government drop their Bill. Certainly, if you will not 
get brilliant Indian lawyers to live in Ei^land for a period of years for 
£2,000 a year, you will not get them for £400 a year. On the last occa- 
s’on I took an opportunity of referring to the past services of the Privy 
Council to India. I gather from the debates I have recently heard in 
this House that arguments based on past services are not well received. 

1 was told the other day that gratitude is iinlmown. It may be so, at 
any rate I am not going to stress that aspect of the case on the present 
occasion. I do not appeal to the gratitude, I appeal to the intelligence 
and the self-interest of India. I do think that it is in the best interests 
of this country, at any rate at the present moment, that it should have 
its appeals heard by a tribunal which, it constituted in the manner it 
would be constituted if my Kesolution is accepted, would be an unrivalled 
tribunal. 

.1 have spoken at some considerable length, longer than I had intend- 
ed, but this is a subject which is rather dear to my heart. I do hope that 
the House has not come in, as it sometimes does, having made up its 
mind not to listen to what is said on this side of the House, but that 
Members will approach this question with an open mind, that they will 
see that really with the exception of the first class of persons whom I 
have mentioned, and whom I have no hope whatever of convincing, that 
they have no substantial reason for voting against this Resolution. More- 
over, I am convinced that this is the last time the proposition will be 
brought forward before the House. If on this occasion the House turns 
it down, I think they have heard the last of it; I think they have heard 
the last of the Bill which is pending in the House of Commons and we 
shall have to go back to the arrangements now subsisting. That is 
really a very serious matter. I know the House is at times very prodigal. 
We know that three orores of rupees of taxation were lost in two hours. 
This is not a question of three crores in two hours, but it is a question of 
the future judicial administration of this country for a considerable period 
of years. I can tell the House that the question of Supreme Court is 
certainly not likely to be decided in a very great hurry. Moreover, I 
press on the House this point of view that, having regard to the services 
rende^d*^ by the Privy Council and the service# to be rendered by the 
Privy Oeuncil as strengthened under my Resolution, the amount of money 
involved is really A very small matter. You add, with the greatest plea* 
sure wnd withqnt the slightest objection in the local Councils, to 'tte 
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strength of Sub-Judges, Distrirtv Judges and High Court Judges, and yet 
what is it that we are asking you to provide to add strength to the final 
tribunal of the Empire? £4,000 or Bs. 60,000 a year. I do not think 
the House will be able to get a competent Judge for less than that. I do 
hope the House will therefore take a favourable view of this Eesolution 
and support it. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Bepresentative) : I beg to move the amend- 
ment that stands in my name : 

** That in clause (2) after the word * persons * the words ‘ who are horui fide 
residents of India and ' be inserted.’* 

The amendment only means this, that the persons with recent experience 
of Indian law and practice should be Indians. That is what the amend- 
rnent is really intended to mean and I will try to address the House on 
the points relating to this amendment only. The necessity of having ths 
highest judicial tribunal located in London is admitted in a way as an 
unavoidable necessity under existing conditions. Having conceded that 
necessity the question reduces itself to this simple form. If any contri- 
bution is to be made by this couiitiw towards the maintenance of two 
Judges on the Judicial Committee for hearing Indian appeals, then I de- 
/sire this House to consider whether that contribution is to bo made with 
some condition fastened to it or not. That is the w^hole point. Sir» I do 
not sec that any very cogent arguments have been advanced either at the 
time when this question como up last time in the Assembly or in the speech 
which the Honourable the Home Member has just made for not accepting 
an amendment of this nature. A similar amendment w^as moved last time 
by Mr. T. Eangachariar. The objection that was then taken was that the 
amendment purports to introduce some sort of racial discrimination. That 
Avas one objection. The second objection was that it would create diffi- 
cultuis sometimes to get the best men to serve ou that Committee. These 
are the tw^o objections raised by the Honourable the Home Member on the 
last occasion. If the Honourable Members of this House have penised 
the whole debate carefully, they will also find that these two objections 
have been already very cogently met and replied to. In the first place I 
do not understand how the principle of racial discrimination can be said to 
have been introduced by the amendment, immediately as we say that 
the two Judges for wdiose salaries we are called upon to make a contribu- 
tion should be Indians or residents of India. On the other hand I main- 
tain that instead of making any claim on the ground of racial discrimina- 
tion we make a claim on the ground of an equality in status and ability 
with other English Judges who serve on the Judicial Committee. The claim 
is urged as a condition because we feel confident that there are Indians 
eminently qualified to occupy seats of this responsibility, in every Avay com- 
petent to efficiently discharge the duties of this office. Fooling this sort of 
confidence in ourselves w^e are emboldened to make a suggestion to this 
effect. If any contribution is to be made by India towards the mainten- 
ance of the two seats on the Judicial Committee hereafter this House, will 
be thoroughly justified in imposing a condition that these two persons should 
be Indians in the accepted sense of that term and none else. Thtre is 
no racial discrimination in it. It is only an assertion of the ^fatus of 
equality and confidence of equal ability possessed by Indians along with 
other English jurists and lawyers, It’ was also stated that it would be 
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sometimes dilSicult to find men of the ‘best type if »ny condition like this 
is tar.ked on. I can not understand that. I believe that whenever -any 
opportunity for Indians to serve on ofiBoes of responsibility has been thrown 
open, eminent members of the Indian bar and even of other paying and 
lucrative professions have invariably and willingly come forward to occupy 
these seats in spite of the pecuniary sacrifices involved. 1 am sure that is 
the experience which the Government of India have got up to the presort 
time oven in regard to appointments on the Judicial Committee, and if 
opportunities were given hereafter to Indians to occupy seats on that Com- 
naittee there ought to be no difiiculty felt whatever by the Government of 
India in finding qualified Indians from the leading members of the Indian 
bar with a large and lucrative practice willing to sit on the Judicial Com- 
mittee for a certain number of years. That ^difiiculty, therefore, is not in 
my opinion of a serious nature. We have found Indians going as mem- 
bers of the India Office. We have found Indians working as Executive 
Councillors. In doing this, I am sure, and it has been frankly recognised 
by the Government also, that some of thorn had to make enormous sacri- 
fices. But knowipg that this is also a patriotic duty to be rendered to the 
country, they did not mind the sacrifice involved and they have invariably 
willingly come forward to occupy these responsible positions. That being 
the previous experience, the difficulty of finding out the bestf Indians ought 
not to deter the Government of India in accepting an amendment of this 
kind or imposing a condition of the nature I have suggested. These two 
difficuHies being thus disposed of, I really do not seo any i^eason why the 
Honourable the Home Member should not be willing to accept this amend- 
ment. By acceptance of this amendment he would probably pave the way 
for the success of the proposition he has put forward. What I suggest is 
that if this House is to sanction this expenditure of £2,000, it shoifid take 
care that' it at least imposes a condition of the nature I have suggested. On 
the Droader question whether India should make a contribution of this 
nature towards the maintenance of this tribunal, or not, there 
is undoubtedly room for a difference of opinion as it reedly in- 
volves a question of principle. The one argument which was 
advanced now and before also is that the Judicial Committee is a 
tribunal which serves as a link which binds the whole Empire together. 
It is a fact and probably, as the Honourable the Home Member has just 
said, on that very ground there might be a section of this House which is 
opposed to it. That oppos,ition is also perfectly understandable. It ought 
not to be difficult for anybody to understand that position in this 20th cen- 
tury. But assuming however that the Judicial Committee is a great binding 
link in the Empire represents the correct position and that it is there- 
fore a desirable one, the party which desires to have this link properly 
forged and is mainly to profit by it ought to be the one to bear the necessary 
expense. That is a consequence naturally arising out of that position. 
Therefore, the question whether India should make a contribution or not 
stands on a different footing. My amendment is based on the condition 
that if the contribution is to be made at all, the House should take care 
to impose a condition of the nature I have suggested and it is, I submit, 
in the existing circumstances the most desirable and necessary step for thU 
House to take. It is in that spirit that I have brought the amendment 
and I believe the experience which the Home Member has gained particu- 
larly from the fate which this proposition met with last year in this 
Assembly must have made him more cautious, and I therefore hope that 
he will see that it is to his advantage to accept my amendment. WiUi 
these words I move it. 
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Hari Singh Ck)ur : Sir, the^ Honourable the Home Member has re- 
ferred to the history of his Eesolution. I fear, Sir, I am mainly, if not 
entirely responsible for the Eesolution, which had been prompted by a 
Eesolution moved by me as far back as the 26th March 1921. At ihat 
time 1 asked the first Assembly to give its concurrence to the establish- 
ment of a Supreme Court in India, and in moving that Eesolution I traced 
the history of the Privy Council and I pointed out that historically as well 
as in fact the Privy Council is not a Court but merely an advisory body 
of the King constituted ad hoc in the 16th century and continued till the 
establishment of regular Courts of Appeal in the major Colonies of England* 
Sir, I then said that the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council is not a 
tribunal or court but merely an advisory body constituted and intended to 
advise the King in his capacity as the highest tribunal for his Dominions. 
Early in the 15th century as England came to expand into a large colonial 
power, territories were ceded or acquired by conquest and it became neces- 
sary* ior the Government to administer justice to those scattered 
Dominions, with the result that the Judicial Committee was requisitioned 
by His Majesty to advise him on the administration of civil justice. The 
growl h of jurisdiction of the Privy Council can be traced to this fact. The 
Honourable the Law Member who conditionally accepted my Eesolution 
did not contravene this fact. Now, Sir, I wish very briefly to inform this 
Hou^e as to what has taken place since this Eesolution was accepted by 
the House. 


Mr. H. Tonkinson (Burma: Nominated Official): Sir, on a point of in- 
fomshon, I do not think that the Eesolution was ever accepted by the 
Houfte. Dr. Sapru moved an amendment and it was the amendment that 
was accepted. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I said, Sir, it was conditionally accepted. The 
Government promised to circulate my Eesolution and to collect opinions 
and iJien to see how far it w^as necessary to give effect to that Eesolution. 
That was what I meant when I said that the Eesolution was conditionally 
accepted, and I repeat that statement. Now, Sir, this book is a compila- 
tion of the opinions collected from the various public bodies On the subject 
of the establishment of a Supreme Court in this country, and, as the Hon- 
ourable the Home Member said on another occasion, there is a considerable 
body of opinion in favour of the establishment of a Supreme Court here. 
Now, Sir, so far as the Privy Council is concerned, I moved another Eesolu- 
tion in this House which unfortunately was thrown out, thrown out because 
the^e was the same lack of interest in the House which was displayed on 
the last occasion when the Honourable the Home Member moved his own 
Eesolution on the subject. And in consequence of that Eesolution His 
Excellency the Viceroy in addressing this Chamber on the 20th January, 
1926, gave expression to these pregnant w^ords. And remember that if you 
accepted ^ese Eesoliit'ons you will be perpetuating the Privy Council. I 
told this House on the last occasion that he who votes in favour of this 
Eesolution must not forget that he will be perpetuating the Privy Council. 
Let me give you. Sir, the exact words of His Excellency. He said: 

** I and my Government share the general opinion of the very valuable services 
rendered to India by these two members of the final Court of Appeal, and dssire 
to ensure that India shall continue to benefit in the future from a system the advantases 
of which have been so unmistakably demonstrated. In order to perpetuate the benefits 
of the scheme it is desired in future appointments to secure persons from India of 
eminent qualifications as regards knowledge and experience of Indian law and practice.” 
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That, Sir, was the pronouncement made by His Excellency the Viceroy 
to the last Assembly, and it is in consequence of that pronouncement that 
the Honourable the iHome Member moved bis Eesolution which th^ 
House negatived on the 3rd of Februarv 1926. Now, Sir, in asking this 
House to re-affirm its decision given only last year I wish to categorise 
a few facts and bring them to the notice of Honourable Members. Honour- 
able Members will remember that so far as the major Colonies of England 
are concerned, they have their own Supreme Courts. Let me give the 
facts. In Canada the Supreme Court Act was passed in 1867 and a 
Supreme Court was .actually constituted in 1876. In Australia by the 
C:)n8titution of Australia Act the Supreme Court was constituted in 1900. 
In South Africa on the close of the Boer war, when the constitution was 
revised, a Supreme Court was constituted. And let me in this connection 
point out that so far as South Africa is concerned, from the very consti- 
tution of the Act of 1909 the Supreme Court is paramount and supreme. 
And only last year in the Imperial Conference, which changed the title of 
His Majesty to King of the United Kingdom, it has been settled — a settle- 
ment which has now been ratified by Parliament — that all the Colonies 
have got co-equal sovereign rights. Consequently the existence of any 
paramount supreme judicial authority over the Colonies has become in- 
consistent with the sovereignty of the Colonies declared and ratified by 
the Parliament of England. The result therefore is that so far as the 
major Colonies are concerned, they have their own Supreme Courts. It 
is perfectly true that under the constitution of Canada and Australia a 
certain option is given to a litigant either to appeal to the local Supreme 
C >urt or to the Privy Council. But, as was pointed out in the Canadian 
Parliament last year on the close of the general elections, it was the inten- 
tion of the Oovemment to take away that right of optional appeal to the 
Privy Council. Honourable Members will also find, if they look at the 
proceedings of the Imperial Conference from 1918 onwards, that at that 
Conference it was proposed to constitute a Court of Imperial Appeal, and 
all the Colonies revolted against the idea of having a central Court of 
Appeal. The result is that that idea has been abandoned. The position 
therefore is, so far as the major Colonies of England are concerned, that 
they have their own Supreme Courts, and those Courts are part of the 
local autonomy which was given to them by the various Acts of the 
Imperial Parliament. India, Sir, is the largest ^part of the British Empire 
au'l. let me venture to add, forms its most important component. Can we 
be denied the right which even smaller Colonies, comparatively speaking, 
such as Canada, Australia and South Africa, have been enjoying for a 
generation past? I venture to submit that, if this House passes the 
Eesolution moved by the Government, they will be applying a very sharp 
ax'^' to their own future constitution, because the perpetuation of the 
Privy Council would be inconsistent with the expansion of Eeforms. Hon- 
ourable Members will probably remember that small book published under 
the aegis of the Home Department by your predecessor, Sir Frederick 
Whyte, in which he has pointed out that the creation of a federal govern- 
ment is only possible with the assistance of a Supreme Court. *In all 
federal countries where there is a federal government such as you have 
in the United States of America, you must set up an impartial tribunal to 
decide upon all disputes between the Executive and the Legislature,^ 
N^w, have we got such a tribunal here? As far back as 1918, when the 
late lamented Mr. Montagu was in this country, some of us poin(»ud out 
to him that a scheme for the commencement of federation in this <$ountry 
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would be incomplete without the constitution of a supreme judicial autho- 
rity to interpret and uphold the constitution. And, Sir, the result was 
that though the Secretary of State at the time was unable to accept that 
view of the deputation he left it to be decided upon its own merits later 
on. But the fact remains that, if you turn to the Government of In4ia 
Act, you will find that if there is any question of dispute or 
doubt arising as to what is a provincial subject, reserved subject, what is 
a votable or non-votable subject, these questions are excluded from the 
purview of the Government of India Act, and it is. the Executive that 
decides much to the chagrin^ and disappointment of the Legislature. 1 
therefore submit that the very existence of the Refonn Act of 1919 is in- 
consistent and incomplete without the constitution of the highest tribunal 
charged with the duty of interpreting and upholding the constitution. 
Lord Bryce in his book on democracies written after his visits to the 
major Colonies of England has pointed out that in all . the Colonies to 
wliith I have adverted, the Supreme Courts have given extreme safisfac- 
tion. They are courts possessed of considerable influence and independ- 
ence. Their impartiality is unquestioned, and the Legislatures look up * 
to them for upholding their dignity and preserving the constitution, and, 
what is more, . in cases of conflict between the Executive and the legisla- 
ture, they are the just arbiters between the two parts of the State. I 
therefore submit. Sir, that in two years* t^ie we are bound to have a 
Royal Commission, and this question of the Supreme Court, if the future 
of India is to be along the lines of a federal government, must of necessity 
come before the Royal Commission, and you will be prejudicing the estab- 
lishment of a Supreme Court if you were to ... . 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member’s time is over. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Sir, in view of the importance of the subject and 
the deep personal interest I have taken in it for the last 7 years, T hope 
you will extend to me some indulgence .... 

Mr. President: I would certainly extend a great deal of indulgence if 
we were discussing the question of the establishment of a Supreme Court 
in India, but the issue raised by the Resolution moved by the Home 
Member is a limited one. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Sir, this is sweeping away my Supivme Court, it 
is an obstacle in the way of my Supreme i Court, and unless 1 sweep that 
away, my Supreme Court will never come into existence. So, Sir, I beg 
of you to give me a little more time to enable me to remove that un- 
sightly obstacle that stands in the way of my Supreme Court. I promise 
to be as brief as possible. 

Mr. M. Buthnaswamy (Nominated : Indian (Miristiaiis) : May I ask the 
Honourable Member for information if the existence of a Supreme Court 
in the larger Dominions prevents or reduces the jurisdiction of the Privy 
Council ? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Yes, undoubtedly. It affects the jurisdiction of 
the Privy Council in Australia; in Canada, technically it does not, but as 
Lord Bryce points out, very few cases go to the Privy Council, but 
•not all cases which are certified for certain reasons, interpretation of the 
-obnsititution and so on; the jurisdiction of the Privy Coimcil is pro tanto 
narrowed by the expansion of the judicial administration in these large 
Colonies. 
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Now, Sir, I have pointed out that the Privy Council is not the Co\^. 
Now, Sir, I wish with the utmost respect to their Lordships of the Privy 
Council to point out that the Privy Council have themselves declared in 
several reported cases that they suffer from lack of local experience, and 
in many cases they are not able to decide cases with due advertence to 
the dictates of justice. In cases under the Land Acquisition Act, where 
local knowledge as to the valuation of the property and the estimate as to 
its value is necessary, their Lordships again and again have said that they 
are at a disadvantage in not being able to inspect the sites. Then take 
the case of inspection of documents; the case of application of personal 
lav/. Latterly the Home Member has himself brought forward one Bill 
to correct the mistakes of their Lordships of the Privy Council on the inter- 
pretation of the Transfer of Property Act, or rather the Eegistration Act. 

I myself, Sir, was the author of another Bill to amend the Transfer of 
Property Act regarding attestation upon which the view of their Lordships 
of the Privy Council was at variance with the Indian current view. Then 
their Lordships have in several cases pointed out that in criminal cases, 
they are neither a court of appeal nor a court of revision, and Honourable 
Members conversant with criminal law are aware that in criminal cases 
the final sentencing tribunal is the High Court, and while the High Court 
passes a sentence of death, there is really no right of appeal at all. Now 
in England the anomaly which existed has been swept away by the estab- 
lishment of a Court of Criminal<!^ Appeal, and I submit, therefore, the time 
is ripe when we should press for the establishment of a central court of 
criminal appeal in cases where a sentence of death or transportation for 
life is passed by the superior courts in this country. 

Then, Sir, in my previous speeches before this House, I have pointed 
out that the question of time, the question of distance, the cost of visuali- 
sation of justice and the difficulty of both parties being represented before 
the Privy Council are insuperable obstacles to the disposal of cases with 
due regard to the rights of the parties. I have also. Sir, pointed out that 
with a growing national sentiment in this country it is absolutely necessary 
that we should have a court of our own, and we cannot possibly have a 
court of our own if you were to-day to give your vote in favour of the perpe- 
tuation of the Privy Council in the manner stated by the Home Member. 

Sir, T wish finally to appeal to this House that only 12 months ago this 
House rejected the motion of the Honourable the Home Member. Have 
any fresh facts come to light which would justify 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: How long ago was your 
motion for a Supreme Court rejected? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Sir, 1 have already given this House the history 
of Jny Supreme Court. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah (Bombay City : Muhammadan Urban) : Two wrongs 
do not make one right. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: My friend Mr. Jinnah says that two wrongs do not 
male one right. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I agree. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: I have already pointed out that, with the grow- 
ing consciousness of the people, with the growing desire that India should 
be self-contained, with the approach of the Royal Commission in the very 
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n€^ar future, this House will be casting a vote in favour of the perpetuation 
of the Privy Council which every patriot and politician in this country in- 
cluding Mahatma Gandhi has condemned, and I ask those who are believers 
in Mahatma Gandhi to remember and recall how strongly he has castigated 
those Members of the House who on the last occasion, when my Eesolu- 
tion for the Supreme Court came on for discussion, cast their vote against 
it. Well, Sir, they have now the chance to rectify their mistake, and on 
these grounds, Sir, I oppose the Eesolution. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, the 
2Sth March, 1927. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 25th March, 1927. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council Bouse at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

Long Hours of Work or thb Staff on the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

1149. *Lieut.-Ooloiial H. A. J. Gidney: Will the Honourable Member 
kindly state if it is a fact that, owing to the heavy extra work thrown on 
the staff especially at the wayside stations on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway, the men are compelled to perform very long hours of work? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have had no representations to this 
effect, but I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply to question 
No. 140 asked by Dr. K. G. Lohokare on the 20th August 1926. 

Employment of Subordinates ok the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway in Hioher Appointments without Enhancement op 

Salaries. 

1150. *Lietlt.-0olODel E. A. J. Gidney: (i) Is it a fact that on the 
Jbansi Division, Great Indian Peninsula Railway : 

(a) there are 5 A grade station masters of whom only one man is a 

confirmed station master and the others have been officiating as 
such for years, but on assistant station masters’ salves? 

(b) there are 4 Divisional Transportation Inspectors of whom only 

one is confirmed in that grade and the others have been kept 
officiating for years on a lower sfdary ? 

(c) there are many guards who, for years, have been kept acting 

as assistant station masters but on guards’ salaries? 

(ii) Is it a fact that in the Transportation Department, Bhusaval Divi- 
sion, Great Indian Pehinsula Railway, there are several subordinates 
who have, for years, been acting as officers but who are drawing the 
lower salaries of their substantive appointments? 

(iii) If the answers to parts (i) and (ii) are in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether the retrenchment and economy effected 
in the Great Indian Peninsula Railway as reported m the' Railway 
Budget for 1925-26 are due to such measures? If so, will the Honour- 
able Member be pleased to state if this is the kind of retrenchment 
intended? 

-Hr. A. A. L. Canons: (i) and (ii). Government have no information. 

( 2765 ) 
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(iii) There is no truth in the suggestion that subordinates promoted) 
temporarily to higher grades are not confirmed as part of a deliberate policy 
of retrenchment and economy. 

It is an ordinary practice to fill temporary vacancies caused by officers^ 
proceeding on leave, deputation, etc., by promoting subordinates to officia-te. 
As a number of vacancies of this nature almost invariably exist, certain* 
subordinates may act as officere for continuous periods of some length. 
Subordinates when so officiating receive the same pay as they would have 
received had they been confirmed on first appointment to officiate. 

These temporary promotions in their turn afford opportunities for tem- 
porary promotion of subordinates in lower grades. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Sidney: Besides those officiating appointments 
in the place of officers, who are on deputation and otherwise absent from 
their appointments, is it or is it not the policy of the railways to use sub- 
ordinates for officiating appointments as a measure of retrenchment and 
economy? If so, may I inquire if there are any such cases? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Not so far as I am aware. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Qidney: I have credible reasons to state on th^ 
floor of this House that there are a number of subordinates so employed 
as a deliberate policy of economy. May I ask the Honourable Member 
to make inquiries ipto what I have said? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: If the Honourable Member will send me detaila 
of any individual cases, I will look into them. 

Confirmation of Subordinates of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway employed to officiate as Officers. 

1151. *Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J* Gidney: (i) Is it a fact that with regard 
to acting officials, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, in the case of many 
subordinates who are, to-day, employed as officiating officials: 

(a) They are denied confirmation as such, though they have been 

officiating for years? 

(b) They have to revert to their substantive appointments and 

salary should they take privilege leave? 

(c) Their gratuities are calculated on their substantive pay and not 

on their acting appointment at the time of retirement? 

(ii) If the answers to (a), (6) and (c) are in the affirmative, do Gov- 
ernment propose to remedy this state of affairs ? 

With regard to this question, Sir, with your permission I desire to 
inform the Honourable Member that there is a little incorrectness in the 
words used and I request that I may be allowed to alter it, when it will 
read as follows : 

“Is it a fact that with regard to 'acting officials’ on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, in the case of many subordinates who are, to-day, 
employed as officiating officials,” and so on. In this alteration the worda 
“Commercial Department” should read “acting officials.” 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I have no objection to the alteration, Sir. I 
think my answer will cover the variation. The answer is as follows: 

(i). (a) There are a number of subordinates officiating in Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway. 
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(b) and (o). Leave salaries of the employees of the late Great Indian 
Peninsula Eailway Company, taken over by the State and gratuities are 
based on the substantive pay. 

(ii). (la) Confirmation is dependent on the occurrence of permanent 
vacancies. 

(b) and (c). Government do not propose to alter the rules regulating 
the grant of leave salaries and gratuities on the basis of substantive pay. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J, Oldney: Will Government be good enough to 
state whether’ these acting appointments are part of the policy of economy 
and retrenchment ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parson^: I am not sure what the Honourable Member 
refers to when he mentions the policy of retrenchments. I cannot add 
anything to the answer which I gave to his previous question, that these 
temporary promotions to higher grades are not part of any deliberate 
policy of retrenchment and economy. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: Do Government consider that this is 
honest retrenchment? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government do not consider that this is retrench- 
ment at all. The position is simply this, that on this particular railway 
in certain departments the leave reserve for officers is obtained from the 
subordinate grades, thereby giving subordinates the opportunity of obtain- 
ing higher rates of pay when officers go on leave. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: I am sorry, but the Honourable Mem- 
ber has not answered my question. The Honourable Member says that 
these officiating appointments are to fill vacancies created by officers who 
have gone on leave. I can quite understand this, but I am told that there 
are a lars:e number of official appointments in which subordinates are 
employed in officiatinsr capacities for years on lower pay and that the 
Eailways are reaping the benefits so obtained of employing a skilled man 
on minimum wages. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is making a speech. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: The Honourable Mr. Parsons has 
already informed Colonel Gidney that if he will bring to notice cases of 
this kind they will be inquired into. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: I am sorry, owing to the noise in the 
House, I could not hear the Honourable Member when he replied. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: I was pointing out that if Colonel 
Gidney will bring to notice any particular case of that kind, it will be 
inquired into. I do not know what more we can do. 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney : My suggestion is that he can do some- 
thing more. 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member put a question? 

Lieut.-Colonel H. A. J. Gidney: Wall the Honourable* Member enquire 
whether the facts as stated in my questions regarding Jhansi and Bhusawol 
are true or not? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Is that a case where a man hos 
got officiating appointments for years as a measure of retrenchment .> 

A 2 
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Promotion of Subordinates on Company^manaosd Railways. 

1152. *Lieut.-OoloaBl H. A. J. Oldney: (a) Will the Honourabld Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether on Company-managed Railways, for the 
years 1914 — 1917, about 60 per cent, of their officials were promoted subor- 
dinates and that the Government of India have now d^ided that this 
promotion from the subordinate to the official grades will be only at a 
ratio of 1'6 in every 10 appointments made, irrespective of nationality? 

(fc) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether this ratio is 
to-day very far exceeded on all railways and will be so for many years to 
come and will consequently prevent for many years any further promotion 
from subordinates to officials in the terms pmmised by Government? If 
so, of what benefit is this ratio to railway subordinates? Under the 
circumstances, will Government be pleased to state whether they aife 
prepared to reconsider this ratio or abolish it absolutely? 

♦ (c) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are prepared 
to consider that in both ratios — 25 per cent. Europeans and 76 per cent. 
Indians, there should be no restriction of ratio for the appointment of 
worthy subordinates and that they be promoted according to tha oirouiuf- 
stances and merits of the case irrespective of any fixed ratio and of castes, 
creed or colour? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: (la) Government have no informa- 
tion in respect of the first part of the question. As regards the latter part, 
the ratio of 1*5 in 10 was fixed, in consultation with the Central Advisory 
Council for Railways. 

(6) In past yearff the proportion of promotion to subordinates to total 
recruitment for the State-worked Railways varied in different years. Of 
late years the proportion has ordinarily been about 15 per cent. In the 
past, no definite assurance was given to subordinates as to the extent to 
which such promotions would be granted. Such an assurance has now 
been given and really capable subordinates can now definitely look forward 
to promotion to the officer's grade. Government do not propose to recon- 
sider the percentage or to abolish it. 

(c) Claims of subordinates, irrespective of nationality for promotion 
will be considered according to the circumstances and the merits of each 
case. If a subordinate of non- Asiatic .domicile is promoted, he will count 
against the 25 per cent, recruitment of persons of non- Asiatic domicile and 
not against the 75 per cent, recruitment of Indians. 

Lieut.-Oolonel E. A. J. Oidney: Will the Honourable Member kindly 
state whether the present percentage of 15 per cent, for promotion of 
subordinates to officials compares favourably with what it was before this 
new order appeared and whether it is of any material advantage to the 
subordinates ? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: The present percentage is more 
or less the percentage which obtained on State Railways during past 
years. It has been fixed in consultation with the Central Advisory Coun- 
cil €pid the Government of India have no intention of altering it. 

Lieut.-Golonel H. A. J. Oidney: Why not? 

Powers of Dismissat. of Divisional Stipe rintfndbnts on Railways. 

1153. *Iileut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: (i) Are Government aware of 
the fact that it is Only since absolute powers of dismissal have been given 
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to Divisional Superintendents -on Railways that most of the present unrest 
6UQd trouble in the subordinate classes have developed? 

(ii) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of either; 

(a) withholding the power of dismissal from Divisional Supenn- 

tendents, or 

(b) subjecting all such dismissals (i) to a full inquiry, (ii) to ^e con- 

firmation of the Agent, and (iii) to appeal to the Railway 

Board? 

The Honourable Sir Ohatles Innes: (i) Government have no reason to 
believe that the facts are as stated by the Honourable Member. 

(ii). (a.) Government do not think that this is necessary. 

(6). (i) The matter is engaging the attention of Government. 

(ii) There is an appeal to the Agent. 

(iii) Under present rules a dismissed employee of State-worked Rail- 
ways can appeal to the Railway Board. 

Loss ox THE Working of the Assam Bengal Railway. 

1154. *Mr. B. P. Naidu: I. (a) Is it a fact that the Assam-Bengal 
Railway Company has been working at a loss ever since its commence- 
ment? 

(b) What is the capital sunk and what is the total loss incurred by thau 
Railway up to now? 

II. Was it not the intention that a commercial line, like the Assam- 
Bengal Railway, should pay its way within 5 years from its opening? 
Why was this test not applied to ft? 

III. (a) Will Government be pleased to state why they are allowing 
the Assam-Bengal Railway Company to construct some nine new lines m 
the face of these recurring losses? 

(b) Are they satisfied that these new lines will be paying propositions? 

(c) It so, do they propose to cover up to any extent the losses on the 
existing lines ? 

IV. Has the Assam-Bengal Railway Company fulfilled the condition of 
its contract that the Company's share of capital shall not be less than 8/11 
of the total? If not, why has not the Company been called upon to 'fulfil 
it? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I. (<r) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) The capital outlay to the end of 1925-26 is Rs. 19,25,88,373. The 
total loss in working up to the 31st March 1926 is Rs. 10,23,66,866. 

II. The estimate of financial prospects of the line made before the com- 
mencement of construction indicated that a return of over 5 per cent, would 
be obtained on the capital outlay. Apparently owing to the absence of 
reliable statistics at the time, this has not been realised. 

HI. iyi) It is expected that the new lines will develop the resources of 
the country* improve communications, and prove financially remunerative. 

(<b) Yes. 

(c) To the extent that they are remiAerative they will of course cover 
losses on other parts of the line. 
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IV. Under the contract with the Company no fixed proportion of capital 
is required to be raised by them. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Who is responsible for the loss caused by the sugges- 
tion made before the construction took place? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I do not remember who framed the original 
estimates. 


Loss ON THE WoilKING OF STRATEGIC RAILWAYS. 

1165. *Mr. B. P. Naidu: (a) Have not the strategic railways been 
working at a huge loss every year? 

(b) If so, have the Government ever considered the possibility of cutting 
down the expenditure on those lines to their earnings by reducing the 
staff and the number of trains run? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The strategic lines have been and are being 
wbrked at a loss. They exist for strategic reasons and cannot bo expected 
to pay on a commercial basis. 

(16) The question of improvements in working lojiding to economy in 
the case of all lines including strategic lines, has always the attention of 
the Government. 

The Guntur Gurzala-Macherla Railway. 

1156. *Mr, B. P. Naidu: Will Government be pleased to state 

when the construction of the Guntur-Gurzala-Macherla line will be 
actually taken in hand? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The construction of the line was sanctioned in 
January last. Work is expected to be put in hand shortly. 

Construction of the Cumbum-Kalahasti and Oollapalem-Singa- 
rayakonda Kaniqiri Railways. 

1157. *Mr. B. P. Naidu: Will Government be pleased to state 

what conclusions they have come to with regard to the construction of 
the Cumbum-Kalahasti and Oollapalem-Singarayakonda Kanigiri lines, 
whose survey appears to have been finished? 

Cumbum-Kalahasti Railway. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have not yet come to a final con- 
clusion, but the investigations recently made into the project show that it 
is not a remunerative proposition. 

OollapaJem-Strigarayakonda Kanigiri Railway. 

A detailed survey of this project was made in 1916, and it is proposed 
to re-examine it 

Abolition op the Posts op Superior Officers in each of the 
Departments' op the Government op India. 

1168. *Ehan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 

be pleased to state the number of posts of superior officers recommended 
to be abolished by the Retrenchment Committee in each of the depart- 
ments of the Government of India and how many have been abolished as 
recommended? 
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(6) Will they be pleased to state the names of the officers occupying 
those posts so iretrenehed? 

' (ic) Will they be pleased \o state the posts which have since been re- 
vived with the names of the departments where revived? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Information in the form asked for 
is not available, but I would invite attention to the main facts as given 
on pages 60 — 67 of the statement showing the action taken on the recom- 
mendations of the Eetrenchment Committee which was recently circulated. 

Sleeping Accommodation for Third Class Passengers on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 

1159. *Khan Bahadur Sarlaraz Husaain Khan: (a) Is it a fact that 
some sample third class coaches providing sleeping accommodation for 
third class passengers were put on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
last year as an experimental measure? 

(6) If so, were those coaches found suitable for traffic, and if so, ha\e 
the number of such coaches been increased and put on other lines too? 
If not, why not? 

(c) If they were unsuitable, have the Government made rny other 
kind of coaches for providing sleeping accommodation for third class pas- 
sengers? If not, why not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (h). The information is being obtained 
from the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, and will be communicat- 
ed to the Honourable Member. 

(c) The matter will bo considered on receipt of the report from the 
Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

Electric Fans in Third Class Railway Carriages. 

1160. *Khan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan,; (^) Are Government 

aware that during the hot season third class passengers are put to great 
hardships and discomforts owing to the absence of any cooling arrange- 
ments such as the. supply of electric fans in the carriages? 

(bl If so, do Government propose to supply electric fans to the third 
class coaches for the comforts of the third class passengers during the few 
months of the hot weather? 

Mr. A. A. L. Paraons: (a) and (b). The reply is in the negative. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall; Do I understand the Honourable Member to say 
-that third class passengers do not suffer any inconvenience in the hot 
season? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No, Sir, the question says ''great” hardship. 

Mr. Oliaman Lall: Do I understand the Honourable Member mean 
that they do suffer some hardship? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: It is a matter of opinion, Sir. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Does the Honourable Member wish to state that 
there is no hardship caused to third class passengers in the hot season? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I do not wish to express an opinion, Sir. 
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Mr. Ohaman Lall: Considering that it is the general opinion of Honour- 
able Members on this side of the House that great hardsUp is caused* 
to third class passengers in the hot season, will he take action to relieve* 
their hardship? 

Mr. H. M. Jodii: May T ask, Sir, whether the Government of India 
will place before the Standing Finance Committee for Eailways an esti- 
mate of the expenditure required for supplying electric fans in third class 
compartments? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: My Honourable friend is anticipating the next 
question. 

Mr. Ohaman LaU: May I ask the Honourable Member whether he him- 
self has ever travelled in 'a compartment without a fto in the hot season? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I should imagine that I have. Sir, but I really 
cannot remember. 

t 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Has the Honourable Member experienced any hard- 
ship while travelling without a fan in the hot season? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No great hardship. 

Mr. J. M« Dunnett: Is my Honourable friend opposite aware that 
“safar aur saqar men ck nukta ka farak hai*’? 

Mr. Ohama n Lall: 1 may inform the Honourable Member that as I arxi 
not sitting on the Treasury Benches- I am not in a position to answer his 
question . (Laughter. ) 

Provision or Electric Fans in Third Class Carriages on State 

Railways. 

1161. *Khan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state the cost of a fan of the type generally fitted in a first 
or second class carriage? 

(b) What is the cost of supply of current to each of the fans per hour 
of working the fan? 

(c) What will be the total cost of supplying at least one in each third 
class compartment in all the State Railways? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The figure is approximately Es. 95 per fan. 

(6). Since it is not possible to determine with any degree of accuracy 
what portion of the cost of running the locomotive, which drives the dynamo 
which charges the batteries which provides the current for working the 
fans, should be allocate to this work, the information which the Honour- 
able Member seeks cannot be obtained. 

(c) Similarly no reliable figure can be given of the cost of supplying 
one fan in eaob third class compartment on all the State Railways, for, 
in addition to the cost of the fan8> either more or larger dynamos, larger 
batteries, and a good deal of wiring would be necessary. A rough esti- 
mate prepared on the East Indian Railway shows that the cost QB that 
Railway alone would be Rs. 25 lakhs. 

Mi« H. M* JpaW: Considering great profit wluoh the Ooverpment 
of India fhake out of the third class passengers will they not be pleased to» 
spend 25 lakhs of rupees for their benefit? 
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lb. A. A. L. Paiions: My /own opinion, Sir, is that when we are in 
a financial position to give furtiier benefits to third claas passengers, there 
are probaJUiy other directions than the provision of fans in third class com- 
partments in which the money could better be spent. 

Mr. N. M. Joohl: May I ask whether the Government of India will be 
pleased to discuss this question with the Standing Finance Committee for 
Eailways? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: Not until we have some definite proposal to put 
before them. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: May I know what is the percentage this 
estimate for 25 lakhs of rupees bears to the total gross earnings .derived 
from third class passengers on the East Indian Eailway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Sir, I am not good at mental arithmetic. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: In view of the fact that the Government is not agree- 
able to spend 25 lakhs of rupees for electric fans, and in view of the fact 
that the comforts of third class passengers are not properly looked after, 
do Government propose to supply them with hand fans? (Laughter.) 

Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Eussain Khan: Am I to understand that it is only 
for the present that funds cannot be provided for passengers in third class 
compartments, or that they will not be provided at all? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am not prepared to commit myself to a state- 
ment that Ooveniment will never do so, and on the other hand I am not 
prepared to name any date within which they are likely to take up the 
question. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I ask whether it is not the intention of the Gov- 
ernment of India to make third class passengers suffer in order to make 
them very loyal to them? 

Inclusion op the Cost of the Construction op Raised Platborms 
UNDER THK Head Amenities for Third Class Passengers. 

1162. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: Will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons for including the whole cost of the proposed 
construction of the raised platforms during the next financial year, under 
the head of amenities of third class passengers and not under the head of 
amenities of passengers in general? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Tho platforms referred to are at wayside stations 
where the bulk of the passenger traffic is lower class traffic. 

Names of the Railway Stations wheeb Raised Platforms will be 

CONSTRUCTED. 

1163. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: Will Government be 
pleased to place a statement showing the names of all the railway stations 
where raised platforms will be constructed during the next financial year? 

Mr. A. A. Ik Paraonn: The detailed programme for the provision of 
raised platforms during tho next financial year has not yet been settled. 

Caretakers for the Secretariat Buildings and the Council Itouss 

IN New Dbt*hi. 

1164. ♦Shan BaluAur IMam BRoMdn Han: (a) Is it a fanfc that 
there are %wo caretakers for the Secreiarint Buildings and the <Iknuiei) 
Buildings in New Delhi senmdly? 
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(b) If so wfll Government be pleased to state the name and the pay 
of these two officers? ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that each of them has been provided with free quar- 
ters? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the qualifications of these 
two officers? 

(a) Are they qualified engineers, overseers or sub-overseers from any 
recognised engineering school or college? If not, what are their special 
qualifications? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons why these two 
caretakers have been provided with free quarters when all other classes 
of Government servants in New Delhi are to pay rents? 

(^) Why have they been allowed to occupy a portion of the office build- 
ings? Do Government propose to shift them to quarters of their class? 
If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (ia) Yes, but the care- 
taker of the Chamber discharges also the duties of “Superintendent of 
Quarters.** * 

(*) Messrs. Palmer and Bradley, on Rs. 310 an4 Rs. 345 per mensem, 
respectively. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The former has been in charge of Government buildings and furni- 
ture in both Old and New Delhi since 1924, and the latter in charge of the 
furniture of all the residential buildings in New Delhi since 1920. 

{e) No. It is not essential that caretakers should have engineering 
qualifications. 

(/) and {g). Because they are required to live on the premises and 
Government consider this essential for the proper discharge of their duties. 

Khan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan: May I inquire what are the 
exact duties of the caretaker, Sir? 

(Honourable Members: “ To take care.**) 

Mr. M. Buthnaswamy: Are these caretakers Indians, Sir? 

The Honouirable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I have given their names. 
Sir 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Do 1 understand. Sir, since the Honourable Member 
has not answered the question, that these caretakers have no duties at 
all? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I was willing to answer 
4)he question, but my Honourable friend, Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain 
Khan, desired to occupy the attention of the House, and I could not pos- 
sibly answer his question until he sat down. Well, the duties of care- 
takers are to look after the buildings except in regard to maintenance. 

Mr, Bam Narayan Singh: May T know their pay and qualifications. 
Sir? 

The HonouraUa Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: I have given th^ pay 
already. There is another question later on on the same subject, and I 
would ask the Honourable Member to be patient. 
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Mr. M. ButhnaiSwaniy: Arising from the Honourable Member’s answer 
to my supplementary question, may I ask whether it is always possible 
to ascertain the nationality from a man’s name? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The information about the 
nationality of all these caretakers will be given presently in reply to an- 
other question. 

Mr. T. 0. Ooswami: Is the Honourable Members definition of 
^’caretaker” taken from a good dictionary? (Laughter.) 

Number of Caretakers in Charoe of the Government of India 
AND Council Buildings in Simla and Delhi. 

1165. *Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Will Government 
be pleased to state the number of posts there are of caretakers for the 
Government of India office buildings and Council Buildings in Simla and 
Delhi? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state how many of such care- 
takers are Indians? 

(c) Will they be pleased to state the names of all the caretakers with 
the names of the office buildings under the charge of each of them and 
the qualifications and the pay ffirawn by each? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Four in Simla and 
four in Delhi. In addition a part-time caretaker is appointed for the 
charge of the Council Chamber and the orthodox Members’ quarters in 
Simla during the session period. 

(|b) Four including two statutory natives of India. 

(c) A statement giving the information required is being sent to the 
Honourable Member. 

Article in the Hindustan Times, dated the 7th February, 1927, 
entitled ‘^Life in Baisina.^^ 

1166. *Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Has the attention 
of the Government been invited to the editorial note under the caption 
“ Life in Eaisina ” on page 8 of the Hindustan Times ^ Delhi, dated the 
17th February 1927? 

(b) Is there any truth in the statements made therein regarding the 
defective facilities for the protection of life and property, want of facilities 
for the education of children, high rents and want of tram or any other 
cheap communication between New Delhi and Delhi city? 

(c) If so, do the. Government propose to remove these grievances of the 
•staff of the Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) Yes. 

(b) Most of the statements made are incorrect or exaggerated. The 
police force in the area has recently been increased. The Municipality 
provides the school considered necessary by the educational authorities. 
Bents are not paid for the whole twelve months^ but for the period of occu- 
pation at 1/12 of the annual rental per month and the occupants are fur- 
ther protected as they cannot be charged more than 10 per cent, of their 
pay. As regards means of communication between Old and New Delhi 
Government are prepared to consider favourably any proposition, put l^ore 
them,, but hitherto no company has come forward with proposals. 
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(c) In view of the answer to (b), the question does not arise. 

Mr. B. Das: May I inquire if the Honourable Member is right in saying 
that the statement in that particular Indian paper was incorrect? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I have said so, Sir, already. 

Mr. B* Das: Will the Honourable Member deny those charges? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Is it a fact that even after the Standing Finance 
Committee sanctioned the entertainment of an additional police force, theft 
cases continue to occur in New Delhi? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: If the Honourable Member 
will wait a minute, I will tell him all about the police. 

Theits in New Delhi. 

I 

1167. ♦Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan: (a) Has the attention 
of the Government been drawn to the news published in the Hindustan 
Times, Delhi, dated the 21st January 1927, and other subsequent dates 
regarding thefts in New Delhi? 

(6) How many cases of thefts or attempted burglaries have been 
reported to the New Delhi police . since the 16th of December 1926 and 
in how many cases was the police successful in finding out the culprits? 

(c) Are the Government aware that most of the cases are not report- 
ed to the police as it causes unnecessary trouble and additional waste of 
time and money without any result? 

(d) Has there been any decrease in the number of thefts after the 
15th January? Are Government aware that the decrease is not due to 
the police arrangements but on account of the chaukidars employed^ by 
the residents themselves? 

(e) When do the Government propose to make adequate police arrange- 
ments? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (<z.) Yes. 

(b) 41 true cases of theft and burglary have been registered in New 
Delhi Police Station since the 15th December 1926., Of these, 2 cases 
ended in conviction, 6 are pending trial in the courts, 11 are under investi- 
gation and 22 have been filed as imtraced. 

(c) No. 

(d) There has been a decrease, but its cause has not been established. 

(c) Government have recently sanctioned an increase of police in Delhi 

which will enable additional protection to be arranged as soon as the train- 
ing of the new staff has been completed. 

Mr. M. Buthnaswamy : Are Government aware that residents in certain 
parts of Delhi are forced to employ private chaukidars at their own expense 
to protect themselves? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I know many people em^ 
{Joy chaukidars; I employ one myself. 

Mr. M. BuUmaiWimy: Does the Honourable Member take that as a 
complimeont to the poUce? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I take it as a proteetion to 
myself. 
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Mr. E. O. Oocke: Will the Honourable Member kindly inform the" 
House of the period of training that a man undergoes in India to become 
an expert policeman? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: That depends on the intel- 
ligence of the recruit, Sir. (Laughter.) 

Training in Wireless Telegraphy, 

1168. "*Kr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ea|i: (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state the exact nature of the facilities now provided by them 
for training in wireless telegraphy? 

(b) Will they further state what action they propose to take with re- 
gard to the provision of a sea experience of six months which is necessary 
'before an operator could be engaged on board a ship? 

(c) Are they prepared in this connection to consider the advisabilitv 
of approaching the shipping companies who obtain mail subsidies from 
the Government of India regarding the provision of the necessary sea 
experience for the wireless operators seeking employment on board a 
ship V 

r The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Hitra: (a.) Apart from training 
oi staff required for Government purpc :es Government has agreed to pro- 
vide training for ship operators in the Government School at Calcutta. Up 
to 20 students will be trained in the first class and the training will be such 
as to enable suitable students to qualify for the Director-General’s Certi- 
ficate of Competency Ipt Class. A fee will be charged which will not ex- 
ceed the actual cost to Government. The exact amount is now under con- 
sideration. 

(b) and (c). The points raised the Honourable Member will receive 
due consideration. 

Expenditure on the Royal Commission on Agriculture. 

1169. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i: (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state the total estimated cost of the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture? 

(b) How much of this amount is votable and how much non-votabla? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state if the members of the Royal 
U^ommission are paid on a uniform basis, if not, will they please state 
the various amounts paid to each of the membf'rs? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the cost of the proposed 
visit to Europe by the Royal Commission on Agriculture? 

(e) What is the number of non-Indians on the staff of the Royal Agri- 
culture Commission and what are the salaries and allow^ances paid to 
each of them? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: (a) Rs. 12,91,776. 

(b) Rs. 5,67,131 (voted) and Rs. 7,24,645 (non-voted). 

(c) A statement is laid on the table giving the required information. 

(d) The cost is estimated at £20,990 which includes the pay and 
allowances of the Members and the Staff, cost of passages and contingen- 
cies. . 

(e) Six. A statement giving their salaries and allowances is placed 
*on the table. 
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Statement showing the salaries and allowances of Non-Indian Members of the staff of th& 

Agricultural Cominission. 


DeBlgnatlon. 

Pay. 

Personal allowance. 

Subsistence allowance. 

Travelling allowance. 

Attached 

Officer. 

Bs!n,760per month 
in India and 
of that sum hr the 
United Kingdom. 

XU 

\ 

Rs. 16 per diem conti- 
nuously in India and 
in England £1-6-0 
per diem subject to 
1 . 0. travelling rules. 

In the United Kingdoou 
and on voyage 1st olasa 
fares and in Indht 
travelling expenses 

permibsible to an 
Offic er of the Ist class 
' under Civil Service 
Re if Illations. 

Joint Secretary 
from Eng- 
land. 

£1,000 per annum . 

Rs. 1,000 per month 
in India and £300 
a year in the 
United Kingdom 1 
and in India and 
£03-13-4 on voyage. 
An onttit allowance 
of £60. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Asgistant Secre- j 
lary. 

Rs. 760 per month 
in India and |rdg 
of that sum in the 
United Kingdom 
flut £26 per month 
oYerseas i^y. 

Rs. 160 per month 
in India and in the 
United Kingdom. 

Ditto 

1 Ditto. 

1 

1 

1 

2 Personal 
Secretaries to 
the Chair- 
man. 

£21 a week for each 
throughout the 

period of their em- 
ployment. 

XU 

Rs. aro pdr mouth | Actual travelling ex* 
each in India and r>08. 1 penees at Ut olass 
per day each for over- | rates in India when no 
land journeys hi Eu- 1 special trains are pro- 
rope and 7 /Od. each I vided, with gharry and 
per diem during Voj- porterage, 
age. Outfit allowance ' 
of £60 each 

1 Reporter • 

Rs. 460 per month . 

XU 

Usual daily allowances Travelling allowance 
permissible under the | under Supplementary 
Supplementary Roles, j Rules. 

1 


Mr. E. Ahmed: Are these paid, Sir, as allowances or as emoluments? 


Mr. J. W. Shore: The information, Sir, is given fully in the state- 
ment which I am laying on the table, but if the Honourable Member 
wants information as to daily allowance, it is Es. 15. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Is it Es. 50 or Es. 10 plus Es. 5, Sir? 

Mr. A. Bangaflwami Iyengar: May I know whether the non-Indians 
referred to in clause (e) of the question include the appointment of a new 
non-Indian officer in addition to the two Secretaries to serve on the Com- 
mission ? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: May I know. Sir, why that new officer 
has been appointed? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: In order to assist the Chairman in carrying out his 
nuties. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Is it then understood that the two 
Secretaries have been found incompetent to assist the Chairman to carry 
cn his duties? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: Not to my knowledge. 
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Mr. A. BangMWaml Xyengar: May I inquire why this assistance is 
now required? 

Mr. J. W. Bbore: That is a question, Sir, to which I am not able in 
a few words to give a complete reply, but shortly, in the view of fhe 
Chairman, it is absolutely essential for him to have further assistance 
to enable the Commission to digest the enormous mass of material which 
has been collected and to examine the financial problems 'which have to 
be faced. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: May I take it, Sir, that the Chairman 
of the Eoyal Commission reported that over and beyond the work that 
was done by the two Secretaries, he was in need of a third Secretary ? 

Mr. J. W. Bhoore: He reported, Sir, that he was in need of a third 
officer to enable him more easily to tackle both the ordinary work and the 
very large financial questions which had to be considered before the Com- 
mission could come to considered conclusions. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Did he say, Sir, that the Secretaries 
A\ere incompetent to deal with these large issues? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore : He said that they were overworked and that he 
desired another officer with large experience to enable him to deal satis- 
' lactorily with these questions. 

Mr. B. Das: May 1 inquire whether the Honourable Member thinks 
that in the case of a member of the Boyal Commission who is, I under- 
stand, going to attend the International Economic Conference at Geneva 
as a delegate, there will be no interruption of his duties in connection 
with the Eoyal Commission meetings in London? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: No, Sir, I do not think there will be any material 
mterruption of those • duties. It will be a short visit which he will be 
able to fit in with the course of his ordinary duties on the Commission. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir, with regard to the answer regarding the allowance 
of Es. 15 per day. Government do not disclose the fact as to how much 
the members get per mensem or for days together, by way of remunera- 
tion. 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: If the Honourable Member will wait, he will see 
that all the information he desires is contained in the statements which 
I am placing on the table. 

Mr. B« Dae: Is it considered economical, Sir, to allow the same officer 
cf the Eoyal Commission also to attend the International Economic 
Conference ? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: Undoubtedly, Sir. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Is it not a fact, Sir, that the same Member is going 
to try the novel experiment cf growing cabbages on the waters of the 
lake of Geneva? (Laughter.) 

Mr. J. W. Bhore : The Honourable Membei^ can refer to the Member 
himself. 
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Mr. K. M. Joshi: May I ask what is the experience of financial 
matters of the new gentleman appointed to the Eoyal Commission? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: He is an ofiicer, Sir, of very wide experience who 
has had to deal with and has been brought into close contact with large 
financial questions in the course of a very varied experience. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: May I know what that varied experience is? 

Hr. J. W. Shore: I am afraid I cannot give that information in the 
course of a brief reply to a question. The Honourable Member may 
refer to the history of services from which he will see that the officer in 
question is exceptionally fitted for this work. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: Does the Indian Civil Service mean financial ex* 
perience ? 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Eaji: Is there any justification for more 
than half of the tota\ expenditure on this Commission being regarded 
as non-voted? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: The classification follows the usual rules in regard 
to voted and non-voted expenditure and I am not in a position to alter 
that. 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: May I further enquire, Sir, whether, 
in view of the fact that Dr. Hyder, one of the gentlemen appointed to 
the Economic Conference at Geneva, will be detained in Geneva for ap- 
pioximately a fortnight or more, there is no work for the Agricultural 
(yommission in Europe during those weeks? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: Kot at all, Sir. It is not uncommon for a Member 
of a Commission to fit in two sets of duties without detriment to either 
and we consider in this case that it is in the interests of economy that 
this should be done. 

Mr. M. B. Jayakar: With reference to the appointment of the new 
officer, does the Honourable Member wish this House to understand that 
that appointment was made at the express desire of the Chairn^an of the 
Commission? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: Yes, Sir. 

New Building fou the Office of the High Commissioner for 

India in London. 

1170. ’*‘Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: (a) Will the Government of India 
be pleased to state whether they own the building in Charles Street, 
Whitehall, London, wherein the India Office is located? If so, do they 
receive any hire for the building from the British Treasury? 

(b) Have the Government of India considered the desirability of in- 
viting the High Commissioner to occupy this building instead* of erecting 
a new one for his occupation? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the total estimated cost 
of the new building proposed to be erected for the office of the High Com- 
missioner in London? 


B 
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The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: (a) Yes. No rent is recovered 

from the British Treasury. ' 

(h) No. Sir. 

(c) .f3(X),000 approximately. 

Mr. R. E. Shanmukham Ohetty: Have the Government ever con- 
sidered the advisability of asking the High Commissioner to occupy the 
building of the India Office in Whitehall? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: I dare say that idea has crossed 
our minds, but we did not think it worth while to pursue it. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: Is it not a fact that the Government 
have at present a proposal in mind to build a separate building for the 
High Commissioner’s office in London? 

,The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. R. E. Shanmukham Ohetty: And in that connection, Sir, may I 
know why the Government did not consider whether it was advisable to' 
ask the High Commissioner to occupy the India Office in« Whitehall? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Because we did not think it either 
useful or desirable to take up the consideration of the question. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Would It not have been economical to do so? 
Would it not have saved a lot of money if the High Commissioner were 
to occupy the India Office? 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: Have the Government . . , 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: May I ask the Honourable Member to answer my 
question ? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: He can draw his own conclusion 
from my answer to part (<;) of the question. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: I take It that it would be economical if the High 
Commissioner were to occupy rooms in the India Office. In view of the 
fact that the Govemrneni of India are always pressed very hard for money 
would it not have been an advisable course to adopt to ask the High 
Commissioner to go to the India Office instead of building a new building 
for him? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: No, Sir. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: May I know. Sir, whether the question 
cf locating the High Commissioner's office in Whitehall was ever con- 
sidered by the Government of India? 

Mr. T. 0. Ooswami: Ever seriously considered? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: I have already answered that 
question in reply to Mr. Chetty. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: May I know whether it was merely a 
question of the thing crossing the mind of the Government or whether 
it was seriously considered? 
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The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: In the first place, we considered 
it entirely unsuitable to put the High Commissioner, particularly the 
Trade Commissioner, in the India Office, and in the second place we did 
not think it would be of the slightest use considering this suggestion. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Ohetty: Was’^his conclusion arrived at. as a 
result of any examination by the Government of India as to the suitability 
of the India Office for the High Commissioner or is it only the opinion 
of the Honourable Member? 

The Honourable Sir Chiles Innes: I have already told the House that 
when the Commerce MemlDer speaks in this House, he speaks for the 
Government of India. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: What we do want to know. Sir, is whe- 
ther the question of locating the High Commissioner s office in White- 
hall, London, was taken up by the Government of India and decided 
against? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: The Honourable Member may 
take it that it was decided against. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: And the reasons therefor? 

Mr. K. Ahmed: In view of the nature of the work done in the High 
Commissioner s office and in view of the nature of the w'ork which is 
carried on in the India Office, Whitehall, at present, is it not improper, 
Sir, for Honourable Members to put again and again the question, which 
does not arise? 

Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: In view of the general opinion express- 
ed on the floor of the House, will the Government of India kindly re- 
consider their decision with regard to the advisability of having the 
present India Office building utilised by the High Commissioner? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Certainly not. Sir. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: May I ask whether this question was 
ever referred to the Secretary of State or to His Majesty's Government? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: I must ask for notice of this ques- 
tion, Sir. 


Medical Rksearch Institute. 

1171. ♦Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Hali: (a) Are the Government consi- 
dering the appointment of a Committee on the establishment of a Medi- 
cal Research Institute? 

(6) If so, will they please state the number of Indians, official and 
non-official, they propose to nominate on the Committee? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: (a) Yes. 

(b) The personnel of the Committee is under consideration. 

Action taken on the Report of the Indian Deck Passenger 

Committee. 

1172. •Mr. Suabhai Nemchand Hajl: (a) Will the Governtaent be 
pleased to state the year in which they appointed the Indian Deck Pas- 
Benger Committee and the date on which the Committee submitted their 
Report? 

B 2 
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(b) Have the Government published any Eesolution on the Beporb? 

(c) Have the Government taken any action on the Beport? If not, 
when do they propose to take such action? 

The Honourable Sir Charles, Innes: (a) The Deck Passenger Commit- 
tee was appointed in February 1921 and submitted their Beport to Gov- 
ernment in April of the same year. 

(b) and (c). Draft amendments to the rules dealing with the more im- 
portant recommendations were published in June and July 1925, and the 
opinions received thereon are now under consideration of Government* 


Bunving of thb Westkrx Hostel, New Delhi, as a Hotel. 

^1173. *Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Ha]i: (a) Will the Government be 
pleased to state whether they have received any replies to their recent 
advertisements in the public Press asking for tenders to run the Western 
Hostel in connection with the construction of a new hotel in its vicinity? 

(6) If any replies have been received, will the Government please 
state their nature? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) No tenders have been 
received in response to the advertisement. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Loss INCURRED ON THE WESTERN HoSTEL, NeW DeLHX. 

1174. ♦Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand Haji: (a) Will the Government 
}: lease state if any offers have been received to build a new hotel in New 
Delhi? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state how many officials draw- 
ing salaries of Bs. 2,000 and over have been residing in the Western 
Hostel during the current cold weather? 

(c) Is it a fact that the rate at which the present contractor provides 
food in the Hostel is Es. 5-8 a day? 

(d) What loss does the Government expect to incur on the Western 
Hostel this year? 

(e) Will the Government please give details of the tenders which it 
recently received for some sixty sites advertised for sale in New Delhi 
and how many of the offers made are likely to* be accepted? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) No. 

(b) Twelve; six of them were for short periods only. 

(c) Bs. 6 to Bs. 5/8 a day in the case of resident adults and 0-8-0 
to Es. 4/ a day in the case of children. 

(d) Es. 9,000, approximately. 

(e) None of the tenders are being accepted and the sites are being 
auctioned at the end of this month with a reserve of Es. 6,000 per site. 
With two exceptions none of the tenders amounted to this sum. 
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Establishment Eolls op the Staff of the different Detartments 
OP THE Government of India. 

1175. *Mr. Jamhadas M. Mehta: (a) Is it a fact that the different 
Departments of the Government of India Secretariats print annually an 
Establishment Eoll of their staff? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to place a copy each of the Esta- 
blishment Bolls of the different Departments of the Government of India 
on the table of this House? 

(c) Is there anything confidential or secret in such Establishment 
Bolls? If so, what are they? 

{d) If the answer to the above be in the negative, will the Government 
be pleased to state thf reasons for not placing such copies on the table 
of this House? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the reply given by the Honourable Sir Malcolm Hailey 
tc Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khans question (No. 603), on the 
6th March 1924. 

Appointment op an Assistant Collector of Customs at Tuticorin. 

1176. *Sir Walter Willson: (a) Will Government please state what the 
revenue derived from the Port of Chittagong was when an Assistant Col- 
lector was first appointed at Chittagong? 

(;b) Are Government prepared to consider the appointment of a Cus- 
toms Oificer of the rank of Assistant Collector at Tuticorin? 

(c) Is it the second port of the Madras Presidency and did the value 
of its trade exceed Bs. 12 crores in 1924-25? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) The post of Customs Collector 
at Chittagong has been included in the cadre of the Imperial Customs 
Service from its inception in 1906, but the provincial officer who at that 
time held the position, and who was of the status of an Assistant Collect- 
or, held the post until 1915, when on his death he was succeeded by an 
c»fficer of the Imperial Customs Service. The revenue of the -port in 1905- 
06 was about 10^ lakhs and in 1014-15 about 17J lakhs. 

(b) The Government of India do not consider that the amount and 
responsibility of the Customs work at Tuticorin justify the posting of an 
officer of the Imperial Customs Service to that Port. We have only 35 
officers in the Service and Tuticorin contributes less than ^^-^th part of 
our Customs revenue. 

(fcj) Yes. 

Proposed Scheme of Arrangements with the Second Preference 
Shareholders of the Tata Iron and Steel Company. 

1177. *Sir Walter Willson: Will Government please state: 

(1) whether they were consulted by the Tata Iron and Steel Com- 

pany regarding their proposed scheme of arrangements with 
their Second Preference Shareholders and others? 

(2) whether the scheme adopted had the approval of Government, 

specific or implied? 
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(3) whether the Government at any time expressed approval of 

that portion of the scheme whereby the rights of the 7^ per 
cent. Cumulative Second Preference Shareholders (especi- 
ally with regard to arrears of cumulative preference dividends) 
were transferred to a position behind the rights to dividend 
of the ordinary shareholders? 

(4) whether the agreement reached in regard thereto is contrary to 

the specific terms ypon which the Second Preference Share- 
holders were invited to and did subscribe for their shares? 

(«5) what were the stipulations, if any, with regard to readjustment 
of shareholders* rights under which Government agreed to 
advance a loan of 50 lakhs? 

(6) Will Government either lay on the table ^he correspondence with 
the Tata Iron and Steel Company, wrth reference thereto, or 
make a i^eneral statement? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: (1) The Tata Iron and Steel Com- 
uany explained the scheme in a letter addressed to the Government of 
India. 

(2) and (8). No. Tlic Government of India replied me1*ely that they 
r.oted the contents of the letter. They made no comments of any kind 
on the scheme. Subsequently however the Steel Company informed 
the Government of India that the shareholders who opposed the scheme 
had stated in an affidavit to the Court that Government did not desire 
the scheme and would not be satisfied with it. The Directors were 
accordingly authorised to say th8i,t the Government were satisfied that 
the scheme was a serious attempt on the part of the Company to respond 
to the message sent from Government in the Assembly. 

(4) The Government do not know. 

(5) None. 

(6) The Government are not prepared to lay the correspondence on the 
table. 


Opening of Sxtgak Tndusttii\l Schools^ etc. 

1178. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (1) Have Government made any arrange- 
ment for the opening of the sugar industrial schools as recommended by 
the Indian Sugar Committee? If the answer be in the aflSrmative, will 
the Government be pleased to state the place or places where such schools 
have been started? If the answer be in the negative, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state why this valuable recommendation of the Com- 
mittee has not been given a practical shape? 

(2) Have the Government instituted any Sugar Board as recommended 
by the Sugar Committee? If the answer be in the affirmative, will the 
Government be pleased to state the constitution and function of such a 
Board? If no such Board has been constituted will the Government be 
pleased to state the reasons as to why this recommendation has not been 
given effect to? 

(3) Will the Government be pleased to state the steps taken on the 
recommendation of the Indian Sugar Committee’s Report? 

(4) Have the Government created some scholarships for the study of 
the sugar industry in foreign countries? 
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Mr. J. W. Shore: (1) and (2). The Inclian Sugar Committee recom- 
mended inter alia the establishment of (a) a Sugar Eesearch Institute 
with research sub-stations in the provinces; (b) a Sugar Board; (c) a' 
Sugar School and (d) a Government Pioneer Factory in Upper India. 
The Capital cost of (a), (b) and (c) was estimated at Ra. 35^ lakhs and 
the recurring charges at Rs. 12 lakhs per annum. The capital cost of (d) 
was estimated at Rs. 56 lakhs. Governnient have not been in a position 
to undertake this heavy expenditure, but at the same time they have 
taken such action as they could on the Committee’s Report. For ex- 
ample, the Cane-breeding Station at Coimbatore has been brought under 
Imperial control, on a permanent basis, witli effect from the Ist April 
1925. A sum of Rs. 1,03,600 was provided during the year 1925-26, 
Rs. 1,00,000 during lS26-27 and Rs. 1,20,500 during 1927-28 for the 
expansion of this station. 

(3) A statement of the action taken on the recommendations of the 
Committee will be supplied to the Honourable Member. 

(4) No. 

Scholarships von the Study op certain Subjects in Foreign 

Countries. 

1179. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (1) Have Government created any scholar- 
ships for the study of the following subjects in foreign countries : 

(a) Co-operative Banks. 

(b) Agriculture. 

(c) Cattle Breeding and animal husbandry. 

(d) Fruit culture. 

(e) Railway Engineering. 

(2) Is there any such scheme under contemplation? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: 1 and 2. The reply is in the negative. 

Number of Muslims and Non-Muslims employed in the Police 

Force op the North-West Frontier Province and Delhi. 

1180. *Mr. Mukhtar Singh: (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state the number of Muslims and non-Muslims employed in the police 
force in the North-West Frontier and Delhi Provinces as (a) Constables, 
(b) Sub-Inspector of Police, (,c) Inspector of Police, (^) Deputy Superin- 
tendent of Police, {e) Superintendent of Police? 

(b) What steps do Government propose to take to increase the propor- 
tion of non-Muslims? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state their policy as regards the 
representation in services of the different communities? Do the Gov- 
ernment sacrifice efficiency over communal representation in the services 
or is communal representation the only guide in making appointments? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (a) and (b). The information 
asked for is being collected and will be supplied to the Honourable Member. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to my speech oJ the 2nd 
March 1926 in the Council of State, and to the reply that I gave in the 
Assembly to a question of Maulvi Muhammad Yakub on the 24th of the 
same month. 
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Nawab Sir Sabibza^ Abdul Qal3rum: Do Government propose to con- 
sider the advisability of fixing the proportion of representation of the 
various communities in Government services with due regard to educational 
qualifications, to settle this vexed question once for all and get rid of 
answering these ever increasing questions, at least in the minor provinces 
directly under them if nowhere else? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I should be very glad, Sir, 

if any method I knew of would prevent these questions, which I agree 
with the Honourable Member lead to most unfortunate recriminations in 
this House. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qai3ruxn: Do Government propose to fix 
the numbers of the two communities in the polfce in equal numbers 
throughout India so that there may be no fear of bias in the performance 
of ^ their duties? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I think. Sir, that might be 
rather difficult. The police arc recruited in local areas, and if the different# 
communities in those areas do not propagate in equal numbers, it is diffi- 
cult to appoint the police in equal numbers. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: Will that not solve the difficulty 
to a great extent, if the police are half and half in Bengal at least? 

Mr. President: But, what is the answer to the difficulty raised by the 
Honourable the Home Member? 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: Considering that in many cases the answer is 
that the answer will be supplied to the Honourable Member, will the 
Honourable Member consider the advisability of laying it on the table in 
every case for the benefit of the House? 

Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: No, Sir. I always lay a 
statement which I regard of any importance.. If the Honourable Member 
will look at this question, he will see the details that are asked for, and 
I really cannot agree to Government incurring printing charges for long 
statements as to the number of Mussulman and Hindu constables in differ- 
ent places in India. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: Will Government consider the 
question of the numbers of Mussalmans in the Education Department, to 
which my friend Maulvi Muhammad Yakub has so often referred, with 
respect to the Delhi Province and in other departments of Government 
too besides the police? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I am afraid I did not f^^Uow 
the Honourable ]\Iember. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum: Will Government consider, along 
with this question of police raised by Mr. Mukhtar Singh, the advisability 
of going into the whole question of communal representation in services 
in respect of the other departments of the Government besides the police, 
such as Education, Accounts, and various other departments, where cer- 
tain communities are very badly represented? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: If the Honourable Mem- 
ber is asking as regards the other departments in the provinces I suggest 
he should put down a question because I am not in a position to answer 
that. 
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Procedure to be followed before the Dismi^^sai# oe its Employees 
BY the Bengal Nagpur RailVtay^i 

1181. ♦Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Gidney: (a) Will the Honourable 

Member please state if it is a fact that the Agent, Bengal Nagpur Railway, 
has agreed not to dismiss any railway employee without charges being 
framed against him and a proper inquiry being held on them? 

(b) If the answer is in the affirmative will the Honourable Mentfber be 
pleased to state if he is prepared to issue similar instructions to Agents of 
all State Railways, and advise all other Company-managed Railways to 
follow the Bengal Nagpur Railway? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: There is of course a distinction 
between dismissal and discharge. The Government of India agree that 
Before the penalty of dismissal is enforced, the procedure indicated by the 
Honourable Member should be followed. They have no reason to suppose 
that the procedure is not already being followed on,, Company Railways 
other than the Bengal Nagpur Railway, but they will draw the attention of 
Company Railway Administrations to the subject. 

Discharge of Matrons of Military Family Hospitals, 

1182. ♦Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J, Gidney: (a) Will Government be good 
enough to state if it is a fact that the services of Matrons of over ten 
years' service employed at Military Family Hospitals arc to be dispensed 
with and a younger staff employed? 

(b) Is it a fact that two such Matrons, Mrs. Arnold of Secunderabad 
and Mrs. Knight of Purandah, have already received notices of their 
cong6? If so, why? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) No, Sir. The Government of India are informed that Mrs. Arnold 
has resigned on account of private affairs; and that no orders have issued 
or are contemplated for the termination of the services of Mrs. Knight. 

Standardisation of Weights and Me\sttbes. 

1183. ♦Kumar Ganganand Sinha: (a) Will the Government be pleased' 
to state what action has been taken on the Resolution of INIahamahopa- 
dhyaya Dr. Ganganath Jha regarding the standardisation of weights and 
measures discussed in Ihe Council of State? 

(/)) How far have the Provincial Governments contributed towards the 
fulfilment of the object? 

(c) If no action has been taken by the Local Government, why? 

(d) How do the Government propose to acceler&.to the fulfilment of 
the object? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: (a) I would refer the Honourable 

Member to the Resolution of the Government of India, No. 9, dated the- 
3rd January, 1922, published in the Supplement to the Gazette of India, 
dated the 7th January 1922, which shows the action taken by them on Dr. 
Ganganath Jha’s Resolution. 

(f>), (c) and (d). Enquiries will be made and the Honourable Member- 
will be informed^of the result in due course. 
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Prevention of thI J5Jam of lea bei.ow a Prescribed Standard of 

Quality. 

1184. *SIr Dati6y Lindsay: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
which of the Provincial Governments have adopted Food Eegulation Acts 
and hhve brought the same into operation? 

ft) Have any of the Provincial ^Governments other than Bengal made 
specif' provision under* the Act to prevent the sale of low quality and 
wortniess teas below a prescribed standard of quality? 

(c) Are Government aware that there is a considerable iniport of black 
teas, chiefly from Java and Ceylon, and that the tea industry apprehend 
that much of this foreign tea is of a very inferior quality and not genuine 
tea fit for human consumption? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of prescribing 
a standard quality of teas below which imports will not be allowed by the 
Customs authorities, and thereby afford the same protection to the people 
of India against adulteration as is ^enjoyed by other countries? 

(e) Are Government aware that in the United Kingdom, United States, 
Canada and Australia Custom regulations prescribe a standard with which 
imported teas for human consumption must comply ? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: (a) Practically all the major provinces have Food 
Adulteration Acts. 

(h) The Government of India have' no information on the subject. 

(c) 'Yes. 

(d) The suggestion w^as considered in 1924-25 in consultation with 
Local Governments, the majority of whom were not in favour of it. 

(e) It is possible that regula^ns of the kind referred to by the Honour- 
able Member exist, but definite information is not readily available. 

Sale of Surplus Tea W \ste in India. 

1185. *Sir Darcy Lindsay: {a) Will Government after consulting their 
medical experts state whether or not tea waste (sweepings) contains im- 
purities and is unfit for human consumption? 

(b) Are Government aware that for the seasons 1916 to 1920 on a 
production of 1,844,400,000 lbs. tea practically the whole of the tea waste 
of 27,666,000 lbs., computed on a ba^ of li per cent, of manufactured 
tea was exported for manufacture of ci^||eine and that for the years 1921 
to 1925 out of 25,500,000 lbs. of tea Wp«te believed to be available, cal- 
culated on the same basis, only 13,2^,000 has been exported? Also 
that for the ten months of 1926-27 tho export of tea waste has fallen 
about 30 per cent, on the export for a like period of 1925-26? 

(c) Have Government any information as to whether much of this 
surplus tea waste is being sold in India for human consumption and are 
Government prepared to press upon Provincial Governments — other than 
Bengal — the urgency of prescribing a standard quality of teas under the 
Food Adulteration Act, where such Act is in force, and where not, that 
early steps be taken to bring the Act into force? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: (;a) and (c). The matter primarily concerns Local 
Governments to whom the Honourable Member’s suggestions will be con- 
veyed. 
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(b) Yes, except that the exports of tea the years 

1921 — 1925 amounted to 13,458,000 pounds and 1B,W^000 pounds. 

Stoppage of the Recruitment of Hindus in the Postau Service op 
THE Punjab and North-West Frontier Circles. 

1186. ^Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Goveminipijli be 
pleased to state what action the Direotcy General and the Postoadter 
General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Circles, have taken in cfi^elling 
the orders regarding the stoppage of recruitment of Hindus other than 
graduates in the Punjab end North-West Frontier Circles as promised by 
the Honourable Member in charge of Industries and Labour in reply to a 
question put by the Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das in 
the Council of State in 1925? 

(b) If the orders of the Postmaster General, Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Circles, have since been cancelled will the Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a copy of the instructions issued for cancelling those 
orders as well as a statement showing separately the "^number of Hindus 
and Muhammadans recruited in the Punjab and North-West Frontier 
Circles, after the reply of the Honourable Member in 1925 ? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) and (h). I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the portion of tny speech in this House on 
the 11th March last in connection with “ Postal grievances ”, which deals 
with this particular matter. 

The statement asked for by the Honourable Member is being compiled 
and will be furnished to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Improvement of the Present Condition oi the Coal Industry. 

1187. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (1) Will CHOvermnent be pleased to make a 
statement describing the present condition of the coal industry in India? 

(2) Are Government considering the desirability of taking any steps 
for improving the condition of the coal industry, particularly in the direc- 
tion of reducing railway Freight and also otherwise helping to popularise 
coal as a domestic fuel ? 

(3) Have Government recently received any request from the Board of 
Industries in Bihar and Orissa, or from' the trade, for a reduction of the 
railway freight of coal to Bombay and Karachi by a rebate or otherwise? 
If so, what is the attitude of Goveiwnenfc towards this request? 

(4) Will Government be pleas^ to state their policy in the matter of 
the expansion of railway collieries? 

(5) Have Government taken any steps for the preparation of annual 
balance sheets and statements of assets and liabilities in respect of each 
railway colliery, on the footing of a regular independent business concern? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: (1) I would refer the Honourable 

Member to tlie reply I gave to question No. 967 asked by Mr. Siddheswar 
Sinha on the 16th March 1927. 

(2) Government do not at present contemplate making any further 
general reduction in freight rates on coal. But, the question has been 
raised whether it would be possible to reduce the railway freight on soft 
coke in order to popularise it as a domestic fuel. This question is under 
'Consideration. 
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(8) The answefevSbo/first part of the question is in the affirmative. The 
Government are 'considering whether a reduction in railway rates on coal 
to Bombay in ftiU train loads would so stimulate traffic as to be feasible 
without loss to railway revenues. 

(4) The policy which Government have at present under consideration 
is' of adjusting the development of railway collieries so that railways 
may ^ntinue to take from private collieries approximately the same amount 
of coal as they are taking at present. 

(5) The question Of the best form of accounts to be maintained for 
railway collieries has been referred to the expert accountants who are 
employed on investigating the whole system cf llailway Accounts and Gov- 
ernment do not propose to modify the existing system until Sir Arthur 
Dickinson s report has been received and considered. 

to. K. C. Neogy: May I know if it is not a fact that the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways .were given an assurance that balance 
sheets would be prepared for these railway collieries? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: I am afraid I do not know, but the 
position is as stated in the answer to the last part of the Honourable Mem- 
ber's question, namely, that as soon as we get Sir Arthur Dickinson's 
report we shall look into the matter. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Has the attention of Government been drawn to a 
recent statement of the President of the Indian Mining Association that 
in view of the reduction in coal prices, it might benefit the railway to pur- 
chase coal from the market instead of maintaining Iheir own collieries? 

The Honourable Sir Charleoi Innes: 1 have ho doubt he said it. 

Additional Staff for Reorganisation Work in the Office of the 
Accountant General. Central Revenues. 

1188. ♦Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (a) With reference 'to the statement in the 
Standing Finance Committee proceedings, dated the 4th February, 1927, 
at page 497, regarding additional establishment required for reorganisation 
work in the Office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state the reasons of the great delay and difficulty 
with which the special staff was secured, and of the fact that the staff 
secured was not of the necessary calib|*e? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Account&t General himself visited several 
plaoes in search of the necessary staff, if s6, with w'hat result? 

(c) From what offices was the staff ultimately obtained? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) Only accountants and clerks 
possessing previous experience of a certain kind could be employed usefully 
On the work. There have been heavy calls in various directions for the 
services of men trained in audit and account offices. In consequence of 
the depletion of their staff, heads of such offices could not make many 
men of this description available; and, even of those who were made avail- 
able, some were unwilling to come on the terms which could be offered. 

(b) As a result of his interviews, the Accountant General, Central 
Revenues, secured the men who were appointed in connection with the- 
reorganisation work. 
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(c) From the offices of the Accountant General^’ Oeotrfel Provinces, 
Nagpur, the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, Nagpur, 
the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, Madras, the 
Accountant General, Punjab, Lahore, the Deputy Accountant General, 
Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi, the Auditor General, and the Finance Depart- 
ment of the Government of India. 

Recruitment of Clerks in the Office of the Accountant GenEkal, 

Central Revenues. 

1189. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy: (^) Ig it a fact that the Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, confines recruitment of clerks of his office to a few 
select provinces and students of a few select universities? 

(b) If so, was approval of the Government of India taken by the said 
officer prior to the adoption of this principle? 

(c) How many examinations were held for recruitment of clerks of the 
said office between October, 192.5, and January, 1927; what was the number 
of candidates who appeared at each of these examinations and how many 
were recruited each time? 

(d) What was the total expenditure on each of these examinations — 
including advertisement charges? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) and (b). Attention is invited . 
to the reply given on the 2nd Febniary, 1926, to question No. 556 by Mr. 
Gaya Prasad Singh. The rules on the subject were framed in consultation 
with the Auditor General and have the approval of the Government of 
India. 

(c) Three examinations were held between October, 1925, and Janu- 
ary 1927; the number of candidates who’ appeared were 93, 157 and 164, 
respectively, and the numbers ultimately recruited were 24, 11 and 9. 

[d) Es. 384; Es, 548 and Es. 986. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: May T know, Sir, whether the approval of Govern- 
ment to the rules referred to by the Honourable Member was obtained 
previous to the publication of the Notification or subsequent to it? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I am afraid I shall have to en- 
quire. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: With reference to the reply to the previous question 
to which I was referred by the Honourable Member, is it a fact that the 
previous notification left certain discretion to the Accountant General 
to permit men from the other provinces and graduates of the other Univer- 
sities to appear at the examination, and that this discretion has sinea been 
taken away? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I am afraid I must ask for notice 
of that question. 

The Revd. Dr. E. M. Macphail: May I ask if Government are aware 
that the degrees of certain Indian Universities are much more valuable 
than the degrees of some other Indian Universities? 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: May I know why is it that the Public Service Corn* 
mission is not asked to recruit clerks for the Accountant General’s Office? 



2784 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[26th Mar. 1927. 


The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I do not think that question arises; 
I must ask for notice of it. I do not carry all the details of this question 
in my head. 

Mr. B. Das: Will the Honourable the Finance Member specifically 
enquire why the Accountant General did'' not allow the graduates of Bengal 
and of the province of Bihar and Orissa to apply for these posts? What 
was the reason why these provinces were excluded? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, I am not awafe that he did 
not. 

Mr. B. Das: But I know he did. 

Schools maintained by the East Indian Railwa in Bengal and 
THE United Provinces. 

1190. ♦Pandit Hirday Nath Kunsru: Does the East Indian Railway 
maintain any schools for the education of the children of its employees? 
If so, how many schools does it maintain for : 

(а) European and Anglo-Indian children, and 

(б) Indian children, 

in Bengal and the United Provinces, respectively? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: The East Indian Railway maintain 
the following schools in Bengal and the United Province* ; 

(a) Schools for European and Anglo-Indian children : 

Bengal — 6 Primary Schools, 

United Provinces — 6 Primary and one High School. 

(b) Schools for Indian Ghildrcn: 

Bengal — 1 Middle and I High School. 

United Provinces — 1 Primary , 2 Middle and 1 High School. 

Expenditure on Railway Schools for Europeans and Indians. 

1191. ♦Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru: (a) How much money does the 
Government of India spend annually on these railway schools for 
(a) Europeans and (b) Indians? 

(b) How much money is spent in providing medical and travelling 
facilities, etc., in connection with the above institutions for (a) Europeans 
and (b) Indians? 

(jc) Do these railway schools receive any grants from the Provincial 
Governments in whose jurisdiction they are situated? If so, how much? 

{(1) What are the other sources of income of these purely railway 
schools ? 

Raii.way Schools. 

1192. ♦Pandit EUrday Nath Kunzru: (a) Are these schools under the 
Government of India or the Local Governments concerned? 

(b) Is it a fact that the East Indian Railway does not issue passes to 
its non-Christian employees during Christmas? If so, are Government 
prepared to take steps to have this religious distinction removed ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 2785 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes; I propose, with your permission, 
Sir, to answer questions Nos. 1191 and 1192 together. 

An enquiry is now being made into the whole question of expenditure 
on the eduiiation of the children of railway employees and an oflScer has 
been placed on special duty for the purpose. 

As regards part (b) of the second question, Government have no In- 
formation. But there is no limitation of passes based on religion. Passes 
are issued under the Pass liules; but limits have to be placed on issue of 
passes at holiday periods to prevent overcrowding of trains. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Will Government be pleased to make an 
enquiry with regard to the grievance mentioned in 1192(b)? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: If the Honourable Member wants 
me to, 1 will, Sir. You mean the suggestion that there is discrimination? 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Yes, I have been told there is. That is 
why I am anxious that Government should enquire. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: I will enquire, but my information 
is, there is not. 

Contracts foe tub Suprry of Porters foe Delhi Railway Station. 

1193. ‘‘‘Lala Bang Behari Lai: (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the names of persons who have been given contracts for the supply of 
railway porters for the Delhi railway station from 1920 up to date? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the duration of each of these 
contracts? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if they are aware of the fact 
that the Contractor charges four annas a day from each licensed porter 
as his commission? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) and (5). I am obtaining the information and 
will send it to the Honourable Member. 

(c) Yes. 

Harassment of the Travelling Public by Railway Coolies at 

Delhi Junction. 

1194. *Lala Bang Behari Lai: Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to a paragraph on page 5 of the Hindustan Times of 11th 
March, 1927, regarding the harassment of the travelling public by rail- 
way coolies at Delhi Junction? Will Government be pleased to state if 
any action is being taken in the matter? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have seen a letter on the subject 
which appeared in the Hindustan Times on the same date. The matter 
is one for the Agent to whom a copy of the Honourable Member’s question 
has been sent. 

Inspectors appointed to supervise the Work of the Coolie 
Contractor at Delhi Junction. 

1195. *Lala Bang Behari Lai: (a) Will Government be pleased to state' 
if any Inspectors have been employed by the Railway to look after the 
work of thj? Coolie Contractor at Delhi Junction? 
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(6) If so, how many of them are Indians? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: (a) The reply is in the negative. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Educational Qualifications of Lala Bhim Sen, Second Clerk in 

THE Office of the Superintendent of Education, Delhi and 
Ajmer-Merwara. 

1196. *Matilvi Muhammad Yakub: Is it a fact that one Lala Bhim Sen 
has been appointed second clerk in the office of the Superintendent of 
Education, Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara, in 1926? If so, will Government 
be pleased to state his educational qualifications, university examination, 
if any, passed by him, and the year in which he passed the examination, 
and his age at the time of the university examination according to the 
university certificate? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: Yes. The Honourable Member is referred to the 
information supplied to him by letter, on the 23rd March, in reply to 
part (g) of his question No. 933. 

Provincialisation op Dtsthict and Municipal Board Schools. 

1197. ♦Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: Will Government be pleased to state 
their policy in the Education Department in the Delhi Province for the 
provincialisation of district and municipal board schools? Is it a fact that 
most of the board schools in the Punjab have been provincialised? Ts it 
a fact that in pursuance of the policy followed in the Punjab the Delhi 
Government have provincialised the Industrial School, Delhi city, formerly 
under the Municipal control? Are Government prepared similarly to 
provincialise a district board school in justice to the rural population? . 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: There is only one high school in the Delhi Province 
under district board or municipal management, which it is not proposed 
to provincialise. It is understood that the Punjab Government have pro- 
vincialised a certain number of board high schools. There is . only one 
industrial school, that in Delhi, which will be provincialised in April next. 


SHOET NOTICE QUESTIONS’ AND ANSWEES. 

Collision at Bhadrak on the Bengal Nagpur Eailway. 

Mr, B. Das: (a) Have Government noticed the press report about the 
collision of the Madras Mail, Bengal Nagpur Eailway, off Bhadrak Station 
(Orissa) ? 

(ft) Will Government be pleased to state the loss of human lives ascer- 
tained so far : 

A. (1) Europeans, (2) Indians, 

B. (1) First and second class passengers, (2) Third Glass passengers, 
in that collision? 

{c} Was it a fact that large number of casualties were railway em- 
ployees? 
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Thv aMioaiBMB JirOMtokBUB: (a) Yes. 

i(&) A. (I) mi. 

A. (3) 16. 

B. (1) m. 

B. (2) 14. 

(c) No. 

COLUSIOB jur Bhbdrak oh thb Bbnoal Naqpur Bailwat. 

IGr. Vk Bu : (a) Is it a. faet that two third class carriages were- teltes* 
•coped and both of these carriages were ftdly occupied at the time of the 
■accident? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state the number of people sent 
to hospital for treatment? 

The Honourable sir Ohafles lanes: (a) In addition to the luggage van 

which was next to the engine, two third class carriages which were practi- 
cally full, were telescoped. 

(b) Forty-one. 

Mr. B. Daa: Have Government noticed the press interview that 
appeared in the press all over India that the students of the Cuttack 
College who entered a railway special to go to that place for the relief 
of these people suffering from the accident, were not allowed to ptoeeed 
there, but were held up at a roadside station for three hours? 

The HonouialilB Six oauurleg. lanes: I think. Sir, there is a subsequent 
•question about that by my Honourable friend Pandit Nilakantha Das. 

Appointment op a Committee to enquire into the Colusiok at 
Bhadbak on the Bengal Nagpue Railway. 

Mr. B. Du: (lo.) Do Government propose to appoint a Committee to 
•enquire into the causes of this accident? 

(b) Are Government prepared to enforce payment of compensation for 
property and lives endangered by this accident on the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway authorities? 

Tha H«lttnMlUv Sir OaMEAu loaw: (o) The necessary technical 
enquiry by the Gororaaient Inspector as to iiie cause of the aocidettk w«a 
held at the site of accident the next day. The District Magistrate was 
present at the enquiry. 

(b) Ihe matter i» one for settlement between the AchniidstraifoB and 
the parties coBoemedv If any one is net satnifled' with- thw Agwit’s 
•deeisioiii his remedy lies in' a court of law. 

CoEbiBoir AT BkAUEAK ON THE Batgal. Nagpub Railway. 

PtAdik MUilUMfch Siu (u^' W^ll tiw GowenmeflA please mate' a 
atatetaeBt vtgairitnjr the railway edligknr at Bhadbak (Bmuial' N«mtr 
Railway) Up Madeas hfid entike IStk intMt? 

(6) What is tiie Dumber and extent of the casualties and dunaBB? 
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(c) Is ifc a fact that students of the Cuttack College--60 of them,-^who 
were coming to give relief, were detained at Manjuri Bead station for 
about an hour? ' 

> 

(d) What has been done with the dead and the injured? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: No. 4 Up Calcutta-Madras Mail 
left the previous station Markona (mile 174) at 22*18 hours on the 13th 
instant and was to have been received on the platform line No. 1 at 
Bhadrak station. The train, however, entered the station on line No. 5 
and collided with a shunting engine attached to about 65 goods wagons 
on that line. I propose not to say anything about the reason why the 
train was admitted on the wrong line, because it is possible that criminal 
proceedings may take place. Both tlie engines were considerably 
damaged. A luggage van which was next to the engine, the whole of the 
bedy of the , second vehicle and half the body of the third, both third 
class carriages, were smashed to pieces as a result of the collision and 
one upper class composite carriage was derailed. 

(а) The number of casualties was as follows : 

Fifteen persons were killed and 69 injured, 26 seriously. Tlie 
estimated cost of damages to rolling-stock and railway pro- 
perty has not yet been ascertained. 

(б) The Agent reports that he has no knowledge of Cuttack College 
students having been detained at Manjuri Koad station, but intimates 
that all passenger trains on both sides of Bhadrak were detained for 
sometime after the collision. It may be mentioned for the Honourable 
Member’s information that the Medical Officer, Kharagpur, reports 
having received considerable assistance from Bengali students believed to 
have come from Cuttack in carrying the wounded. 

(c) The dead were placed in the Bhadrak mortuai^ in charge of the 
police. 35 injured were sent to Kharagpur hospital and six to Bhadrak 
hospital to be removed later to Kharagpur. Twenty-three lascars who 
were bruised in the accident continued .their journey and five passengers 
who were slightly injured refused to go to Kharagpur. 

Pandit INlakaiitha Das: Sir, are the Government aware that there is 
a kind of suspicion generally that in cases of collisions people are not 
allowed to get at the real truth of the casualties, and in this case parti- 
cularly when the Down Express arrived at the Bhadrak station at about 
the same time no passenger was allowed to get out and see the amount 
or extent of the damage done? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: I am afraid that it is quite 
impossible to keep pace with suspicions of the kind mentioned by the 
Honourable Member, but he may take it from me that at the earliest 
possible moment the fullest possible information about this accident was 
given to the Press and the public. And if trains were prevented from 
coming into the station where the accident occurred, I think the Honour- 
able Member can re^ily understand the reason himself, namely, that 
with so much confusion at that station the whole organisation is dis- 
organised and ft is quite impossible to admit other trains. 


Mr. S« Das: Has the attention of the Honourable Member 'been 
dra^ to the press interview given by Babu Puma Chandra Saha to the 
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representative of the New Empire which was quoted all over India in 
12 N Press ?' This is what the Indian Daily Mail of Bombajj 

said, I will quote the particular passage; 

“ At Outtack station these students were detained for about three hours by the 
station staff who were alleged to have tried to persuade them not to go to the place 
of occurrence representing that the accident was not very serious. They however 
persisted and were allowed to go by a down train which was detained for about three 
hours.” 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: No, Sir; I had not seen that 
statement. I have given all the information I have got at my disposal 
at the present moment. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das: May I ask whether the driver in charge of 
the engine was a new officer or an old and experienced man? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: I have no information on that 
point, Sir. 

Mr. B. Das: Are the railway staff or even the Government suspicious 
of those who want to go and do some good in case of these accidents, 
and whose sole motive was to relieve the distress of suffering humanity? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Not at all. I have already stated 
that the District Medical Officer received great assistance from certain 
students from Cuttack and he was very grateful for it. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Was the engine in this particular case fitted wdth a 
searchlight? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: I do not think it would have made 
any difference at all whether there was a searchlight on this particular train, 
because the train was admitted to the wTong line. But the Honourable 
Member knows that we are fitting searchlights to passenger trains as fast 
as possible, and 1 think he may take it that in this particular case there 
was a searchlight on the engine of the mail train. 

Mr. B. Das: Will the Government ask the Bengal Nagpur Eailway 
to have the interlocking system of signalling introduced between stations 
and have this old method changed? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: Yes, Sir. We shall certainly take 
up this particular matter soon. 


UNSTAEEED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEEB. 

Repairs to the Booking Office and Waiting Room at Delhi Sadar 

Station. 

218. Mr. Muhhtar Singh: Are Government aware that the Delhi 
Sadar station booking office and the waiting room both require immediate 
repairs and during the rains the whole of the roof leaks very badly and 
there is no room left for the passengers to sit in? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Government have received no complaints *to 
this effect; but the Delhi Sadar station wrill shortly be replaced by a 
new station, which is at present under construction near the Ajmer Gate 
overbridge 

0 3 
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GONSBvixa THE Diimxssae of EmfiiOybbs Ok State aki> Coufaky- 
mamaoeo Baibways. 

219. Iiieat.*Ool(iMl 8. A. J. Oldney: Will Government be pleased to 
state what rules govern the dismiaaal of employees on State Bwways as 
also on Company-managed raUwa 3 r 8 , and i^l Government kindly place 
a copy of these rules on the table? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Tnnaa; So far as State-worked Bailways 
-are concerned, the Honourable Member is referred to rule 298 (2) of State 
Bailway Open Line Code, Volume II. 

A copy of this rule will be sent to the Honourable Member. 

As regards Company-worked Bailways, I am making enquiries and 
-will inform the Honourable Member in due course. 

I 

New Pension Rates for the Indian Medicai, Department. JJ 

220. Lieut.*Oolonsl H. A. J. Gidney: Will Government be pleased to^ 
stete why the new pension rates for the Indian Medical D^artment have 
not been published as yet, and when is it likely that they will bo published? 

Mr. O. M. Young: The rates have not yet been settled. The pro- 
posals of the Government of India will be formulated as soon as possible 
^fter the present Session. 

Transmission of Telegrams by Post. 

221. Pandit Thakut Daa Bhafgava: (<z) How many telegrams were 
sent by post throughout India during the year 1926-27 ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of charges re- 
covered from the senders of such telegrams? 

(c) Are there any rules whereby the Telegraph Department is enjoined 
not to accept any telegrams in case the impossibility of transmission is 
appstent? 

(d) Was any money received from the senders of telegrams subsequently 
posted refunded fco the senders? 

(s) Are there any rules providing for such refund? 

(/) Do the Government propose to refund in future the charges of such 
telegrams as cannot be transmitted by the Telegraph Department by 
telegraph wires? 

Six Oaneu Boy: (a), (b) and (d). The required information is being 
collected and will be fuimished to th« Honourable Member in due course. 

(c) No. When it becomes apparent to the Department that tele- 
gDrams cannot be disposed of bv wire due to intemiptim or imperfect 
communicatiois cd Hues, the pdblie are didy informed the agency, 

of the l^eos aiui by notices' Imng up in booking bffices raab tele^mms 
to or from places concerned are liable te serious delay and it ia open to 
the Dsedar to send a^triegram or 

Buies lilKJ and 331 of the Indian Telegraph Buies, 1927. 

(A Provision already exists for granting refunds and each case ia 
conmered on its merits. 
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PiOKonoNS Of CAf T ains in the Indian Medical Service to the Sank 

OF Major. 

222. Pandit Tbakiir Das Bhargava: (a) Is it a fact that Captains 
(I. M. S.) get their promotions to the rank of Majoi six months earlier 
if they acquire some higher prefessional or academical qualifications 
approved by the Secretairy of State for India? 

(b) Is it a fact that the appointments to professional chairs in the 
various Medical Colleges in Ibdia, as well as other special appo^t- 
ments depend upon the acquisition of higher professional or academioal 
qualifications which are only available by a study in Europe? 

Mr. J. W. Bhore: (a) Yes. 

(b) Professorial appointments in Government Colleges are made on 
the strength of qualifications appropriate to the post to be filled, irrespec- 
tive of where those qualifications were acquired. Normally, however, 
persons appointed to these posts are men who have studied in Europe or 
America where exceptional facilities exist for specialisation. 

Grant of Passage Facilities to the Indian Members of the Indian 
Medical Service proceeding to the United Kingdom on 
Study Leave. 

228. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Government be pleased 
to state if the Indian members of the Indian Medical Service have been 
granted any facilities for further study in Europe by way of free passages, 
to and from Great Britain or other parts of Europe? 

(6) Are there any facilities by way of free passages for European mem- 
bers of the Indian Medical Service ? 

(c) Are there facilities alike for Europeans and Indians? 

(d) . If not, will the Government kindly state the difference between the 
respective facilities for Europeans and Indians and the reason for the same? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) The Government of India have decided in 
consultation with the Secretary of State to grant passage facilities lo 
Indian Medical Service officers of Asiatic domicile proceeding to the 
United Kingdom on study leave. The details of the scheme are being 
worked out. 

(6) European officers of the Indian Medical Service are given no 
special facilities in the way of free passages for study leave in Europe. 
They are entitled however to the Lee Commission passage concessions. 

(c) As the rules stand, there are no special facilities for either. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Correct Official Designations op Officers in the Indian Army. 

224. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Is it a fact that officers in the 
Army are generally classed under the heads “British officers" and “Indian 
officers" to denote roughly King's commissioned officers and Viceroy’s 
Commissioned officers? 

(b) In view of the fact that Indian gentlemen now hold King s cam- 
missions in the Indian Army and Indian Medical Service, do the Govern- 
ment propose to substitute the said expressions by King’s commissioned 
officers and Viceroy's commissioned officers? 
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Mr. O. M. Young: (a) — (b). The cowect official desi^attons are, and 
always have been, King's Commissioned Officers and Viceroy's Commis- 
sioned Officers, respectively. 

Overseas Pay op Indian Medical Service Ofpccers. 

225. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Is it a fact that Indian Medical 
Service officers of European domicile draw more overseas pay than Indian 
Medical Service officers of Indian domicile whose wife or legitimate 
child or children do not happen to reside in Europe in so far as the 
previous named officers get their overseas pay in sterling at the rate of 
2 shillings a rupee? 

(6) If the Indian Medical Service officers of European domicile are paid 
their overseas pay in sterling at the rate of 2 shillings a rupee, will the 
Government be pleased to give reasons for the differential treatment ? 

(c) In view of this apparent differentiation do the Government propose 
to pay all Indian Medical Service officers of whatever domicile they may 
be at a uniform rate? 

Mr. O. M. Young: (a) Yes. 

(6) The reasons are stated in Chapter VI of the Leo Commission 
Eeport. 

(!o) The reply is in the negative. 


STATEMENT RE EXPENDITURE ON THE DESPATCH OP TROOPS 

TO CHINA. 

Mr. O. M. Young (Army Secretary): Sir, with your permission, I 
should like to make a statement about the incidence of expenditure on 
the troops sent from India to China. In answer to a question on the 
16th, I undertook to inform the House on this subject before the end of 
the present Session. Since 1 gave that answer, discussions have taken 
place between His Majesty's Government and the Government of India, 
and it has been decided that Indian revenues will bear no part of the 
cost of the contingent furnished from India. 


RESOLUTION RE SALARIES OF THE TWO MEMBERS OF THE 
JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL POSSESSING 
INDIAN EXPERIENCE— confd. 

Mr. President: The Assembly will now resume further consideration 
of the following Resolution moved by the Honourable Sir Alexander 
Muddiman : 

This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps to 
secure : 

(1) in the case of future appointments the enhancement of the salaries paid to 

the two members of His Majesty’s Privy Council with Indian experience 
who sit on the Judicial Committee under the provisions of the Judicial 
Committee Act of 1833 to hear Indian appeals ; 

(2) that they shall be persons possessed of recent knowledge of Indian law and 

practice; 
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(3) that their salary shall be £4,000 per annum each, half of which shall be paid 

froQi Indian revenues; and 

(4) that during any period when this salary is enjoyed any pension payable to 

either of them from Indian revenues shall lapse.** 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City; Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Sir, I do not Ihink I shall keep the House for any length of time. I 
rise to say a few words as Dr. Gour asked me to express my opinion aaid 
as this is a non-political subject upon which my opinion is not known,- 
I should say at the outset that no case whatever has been made out for this 
extraordinaiy proposition which has been made by the Honourable the 
Home Member on the other side. It is admitted on all hands that the Privy 
Council jurisdiction is a prerogative jurisdiction founded in British histo]^ 
and is not one which is due to any demand of the Indian people. It is 
a residuary jurisdiction which Ihoy claim for themselves and nobody asks 
that they should exercise that jurisdiction. Therefore those who claim 
the prerogative right to hear appeals from other parts of the Empire are 
bound to pay for that prerogative right; and in many cases the right 
is denied, because it is said, in criminal cases for instance, as a matter 
of practice, though they have got the right to exercise jurisdiction, they 
refuse to exorcise it as a maiter ot discretion, as was ruled in Dillott's 
case and the cases following. Therefore it is entirely a matter, I submit, 
of prerogative and the British Exchequer must therefore pay the full 
expenses of such strengthening or improvement as the British Govern- 
ment may consider necessary for the purpose of making the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council more acceptable to the various popula- 
tions which are scattered over the British Empire. 

Sir, it has been suggested that they want persons of Indian experience, 

I do not say that I am in agreement with this Privy Council jurisdiction 
at all. I am very much in sympathy with the view taken by one section 
of the House and by Sir Hari Singh Gour that there should be a Supreme 
Court for India; but I know at the present stage it is a highly contro- 
versial matter and the decision of the House on the last occasion was 
against it. I assoeiaie myself, however, with that opinion, namely, that 
the time has come for the establishment of a Supreme Court in *India 
and that this further strengthening of the Privy Council is a formidable 
obstacle in the way of such establishment, and on that ground also I 
oppose the motion that has been made. 

But taking it that the Privy Council should continue, from more than 
one point of view it is unnecessary that the Indian Exchequer should 
bear the burden which is sought to be imposed upon it. In the first 
place the view may well be entertained and is held in very competent 
circles, though I do not sec eye to eye with that section, that if you are 
to have the utility of the Privy Council at all as a judicial body, it is 
very much better that the Privy Council should function as it used to 
furiction in the days of Moore’s Indian Appeals, composed of Judges of- 
British experience and not drawn from Indian experience. As regards 
the recruitment' of Judges from India w^e have no control whatever and 
therefore it is said — and there is a great deal of force in that— that it is 
unnecessary that Judges of Indian experience should be sent to England 
and that the British Government can provide such competent judiciary 
as it deems fit for the pui^ose. I know that very competent men hold 
the view strongly that it , is very much better to have these appeals 
decided by unbiassed opinion of England trained Judges without any* 
Indian experience. I may agree with that or I may not agree with that-* 
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there is that point of view and I know it is held in legal circles, andl 
I 'must therefore bring that also to the notice of the House praninently 
to show that there is really no case made out for Ju^es with Indian 
eKperienee. I may adk conversely “ What is the Indian experience of 
Judges who are bought to India and who are made to preside over the* 
varxxos courts?*' They have no experience. If’ that is the case I do not 
see why Judges of Indian ^perience are required in England. It may 
be that they may have to find out whether certain particular terms 
which are used in the vernacular have one meaning or another. It has 
been suggested also that in dealing with translations and' other things 
Judges of Indian experience will have greater facilities. But I want to 
say that all this is merely special pleading* When you come to it, you 
really will not get the right type of Judges that you want, whether they 
are Judges of Indian experience or others. Therefore, I want that we 
should not interfere with the Privy Council and we should not indicate, 
either expressly or by necessary implication, our support of the institution 
of the Privy Council and say that we should bear the burden of salaries 
or half the salaries of certain Judges. 

There is also another reason which. I think should, be bqme in mind. 
There has been a view that the Privy Council is a very efficient and com- 
petent institution. My own experience has been latterly, even after the 
introduction of Judges of Indian experience — and Judges of Indian ex- 
perience do not necessarily mean judges of Indian nationality— that the 
Privy Council is not such a competent judicial tribunal as to encourage 
me in the belief that it is necessary that I should vote for any streng- 
thening of its emoluments. In many cases we know they misread the 
Statutes. Their decisions are a fruitful source of litigation in this coimtry 
and leigislation also. We had only the other day the Privy Coimcil inter- 
preting the Registration Act m one particular way and the Honourable 
the Home Member bringing forward a fresh proposal to set it right. Far 
from the Privy Council operating as a body which is intended to co-ordinate 
the different judicial dicta in the various provinces and harmonising them, 
I have known instances, say in the case of liability of a son for his father's 
debts and in many other cases where they have been riding roughshod 
over well settled decisions in India. I rather think that the Privy C uncil 
was all right in the earlier days when the Indian Judiciary and Indian courts 
were not as competent as they are at present. I am glad to be able to 
say that in my humble judgment the Indian judiciary and the Indian tri- 
bunals are on the whole far more "efficient and competent to deal with 
the complicated litigious data presented in courts by litigants and their 
advisers than any foreign tribunal imposed upon us. I therefore think 
that whatever the utility of the Privy Council may have been in the earlier 
days there is not now that necessity for the Privy Council functioning. 
What are the necessities served by this Privy Council jurisdiction ? It is 
a luxury for the rich people. If it is found' that it is necessary that they 
should have more fees it is perfectly open to the Judicial Committee bi 
those who are competent to do it to raise the fees to provide for the in- 
creased emoluments of the members of the Judicial Cbmmittee. TH^ 
i^ no necessity why the democracy of India, why the general tax-payei 
should be made to pay for what after all is a luxury f6r asamindars and 
sowcars and such other people who want to go to the Privy Council aftei 
thrashing oui their fortunes in the Indian courts. I am one who is ip 
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favour of minimising litigation. After the hittares^r expertfl^e of cowts 
and litigation in this country, I have come to the conclusion definitely 
that litigation should not be encouraged by providing more^ and more 
appeals. I agree entirely with the view presented by Sir Hari Singh Gour 
that so far as the federal constitution of India may be in sight, it is very 
much more convenient and in fact it is necessary that we should have a 
Supreme Court in India rather than a continuance of the Judicial C(^* 
mittee in England. Apart from that I do not see why the ordinary liti- 
gant should not be content with the judgment of the High Courts in 
the country and therefore it is a special privilege which is sought to be 
conferred on a few people at the expense of the general tax-payer. It 
may be that the money which js sought is, relatively speaking, not very 
great and it may be that the already depleted Exchequer may be able to 
provide it because of the hidden surpluses. At the same time I do not 
see why this House should go in for this kind of differentiation in the 
matter of providing for the rich persons and for the purpose of providing 
for those who gamble in litigation. In the earlier days I am free to admit 
that the Judicial Committee provided a wholesome check upon the apology 
for a judicial administration that prevailed in this country, but at the 
present moment, having regard to the high level of judicial efficiency in 
our country and the way in which Judges and the Bar have come to laugh 
at the scattered dicta in the judgments of the Privy Council which are 
the staarting point for endless litigation in this country, I submit that it 
is not really necessary to enthuse over this proposition which was so 
humorously supported by the Honourable the Home Member. 

I would suggest also the reconsideration of one other matter and that 
is this, whether the time has not come for the establishment of the 
Supreme Court. I know I may not be able to carry conviction in the 
minds of those who still have a vague feeling in favour of the Privy Council 
and I do not propose to discuss that question at length here, as its rele- 
vancy is not as obvious as it would be in a debate raised upon the specific 
issue. I therefore would simply object to this motion being supported by 
any Member of this House on the ground that it will not make the Privy 
Council more useful and that the Privy Council even with the aid of Judges 
of Indian experience is not really going to do any great good. Having 
regard to our own experience, we Imow that those who have been out of 
touch with the courts have very little working knowledge of the latest 
decisiems in the reports and their acquaintance with case law becomes rusty 
and their acquaintance with principles is also of a somewhat shadowy 
character. Therefore my own opinion is that people of Indian experience 
when they retire or when they are taken away and put in there will/tK>t 
be really in touch with Indian case law or with the general trend of it. 
We know what an exacting mistress the legal profession is and how diffi- 
cult it is to keep in touch with its developments even for those who 
have got what Sir Henry Maine used to call the gift of memory which 
^ves one a disgraceful advantage over all the finer qualities of the legal 
intellect, to keep pace with the multiplication of decisions and with the 
subtleties and ramifications of case law. I would suggest that even thomgh* 
people may have been trained in India and get Anfirlicised as my fionoor* 
able friend on the other side remarked they would not be very diffaBsnt 
from the other members of the Judicial OommiMee. It is betti^ to Vrmr 
pniety British Judges unbiassed by any Indiah opinion, looking at Ahe 
matter with detached minds and coming to it from the study of geuMld 
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principles rather than details. The Indian law is now embodied in 
Statutes and these Statutes are always in English and I do not understand 
how Judges with Indian experience may be able to construe these things 
very much better than other Judges in England. It is a mere question of 
interpretation and in some cases is a question of comparing case law here 
and comparing one judgment with another, seeing whether the Bombay 
decision is sounder or the Calcutta decision or the Madras decision is 
sounder still. That after all is a question upon which the Judicial Com- 
mittee constituted as it is can easily propound its own decisions. ^ And the 
tables groan with the Indian decisions. Therefore there is no lack of 
material for the Judges in England. They can look into these cases and 
they can come to their conclusions. 


Then it is said that a knowledge of the vernacular is of first-class im- 
portance. Sir, I think the Privy Council has only translations. It is 
true, in exceptional cases, the original may be submitted when they may 
be looked into. But after all it is the translations certified by the Bcgis- 
trars of the respective High Courts that form the authentic and original 
record so far as the Privy Council is concerned; and though "the originals 
may be of some value in cases here and there, the number of such cases is 
infinitesimal. I say the translations being the real record before the Privy 
Council it is really useless to say that Indian Judges are required. I know 
cases in my own experience in which even though there were Indian 
Judges and counsel of Indian experience and some having a leading prac- 
tice in Allahabad and elsewhere, they were finable to deal with the verna- 
cular terms accurately and the Privy Council t^ok an erroneous view, as 
of course in half the cases they do take erroneous views in these things. 
The effect of these things is that the vernacular terms do not really ' play 
that part which w^e want that they should play. For instance in the con- 
struction of wills and deeds of gift no doubt it is very important for the 
tribunal adjudicating to have the actual words of the originals before it. 
But what guarantee is there that Judges of Indian experience taken from 
one province or another, say from Allahabad Or Calcutta, for instance, 
would be able to understand a Tamil or Telegu or an Oriya will, or a 
Gujerati or Marwari will. I understand also that the dialects of Upper 
India differ, though not for the practical purpose of conversation and 
understanding, in their literary sense, and I do not know that it will be 
possible for two Judges of Indian experience drawn from one province or 
another to master the subtleties of the various vernaculars or even to 
understand the originals if they are presented to them. 


Therefore my submission is that the advantages which are sought to 
be provided by the employment of Judges of Indian experience are really 
not substantial. 'And finally there is no guarantee that Indians are going 
to be appointed. I do not suggest that even if Indians are going to be 
appointed that we should agree to vote this surri. But I say there is 
no guarantee whatever. The Honourable the Home Member was quite 
frank and scrupulously accurate When he stated he could not give thW 
guarantee. Instead he said that possibly, or probably or on occasion and 
ao on, they 'may be appointed. And we kfiow all those wordsi Sir. There? 
!ore, Sir, for all these reasons I say I must tinhesitatingly give my vote 
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Rgainst this proposal which has been moved by the Honourable the Home 
Jdember. 

Mr. r. W. Allison (Bombay : Nominated Official) : When, Sir, doubt- 
dess like every other Member of this House, 1 read through the lengthy 
debate here and in another place on the Besolution last year, I felt con- 
.siderable surprise at the strenuous opposition which was raised from several 
quarters on several grounds to an arrangement which seems to promise 
to this country a substantial benefit, and that on conditions which appear 
to me not only reasonable but actually advantageous to India. But Sir# 
4he surprise which I felt when I read those debates pales into positive 
•insignificance when compared to astonishment with which I hear an Honour- 
able Member of the Swaraj Party, himself a distinguished member of the 
Bar, get up in this House and say that the Privy Council is not an efficient 
‘tribunal. Sir, 1 do not think this needs argument. 1 do not believe that 
the Honourable Member would carry with him any support either from 
among Indian lawyers or from the public, and I am quite sure that argu- 
ment will attract to him no supporters in this Assembly. Por the rest 
of his speech I will observe that it seemed to me to contain several useful 
•iidmissifms which no doubt will be of help to some of us in future argu- 
ments in this House. But I would point out to the Honourable Member 
that in one particular he seems to have misunderstood the object of this 
Besolution entirely. One of the main objects is to ensure that there shall 
be on the Privy (Council a succession at short intervals of the best lawyers 
who can be found in India to accept the terms offered. One of the weak- 
nesses of the Privy Council up till last year — and that is a weakness which 
this Piesolution and the Bill in Parliament are particularly designed to 
overcome — has been that the only two Judges of Indian experience who 
sat with any consisiency on the Privy Council for, I believe, nearly 20 
years, were two extremely old men, Sir John Edge, who was 87 when he 
died, and Mr. Justice Ameer Ali who is now nearly 80. And it was I say 
in order to ensure that the representatives of India on the Coimcil should 
•not be aged men who had lost all contact with up-to-date conditions in 
India, but that instead we should have a succession of competent Judges 
engaged in j)raclice at the Bar or possibly sitting on the Bench in India and 
entirely up-to-date in their knowledge of Indian law, that this Besolution 
was brought forward. Well, Sir, part of the opposition in those previous 
debates was based on the plea that India wanted and ought at once to have 
a Supreme Court, and that the present Besolution if passed by this House 
would delay or prevent the establishment of that Court. Well, Sir, that 
point of view is at any rate intelligible, but I venture to think that on 
exalmination it will appear to be unsound. This plea for a Supreme 
Court was again put forward yesterday by my Honourable friend Sir Hari 
Singh Gour, who has associated himself with it for many years and has 
raised it on every possible occasion, with that indomitable, perseverance 
which we in this House have learned to associate with him. But I put 
it to him and to this House that, generally speaking, the question of a 
Supreme Court at this moment is not a live issue. I noticed indeed that 
the Honourable Member did not yesterday move the amendment which 
"stands in his name, and I think that when he was pleading the cause ol 
"his Supreme Court yesterday I detected a pathetic note in his voice whib|l 
seemed to indicate that even h^ at last realized that his favourite prdfeqli 
‘had become a foriom hope. As that amendment is uot aottially beforh 
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the House I need only indicate as shortly as possible why in my opinion^, 
and 1 think in the general opinion, the question of a Supreme Court does 
not Eifford any adequate ground for opposing this Kesolution. First, Sir, 
we have the fact that when Sir Hari Singh Gour introduced his Besolu- 
tion into this House nearly two years ago, it was rejected on an entirely 
free vote by an overwhelming majority. I believe I am right in sayit^ 
thart; the majority is a record in the history of divisions taken in this 
Asseiiibly. This suggests irresistibly I think that the bulk of public 
opinion is strongly against Sir Hari Singh Gour and his proposal. In the 
second place, if I may say so with modesty, I have taken myself a personal 
interest in this subject. I have often discussed it with my Indian friends, 
of whom I am proud to have many both at the Bar and among the general 
public. I am sure, and my conviction is borne out by what has often been 
said by Honourable Members of this House, that neither Indian lawyers 
as ’I whole nor the Indian public — and by the Indian public I mean those 
people who have had experience of litigation or are likely to be concerned' 
in litigation of sufficient importance to go to the Privy Council — want a 
Supreme Court. In spite of what the Honourable the ILeader of the 
Swaraj Party has said, the Privy Council has a deservedly high reputation 
as the most competent judicial tribunal in the world, and even Sir Hari 
Singh Gour will not I think quarrel with that description of the Privy 
Council — ^whether or not it is to be classed as a court, whether the Council 
is or is not a court, has not in my humble judgment any practical effect on 
this Besolution. I say, Sir, it is regarded and will be regarded by the 
Indian public as an extremely valuable privilege tb be able to appeal in 
the last resort to the Privy Council. Incidentally, Sir, I may say that in 
conversation, a friend of mine, a very able lawyer, summed up the Supreme 
Court somewhat contemptuously I am afraid, and perhaps a trifle unfairly, 
as being a merely glorified High Court. The implication was that so long' 
as only considerations of judicial efficiency are concerned, the public would 
not be satisfied to lose the valuable right of appeal to the Privy Council 
teriihe sake of a local Supreme Court. I would just mention briefly 
itfaird reason which is likely to be an important factor in this case. There 
is, Sir, I believe, a large body of opinion both in this House and outside 
that even if a Supreme Court for India were desirable in itself, still it 
should not be established or even asked for until India has* obtained 
responsible self -government. An apostle of this scHool of thought, I may 
mention, is a distinguished Member of this House, Pandit Mbtilal Nehru. 
IHien, Sir Hari Singh Gour seems distressed at the idea that il this Besolu- 
tion were carried, it would in some way perpetuate — ^that is the word ^he 
used in quoting some authority, but I suppose he really meant 
“ prolong 

flh Hftri Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan): I was quoting His Excellency liord Beading's opening address. 


Mr. JT. W. AUiBon: I did not catch the name, but, with all respect to 
the highest person m the land, ** pei^tuate ” could not possibly &e the 
p^er word to use. J think the tmeanang of the late Viceroy and of the 
HoAOurable Member is to “ prolong Ijjie appellate power of the Privy 
Council. my. humble view, Sir, this is entirely a misconception. ^ 
soon as India has responsible self-government, as I understand it, nothing 
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«cazi prevent her from having a Supreme Court if she then chooses* If 1 
mey say so without any oft^e to Sir Hari Six^gh Qour^ 1 think Ee haa 
beeBi n^lcri, by the mistaken, idea that this Supreme Court is in some 
way a condition precedent to responsible self-govenunent. In mjr yi&w, 
amhl think in the general view, it is not so at It is merely ar possible 
consequence of self-gpvemment, as indeed, if he will considbr the msMer. 
18^ plain h9Dm^ the analogy of those self-goveming Dominions which he Itear 
quoted. I suggest then, Sir, that this Besolution must be discussed <m 
the basis that for some years at least there will be, and must be^ 
i^ppeals front India to the Supreme Court. Then, Sir, there remainB tke 
praotical qisistion as to how these appeals are to be decided. As 
House knows, appeals- to the Privy Council are generally decided by » 
Boaid. of four or five Members, {Sir Hari SingH Oour: “Three some*- 
tunes. “), sometimes three, sometimes four, sometimes five Members. 
i{3ir Hari Singh Ghur: “ Three is the quorum. “) It so happens that the 
last appeal that I myself read in the current number of the Calcutta Weekly 
Notew had five. However, the point is, Sir, that the majority of those 
Judges are Lords of Appeal. They are known to be some of the most 
eminent Judges in the world, and they receive a salary of £6,000 per year. 
Albo on the panel are eminent esr-Lord Chancellors, and they receive, most 
of them, and can receive if they apply for it, a very large pension. VnUt 
these have sat up to the present two gentlemen, Judges with experience of 
Indian law, who have been- drawing the miserable pittance described under 
another name of £400 a year. Well, Sir, one essential thing is that them 
should be Members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council who 
would be willing to be, and could afford to be, in constant attendance. 
There are other Judges, we ase told, under the Act of 1896 who can attend 
and occasionally do attend. Sir Lawrence Jenkins is one at present and 
Lord Sinha is another and has sat on one or two appeals but he is itt 
India at present. You cannot expect a Member of the Privy Council who 
IS not paid and has other calls on his time to attend constantly at tha 
meetings of the Board. That, Sir, is a very important point, and that is 
one reason why it is at any rate in my poor judgment essential that those 
Members who represent India on that Board should be given, I will Hot 
say a competent salary, but a salary which at a«y rate is very nnioh more 
than the miserable £400 which is their lot at present. I think, Sir, it it 
obvious that we must have men of Indian experience, who must be men 
of first-rate ability, full of vigour of mind and quite up to date in theif 
knowledge of Indian law and practice. And it is important to have men 
who will also command as great respect in the eyes of the legal profession 
as the Lords of Appeal with whom they are to sit, and that, Sir, I puft 
before the Houses w m ofejeel very valii^e in itself and which the Houm 
shmMf net lose this oppeetuniliy ^ aeouiuif . 

1 w41I^ speak wmiy bsM^, Sir, as to the anrienAnsniu I am, Sir„ a vwif 
hiattMs in the niaciniiBry et the kimaueeaey. I am not in the oonS** 
deuce ot the Gcweriimefxt of Indian, atm less ot IBoom O^venanoieiiC^ 

I beMeve for mymit tind if these apfMrinimeada ass ereahad, they w^ im, 
the main be fitted by fiidiaiiB, tiie biet TniKaTm^ eiid tint is inipMwd^,. 
ww mesh bmm the bert awn mwiidhlin wkethee IndEana er aoWft & tlbst^ 
IMtttMiriHameiibttemsppeiakttente^ltUa^ Wm 

mpn* he ite fiw a ieidm e wfc , fisst ei att them is iiie Mlhllt 

Ifrithar this Bbuse aor the House el Ccauaons can theMsxnn^^ ot 
His Majesty the King Emperor to appoint anyone fie wHito tmtt 
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i&my Council. In practice/ Sir, this amendment is not necessary. .Wei 
know that there is no Statute ordaining that any number of Members ot 
the Governor General’s Executive Council shall be Indians, but it is not 
m the least likely that the present custom will be abandoned. I think. 
^80 that on the ground of self-interest, it may be supposed that the 
British Government, the advisers of the King Emperor himself, will choose 
Indians if possible, and for this reason; it has been stated that the Privy^ 
Council as the Supreme Court of the whole Empire, is a strong link which 
binds the whole Empire together, and it seems to me obvious ^at this 
link will be stronger if Indians are appointed, and this is likely & appeal 
most vividly both to India and the rest of the Empire alike. For this 
reason, Sir, I think this amendment is not necessary. It would wreck the 
object of the Eesolution and should liot be approved by this House.* Well, 
Sir, I we have got rid, I am glad to say, we all are glad to say, of the 
Finance Bill and the Eatio Bill. I seem to detect, Sir, a sort of holiday 
feeling in the air — very obvious at question time this morning — and at 
such times I think the House may be disposed to accept with good will 
the appeal of the Honourable the Leader of the House, whiclj he made so 
engagingly. I think I have shown to the House that the proposal contains 
no ground for offence and is in the best interests of India. It contains n<y 
political issue and there is no question of racial preference or prejudice in 
the Eesolution, as I understand it. Sir, I commend this Eesolution both 
to the good sense and the good feeling of the House. 

Mr* E* 0. Bfeogy (Dacca Division • Non-Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, if 
ycu will permit me, I shall move an amendment of which I could not 
g*ve proper notice. I may say at the very beginning that the amendment 
which I propose to move is a mere variation of Mr. Aney’s amendment 
and that my Honourable friend has agreed to withdraw his amendment 
in favour of ihine. Sir, I move: 

“ That for clause 3 of the Resolution, substitute the following ; 

‘ (3) That if either of them is a person with an Indian domicile, £2,000 per 
annum shall be paid from Indian revenues as allowance to him in addition 
to such salary as may be granted to him from the British exchequer 

And there is a consequential amendment to clause (4), namely : 

“ In clause 4 for the word ‘ salary ’ substitute the word * allowance 

Sir, my Honourable friend who has just sat down pointed out that there 
a constitutional objection to the amendment moved by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Aney. This amendment is intended chiefly to obviate that 
difficulty. I admit that it is not within the competence of this House 
to fetter the prerog^itive of the Crown or the choice of the Lord Chancel* 
lor, which determines the selection of the members of the Judicial Com- 
imttee. The distinction between Mr. Aney’s amendment and mine iff 
this. Whereas Mr. Aney’s amendment would make it incumbent on the* 
authorities in England to have two Indians appointed, invariably two 
Indians^ on condition that half of their salary is to be borne by the British 
Exchequer and htflf.by fhe Indian revenues, my amendment contemplates 
ijhat the selajiy, 'properly so called, ^ould be the amount that would bo' 



SALABiys OF THE TWO lAUBESS OF THE PRIVY COUNCUi. 


paid to the Members of the Judicial Committee who mSty he' appointed 
in pursuance of the Bill now pending in the House Commons and that 
any amount which India is expected to pay would be considered to be^ an 
additional allowance to be paid <mly in the event of Indians being appoiftt* 
ed. Sir, the position as I find it to be under the Bill which is just^noW 
before the Houses of Parliament is this. They have fixed £2,000 as the 
salary. There is, however, a clause in the Bill which provides that the* 
salary of the Members appointed may be increased by such sum ndt 
exceeding £2^000 as may be provided out of the revenues of India. So 
that w^tever our decision may be on the present occasion, the Members 
of the Judicisd Committee to be appointed imder the new Bill will draw 
£2,000 per annum as salary from the British Exchequer. The position 
was made quite clear by the Lord Chancellor in the House of Lords 
when lliis Bill was binder discussion. This is what the Lord Chancellor 
said: 

“ What we now propose to Parliament is that His Majesty should have authorify 
to appoint two Members of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council with special 
experience of India at a remuneration of £2, OCX) per annum each, but that if hw^fter 
^dia should provide a further sum, then that sum shall go to the Members appointed. 
Meanwhile, we think that a remuneration of £2,000 plus such pension as the persons 
appointed may happen to have may be accepted as a sufficient remuneration for each 
of them.” 

In the House of Comihons, again, when an Honourable Member put a* 
question to the Attorney General while the matter was under discussion 
we find that this point was further cleared up. The question was: 

” What will happen if the Indian Legislature do not find their £2,000.” 

The Attorney General said: 

” The persons appointed will have to accept the lower salary of £2,000. t'hat, I 
anticipate, they will be willing to do in the circumstances*” 

Sir, therefore I said that the present Bill contemplates £2,000 as tne 
normal salary to the person to be appointed under its provision^; and 
when a man in the position of the Lord Chancellor salys that that would 
be considered sufficient for the time being so long as Indian revenues are 
not prepared to bear a further burden, I say that this amoimt ought to 
be considered sufficient for anybody whose domicile is in England. The 
Honourable the Home Member in his speech yesterday made it quite 
clear that this amount of £2,000 a year would be sufficient for anybody 
who was domiciled in* England, and that the necessity for providing for 
a larger salary was to see that Indians, eminent Indians either of the 
position of retired High Court Judges or eminent Indian lawyera, should 
find it possible to accept this exalted office. If that be so, tten there 
should be no difficulty in the way of my Honourable friend accepting 
my amendment. Sir, this allowance can be supported on the grot!ttxd 
that it bears some analogy to the over-seas pay. The Honourable gentle- 
man who has just sat down stated that we were introducing racial die- 
crimination. 

Mr. T. W. AU&on: No, Sir. I denied it entirely. ’ Viiere was no racial 
question. 
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Me. X. 0. TKtoggi 1 am sonry tba* 1 did not heas him conreetly. fiat 
1 tfahtik the point was made oa the last ooeanm, that by putting: lofnracd 
the demand that Indians shoutd be af^oimted w« mere se^mig tat inteo- 
daee an element of racial dieedmuudioa. 1 wouldl Uhe to point ont in 
reply to that that so far ae Indian Members of the Seeretary oi State's 
Council are ccmomied, they are ia receipt of a higher salary than the 
European Members of the Secretary of State’s Council. Sa, if th^ is 
any element of racial discrunmation mvolved in this amenwent, there 
ia ample precedent for this House to impose it in. the present cireumatan* 
can Sir, reference has been made to the fact that there is a eep^erahle 
volume of opinion in this country which is in favour of the estMlishmoit 
if a Supreme Court in India. I may inform the House that so far as 
' Bengal is coneemed, a very large volume of opinion, legal opinioQ and 
also lay opinion, is against this proposal. I do udt know whettier the 
(•pinion in Madras is imanimously in favour of a Supreme Court. I did 
not understand my Honourable friend Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar to make 
that statement. But, Sir, when my Honourable friend, the ex-Advocate 
General of Madras, stated that it might be an advantage, or that somw 
people consider that it might be an advantage, to have men in the Judi- 
cial Ccxnmittee with no Indian experience, for the good reason that we 
would prefer to have men who have absolutely no bias in any matter, 1 
wondered if in the same breath anyone can urge the establisWent of a 
Supreme Court in India. Because, if we have ^ the Supreme Court in 
India the Judges of that Court certainly will htiire experience of Indian 
conditions which is considered undesirable in the cnee of Mebthers of the 
Judicial Committee. Sir, on this point it is interesting to find that 
another very eminent Madras lawyer, no less a person than Sir Sankaran 
hiair, who himself was an eminent Advocate, ex-Justice of the Madras 
High Court, and an ex-Member of the Executive Council of the Govern- 
ment of India, and also an ex-President of the Indian National Congiess 


An Honourable Menlbar: He was not President of the Cbngress. 

lb. M- 8. Allay (Berar Bepresentative) : Yes, he was, long before you 
had any, conaeotioa with the Councils ac the Congress. 

Mr. 0. Dniaiawamy Aiyangas (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Bujral) : And who also, had a bitter experience ol British 
Justice. 

Mb. X. 0. H«Q«y: Sit, tlw iSL whaJi be stated when the matter cama ap 
far discuaeion in the other House : 

** As lone as Hindu Law is not codifiedv we woald like to have an Indiasi Jbdga 
alwegra to tiuso' paff4^ in^ the decisioir of* qoMtions relaemg' to Wndki Law: Shnilkrfy, aa 
loai^'ashliiilUMniidan lUwria notr codlAid, wev would like to haws » ]iirittMnnmdali>< 
to* talM jMWt ia tha deeiaioa ol qumtiotiB sdbtwgi to MnliamaNKlaa Lam Wlna ths|r 
tan codi&dh the qqastioii. will become dtog^tW different; and therefore in the PriMV 
OMnoals when p&r deetde caser refetitisf to lSm6Si Lair or to Mhllkmiitadhtf Law» we 
waolihlfito to harw » JKndkt or a Bkhamater Jbdgr sitoing* thetw to< adkito 
indgee and himaelf taking part in the disensskm and decision.’’ 

Ur Eftri flkw: Sir, I should, lika to ma]ie a statameat. 
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Mr. President: Why does the Honourable Member wish to make a 
statement ? 

Sir Sari Singh Qour: On a question of fact. 

Mr. President: Is it a matter of personal explanation? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Yes, Sir, I have the authority of Sir Sankaran 
^>fair himself . . . 

Mr. President: Order, order. 

Mr. aK. 0. Neogy: I understand the reason why my Honourable friend 
is SO very nervous because I have just reminded this House that legal 
opinion in the province from which I come is not in favour of my Hon- 
ourable friend’s Supreme Court .... 

Sir Hart Singh Gour: You have not read the opinions at all. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Head them yourself. I therefore venture to think 
that opinion is not altogether against the idea of having men of Indian 
experience in the Privy Council. 

Sir, I should like to mention one other point before I sit down. On 
the last occasion when tjois matter came up before the Assembly I was 
cne of those who voted against the Eesolution. The amendment which 
has now been moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Aney is similar to 
the amendment which was moved on that occasion by a friend of ours. 
If that amendment had been voted upon, I would have voted in favour 
of it, but as it did not come to a division we had no opportunity of vot- 
ing. I might mention another fact, that when, after disposing of that 
llesolution, we went back to our homes, I was not congratulated by my 
lawyer friends in Calcutta for having turned down the proposal of Gov- 
ernment in the summary way we did. Of course in regard to the ques- 
tion of attaching the condition on which we are prepared to find the 
money, Indian opinion is unanimous that we can never find a part of the 
expenses required unless we are assured that Indians will be appointed. 
Subject to that reservation, opinion in Calcutta, so far as I have been 
able to find out from among my lawyer friends, is certainly in favour of 
having eminent lawyers of Indian experience in the Privy Council; and 
if they are Indians, then certainly public opinion, as far as I know,^ would 
not mind paying an over-seas allowance to them at the rate of £2,000 
a year. 

Mr. T. Gavin-Jones (United Provinces : European) : Sir, I know very 
little about this subject. Therefore I shall not discuss the merits or the 
demerits of appointing a Supreme Court of Appeals in India. It seems 
to me that His Majesty’s Privy Council is necessary for the present, and 
as long as it is necessary, it is absolutely essential that Judges should 
be appointed who have a knowledge of India. But I do feel, and I know 
ether Honourable Members sitting on these Benches feel the same, 
that it is a pity that the Government of India should have to come to 
this House to ask for a petty sum* like £4,000 towards a court which -is, 
after all, an Imperial Qontt, and I believe I am correct in sayiM that 
nene of the Dominions^ pay any contribution towards the Privy Council. 
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I think the Government of India might appeal to the British Govern- 
ment in future not to place them in this rather awkward, and if I may 
say so, rather humiliating position of having to come to this House for 
a small sum like this. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr« Nirmal Ohunder Ohunder (Calcutta : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, I oppose this Eesolution on grounds which are quite different from 
those on which it has been opposed by others. I look upon the Privy 
Council and its Judicial Committee as an entirely British institution. It 
is no part of the Government of India and the Government of India Act 
has got nothing to do with it. You cannot control the actions of the 
Privy Council; you cannot confer jurisdiction on it or take away jurisdic- 
tion from it. So it is an entirely British institution and the services the 
Privy Council renders to India are certainly not greater than the services 
the Secretary of State for India renders to India. (An Honourable 
Meirfier: “ Question?") 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Bajshahi Division: Muhammadan Bural): Contempt 
of Court, Sir. 

Mr. Nirmal Ohunder Ohunder: I mean the services whicfi the Secre- 
tary of State is supposed to render to the Government of India and the 
Indian Empire. You may look at it in this way. After persistent agita- 
tion we have been able only very recently tO ^ut ihe expenses of the 
Secretary of Slate for India on the British Exoheqtifev. j^Are we now go- 
ing to go up to the British Government and tell ih^ tliat we are willing 
to take a part of the expenses of your administration" pr your institutions ? 
Shall we not be stultifying ourselves if we do that? And once we open, 
the door we do not know who will come in one after another. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran: Non-Muham- 
madan): Sir, I beg to oppose the Besolution of my Honourable friend. 
the Home Member .... 

Mr. President: What about the amendment? 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: I am opposing the Besolution itself. Am I 
not entitled to do it? 

Mr." President : The Honourable Member is entitled to do so, but the 
Chair would like to know what the attitude of the Honourable Mem- 
ber is towards the amendment. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Last year the Home Member brought for- 
ward this Besolution, but it was rejected by the House; and since then 
no new materials have been placed before us and no new arguments have 
been advanced. The Home Member is very anxious to bring forward 
the Besolution about adding to the efficiency of the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council, but he seems unwilling to move in the matter of 
adding to the eflBciency of the judicial administration in this country. I 
might mention one matter, the question of the separation of the judicial 
from executive functions . . . 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddhnaa (Home Member): 0n a 
point of order, is that relevanf? 
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Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: It was a very important matter, but he has 
been moving at a snail’s pace in this matter . . . 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: On a point of order . . . 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I am not referring to it at greater length. I 
was only mentioning it by the way, as an example. 

Mr. President: Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh is very discreet. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I know why my Honourable friend is so 
anxious to saddle India with an annual sum of £4,000. Yesterday, in 
ihe course of his speech, my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour 
referred to the opinion of Mahatma Gandhi, but evidently he had not 
the opinion of Mahatma Gandhi with him. I happen to have with me 
a cutting from the Hindustan Times dated the 7th August 1926, in which 
the opinion of Mahatma Gandhi has been reproduced. I want to have his 
opinion on record, and so with your permission I should like to read one 
short parsigraph. This is what he says: 

** I have been following the controversy. I gathered together papers with a view 
to writing upon it for Young India and then decided not to write anything. I will 
now reconsider the thing. The objections raised by distinguished la'^ers have made 
absolutely no appeal to me Indeed it has been a painful surprise to me to observe 
opposition to Sir Hari Singh’s very mild and very innocent proposal, but we have 
lost all confidence in ourselves. I have some little experience of the Privy Council 
cases, and it is my firm belief that the Members of the Privy Council are not free from 
political bias and on highly inj^icat^ hiatters of custom, in spite of aU their labours,, 
they often make egregioue Blundwi/^ 

Mr. E. Ahmed: Gontempi of Court, Sir. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: I may refer the House to two cases. One- 
is the case of Bal Gangadhar Tilalc vi>, Valentine Chirol, and the other is 
the recent case of Sir Michael 0*Dwyer vs. Sir Sankaran Nair 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member is wide of the 
mark. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: Emperor vs, Bal Gangadhar Tilak was the 
case I wanted to refer to. 

Mr. K. Ahin,ed: That was in 1909; this refers to future appointments. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: The Home Member does not give a guarani^ee 

that Indians will be appointed to these posts. I have a shrewd suspi- 

^ ^ ^ cion that in making appointments those European gentlemen 
* * who have been either acting as Judges of any of the Indian 
High Courts, or who want to retire after a lucrative practice at the Bar 
will fill up those appointments. With regard to the observations of my 
Honourable friend Mr. Neogy I would like to refer this House to the 
opinion of Sir Abdur Kahim, who was a Member of the Executive coun- 
cil of Bengal. This is what he says .... 

Mr. President: Order, order. I have got a request from some Moslem 
Members that for their convenience I should adjourn the House at 1 o’clock. 
I may inform them I am not going to take a division on this question be- 
fore recess, so they may well go and return by 2-30 p. m. 

Mr. K. Ahmed: But still. Sir, for the benefit of those Members who 
iwant to hear the debate it may be adjourned. 

d*2 
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Hr. President: The Session is coming to an end and we must finish 
the business. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: This is what Sir Abdur Eahim, who was then 
a Member of the Executive Council in Bengal, said: 

“ I am not disposed to minimise the significance of the fact that the majority of 
those who were consulted including the High Court at Calcutta, the Oalcutta Bar and 
the Vakils* Association and several prominent Barristers and Pleaders have advised 
against the establishment ot a final Court of Appeal in India. On the other hand 
considerable importance should be attached to the views of the British Indian Associa- 
tion which represent very important and extensive landed interests and of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce and the Marwari Association who represent the Indian 
Commercial community of the province, as they may be relied on to voice between 
them the opinions of the classes who resort from Bengal to the Privy Council for a 
final decision of their legal disputes. When these important public bodies have 
emphasised in clear terms the need for establishing a final Court of Appeal in India 
it seems to me that it would hardly be correct to say that ‘ there is no public demand * 
for such a Cburt.*’ 

With these few words, I oppose the motion. 

Mr. M. B. Jayakar (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, 
I just want to occupy the attention of the House for a few minutes apd 
put before them a point of view which is very different from those which 
have been urged by those who have spoken so far. Sir, I oppose this 
motion and I submit that the least the House can do is to support the 
amendment proposed either by my Honourable friend Mr. Aney or Mr. 
Neogy; I oppose it on grounds which may .seem novel to the House. The 
Honourable the Home Member is often very accurate in his analysis ot the 
classes of his opponents, but this time I fear he has gone egregiously wrong. 
He classified his opponents as belonging to one or another of three classes. 
First, those who want to break the link of India with the Empire, to which 
class I may say I do not belong. Another class was of those who desire 
that India should have a separate Court of its own. On this, my own 
personal view is that the time has not yet come when we could have a 
Supreme Court of our own, I say this with great respect for my Honour- 
able friend Sir Hari Singh Gour’s view. I do not then belong to this class 
cjither. The third class which the Homo Member mentioned consisted of 
those who held the view that India not being properly treated by the 
Colonies should have nothing to do with any institution connected with 
the Colonies. In this analysis the Home Member neglected a fourth class 
of people, the class to which I belong, and their view is that this experi- 
ment of importing ex-Indian Judges or Judges with Indian experience into 
the Privy Council has no^ been very successful of late, and ought not to 
be encouraged. It may seem a very novel view to my Honourable friends 
but I hold the view which is shared by a considerable section of my pro- 
fession, that if the Privy Council has to be maintained under the political 
conditions of this country for yet a few more years, nothing should be 
done to import into that body any material which may carry elements 
of prejudice or misconception, as is likely to be done if you introduce an 
Anglo-Indian Judge into that assembly. I hold the view, which my pro- 
fession very largely shares, that the section which was introduced by the 
Act of 1833 providing for Judges of Indian experience, to quote the ex- 
pression used here, has not been successful. We have been safe up to 
now from the extreme results of that mistake owing to the very whole- 
some rule which prevents these places being turned into lucrative jobs, 
namely, the provision only of £400 a year which was given by way of in- 
demnity against personal expenses. The result was that the appoint- 
ment waa not regarded as a job; it had no element of a job about it. 
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The salary was not attractive, the surroundings were not attractive, with 
the result that only those people for whom the law had a real fascination 
or who were mentally gifted with all those attributes which make a great 
lawyer, coveted these places. The result was that up to now the few 
appointments which have so far been made to the Privy Council of ex- 
Indian judges have all of them, except a few, been of men who cared for 
the seat for its own sake. As the Honourable the Home Member rightly 
remarked, and I agree entirely with him, that we cannot induce the right 
type of Indian to go to England. He very wisely remarked and it showa 
his great knowledge of an insight into Indian affairs, only the Anglicised 
type of Indian will go, and often he is not the right type of Indian to go. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Is an Anglicised Indian not the right type of 
Indian? 

Mr. M. B. Jayakar: Not from the point of view of the provision which 
the Home Member wishes to make, as an aid to the work of the English 
Judges in the Privy Council. If we could get a combination of men Like 
Muthuswami Ayyar J. or Sir V. Bashyarn Ayyangar J. sitting with men 
like Lords Macnaughten and Shaw, we should have an ideal combination. 
But even if we pass this Act we cannot induce such men to go; and until 
we have men of that type we will not have true representatives of the 
Indian mind or view. After all, what is all this shibboleth about ‘^Indian 
experience?** What is the Indian law? I am not speaking for the mo- 
ment of the personal law of the Hindus and Muhammadans. Even then 
I say. Sir, with great respect to Mahatma Gandhi *s opinion quoted before 
this House a few minutes ago, that although the cases which go up to the 
Privy Council have to be decided by English Judges their decisions on the 
whole have not been unsound. But leaving this on one side, for the 
moment, what is our Indian law? A distant imitation, a defective reflec- 
iioii of British law. I have heard it said by a Judge of great experience 
in Bombay, whol later on adorned the Privy Council benches, that he 
learnt the whole of the Indian law in the course of a fortnight *b voyage from 
London to Bombay ! Indian law, with all its peculiarities, with all its 
difficulties, is as I said, but a distant and very often a defective reflection 
of British law. Take the Transfer of Property law. What is it but 
real property law mixed up with niles of Equity in England. 

This Eesolution lays undue stress on the importance of “Indian expe- 
rience.** My fear is that if we provide this attractive salary of £4,000 a 
year, as proposed by the Eesolution, we will make these places jobs with 
all the bad qualities of jobs about them — all the scramble, the scheming, 
the designing on the paH of the unworthy, from which these places have 
been free so far. I hold the view, Sir, that the Privy Council ought tc be 
adorned only by men who are the greatest lawyers of the Empire w'orking 
for the dignity of their office. I personally have spent the most important 
years of my life in legal Chambers in England. I have come across some 
of the best and most important men in the legal world of England at that, 
time, and I have a great respect for their eminence. For Heaven's sake, 
let us not perpetrate by means of this Eesolution a job, the result of which 
will be that the right type of men will not be drawn, and which will only 
be an easy, comfortable, snug place for inferior men who have made their 
fortunes in this country and want to continue the process in their re- 
' tirement. I personally hold the view which the Honourable Member who 
is not in his place, Mr. Allison, rightly expressed that men of first-rajbe 
ability, of full vigour of mind, should go into those places. Do you thinks 
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Sir. taking the compulsory age of retirement for a judge to be 60, that any 
Indian is going to a foreign place after such an age and possibly after 
35 or 40 years of strenuous life ,in this country? How many of them can 
be said to preserve first-rate ability or full vigour of mind at that age? 

Eemember, Sir, that the average age of retirement is 60 years for a 
High Court Judge. Who are our Judges drawn from? Not often from the 
successful men at the Bar. I may say under our present system such men 
seldom become Judges. Everyb^y knows 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: For what reason, may 1 ask 
the Honourable Member? 

Mr. M, R. Jayakar: Because the Government are often suspicious of 
the practising lawyer. 

i The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Because he will not accept 
the judgeship that is offered to him. 

Mr. M. R. Jayakar: Yes, it may sometimes be for the reason that tlie 
practising lawyer does not feel much attraction for Rs.^ 4,000 a month. 
Whatever the cause may be, the fact is there that our Judges are very in- 
frequently drawn from the class of practising lawyers. To him this pro- 
vision is not temptation at all. He wants to go to England but for six 
months a year to enjoy himself in the Spas and the baths of Europe ; he 
does not wish to go into the Privy Council. I am. stating what is a fact. 
Take Bombay for instance. Take then the civilian Judge who retires after 
86 yei^ of service sundried with strenuous work. Let us say he has 
spent in the High Court or as a Judge some 25 years. With great respect 
to the civilian, may I say that very often though he has b^n a High Court 
Judge for some years he retains the mentality which he developed as a 
junior collector. Having spent his early life in the midst of Police Ins- 
pectors And people of that description, very often he does not represent 
the highest type of the judi^^ mind. With great respect to the Home 
Member and his class, I will say this; but leaving that aside for a moment, 
whom are we providing for when we say ‘'with Indian experience'"? Can 
the Honourable the Home Member provide a system — for which I shall 
be very thankful if it can be donei — ^by which you could weed out the un- 
desirable Judge and give us the right type of Indian Judge to go there? 
Therefore I submit that by ^choosing Judges under the guise of very sound 
and wholesome arguments, this House will be perpetrating a jobbery. I 
am purposely using that word, without offence,, to anybody. We are prac- 
ticafiy creating two handsome posts which may become jobs. Please do 
not be under a misgiving; the right type of Indian will not go to these 
posts. You will simply be creating comfortable places for third and fourth- 
rate non-Indian Judges who wqpi|(||j4.o continue the process of money-making 
on their retirement from India; and I submit on these grounds the Hon- 
ourable the Home Member is very much mistaken if he thinks that ho 
will get the right type of Indian Judge by this process.' ^ 

Let us take things as they are and see how far the experiment is likely 
to be successful. I ask the Honourable Member to state, without giving 
instances, how many successful Judges he has found in the Privy Council, 
since 1833, out of those who were promoted for their Indian experience. 
Will he kindly name a dozen at least? Since 1833 up to now it is nearly 
a century. How many Indian Judges with Indian experience — to quote 
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the words of his Eesolution — ^have distinguished themselves by their emi- 
nence? I only know of one during recent times and he unfortunately 
owing to his age and his illness has not been able to take any large part 
in the decisions of the Privy Council. And I may tell the Honourable the 
Home Member that, speaking of the Bench in the Bombay High Court, 
he will be surprised to hear, that when I sometimes quote a Privy Ooimcil 
decision, e,g.y a decision which happened to be of two ex-Indian Judges 
sitting there, the Judges asked me: “Oh; proceed to some ojiher 
ruling, Mr. Jayakar; leave this aside for a moment.** I am telling him 
the plain facts of the profession. To-day in the profession the decisions 
of pure English Judges of the Privy Council are valued more. I had 
occasion only two years ago to rely upon a famous decision of an ex-Indian 
Judge — ^I shall not name him — and I was not allowed to proceed for more 
than half an hour on the ground that that decision did not command 
assent. The Honourable the Homo Member began by saying, “The Court 
must be such** — ^I will quote his very words. I do not doubt that the Privy 
Council is a court, I will accept his argument that it is a court — ^he said 
“The court must be such as to command the respect of all including the 
litigants.** I take that as a very sound and wholesome dictum. I say, 
therefore, if we want to preserve "this wise rule, let the Privy Council be 
kept absolutely uncontaminated by attractions of lucre. It is bad enough 
that under the lav^of 1833 we have got to send two Indian Judges of Indian 
experience to this tribtinal. But we will make it worse if we couple with 
that office a sordid and attractive remuneration like £4,000 a year. I 
oppose the Resolution, Sir, on these grounds, which are somewhat novel — 
thev have not been expressed before this House up to now by any speaker 
— ^because I am anxious that the dignity and integrity of the Privy Council 
should be maintained. The remark may seem somewhat queer, proceed- 
ing from an occupant of these Benches that I should give the Privy Council 
such credit; but I have lived in their midst; I have seen the legal system 
of England at close quarters and I have the highest respect for it. Some- 
body spoke of political prejudices beingLimported into thel Privy Coundil. 
Well, Sir, shall I say quite frankly that*xhat is perhaps the result of intro- 
luciner the Indian element there? I know there are cases where the Privy 
Council is not free from political prejudice. But let us not make matters 
worse by making these places attractive jobs for retired Judges. This is 
apart from' the ground rightly stated by pay friend, Mr, Nirmal Chimder 
Chunder, that the Privy Council is a purely British institution I am not 
averse to giving £4,000 a year — it is not a very big salary in the legal pro- 
fession but the question is whether we will not strive to keep, pure from’ 
the scramble of cupidity, the institution called the Judicial Committee on 
which eminent men of England have so far served practically without re- 
muneration — the Lord Chancellor does not charge anything separately for 
his work nor also other big lawyers who go and dispense justice there. I 
want that tradition to be maintained as far as possible. But if you turn 
that into a job like £4,000 a year my fear is that third and fourth-rate 
men, Indian or non-Indian — I do not care, I am concerned more with the 
quality of the men — ^will try to get in; I am sure the right type of Indian 
will not be induced to go and spend 10 or 20 years in England on this 
salary. It is the more ambitious, not necessarily the more able man who 
will go, attracted by these salaries. On these grounds. Sir, I oppose tluB 
motion. 

Mr. 0. DuraUrwamy Aiyangar: Sir, I thought when the Honourable 
the Home Member spoke of three classes of opponents, he ''had not 
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exhausted the list and I wanted to claim to belong to the fourth class; 
but as my friend, Mr. Jayakar, has appropriated the fourth class to himself,. 
I must say that I belong to the fifth class. Sir, I oppose both the Beso- 
lution moved by the Home Member as well os the amendment moved by 
my friend, Mr. Neogy. Sir, from my point of view I am opposed to the 
existence of either the Privy Council in England or the Supreme Court in 
India. The courts that we have in India are sufficient in themselves, and 
I do* not want that parties and people in this country should be further 
impoverished by opening up a larger vista of courts for them. My Hon- 
ourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, is always fond of speaking of thei 
Supreme Court as “my Supreme Court’* and saying that he is per- 
sonally interested in the matter. I have always been at a 
loss to know what his personal interest is, unless, perhaps when the 
Supreme Court comes into being, he claims to be the first Judge of that 
Court, I do not grudge him that position; having fought for it so long 
he ought to gain it first; but I would stand as much as possible in tho 
way of the court itself coming into being before he can take his seat 
there. (Laughter.) Sir, from my point of view litigation of lat© 
become more or less a gamble. I would not say that the courts are' 
gambling houses, but at any rate the confidence that people once had 
in courts of justice is gradually going away and the question now is who 
has got the longest purse, and the uncertainties of the courts of law aro 
so great, that people are becoming day after day impoverished by the 
various courts that are opened to them. I must say thai after the village 
panchayats have been ruthlessly killed and extinguished, some of the courts 
at any rate are necessary evils in this country. Why should we multiply 
them? My Honourable friend Mr, Srinivasa Iyengar at the fag end of 
his practice says to-day that the courts are too numerous and that as 
much as possible the courts must be curtailed and litigation must be 
curtailed. (Laughter.) I am likewise at the fag end of my practice and 
both of us think that there shouli^ be no further litigation. Both of us 
are alive to the fact that we have in our own way contributed a great deal 
to the impoverishment of the people. We have been abettors also in the 
miscarriage of justice. Both of us will have to stand answerable before 
God. I am only glad that Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar will be the first accused. 
At any rate I am convinced that it is high time that all of us should 
advocate as much as possible the boycotting of the courts, and I do not 
want that further scope must be given to have access to the Privy Council 
or Judicial Committee whatever it may be called. My Honourable 
friend the Home Member was giving some statistics of a super- 
ficial kind. He said that many cases of late have been coming before, the 
Privy Council of which the percentage of India was large. I would ask. 
him to quote further statistics and point out how many of these judg- 
ments were ex pa-rte, how many were left unrepresented and how many 
were the cases of rich men who alone have the purse to go to the Privy 
Council to oppress the poor. I would ask him to state how many appeals 
that were preferred were dismissed and how many were allowed or modi- 
fied in any manner. If he finds that in a large number of cases which 
went up to the Privy Council the appeals were allowed, then I say it is 
due to something wrong in the selection of Judges in our courtis here. It 
is because Judges are not always selected according to merit. Sometimes* 
they get in by nepotism and that is why we find that in so many cases 
the judgments are reversed in the Privy Council. If on the other hand' 
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you turn your attention to the constitution of these High Courts and make 
them perfect, there will be no charm in any one getting into a steamer, 
crossing the ocean and then blossoming suddenly into a big personage 
a Member of the Privy Council whose judgment must be much more 
respected than the judgment of the same gentleman delivered froiji this 
side of the ocean. It all depends upon the personnel of the High Court. 
An efficient personnel will satisfy the ends of justice and not the sending, 
of one man to another country and calling him a Member of the judicial 
Committee and then saying that his judgments must be valued more 
than the judgments of those on this side of the water. Now, Sir, I would 
ask what are the costs of prosecuting an appeal before the Privy Council. 
Has even the successful man ever returned in a better condition than 
what he was before? Is not the successful man more impoverished than 
the defeated man? Why multiply all this litigation and thereby impover- 
ish the people? I ask the Home Member to state the average time taken 
for a decision of the Privy Council, between a decision of the High Court, 
and a decision of the Privy Council on the same matter. I have made a 
rough calculation and it has come to four or five years. If the Privy 
Council has entertained an appeal it takes five years before a decision is 
arrived at. I find that the number of judgments that have been actually 
delivered during the last three or four years are not many. 

In 1922-23, 38 cases were decided by the Privy Council. In 1923-24- 
41 cases were decided. In 1924-25 50 cases were decided. Of those 60* 
cases 30 were dismissed so far as I have been able to calculate. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: What figures is the Hon^ 

ourable Member quoting? 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: I am giving the figures of the decided 
cases in the Indian appeals, by a regular counting from the Keports them- 
selves last night and I am sure I am accurate. If the Home Member is 
so much enamoured of the efficiency of the Privy Council, I would like 
him to become an appellant or a respondent before the Privy Council one 
day. The Honourable Sir Charles Innestand the Honourable Sir Basil 
Blackett had some experience in the matter of imported duties which 
were recovered by the Customs Department and which were asked to be 
refunded to the Eailway Department. But that was a sham fight though* 
at the cost of the tax-payer. But what happens to the people? I will 
quote one typical instance. There is a case in 50 Indian Appeals, p. 301. 
That case started in the year 1904 in India. It ended in 1924. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman; Is that a Madras case? 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Atyangar: I am not quite sure. Probably it was a 
Madras case. That case is a case in which a zamindar filed a suit against 
tenants for rents. It cannot be in each case more than Rs. 10,000 in' 
value. The matter went up to the Privy Council by a consolidated valua- 
tion of the batch of cases. Now, Sir, that was a case which was started 
before an ordinary revenue court for rents against tenants. The revenue 
courts decided it in a particular manner. The district courts confirmed 
it. The High Court confirmed it. Then the matter was taken to the 
Privy Council. The Privy Council reversed the judgment of the High 
Court. That was in 1914. The High Court had decided it in favour of' 
the landlord in 1908. He filed intermediate suits between 1908 and 1914 
on the basis of the decision of the High Court. After the Privy Council 
reversed it the tenants went back for a refund of all the amounts which 
were collected by the landlord between 1908 and 1914. That matter 
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decided in favour of the tenants by the subordinate judge, confinned by 
the High Court. The matter went up to the Privy Council, but the Privy 
Council said that the tenants were not entitled to get a refund of the 
anioiQit. So the matter w’ent up twice to the Privy Council. On the 
first occasion the tenants succeeded in having the rent established at 
Its. 2-12-0 an acre. The second time it went up the landlord succeeded 
in establishing it at Rs. 6 an acre. The same case went on between the 
same two parties — I will not say the same tw^o parties, because they would 
not bo alive for such a long time (Laughter) or the legal representatives 
of the parties. This is exactly the efficiency of the Private Council. 
May I quote another small instance, if you will have the patience to hear 
it, of justice, equity and good conscience which is administered for the 
benefit of the people. A man aged 19 years executed a will in which he 
disposed of some property and in which he also authorised his wife to 
make an adoption after his death, and the document registered. Then the 
platter went right up to the Privy Council on the question of adoption. 
'The Privy Council, contrary to the decisions of the Indian courts, decided 
that the registration of that document was invalid, because he was a minor 
under the Guardian and Wards Act, though he was 19 years old, and there- 
fore his disposition of the property was illegal. Now as to the authority 
to adopt, the age of majority is only 16 years according to the Hindis Law 
when a man can give authority to adopt. But unfortunately in this case 
that authority to adopt w^as incorporated in that document, and as the 
registration of that document was held to be invalid, so the authority to 
adopt was also rendered invalid. (Laughter.) This is the equity and 
good conscience which is imparted to us from a distant shore. So, Sir, 
in spite of the admiration which my friend Mr. Jayakar has for the effi- 
ciency of tHat Committee, and even supposing the competence of Indians 
to sit on the Privy Council is denied by Mr. Jayakar, we have had enough 
of decisions which have caused troubles over even settled laws and which 
have developed litigation, as my friend Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar put it. I 
will not go into all the cases and points, because we cannot carry all these 
things in our heads, particularly Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, who gets his 
juniors to put up all these points to him. 

Hr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar: On a point of personal explanation, I may 
say, I was also a junior once. (Laughter.) 

Mr, 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: In regard to the decision of the Privy 
Council regarding an antecedent debt to support the validity of alienation 
made by a father, in regard to the effect of attestation in a document, and 
in regard to the effect of the registration of a document, about which this 
House has now my Bill pending before it and which has on the motion 
of Sir Hari Singh Gour been circulated for public opinion — all these points, 
including also the presumption to be drawn in the case of inam-grants, 
are matters in which the decisions of the Privy Council have led to a 
number of conflicting decisions which have upset all the previous settled 
law in this country. One notable example was a case in 61 Indian Appeals 
129. The previous decision of the Privy Council in 44 Indian Appeals 
126 was interpreted in different ways, one in the w^ay of the Full Bench of 
the Madras High Court and the other as in Allahabad. And both had 
to be reconciled in this other Privy Council decision contained in 51 Indian 
AppeaU 120 in which the observation in the previous decision are not 
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approved. What is it that this country has gained, therefore, by sending 
20 or 80 cases annually, which comes to an average of two or three cases 
per province? And all this is proposed to be at the cost of the tax-payer, 
and to the detriment of poor litigants at the cost of the rich who have 
taken cases for decision to that- eminent body called the Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council. What is it, Sir, i ask, that this country has 
gained, either in the way of an education in law or for the betterment of 
the condition of the people? I say that it is an absolute disadvantage to 
us to have a large number of courts, and particularly a court beyond our 
shores. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member must conclude his observa- 
tions now. His time is finished. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: Sir, I would only mention one point,; 
and that is I would suggest that if it is necessary we must have some 
tribunal here in this country which must sit to reconcile conflicting views 
or settle serious cases of importance either in our civil or criminal admi- 
nistration. I would suggest that a Judge be taken from each of the prin- 
cipal Courts in this country to form a tribunal which will sit for a week 
or two every year to bring together all conflicting decisions and decide 
important points without any cost or additional charge. That, I submit, 
Sir, will be a proper remedy for the settlement of these intricate ques- 
tions of law. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes to Three 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutes to Three 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Khan Bahadur Sarlaraz Hussain Khan (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum 
Orissa : Muhammadan) : Sir, the question before the House is the Kesolu- 
tion moved by the Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman, the Home Mem- 
ber. With regard to that motion, I neither am in favour of it nor quite 
against it. I am not against it in the sense that Judges of Indian experi- 
ence, if they have to go to the Privy Council, will no doubt be an acquisi- 
tion to the Privy Council, but I object to it on the ground that that in 
itself would not be of so great an advantage that we Indians should have 
to pay for that and that the pay of those Judges should come from the 
Indian revenues. It is entirely on this financial ground that I am opposed 
to it; otherwise, so far as the securing of Judges of Indian experience is 
concerned, I think there is no doubt that there will be an advantage. 
Some Honourable Members have made remarks regarding the point that 
the time has not come for the establishment of a Supreme Court in India. 
Well, Sir, I am quite opposed to that view. Now if the time has come 
for the establishment of self-government in India, then there is no reason 
to think that the time has not come for the establishment of a Supreme 
Court in India. There is not the slightest reason why there should not be 
a Supreme Court here in India to decide all constitutional questions of law 
instead of going so far as England for it; such a Court will itself have to 
decide the matters here, matters which have had to be earned oiitaide to the 
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Privy Council. And, further if the time has not come for the establish- 
ment of self-government in India, why do you clamour for it? So in my 
opinion it is as clear as broad day light that the time has come for 
the establishment of a Supreme Court in India and there is no reason why 
this question should be held up any longer. Doubts have been expressed 
as to the integrity of courts. I am quite opposed to that view. I have 
had a long experience of courts and have not found that so far as the mis- 
carriage of justice is concerned the courts are to blame; but rather that 
is duo to the members of the bar ; it is they, the vakils with their satellites 
and their touts who create all the trouble. I hope I will be pardoned 
for expressing these views. So it is neither the fault of the courts here 
nor of the High Courts nor of the Privy Council in England that mis- 
carriages of justice occur. It is true I think that an addition of Judges of 
Indian experience to the Privy Council, as proposed by the Honourable 
the HWe Member, will in every sense be an advantage. Then, Sir, much 
doubt has been expressed with regard to the decisions of the Privy Council. 
If you go on arguing in this way, you can have no end of it. Even the 
jatwas have been disputed at times. Mistakes occur everywhere. So if 
mistakes are made by Pandits, by Maulvis and theologians even in 
religion, there is no reason why we should attach so much importance to 
mistakes made here or there in district courts, in the High Courts. So, 
taking all these things into consideration, I oppose the Resolution moved 
only on financial grounds and not on political grounds. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhaxgava (Ambala Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 
Sir, I rise to oppose the Resolution of the Honourable the Home Member 
and to warn the House against the narcotic sought to bo administered 
through the insidious platitudes and implications of Indian experience and 
possession of knowledge of recent Indian law and practice. As an abstract 
proposition by itself, the Resolution has its attractions, but to rny mind, 
beneath its attractive veneer lies the repelling prospect of the perpetuation 
of the Privy Council in its present shape. I deem this Resolution, Sir, as 
an attempt to indefinitely put off the establishment of a Supreme Court 
in India. Sleeping draughts are not now favoured in medical science, 
but palliatives are still regarded as honoured recipes in political laboratories. 
I believe. Sir, the establishment of a Supreme Court is long overdue. It 
should have come as an inte^ual part of the reforms laving the foundation 
of judicial autonomy on the basis of similar colonial Supreme Courts. Sir, 
just as legislative bodies and other institutions provide a framework 
through which the national life of India is to pulsate vigorously and develop 
to the heights of which it is capable- in the fulness of time, the Supreme 
Court should have provided a framework of judicial autonomy: and my 
humble submission is that this framework of judicial autonomy should 
have been provided pan 'passu with other frameworks. In some quarters. 
Sir, this argument has been regarded as the argument of sentiment. It 
has been said, Sir, that there is no real demand for such a Supreme Court, 
and that there is a practical utilitv in the continuance of present arrange- 
ments, and that efficiency should not be sacrificed to sentiment. Sir, even 
if the gravamen of this argument were sound, I have no hesitation in say- 
ing that national sentiment would outweigh all other considerations. Sir, 
sentiment is the real bedrock of all that is good in human nature. Senti- 
ment is the life-blood of self-respect and sense of honour. Why fight shy 



SALARIES OP THE TWO MEMBERS OP THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 


2815 


of this sentiment? How those who know its value are influenced by this 
consideration would appear from the opinion of the Honourable the Chief 
Justice of Allahabad. He says: 

“ I think it desirable to establish a Supreme Court of Appeal in India for the trial 
of Civil Appeals on the ground of sentiment and encouragement of nationalism provided 
Indians are willing to bear the cost/* 

It will be interesting in this connection to quote the opinion of the Gov- 
ernment of the Punjab also. They say in their letter No. 5741, dated the 
‘29th September 1921: 

“ That though purely administrative arguments are against the establishment of this 
Supreme Court in India, the Governor in Council is of opinion that the establishment is 
necessary for reasons connected with national sentiment in order to give to Ii^dia that 
which Canada and Australia already possess.*’ 

The Madras High Court and other bodies arc in favour of this proposal 
and almost all the Bar Associations of the Punjab and the United Pro- 
vinces have favoured the idea. 1 will not trouble the House with any 
iurther quotations. But I submit, Sir, that on this ground alone the posi- 
tion of India should be assimilated to those in the Colonies and a Supreme 
Court should be established in India. Apart from that, Sir, there are 
otiier very good reasons why there should be a Supreme Court in India. 
My first reason is that the present criminal law of India provides only one 
appeal in Sessions cases. In cases where capital sentences are given the 
High Court is the final judge. In civil cases worth only Es. 600 two 
appeals are provided by law. Moreover in appeals against acquittals there 
is very good reason why there should be a court sitting over the High 
Courts. We know, Sir, that the Privy Council is disinclined to interfere 
in criminal cases unless those are cases of manifest injustice or infraction 
of some well established principle of law. What to speak of other cases? 
The Privy Council did not interfere even in the Punjab Martial Law ca'^es.j 
It is necessary to have a court in India with powers of criminal revision, 
reference and review sitting over the different High Courts. My second 
reason is that since a constitution has been granted to India and it is likely 
that questions of importance will arise, it is necessary to have a court to 
interpret and uphold the constitution. In all federations, such courts are 
an absolute necessity. The third point is the question of expense. This 
needs very serious consideration. Of late there is a tendency and it is 
generally felt that law is the servant of the long purse and the poor people 
cannot have their cases decided rightly. I know of several eases in my 
district which have gone to the Privy Council. In one case the property 
involved was about Es. 12,000. It was a pre-emption case and the expenses 
incurred amounted to the same amount plus Es. 5,000 or Es. 6,000 extra 
by way of interest which the people of that village had to pay. In fact. 
Sir, in many cases the poor party goes unrepresented in the Privy Council. 
It will be interesting to find how many cases which w’^ere decided by the 
Privy Council were heard ex parte. The fourth point is, Sir, that the 
cases are not well represented before the Judges of the Privy Council. 
Legal practitioners before the Privy Council are not acquainted '^rith the 
usages, custom and personal Inw of the parties and it is very difficult for 
ordinary litigants to go personally to such a long distance and instruct their 
counsel. So in many cases proper justice is not done. Because the 
judgments of the Privy Council are the judgments of the highest Court, 
and they are cited subsequently by High Courts as precedents, so in many 
cases great injustice is done. We have just heard how a case was decided 
in 20 years. But, Sir, I understand that 5 years is the average duration 
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and justice delayed is justice denied, to quote the Honourable the Home 
Member himself. It has been said, Sir, that if a Supreme Court were 
established in India able and competent Judges will not be found in India 
to fill the post and we shall be 


Mr. r. W. Allison: Does the Honourable Member commit himself to 
the statement that the average duration of a case in the Privy Council is 
five years? 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: I know of some cases in which the dur- 
ation has been much more than five years, and if the Honourable Member 
wishes me to give a list of those cases, I will supply him with that. 

Mr. F. W. Allison: I should like to have that. 

Pandit Thakurdas Bhargava: It has been said that if a Supreme Court 
is established in India able and competent Judges will not be found to 
fill tAe posts and we shall be deprived of the services and ability of distin- 
guished Judges of the Privy Council. Being a lawyer myself, I must say 
that in many cases the judgments of the Privy Council inspirp confidence 
and are a masterly exposition of the principles of justice and law, but need 
many instances be quoted in which the Judges have produced an intoler- 
able amount of mischief and uncertainty into established principles of law. 
As an illustration I would quote 39 Allahabad, page 437. Sir, in this rul- 
ing, their Lordships have defined antecedent debts If I mistake not 
at least 50 judgments have been delivered by various High Courts and al- 
most all the High Courts interpreted the ruling differently and the Privy 
Council have again themselves put another interpretation on their previous 
ruling. May I quote 101 and 124 Pimjab B, 1918 in which 2 per cent, 
per mensem rate of interest was upheld by the Privy Council. Sir, even 
conceding without admitting that we shall lose judicial perspicacity and 
reasoning, I must reiterate that the argument is one which must be dis- 
missed as soon as it is entertained. Does the Supreme Court of any other 
country possess British Judges? And then, Sir,' Sir Hari Singh Gour’s 
proposal does not say that British Judges should not bo appointed. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: But that is not before the House. 


Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: The proposal means the establishment 
of a Supreme Court and nothing else. That is the negation of the Eesolu- 
tion of the Honourable the Horne Member and as such it is before the 
House. 


It is very convenient, Sir, for the Honourable Mr. Duraiswomy 
Aiyangar and the Honourable Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar at the fag end of their 
career and practice, to find out that courts are evils and they should be 
boycotted, at least not multiplied, but the establishment of a Supreme 
Court. does not multiply courts, nor does it increase litigation. The whole 
scheme of the establishment of a Supreme Court is conceived in the spirit 
of robust nationalism, of which the Honourable Sir Srinivasa Iyengar and 
Mr. Duraiswami Aiyangar are the best exponents. But, Sir, some of them 
may be the likely competitors of Dr. Gour and they would rather not have 
a Supreme Coiudi than have a formidable rival in Dr. Gour. Sir, I oppose 
the Eesolution. 
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Mr. C Srinivasa Iyengar: Sir, on a point of personal explanation, I am 
not a “ Sir ” or a titled person at all. 

Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna: 
Non-Muhammadan llural) : Sir, I am much obliged to the Honourable the 
Home Member for the analysis which he has made about the position of 
the Members and parties on this side here with regard to this proposition. 
He has divided them into three groups and my friends have made them. 
into five groups. My Honourable friend Mr. Jayakar was telling 
us in this House a few days ago that wisdom was dawning 
upon some of us ; ^now three groups have developed into five 
groups. The Honourable the Home Member was frank in his 
statement — that his Government would not give us Swaraj or self- 
government and that it is a matter in which we should help ourselves. It 
was really very good on his part to have said so and that is a correct posi- 
tion which I, for my part, will accept; and he has been consistently very 
generous and quite impartial to everyone of the groups in this House ; no ' 
partiality — absolute impartiality in any and every respect. He has been 
3pm ^ telling us: ** You may belong to any party you 

like; so far as the Government is concerned, the position is 
this, you can never think of getting anything of self-government from the 
Government itself.** So wisdom must be dawning upon some of us having 
regard to this very impartial treatment of every one of us. I cannot 
^ree with my Honourable friend Mr. Jayakar when he says that Indian 
judges were not so popular as some of the civilian judges. [An honourable 
Member: ** He never said that.**) I thought he said so. If I am mis- 
taken in that respect I do not wish to refer to it at all. I oppose this 
proposition first on the ground that the cost of taking a case to the Privy 
Council has been almost proUbitive even to those who can afford to pay, 
secondly, on the ground of delay that is caused in the administration of 
justice. I can tell the Honourable Members of this House that I have 
known some cases which have not been finally decided even after 16 or 
16 years. The parties, successful as well as unsuccessful, have been ruined 
on account of the expenses of litigation .... 

Mr. K. Ahmed: Whoso fault' is that? 

Mr. T. Prakasam: It is the fault of the system and of the people who 
have not been able to realise the evil consequences of litigation. Anybody 
who has to take a case to the Privy Council has to incur prohibitive print- 
ing charges ho has to deposit a security for costs of the other side and he 
has to engage counsel and solicitors in England paying enormous charges. 
This cost is the first great trouble. Then as regards the constitution and 
character of the Privy Council, my Honourable friend Mr. Allison over 
there challenged the statembent of the Honourable Mr. Srinivasa 
Iyengar that the Privy Council is not really a judicial tribunal. It is a 
very elementary matter; every one knows it and nobody can dispute, that 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council is not really a judicial tribu- 
nal. It is a tribunal that has arisen out of the prerogative of His Majesty 
the King Emperor. That has continued in some form or other. I hap- 
pened to be in that court not merely as a student, but even as a lawyer, 
in cases argued before that tribunal: and I can tell you how cases were 
heard, on occasions when I happened to be present. One of the most 
eminent of the presiding Judges got out of his seat and went to the 
chimney in which a fire was burning, and stood in front of the fireplace as- 
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the case was argued. It is just like the hearing of a case by His Majesty 
-the King Emperor himself when His Majesty was exercising the Eoyal 
prerogative. Now about the competency of the Judges, Sir. As my Hon- 
ourable friend Mr. Jayakar has pointed out, it is quite true that some of 
the most eminent Judges of the House of Lords and other courts in 
England sit on that Committee and attempt to understand and decide 
cases. Two Judges who have been presiding for a very long time are 
Sir John Edge and Mr. Ameer Ali. There were cases in which I myself 
found it very difficult to instruct the senior coui^iiel with whom I was 
associated there, in Hindu Law cases, because the subjects were so diffi- 
cult and they were not familiar with them. The top-most gentlemen in 
the legal profession including ex-Attorney General were engaged sometimes 
in Indian cases and even they found it very difficult to grasp the 
several questions presented to them by their own juniors. In the end what 
I a mess was made. These are cases involving several crores and lakhs of 
rupees, and how were they disposed of by the Judges who did not under- 
stand the custom or law^with the aid of the counsel who were not able to 
present the cases well owing to their inability to understand? How could 
they be expected to decide cases under Muhammadan law and cases under 
Hindu law? Formerly there were Supreme Courts in India. The present 
High Courts are supposed to have taken the place of those Supreme Courts. 
In those days justice was done much better than now. When questions 
affecting Hindu or Muhammadan law came up Pandits and Maulvis were 
sitting by the side of the Judges interpreting the texts and original docu- 
ments to enable the Judges to do justice. Now, to say that justice could 
be done in these days, with regard to these laws, is simply a perversion 
of truth. It is a mere chance and accident; it is a gamble in litigation, it 
is a criminal waste of money. I may tell the Honourable Members of 
this House of one typical instance to show the incompetency of this tri- 
bunal. There was a case in which my Honourable friend Mr. Duraiswamy 
Aiyangar appeared against my client in one of the courts.' It was a very 
simple case. A mortgage bond was executed by one zamindar, his client, 
in favour of mine, another zamindar. It w'as a registered document, duly 
attested. When a suit was filed for recovery of the money, an extraordi- 
nary defence was raised by the client of this ingenious friend of mine, 
Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Laughter) relying upon a Privy Council deci- 
fiion. The plea was: “It is quite true that I executed this mortgage- 
bond, it is quite true that I borrowed some lakhs from the plaintiff, but I 
say that this document is invalid because I did not sign in the presence 
of the two testators who signed the document.” For this he relied upon a 
Privy Council decision. There was a Privy Council decision which was 
quite wrong. Could you ever think of a decision like that? In England 
where the common law courts were exercising their jurisdiction in a most 
technical manner, sticking to the letter of the law and denying sub<=tantial 
justice, equity courts jurisdiction came in. It was again equity jurisdiction 
of His Majesty the King Emperor 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: What was the fate of your client in that 
case? 


Mr. T, Prakasm: The fate of my client was quite good because the 
Judge WM one who could get out of the letter of the law of the Priw 
Council decision and he characterised the defendant as one of the periu- 
rors and liars of this country. (Laughter). But allow mo to complete the 
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story, Sir. It so happens that this gentleman who has been characterised 
to be a liar was lifted up to one of the topmost places in the Presidency 
by the Government of Madras and the Judge who gave such a judgment 
had lost all prospect of becoming a Judge of the High Court. So my sub- 
mission is that it is really cruel that this country should be now called 
upon to pay £4,000. My submission is that £400 which is now paid under 
the old Act .... 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Who is it being paid by? 

Lala Lajpat Ral: By the English Exchequer for an English Court. 

Mr. T. Prakasam: Sir, I submit that £400 is an adequate honorarium 
for the gracious services which these gentlemen render by presiding over 
the Judicial Committee and hearing cases while they warm themselves in 
front of a fire and ultimately giving judgment on a technical point or on 
a point of law. When they give decisions on points of law after they 
understand the case clearly I ^mit that their decisions are masterly pro- 
ductions and I have the greatest respect for the learned Judges of Great 
Britain because I had been a student there myself and had learnt much 
from them. I have nothing to say against them. But when they have 
to decide Indian cases and apply the principles of Indian law after hearing 
counsel for one or two hours it is really a difficult matter. The Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council as it is to-day has contributed more to- 
wards perpetrating unhealthy and imholy litigation in this land by much 
hair-splitting 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar: In the law of adoption particularly. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : In everything ; it would be a fruitless task to go into 
details in these matters. They considered it their duty to do some service 
to this land by presiding over this Committee for an annual sum of £400. 
That is quite a good amount and India should not be taxed to pay more* 
Whether we get self-government or not, whether you give it or not, the 
people outside are watching you and us and they will take good care of 
what you and we do and also of self-government themselves. You will 
no doubt be doing your duty and they will do their duty and we will do ours. 
I appeal to you. Sir, to please withdraw this Eesolution. 

Honourable Members; I move that the question be now put. 

Bai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Boy (Bengal Mahajan Sabha ; Indian Com* 
merce): Sir, I desire to occupy the attention of this House just for a 
few brief minutes only, I am sorry I cannot support my Honourable 
friend Sir Hari Singh Gour’s demand for the establishment of a Supreme 
Court here in India. I stand here to-day more as a litigant and a business 
man than as a lawyer. I cannot believe that such a costly institution as 
a Supreme Court should be established in India. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: On a point of order. Sir. I submit that is not 
the question before the House. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member himself spoke for twenty- 
five minutes on the question of the Supreme Court. (Laughter.) 

Bai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan Boy: Sir^ I do not think that I aip using 
the language of exaggeration when I say that such an institution would 
be an unmixed evil in this country. It would add to the cost of litigation 
in an impoverished country like India. I oppose this. I cannot under- 
stand why such a costly institution should be established here inasmuch 
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as the Judicial Committee would remain all the same in England, and 
we cannot do without the same. We cannot think of another Supreme 
Court so long as the Judicial Committee cannot be dispensed with. That 
is the view which I take. My Association, which I represent here, would 
not support such an institution. My Honourable friend Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh has referred to the opinion which was expressed by the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce of which I am a member, and the Marwari 
Association. I believe they expressed their opinion in support of a Supreme 
Court in India under the impression that the Judicial Committee would 
give place to the Supreme Court in India. Of course I am speaking sub- 
ject to correction. I can say this with confidence and without fear of 
contradiction that Bengal does not want this Supreme Court." The 
Calcutta High Court have expressed their opinion definitely against it, 
and what is more, the Bar Association and the Vakils' Association, the 
♦members of which would he directly benefited and would gain by such an 
institution in India, have themselves disapproved of this project. I am 
sorry I cannot lend my support to this scheme. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar has paid a glowing tribute to th^ Indian Judiciary 
which is appointed, on the recommendation of the High Courts, by the 
Government of India and the Local Governments. There may be jobbery 
in the case of these appointments here by sundried bureaucrates ; but T 
believe the Lord Chancellor of England would be impartial in making 
appointments to the Judicial Committees. I therefore do not share, I am 
sorry, the view which has been expressed by my esteemed friend Mr. 
Jayakar on this point. I support the amendment of my Honourable 
friend Mr. Neogy which appears to me to be an" eminently sensible proposi- 
tion. A clear precedent has been created in the Council of India to which 
reference has been made by the Parliamentary Joint Committee. In 
their report they have stated ae follows: 

** Later on in this Beport it will be suggested that Indian Members of the Council 
of India in London should be paid a higher scale of remuneration than those members 
of the Council domiciled in the United Kingdom. The same principle might suggest 
to the Legislative Council that it was reasonable' for the ministers of the provincial 
Government domiciled in India to be paid on a lower scale of remuneration than the 
^European members.** 

My friend Mr. Neogy has referred to this fact in support of the amend-, 
ment which he has placed before the House. I think on the same principle 
Indian lawyers of experience Ought to be remunerated on a higher scale 
by means of an allowance. Their ordinary salary ought to be :^ed at £2,000 
a year and if any Indian lawyers of experience — and I believe they will 
be available to serve on the Judicial Committee — are appointed another 
extra allowance of £2,000 ought to be provided for them. I think the 
Better class of lawyers and the better type of Indian lawyers of experience 
will be attracted to the Judicial Committee if such a provision is made. 
Otherwise I fear the anticipations of my friend Mr. Jayakar may prove 
correct. Can we think of a better man than Lord Sinha to serve on the 
Judicial Committee? I am sure my Honourable friend Mr. Jayakar 
would welcome such a sober and sound lawyer as Lord Sinha on the 
Judicial Committee. Sir, I support the amendment of my friend Mr. 
Neogy. 

Honourable Members: I move that the question be now put. 
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The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddlmait; Sir, I oannot on the pre- 
sent occasion complain that the House is empty when I rise to on 

this important Besolution which has been under consideration of the House 
for a considerable period. I have scarcely listened to a debate with greater 
interest. This is one of the occasions when the House has permitted itself 
to speak its mind — its various minds — and to express in a manner which 
I wish sometimes that it would do on other matters where prejudices 
prevent it from expressing its mind. (Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar: 

** Question.*’) My Honourable friend '8ay.s question ”. T propose to 
deal with him individually later on and 1 think he will not then say 
question ”. The House has approached this subject from many points 
of view. We have heard some remarkable speeches, speeches which I 
think will afford useful points for observation when we are dealing with 
other legislation. I have heard a very distinguished lawyer from Madras 
express his opinion, if I understand him aright, that multiplicity of courts 
is an evil. Sir, I should have thought that that was a point that hardly 
lies in the mouth of those who resist every motion from this aide Of the 
House to reduce appeals. I should have thought that it hardly lies in 
the mouth of one who, if I am correctly informed, has practised with the 
greatest honour and profit at the Bar. I should have thought that it hardly 
lay in the mouth of one who owes, as I understand, his success in life to 
the courts established by the Government. That is one observation which 
I shall permit myself to make on the speech of my Honourable friend 
opposite. 

* f 

Then, Sir, this debate has developed with a subtlety which is really 
remarkable. When I see how subtle some of the arguments employed are, 

I am inclined to thank providence for the general method of a portion of 
this House which rather relies on prejudice than on argument because 
I am one of those stupid people who find it difficult to reply to arguments 
as subtle as those that have been employed. I have been told that because 
the appellate power of the Privy Council originates, as theoretically it 
undoubtedly does, in the prerogative right of the Crown, that is a ground 
and a sufficient ground for holding that no assistance should be given by 
»this country in obtaining the services for which it does not pay at present. 
We have been told, moreover, that the Privy Coimoil’s ii^uence on the 
law of India has on the whole been detrimental. That, Sir, is a state- 
ment that I do not believe can be maintained by any fair-minded man. 
I affirm, and I affirm with the greatest conviction, that the influence of 
the Privy Council is and continues to be most valuable in regard to the 
administration of law in this country; and I will go on to say that if this 
30untry continues in the future to have courts — I repeat it — ^if this country 
continues to have any courts established by any law and under any Gov- 
ernment whatever, in those courts the dicta and the judgments of the 
Privy Council will continue to be respected and quoted, whatever the 
Government then existing may be. Mv Honourable friend referred t'^ the 
gift of memory as one of the most valuable gifts that can be granted td 
a lawyer; and, Sir, when I peruse some of the documents that come 
before me I can well believe that this is regarded in some quarters as the 
greatest gift of the lawyer. I venture to differ from that and I venture 
to hold the view that it is the gift of selection that is the mark of a lawyer 
and that the gift of memory is the mark of a handicraftsman. It is iust 
the fact that the Privy Council has brought into the law of this Sountry 
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the gift of selection that has made their judgments so yaluable to the 
courts in this country and to the administration of law in this country. 

Then, Sir, a very curious argument was used in reference to the detached 
minds of English Judges. What that exactly means I do not know. Is 
it suggested that those who go with Indian experience have not got 
detached minds, or is it suggested that lack of knowledge is in itself a 
recommendation? Sir, Mr. Jayakar made a very powerful speech which 
I listened to with the greatest interest. He referred to the Act of 1833 
as the beginning of the corruption of the Privy Council. Now Mr. Jayakar 
is a lawyer and his speech was in many ways the most interesting speech 
made in the course of this debate. But has Mr. Jayakar ever heard the 
names of men like Peel, Colvin, Peacock, Wilson and Lord Hobhouse? 
And does he suggest that those minds have brought nothing to the great 
bulk of law that has derived its source in the Privy Council ? 

' Mr. M. R. Jayakar: On a point of personal explanation, Sir. I say 
that these are not the class of men that your £4,000 a year would draw.. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Sir, they were the men 
who were appointed under the Act of 1833; they were the men who sat 
in virtue of that Act and they are the men who my Honourable friend 
suggests corrupted the Privy Council. They did nothing of the kind; they 
brought the greatest honour to that tribunal and they brought the greatest 
advantage to the people of India. Those, Sir, are the men and other men of 
that class were the men who Have served for a honorarium of £400 a year, 
men who at any rate had a sense of civic duty and have shown the way 
which others might well copy who decline to serve in more lucrative posts 
in this country. I will tell this House here and now that one of our 
greatest difficulties in staffing the High Courts of this country is that men 
in big practice will not take High Court Judgeships; and why will they not 
take them? Because they cannot get enough money out of them, and 
that is the only reason. {Cries of “ No 

Mr, T. Prakasam*: You must change the Charter Act. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Then, Sir, Mr. Jayakar 
referred to the enhancement of the emoluments of these Judges as likely 
to lead to jobbery. I do. not understand what he means. I fail to under- 
stand that at all. Does he suggest that because the Lord Chancellor draws 
£10,000 a year and sits on the Privy Council, he is appointed in virtue of 
a job, while if we propose to pay men, who are to sit and hear Indian 
appeals, a reasonable salai^, they are supposed to be appointed in pur- 
suance of some form of jobbery? Is it jobbery to pay a Judge a reasonable 
fee for services performed? I do not understand the argument at all,. 
Why does he think so poorly of his countrymen? Does he mean to sug- 
gest that no Indian Judges will go to England and perform their duties 
on a reasonable salary except the sort of men who are not fit for the post? 
Surely that is a grave reflection on his own nation, which I for one refuse 
to endorse. 

Mr. M. R, Jayakar, The Honourable the Home Member completely 
misunderstands the point of my speech. What I said was that the right 
type of Indians will not be drawn away from this country at all as the 
Honourable the Home Member practically admitted. So, that class is 
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entirely out of the question. The right type of Englishmen will not be 
drawn for various other reasons which I have explained in my speech. 
The result is that the class of aspirants that will be drawn will be persons 
to whom the £4,000 a year are a greater attraction than the work of dis* 
pensing justice. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddixnan: 1 am very glad my Hon- 
ourable friend has made the point perfectly clear — ^which is that for this 
£4,000 a year you will get nobody but men who will take it up for the 
sake of money. That point I deny entirely and I hope the House will 
endorse my view. Because a man is paid a reasonable fee, is it to be 
supposed that he is doing something in the way of jobbery? Then another 
Honourable Member — have not noted down his name here — ^referred to 
the fact that the Secretary of State’s salary is now transferred to the 
English budget. It seems to me that I have never heard a more irrelevant 
argument brought in to oppose this Eesolution. Now, Sir, I have spoken 
with ^ome warmth on this subject, more warmth than I should have done. 
I do not desire to alienate the House by adopting that kind of attitude, 
but I do feel very strongly that the reflections that have been made on 
these men who for a miserable honorarium have performed duties of the 
very greatest benefit to India — reflections not only on their Lordships of 
the Privy Council but also on Judges of the High Courts — are quite un- 
founded and ought to be resented. (Mr. JSl. Ahmed: ‘‘Contempt of 
fcourt. ”) 

Now, Sir, many Honourable Members have expressed their objection 
to a Supreme Court at the present moment. I tried in my opening speech 
to show that this Resolution of mine is not necessarily incompatible with 
the idea of a Supreme Court in the future. My Honourable friend Mr. 
Allison, whom I must congratulate on his speech, made it quite clear that 
responsible self-government would mean, if the country so wished, a 
Supreme Court and a Supreme Court given now will neither hinder nor 
advance the cause of self-government. Nor do I think that it affords any 
justification for the Honourable Members who cherish that wish to vote 
against my Eesolution. They must know that it is a question of practical 
politics. Some years must elapse before such an institution could possibly 
be set up, even supposing that the opposition which was voiced in many 
quarters of this House to that institution was overcome. Therefore you 
have to provide for a considerable number of years for the hearing of these 
appeals and I suggest that my Eesolution does provide a reasonable, practi- 
cable and fair way of doing it. 

One Honourable Member observed that it was a miserable meanness for 
the Government of England to come to the Government of Indi|^and ask 
us to meet half the expenditure. I think myself that is an ektyemely 
reasonable position. The Government of England have borne this expendi- 
ture for nearly 100 years and they now propose to spend in the future 
ten times more than they spent in the past. They ask us to put up an 
equal amount. That is a very generous offer which the House would 
be very unwise to refuse. There is no Colony, no Dominion, no part of 
His Majesty's Dominions where the British Government make any special 
pension at all to provide for the hearing of their appeals except in the 
ease of India. That, Sir, is a matter whioh the House should not. lose 
sight of. 
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I now turn to the amendments. I believe I am correct in saying that 
my Honourable friend Mr. Aney has withdrawn, Or wishes to withdraw 
with the permission of the House, to f)ut it more correctly, his amendment* 
in favour of the amendment in the name of my Honourable friend Mr. 
NeOgy. I must confess that at first sight Mr. Neogy*s amendment seemed 
to be a very reasonable amendment and one which I should have had very 
seriously to consider. With the principle of that amendment I have a good 
deal of sympathy, But if my Honourable friend will examine the actual 
effect of his amendment I think he will see that it is an impossible amend- 
ment. He proposes to substitute for clause (3) of the existing Eesolution 
the following : 

“ Thai if either of them is a person with an Indian domicile, £2,000 per annum 
shall be paid from Indian revenues as allowance to him in addition to such salary as 
may he granted to him from the British Exchequer.*’ 

I 

and ho proposes to snhstilule in the last paragraph of the Eesolution the 
word “alJowaiice’' for tlic word “salary”. Mow, Sir, let us examine dhc 
actual effect of this amoudineut. Ti must be perfectly clear to the House 
that the persons appointed under the powers which this Eesolution asks 
will be of two classes. One class will be barristers either of Indian or 
other domicile. Now as regards barristers of either Indian or other domi- 
cile, the amendment is consistent enough, because the Indian domicile 
barrister would get .-£2,000 from Homo revenues and he would get £2,000 
from the Indian reveinios. Tho English barrister would only get his 
£2,000 from the Horne revenues. But how would it work in the case 
of a retired Judge? Take for example a case with which my Honourable 
friend v/ill be familiar, the case of an ex-Clm*f Justice of Ihmgal with a 
pension of £1,800. If he was of Indian dornieile the result of this would 
be than he would get £2,0(X) from English revenues and £2,000 fromi 
Indian revenues less his pension of £1,800. Thai is in all he will get 
£2,200. Now let us take tlie case of an ex-Chief Justice with a non- 
Indian domicile. He would get nothing from the Indian revenues. He 
would got £2,000 from the English revenues plus his Indian pension 
of £1,800, which will give him £3,800. Now, it. is obvious that there 
must be something wrong in an amendment which would work out in that 
way and therefore on that ground alone I must oppose the amendment. 

My Honourable friend Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan would 
like to have everything of the best in this best of all possible worlds. He 
would like to improve the Privy Council but would not like to pay for it. 
That is an attitude of mind which is very common but it is not possible 
in tin’s world of sin to have your cake and eat it too. And my Honour- 
able friend must either resign himself to an unimproved Privy Oouncil oi 
8upport%ay Eesolution. I have no doubt he will take that course. 

I would turn again to Mr. Jayakar whose speech I listened to with the 
greatest interest because I felt that it was a frank expression of opinipp 
from a man who was speaking from his heart and was not mincing his 
words. Now, I ask Mr. Jayakar who I believe is a man open to conviction 
whether as a matter of fact when he comes to think it over he does desire 
to maintain the position which I suggest is an impossible position thai 
these Judges appointed under the Act of 1833 have been a source ol 
weakness to the court-. I maintain on the contrary that they have been 
a source of strength. I ask Mr. Jayakar whether on a full reflection ol 



SALABIBS OF THE TWO MEMBERS OF THE PBIVT COUNCIL. 

the case he does not believe that he will actually obtain the kind of men 
he and I both want to see in the Privy Council. If the House agrees to 
my Eesolution, it will provide for a reasonable sum for doing work which 
ought to be reasonably remunerated. I appeal to the House to give that 
earnest consideration and I beg it not to be misled by the many red 
herrings that have been drawn across the tra^. I ask the House not to 
turn down this Resolution, because if it does so, this is the end of all 
attempts to strengthen the Privy Council. And that of course would 
give supreme satisfaction to some of my Honourable friends who dislikes 
the Privy Council but would not give supreme satisfaction to the people 
of this country or, I trust, to this House. 

Mr. President (addressing Mr. Aney): Does the Honourable Member 
wish to press his amendment? 

Mr. M. S. Aney: No, Sir, I beg leave to withdraw it. 

The amendment* was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President: Does Mr. Neogy wish to press his amendment after the 
speech of the Home Member? 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: In view of the observations made by the Honourable 
the Home Member I bog your pcrmissioti. Sir, to drop clause (2). 

Mr. President: I am afraid T cannot allow anv amendment at this 
stage. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: In that case I beg leave to withdraw. 

The t amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President: The question is that the following Resolution be adopt- 
ed, namely : 


“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council to take steps to 
secure — ■ 

(1) in the case of future appointments the enhancement of the salaries paid to 

tho two members of ITis Majesty’s Privy Council with Indian experience 
who sit on the Judicial Committee under the provisions of the Judicial 
Committee Act of 1833 to hear Indian appeals; 

(2) that they shall be persons possessed of recent knowledge of Indian law and 

practice ; 

(3) that their salary shall be £4,000 per annum each, half of -which shall be 

paid from Indian revenues; and 

(4) that during any period when this salary is enjoyed any pension, payable to 
. either of them from Indian revenues shall lapse.” 


♦That in clause (2) after the word “persons” the words “who are bona fide 
residents of India and ” be inserted. 

tThat for clause 3 of the Resolution, substitute the following : 

(3) That if either of them is a person with an Indian domicile £2,000 per annum 
shall be paid from Indian revenues as allowance to him in addition to 
such salary as may be granted to him from the British exchequer. 

And there is a consequential amendment to clause (4), namely, 

“ In clause 4 for the word ‘ salary * substitute the word * allowance *.** 
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The Assembly divided: 


AYES- 60 . 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince 
A. M. M. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C- 
Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sa^d. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 
A^anuar, Bao Bahadur Narasimha 
Gopalaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovaii, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Baja. 

Ghulam Kadir Khan DakEan, Mr. 

W. M. P. 

Qhuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Graham, Mr L. 

Greenfield, Mr. H. C. 

Haigh, Mr. P. B. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

limes. The Honourable Sir Charles. 


Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Bisaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung, U. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Macphail, The Bev. Dr. E. M. 

Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Mohammad Ismail Khan, Haji 
Chaudhury. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur, 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bajah, Bao Bahadur M. C. 

Bau, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Boy, Mr. K. C. ' 

Bo^ Sir Ganen. 

Biithnaswamy, Mr. M. 

Singh, Bai Bahadur S. N. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir. 


NOES— 49. 


Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 
Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Bangaswami. 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Birla, Mr. Ghanshyam Das. 
Chaman Lall, Mr. 

CEetty, Mr. B. K. Shanmukham. 
Chunaer, Mr. Nirmal Chunder. 
Das, Mr. B. 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 

Gavin- Jones, Mr. T. 

Goswami, Mr. T. C. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gulab 'WngK, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 
Iyengar, Mr. A. Bangaswami. 
Ivengar, Mr. S. Srinivasa. 

Jayakar, Mr. M. B. 

Jogiah Mr Varahagiri Venkata. 
Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. C. 

Kldwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 


uaniri i/Uaudhnry, Mr. Dhirendra 
Kanta. 

Lajpat Bai, Lala. 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 

Prak^am, Mr. T. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir 
Bahimtiilla, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim. 

Bao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, 

Bahadur. 

Sassoon, Sir Victor. 

Shafee, Maulvi Muhammad, 
bmgh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Smgh. Mr. Bam Narayan. 

Ganganand. 
bmha, Mr. Ambika Prasad 
Tok Kyi, U. 

Vishindas, Mr. Harchandrai. 

Yusuf Imam, Mr. 


Khan 


The motion was adopted. 
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BAILWAYS. 

Audit. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons (Financial Commissioner, Bailways): Sir, I 
move 

** That a sup|)lem6ntary sum not exceeding Rs. 11,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges whi^ will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1927, in respect of * Audit *. 

I need not, I think, Sir, detain the House with the details which have 
led to this increased demand; they are given in full in the blue-book. It 
will be observed that though we expect Rs. 11,000 more to be brought to 
account under this head, it does not represent any increase, but rather a 
decrease, in the total amount to be spent on statutory audit in the course 
of the year, for Es. 18,000 less will be spent under another hesid, under 
Demand No. 7. Sir, I move. 

Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Representative) : Sir, I move the amendment 
which stands in my name: 

“ That the Supplementary Demand in respect of ‘ Audit ’ be reduced by Rs. 100.** 

My object in moving this is simply to draw the attention of the Railway 
Board and of the Railway Department to one specific grievance. It is in 
connection with certain claims that have been made by people for refund 
of money paid by way of surcharge-tax. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: On a point of order. Sir. I ask your ruling 
whether the Honourable Member can raise on this motion the question of 
the rejection of claims for refunds of surtax. 

Mr. President: Why can he not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Demand No. B, Audit, provides purely for the 
salaries and allowances of the statutory audit staff, that is to say, of the 
officers and offices of the Accountant General, Railways, the Government 
Examiner of Accounts, the Chief Auditor of the Esist Indian Railway and 
the Clearing Office. Now none of these officers or offices has anything 
to do with the orders which have been issued by the Government instruct- 
ing the railways as to the manner in which they should deal with these 
claims for refund. Indeed these audit officers are not even concerned with 
the manner in which any payments by way of refunds are made or brought 
to account, for that is done by officers whose salaries appear under an- 
other Demand, No. 4, General Administration. My submission. Sir, is 
that had this motion been moved on the original Demand, it would have 
been out of order for these reasons, and that therefore it cannot be moved 
on a Supplementary Demand. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I would like to know from the Honourable Mr. 
Parsons to what accoimt the amounts collected by way of these surcharges 
were credited. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The amounts collected by this surcharge were 
collected by the railways and handed over to general revenues and do 
not appear in the Railway Budget at all. I am not certain under exactly 
what head of account in the General Budget they appear — ^No. 85, 
Miscellaneous, I think — but they do not appfear in the Railway . Budget at 
all. The railways merely acted in this matter as a collecting agency. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: So this amount was lying with the railways for some 
years in deposit, or not? 
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Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No. Sir. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Never? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: It was handed over to general revenues. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Immediately, as you received them? Is that the 
position ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Yes. 

Mr. M. S. Aney : Then why is it that applications for refunds are being 
received by railway companies and some of them are granting the applioa* 
tions and some rejecting the applications, and not sending them to the 
Finance Department or some other Department? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Because the railways were the collecting agency, 
and therefore the agency who know to whom refunds may be due. My 
objection to the motion, Sir, is not on the ground that railways did not deal 
\vith the collection of the surtax and the payment of refunds, but that these 
aydit officers, who are not under the Bailway Board but under the Auditor 
General, have nothing whatever to do either with the original collection of 
this tax or the payment of the refunds or with the orders under which thte 
payment of refunds is authorised. , 

Mr. President: Unless the Honourable Member from Befar can show 
bow this particular question which he wishes to raise is relevant to the 
motion before the House, I am afraid I cannot allow him. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I leave it to you to decide, Sir. I hpld in my hand 
certain orders fJIftsed by the Agent of the North Western Eailway as well 
as by other Agents on applications made by traders who have paid these 
surcharge taxes and orders have been passed and some claims have been 
rejected as time-barred 

Mr. President: That is a quite different maiter altogether, for which 
an explanation has been given by Mr. Parsons. What does the Honour- 
able Member say to that explanation? 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Mv impression was that these amounts were lying 
for some time in deposit with the railways. 

Mr. President: That impression is wrong. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: Now that Mr. Parsons has definitely stated that it 
was never done, I am afraid I have nothing to urge on the point. 

Mr. President: The question is ... . 

(At this stage Mr. Eanga Iyer rose to speak.) 

I am afraid I cannot allow the Honourable Member to go back to his 
motion. 

Mr. 0. S. Bangs Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : I am not moving my motion, Sir. I am making an observa- 
tion. I am not going back, but I want to speak on the motion that the 
Supplementary Demand in respect of Audit be reduced by Rs. 100. It 
is printed on the agenda alsot 

Mr. Presidwt: It is printed on the agenda, but the Honourable Mem- 
ber was not OThi| place when the Demand was taken up, and therefore 
I had to call upon^ Mr. Aney to move. 
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Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer: I was in my place. (Honourable Members: 

Order, order.*’) I mean no disrespect but as Mr. Aney stood up and was 
called I could not; disobey the Chair. 

Mr. President: The paper is with the Honourable Member. He knows 
that his motion was put down first. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: Mr. Aney was standing .... 

Mr. President: But if Honourable Members do not protect their in- 
terests, the Chair cannot help them. The Honourable Member may speak 
on the main question. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer: I shall only place before you certain observa- 
tions which I submit I am justified in making, but I will not go back and 
move my motion. I submit to your ruling; and I thank you for giving 
me this opportunity to make the observations. 

In reply to some observations during the General Budget which I 
made, the Honourable tlie Commerce Member said that if I raised it 
during ihis debate,, he would answer it. Hero is an opportunity for 
Mr. Parsons, as the Honourable Member can really serve the ends of 
economy as well as the interests of large numbers of people by locating 
the Cleju’ing House in Lucknow. Sir, Ibefore the Oudh and Eohilkhand 
Eailway was amalgamated witli the East Indian Kailway, the former had 
entered into a kind of agreement with all their employees, 
and the agi’eement was that they would be confined during 
their period of employment to the United Provinces. Most of those 
gentlemen who had ]oined the s(*rvicc did so because head oflBce was 
in Lucknow and tliey belonged to Lucknow. Government could not, I 
admit, anticipate all that might happen in the future years. They could 
not an\icipatc, for instance, the amalgamation of the Oudh and Eohil- 
khand Eailway with the East Indian Eailway. I submit that the number 
of railway employees v/ho have been transferred is not so low as the 
Honourable the Commerce Member put il the other day, but about eight 
or nine hundred. He said about 200 or 300 men were transferred to 
Calcutta from Lucknow, but really about 800 or 900 people have been 
transferred. Of course in ihe list of transfers I cannot include their 
suffering dependants; otherwise my figure of 5,000 becomes correct. 
However, for this Clearing House about 800 to 900 people are required. 
There is accommodation for these people in Lucknow. Some corres- 
pondence has passed between the Au^t Office at Lucknow and the 
railway authorities here in regard to the available accommodation. It 
was found that the railway buildings at Lucknow could accomfhodate as 
many as 800 or 900. That is exactly the number of men on the Clear- 
ing Stouse staff. They need not go in for special additional building if 
they have the office located in Lucknow. That will be one saving, 
saving of money so far as buildings are concerned and the other saving 
is saving in efficiency. So far as saving in efficiency is concerned I do 
not want to repeat what I said the other day, regarding the advantc^ge of 
having the services of these trained and experienced clerks. I am Sure 
it is economical and that my Honourable friend Mr. Parsons will agree 
that Lucknow is more centrally situated 'for all the railways in India, 
both for the railw^s on the Punjab side^AS for the rest of the railways 
on the Burma side and the Calcutta side, and also for railways on the 
Bombay side. For instance, Jhansi is nearer to I^cknow thapi to 
Calcutta or to Lahore. 'Sir, the last consideration fi^ we location of the 
Clearing jpouse in Lucknow is the doing of justice w the employees,. of 
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Lucknow, who are to-day in Calcutta. The paltry allowance that has 
been given to them does not enable them to make both ends meet and 
ihen they are educating their children in Lucknow, thus keeping up two 
establishments, one in Calcutta and one in Lucknow, which they cannot 
afford. By locating the Clearing House in Lucknow these men will have 
an opportunity of coming back to their place from which they have been 
taken away against the terms of agreement and I do not think the Govern- 
ment could really keep them there. I am sure, Sir, the Honourable 
Mr. Parsons will make an endeavour to do justice to these clerks rither 
by locating the Clearing House in Lucknow or by some other suitable 
meems. I urge that the Clearing House should be located in Lucknow 
on the ground first of economy, secondly efficiency and thirdly because 
Lucknow has got a central situation. I do not want to m^e a long 
speech. I have presented the case of these gentlemen and the case for 
tne location of the office in Lucknow in my conversations in the lobby 
to 4 Mr. Parsons. Therefore I need not waste the time of the House by 
going into the matter in detail; as he fully understands the case of thesa 
poor employees, I am sure he will sympathise with them and that he 
will express what be really can do in this matter. 

Lala La]pat Bai (Jullundur Division: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, I 
want to make one observation on this question of the Clearing House. 
I understand that it is not a question between Lucknow and Calcutta 
only, but I understand it is a question between Lucknow and Calcutta 
and Lahore. v 

Mr, A. A, L. Parsons: And Delhi. 

Lala La|pat Bal: So far as Delhi is concerned, it is a different thing 
at the present moment. So far as my friend's plea against Calcutta is 
concerned, I join with him, but if several thousands of men from Lahore 
are going to be transferred to the Central Clearing House, it will be 
extremely unreasonable to transfer them to Lucknow. I suggest, how- 
ever, that a more central place than Delhi cannot be found. Therefore 
if there should be a Central Clearing House, it will be better, more con- 
venient, to people both in Lucknow and in Lahore if a Central Clearing 
House is to be situated at Delhi rather than at Lucknow. I wish the 
Honourable Member in charge would remember that point of view. In 
fact, a number of men from the Punjab will be affected in this matter. 
Three thousand is the number of clerks who are likely to be affected, 
whereas so far as Lucknow is concerned according to my friend's own 
statement some hundreds will be affected. So even in the matter of 
convenience and justice and efficiency, I think either they should be 
allowed to remain at Lahore or they should be brought to Delhi, but not 
transferred to Lucknow or Calcutta. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall (West Punjab: Non-Muhammadan): Sir, I do not 
want to take up the time of this House to any great extent but I would 
like to support the statement made by my Honourable friend Lala 
Lajpat Rai in connection with the desirability of having a Central Office 
at Delhi and not at Luckno#. The reasons given by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Eanga Iyer are cogent enough for a few plople who have been 
transferred fronr Lucknow to Calcutta, but if the office is to be removed 
from Calcutta to^ej^er Lucknow or Delhi, I submft. Sir, that there are 
very cogent reasons Vhy Delhi should be chosen in preference to Lucknow. 



DEMANDS VOB SUPPLBMBNTABY GRANTS. 28^1 

Honourable Members will remember that originally an ei^erimen1|. was 
made in this connection and the experiment was tried at Lahore and it 
was the Punjabi clerk who was really responsible for the success of the 
experiment when it was started in 1926. The four State Eailways that 
are going to join this particular scheme are the East Indian Eailway, the 
North Western Eailway, the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway and the 
Eastern Bengal Eailway, and I understand, Sir, that the Bombayt 
Baroda and Central India Eailway also intend to join the schenie. Now, 
for all these Eailways Delhi seems to be the centre between the United 
Provinces and the Punjab, so that in either case either for the United 
Provinces or the Pimjab there can be no hardship if Delhi is chosen,^ 
but there will be hardship, a definite hardship for the Punjab if Lucknow 
is chosen. Apart from that, if notice is taken of the distances covered, 
it will be seen that Delhi is really more convenient from the distance 
point of view. One point is that the Bombay, Bcuroda and Central India 
stations would be within easier reach of Delhi than Lucknow; all the 
stations on the North Western Eailway would be within easier reach of 
Delhi than Lucknow. Another point is that Delhi is the headquarters 
of the Eailway Board and it is the Eailway Board that is in charge of 
the policy in connection with these matters, and it is more desirable &ere- 
fore that the Clearing House should be situated in Delhi and should be 
in constant touch with the Eailway Board at Delhi. Then, another 
point was raised by my Honourable friend when he talked about the 
Burma Eailways, as really a point relevant to the consideration of 
choosing Lucknow rather than Delhi. I submit it is not at all relevant, 
because I understand it is not at all contemplated t^ have a Centred 
Clearing Office for all Eailways, and under this scheme the Eailway, 
Board will have more than one Clearing House. For Madras and for 
Burma I daresay there would be different Clearing Houses. It is certainly 
not a very good proposition to have one Clearing House for all of them. 
Another point that was mentioned by my Honourable friend was about 
the building. There was a reply given by my Honourable friend Mr. 
Parsons to the question put by Maulvi Muhammad. Yakub in regard to 
the buildings. The building at Lucknow is already in the possession of 
the Divisional Headquarters: staff and it is not relevant to say that tha 
building is available. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub: A portion of that building only. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: A portion of that building only, and the Honouiv 
able Member knows perfectly well that for this Clearing Office new 
machines have to be brought in which require a new sort of building to 
keep the dust away frum the machines and that the existing building 
will not suffice. What you want is to set up a new building; 
in any case you have your ofiico in occupation there at Lucknow, and in 
the circumstances, I submit that even that argument about the biailding 
is not a relevant argument. I have here in my hand a lirt prepared of 
various stations on the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Eailway 
showing the distances from Delhi and from Lucknow respectively sind 
from this statement I find that the large majority of the stations on the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Eailway are really nearer Delhi t^n 
Lucknow. In view of all these facts, I -tubmit that the Pimjab ought 
to have the first^^i^isideration as the Punjabi was the first in the field 
in making this experiment a success and secondly that A. large number ^of 
Punjabi clerks would be affected and that their posiUJon would be much 
belter if they were brought to Delhi than if they were shutited ofi to 
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Lucicnow. Considering therefore that in any case a new building would 
have to be set up, and considering further that Delhi is the headquarters 
of the Eailway Board, which has to deal with the policy connected with 
this matter, and finally that most of the stations that are on these rail- 
ways are nearer Delhi than they are to Lucknow, I would submit, Sir, 
that the Eailway Board should decide definitely to have the central office 
here in DflBii and not shift the office to Lucknow. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Sir, my task has been made much easier by 
my Honourable friends Mr. Chaman Lall and Mr. Lajpat Bai, Mid I 
think I can deal very briefly with the three points Mr. Banga Iyer 
raised. He suggested that we should locate the new Clearing Office at 
Lucknow on the grounds of efficiency and of economy, and on the ground 
that we should then be able to avoid the hardship we have caused re- 
cently by having had to transfer certain accounts and audit clerks from 
L-uolmow to Calcutta. Now with regar^^ to efficiency, I have little to 
add to what Diwan Chaman Lall has said. The Bailway Board have not 
vet definitely made up their mind where to locate the new Clearing 
Office. But I think it is almost certain that we shall loqate it at Delhi 
because it will deal with the transactions of four railways, the North 
Western Eailway, the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway, probably the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Eailway, and the East Indian Eail- 
way, and what is necessary is that, wherever the Clearing House is 
situated, the spot should be one which the vouchers from stations on 
these railways will reach as quickly as possible. Now of the stations 
which are affected on these four Eailways, about 2,500 are nearer to 
Delhi than to Lucknow and only 1,000 are nearer to Lucknow than 
Delhi; and probably that will be on the efficiency ground the deciding 
factor when we come to decide the question. On the economy ground 
it is easier still to reply. Part of the building in Lucknow is not at the 
moment occupied. The divisional office there does not occupy the 
whole building which is to be vacated 

Pandit Hirday Nath Konzru: What part of it is occupied? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am not sure. 

Maulvi Muhammad Yakub; A very small portion of it. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: We have other proposals in Lucknow, but if 
we do not use it the question will arise whether we should not get rid 
of it. In Delhi we are hopeful of getting adequate accommodation in 
offices already built, not in New Delhi, but in old Delhi, for there are 
a good many houses and offices and, I think, clerks’ quarters which have 
been vacated there. I think it will probably be possible to locate the 
rew Clearing House in Delhi with practically no expenditure on accom- 
modation except for alterations. In any case, before we come to a de- 
cision on the question, we shall of course look into the matter of the 
expenditure which will be involved. The final question relates to those 
clerks who have been recenfly. I think last Januggy, transferred from 
Lucknow to Calcutta. Now I do not agree with Banga Iyer that 
they were not ]|^Ie to transfer under the terms of their contracts, but 
I have a good decll of sympathy for them because, though they xnight 
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be liable under the terms of their contracts, no doubt they did not %te- 
see the amalgamation of the two Bailways and did ' not expect te be 
transferred to Calcutta. And there is a considerable amount of hard- 
ship when a man is uprooted in that way. Now though I do not esqpect 
that we can relieve that hardship to wy large extent by the creation of 
the Clearing Office either in Lucknow" or elsewhere, we are doing oitt 
best to meet it in a number of ways. The Agent of the jgast Lidiaii 
Hallway and the Chief Accounts Officer, under whom these clerks are, 
have been instructed, wherever vacancies occur in divisional offices up- 
country, to give -the first choice to men who have been transferred to 
Calcutta, provided of course that they are capable of performing the 
duties of the posts. In that way we have already, I think, transferred 
back up-country a considerable number of men. This morning for in- 
stance I had before me the question of extending the crew system and 
partly because of this difficulty over these clerks, we decided that ibe 
division to which the system should now be extended should be the 
Lucknow Division. We shall locate the headquarters of the crew there, 
and that should enable us to transfer further clerks back again from 
Calcutta, in this case actually to Lucknow. I propose to continue that 
practice and I think in a very short time, probably most at any rate of 
these clerks who have been transferred to Calcutta and do not like what 
is, after all, a very pleasant city, ,will get a chance of getting back nearer 
their homes. With this explanation, I hope my £Cimourabie friend will 
he satisfied. 

Mr. President: I am not sure how far the discussion that has so far 
proceeded is really permissible under the Supplementary Demand for a 
Grant, but as I have some doubt in the matter, I have allowed the dis- 
cussion to go on. I hope Honourable Members will not treat this as a 
precedent. 

The question is : 

*' That a aapplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 11,000 be granted to the Qoveraor 
General in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st March, 1927, in respect of ' Audit 

The motion was adopted. 


!!ompanibs and Indian States’ Shake or Sdbplus Profits and Net 

Earnings. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Sir, I move; 

" That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 10,30,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges which will come in course payment dnrSut 
the year ending 31st March, 1927, in respect of * Companies and Indiui States’ share M 
surplus profits and net earnings 

Here again, SbJihe reasons for this Supplementary Damand kawe 
%ep fully explaiaRfin the blue-book. 


The motion was adopted. , 
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Appboprution from thr Beservb Fund. 

Mr. A. A. L. Paraans: Sir, 1 move: 

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 7,06,000 be granted to the Qovernor 
General in Council to defrav the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st March, 1027, in respect of * Appropriation from the Beserve 
Fund 

This is^merely a balancing entry. 

The motion was adopted. 

Open Line Works. 

Mr* A. A. L. Parsons: Sir, 1 move: 

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 1,07,81,000 be granted to the Qovernor 
General in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st March, 1927, in respect of ' Open Line Works 

The reasons for this extra grant are stated succinctly in the blue-book 
and were also explained at the time of the debate on the Bailw^ 
Budget. 

The motion was adopted. 

Strategio Lines. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsona: I move: 

** That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 15,43,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st March, 1927, in respect of * Strategic Lines 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra (Member for Industriea 
and Labour): Sir, I beg for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Indian Mines Act, 1928, for certain purposes. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Sir, I introduce the 
BiU. 

Sir, I move that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinions thereon. 

I have given a fairly full explanation of the Bill in the Statement of 
Pbjects and Eeasons and I do not propose therefore to discuss the Bill 
at length at this stage. When the present Indian Mines Act was under 
discussion in this House in 1923 some Members were strongly of opi- 
idon that a direct limitation should be placed on the daily hours of work 
of miners. The Bill now before the House, if it beccmes law, wijl secure 
that object for it will prevent the employmei^ of^ersons in mines for 
more than 12 hours daily. But if this were the object which the 
Bill would securf it might be argued with some force that the Bill was 
unnecessary, for although miners in some cases remain in the mines for 



THE INDUN MUOiS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 2885 

comparatively long periods the miner who works for more than 12 hours 
a day must be extremely rare. I have myself visited a number of 
mines but I did not come across any miner so industrious as to work 
fpr more than 12 hours. Most of them actually work for much smaller 
periods. 

The main object of the Bill is to secure greater regularity in the 
hours of work in mines. If it comes on our Statute-book in 8ue cotirse, 
the mine-owner who wishes to keep his mine open for more than 12 
hours a day will be compelled to divide his workers into shifts and to fix 
the hours of their entry into and exit from the mine. In place of the 
haphazard system at present in operation in many mines, by vrhich the 
miner enters as he pleases and remains in the mine for indefinite 
periods, there will then be substituted a system by which miners will 
enter the mines at specified hours and will leave the mines at the end 
of regular periods. I do not propose. Sir, to waste further the time of 
the House, for if I made a longer speech I might provoke my Honourable 
friend Mr. Joshi into making a still longer one and that might let loose 
ihe flood of eloquence on this House. I move my motion, Sir. 

Mr. President: The question I have to put is that the Bill be Qirou* 
lated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 

(Mr. Chaman Lai .rose in his place.) 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to speak at thie 
stage of the Bill? 

Mr. Ohaman Lall (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, in spite 
of the fact that the Member in charge of the Bill was afraid of provok- 
ing a flood of eloquence I will, with your permission, make a few bumble 
observations in my own uneloquent humble manner; because I notice^ 
Sir, that the very first point of the Bill is that the Honourable Member 
docs not intend that the Bill should come into operation before the 
>ear 1930. Now I for one see no reason why if, in the opinion of the 
Honourable Member, certain legislation has to be taken in hand for the 
betterment of the miner’s condition and the regulation of his hours, that 
legislation should wait for another three years. There may be technical 
difficulties. Well, let us hear of those technical difficulties; but on hu- 
rianitarian grounds, if it is right and just that the provisions of this 
amendment should be brought into force in 1930, why should they not 
be brought into force at the earliest moment possible? Besides, I do 
not know what the Honourable Member’s intention is in wanting to 
elicit public opinion ih regard to this Bill. Docs the Honourable Mem- 
b(*r intend to take three years in obtaining this opinion, or does he in- 
tend, to introduce this Bill at the earliest possible moment when he has 
obtained public opinion, say in the September Session at Simla. I sub- 
mit, Sir, that the question dealt with in the provisions of this amende 
ment of the Indian Mines Act, is a very important one, and I consider 
that instead of submitting a Bill of this kind for the purpose of elioitihg 
opinion the Honoura^ Member would have done very much bettet 
if he had brought tb#measure into line with civilised legislation in other 
civilised countries and then submitted his proposed legislation to 'the 
miblic for an expression of the public’s opinion. As it is, what the 
honourable Member proposes is this, that there shall be shifts, riiijfls of 
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12 hours each, that is, in the year 1927 — beg your pardon, in the year 
1930; after 3 more years of civilisation which we shall have, we shall be 
ccmpelling Indian miners to go into the mines and work 12 hours a day 
no doubt for a limited number of days per week, but 12 hours at a 
stretch in the coal mines. Now I do not know of any civilised country 
in the wond where such a state of things is permitted. I understand 
that the average British miner does not work more than 6 to 7 hours. 
{An Honourable Member: . “ What about Eussia?*') There was a 
tremendous strike in Great Britain because they wanted to increase the 
hours to 8. And the same is true about other civilised countries. {An 
Honourable Member: “ What about Eussia?'’) My Honouirable friend 
knows more about Eussia than I do perhaps and he can get into touch 
with Eussia and find out for himself. If he does not know anything, 
Tj will hand him the Soviet Eussian Year Book. I consider the condi- 
tions in Eussia to be very much better than they probably are anywhere 
else in the world, but whether they are or not, I am not asking the Hoy- 
curable Member to follow the example of Eussia. I am asking the 
Honourable Member to follow the example of Great Britain in this res- 
pect; If labour in the mines is arduous, if labour in the mines is 
dangerous, if labour in the mines is of such a nature that it undermines 
the health of the worker working in the mines, theq it is up to the Hon- 
ourable Member to bring in legislation to make it impossible for any 
coal-owner to make his worker go into the mine and work for 12 hours 
at a stretch. Legislation should be brought in to enable no employer to 
make his worker work for more than 6 or at the outside 7 hours in the 
coal mines. That is one point. I do not want this Bill to be circulated 
without recording my opinion or the opinion of those who support me 
in this matter, because we consider that to put in provisions of this na- 
ture and demand public opinion on them would be to give a wrong load 
to the public. The right lead would be to bring in a measure in line with 
civilised legislation in all civilised countries and then ask public 
opinion in regard to it. 

There is another small foint here about notices being put up. Now, 
the Honourable Member was once responsible for taking me and my friend 
Mr. Joshi to the coal mines in Jheria, and I was really surprised when I, 
heard the Honourable Member say that there was no worker in the coal 
mines working more than 12 hours a day ; I submit. Sir, the present system 
in the coal mines is such that it is not possible to prevent sweating of coal 
miners by their employers and there is no check whatsoever, no effective 
check, upQn the number of hours that these men and women, these girls 
and boys are allowed to work inside the coal mines. I have myself known 
of cases of young girls of 17 and 18 working longer than 12 hours in coal 
mines at a stretch. There are rules to the effect that no children are 
allowed to go into the coal mines : but I have seen with my own eyes little 
babies, two or three months old, taken right down into the coal mines, into 
the bowels of the earth and kept there in the darkness of the mines. This 
is all due to the fact that the control exercised bylihe Inspectors is very 
lax, that it is not really effective control at ®1 ; that even under the 
provisions of the law there is ample scope for the employer to go outside 
the law and niake his workers work longer hours and go behind the regu- 
lations and flout the regulations. Therefore it is much more necessary 
that regulations should, be such and so effective ^nd incorporated in the 
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body of the Bill tha^ they will not enable the employer to do lightly what 
he is doing at present in the coal mines. Now, the point that would 
like to deal with is, that there is a provision here about notices being put 
up in the coal mines regarding the number of houra that a shift can work. 
I would like some sort of provision, a more effective provision, namel^i the 
announcing of those hours and shifts, and I would make such p^visions 
as will enable every worker in the co^ mines to know what his rights 
under the Act. I do not want the Honourable Member to run away with 
the idea that I am not in full sympathy with his desire to better the con- 
dition of miners in coal mines* I do not want him to run away with that 
idea. I congratulate him for all that ho is doing. My complaint against 
him is that he is not doing as much as he should do; and I hope that as a 
result of this discussion the Honourable Member will take the first oppor- 
tunity to see that opinions collected are collected soon and placed before 
this House in the September Session in order that we may be able to enact 
a measure this year and not wait till the year 1930 in order to do justice to 
the miners of Bihar and Bengal. 

Mr. B. Das: What about ihe introduction of compulsory elementary 
education for the minors and their children? 

Mr. Chaman Lall: My Honourable friend, who is as usual irrelevant, 
wants me to talk about compulsory education for miners under this Bill. 
The Honourable Member has not read the provisions of the Bill and there- 
fore he does not know that there is no provision in the body of this Bill 
regardinf^ compulsory education. I am in full sympathy with that desire 
of the Honourable Member. I am in full sympathy with lots of other 
things that I want to be done for the miners ; and that is the sole reason 
why I wish to impress upon the Honourable Member the necessity of 
getting opinions at ihe earliest possible moment and placing them before 
us at the September Session, so that we can get along with the Bill this 
year and not wait till 1930. 

(Mr. N. M. Joshi rose to speak.) 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to speak on the 
motion for circulation? The Honourable Member had no intention to do 
so before Diwan Chaman Lall spoke. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I wish only to make one remark. 

Mr. Prejsident: Docs the Honourable ^Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra wish 
to say anything? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Hath Mitra: If Mr. Joshi wants to 
speak, I am willing to give way. 

Mr. President: Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Sir, I was a little amused 
and very much grieved at the speech to which I have just listened from 
my Honourable friend, Diwan Chaman Lall. I have on several occasions 
mentioned in this H#use that his speeches are made more in a vein erf 
levity than of scrioufl||»ss #hich subjects of this importance demand. He 
was one of the members of my Advisory Committee who went down witK me 
to the coal mining area of Dhanbad end there we examined the piosition 
on the spot. I can say this on the floor of the House that not rf •single 
case was forthcoming where it was proved that a miner was working 12 
hour? a day ; nor did I com^ across a single . . . . , 
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ICr. Ohaman Lall: On a point of personal explanation, Sir , • • • 

Ibe Eonoarable Sir Bhupendra Nath Hitra: There is no question of a 
personal explanation. I am giving the facts as we saw them. My Hon- 
ourable friend may have gone there on some previous occasion. I know 
precisely what happened on the particular occasion on which he went with 
me; we did not come across a single case of an infant in arms taken down 
the mines; we examined .... 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Sir, I must ask your protection against the imputa- 
tion .... 

Hr. President: The Honourable Member may stand afterwards, after 
the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra has finished his speech. The 
Honourable Member mi 2 :ht note down the point on which he wishes to 
offer a personal explanation. 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: Now, Sir, after we exa- 
mined matters on the spot, we drafted the provisions included in this 
and they were again shown to the Advisory Committee of the Legislature 
attached to my Department. There may have been slight differences of 
opinion; but on the whole the provisions of this Bill were accepted by my 
Advisory Committee. My friend, Diwan Chaman Lall, wants us to intro- 
duce in India what he calls the more progressive labour legislation of civilis- 
ed countries. I have already told the House on a previous occasion that we 
must go slow in this matter, that we must have our labour legislation 
conform more to the conditions in this country than to the conditions in 
England or Eussia or whatever other countries may have been quoted by 
iny Honourable friend. I take a more practical view of the matter, and 
It is for that reason that I have produced this Bill in this particular form. 
I have also got to give a certain amount of consideration to the industry 
itself. That is the reason whv the date on which the Bill will come into 
force has been put down as the 1st day of April 1930. There is no use 
our tyring to kill the industry, a result of which will be that there will be 
no work for the miners. I do not propose at this stage to deal further with 
my Honourable friend, and I have no intention at present of accepting 
any of his suggestions. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated : Labour Interests) : May I say one word 
now by way of personal explanation? 

Mr. President: There is no^casa for personal explanation. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I am not going to make a speech. The Honourable 
Member in charge of the Department has made a statement that the mem- 
bers of the Standing Advisory Committee for the Department have ap- 
proved of this Bill. Sir, my attitude towards the Bill is that I approve 
of this Bill because it is 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member cannot explain away the 
speech of the honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra by a speech of his 
own which he has no right to make at this stage. The Member for indus- 
tries has made no charge against this Honoumble Member personally. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: That is exactly my point. 

Mr. President: What is the point? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: The point is the Honourable Member said that the 
'Advisory Committee, has approved of this Bill . . . , 
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The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: On the whole. 

Mr. N. H. Joshi: On the whole; now the only thing that I wanted to 
explain was that as the Bill is a progressive one we may approve of it, but 
we are not satisfied with at ... . 

Mr. President: That is no case for personal explanaiion. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: On a point of order, Sir. There are two charges 
that have been made against me by the Honourable Member and I ask 
your protection to enable me to make a reply to them. 

Mr. President: There is nothing in the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath 
JVIitra’s speech to justify the Honourable Member in rising to offer any 
personal explanation. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: May I explain my position, Sir? The Honourable 
Member made certain charges 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will have ample opportunities 
when this Bill comes up again. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: On a point of order, may I just explain, Sir, why I 
rir.e to speak? i 

Mr. President: The Chair is not satisfied that there is any case for per- 
sonal explanation. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: He almost called me a liar, for having made the 
statement which I did ; and it is due to me that I should be allowed ’ to 
explain and to justify what I said. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has not used that word at 
all. He is not justified in imputing a statement to the Honourable Sir 
Bhupendra Nath Mitra which he did not make. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: I made a statement to the House that I had seen a 
certain thing with my own eyes and the Honourable Member says that 
the statement is untrue. Is that not tantamount to calling me a liar? 

Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member resume his seat? The 
Honourable Member narrates his own version just as the Honourable 
Member did his own. Both Honourable Members are entitled to hold 
their own views. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: When I said that I had actually seen babies taken 
down into mines, the Honourable Member said that what I said was 
untrue. I must ask the Honourable Member to withdraw that statement. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is very persistent. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: The Honourable Member is grossly unfair to me. 

Mr. President: The Chair has already ruled that there is nothing in the 
Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra 's speech which requires any expla- 
nation from the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: (Cries of: “Order, order. “) You must hear ipe be- 
fore you can give a ruling on the point. 
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Hr. President: I have heard the Honourable Member enough. 

The question is; 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Indian Mines Act, 1923, for certain purposes, 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon.’* 

The motion was adopted, 


THE INDIAN LIGHTHOUSE BILL, 

Motion for reference to a Joint Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes (Member for Commerce and Bail- 
ways): I move: 

That this Assembly do agree to the recommendation of the Council of State that 
> the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to the provision, maintenance and 
control of lighthouses by the Government in British India bo referred to a Joint 
Committee of the Council of State and of the Legislative Assembly and that ^the 
Joint Committee do consist of 12 members.*' 

The objects of this Bill are explained fully in the Statement of Objects 
and Eeasons. It is a very important Bill in a way because it attempts 
to pub on a proper basis our lighthouse administration throughout Iidia, 
which has grown up in rather a haphazard fashion and which we now 
propose to put on a much more satisfactory footing than at present. 
The Bill is in no way a controversial Bill. It has been the subject of very 
careful consideration and consultation with local Governments and the 
business community. The principle I think has been generally accepted 
and all that remains now is to settle certain details. Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes; I move that the following Members 
of the Legislative Assembly be nominated to serve on the Joint Com- 
mittee to consider and report on the Bill to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to the provision, maintenance and control of lighthouses by the 
Government in British India, namely: 

Sir Walter Willson, Mr. E. K. Shanmukham Chetty, Mr. S. N. Haji, 
Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Mr. K. G. Neogy and Mr. W. S. Lamb. 

The motion was adopted. 


MESSAGES FEOM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, three messages have been received 
from the Secretary of the Council of State. The first is as follows: 

® “ I am directed to inform you that the Council of State have, at their meeting 
held to-day, agreed without any amendments to the Bill further to amend the Indian 
Coinage Act, 1906, and the Indian Paper Currency Act, 1923, for certain purposes 
and to lay upon the Governor General in Council certain obligations in regard to the 
purchase of gold and the sale of gold or sterling, which wai^ passed by the Legislative 
Assembly on the 22nd March, 1927.** 

{Honourable Members on the Swarajist Benches: “Shame, shame.*') 
Mr. President: It is difficult to understand Honourable Members. 
They cry Shame when the Council of State differs from this House anci 



kESSAOBS FBOM OOUNOHi 07 STATE. 2841 

they cry ‘‘Shame” also when the Council of State agrees with it. (CLaugh- 
ter). 

Secretary of the Assembly: The second message runs as follows:, 

** I am directed to inform you that the Message from the Legislative Assembly to 
the Council of State desiring their concurrence in a motion to the effect that the Bill 
to. establish a gold standard currency for British India and to constitute a Reserve 
Bank of India he referred to a Joint Committee of the Council of State and of the 
Legislative Assembly, and that the Joint Committee do consist of 28 members, was 
considered by the Council of State at their meeting to-day, and that the motion was 
concurred in by the Council.’* 

The third message runs as follows: 

“ I am directed to inform you that the Message from the Legislative Assembly to 
the Council of State desiring their concurrence in a motion to the effect that the Bill 
further to amend the Imperial Bank of India Act, 1920, for certain purposes, be 
referred to a Joint Committee of the Council of State and of the Legislative Assembly 
and that the Joint Committee do consist of 28 members, was considered by the Council 
of State at their meeting to-day and that the motion was concurred in by the Council.” 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of fche Clock on Saturday, 
the 26th March, 1927. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Saturday, 26th Mwrch, 1927. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Revised Scale of Pay of the Suboedinatb Accounts Sprvicb, 

Civil and Postal and Telegeaph Audit Offices under 
THE Auditor General. 

1198. *Hr. Ohamau Lall: 1. Is it a fact that : 

(a) the scale of pay of the Subordinate Accounts Service, Civil and 

Postal and Telegraph Audit Offices under the Audi^r General 
was revised in 1925 and that the pay of present incumbents 
in the revised scale was fixed under Fundamental Buies 22 
and 23? 

(b) the pay of those who were in Bs. 160, 170, and 190 stages (old 

scale) was fixed at Bs. 200 (revised scale), t.^., men having 
put in one year, two years and three years' service in the Sub- 
ordinate Accounts Service were brought on the same level and 
thus those getting Bs. 190 got a meagre increase of Bs. 10 
only? 

2. (a) Is it a fact that by fixation of pay under Fundamental Buies 
22 and 28, the present incumbents would reach the maximum in the ISth 
year of service while the new entrants would attain it in the 16th year? 

(b) If BO, do Government desire to remove the difference now ^en the 
pay of the Subordinate Accounts Service members attached to the Con- 
troller of Currency and offices subordinate to him was ^ed according to 
length of service? 

The Honaurable Sir Basil Blackett; 1 and 2. (a) I presume that the 
Honourable Member refers to offices to which the scale of Bs. 200 — 20 — 
800 applies, in which case the reply is in the affirmative. 

2. (b) There are no such appointments in the Currency Department. 
The corresponding appointments in that Department are those of Super- 
intendents, whose pay on the new scale was also fixed under Fundamental 
Buies 22 and 23 and not according to length of service. 

' Office Hours of Muslims in the Office of the Deputy Accountani; 

General, Posts and Telegraphs, Dei hi, 
during the Ramzan. 

1199. *Hr. Ohaman Lall; Is it a fact that the Muslims in the office 
of the Deputy Aocoimtant General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi, attend 

( 2843 ) 
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office during the Eamzan from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. daily even though the 
Bamzflkh may fall during summer or winter? If so, why is this concession 
by a Muslim Deputy Accountant General allowed to the Muslims in that 
particular office while the Muslims in all other Government offices attend 
office at usual hours? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: The answer is in the affirmative. 
The present Deputy Accountant General is not responsible for the prac- 
tice which was started in 1921. The practice has not been authorised 
by the Accountant General who has taken steps to stop it. 

Action taken on the Kecommendations op the Indian Auxilury 
AND Territorial Forces Committee. 

1200. *Mr. Ohaman Lall: Has any action been taken on the recom- 
mendations of the Shea Committee appointed by the Government to 
inij^uire into the working of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces? 

Mr. G. M. Young: Action is being te^en to give effect, as far as pos- 
sible, to the recommendations mentioned in paragraphs 26(V) (6) and* 
26(h) of the Auxiliary and Territorial Forces Committee's Beport. Action 
on the remaining recommendations depends on the sanction of the Secre- 
pAry of State which is awaited. 

Selection of Candidates for Appointment in the SecoiSjd Grade, 
Superior Traffic Branch, Telegraph DfPARTMBNT. 

1201. *Mr. Ohaman Lall: (a) Is it a fact that the colour question is 
allowed to count much in selecting candidates for appointment in the 
second grade, Superior Traffic Branch of the Telegraph Department? 

(b) If the answer to the above question is in the negative, will the 
Government please state the number of such appointments, sanctioned and 
aa it stood on the 1st April, 1925, quoting the number of appointments held 
by Indians and non-Indians assigning cause for minority of Indiaoi element 
in the j^ove branch? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (a) No. 

(b) The number of appointments sanctioned on Ist April, 1926, wad’ 
B5. Of these one was held by a European and 34 by Indians (including 
Anglo-Indians who are Indians by Statute).’ Out of these 84, only 2 ara 
Indians of unmixed descent, and 32 are Anglo-Indians. The reason why 
the number of the former is relatively so low is the existing preponderance 
of Anglo-Indians in the ranks from which recruitment to the superior 
Traffic Branch is made. As due regard must be paid to seniority when 
making selections for this Branch it follows that Anglo-Indians mostly 
have been selected. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: May I know, Sir^ if any steps have been 
taken to prevent this kind of undue preference occurring in the future? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: I think, Sir,. I have on 
several occasions in recent months informed the House that the whole ques- 
tion of the future reoroitinent of departmental telegraphists is now engag- 
ing my consideration. 
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Article in tto Muslim Outlook regarding the Formation op a 
Whitr League in New Zealand# 

1202. ’''Mr. Ohaman Latt: (a) Has the article entitled Formation 
of. a White League in New Zealand'' published in the MuaUm Outlook 
of Lahore, dated 30th October, 1926, been brought to the notice of the 
<}oveinment? 

(b) Are Government aware that there is a fairly large number of 
Indian settlers in New Zealand? 

(c) Are Government prepared to use their good oflftoes with ^e Gov- 
ernment of New Zealand to curb the propaganda of this League so that 
the interests of the Indian settlers may not suffer? 

Mr. J, W. Bhore: The Honourable Member is referred to the reply 
mven by me on the 23rd March to Baja Ghanzanfar Ali Khan's question 
No. 1146 on the same subject. 

Articles in the Muslim Outlook regarding the Pitiable Condi- 
tion OP Mr. Saiaman, a Native op Amritsar, now Besident 
IN Auckland, New Zealand. 

1203. *Mr. Ohaman Lall: (d) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to two articles published in the Muslim Outlook of Lahore 
in its issues dated 12th and 13th February 1927, wherein the pitiable 
condition of one Mr. Salaman a native of Amritsar and now resident in 
Auckland is vividly described? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to take any action in the matter to 
alleviate the sufferings of Mr. Salaman at a very early date? 

Mr. J. W. Shore: 'Phe Honourable Member is referred to the reply 
given by me on the 23rd March, 1927, to Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan's ques- 
tion No. 1147 on the same subject. 

Larger Use op British Typewriters in Government Ofpices^, 

1204. ♦Mr. Ohaman Lall: 1. Have Government seen the recent re- 
port in the press of an increase of 400 per cent, in orders for British 
typewriters in England as a result of the; King's comment last year re- 
garding the use of foreign typewriters in that country in preference to 
British msushines? 

2. Will they be pleased to state the number of (a) British, and (b) 
American typewriters, in use in Government offices in India? 

3. Have Government talien any action favourable to the larger use 
of British typewriters in 4iheir services and departments? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: 1. Yes. 

2. Particulars are not available of all the typewriters used in Govern- 
ment offices throughout India. The collection of the information will in- 
volve an amount of expenditure of time and money wholly incomparible 
with the advantage to be derived from the special census. 

8. The ahswer is in the negative. 

aS 
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Difference between Attached and Subordinate O^ices of the 
Government of India. ® 

1205. *Mr. Ohaman Lall: Will the Government be pleased to state: 

(a) the names of the attached and subordinate ofiEices of the Gov 

emment of India? 

(b) the difference between the attached and subordinate offices of' 

tibe Government of India? and 

(c) the status of the Army Headquarters and Bailway Board offices? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (a) A list is being laid on 
the table. 

(b) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to starred' 
question No. 621 on the 26th Februarj last. 

(c) The status of the Army Headqusuters is very fully described in. 
Chapters 4, 5 and 22 of the book entitled “The Army in India and its^ 
Evolution a copy of which will be found in the Library. The Eailway 
Board is a Department of the Government of India. 


Statement prepared in 1925 showing Attached and Subordinate Offices of tbc OoMiibrcn 

of India. 


1 

a 

i 

3 

4 

fi 

Local Clearing Office. 

Director, Botanical 
Survey. 

Office of Auditor 
Genl. 



Hily. Adr.-in-Chief, 
Indian States forces. 

Director, Zoological 
Survey. 

Office of Examiner, 
Government Press 
Accounts, Calcutta. 

Office of the Dy. A. 
G. (Telegraph 

Branch). 

Calcutta Mint. 

A. 0., Railways. 

Keeper of Records. 

Office of Examiner of 
Customs Accounts. 

Telegraphs, Check, 
Office. 

Bombay Mint. 

G. S. Branch. 

Librarian, Imperial 
Library. 

Office of Director of 
Army Audit and 
offices Snhdte. to it. 

Office of A. G., Rail- 
way Office. 

Assay Office, Bom- 
bay. 

A. G.'a^ranoh, 

Trustees' Office, 

Indian Museum. 

Office of A. G., Bengal. 

Chief Auditor, N. W. 
Railway. 

C. 0.3 Calcutta. 

Q. H. 0.*s Branch. 

Curator, Indian War 
Memorial 

Office of the A. G., 
Calcutta Revenue. 

Chief Auditor, E. B, 
Railway. 

C. 0., Bombay. 

Master Oenl. of Sup- 
ply Branch (late 
Ordnance Br.) 

Mily. A. G. 

Office of the A. G., 
B. AO. 

Chief Auditor, G.I. 
P. Railway. 

0. 0„ KaraohL 

Mily. Secy. *8 Br. 

D., P. I. 

Office of the A. G., 
u.p. 

Government Exam- 
iner, Assam Bengal 
Railway. 

C. 0.3 Cawnporc, 

Engineer-in-Chlef’s 

Br. 

M. S. V.'s Office 

Office of the A. 0., 
C. P. 

Government Exam- 
iner, E. I. A B. N. 
Railways. 

C. 0., Lahore. 

Mescal Directorate. 

P. S. V.'s Office 

Office of Comptroller, 
Assam. 

Central Indian Coal- 
field Railway Con- 
stmctlon. 

G. 0 . 3 *Madra 8 . 

Judge Advocate 

“ Genl.*p Branch. 

P. S. V,"b Press. 

Office of the A. G., 
Madras. 

Government Exam- 
iner, M. A S. Mah- 
ratta Railway. 

G. 0. Rangoon. 

Asslt. Mily. Secy. 

(Personal) . 

D., I. B. 

Office of the A. G., 
Punjab. 

Government Exam- 
iher, S. I. Railway. 

Military Accts, 

OlBoeSk 
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Statement prepared in 1925 ^howing Attached and Subordinate Offices of the Oovernmeiffc of 

India-* con^(2i 


l 

2 

3 

4 

Royal Air Force, 

Chief Controller of 
Stores, I. S. D. 

Office of the A. G., 
Burma. 

Government Examin- 
er, Bohilknnd and 
Knmaon Railway. 

Commercial Intelli- 
gence. 

Chief Inspector of 
Mines in India. 

Office of the A. G., 
Bombay. 

Government Examin- 
er, B., B AC. 1. 
Railway. 

Tariff Board. 

,Oontioller of Patents 
and Designs. 

Audit Office, Bombay 
Development 
Scheme. 

Government Examin- 
er, G. I. P. Railway. 

Office of Metropoli- 
tan’B 'Chaplain, 

Oatenita. 

Chief Inspector of 
Explosives. 

Audit Office, Lloyed 
Barrage and Canal 
Gonstmotion. 

Khyber Railway Con- 
stmotion. 

Office of Presy. Senior 
Chaplain, Gh. of 
Seotland, Galontto. 

Director Genl. of 
Observatories 

Audit Officer, Indian 
Stores Department. 

' Government Examin- 
er, Bnrma BaUways. 

Beffietrarof Diocese, 
Calontta. 

Controller of P., S. A 
Stamps (G. P. 0.). 

Office of the A. G., 
P. AT. 

Government Examin- 
er, B. and K. West- 
ern Railway. 

D. G., I. M. S. 

Snpdtg. Engtoeer 

Impl. SfxniA* 

Office of the D. A. G., 
P. AT., Delhi. 

Chief Auditor, E. I. 
Railway. 

Agr. Adviser. 

D.G,P.&T. 

Office of the D. A. G., 
P. A T., Nagpnr. 

Controller of Cnr- 
renoy. 

Dir. Genl. of Archieo- 

Geological Survey of 
India. 

Office of the D. A. G., 
P. A T., Madras. 

Dy. C, C., Bombay. 

Surveyor Genl. of 
India. 

Central Board of 
Revenue. 

Office ol the Dy. A. 
G., P. A T. (Postal 
Branoh). 

Dy. C. C., Northern 
India. 


Bepdnd op a Sum op Money recovered prom Mr. K. V. Ramiah, 

A Postal Clkrk in the Nilgiri Division. 

1206. ♦Mr. Ohaman Lall: {a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that under instructions from the Madras Audit o^oe, 
a sum of Es. 97-9-0 was recovered from Mr. K. V. Eamiah^ a postal 
clerfe in the Nilgiri Division, on the ground that the pOTod of a break 
f^m tihe 16th December 1906 to 81st January 1907 in his officiating ser; 
vice was wrongly condoned and allowed to count for increments in the 
tiipe-soale? 

(6) Did Mr. K. V. Eamiah subsequently produce evidence to show 
that during the period of that break he was on authorised leave of absexioe; 
and was not that evidence admitted by the Director-General of Posts and 
Telegraphs and the pay of the official refixed again counting the pedod 
of that break towards increments? 

(c) Did Mr. K. V. Eamiah apply to the Direotor-GenePdl on the Sfeth 
December 1924 for the refund of Es. 97-9-0 recovered from and was 
h^ request refused? If so, on what grounds? 

(d) Are Government now prepared to direct the refund of the amount 
to the official? If not, why? 
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The l^onounbl* Sir Bliupeiidra Hath Ultra: (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The refund was refused ‘because the orders sanctioning the conces- 
sion of allowing authorised leave without pay to count for increments did 
not authorise the drawal of a higher rate of pay in respect of any periotT of 
service prior to the 1st April 1922 — the date of those orders. 

(d) As Mr. Bamiah has not submitted any representation to Govern- 
ment against the final decision 'of the llirector-General which was com- 
municated to him more than two years ago Government do not propose to 
take any action in the matter. 

Allbqatioss against Mh. Govindan Naik, acting Head Clerk of 
THE Nilgiei Postal Division. 

1207. *Mr. Ohaman Xiall: (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that Mr. M. Govindan Nair, the present acting Head 
Clerk of the Nilgiri Postal Division, was reverted in 1923 from the amalga- 
mated cadre of Inspectors and Superintendents’ Head Clerks and that olte 
of the causes of his reversion was that he submitted a falpe diary for July 
1928 when he was acting as Inspector of Post Offices, Coimbatore Sub- 
Division, by not noting his journey to Erode, a place beyond his jurisdiction 
in it? 

(b) Is it a fact Mr. Govindan Nair was again taken as Superintendent' 
Bead Clerk in 1926? If so, what was the reason? 

Sir Oaaen Boy: (a) and (5). The Honourable Member’s attention is in- 
vited to the reply given to Mr. M. K. Acharj'a’s question No. 734 on the 
7th March 1927. 


' Time-Test of the Railway Mail Service. 

1208. *lCr. Ohaman Lall: (a) Is it a fact that the Deputatimi of the 
All-India (including Burma) Postal and Railway Mail Service Union pointed 
out to the Honourable Member in March 1925 that the time-test for the 
Railway Mail Service was defective and mentioned some of the items of 
i|Ft>rk that were not included in the time-test? 

(h) Was this matter discussed at one of the annual conferences of the 
Heads of Chroles held at Calcutta? 

(o) Is it a fact that they recommended that some items not found in 
the then eviating time-test should be included in the time-test for the Rail- 
way Mail Service? 

(d) Is it a fact that the above recommendation was accepted by the 
Government and increased stsiff sanctioned in certain offices and sections: 
and that the Director General afterwards issued orders not to include the 
new items hi the time-test? 

(s) What is Idle reason for refusing to include in the time-test the items 
of work not covered by it? 

The Poppnmhle Sir Bhupendra Hath Ultra: (a) Yes. 

(b), (c), (d) and («). The facts are as stated in the reply given b^ me 
to Mr. N. M. Joshi’s unstarred question No. 96 (sa the 16ith Pelliruary 
1927. 
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F&otisiov at Elbotsic Fans ik thi Bailwat Mail SsanoB Omcs 

iBT Madbas, bio. 

1209. *]fr. Oluunaii Lall: (a) Will the Ck>Teniment be pleased to 
state (1) the area of the space provided for sorting work in the Madras 
Bailway Mail Service and (2) the number of men including inferior service 
engaged to work there? 

(b) Is it a fact that fans are not provided in the Madras Bailway Mail 
Service office? 

(c) Was any representation made so far back as 1924 for the installation 
of fans; and if the reply be in the affirmative, what action was taken? 

(d) Is there a Post Office named “Park Town Sub-Office’* in the same 
building where the Madras Bailway Mail Service is located? 

(a) How many men including postmen and inferior servants are em- 
ployed in the Post Office there? 

(/) Is it a fact that fans have not been provided in the Post Office? 

(g) Is it not a fact that there is electric installation for providing lights? 

If the reply be in the affirmative, will the Government please state why 
fans could not be provided? 

(h) Do Government propose to consider the question of providing fana 
before the next summer season commences? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (a). (1) 6625 square feet, (2) 149. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes. The question of providing electric fans was taken up, but had 
later to be held in abeyance in connection with the larger question (rf mak- 
ing 8Mlditions and alterations to the building in order to afford mom 
accommodation for the office, as it was undesirable to put up an electric 
fan installation at considerable expense which might not fit in with the 
final arrangements for the distribution of accommodation. 

(d) Yes. 

(«) 60. 

(A Yea. 

(g) Information is not readily available why fans were not provided whett 
the electric lights were installed many years ago. 

(h) I am already dealing with this matter. 

AHoniri or Convktanoi! Allowakob vaid to Ibspbotobs or Post 
OrrioES IB Madbas, Bombav and Caicvtta. 

1210. ^Hr. Ohaman IaU: (a) Will the Goveunment be pleased to 
state the amount of conveyance allowance paid to the Inspectens of Post 
Offices in Madras City and to similar Olass of employees in Bombay and 
Calcutta? 

(b) Are the Government aware that the conveyance enlarges at Il^sdraa 
are not less than those at Bombay and Calcutta? 

(o) Is the price of bicycles lower at Madras thw at Calcutta and fi<Bn- 
bay, and if not, what is flie reason for granting a lower conveyance allow- 
aiioe at Madras? 
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Sir flanen Boy: (a) The Town Inspefctors of Post Offices in Madras 
City are granted a conveyance allowance of Es. 20 each a month; those 
in the cities of Bombay and Calcutta a conveyance allowance of Es. 30 
each a month. 

' (b) No. 

(c) I have no information, but the question of conveyance allowan'ce 
in Madras City will be re-examined. 

t 

Removal of the Flowek Bazar Post Offub in Madras to 
A MORE Suitable Uuilding. 

1211. '"Mr. Ohamaa Lall: (a) Will the Oovemment be pleased to 
state tbie dimension (length, breadth and height) of the hall in which the 
Flower Bazar Post Office in the Madras City is located? 

How many officials including inferior servants are working in the 

What is the space occupied by tables', chairs and almirahs? 

(d) In what year weis the building first occupied for the Post Office and 
what was the strength of the staff of that office at that time? 

(e) Has there been any increase of accommodation for Post Office 
work? 

(f) Are Government aware that the present building is unsuitable for 
a Post Office owing to ( 1 ) congestion, and ( 2 ) unhealthy condition? 

( 9 ) Is it under contemplation to remove the Post Office to a more suitable 
building? If so, do Government propose to expedite the matter? 

Sir Oaneii Boy: (a) Length 80 feet. 

Breadth 16 feet. 

Height 10 ' feet. 

(b) 15, of whom 18 work at <»ie time. 

(c) 211 square feet. 

(d) On the 4th October 1008. The strength of the office staff at the 
time was - 6 . 

(a) No. 

(/) Yes. 

(p) Yes; to a departmental building under construction which will be 
ready for occupation in 1927*28, 

Increase of the Establishment of the Correspondence Department 
OF THE Madras G-eneral Post Office. 

’ ' ' ' f 

1212 . *Mr. Ohaman Xiall: (a) Have the Government received wy 
proposal to increase the establishment of the Correspondence Department 
of i&e .Madras General Poet Office? 

(b) Is it a fact that the sanctioned establishment of the Correspcmdenoa 

Depa^ment is 28 clerks? . . 

(e) Is it a fact that reserve clerks are attached to the Correspo|idenfi |9 
Department for the correspondence work in addition to- the .permanent 
-Ataff? 
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(d) Is it a fact that as a rule 35 men are engaged in correspondence work? 

(e) Is it a fact that in leave vacancies reserve clerks from other depart- 
ments are brought to the Correspondence Department to make up the 
strength of 36 working men? 

(/) Are Government prepared to consider the question of increasing 
the number of clerks in the Correspondence Department of the Madras 
General Post Office? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (a) No. 

(6) The sanctioned clerical staff is 29, including the hfead clerk. 

(c) The services of any reserve clerk available after leave vacancies 
have been filled are utilised for work in the Correspondence Department as 
in other departments. 

(d) No. 

(e) No. 

(/) There appears to be no reason to do so. 

Number of Selection Grade Appointments in the Correspondence 
Department of the Calcutta, Bombay and Madras General 

Post Offices. 

1213. •Mr. Ohaman Lall: (a) Will the Government be pleased to state 
the number of officials with the number of selection grade appointments in 
the Correspondence Department of (1) the Calcutta General Post Office, 
X2) Bombay General Post Office, and (3) Madras General Post Office? 

(b) Is not the Correspondence Department divided into groups? 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of such groups 
an each of the above offices and the number of clerks attached to eadti 
group? 

(d) Have Government considered the question of sanctioning selectiop 
grade appointments for the clerks in charge of groups with five or more 
clerks? 


Sir Oanen !Boy: (d) : 


— 

Selectioa 

grade 

appointments. 

Tim^ scale 
clerical 
appointmenta. 

Total. 

(1) Calcutta G. P. 0 

4 

' 100 

IM, 

(2) Bombay 

( 8 

109 

11? 

(3) Ma^r«is 

f 

1 

28 

29 


(b) Yes. 

(o) A statement furnishing the desired information will be sent td'the 
Honourable Member. 


(d) The question is under consideration. 
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Abtiou!! dmdbb THE CATTKai ''Savinqs Bahk Depabthbnt” in the 
SePTEMBBH IbBUB of the GENEHAIi Li’^TTSB OF THE 
Madkas Ciecle Postal Union.* 

1214. *lCr. dhainan Lall: (a) Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the editorial article imder the oaptimi " Savings Bank 
Department ” published in the September issue of the General Letter of 
the Madras Circle Postal Union? 

(b) Are the i^ms of work described in the said article not included in 
the time'test and not actually taken into account in calculating the staff 
necessary for Savings Bank work? 

(c) If the reply be in the affirmative, do Government propose to include 
them in the time-test? If the answer is in the negative, will the Govern- 
ment please state how the aforesaid work is done? 

I Sir Oanen Boy: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c). Some of the items are covered by the time allowances*for 
items included in the time test and the performances of Jbhe work involved 
by them is thus provided for. A number of items do not appear to be 
so covered. The matter will be examined. 

Sanction op Addition \l Stjpf fob the Savings Bank Dbpaetment 
OP THE Madras General Pcst Office. 

1215 *Mr. Ohaman Lall: (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state (1) the number of active Savings Bank accoimts in the Madras 
Genend Post Office on Ist April, 1904 and 1st April, 1926, (2) the daily 
B^vcirage number of Savings Bank deposits and withdrawals on Ist Aprils 
1904 and 1st April, 1926, and (8) the strength of the clerical staff in that 
department on 1st April, 1904 and 1st April, 1926? 

(b) Was the staff augmented in proportion to the increase of work? If 
5 pt, why? 

(o) Is it not a fact that the staff was overworked all these years? 

(d) Was any proposal for increase of staff received by the Postmaeter 
General, Madr^; and if so, what action was taken thereon? 

(e) Do Government propose to instruct the sanctioning authority to 
experts sanction of additional staff? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (o). (1) 24,470 and 88,917. 

(2) Deposits 152 and-fi40 and withdrawals 109 and 168. 

(8) 9 and 9. 

(b) The Postmaster-General has reported that the strength in 1904 was 
fixed apparently on a wrong basis, with the result that the Savings Batdc 
Department was over-staffed. The number of clerks wae reduced to eight 
in January 1925 and again increased to nine with effect from the Ist April 
1626, the number in each case being that found to be justified on 
statistics of work. 

(o) No. 

(d) A proposal has been received bv the Postmaster-Genenil and ia 
undw examination by him. 
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(6) The Postmaster-General will be requested to expedite his examina- 
tion of the matter. On receipt of his report, the question whether any 
additional staff is required will be decided. 

NuMBXE op CwBRKS employed IN EACH DEPARTMENT OP THE CaLCUTTA, 
Bombay and Madras General Post Offices, etc. 

1216 *Mr. Ohaman Lall: Will the Government be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing (1) the number of clerks employed in each 
department of the Calcutta, Bombay and Madras General Post Offices, 

(2) the number and the scale of selection |rade appointments in 
each department of the Calcutta, Bombay and Madras General Post Offices, 

(3) the number and the scales of selection grade appointments and the 
number of clerks employed in each of the selection grade Town Sub-offices 
in the cities of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. 

SIp Oanen Boy: Statements furnishing the desired information will be 
sent to the Honourable Member. 

Number of Town Sub-Offices in Madras City which justify 
Selection Grade Appointments, 

1217 *Mp, Ohaman Lall: (a) Will the Government be pleased to 
state the number of town sub-offices in the Madras City which according 
to the principle laid down by the Postal Enquiry Committee of 1920 justify 
selection grade appointments, but which are at present in charge of offioiald 
on the time-scale of pay? 

(b\ Will the Government be pleased to state why those offices have 
not been raised to the status of selection grade offices? 

Sir Oanen Boy: (a) I am not aware that there is any such office in 
Madras City. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Inadequacy of the Number op Selection Grade Appointments 
IN THE M\dras General Post Office Group. 

1218. Ohaman Lall: (a) Will the Government be pleased to* 

state if it is a fact that in many of the important town sub-offices and 
departments of the General Post Office in Madras* there is only one 
appointment in the selection grc^e, and that the Deputy Sub-Postmasters 
and the Joint Head Clerks are placed on the ordinary time-scale of pay? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Deputy Sub-Postmasters and Joint Head 
Clerks do similar work to that performed by the Sub-Postmcisters and 
Head Clerks and are in charge of offices and depariments when the l^ttar 
are off duty? If so, what is the reason for not placing tha Peputy Suh* 
Postmasters and Joint Head Clerks in the selection grades? 

(c) Was not the inadequacy of the number of selection grade appoint- 
ments in the Madras General Post Office group placed before Sir Geffrey 
Clarke and Sir Ganen Boy by the deputation of the All-India Postal 
and Bailway Mail Service union, Madras Circle and did not they yeply 
that the appointments would be increased? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether effect will be 
given to their asBUrances? If so, when, and if not, why? 
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tSir G-aaen Boy: (g) to (c). The facts are being ascertained and a reply 
will be sent to the Honourable Member as soon as possible. 

((f) The question of inadequacy or otherwise of the number of selection 
grade appointments in Madras City has been examined ever since the in- 
troduction of the time-scale of pay in September 1920 with the result that 
the number has in the interval been increased from 18 to 29. The^ ques- 
tion of further additions to selection grade posts will receive due considera- 
tion from time to time. 


Punishments inflicted by LiEUTENAifT Shujut Ali, Slperiniendent, 
Railway Mail Sehvice, Division. 

1219. ♦Mr. Ohaman Lall: Will the Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the various punishments inflicted by 
Lieptenant Shujut Ali, Superintendent, Railway Mail Service, “T** Divi- 
sion, from the date he assumed charge of that division to the 31st Jan- 
uary, 1927 and the various pimishments inflicted by his predecessors dur- 
ing the corresponding period on ^he oflScials of that division with the names 
of the ofiBcials and the nature of the offence committed by each? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The answer is in the 
negative. The compilation of the statement will require an expenditure 
of labour and money which is not justified by the public advantage to be 
gamed from such compilation. 

Provision of Electric Pans in the Post Offices in Madras 

City. 

1220. ^Mr. Ohaman Lall: Will the Government be pleased to 
state if electric fans will be fitted in the Post Offices in the Madras City, 
where they have not been provided for the use of the clerical and postmen 
staff? If so, when, and if not, why? 

Sir Oanen Boy: Electric fans or punkhas are either already provided 
or will be provided for shortly in 19 offices. The necessity for punkhas in 
other offices is being considered. 

Maximum Salary op the Head Clerk to the Assistant Coliector 
OP Income-tax in the United Provinces. 

1221. *Sardar Gulab Singh* Is it a fact that the maximum salary 
drawn by the Head Clerk to the Assistant Commissioner, Income-tas^, in 
iihe U nited Provinces, is much less than the maximum salary drawn by 
the Head Clerks to the Assistant Commissioner in the Provinces of Bnngal, 
Bombay and Punjab ? If the answer be in the affirmative, will the Gov- 
emment be pleased to state the maximum salary drawn by the Head 
Clerks in the United Provinces and other provinces and state the reason 
for this difference in the scale of pay ? 

The Honourable Sir Barfl Blackett: The, answer is in the negativi 
Except in Calcutta and in Bombay city the maximum pay of such olcrfe 
is lower in Bengal and Bombay than in the United Provinces. In the 
Punjab the maximum pay of two such posts is higher than in the United 
Provinces, and the maximum pay of one post lower. 
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TjuyELLiNG Allowance of Clerks drawing Salaries of Bs. 150 to 
R s, 200 IN the Income-tax Offices in the United PBOriNCES. 

1222. *Sardar Onlab Singh: Is it a fact that the clerks 'in the Inocme- 
tRx Offices, Iloited Provinces, drawing a salary of Es. 150 td Es. 200 are 
treated as third class officers for the purpose of travelling while th6 other 
clerks drawing the same amount of pay in the same province serving the 
Local Qovemment are entitled to second class travelling allowance? 

The Honourable Sir Badl Blackett: Clerks in the Income-tax Offices, 
United Provinces,. drawing a salary of Es. 150 to 1^. 200 are treated as 
third class officers for the purpose of travelling. 


Promotion of Head Cle;!ik8 of Income-tax Offices in the United 
Provinces to the Post of Assistant Income-tax Officers. 

1228. *Sardar Ctulab Singh: Is it a fact that the Head Clerks of Incmne- 
tax Offices in the Provinces of Bombay, Bengal and Pimjab have a chance 
of being promoted to the post of Assistant Income-tax Officers? If the 
answer be in the ^rmative, is the same practice permissible in the 
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: It is open to a ConunissiCMier of 
Income-tax to appoint any suitable person as a permanent Assistant 
Income-tax Officer with the powers of an Income-tax Officer, (if such 
posts exist in his Province), subject to the approval of the Local Govern- 
ment in each case. 


Placing of Orders for Rails with Firms other than the Tata 
Iron and Steel Company. 

1224. •Sir Walter Willson: 1. Are Qovemment aware that other steel- 
making interests in India are seriously concerned at the prospect of beings 
unable to get any Government orders for rails within the next seven 
years owing to Government acceptance of the Tariff Board's recommenda- 
tion that all the Railway Board's requirements of reals should be bought 
from the Tata Iron and Steel Company over the next 7 years? 

2. With reference to the statement of the Honourable Sir Charles 
Innes in the Steel Industry Protection Bill Debates that Government 
hoped to "get new firms land new capital to engage in ihait industry", 
will Government please state whether there will be any opportunity, and* 
if so, to what extent, for other firms to make and sell ndls to Gov- 
ernment within — say the last 2 years of that period? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: (1) I have had one representatiem 
to this effect from a firm which is not making steel nor even iron. 

(2) The answer to this question depends of course to some extent on 
the probable requirements of Indian Railways for rails in 18d2-38f4:aad 
1288-84. I think, however, that it may be taken that during the 7-year 
period the great i^Ik of Indiw requirements of rails will be met by, the 
Tata Iron and Steel Ccanpany and that new firms in the first year or two- 
after they have begun production will hav# to concentrate on other 
products. 
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Mbmobial to His Excellency the Viceroy from Mr. Satyendra 
Chandra Mitra, a Poi.itioal Detenu, 

1225. *Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: (a) Is it a fact that the following 
memorial, dated Mandalay, the 20th October, 1026, was received by the 
Government from Mr. Satyendi*a Chandra Mitra: 


“ To HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OP INDIA, IN 

COUNCIL, DELHI. 

Mat it please Your IBJjjj^csLLENOT, 

I have the honour to state that I have been elected a Member of the Indian Legisla- 
tive Assembly, but I am, a detenu confined in Mandalay Jail, Burma, under section 11 
of the Bengal Griminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. I take the earliest opportunity 
to bring to Your Excellency's notice the fact that I am anxious to take the oath of 
allegiance to the Crown as contemplated by section 24 of the Legislative Assembly 
Electoral Rules, and also to attend the Assembly meetings, and to take part in its 
deliberations as a Member. 

jIt would not be altogether out of place to mention here that detenus under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, are allowed occasional leave of absence 
from Jail to conduct their civil suits, to appear for University Examinations, to attend 
Sradh or marriMe ceremonies, to attend on their sick relations,** or to look after their 
family affairs. I was also allowed when I was detained in a Calcutta Jail, to consult* 
my eye surgeon in his private residence. » 

I .therefore pray that Yop Excellency may be pleased to grant me the most 
fundamental and legitimate right of a subject to swear allegiance to his Sovereign 
and that I may be allowed to attend the inaugural meeting of the freshly elected 
Indian Legislative Assembly to be held for the first time in the newly built Imperial 
City, which will be a unique event in the history of India. I am Uking this liberty 
of approaching Your Excellency as the highest authority in the land at least so far as 
matters of internal administration are concerned 

(b) Has any petition from Mr. S. C. Mitra’s election agent been 
received for the refund of hie deposit money; and if so, has the monev 
been refunded? 


Mr, L. Qrabaai: (a) A memorial to that effect was received by the 
' Govenmient of India. 

' (b) An application for the refund of the deposit was made to the re- 

titmung officer and was rejected. 

Mr. ObMUan Ziall: May I ask the Honourable Member why no favour- 
able action was taken in regard to this memorial? 

The Bonotttable SUr Alexander Mnddiman; The memorial in question 
was, sent to the Beng^ Government, imder whose orders the person in 
question has been detained. 

Mr. A; Eangeawami Iyengar: May I know whether this memorial was 
actually placed before His Excellency the Viceroy before being forwarded? 

The HonouraMe Sir Alexander Muddiman: The method of disposal of 
business in the Government of India is a ccmfidential matter which my 
Honourable friend may rest assured, I shall not disclose under any circum- 
stances whatsoever. 


Mr. Gaya PraMMl Singh: With regard to the answer to part (b) of the 
question!, is it a fadt that under exactly similar circumstances the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in 1926. refunded the deposit money of Mr. S. C Mitra 
though he was not given an oppeartunity then to take his oath? 

Mr. L. Or^: The (Government of India have no information on the 
subject; and I cannot understand under what rule they did it. if they did 
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Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Mr. 8. C. Mitra has written to me to that 
effect. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Is it intended that the deposit money shotdd be 
forfeited in this instance? 

Mr. L. Graham: No orders have been made for forfeiting; and tbougfl' 
that might be done by the Governor Genera), he has not done so. 

Mr. A. Bangaawami Iyengar: May we know whether the Governor* 
General has this matter under consideration? 

Mr. L. Graham: The making of an order of forfeiture? 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Making an order of forfeiture or refue^ 
ing the refund — ^whichever way you put it? 

Mr. L. Graham : It is not a question of refusing a ref imd because that 
does not arise under the rules. It is possible to leave the matter open 
till the gentleman in question has had an opportunity of attending this 
House. 

Mr. A. Bangaawami Iyengar: Having regard to the statement recently 
made by the Honourable the Home Member, may I know whether the 
question of his attending the House is going to be reconsidered by the 
Government of India? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander MuddJman: That, Sir, is a matter 

which rests with the Bengal Government. 

Mr. A. Bangaawami Iyengar: 1 want to know whether the question of 
Mr. S. G. Mitra being able to attend the Legislative Assembly Sessions 
here is a matter which does not concern the Government of India, or whe- 
ther the Government of India are incompetent to deal with the matter? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: The Government of India 
are perfectly competent to deal with all matters which are in their dieore**' 
tion, and the question of the attendance of the Honourable gentleman 
will automatically arise if the Government of Bengal withdraw the order 
they have made against him. 

Mr. A. Bangaawami Iyengar: May I know whether having regard to 
the policy whic% was declared by the Honourable the Home Member the 
other day in this House in regard to these detenus, the question of Mr. 
Mitra ’s being permitted to attend the Assembly under similar oonditiong" 
in pursuance of the same policy, is going to be examined? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: The Honourable MemW^ 
does not remember what I said I said that as regards Begulation III 
prisoners the Governor General in Council was the authority responaffile. 
I also said as regards the general policy followed iu the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act the Governor General was also directly responsible. 
But I made it perfectly clear that the case individual persons under 
the Bengal CrimSial Law Amendment Act is a matter for the Beatgsl 
<3lrovemment. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: I have again to ask, Sir, whether ^ 
Honourable the Home Member does not consider that the question of Mr. 
Mitra ’s attending the Legislative Assembly is a matter which concerns the 
Government of India and as such whether the Qoverisment of India should 
not move in the matter, even if necessary by asking the Oovemmsot el^ 
Bengal to take the necessary action? 
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Tbe Honourable Sir Alexander Muddlxniin: :! dare $8j that will be per> 

feotly open to the Governor General in Council if lie no desires. I am not 
prepared to make any statement on the matter, however, 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: May I know whether the Government 
of India are prepared to consider it? * . 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: We are always considering; 
the. question of the release of these persons wherever possible in the 
interests of public safety. 

Hr. Oaya Praaad Singh; Do Government consider that it is an honest 
and proper course %o stop Mr. Mitra from taking the oath of allegiance and 
then to forfeit his deposit money? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: As regards the forfeiture 
of the deposit money, I understand from my Honourable friend that there 
is no question of the forfeiture of the deposit. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Is it a fact that Mr. Mitra was under detention under 
, Begulation III before, and that an order under the Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act has since been substituted for it? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I think that is right; spe^ak- 
ing from memory, I believe that that is so. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: What waa the object in allowing the order under 
Begulation III to be substituted by an order under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: In order. Sir, that, if the 
conduct of the person was of such a character, he might be detained under 
a less severe form of detention. I made it clear the other day. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Is it a fact that one of the objects of Government in 
allowing this substitution to be made was to avoid the trouble of answering 
questions on the floor of this House with regard to this question? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: No, Sir. Had that been 
the object Of the Government, we would have transferred all Begulation 
HI prisoners to the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. 

^ Mr. E. Ahmed: Has the Government of India any kn^ledge that the 
new Governor, His Excellency Colonel Jackson, who is amving in Bengal 
on Monday next the 28th March, will consider the matter as soon as he- 
reaches Calcutta? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: That is a question which I 
cannot answer. 

Ip. Bam Narayan Singh: Is it not a fact that the Government wanted 
s^me^ sort of assurances fi^ these detenus as a condition of their release?* 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I explained the positicm 
very clearly in the statement I made in the House not so long ago, and I 
thi^ if the Honourable Member will refer to that statofeient he will see- 
exactly what I said and how far assurances would be of any avail. 

tt’BGHASB OP BaW HiDES. FOR THE CaWNPORE HaRNESS AND SaDDLERY 

Factory. 

1226. ’*‘Mr. T. A. E. Shervani: (o) Is it a fact that in previous years 
the raw hides fdr the Oa^pore Harness and Saddlery Pactoiy (Army De- 
partment) were supplied by means of tenders on lime weight i»te8?' 
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(b) Ip it a faet that that system has been abolished fxwi the last year 
mii the raw hides are now bought on commisfion basis? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, is it a fact that the 
Government have entered into an agreement with British India Co]qp<^ 
tion, Limited, to buy hides through one Mr. Corbett on a commission 
basis? 

(d) Is it a fact that the new system does not guarantee qixality and 
weight and compliance with the schedule? 

(e) Is it a fact that under the new system the supply is made at the 
risk of the aforesaid Harness Factory and the new system involves all the 
risks of lime rejection and market fluctuations? 

(/) Are the Government aware that under the old system of lowest 
tender the European firms had to compete with the Indian firms and 
in the majority of cases the lowest tenders were those of Indian firms? 

(g) Was any Indian firm invited to supply under the new system 
of supply on commission? 

(h) If the answer to (g) is in the negative, will the Government be 
pleased to lay on the table all the papers and reports concerning the matter 
to enable the House to know whether the new system is more advantageous 
and better? 

Mr. G. M. Young: (a) The tender system was employed but the lowest 
tender was not necessarily accepted. 

(6) Yes. Commission is paid only on hides accepted after liming for 
which Government pay the actual purchase price plus commission. 

(c) The agreement into which Government have entered with CoOper 
Allen and Co. is to obtain their hides jointly through a common buyer on 
commission. The common buyer is a Mr. Corbett. 

{d) No, Sir. Acceptances are subject to weight and quality guarantee 
and adherence to a given schedule of deliveries. 

(e) No. On the contrary the new system abolishes the risk of lime 
rejections, an<i|^ greatly diminishes the risk of loss from market fluctua- 
tions. 

if) Yes. 

{g) No firm was asked to supply. 

(h) No, Sir. The new system is an experiment. It is about to be 
examined in detail and reported on by an officer of the Auditor GeneraFs 
Department. Government will review the whole question again on receipt 
of his report. If the Honourable Member desires any further information 
on the subject and will communicate with me, I will readily give him 
what information^ I can. 

EBoaaANisA'iiON or the Ofiice of the Acccjjjntant General, 
Central Bevpnues. 

1227. *Kr. M. 8. Aney: (1) Is it a fact tl^at the office of the Accoimtant 
General, Central Revenues, is at present xmder reorganisation? If so, 
when was the special Eftaff for reorganisatioti first entertained? What Bite 
the sections into which the office is divided? Which of these ha^ ,yet 

B. 
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be^en fully reorganised? How much longer is ?he reorganisation work likely 
to last? Is it expected thsft all the sectionB'\^l be fully reorganised by 
that date ? 

(2) What has been the strength of the reorganisation staff from time to 
time ? What has been the cost of the reorganisation work up to the end of 
February, 1927? How much more is the work likely to cost? 

(3) Is it a fact that a special officer with a special staff was employed ta 
reorganise the office in July, 1925, and that Tie worked for over three months 
in the office examining in detail every section of the office, and making 
definite recommendations for the improvement of the working of each ? Is 
it a fact that an honorarium was granted to the officer and that some mem- 
bers of his staff were specially promoted? If so, what was the necessity 
for employing the present reorganisation staff? If their work was not 
done completely and thoroughly why was the honorarium paid to them 
and their services specially recognised? 

I 

Reorganisation of the Office op the Accountant General, 
Central Revenues. 

1228. *Mr. M. S. Aney: (1) Is it a fact that the Auditor General has a 
permanent staff of two Deputy Auditors General to examine on his behalf 
the working of all Audit and Accounts offices in India and Burma? Is it a 
fact that except in the particular instance mentioned in the previous 
question the Deputy Auditor General has been considered fully com- 
petent to find out the defects of all Atidit and Accounts offices and has 
actually done so in the past? When was the office of the Accountant 
General, Central Revenues, last inspected by a Deputy Auditor General? 
Did that inspection disclose any serious or uncommon defects in the work- 
ing of the office? When was the next inspection due? What was the 
reason for employing in supersession of the regular inspection of a Deputy 
Auditor General a special machinery to find out the defects of the office ? 

(2) When did the present Accountant General, Central Revenues, take 
over charge of the office? Was he at any time before connected with this 
particular office? How long after taking over charge did Im discover the 
necessity for special measures of reorganisation and apply lor the special 
officer and staff mentioned in part (3) of the previous question? Did he 
discover this necessity as the result of any detailed examination of the 
working of the various sections of bis office? If not, how Was he convinced 
of the necessity of reorganisation?. 

Allegations against the Accountant General, Central Revenues. 

1229. *Mr. M. S. Aney: ^a) Has the attention of the Government been 
drawn to the complaints against the present administration of the office of 
the Accountant General, Central Revenues, which hav^ appeared from 
time to time in the Press? Has any enquiry been instituted into the com- 
plaints and, if so, with what result? Is it a fact that a clerk of the office 
who was bitten by a rabid dog and was actually under treatment at Kasauli 
was dismissed for absence in spite of a certificate from the officer in charge 
of the Kasauli Institute that his continued attendance at the Institute was 
necessary for b complete Recovery ? Is it a fact that the clerk had to be 
reinstated at the instance of a very high official after his appeals to the 
Accountant General and Auditor General had failed? 
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(i) Ib it a fact thal clerks who fell ill and even produced medical certi-» 
ficates, were nevertheless granted leave witholH pay for the period of their 
absence? 

(c) Is it a fact that the present Accountant General, Central Bevenues, 
considers a large proportion of his existing Subordinate Accounts Service 
and clerical staff inefficient? If the answer is in the afi&rmative, is it a 
fact that he nevertheless stands in the way of any of these men obtsuning 
a transfer to other ofi&ces? 

(d) Is it. a fact that the present Accountant General, Central Bevenues. 
travelled from Delhi to Nagpur and to Bombay to recruit men from the 
local Audit and Accounts offices for the reorganisation of his own office? 
How many men were actually recruited by this means from each of these 
places? What was the amount of travelling allowance actually drawn by 
the Accoimtant General, Central Bevenues, for these journeys? Is there 
any precedent Of the head of an Accounts Office having made a similar 
journey for a like purpose in the past? Could not the recruitment be effect- 
ed by means of correspondence? Are Government aware that just at 
the time when the present Accountant General, Central Bevenues made 
his journey to Bombay at public expense, his son was sailing to Europe 
from Bombay? Is it contemplated as a matter of policy to allow AccOtm- 
tants General to perform such long journeys at public expense for the 
purpose of recruiting men for their offices? 

(e) Has the attention of Government been drawn to advertisements in 
several daily papers to the effect that matriculates of the Punjab, Delhi 
and the United Provinces Universities are allowed to sit for the annual 
recruitment examination for clerical app6mtments in the office while young 
men who have studied elsewhere are excluded? 

(f) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, what is the reason 
for such differential treatment to young men of different pro- 
vinces in the matter of employment in an office under the Central Govern- 
ment? Are there similar restrictions in any other office under the Central 
Government in Delhi? If not, what are the special circumstances which 
would justify restrictions in the case of this one office ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the immediate result of the above restrictions has 
been such a defl#fch of good and eligible candidates that an intensive campaign 
of advertisement had to be instituted before the last few recruitment exami- 
nations? 

(k) How many recruitment examinations have been held during the 
period that the office has been under the present Accountant General? 
What has been the expenditure on advertisements in connection with each 
of these examinations? 

(t) Are Government aware that the entire staff is thoroughly discontented 
with the present administration of the office? Is it a fact that the present 
Accountant General was not wanted even by the Local Governments where 
he served as Accoxmtant General, Punjab, Bihar and Orissa and the 
Central Provinces? 

The Bonourable Sir Basil Blackett! T propose to replv to Questions 

Nos. 1227 to 1229 together. 

The collection ^f the complete information asked for would Involve con- 
siderable time and trouble and I trust that the Honourable Member ^11 
recognise that the results are unlikely to be commensurate with the labour 

b2 
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involved. He will, however, find some information regarding the reorga- 
nisation of the office of the Aooountant General, Central Bevenues, in the 
proceedings of the meetings of the Standing Finance Committee for 2lst 
January, 1926, and 4th February, 1927. I would also invite his attention 
to the reply I gave 3 ^Bterday to Mr. K. C. Neogy's question No. 1188. 
With regard tospart (a) of question No. 1229 I may explain that the clerk 
in question was reinstated % the order of the Au^tor General. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: May I assume. Sir, that the statements made in 
this question have been examined by the Honourable Member in charge? 
The Honoorable Sir Basil Blackett: No, Sir. 

Mr. K. 0. Heogy: Does he propose to examine them? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I certainly do not think that it is 
the duty of the Finance Member to attempt to answer in this House ques- 
tions of this nature or to go into enormous details Of this sort about parti- 
cular individuals on the orders passed by the Auditor General. 

’ Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Does the Honourable Member realise that some of 
the statements made are rather serious? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: It depends upon the quarter from 
which they come. 

Mr. E. 0. Boy: Is the Honourable the Finance Member aware that a 
considerable amount of dissatisfaction exists in connection with the ad- 
ministration of the office of the Accountant General, Central Revenues? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Yes, Sir; I am aware of it. I do 
not wish the House to imderstand that I have not and do not intend to 
pay special attention to this question. It is a matter which has been under 
.my consideration. 

Mr. E. Ahmed: With regard to question No. 1229 (a), do Government 
propose to reconsider the case of a clerk of the office who was bitten by 
a rabid dog and was actually under treatment at Kasauli, and who was 
dismissed for absence in spite of th^^^ certificate from the officer in charge 
of the Kasauli Institute that his continued attendance at the institute was 
necessary for a complete recovery? In view of that fact, Sir, do Govern- 
ment propose to revise their orders passed in the case 0 this clerk or 
make an inquiry, and come to a favourable decision in the matter if he 
has not yet been reinstated? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I have already said in my reply 
that the clerk has been reinstated by the Auditor General. 


Examiners for the Imperial Secret \rtat Examination. 

1230. *Mr. Bhabendra Chandra Boy: 1. Will the Government be 
pleased to state the names of the examiners appointed for examinint? the 
papers set by the Public Service Commission at the examination held for 
the recruitment of the staff of the Imperial Secretariat? 

2. Is it a fact that officers of the Government of India were selected as 
examiners of the papers set by the Public Service Commission at the last 
examination? If so, what are the names and qualifications of those exa- 
miners? Why was this method of examining papers by ^e officers adppted 
mstead of the 4 .papers being examined by independent educationists? Do 
Government propose to do away with this principle of examinatioB of men 
of the Departments by their own officers? 
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The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: (1) It would be contrary 
to all accepted practice to make public the names (A e;xaminerB. 

(2) In the matter of appointing examiners the Public Service Com- 
mission took over the arrangements already made bjf the Staff Selection 
Board before the Commission met. The Staff Selection Board appointed 
educationists to examine in English Essay and General Knowledge, but 
for the technical subjects of precis- writing and drafting they preferred to 
appoint officers of the Government Of India possessing technical knowledge 
which an educationist could not be expected to possess 

Allowance paid to the Seceetaey op the late Staff Selection Boakd. 

1231. ♦Mr. Bhabendra Chandra Boy: Is it a fact that the Assistant 
Secretary of the Home Department used to be paid an allowance as Secre- 
tary of the late Staff Selection Board? If so, On the appointment of the 
Public Service Commission has that allowance been stopped or is it continued 
in the name of some special work? If the latter, in what capacity is that 
allowance being continued to be paid to the late Secretary of the Staff 
Selection Board? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: The reply to the ffrst part 
of the question is in the affirmative. The allowance ceased on the transfer 
of Staff Selection Board work to the Public Service Commission. 

Peuiod of the Stay of the Goveenment op India in Delhi. 

1232. ♦Mr. Bhabendra andra Boy: Will Government be pleased to 
state if it was laid down in he despatches leading to the transfer of the 
capital from Calcutta to Delhi that fehe stay of the Government of India in 
Delhi will be for 7 months in the year? If so, from what year do Govern- 
ment propose to act up to that decision? 

Will Government state if weather conditions in Simla and Delhi at 
the time of each of the moves are taken into consideration y^hen the 
dates of moves are fixed. 

The Honoura^)le Star Alexander Muddiman: (a) The question was dis- 
cussed in the despatches! referred to by the Honourable Member, but no 
decision was taken. The Honourable Member is referred to the answer 
given to Mr. Kelkar’s unstarred question No. 151. 

(h) The answer is in the negative 

Peecbntagb of Hindus in the GoveeniIent of India Secretahiat. 

1233. ♦Mr. Bhabendra Ohandra Boy: Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table of the House a statement showing the percentages of the 
increase or decrease of Hindus in the staff of the Secretariat Department 
during the last five years? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: The figures for the last five 
years which the Honourable Member asks for are not immediately available, 
but I give such figures as are in my possession. In. 1911 the percentage 
of Hindus in the staff of the Secretariat Departments of the Government 
of India was 47*5; in 1925 it was 69*2; and in 1926 61*3. I may mention 
that that was due to increase in Indianisation. 


t These de^atches have been published. 
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Resident Cleeks attached to Depautmbnts op the Goveenmeni* op 

India. 

1234. *Mr. BhaU^dra Ohandra Boy: Are there resident clerks attached 
to some of the D^artments of the Government of India? If so, will 
Government kindly name those Departments and state in which of them 
lias an Indian as distinguished from an Anglo-Indian been so far appointed 
to any of these posts? If not, why not? What is the extra remuneration 
paid to these resident clerks? Do Government propose to do away with 
any racial distinction? If not, will thev be pleased to state the reasons? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Kluddiman: Resident clerks are em- 
ployed in the Home, Foreign and Political and Amgiy Departments. 

One of the two resident clerks employed in the Army Department 
while that office is at New Delhi is an Indian. In the Simla season the 
night duty in that Department is performed by five or six men who 
take turns. The elerks employed on this duty in the Simla season are, 
with one exception all Indians. 

The extra remuneration paid to these clerks is Rs. 5 per night. 

The remainder of the Honourable Member's question does not arise. 

Position of an UrPEit Tiaie-Scale Assistant v^'fit for Promotion 

TO A SuPLllINTENDENTSUir. 

1235. ♦Mr. Bhabendra Ohandra Roy: Will Government state what 
action it takes when an assistant on the upper time-scale has reached his 
maximum but before getting a Superintendent&hip becomes unfit for such 
promotion? Is he allowed to stay in his place and block the way of other 
people coming into the upper time-scale or is he removed to the ordinary 
time-scale on the maximum of his pay and some one else afforded a chance 
of showing his fitness for the upper time-scale and Superintendentship ? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Cases of the nature quoted 
by the Honourable Member would be exceptional and would be dealt with 
on their merits. I am not aware of any rule on the subjj^t. 

Counting of Service for Increments in the Time-Scale of Pay of 
Assistants and Clerks in the Government op India 
Secri faeiat. 

1236. ♦Mr. Bhabendra Oh^iijidra Boy: Have any uniform rules been laid 
down for the counting of" service for increments in the time-scale at the 
time of confirmation in^tbe case of assistants and clerks in the Secretariat? 
If not, why not? 

Are Government aware that there are cases where a man entering the 
Secretariat in a previous year has been confirmed on a lower pay than 
another with the same qualification entering the Secretariat later? If not, 
do Govempaent propose to enquire into such cases and rectify the anomalies? 
If not, what are the reasons of Government in not ameliorating such 
cases of hardship? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: the general rule contained 
in Government of India, Home Department^ Resolution No. 1062,«^dated 
the 27th May 1920, is that the regular minima of the vsudous divisions 
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can be drawn only on confirmation,, and temporary and officiating service 
prior to that event therefore does not count for increments. 

Certain exceptions to this general rule were allq^red on account of the 
special conditions prevailing during the War and I^is possible that these 
gave rise to discontent in individual cases. Where anomalies have been 
brought to light they have been examined. 

Pay of the Sr\FF of the Governmk^t of India Secretariat. 

1237. *Mr. Bhabendra Ohandra Roy: (a) Are the Government aware 
that there is a large number of men who. are not satisfied with the pay 
which has been fixed for them since the introduction of the time-scale of 
pay in the Secretariat? Are Government prepared to go into their cases? 

(lb) Is it a fact that each department has got a Standing Committee 
attached to it? If so, do Government propose to lay the representations 
re pay or other hardships of the men of the department before the Stand- 
ing Committee of the department concerned? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Government have received 
a representation on the subject, and it is under examination. 

Standing Committees are attached to some of the Departments; but 
cases of this nature will not cOmo within the purview of such committees. 

Assessment of Rent for Offkers^ Bhngalows and Clerks* Quarters 

IN New Delhi. 

1238. *Mr. Bhabendra Chandra Roy: Will Government be pleased to 
state whether the system of assessing rent of bungalows in New Delhi for 
officers is different from the system applicable to the case of quarters for 
clerks? Is the means of assessing rents for officers' bimgalows cheaper 
than the one for the clerks' quarters. If so, do Government propose to 
adopt the same means of assessment for both classes of Government 
servants? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The system of assessing 
rent in the ease of the clerks' quarters is practically identical with the 
system for officers' bungalows, the only difference being the method of 
pooling the cost. The gazcjtted officers' bungalows and clerks' quarters are 
divided into 4 classes each, and for the purposes of calculating rents the 
cost of the former is pooled as a whole while that of the latter is pooled 
by classes. The reason for this differei^tifition is that the gazetted officers' 
bimgalows of each class, though provijlqg^V practically the same area 
ef accommodation, vary considerably in d&ign, whereas in the case of 
clerks' quarters the type of each class is uniform. 

Architect for the North Western Railway, 

1239. ♦Mr. Bhabendra Ohandra Boy: (a) Will Government be pissed 
to state whether the post of a qualified architect advertised by the autho- 
rities of the North-Western Railway last year has been filled up? If so, 
will Government be pleased to state whether the gentleman selected for 
the post is a qualified Indian architect? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether the 'vacancy was 
advertised in England? If so, in what month and whether before or after 
the publication in India? 
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(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether the vacancy was 
advertised in any paper published in Bombay or Calcutta? If not, why 
not? 

The Honourable Sx Oharles Innes: The Honourable Member is pre- 
sumably referring to an advertisement issued by the Bailway Board in- 
viting applications for the post of Architect for the North-Western Bail- 
way. No one has been selected so far. 

The vacancy was not advertised in England. 

The advertisement appeared in three newspapers in Calcutta and two 
newspapers in Bombay. 


Reference Duties in Civil Accounts Offices, etc. 

I 

1240. *Mr. V. V. Jogiah: Is it a fact that the reference duties in th^ 
Civil Accounts Offices and in the Telegraph (Engineering) Audit office 
under the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, are paid at the rate 
of Bs. 60 to Bs. 230? If so, why are reference duties in the other Accounts 
offices under the same Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, not paid 
at the same rate? 


Time-Scale op Pay of Lower Division Men in Accounts Offices. 

1241. ♦Mr. V. V. Jogiah: Is it a fact that the Auditor General in his 
letter No. 91-E. K. W.-1228-21, dated 16th January 1923, assured the 
lower division memorialists that *'he will see to this at the time of 
revision'*, against their prayer (b) for the sanction of a time-spale nf pay 
Bs. 60 — 6 — ^210, in case the classification of the upper and the lower divi- 
sions be maintained? If so, why has the scale of pay Bs. 60 — 6 — ^210 
not yet been sanctioned for them? Do Government now propose to con- 
sider the desirability of granting the said scale? If not, why ^ot? 


Rbvision of the Pat of Lower Division Clerks emrlotet) under 
THE Accountant General, Posts .\nd Telegraphs. 

1242. *Mr. V. V. JoglA^^^ill the Government be pleased to state 
whether the grievances pav and prospects of the^ lower 

division clerks in India Jlm p TO te 'Accountant-General, Posts and Tele- 
graphs, have not yet been redre’ssed, and whether the sufferers submitted 
various memorials to the Viceroy and the All-India Civil and Postal 
Accounts Offices Conference passed in all Its sessions, resolutions urging 
on the authorities for the immediate revision of the scale? If still un- 
pedressed what do Government propose to do to redress those grievances? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: The information required by the 
Honourable Member is being collected and will be furnished to him as 
soon as possible. 

t 

This reply covers Questions Nog. 1241 and 1242 as well as 1240. 
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(1) New Pension Rules. 

(2) Substitution op a Provident Fund poe the Svstem of Pensions, 

.Hr 

1248. *Mr. V. V. Jogiah: Will the Government be pleased to state: 

(а) when the revised pension rules for the Government servants 

will be published? 

(б) whether the scheme of the provident fund system in lieu of 

the pension system is imder the consideration of the Gov- 
ernment? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) I would refer the Honourable 
Member to my reply to question No. 152 by Mr. N. C. Kelkar on the 1st 
instant. It is not possible to say when the revised pension rules for All- 
India services and for other services under the control of the Central Gov- 
ernment will be introduced. 

(6) The answer to the second part is in the affirmative. 

Medical Certtptcates op Employees of the Calcutta Postal Audit 
Office, Calclmta Telegraph (Engineering) Office and 
Calcutta Telegraph Check Office. 

1244. ♦Mr, V. V. Jogiah: (a) Is it a fact that the medical certificates 
from registered practitioners submitted for leave on medical grounds by 
the applicants engaged in the Calcutta Postal Audit Office, Calcutta Tele- 
graph (Engineering) Audit Office and Calcutta Telegraph Check Office, are 
not forwarded to the Civil Surgeons for counter-signature', if necessary, as 
per Supplementary Rule 228? 

(b) If so, what are the reasons? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Under Supplementary Rule 228 
the authority competent to grant leave has discretion to accept a certificate' 
from the applicant's medical attendant without countersignature by tho 
Civil Surgeon or the Chief Medical Officer, as the case may be. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Muslim Clerks in the Office of the Auditor General. 

1 

226. Mr. Abdul Ssye: What is the total number of clerks in the 
office of the Auditor General and how many of them are Muslims? 

Muslim Clerks in the Office of the* A^q^rtant General, Central 

REVENlTES^ 

227. Mr. Abdul Haye: What is the total number of clerks, both 
permanent and temporary, in tlie office of the Accountant General, 
Central Revenues, and how many of them are Muslims? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I propose to reply to que&itionB. 
Nos. 226, 227 and 280 together. 

I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply givetti by tKe- 
Honourable Sir Charles Innes on the 27th January, 1927, to Me^vI 
Muhammad Yakub’s unstarred question No. 8. That reply holds gOod iik* 
the case of the offices referred to in these questions. 
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MnsLiM Clerks in the Office of the Director General, Posts and 
‘ Telegraphs. 

228. Mr. Abdul HRye: What is the total number of clerks, permanent 
and temporary, in the office of Director General, Poets and Telegraphs, 
and how many of them are Muslims? 

Sir Oanen Eoy: 233, of whom 20 are Muslims. 


PxxJciTY OF Muslims in the Department of the Director General 
op Posts and Telegraphs. 

229. Mr. Abdul Haye: (a) Is it a fact that the Anjuman Islamia, 
Simla, in September, 1926, brought to the notice of the Director General, 
Posts and Telegraphs the paucity of Muslims in his Department? 

(/)) What action, if any, did the Director General, Posts and Tele- 
’ graphs, take to ensure proper representation of Muslims in bis Depart- 
ment since his letter No. A. M.-^5/26, dated 25th September 1926,, to 
the address of the Anjuman Islamia, Simla? 

» 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: (ki) The Honourable 
Member evidently refers to a letter No. 128, dated the 12th August 1926, 
from the Anjuman-i-Islamia, Simla, to the address of the Director- 
General, Posts and Telegraphs. 

(b) The matter is under consideration along with rules for the future 
recruitment of postal subordinates. 


Number of Muslim Clerks and Accountants in the Office of the 
Accountant General, Kailways. 

1230. Mr. Abdul Haye: (a) What is the total number of clerks, tempo- 
rary and permanent, in the office of the Accountant General, Ilailways, 
and how many of them are Muslims? 

(b) Is it a fact that there are one ^.undred accountants in the Bail- 
way Accounts Department, and only two of them are Muslims? 

(c) If the answer to (b) above is in the negative, will the Government 
please state the exact number of Muslims and non-Muslims accountants 
in the Bailway Account^ Department? 

(d) What action, has the Accountant General, Bailways, taken 

to give the Muslims thd^liue share in his Department since he was 
addressed on the subjhiilPDy the Anjuman Islamia, Simla, in November 
1925 and December 1926? 


Muslims in the Military Accounts Dep\rtment. 

281. Mr. Abdul Haye: (a) Will the Government please lay on table a 
"Statement showing the number of Muslim and non-Muslim accountants 
4md clerks separately in the offices of the Financial Adviser, Military 
Finance, Military Accountant General and each of the offices of Con- 
trollers of Military Accounts of the various Districts? 

fFor answer to this question, see answer below Question No. 227. 



VJXBTAJBSaai QUBSTpirS Am ANSWBBS. 

(6) What action, if any, did the Financial Adyiser, Military Finance, 
.and^Military Accountant General take to increase the number cf Mus- 
lims in the Military Accounts Department since they were addressed on the 
subject by the Anjuman Islamia, Simla, in July 1926? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (la) There is no accountants’ grade 
in tho office of the Financial Adviser, Military Finance. A statement 
-showing the number of Muslim and Non-Muslim assistants, accountants 
•and clerks (including temporary establishments) employed in the office 
of the Financial Adviser, Military Finance and in the several offices of 
the Military Accounts Department on the 31st December 1926 is placed 
on the table. 

(6) The Military Accounts Department has still a very large number 
of temporary clerks over and above the permanent sanctioned strength 
and until these men are absorbed or discharged it will not be possible 
for that Department to make any fresh recruitment in its clerical service. 
The point, however, will be borne in mind when fresh recruitment is 
opened. 


Statcinent showing tho number of Muslim and Non-Muslim Assistinta, Accountants and clerks 
(including temporary establishments) employed in the oflBeCof the Financial Advisor, Military 
Finance and the Military Accounts Offices in India on tho .Hist Deegmbor 1026. 


Offices, 

1 

Muslims. 

Non- 

Muslims. 

Total. 

Financial Adviser, Military Finance 

10 

82 

92 

Military Accountant General 

3 

97 

100 

Controllers of Military Accounts — 

Northern Command nnd Rawalpindi and Kohnt Dis- 
tr’ets ........ 

' 73 

•118 

491 

Peshawar District ...... 

35 

213 

247 

Lahore Distiict ...... 

43 

317 

360 

Wazii'istan District ...... 

SO 

230 

259 

Sind- iinjpu tana District ..... 

9 

136 

145 

Western Command and Baluchistan District 

26 

230 

256 

Southern Command and Poona and Bombay Dis- 
tricts 

6 

, 384 

390 

Madras District . . • . . 

1 

172 

178 

Central Provinces District .... 

5 

194 

199 

Eastern Command and United Provinces District 

32 

349 

381 

Allahabad Independent brigade Area 

. .. 6 

100 

1C6 

Presidency and Assam District 

' 9 

217 

, 226 

Burma District 

6 

120 

126 

Controller of Army Factory Accounts 

21 

420 

441 

Field Controller of Military Accounts, Poona 

1 

29 

30 

Controller of Marine Accounts 

2 

71 

78 

Controller of Royal Air Force Accounts . . . i 

1 

70 

82 

Total 

1 ' 339 

8,838 

4,177. 


Case of Mr. F. M. Izzat Beg of the Indian Corps of CLERto. 

232. Mr. Abdul Haye: 1. Is it a fact that F. M. Izzat who 
belonged to the Indian Corps of Clerks and was working in th^ Station 
Staff Office, Solan, was transferred to Ferozepore in June 1926* and, waa 
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oxdaiod to report on 25tb June 1925 fpr duty at Headquarters, feroze* 
pOre Brigade Area? 

2. Is it a fact that the said F. M. Izzat Beg, in the last week of 
June 1925 applied for sick leave on medical certifidate and the same was 
granted to him. 

5. Is it a fact that on 6th July 1925 he submitted another applica- 
tion for extension of leave, which was supported by a medical certificate 
granted by Major A\ H. Heslop, E.A.M.C., Civil Surgeon, KasauJi, and 
countersigned by Major C. L. Franklin, R.A.M.C., British Station 
Hospital, Solan? 

4. Is it a fact that on 16th July 1925, a telegram was despatched to 
F. M. Izzat Beg from the Ferozepore Brigade Area asking him to join 
Headquarters forthwith? 

5. Is it a fact that in reply thereto F. M. Izzat Beg wired saying 
that he had submitted a medical certificate and that he would join on ^rd 
Jifly 1925 when his leave expired? 

C. Is it a fact that this extension of leave was in the firsD instances 
granted to F. M. Izzat Beg? 

7. Is it a fact that F. M. Izzat Beg joined the Headquarters Ferozepore 
Brigade Area on 28rd July 1925, when he was, at once, placed under 
suspension and the very next day he was discharged from service under 
section 16 and item (XX) of the table annexed to rule 13 of the Indian. 
Army Act, on the ground that he was unlikely to become an efficient 
soldier? 

8. Will the Government please state what occasions the Brigade 
Major had of forming an opinion about the capacity of F. M. Izzat Beg 
to become an efficient soldier beyond this that he appeared before him 
for the first time on 23rd July 1925 when he was immediately placed 
under suspension? 

9. Is it a fact that the Brigade Major in fact suspected that F. M. 
Izzat Beg was not really ill and had submitted an application contain- 
ing a false excuse? If so, was any enquiry made into this matter? 

10. if the answer to No. 9 is in the negative, will the Government 
please state for what other reasons the Brigade Major came to the con- 
clusion that F. M. Izzat Beg was not likely to become an efficient soldier? 

11. Is a clerk who is neither an attested person nor a recruit liable 
to discharge on the ground specified by the Brigade Major? 

12. Are Government prepared to reconsider this case or at least 
to institute an enquiry into^ll^ allegations against F. M. Izzat Beg? 

Mr. O. M. Young: l. Mr. i’. M. Izzat Beg, then a clerk in the 
Station Staff Ofiice, Solan, on the 31st March 1925, arranged mutually 
for a transfer to the Ferozepore Brigade Area in June 1925. The transfer 
was sanctioned and he was ordered to report at Ferozepore on the 25th 
June 1925. 

2. On this date, Mr. Izzat Beg wired from Jullundur, to which place 
he had proceeded on 3 days* joining leave, that he had fallen sick and OBc 
the 27th June wrote in confirmation enclosing a medical certificate from 
a local doctor. He subsequently returned to Solan and endeavoured to^ 
obtain a medical certificate from the Sub-Assistant Surgeon of the 
British Station Hospital on the ground th&t he was sick and in need 
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sick leave. This request was refused whereupou he endeavoured to 
<^tain a certificate from the Officer Commanding British Station Hos- 
pital, who informed him that if he was sick he, should report al the 
British Station Hospital in the usual way. 

8. Instead of doing so, Mr. Izzat Beg proceeded to Kasailli and re- 
turned with a 'certificate from the Civil Surgeon of that place, dated the 
5th July, 1925, to the effect that he was suffering from hill diarrhoea, and 
recommending him for the grant of a fortnight's leave. 

4 to 6. This leave, ft appears was not formally granted, bht 
Mr. Izzat Beg was allowed to remain at Solan until the 15th July, 1925, 
when he received orders from the Headquarters of the Ferozepore Brigade 
Area to proceed, and, if necessary, report sick, there. He refused to 
do BO, and stated that he would join on the 23rd July. He reported for 
duty at Ferozepore on the 23rd July, 1925. 

7 to 10. Owing to his unsatisfactory conduct in the matter he was 
discharged under item (xx) of the Table annexed to rule 13 of the Indian 
Army Act Eules. 

11. Mr. Izzat Beg was enrolled under the Indian Army Act and, 
subject to the provisions of that Act for the purposes of discipline and 
discharge. Government are advised that his discharge under this item 
was, therefore, legal 

12. Petitions from this man have already been considered and re- 
jected both by the Government of India and by the military authorities 
at Army Headquarters on six occasions and Government do not propose 
to reconsider their decision. 

Case of Mk. Mohamad Usma^?, lave an Inspector of Works at 
Pampat, Eant Indian Railway. 

233. Mr. Abdul Haye: 1. Are Government aware of the fact that 
the services of Mr. Mohamad Usman, an Inspector of Works drawing 
Rs. 240 per mensem at Panipat during the years 1921 — ^25, were dispensed 
with at the time of the transfer of the D U. K. section of the East Indian 
Railway to the North Western Railway? 

2. Is it a fact that this Mohamad Usman had already put in about 9 
years' service in the East Indian Railway at Allahabad during the years 
1904—12? 

3. Is it a fact that Mohamad Usman was takgn on the permanent cadre 
of the East Indian Railway from 1st April 1924? 

4. Is it a fact that the name of MohamacU Usman was shown as per- 
manent Inspector of Works in the East Ihdidh Railway Classified Printed 
List of January, 1925? 

5. Is it a fact that paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Railway Board’s memo- 
randum received with the Agent, East Indian Railway’s letter No. 26456, 
dated 25th August, 1924, clearly mentioned that permanent staff and not 
temporary of the East Indian Railway was to be transferred to the Notth 
Western Railway? 

6. Is it a fact that the name of Mohamad Usman was included in ihi 
list of permanent staff handed over to the North Western BaAway at the 
time of the transfer of the D. U. E. Railway to the Noortiii Western XijtXL. 
way? 
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7. Is it a fact that the Chief Engineer, East Indian Kailway, a^ked. 
the Divisional Superintendent, North Western Railway, Delhi, to serve 
Mohamad Usman with a notice of discharge simply on the ground that -he 
(Mohamad Usman) was a temporary hand? 

8. Is it a fact that after dispensing with the services of Mohamad 
Usman his post was filled by the appointment of one Surveyor (B. Ganpat 
Rai) who had never worked before as Inspector of Works and later by one 
Dilbag Rai, a Sub-In8j)ector of Works, a man much junior to Mohamad 
Usman, and drawing only Rs. 190 per mensem? 

9. Is it a fact that His Excellency the Viceroy was pleased to say in 
his speech that ** at the transfer of the company line to the Government 
of India the railway staff will npt be affected*’? 

10. Is it a fact that after his discharge, Mohamad Usman represented 
his case to the Agent, East Indian Railway, the President, Railway Board, 
and His Excellency the Viceroy? 

I 

11. Do Government propose to see their way to reinstate Mohamad 
Usman in his original post of Inspector of Works or offer him a similar 
post on the North Western Railway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Without going into all the detail covered by 
the Honourable Member’s question, I may say that Mr. Mohamad 
Usman did appeal against his discharge, but the Government of India 
did not see sufficient reason to interfere. I am afraid that I cannoli give 
the assurance asked for by the Honourable Member. 

Cantonment Fund Net Receipts and Expenditiuie for 1925-26 in 

KESPLCT ok Cantonments without Elected or Nominated Boards. 

234. Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
furnish a statement showing Cantonment Fund net receipts and expendi- 
ture on “general administration’’ and “collection of revenue” for the year 
1925-26 with respect to such Cantonments as have no elected or nominated 
Boards ? 

(b) Aro Government prepared to take steps to reduce the expenditure 
in this connection if it is shown that any of these canionmentB has to spend 
nearly one-third of its total net fund receipts on general administration 
and collection of revenue? 

Annual Expenditure on Cantonment Fund Office Establishment in 
Third Class Cantonments. 

285. Rao Bahadur M. Cr» R^jah: (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

i. What was the annual expenditure on Cantonment Fund office 
establishment in the case of third class Cantonments before 
the separation of judicial and executive work in 1924? 
ii. And what is the present expenditure on the same? 

(b) In cases where an increase is reported, are Government prepared 
to take the necessary steps to curtail this expenditure in proportion to the 
work to be done? 

Mr. O. M. Young: With your permission, Sir, I will answer Questions 
Kos. 234 and 285 together. 
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* The statement and comparative figures are not readily availaBle, but X 
will endeavour to obtain them, and communicate the result to the 
Honourable Member. 

QuALIEIOATIONS of PeksONS ENTRUSTED WITH THE PUErAllATION OF 
Assessment Lists in Cantonments. 

236. Bao Bahadur M, 0. Eajah: Are Government aware that even a 
member of any Cantonment Board is not deemed eligible to be a member 
of the Assessment Committee imder section 68, sub-section (4), and that 
whenever any new house or building is erected its valuation and assess- 
ment are made by an Assessment Committee and not by any single indi- 
vidual? 

Do Government propose to lay down the qualifications necessary for 
assessors to ensure that untrained men may not be entrusted with the work 
of preparing the assessment lists? 

Mr. a. M. Young: Sub-section (4) of section 68 of the Cantonments 
Act lays down, that the Assessment Committee shall consist of not less 
than three persons, and where there is a Board, it shall not be neces- 
sary to appoint to the Assessment Committee any member thereof. 
From this it is clear that members of Cantonment Boards are eligible 
to serve on Assessment Committees. 

The assessment of new houses and building® is not made by the 
Assessment Committee, but by the Cantonment Authority itself. 

Government do not propose to prescribe any such qualifications. In 
their opinion section 66 of the Act provides all that is necessary for an 
efficient preparation of the list. 


THE INDIAN MEKCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Presentation of thk Eeport of the Select Committee. 

Mr. J. W. Bhore (Secretary, Education, Health and Lands): Sir, I 
beg to present the Keport of the Select Committee on the Bill further 
to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923. 


THE GOLD STANDARD AND RESERVE BANK OF INDIA BILL. 

Nomination of Members of the Legislative Assembly to serve on the* 

Joint Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member): Sir, I move; 

“ That the follo^ng Members of the Legislative Assembly be nominated to serve 
on the Joint Committee to consider and report on the Bill to establish a gold standard 
currency for British India and constitute a reserve Bank of India, namely : 

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty, Mr. Jamnadas 
. M. Mehta, Mr. A. B'angaswami Iyengar, Mr. N. C. Kelkar, Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, Mr. Fazal Ibrahim Ranimtulla, Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan. 
Mr. Yakub 0. Ariff, Mr. H. G. Cocke, Sir Victor Sassoon, Mr. Kikablm: 
Premchand, Mr. V. K, Aravamudha Ayangar, and the Mover.** 

The motion was adopted. 
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NoiliifATioN OF Members of the Legislative Assembly to serve on the 

Joint Committee. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, I move : 

That the following Members of the Legislative Assembly be nominsW to serve 
on the Joint Committee to consider and report on the Bill further to amend the Imperial 
Bank of India Act^ 1920, for certain purposes.” 

Sir, the names are the same as before, and with your permissioii, I will 
not read them out. 

The motion was adopted. 

Sir Walter Willson (Associated Chambers of Commerce: Nominated 
Non-Official) : Sir, may I ask when this Committee is intended to sit and 
vsdiei; we are likely to receive the Report? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Sir, if I may be allowed, the inten- 
tion of the Government is, if possible, that the Select Committee should 
I complete its labours before the Simla Session. I should like to say that I 
shall be very ghid myself to have an opportunity of meeting the members 
of this Committee some time to-day or Monday with a view to considecmg 
the preliminary question of our convenience as to dates pf sitting. 

Mr. E. 0. Boy (Bengal: Nominated Non-Official): Sir, shal' I be in 
order in saying one word at this stage? 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to give any infor- 
mation on this point? 

Mr. K. 0. Boy: May I ask the Honourable the Finance Member whe- 
ther he has taken anybody from Bengal? 

Mr. President: Order, order. That stage is past. The Honourable 
Member was at liberty to move amendments. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, it is desirable that we should know whether wo meet on Monday or 
not, because Monday is probably the last day of the Session, I see there is 
a general desire that the Committee should have a preliminary meeting 
before we leave; and I think the Honourable the Finance Member would 
do well to tell us whether he has definitely fixed Monday. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: My difficulty is that the members 
have not yet been appointed by the Council of State and I am not quite 
sure when they will be, but perhaps independently of that, it would be 
well if we were definitely to arrange to meet at, say 10-30 on Monday morn- 
ing, in one of the Committee rooms, just to have a preliminary discussion. 

Mr. Janxnadas M. Mehta: With the Members of the Council of State 
or alone? 

The Honourable Sir Baidl Blackett: With whatever is possible. 


THE MADRAS SALT (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. V. K. Aravaanudha Ayangar (Finance Department : Nbminated 
Official) : Sir, I rise to move that the Bill further to amend the Madras 
Salt Act, 1889» for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council State, be 
taken into consideration. 
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This iis a very simple Bill and does not require a long explanation. 
Under the Madras Salt Act, section 43B, private mahufacturera of salt 
are required to pay a certain percentage of the cost of the preventive estab- 
lishments which is represented by the difference between the cost of the 
establishment and 6 per cent, of the duty collected. Its object, Sir^ was 
twc-fold, first, to make the Government bear in normal circumstances the 
normal cost of a normal factory working with normal economies; second, 
Sir, it was to ensure the opening of factories at places which were suitable 
and making salt manufacturers exercise due dilligence and care in manufac- 
ture. 

This percentage worked satisfactorily when the salt duty stood at 
Es. 2-8, bu]b that duty has since been changed, and the cost of establish- 
ment has increased. The result has been, first, that private manufacturers 
and through them the consumers are made to bear a portion of the cost Cf 
establishment which should ordinarily be borne by Government; and 
secondly, it has had an unfortunate result for the Madras agriculturists 
who find a hot weather occupation in those small salt factories which are 
located in various parts of Madras. The present 6 per cent, limit throws 
a burden on the manufacturers of salt and threatens the extinction of these 
small factories. In order to avoid these two difficulties, it is proposed to 
give power to the Central Board of Eevenue to fix a proper percentage 
which will represent the proper cost to be borne by Government and which 
would ordinarily be fixed with reference to the rate of salt duty. 

Sir, I move. 

Hr. President: iMotion moved: 

** That the Bill further to amend the Madras Salt Act, 1889, for a certain purpose^ 
as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consideration.** 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non-Muham- 
madan Eural) : Sir, I beg to move the amendment that stands in my name. 

Mr. President: Order, order. The Honourable Member has been long 
enough in the House to know that this is the consideration stage. 

The question is: 

** That the Bill further to amend the Madras Salt Act, 1889, for a certain purpose, 
as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consideration.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That clause 2 do stand part of the BUI.” 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Sir, I beg to move: 

” That for clause 2 of the Bill the following be substituted : 

* 2. Sub-clause (4) of clause B of section 45 of the Madras Salt Act, 1889, shall 
be omitted*.** 

Sir, the purpose of my amendment is exactly the same as that which the 
Government profess. Only the amendment which I move will in effect 
carry out what they profess to do, whereas the amendment of the Madras 
Salt Act put down by the Government leaves it still in the discretjion of 
the Government to carry out or not the intention which they profess. Sir,. 
80 far as this is concerned, I take it that the Government do definitely 
accept the principle — accepted by all modem systems of finance — ^that the 
cost of collection of any tax should necessatjly be a charge on the tax col- 
lector and should not be levied from those who by some unfortunate streaa 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[26th Mae. 1027. 


ma 

[Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar.] 

of circumstances are placed at the mercy of the Oovemment. Sir, this 
Madras Salt Act» under which this cess has been levied on the salt mi^nu* 
iacturers in my province, is a very antiquated legislation and it cannot te 
said that it conforms to any modem principles of financial administration. 
These salt manufacturers have been repeatedly petitioning the Govern- 
ment that the various hardships, that the various difficulties and burdens 
thst have been imposed upon them, should be removed so that they might 
reallj take steps to improve the manufacture of salt and they may make 
an honest penny in a trade which they say has been very much depress^ 
by reason of these exactions of the Government. Sir, what is it that the 
Government want these salt manufacturers to do? They want them to 
pay and to submit themselves to a variety of impositions. Under sectidn 
43 of the Madras Salt Act, these salt manufacturers are bound to pay hot 
merely the Salt duty blit ilso: 

(1) the rent or assies^ment of the lend occupied by the factory and of the land or 
buildings on or in which the salt was stored . • . 

(^) interest at 5 per cent, per annum on the capital cost of the works construq^ed 
at the expense of Government within tbe factory of any of the descriptions or for 
any of the purposes mentioned in section 31, • 

(3) the cost of any works executed under section 32 and not recovered thereunder,” 
and then the last clause is the one which is now being amended : 

” (4) so much of the annual expenditure incurred by the Government on the estab- 
lishments maintained at the factory or place of storage for tRe purposes of guarding 
the salt and of realizing the revenue thereon as may exceed 5 per centum on the duty 
levied on the salt therein sold in preceding official years and as has not been recovered 
^7 Governments” 

In other words, Sir, the Government want these manufacturers to pay 
a percentage of the cost of collection of the tax, a percentage of the ex- 
penditure which the Government have to incur necessarily to protect the 
aalt monopoly which they possess. Sir, the salt duty jis in itself a most 
iniquitous impost on this country. So far as that duty is concerned, I do 
not think any civilised Government will rely upon it as a normal source 
of taxation. On the other hand, I can well understand any modem system 
of Government going to levy a duty on salt in emergencies. Any souhd 
system of finance should rely mi the salt duty as an emergency resource 
at their hahds and should not seek to tap a source which is an impost on 
the necessaries of life of the poor Indians. Therefore, Sir, everything that 
adds to the difficulties of the salt tax la necessarily an inflic^on on the 
poor of the county apart from the loss inflicted on the salt manufacturers, 
for, after all, it finally falls on the consumers of salt. Sin these salt manu- 
facturers, as my Honourable friend Mr. Aravamudha Ayangar pointed out, 
bore a proportion of this expenditure which when the salt duty was higher 
was certainly smaller in dimension. But as the salt duty was lowered, 
the percentage on that increased to such an extent in accordance with the 
terms of the Statute that they themselves find it iniquitous and want ’ to 
remedy it. But instead of proceeding the right way of remedying it, they 
still t^e power to levy this extra cess on the salt duty on the ground that 
though they 8igree to the principle that in all normal factories they will 
see that the expenditure on establishments is not imposed on the conlrac- 
tcrs, they want to* take power in abnormal conditions or an abnormal fac- 
tories to levy an extra cess upon the manufacturers. I am told, 'Sir, that 
the object of that is not even to meet expenditure out of that imposition 
but to prevent salt factories being established at places where they iriay 
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j)rove unremunerative, to discoui^e the oozitiUQUtoce of feetories ixx places 
where the cost of manufaotyre is so great ^at the extra, oe^s will 4eter 
him from oontinuing the manufacture of salt. Sir, if all ihat is correct, 
the proper way to do that is not to amend the law so as still to retain in 
their* hands the power to levy this impost, but to abolish this impost alto- 
gether as out of date, unscientific and unjust and to prevent directly ‘ the 
formation of new factories or to take ^^teps for closing factories which have 
jproved imremunerative. That is the fair and right way of dealing with it 
and this round-about way is very wrong. Sir, I hji^ve in my hand a 
memorial which has been submiUed by the lessees and licensees of 8$lt 
pans and salt factories in my constituency and they very properly point 
out that apart from the increase in the expenditure of the establishments 
of the Government which thereby imposes on them an additional charge, the 
•XJovernment are not only collecting this tax for the purpose of maintaining 
this staff but they also call upon these people to execute necessary repairs 
.to irrigation works, channels and various other things which are needed 
for the manufacture of salt on those lands. Sir, where people own lands 
on which crops are grown, and on which there is a system of irrigation^ 
where/ water is conducted for various purposes of cultivation, the Govern- 
ment have acknowledged their duty and have been dischamng ttie duty 
of carrying out repairs of these irrigation works, of these wannels and 
other works, which are appurtenant to the system of culture of the land 
in question. Where it is a land upon which salt is manufactured, salt is 
cultured, the Government say that every expenditure that has to be in- 
curred should be borne by the manufacturers or licensees and that they 
should also pay an interest upon such works as the Government have exe- 
cuted. We must not forget, Sir, that the Government is claiming a motion 
poly and is claiming a right to protect that monopoly and therefore, where 
the Government wants to retain this monopoly, it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to maintain these works, to maintain these establishments for 
preventive as well as for other purposes, and if their monopoly is to be 
protected, it is not the licensee that should be called upon to pay for it. 
There are various other hardships which these people are put to, but they 
do not necessarily arise on this occasion. I am pointing them out only 
for the purpose of showing that it adds to the burdens of these people. 
Sir, I have put in a mbtion, if this is not passed, for a larger limit Of 
exemption for them than is provided in the present Act, so that, at least 
they may be sure that beyond a certain percentage they will not be taxed. 
But having regard to the fact that this House has accepted a further re- 
duction in the salt duty from Es, 1-4-0 to Es. 0-10-0 a maund, I do 'not 
think that that amendment will now work and I consider that on the 
whole* the logical, 'the just and the fair way of dealing with it is to abolish 
this impost altogether. The Government say that they want to do it; 
only they want to keep the power for abnormal circumstances. Consider- 
ing ♦hat abnormal circumstances must be dealt with on their own merits 
in each case as it arises and that it should not be proyided for by Statute, 
I move that this clause be omitted. 

Ht. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor: 
Nfon-Muhammadan Bural) ; Sir, I also have given notice of * a sinoLilar 
motion and therefore I entirely adopt all the arguments put forward ko 
eloquently and so lucidly by my Honourable friend Mr. A. . BangaeW|uni 
Iyengar. Sir, it has been rightly said by him that the salt .duty 
itself iniquitous! That Madras 'salt 'should be specially .pezkaUsed M 
more' iniquitous 'and to select a Madrasi gentieman for^ puttings 
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sort of proposal is the most iniquitous of all and I am extremdy sorry that 
Madras has to say to Mr. A;ravamudha Ajrangar “JSf in Brute.** Sir, I 
am further sorry that my fritod Mr. Aravamudha Ayangar, young as he 
is and early in his public life, has become a greater bureaucrat than the 
confirmed bureaucrats in his euaviter in modo, fortiter in re policy. ‘He 
has been exhibiting a good ded of sympathy for the Madras agrioulturistsi.. 
for unemployment and for so many other things and has made suggestions 
about opening furtfter factories, all for the piupose of what? Further 
penalising the present salt. Sir, I consider that this salt duty, this addi- 
tional cess upon the salt is another form of protective duty for imported 
salt. The imported salt of Calcutta has to bear only Es. 1-4-0 or Bs. 0-10-0, 
whatever that may be, whereas the indigenous salt has not only to bear the 
salt duty but also excess charge which means so much of protection to- 
the imported salt which does not bear this excess duty. Therefore, Sir, 
ip is highly inequitable that you should select the indigenous salt and 
particularly Madras salt, for the purpose of protecting the imported salt 
and penalising the consumers by levying additional charges upon theip. 
We find. Sir, from the Statistical Abstract that year after year there is 
always an amount of about 6 annas or 3 annas in exces4 of the ordinary 
dutj that is levied upon^iialt and from a footnote oa page 168 of the 
Statistical Abstract of IncJia I find that there were also other rates varying 
with the quality and age of salt and with reference to auction sales. The 
prices ranged from 2 as 6 pies to Es. 1-10-0 per maund in 1916-17 and to 
Es 2-9-0 in 1917-18. This is in addition to the salt duty that is levied 
and is called the selling price of it. Sir, it is highly unjust that such a 
eoUing price should be added to the ordinary duty which is considered as 
a great hardship. It is stated in the Statement of Objects and Eeasons 
that this 6 per cent, was fixed at a time when the salt duty was Es. 2-8-0 
and now that it has been reduced to Es. 1-4-0 it is but proper to raise it 
still further, and in order to avoid all contingencies they want to leave 
the section as vague as possible. This rate of Es. 2-8-0 was introduced m 
1888, that is at the time when this Salt Act *was passed — ^the Madras Salt 
Act was passed in 1889. It continued up to only 1902 and from 1902 to 
1922-28 it continued to be only at Es. 1-4-0 and sometimes even at one 
rupee, and this idea of altering the section had not been taken up all 
along. But now it is stated that this clause B (4) of section 43 of the 
Madras Salt Act was passed at a time when the salt duty W8W Es. 2-8-0 
and it is time enough for changing that leection. Why did not this idea 
occur between 1902 and 1922-23 and why should it occur now? Tlie reason 
is also a little plain from the Statement of Objects and Eeasons. They 
have increased enormously the cost of establishments, they have made 
extravagant additions to their establishments, and in order to make that 
up you want to make the consumer of salt pay all the charges. What is 
the justification for maintaining an extravagant establishment for the so- 
called detective or preventive duties and levying all the charges upon the 
consumer? For instance, in the case of income-tax if you employ a large 
number of officers, do you levy all that charge on the assessees? This is 
part of the collection expenditure and it is no justification for throwing 
the preventive expenditure, the detective expenditure upon the consumer. 

I think that there is absolutely no justification for the step that is now 
being taken by the Government !n amending this Act. Therefore, If there 
is any real hona fide in the expi^s^on that Is made in the Statement of^ 
Objects and Eeasons, that *^it is the intention of the Government that 
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^xLonnally the cost of preventive establishment should bo botue by them* 
selves, not by the licensees’’ — ^if there is any good faith in that} 1 ask them 
to consent to the deletion of this clause altogether. If ^'norm^ly'^ there 
means an exception, abnormality being the ordinary rule of this Govern- 
ment, Sir, there is absolutely no protection even if you say that the State- 
ment of Objects and Beasons is an article of good faith, but in praoijce 
you use all your sword and weapon to enhance the duty and make it 
a hardship upon the consumer. I have now to communicate to you a 
message — a message which is ordinarily conveyed to the House tlpough 
Mr. Gupta— it is this. The Council of State has reversed the decisioxi of 
this Assembly in the matter of the salt tax by 27 votes to 9. {An Honour^ 
able Member: “ Shame.”) I suppose the other side will receive it with 
applause when Mr. Gupta reads out that Message to us, but we will have 
^enough of it. on Monday. But for the present I will advise my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. Aravamudha Ayangar not to be a party to throw a sword 
upon his own mother province, the pipy^ce of Madras. 

Sir Walter WUleon (Associated Chambers of Commerce: Nominated 
’Non-Official) : 1 do not wish to take part in this debate at any lengtib but 
I should like to correct a mistake, a bad mistake, which My Honourable 
friend, Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar has made. He said that in Bengal 
salt has to pay nothing except the duty. I should like to tell him that the 
salt there has to pay charrandars’ fees, has to pay fees for the scales which 
are used for weighing out the salt to see how much the Government ought 
to collect as duty, has to pay for the hire of the scales, overtime fees, 
and all the landing charges in addition. Furthermore, he will hardly be- 
lieve it, the owner of the salt in Calcutta has to pay for the tape and the 
ceiling wax which seals the salt in bond down. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: I will only ask my Honourable friend to 
look at page 158 where he will find Bengal Bs. 1-4-0 and Madras and other 
provinces where salt is manufactured, an additional sale price, and I 
believe that the expenses which my Honourable friend mentioned apply to 
other provinces as well. 

Sir Walter Willson: My knowledge is superior to the book. 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division: Non-Muhammadan): When- 
ever salt comes up for discussion in this House it is always with a heavy 
heart that I rise to speak on it. I am interested in the salt manufacture 
on the Orissa coast and I know, as my Honourable friend over there knows, 
for a long time our Orissa salt was under the Madreis Salt Department, and 
it is contiguous to the Madras salt area. It is this additional charge over 
the 6 per cent, for guarding the salt and collecting revenue thereon that 
has been responsible for the abolition of so many factories. During the 
last three or four years no less than 8 factories have been abolished. 
Excepting one, the land of which was required for the Vizagapataiin 
Harbour all the 7 factories were abolished probably owing to this chaise. 
When the year before last on my motion for reviving Orissa Salt a pious 
suggestion was thrown out that any one in Orissa will be allowed to manu- 
facture salt, if he so desires and applies for it, I was told in private con- 
versation that it is this charge which made it impossible for Orissa salt^lc 
be revived again. This charge originally — ^I do not probably undent^ 
the twisted significance of it — was for "‘guarding the salt” and ”c6Ueotip| 
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th^ royenue’'. It haa come to mean '"guarding the entire moxGOpoly'’ and: 

i:^6jotiDg all Idnde of chargee Thus proh^ly the two items contem- 
plated in sub-clause (^) have been widened in meaning $nd application. 
As 1 now imderatand the thing, and probably it is the fact, all the pre- 
ventiye chai^ges, that is, the prevention of smuggling, the prevention of 
illicit mannfacture and any other act of commission calculated to be detri- 
mpni^al to the monopoly of salt in that area and all other kinds of far.f^bed 
cluMgea* called preventive, are calculated for this purpose. Are not manj 
of 'these charges borne by Government in areas having no Salt manufacture 1 
Sijyppose there is no sedt manufactured in the Orissa coast — ^there is anothei 
big factpry in Gcfnjam in the Oriya country, I mean Surla, which hag 
been abolished and I have seen the pans there lying open and people look< 
ing at them with tearful eyes. They have no occupation now. You call 
it a subsidiary occupation on the authority of experts, but my experience 
is that on the seacoast in my part of the country it is practically the main 
occupation for many people. And when there is no salt manufactured in 
ttese areas, as* I was going to say, there must be permanent preventive 
measures adopted in these places ; there is every natural facility for manu^ 
facturing salt, there must of necessity be a preventive establishment who 
bears the cost of prevention in these cases? But if in these areas there 
is salt manufacture, is there any deduction of the charges on account of 
thb ordinary and otherwise permanent preventive establishmnt which there 
must necessarily be even if there be no salt manufacture in the area at all? 
But I presume all these preventive charges are added to this charge now 
under discussion. 

Whether it is equitable or inequitable, I am not going to discuss here. 

I know that salt is one of the principal ingredients of human blood, blood of 
all animals, and specially of human blood. And when we tax salt we 
put a tax on the very biood or life of man. Properly understood this is 
12 the emblem, the visible symbol, as my Honourable friend behind 

me put it the other day, of alien or foreign exploitation of our 
very lifeblood. I do not therefore like to say anything on the propriety or 
the equitability of this tax or any other tax or charge which it may please 
Government to add to those already existing there and thereby create a 
monopoly to crush Indian msmufacture and to promote perhaps foreign 
imports. 

In the Statement of Objects and Keasons there is expressed a very pious 
solicitude, so to say, that Government will have the discretion to relieve 
the people in normal years. Government realises, it is said, that because 
the salt duty has been reduced to la. 4d., this 5 per cent, is not enough. 
Government is going to apply its direction so that no more factories will 
be established and perhaps more ^small factories will be started. We have 
seen Government discretion exercised year after year, so far as the import 
duty is concerned. The import duty is the main thing which handicaps 
the Indian salt manufacture and year after year any discussion of that 
question in the House has been practically avoided under the subterfuge 
of a sentence in the Tariff Act. It has been said there that whereas 
in all other cases the duly is fixed in amount in weight or say, so much 
per maund or 20 or some other per cent., ad valorem, in the case of 
imported salt it is just as much as the excise duty on the salt of Indian 
manufacture of the place into which the salt is imported. This practi- 
cally precludes the House from considering the question and therefore 
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have never, thou^t, of putt^ig fct^i^. swr discretionary 
m^ute for the protection of salt of, Indiw miitinfadiure; By ffii#, tam^. 
they might have saved not only tlie factories bni> they ni^ht Ipiave started 
many other small factories and might have come to the rescue of those 
Mj^^PUa^men, whOt as I told the House the other day> ore in;tb0 grift of 
f|m^ and who, live on grass. The Hptise will now reidise the signi^anae> 
<%i diforetjon. Without saying anything more now — have got anoth^ 
S ffiffl j ffi ent t^ move; perhaps when it comes I shall have to speajh morfh 
on the subject — support my Honourable friend Mr. Bangaswami 
Iyengar’s amendment. 

Mr. V. K. AraTSmudha Ayangar.: Sir, I am afraid there has been a 
deal of misunderstanding regarding the scope of the present Bill. 
I can assure the House it is for the benefit of the Madras agriculturist 
and for the benefit of the Madras constuner that I have taken this, pl^f^ant 
task of moving this Bill to-day. 

In the first place I can assure the Honourable Mr. Bangaswami lyengt^ 
again that the intention of Government is to increase the percentage ^o be 
borne by Govfemment from 6 to 7J per cent., so that hardly any fact^ in 
Madras will have to pay imy portion of the cost of establishment. 

Secondly, Sir, my Honourable friend Pandit Nilakantha Das referred 
to the general question of salt manufacture and also put forward the case 
of Orissa. I would refer him to the assurance given by the Honourable 
the Finance Member in connection with the discussions on the Salt Demand 
iriian he said : 

“The Govemment of India are perfectly prepared to consider any proposid>for 
the protection of the manufacture of salt in Orissa which is economic.” 

I think. Sir, I cannot go beyond the terms of that assurance. 

My friend Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar himself has admitted that in regard 
to the factories which are not worked on an econconio basis it is necessary 
that Government should have powers . „ 

Mr- A. Bangaawaiui Iyengar: No, no; that they will close them down. 

Mr. V. E. Aravamudha Ayangar: Let me tell him that if clause (4) of 
section 48 (B) is omitted. Government would still have power. 

Fa^^t Nilakant^ Das: Do your economies include all these charges? 

Mr. V. E. Aravamudha Ayugar: I am afrmd I do not understmid tilfe 
Honourable Member. There is a certain portion of the cost of the. pre- 
ventive establishment which has to be borne by the manufacturer which it 
is now 'proposed that Government should bear. 

I was referring to Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar who thought that 1^ 
qipitting clause (4) of section 43(B) he would be improving the poeitioi^ 
I am a&aid that Mr. Iyengar is, next to the Finance Member, we mosl| 
bfpdworked man in thq Assembly and that he has not taken the trouble 
to go into the otl^qr parts of the Salt Act. Licences have to be giv^ 
by Commissioners on certain conditions. As a matter of fact in Bopab|i7 
in cases where the cost of the establishment js recovered, the reoovq^ is 
made under the section which, provides. . . . * . 
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Ux. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: I think it is an abuse^oi the seotion. 
^ey have no buBiness to put conditions of this onerous character under the 
I>lea of granting licences. 

Mr. V. E. Aravamudha Ayangar: At any rate it has not been objected 
to so far and it is a separate question Which should be taken by itself. I 
think the Central Board of Revenue will study the discussions on this Bill 
and consider the question very carefully. I therefore ask the Honourable 
Member not to press this amendment, 

Mr. President: The question is: 

** That for clausa 2 of the Bill the following be substituted : 

' 2. Sub>clau8e (^) of clause B of section 43 of the Madras Salt Act. 1889, shall 
be omitted*.*’ 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President: Mr. Eangaswami Iyengar does not move his altema* 
uve amendment? 

Mr. A. Bangaswaml Iyengar: No, Sir, I am not moving it. 

Mr. President: Does Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar wish to move his 
alternative amendment? 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: No, Sir. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. V. K. Aravamudha Ayangar: Sir, I move that the Bill, as passed 
by the Council of State, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE PROVIDENT FUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. J. W. Shore (Secretary, Education, Health and Lands): Sir, I 
move that the Bill further to amend the Provident Funds Act, 1926, for 
a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into con- 
sideration. 

This is a very small amending Bill intended to modify the rigidity of 
the definition of Government Provident Fund in clause (d) of section 2 
of the Provident Funds Act, 1925. It was brought to our notice by the 
Madras Government that the provisions of the Act at present exclude from 
its benefits such low-salaried staff as clerks employed under District’ 
Educational Councils and clerks and librarians in educational institutions, 
and they suggested that the Act should be modified and that this anomaly 
should be removed. Agreeing with that view. Sir, we have brought in this 
small amending Bill, the object of which is to make the definition in 
clause (d) of section 2 sufficiently elastic to include grades other than 
teachers empIo;^ed on educational work or in connection with it. Sir, I 
beg to move. 

The motion was adopted. 
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Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr, J. W. Bhore: Sir, I move that the Biff, as passed by the Counoil 
of S^ate, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 

THE INDIAN FOEEST BILL. 

Sir Harl Sin^ Ctour (Central Provinces BLindi Divisions : Non* 
Muhammadan): Sir, I beg to move that the Bill to consolidate the law 
^relating to forests, the transit of forest-produce and the duty leviable on 
timber and other forest-produce, as passed by the Council of State, be 
tajien into consideration. 

Sir, in moving this motion I wish very briefly to recapitulate the facts 
why I happen to be the mover of this motion. The Statute Law Bevision 
Coxnmittee, which was constituted some time in 1921, set to work with 
a view to revising the statute law of the country. 

[At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was occupied 
by Mr. Deputy President.] 

It found that the Statute-book was overloaded with a very largo 
number of supplementary amending and explanatory Acts and the Stst 
thing that the Committee decided was that the Statute-book should bo 
purged of all these supplementary and amending pieces of legislation 
■jjjAh a view to ensure compactness and convenience for the sake of 
reference. As such, a very large number of Acts were consolidated and 
went into one cover of the Indian Succession Act, which was passed by 
this House two years ago. Another piece of legislation which was also 
consolidated is the Merchant Shipping Act and Honourable Members 
will find from the Schedule appended to this Forest Act that no less than 
eight amending Acts have been consolidated in this one Act. 

Now, I find 'on the agenda a very large number of amendments sug- 
gesting improvements and amendments on the merits of the various 
sections. I wish to point out, Sir, that the primary object of a consoli- 
dating Statute is to consolidate and not to amend. If any amendment 
is necessary that must be taken up as a separate matter. The object of 
consolidation, I submit, is to bring together within the compass of one 
Act what is found scattered over perhaps a very large number of pages 
of the Statute-book. Therefore, so far as the principle underlying the 
motion which I beg to move goes, it is that we really desire consolidation 
and consolidation only. So far as the question of consolidation is con- 
cerned, Local Governments were consulted and verbal changes — and they 
are no more than verbal changes, I have gone through the whole Act 
from first to last — ^have been made for the purpose of bringing out the 
real meaning of the various provisions of the Act and they are in sub- 
stance and in form merely drafting changes. I submit, therefore, that 
the House must deal wdth this question as one of consolidation, pure and 
simple, and agree with the Council of State in passing this piece of legis* 
lation. Sir, I move it. 

Mr. 0. Duralswamy Alyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoorr 
Non-Muhammadan Eural): Sir, I have given notice of an amencbneht 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 
I have heard patiently the achievements of Sir Hari Singh Gour on the 
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[Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar.] 

Statute Law Eevision Committee and the number of Bills whicji he haa. 
consolidated into<^ whole Acts 

Sir m^arl Sin^ Gonrt On a point of personal explanation, I heve said 
nothing about having consolidated any Bills at all. I was all along refsr- 
, rinsr to the work of the Statute Law Eevision Committee. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: I meant no offence to Sir Hari Singh* 
Gour — meant only a compliment. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: It is an undeserved compliment, Sir. 

Ifr. 0. Dporalawamy Aiyangar: I do not know why my Honourable 
frfend. Dr. Gour feels shy of any amendment being made or any im-‘ 
.provements being made upon the Bill he has presented to the Assembly 
on this occasion. Sir, there is nothing to prevent this House, under tho 
rules or standing orders or the Act, from taking cognisance of a Bill .... 

the Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman (Home Member): On a 
pojnt of order, Sir. If I understood the Honourable Member who is 
mbving that the Bill be circulated — ^that is a motion that cannot be made 
on a Bill which has been passed by the other Chamber. The rule is 
quite clear — ^rule 29 of the Indian Legislative Eules; “He may move 
as an amendment that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee, and 
if such motion is carried the Bill shall be referred to a Select Committee. “ 
I submit, Sir, that rule is exhaustive and therefore my Honourable 
friend(*s motion is out of order. 

Mr. Deputy President: Has Mr. C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar anything to- 
say on the point of order? 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: I submit to your ruling. 

Mr. Deputy President: I think the rule is quite clear and this amend- 
ment cannot be moved. There is also another amendment in the name 
of Mr. Aney to the same effect, and under the rule just quoted this 
amendment also falls to the ground. There is then an amendment of 
Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar; I would like to know if he wants to move it. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: Yes, Sir.’ I move that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee and I may consolidate in the amendment 
the names given by my Honourable friend Mr. Aney in his motion, to 
form the Select Committee. Sir, I submit that when a Bill is placed 
before us for consideration it is the duty of the Assembly to see that, 
even if it be a consolidating Bill, it is a Bill good in form and beneficial 
to the country. It is not a sufficient ground to say that the object of 
the present Bill is only to consolidate all the various pieces into one and 
the object is not to improve it or make useful to the public. If it is 
possible for this House to amend the enactment in such a manner as to 
make it beneficial to the public interests ^ then I think it is the duty of 
this House to enter into that question without shirking it. Thereby, 
Sir, I will be doing a double honour to the gentleman who is responsible 
for this consolidation, by making it not only a consolidating Act but also-v 
a consolidating and good Act. 

Sir, the troubles which the people yndergo, particularly the agri- 
cultural class, in the matter of the forest rules and the provisions of the- 
Forest Act, are so enormous that every Member of this House who has 
come in contact with the agricultural population must be well aware 
how that forms the greatest grievance of the people of this country- The, 
forest reservations, the forest areas, the troubles undergone by the* 
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agricultural (population, particularly those liying, in viUa^eft^ the prose- 
culjions they have tp go through, all these are a sad tale to relate at 
p^seUit. It is absolutely necessary that the Forest Act*" shdulS be^ so 
worked that the people will receive more o£ benefft fmn the ioreste thw, 
of h^a];dp and trouble. The very fact that there are 8691 
n^nts to the various provisions of 1)his BUI that has been placed bcfocer 
th^ House will go to show that considerable hardship is being felt und^T 
the present system. Personally, bo far as 1;he Madras Bresadeney isxi 
concerned, this Act does not directly relate to it. But I am 
that the principle of a proper and useful method of woddng tl^ Min 
should. be established in the central legislature, so that the Madras Forest ] 
Act also may receive the benefit of ft and be worked accordingly and^ 
such changes Introduced, in it as this House sets the example on 
BUI. Therefore, Sir, I am anxious that this Bill should be referred tols 
a Select Committee and nothing will be lost by the short time that will bB> 
tahen by the Select Committee if by doing so this House wUl be render^ 
ing an immense public service and J therefore, Sir, commend to this. 
House the acceptance of the motion to refer this Bill to a Select Corn-, 
mittee. 

Mr. K. S. Aney (Berar Bepresentative) : Sir, I rise to support 
the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar. It is 
unfortunate, Sir, that his first amendment to circulate the Bill for public 
opinion was foimd to be out of order. If that amendment was not ruled 
out of order, this House would probably have had the benefit of ascer- 
taining the views of those who are being most affected by the working of 
the present Act One of the claims which my friend Dr. Gour has made, 
afd to a certain extent rightly made, about this Bill, was that it was 
a straightforward consolidation measure To a large extent that claim 
is true. But those who have gone through the present Bill and have 
compared it with the three or four Acts it seeks to consolidate, will find 
that it is not a completely consolidation measure in the strict sense of the 
term 

Sir Hari<0 Singh Oour: Give us an instance 

Mr. K. S. Aney: I will; you please wait. If I had not enough 
material in my pocket, 1 would not have urged this point at all. In fact, 
if my Honourable friend had gone through the debate which took place 
on this measure in the other House and the speech which the Honourable 
Sayyed Baza Ali made in introducing it last year, he himself would have 
found without my giving any instances that in this Act of 1878 there are 
certain sections which do not find a place in the present Bill and there 
are amendments made to the Act which are to some extent, in nay 
opinion, of a substantial nature. First, I Will draw the attention of my 
friend to a passage in the speech of the Honourable Mr. Baza Ali, from 
which he will see that there are omissions and alterations — whether they 
are of drafting nature or not is a different question altogether — ^and on 
that point I shalT speak later. There are at least two alterations which, 
in my opinion, cannot be said to simply make the se6tions more hicid 
or more unambiguous in the present measure. In the first place, to 
satisfy my friend I should like to read out one passage, and the House 
will see that section 34 of the old Act has been omitted. It does not find 
a place here at all. In fact, the whole of Chapter V is omitted. That 
Chapter has no corresponding Chapter in this Bill, and the reason given^ 
is that on investigation it was found that that section was spent and iln 
could no longer be of any use. 
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8k Bail Singh Cknur: Obsolete. 

Mr. H. S. Aney: I am gdng to argue that also. It cannot be spent; 
it js not spent. That is my position. That might be i^e view of the 
learned members who sat on the Statute Bevision Corgmittee, but those 
who happen to read that law in a different spirit will find that the 
section cannot be spent; in fact, it only indicates that the members of 
the Statute Bevision Committee had possibly not got with them full 
informafion about the working of this Act in different provinces. It shows 
nothing more than that. But I think my Honourable friend will* be satis- 
Bed when I read out to him one passage from the speech of his colleague, 
and it is this, that “ on investigation it was found that section 84 was 
spent and it was no longer possible to make use of it So my friend 
will admit it is not a consolidation measure in the strict ewse of the 
term. Now I shall read out to the House section 84 of the old Act, and 
then this House will, I am sure, be perfectly satisfied that it is not a 
section which could be construed a% one that is now spent. It is still 
sperative if that section is properly undenAood. The section reads thus:i 

** Within twelve months from the date on which this Act comes into force in the 
territories administered by any Local Government, such Government shall, after con- 
li deration of the rights of the Government and private persons in »all forest-lands or 
sraste lands then under its executive control for purposes of forest conservancy, deter- 
nine which of such lands (if any) can, according to justice, equity and good 
conscience, be classed as reserved forests or protected forests under this Act, and 
ieclare by notification in the local ofiScial gazette, any lands so classed to be reserved 
>r protected forests, as the case may be; 

Provided that such declaration shall not affect any* rights of the Government or 
private persons to or over anv land or forest produce in any such forest, which havO. 
brevious to the date of such declaration, been inquired into, settled and recordeiv 
m a manner which the Local Government thinks sufficient : 

Provided also that if any such rights have not on such date been so inquired into, 
lettled and recorded, the Local Government shall direct that the same shall be inquired 
into, settled and recorded in the manner provided by this Act for reserved or protected 
forests, as the case may bej and, until such inqui^, settlement and record have been 
lompleted, no such declaration shall abridge or affect such rights.’* 

Of course, this is rather a long section, like the supplementary ques- 
}ion8 which my friend Mr, Kabeerud-Din Ahmed sometimes puts in this 
House, and I am afraid sometimes the very length of it makes it impos- 
uble for a man to follow the sense of it. So Honourable Members might 
layo found it somewhat difficult to catch the particular point that I have 
n view in reading out this whole section, but it was necessary that I should 
•ead out the whole of this sccton. This section, Sir, first of all makes it 
ncumbent upon the Local Government immediately after the Act is 
applied to any pbtricular tract .... 

Sir Eari Singh Oour: Which Act? 

Mr, M. S. Aney: The Act of 1878. I am reading section 34 from the 
^ct of 1878, and not of your Bill. The Consolidation Bill ceases to be 
i cosolidation Bill according to me on account of the omission of this 
section. That is my point and charge! also. So under section 34 of the 
\ct of 1878 it has been made incumbent upon the Local Government to 
dassify the lands within 12 months as reserved forests or protected forests 
mder the provisions pf that Act. That classification has to be made 
vithin a period of 12 months. 

Sir Earl Singh Oonr: Was to have been made within 12 months in 
L878. 
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Kr. M. S. Andy: 'Within 12 months from the date on wSch this Act 
comes into force 

Sir Earl Singh Oour: Then it must be 1878. 

lb. M. S. Aney: You ore entirely mistaken. The Act is applied to 
certain provinces as late as 1911, and as this section remains there, tjie 
period of 12 months should be coimted only after 1911. 

Sir Harl Singh Oour: Then it is 1912. 

Mr. H. S. Aney: Why are you so impatient? Before you hear me 
fully, you cfnnot by addmg one more year to the year which I have 
mentioned ’jgfein your point. I say that all the learning of the learned 
doctor has failed in enabling him to analyse and to understand the proper 
meaning of this section. That is my point, and it is a pity that so many 
learned doctors and so many eminent lawyers sitting on the Statutes Kevi- 
sion Committee should have overlooked this important point. That is 
my charge. The point is this, that the classification has to be made 
within a period of 12 months, and what the section further lays down is 
that before that declaration is made, the Local Government has to inquire 
into the private rights of other persons in accordance with equity, justice 
and good conscience over the waste land which is to be classed as reserwE" or 
protected forests. If such rights had already been inquired into and settled or 
recorded before, then those rights would be respected under the first pro- 
viso, and they would not be in any way affected. But the second proviso 
definitely lays down if no such inquiry" was held, then the rights, which 
private persons already enjoy over the land, shall remain unaffected dr un- 
abridged till that inquiry is made and the rights are duly recorded, !Now, 
Sir, the position will become clear if I take a concrete instance. In Berar 
this law was applied in the year 1911, and in the notification by which this 
law was made applicable it was declared that all the land classed as State 
forests under the Berar Forest Act should be treated under this law as 
reserve forests. But as far as I know no such inquiry as is contemplated 
by section 34 was ever made with regard to the private rights of individuals 
in the lands classed as State forests and therefore the rights which the 
people had over them subsist to-day in spite of that declaration of the 
Government under proviso 2 of this section. That is the position. Cer- 
tain valuable rights of village communities and private individuals over 
lands which are Keserve forest under this section subsist because the local 
Government did not make any inquiries into the rights of those individuals 
or make any record thereof as required. That is the position as it stands 
to-day. But if you take away section 84 altogether with these salutary* 
provisos, hundreds of persons will find their rights altogether annihilated 
and that will cause a serious difficulty. I do not mean to say that the 
Government have not got the right to hold an inquiry hereafter if they 
like, but so far as the protection of the existing rights are concerned, it 
was done under section 34 and Government could not take steps against 
those persons for using those rights under any one of the other sections of 
the Act of 1878. But if this whole Chapter is omitted and if these pfo- 
tective clauses are dropped, any use of those rights by them may become 
unlawful because it is a use of reserve forests without pennission from 
the Government. Perhaps it may .be possible to argue in a different and 
opposite way also. I do not deny the possibility. What I am trying to 
drive at is that the omission of this clause in the Bill is not merely* altera- 
tion of a formal nature. ''On investigation" it is stated "it was iSmi 0^% 
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this section was spent.” I maintain that the true position is like this* I 
dt no^ want to disputie the fact that the members of the Statute Law Be- 
vision Committee had made an investigation but probably the fact fe that 
they did not or could not find out whether this Act had come into force 
|n all the provinces on one and the same date; and further whether in 
every province where it was made applicable such inquiries as are con- 
templated under section 34 were invariably made by the local Government. 
But if they had not made any inquiries in any such province or tract I 
am sure that certain rights which the people are in possession of, oxe yet 
unaffected. But I am afraid that by the omission of this section in this 
Bill we are practicaUy destroying those rights to-day. Thii^ the position 
created by the omission of section 84. 

I would draw my learned friend's attention to another thing. T^e 
section 31. I will read out, Sir, only the first part of this section which 
i is relevant for the purpose of my argument. 

** The Local Gk>vernment may from time to time subj^t to the control of the QovMor 
General in Gonncil make rules to regulate the following matter.** # 

Now, if we look to the corresponding section in this consolidating Bill, 
the House will find that the words ‘'subject to the control of the Governor 
General in Council” are omitted. Whatever the reasons for this emission 
may be, I am not going to inquire into them now.^ But if it becomes possible 
for me to move my amendments later on I would give very cogent reasons 
to show why these words should be omitted and soma important new words 
substituted for them. The omitted words meant *that the rulermaMng 
power of the Local Government under this section was restrained to softie 
extent and controlled to some extent by the Governor General in Council, 
and the reason for such control was very sound. The Provincial Govern- 
ments were called upon to execute and ewiminister an Imperial Act and it 
was necessary therefore that the Governor General in Council should see 
that the rules framed under that Act were such as were in no way incon- 
sistent with the spirit of the Act. It was for this reason that those words 
were there: “subject to the control of the Governor General in Council.” 
I think mv Honourable friend is satisfied that these words do n6t exist in 
the present Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: What is the section the Hon- 
ourable Member is referring to? 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I am referring to feection 31 of the old Act. 

Sir SATl Singh** Goar: S^ection 32. 

Mr. H. S. Aney: Let us take section 89 of the old Act. This import- 
ant clause calculated to restrain the rule-making power of the .Local Gov- 
ernment in these two sections is omitted in this Bill. To my mind it 
seems that the powers of the Local Government to make rules under this 
Act have therefore to that extent been extended and widened by the pre- 
sent Bill. 

The Monourable Sir Alexander Mnddimbn: Sir, to save my Honourable 
friend takinij the time of the House I may explain to him that section 89 
does not contain the words “with the previous sanction of the Governor 
General in Council,*'. My Honourable friend is reading from an old Act 
words which hjjve been ptruck out .by the Devolution Act. T^ose words 
have been struck out from section 39. 
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Mr. M. S. Aney: I have only tried to show that sectidh 89 of the old 
Act contained those words. 

The Honourable Sir Ale(aander Muddiman: But that Act was amended 

in 1920 by the Efevolution Act. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: So there are these two things. And the third point 
^An Honourable Member: “The second point.*') is that there is some 
shghc change in the wording of section 42 of this Act. The wording of the 
present Bill differs. Paragraph 2 of section 42 in the Bill is differently 
worded from paragraph 2 of the old Act of 1878. That is perfectly dear. 

Now what I submit is this. What was probably left under the old law 

as a matt^ for the discretion of the Court has now been definitely pro- 
vided for % a matter to be ruled by the Provincial Government in its 
rules. That is the clear meaning of the change. A double penalty to he 

inflicted was under the old Act a matter for the discretion of the Court 

under certain circiunstances. But now it has been provided for by the 
rules themselves. That was not the position under that Act. To sum up 
srhat I mean is this. There are certain changes made in the Bill and 
fthanges which to my mind are not altogether of a drafting nature. I think 
chat I have cleared this position. It has been pointed out to us that this 
is a consolidating measure, therefore it must not be scrutanised very 
closely for the purpose of amending the existing law. But I have shown 
that it is not a consolidating measure in the strict sense. Even if it be, 
my point is that if this is a law which is likely to affect the interests of 
the people in various ways, then the mere fact that it is a consolidating 
law ought not to deter us from giving such consideration to it as it de- 
serves. 

There is one more reason, Su, which I would like to urge in connection 
with this motion. This Act has been passed in the year 1878, Subse- 
quent Acts have been passed later on to amend it. But for so many years 
it has practically remained there on the Statute-book unaltered, and the 
Act has been working for a very long time like that. It is now coming 
up in this compact form of a consolidating Bill before us for consideration. 

I think, Sir, it is the proper time for this House to urge such reforms 
as they choose to make in the existing Act with a view to bringing it into 
line with the requirements of the people. Because, if that is not done 
now and if it be left to a private Bill I do not think any changes are pos- 
sible. I think it is not necessary for me to tell the Honourable Memb^ 
of this House how difficult it would be to get any reform carried, out, if 
the question be overlooked now. That is another reason why I wish that 
this Bill should be referred to Select Committee. If w^ look at the vici- 
ous principles underlying this Act we find that those principles are entirely 
out of conformity with the requirements of the day. This Act is based 
upon certain ideas which no longer hold good at the present time. 
fiamework of this Act will show that an attempt was made to vest the 
Jorest Officer with as much power as it was possible 
and to limit the powers of the courts or even of ^ tiie 
Revenue Officers to a great degree. That is the baadc principle |run- 
ning through the whole of this Act. In fact, this Act and the subsequent 
mnendments made to this Act mark a triumph of the forest experts over 
the Revenue Offibers who here carrying on a struggle to safegfuard the 
interests of the people against tibe encroachment of the Forest DepiSrt- 
ment. ,That is the, position under this Act. ,The fundaipentfidjdeajui not 
any respect for the"^ ri^ts which were in exisfjence Jrom tiiiies 
‘and which the pebple have been in enjoyment for generfeljons'^ tbg^eit>*4^ut 
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to see how it would be possible for the Forest Department to claim such 
l^ndfc or privileges as they think proper to be included or enjoyed within 
the boundaries of the forest and to make use of the Indian forests with a 
view to exploit them for the sake of larger and larger revenues. It is in that 
spirit that the law was framed and rules also were made under the Act. 
That is a matter about which there is a good deal of heart-burning and 
grievance. I believe that it cannot be denied by anybody, — even the Ad- 
Djinistration Eeports of every province will amply sliow — that there haa 
been serious complaint on behalf of the people on this matter. The 
authors of the official reports have very often mentioned those complaints. 
As the matter has now come before the House it is up to House to 
see whether the framework of this law cannot be so amended^ to create a 
reasonable hope for the redress of those grievances and to leave a certain 
margin for the people to get their grievances redressed; as well as at the 
same time, to take precautions that no material harm is done to the objects- 
which the Forest Department has in view and with which it is carrying 
on its work. Whether a sort of compromise, some reconciliation, between 
the interests of the people and the interests of the Forest Department 
could be brought about or not it is up to this House to, find out and I 
believe that it can be done only by taking this Bill to a Select Committee 
and considering there the various amendments in the light of the legiti- 
mate grievances of the people and examining these provisions with a view 
bo giving proper relief to the people. Government are not going to lose 
anything by accepting a motion of this nat\u*e. The reason is this. This 
Bill is after all nothing more than all the other laws which are now in oper- 
ation put together. That being the position Government are not going to 
lose anything. But at the same time, if the measure is sent to a Select 
Committee, the Government will be giving a very good opportunity to the 
representatives of the people to put forward their case and to make sug- 
gertions for finding out whether a reasonable compromise between 
tie interests of the Forest Department and the interests 

of the people whicK are adversely affected cannot be made. There is no 
reason why the Government should be reluctant to give such an opportu- 
nity by accepting the motion which has been moved by my friend Mr. C. 
Daraiswamy Aiyangar. What would at mean? I know it will be unfair 
to propose all the amendments of which I have given notice and ask the 
Honourable Members to consider them on the floor of the House. It 
would be unfair on my part to do so. I see that position. But at 
the same time if, as my Honourable friend Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar hast 
mentioned, the Bill makes it necessary for so many amendments to crop 
up it is because there are so many sections which according to the people 
require to be amended and so many grievances awaiting their day of redress. 
Why should the Government, when they are trying to revise this law from 
the consolidation point of view, not also think of revising it to make it more 
equitable, more just and profitable both to the Department and to the 
people? Why should the Government not do it? Where is the harm for 
the Government in doing that I cannot understand. (Laughter on Gov- 
ernment Benches.) I am sorry I have missed what my Honourable friend" 
<Baid. 

Sir Ponbotamdu Thaknrdas (Indian Merchants* Chamber: Indian 
Commerce); He said nothing. He did something. 

ICr. K. 9* Aney: Already the position is this, that so far as the present 
motion to refer the Bill to a Select Committee is concerned, there is no^ 
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material harm which will be done to the interests of the Government if 
is accepted. That is one thing. Secondly, Sir, I really think that at the 
present day we are in what may be called the reform period and it is well 
known that this is already a transferred subject in certain provinces. The 
Committee of which my Honourable friend the Honourable the Home 
Member* was Chairman has also recommended this as one of the subjects 
which could be immediately transferred in every province. It means that 
the Honourable the Home Member also thinks that this is a matter which 
is eminently fit for the consideration of the people as such, and if the 
people take charge of this Department and administer the whole of this 
law, it is noL likely to cause any disadvantage to the parties concerned. 
That is the^f^ition taken by the very fact that a recommendation to that 
effect is mEide in that Committee's Eeport. If that is so, why then, when 
this law is brought before the representatives of the people here, should the 
Government be reluctant to give them an opportunity to think over the 
whole matter and to place before this House their considered view? I do 
not understand why the Govemmerit should be so reluctant cm that point. 
If the matter were not brought before this House that would be a different 
question altogether. As my Honourable friend the Home Member knows, 
I am generally opposed to the taking up in this House of any piece of 
legislation which is really a subject for the Provincial Governments under 
the Eeforms to deal. Su#l a matter should not be brought forward here, 
but if it is brought, then I claim that the representatives of the people 
should have the same right over that Bill as they would have if it were 
brought in the provincial Legislatures. It cannot be denied that the people 
have got a number of grievances about the operation of the Forest Act. 
I do not want to detail them here. Once I begin to throw myself into 
those details I do not know where and when I shall end. I will leave 
that question aside for the present. I only want this House to accept the 
general fact that the present administration of the Forest Department in 
certain matters has become practically harassing. That is the position, 
and the intensity of the grievance is such that it led to disturbances in 
certain parts and this matter must be known to the official Members. In 
my own province it happened in 1918 and 1917. So I mention the fact 
with emphasis that people are dissatisfied there and still those grievances re- 
main unredressed. When we actually know that a particular Statute has 
given rise to intense dissatisfaction amongst the people then it is proper 
that when the Government comes for the revision of that Statute for any 
purpose, that dissatisfaction also should be taken into coniideration. Th^y 
should consider the popular aspect and concede to the wishes of the people 
so that their grievances are minimised as far as possible. I believe that 
my learned friend Sir Hari Singh Gour, who comes from the same province 
as I do, (Hear, hear) as well as the Honourable the Home Member and 
the official Members will look at it from that point of view. Most of them 
are administrators in the districts. I believe that some of them at least 
have got experience as District Officers and I am sure they know thatj 
there are genuine grievances of the. people in regard to forest admqiistra* 
tion. I hope they will also take a sympathetic view of the motion wmoh 
is placed before this House. I do not want to speak at length and I do 
not want to detain the House any further. I support the amendn^ent. 

The Eonourable Sir Alescander Kuddiman: Sir, I do beg of the 
to be cautious in this matter. I am addressing a few words to the 
because I was President of the Statute Lew Eevision Committee ebd t 
rattier think that Dr. Gour and mvself did some of the work on tfais Bill 
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before I left that post. If the House tak§s the view that whenever a con- 
solidation Bill is brought before us the whole of the substance is open to 
discussion, then it is quite clear that a consolidation Bill can never be 
brought before this House. My Honourable friend Mr. Anev and his 
supporter suffer from the delusion which was so common in the^ouse of 
Commons and which heis been repressed with difficulty by the Speaker of 
that House. It is that whenever a consolidation Bill is brought up every 
Member of Parliament who has got a grievance against any clause in the 
Act is enabled to bring it forward. That has done more harm to the course 
of legal reform than anything I know of. It prevented for many years the 
consolidation of the company law. I think that this House^Ary wisely has 
taken the line quite definitely that on a consolidation Bill motions regarding 
substance cannot be made. We saw the Assembly do that on a very im- 
portant Bill which I was connected with also, the Merchant Shipping law. 
If the House had not taken that sensible point of view, it is quite impossi- 
ble for any consolidation to have been done at all. It did take that view 
and I think afterwards the Government were enabled very largely from#the 
fact that the law was thus brought up to date to bring in an amending 
Bill. I think that the Honourable Member in charge of the Department will 
agree that that consolidation Bill enabled future reform. That is a point 
of great importance. This Bill in its Preambte states quite clearly that 
it is a Bill to consolidate the law on the subject. 

My Honourable friend took two lines. As regards the first line, he 
said that it was not a consolidation Bill, but apparently later on in his 
speech the truth came out as it will even in an affidavit, and he told us the 
Bill was putting all the law together I ought to say that T quite agree 
with him that in the debate on a consolidation Bill he is entitled to point out 
any changes in the existing law or to show that there have been any slips 
in the consolidation and if he can do that I am sure the House will be 
grateful to him. It does rather appear from his own arguments that he 
has not supplied himself with an up-to-date copy of the Act. That is a 
precaution which the draftsman usually takes and one which a critic of 
drafting might well take. Hfe has not observed the fact that certain 
small amendments were made by the Devolution Act of 1920. That dis- 
poses of two of his points. As to the third point, the question of section 
84 of the Forest Act, he appears to be under a delusion that whatever this 
House does wil} affect the law in Berar. This House has no power to 
affect the law in Berar, and- if he has any grievance, which as a matter 
of fact he has not, as regards Berar there is nothing which this House can 
<io to remedy it. .Moreover, section 84 is a section which allows extension 
within 12 m,onths from the date it comes into force in any particular prov- 
ince. Will my Honourable friend tell me of any province in British India in 
which this Act has not been in force more than 12 months? Will he name 
any province in British India? If he cannot name any province, then it 
is perfectly cleetr that section 84 is spent and it is part of the duty of the 
Statute Law Bevision Committee not merely to put the law together but 
to amputate, to out off those dead parts of the law which are no longer 
in force. My Honoiirable friend will find that a consolidation Bill very 
generallv contains the omission of certain clauses which are spent. His 
contention that the clause is not spent has been disposed of and the justi- 
fication for its omission is complete if it* is admitted that it has been spent. 

I have dii^osed, as far as I can, of the suggestion that the draftsmen 
Have ^ot oam^ out their work properly. My ' Honourable friend, Sir 
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Hari Singh Gour will no doubt be able, if it i&. necessaxy^ to» further ex- 
plode any chfficulties that may remain. But I come to the point, 

which I wish to bring before the House, and, if it was not an impoijtant. 
general proposition, I should not have ;broubled the House w,iih a Sj^ech. 
It is this that, if this House insists that on a consolidation measure it can 
go into the substance of the law, then the Statute Law Eevision Ooni- 
mittee had better dissolve and we had better abandon all hope of gomg 
on with statute law revision. .1 do hope that the House will not take 
that view and that they will not obstruct these Bills which are of vety 
great value. We see that they are of great value because we have an 
instance of it^bere. Here is my Honourable friend, Mr. Aney, asking the 
House to deal ^with a point of law on which he has been led into an 
error from the fact that he has an unamended copy, whereas if you have» 
a consolidated Act you will have all your law together. It is a singula^^ 
instance of the great advantage of consolidation. I am making no sugges- 
tions against Mr. Aney. I myself in another capacity, who am supposed 
to be supplied with a correct copy of the Acts, have occasionally been very 
badly trapped by the fact that some small amending Bill had not 'been 
noted on my copy. I sympathise with my Honourable friend but his mis- 
fortune should make him a strong supporter of thd Bill which I hope the 
House will now pass without further criticisrfi. If the House should not 
do so and should try to atl^^d the Bill, T should be forced to oppose it on 
behalf of the Government# 

Sir Hari Singh Ctour : After the very lucid speech of the Honourable the 
Home Member to whom I feel grateful, 1 should like to reply categorically 
to the motion moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Duraiswamy ^yangar» 
and supported by my Honourable friend, Mr. Aney. Mr. Duraiswamy 
Aiyangar says that he is impelled by a desire to do a little service to me 
by taking this Bill to the Select Committee. The best service Mr. 
Duraiswamy Aiyangar can do to me is to withdraw his motion, because if 
he is really sincere in serving me in the way he has professed it will prolong 
the discussion and we shall be compelled to withdraw the Bill and leave 
the eight Acts of the Indian Legislature to do the service which they have 
been indifferently doing and would be doing for a long time to come but 
for this consolidation. May I ask Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar, who was a 
Member of the last Assembly, this question? Do you object to finding 
your law in one place or would you prefer to find it scattered over 
a dozen or more Acts? We consolidated the Indian Succession Act, 
That Act was passed as long ago as 1865. It had been subsequently 
amended by no less than. 14 Acts, and as stated at the time when intro^ 
ducing that Bill, we were indebted to the labours of the Honourable Sir 
Alexander Muddiman who put these 14 Acts together.'^ The result has 
been that we now see one consolidated Indian Succession Act instead of 
having to roam over 14 Acts of the Indian Legislature to find out what 
our law of succession is. The Merchant Shipping Act is another instance 
of the same kind. Instead of going into a very large number of Acts tot 
finding out how the law stands, the Statute Law Eevision Committee have 
put into one Act all the various amending and repealing Acts and ^veQ 
the living law as it obtains in the country. That is the sole object of a 
consolidating statute. So far as the present Act is concerned, I have 
already pointed out in my opemng speech that all that we desire 
ask you to read into one Act what is contained in 8 different Actg, anS 
It. doe$ not mean only 8 amendments for if you turn to the staiem^T^ 
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aca^ndments and repeals you will find that there are no less than 81 
amendments and repeals which modify the law as it was enacted in 1878. 

1 therefore submit that so far as the principle of consolidation is con- 
cerned this House must give its decision whether it does not 
approve of the purging of the Statute-bpok of a large number of 
small Acts which modify and amend one main Statute and whether they 
would not like to find their law within the compass of one Act instead of 
haVing to hnd it in 10, 12 and sometimes 20 different Acts of the Legisla- 
ture. That is the sole question. Now, Sir, the Honourable the Home 
Member very rightly pointed out that the Statute Law Hevision Committee 
stands committed to the policy of shortening the Indian Statute-book by 
purging therefrom all these repealing and amending Acts for the sake of 
cbnvenience. It is not its duty, nor, indeed, as now constituted, would 
it be its legitimate function to revise or amend the Indian Statutes, and 
I therefore submit that if this House is of the same view as myself, that 
we should purge the Indian Statute-book of this large number of confusing 
amendments and repeals, then I submit this measure must be passed and 
the motion of the Honourable Mr. Duraiswamy Aiyangar resisted. 

Now Mr. Aney has taken, a different line of attack. 1 am perfectly 
certain when my Honourable friend hears me will find, I think, that 
he has been imder some misapprehension of tw^^fi^ts. He says that this 
Bill does revise and amend the existing law. He refers to section 34. 
Now, Sir, what is the meaning of section 34? Many Acts of the Indian 
Legislature contain certain transitory provisions and this Act contained one 
such provision that within 12 months certain enquiries shquld be made. 
The Honourable Mr. Aney is perfectly aware of that fact, but he says 
in Berar the Act was only extended in 1911. To that I have two answers 
to give. The Act was never extended by the force of the Indian Legislature. 
It was done by a notification in the Foreign Department. Honourable 
Members will remember that Berar is technically not a part of British India 
and whatever British laws are extended to Berar are extended by force of 
notification in the Foreign Department of the Government of India. Con- 
sequently, so far as section, 34 is concerned it has no operation as such 
in Berar. But I go further and say that even if Berar were a part of 
British India the Forest Act, according to Mr. Aney, was extended to 
Berar in 1911. Consequently within one year of that date section 34 
became spent. Now if, on the other hand — and that is a question I put to 
Mr. Aney — supposing the Statute Law Keyision Committee had re-enacted 
section Look at the absurdity it would lead us into. It would start 
a fresh enquiry into a right which should have been made and completed 
as far back as 1879, within 12 months of the first enactment of the Indian 
Forest Act, and it would unsettle titles which have been hushed and settled 
as far back as 1879. Could any Legislature tolerate a position of this 
character? JThat would be the effect of re-inserting section 84 of the old 
Act of 1878 into the enactment which is under reference here. That is 
the feductio ad absurdum to which the re-enactment of section 34 of the 
Forest Act of 1878 would lead. 

Then he referred to section 81. The Honourable the Home Member 
has already pointed out that in the old section of 1878 the power was 
vested in the Governor General in Council but with the advent of the 
Beforms the Devolution Eules altered those powers conferring them on the 
Locel Government, and the amending Act of 1920 transferred these powers 
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to the Local Government! Gonseq^uently when the consolidating drafts- 
man was presented with the existing law the power of the Qovenlor General 
had ceased to^ exist and ceased to exist for a long number of years. 

Then he referred to section 42. Now, Sir, he said you have made a 
very serious inroad on the powers of the civil court. Now Honourable 
Members may rest content that if there had been any inroad at all, much 
less a serious inroad, 1 certainly woidd not have been here to ask this 
House to support my motion. When I read section 42 of the Indian 
Forest Act and I have the copy which Mr. Aney has used in supporting his 
argument, where is the power of the court? The old section says: “ The 
Local Government may by such rules prescribe penalties.** This Mr, Aney 
reads to mean that under the old Act the penalties are to be prescribed b^ 
the Court. 


Mr. M. S. Aney: 1 am very sorry to interrupt but I was reading the 
second paragraph. 

Sir Eari Singh Gk>ur: jnow, so far as the first paragraph of section 42 
is concerned the penalties are not to be prescribed by the Court at all. 
My Honourable friend has drawn my attention to paragraph 2. I shall 
not omit to answer him. I am dealing with paragraph 1 first. So iar, 
therefore, as the first paragraph is concerned, it is definitive of the authority 
which can prescribe the ^j^alties ; and paragraph 2 of section 42, which, 
with due respect to ISJfwrAney, he has misread, simply lays down the 
quantum of penalty. The penalising authority is mentioned in the first 
clause; the quantum of penalty is given in the second clause and that is 
reproduced in the corresponding section of the present Bill. There has not 
been deviation by one hair’s breadth from the principle of the old section 
42 6f the Indian Forest Act; and if my Honourable friend will do me the 
honour of reading the section once more and comparing it with the corres- 
ponding section of the Bill he will, I think, find that he was somehow or 
other misled into making those observations. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: I was misled by the Mover *s speech in the Council of 
State. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: My Honourable friend says that his mistake was 
due to the mistake of another Member in another place. Well, Sir, I am 
not here concerned with that question; 1 am glad that my Honourable 
friend now finds that he has made a mistake. 

Now comes the last point — that is the policy of consolidation. My 
Honourable friend has made a perfervid and passionate appeal to this 
House that the forest rights must be reinstated, th^Whole question re- 
agitated and a Select Committee must go into the wijjjlle question. Sir, 
the Honourable the Home Member has pointed out that if you were to 
re-enact and put into it such amendments as you wish to suggest and bring 
your Statute up to date, not only as to the wording of yOur Statute but 
also as to its subject matter, consolidation will become a practical impossi-, 
bility. Is it consistent with the underlying principle of consolidation that 
a Statute should be looked into for the sake of its merits and improved 
upon and amended wherever necessary? That, as the Honourable the 
Home Member has pointed out, is a different question altogether and I 
submit. Sir. we are not concerned with that question at present. TJhe 
Honourable the Home Member has pointed out that if this House gives 
sanction to the revision of the Act upon its merits he will be constrain^ 

I shall be constrained to withdraw the Bill. And what will be the result? 
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The result will be as you were in 1878, supplemented and amended by 
the various Acts that have been passed from that date down to 1921. It 
will keep your confusion in the state in which it has been on account of 
the multiplicity of these amending Acts. I have not the slight^t doubt 
that my Honourable friends will see the wisdom of withdrawing their 
motions which will lead to no good result, jand let this motion for con- 
currenee with the motion of the other House go through. 

Mr. Deputy President: The original question was: 

“ That the Bill to consolidate the law relating to forests, the transit of forest- 
produce and the duty leviable on timber and other forest-produce, as passed by the 
Qpuncil of State, be taken into consideration.” 

Since which the following amendment has been moved: 

“ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee.” 

Mr. M. S. Aney: May I point out. Sir, that ^ in this amendment the 
Honourable Mover is incorporating the names of the gentlemen mentioned 
m my motion? 

Mr. Deputy President: If this amendment falls to the ground, your 
amendment also will fsdl. 

Mr. M. S. Aney: My point is this, Sir, th%| in putting this amend- 
ment, the names of Members included in my^^wmendment were adopted 
by the Mover of this amendment and they may d 8 put. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: That can be moved after- 
wards. 


Mr. Deputy President: If this motion is passed, then 1 think we will 
take the other motion. The question is that the amendment be made. 


The Assembly divided: 

(During the division Mr. Deputy President vacated the Chair, which 
was resumed by Mr. President.) 

AYES— 61. 


Abdul Latif Saheb Farookhi, Mr, 
Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Maulvi. 
Aiyangar, Mr. C. Duraiswamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. S. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C. 

Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangwwami. 
Bhargava, Pandit Thakur Das. 
Birla. Mr. Ghanshyam Das. 
Qhaman Lall, Mi^ 

Chatty, Mr. R. i^^hanmukham. 
Chunder, Mr. tftoal Chunder. 
Das, Mr. B. % 

Das, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Srish Chandra. 
Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Raja. 

Oulab SingF, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 
Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Iyengar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 
Jayakai*, Mr. M. R. . 

Jogiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 
.Tosbi, Mr. N. M. 

Kartar Singh. Sardar. 

Kelkar, Mr. N. 0. 
todwai, Mr. ftcfi Ahmad 
KUftStu/ Pandit Hirday Nath. 


Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M. 

Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Moonje, Dr. B. S. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Natique, Maulvi A. H 
Nehru, Pandit Motilal. 

Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 

Pxakasam, Mr. T. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdasj^ Sir. 

Rang Behari Lai, Lala. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Roy, Mr. Bhabendra Chandra. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Tarit Bhusan. 
Sarda. Rai Sahib HarbLlas. 

Sarfaraz Hussain Khan, Ehaa 
Bahadur. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. NarayaA Prasad. 

S’ngh. Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Kumar Ganganand. 

^Sinha, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 

Yusuf Imam, Mr. 

Z^lflqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir. 
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Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 
Abdul Qaiyiw, Nawab Sir Sabibzada. 
Acharya, Mr. M. K. 

Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prince 
A. M. M. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawabzada Sayid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Bao Bahadur Narasimba 
Gopalaswami. 

Bhore, Mr. J. W. 

Coalman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Dalai, Sir Bomnnji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. ^ ^ 

Ghulam Kadir Khan JDakhan, Mr. 

W. M. P. ^ 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. 

Gour, Si»* Hari Singh. 

Graham, Mr L. , 

Greenfield, Mr. H. C. ^ 

Haieh. Mr. P B. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

The motion was adopted. 


Howell, Mr. F. B. 

Innes, The Honourable Sit Charles. 
Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Risaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M.' 

Khin Maung, U. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Macphail, The Rev. Dr. E. M. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

.Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. ^ 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Roy, Sir Ganen. 

Ruthnaswamy, Mr. M! 

Singh, Rai Bahadur S. N. 

Sykes, Mr. PI F. 

Tonkinson, Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir WaP^^r. 

Ynknb Maulvi Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G, M. 


Mr. 0. Duratewamy Alyangar; Sir, I move that the Select Commit^ 
tee do consist of Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, Mr. Sesha Ayyangar, Mr. Durai- 
swamy Aiyangar, Mr. K. C. Neogy, Dr. Moonjo, Mr. MulAfar Singh. 
Mr Jinnah, Mr. (t. Sarvotham Bao, the Bevd. Dr. Macphail, Mr. 
Vidya Sagar Pandya, the Honourable the Home Member . * . . . 


The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I decline to serve on liie 
Committee. 


Mr. President: The Honourable Member basket got the consent of 
the Home Member. (An Honourable Member: *^Drop him.'') 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: Tben I leave him,* Sir; Mr. Greenfield, 
and Mr. M. S. Aney. 

Mr. A* Bangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly : Non-Mu- 
hammodan Bural) : May I move, Sir, that the name of Mr. Bam Nara- 
yan Singh be substituted for the name of the Honourable the Home 
Member? 

The motion was adopted, 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That the Select Committee do consist of Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, Mr. M. S. Besha 
Ayyangar, Mr, C. Duraiswamy Aiyangar, Mr. K. C. Neogy, Dr. Moowje, Mr. Mujkhtar 
Singh, Mr, M. A, Jinnah, Mr. Q. Sarvotham Rao, the Revd. Dr. Macphail, Mjia.^Vidy^a 
Sagar Pandya, Mr. Greenfield, Mr. Ram Narayan SiUgh and Tfr, M. snB 

that the number of members whose presence • • . 



tiEOISLAtl^ kSSWBJ^ 


2898 


[26th Mab. 1927. 


Sir Walter Willsoii (Associated Chambers^ of Commerce: Nominated 
Non-Offloial) : I move, Sir, that the name of Mr. Skyes be substituted for 
that of Dr. Macphail who will not at that time be a Member of the 
Assembly. 

Mr* President: The question is: 

**Tliat the name of Mr. Sykes be substituted for that of Dr. Macphail.*' 

The motion was adopted. 

An Honourable Hember: I move, Sir, that the name of Dr. Gour be 
added to the list. 

Hr. President: The question is: 

‘‘ That the name of Dr. Gour be added to the list.** 

The / motion was adopted. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour: Sir, I have been told by my friends that the 
cbject of this motion is merely to examine the Hill as regards consolida- 
tion. I flierefc^e wish to move. Sir, that the following, clause be added. 

Mr. President: Order, order. This is merely a motion to approve 
the names of the members of the Select Committee and nothing else. 

The question is: 

“ That the Select Committee do consist of Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta, Mr. M. 8. 
Sesha Ayyangar, Mr. Q, Duraiswamy Aiyangar, Mr. K, C. Neogy, Dr Moonie, 
Mr. Mukhtar ♦Smgh, Mr. M. A. Jinnah. Mr. G. Sarvotham Rao, Mr. Sykes, Mr. Vidya 
Sagar Pandya, Mr. Greenfield, Mr. M. S. Aney, Sir Han Smgh Gour and Mr. Ram 
Narayan Singh, and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a meeting shall be 7.** 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: May I beg io point out/ Sir, .... 

Hr. President: Order, order. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: There was a defect in this, and I want to point 
out 

(Mr,^ President again repeated the question.) 

The Assembly divided: 


AyES--37. 


^bdul Latif Sahdl^Farobkhi, Mr. 
Aiyangar, Mr. DStfRiMiWamy. 
Aney, Mr. M. 8.***^* 

-Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. Rangaswami 
Bhargava, Pandit Tbakur Das. 
Birla, Mr. Ghanshyam Das. 
Chaman Lall, Mr. 

Chetty. Mi^R. K. Shanmukham. 
Das, Mr. » 

Dasf Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. JRrish Chandra. 

Gulab Singh, Sardar. 

Haji, Mr. Sarabhai Nemchand. 
!fyenffar, Mr. A. Rangaswami. 
Jayakar, Mr. M. R, 

Jbgiah, Mr. Varahagiri Venkata. 
Joshi, Mr. N. M. 

Kartar Singh, Sardar, 

KjeUWi Mr. N. C. 


Kidwal, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

Kunzru, Pandit Hirdav Nath 
Lahin Chaudhury, Mr Dhirendra 
Kanta 

Mehta, Mr. Jamnadas M 
Misra, Mr. Dwarka Prasad. 

Moonje, Dr. B. 8. 

Mukhtar Singh, Mr. 

Miirtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

Naidu, Mr. B. P. 

Neogy, Mr K 0. 

Purshotamdas Thakurdas, Sir. 

Rang Behari Lai, Lala. 

Rao, Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Rov. Mr. Bhabendra Chandrer 
Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Smgh, Mr. Ram Narayail, 

SiubA} Kumar OanganemL 
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Abdul Matin Chaudhuiy. Manlvi. 
Abdul Qaivum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Aohsrya, Mr. M. K. 

Ahmed, Mr. K 

Akram Hussain Bahadur, Frinee 
A. M M 

Ariff, Mr. Yaooob C. 

Cocke, Mr. H. G. 

Ghazanfar All S^an, Rana. 

Ghulam Eadir Khan Dakhan, Mr. 
W. M. ?. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. 
Ismail Khan, Mr. 


Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Khin Maunfl^ U. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Macphail, The Eevd. Dr. E. M. 
Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Natique, Maulvi A. H. 

Bajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Sykes, Mr. B. F. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Yakub, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Yusuf Imam, Mr. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Nawab Sir, 


The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: V^ay inform the Hlouse that this Bill which" hsSUr 
just been referred to|^ Select Committee is a consolidating Bill %Djdf 
therefore its scope is very limited. It will be the duty of the Qhairman 
of the Committee, imder the circumstances, to* see thtft^^he ComBiittde 
restricts itself to the scope and does not travel outside it 4 t Amendmentj| 
of substance cannot be made in the Bill. 

The House stands adjourned till Monday morning at eleven o’cloolT 
On that day the first business on the agenda wilj^ be the considej;ation 
of amendments that the other House might in the Finance Bfll, 

if any; and then the remaining items of to-day^ agenda will be taften 

up. 


The Assembly 'than adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Monday, 
tba- 28th March, 1927. 




^LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 28^ March, 1987. 


The \&ssembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House aW 
lEleven of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


'QUESTIONS AND AN8WEBS. 

Becomhekdation of the Lee Coumissic-h reoabdiko Promotion of Via* 
IB THE Provihcial Servioes to the Indian Civil Seen ice. 

1245. *Fandit HlrAy Nath Eaura: Will Government be pleased ^ 
-^tate what steps have l^n taken to give effect to the recommendation of we 
Lee Commission that 20 per cent, of the superio^osts in Indian JJlivil 
Service should be filled by promotion from the Provincial l|jpif^es in tlly 
various provinces? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Mnddiman: I would refer the 91^ 
curable Member to part (a) of the answer that I gave to Mei 
N eogy ’s question on the 24th March 1926 Sinfj* 1st April ’ 
fresh posts have been listed 


Listed Posts /im«he Promvcial Cadres op the Indian Cmi* 

Service, 

1246. *Paadit Hirday Nath Eunzm: Will Government ^.fiMsed ^to 
state : ' 


(1) the total number of superior executive and superior ijndfeuEfVfirtif 
sanctioned for each province; 

■'(2) the number of superior executive an^ superior ]udici8r.jj|||ifes 
thrown open up-to-date to members of the 
in each province; 

(3) the number of superior executive* and supeWor judicSI'^bsts s t# 

remaining to be thrown open to members of the’Trovb^* 
Services in each province; 

(4) the number of Provincial Service officers holdi||R under Local 

Governments the posts of (o) Secretary t(x|^bniment, (6f 
Member of Board of Bevenue, (c) Coinmapon ej^ r - of Diw- 
sion, and (d) Judge of the High Court; a^ 

■(5) the munber and names of officers being holders of “Histed'^ 
posts in the Indian Civil Service who have held or are hewing 
the posts of Secretary or Deputy Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India? 
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The Bonourabla Sir Alexander Knddljnan: (1)^ (2) and (8). A state- 
raent is laid on the table. 

(4) and (5). I am making enquiries and will furnish the Honourable 
Member with the information in due course. 


Statement showing the nimher of evperior fosit and the number of lieted foete %n the 
provincial cadres of the Indian Civil Service on the 1st January 1927 $ aleo the 
number of posts remaining to be listed to reach the full 20 per cent, recommended by 
the Lee Commission. 


Province 

Number of superior 
posts. 

Number of listed posts 
on Is^January 1927. 

Number of 
posts 

Ex. 

Judl. 

% 

Judl. 

to be listed. 

Ifadras 

74 

31 

iJ-' 

9 

6 

Hfiftnbay . , • , 

57 

85 

5 

. 6 

7 

Bengal . . . . 

67 

45 

6 

9 

7 

(Tinted Provinces 

86 

37 

6 

8 

11 


62 

28 

! 6 

7 

5 

\ * 

Burma 

72 

26 

9 

7 

4 

Bihar. and Orissa 

50 

17 

5 

1 ^ 

5 

i!!entral Provinces 

43 

14 


5 

4 

Assam 

22 

(«) 

2 

... 

2 

1 

Totals 1 

533 

238 

47 

54 

51 


. ,{a^ There is no separate judicial aidre in Assam. Assam and Bengal have a common judicial 


9|ymdlfc^ Slrday Bath Kunxru: May I ask what the reply is to No. 5? 

TlA fitonourable Sir Alexander M]iddixn|n: (4) and (5). I am making 
.enquiries and will furnish the Honourable Member with the information 
TO due course. 

(1), (2) and (3). A statement is ledd on the table. 

Pandit iQSrday Nath Kunzru: With regard to (5), may I ask the Hon- 
curable MemBSIr whether it is not a fact that there is no member of the 
ProvinUjtl S^vice who is acting as Secreliary or Deputy Secretary? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I do not know, Sir. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunxru: May I ask whether in making enquiries 
in regard to (4), Government will bear in mind that the Public Ser- 
vice Commission recommended that one post of Commissioner and one* 
pest of Member of the Board of Eevenue, or of corresponding posta 
should be reserved for Provincial Service officers? 
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Tlie Bonourable Sir Alexander Mnddiman: That will not make any 
difference to the existing facts. What the Honourable Member asked 
for is in regard to existing facts 

Increase in the Number of Listed Indian Civil Service Posts. 

1247. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunxru: If the number of superior posts 
thrown open to the Provincial Civil Service in any province is less than 20 
per cent, recommended by the Lee Commission, in how many years do 
Government expect that the 20 per cent, will be reached and what orders 
have been issued for ensuring that it is reached as soon as possible? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander MuddJman: I would refer the Hon- 
ourable Member to part (jc) of the answer that I gave to a question by 
Mr, K. C. Neogy on the 24th March 1926. Government are at present 
in consultation with the Public Service Commission on the question of 
issuing general orders. 

Pandit Hirday NathJEunzru: May I ask what the period is during 
which it is contemplated these people should occupy the |K)sts to be 
listed: whether any decision has been reached in regard to the periq^? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: The Public Service Com- 
mission is taking up the whole question. It is a most di£^oult and com- 
j'licated matter to adjust competing claims. 


Seniouity op Prcvincial Civil Service Officers holding Listed 
Indian Civil Si^vice Posts. 

1248. ♦Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzm: 1. (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state whether^tt is a fact that under the existing orders of the 
Secretary of State, officers promoted from the Provincial Civil Services 
to ‘listed* posts in the Indian Civil Service are grade^ in the Indian Civil 
Service cadre immediately below the Indian Civil Service office# last con- 
Ijrmed as Collector or Deputy Commissioner or District and Sessiona Judge, 
as the case may be? If so, have these orders been given effect to in all 
the provinces? 

(6) Have any representations been received from officers of the Indifm, 
Civil Service or from Associations of such officers, fofMjhe alteration of these 
orders to their own advantage and to the detriment of members of 
Provincial Civil Services? 

2. (a) If the answer to 1 (b) is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to give particulars as to the alterations proposed and to state, 
what action, if any, they have taken or propose to take on such represen- 
tations? 

(b) If the answer to 1 (b) is in the negative, have Government them- 
selves initiated anv proposals for an alteration of the Secretary oi^State’s 
orders referred to in 1 (^)? ^ 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Huddiman: 1 (a). The Honourable 
Member correctly describes the established principle thoifcrh I have 
not been able to find any explicit orders of the Secretary of State pres- 
cribing such a rule. It has been ascertained recently that in one pro- 
vince a different rule had been followed. 
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1 (b). Bepresentations have been received to the effect that an altera- 
tion made in 1922 in the rules governing the system of listed posts has 
rendered inequitable orders which were passed with reference to pre- 
vious conditions. 

2 (a). These representations have been referred to the Public Service 
Cjommission for their advice. 

2 (6). Does not arise. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: May I know if Government will give an 
opportunity to Provincial Civil Service Associations or officers to make 
their representations before final orders are passed? 

The Honourable Six Alexander Muddiman: If a representation is re- 
ceived within a reasonable time I will give it my careful consideration. 
But I will not postpone the orders indefinitely.^, 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar: Having regarji to the fact that a re- 
presentation has already been received from one of the parties, ^will 
wt an opportunity be given? 

e 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: An opportunity will be 
given so long^ the representation is presented within a reasonable time. 
1 cannot deti i orders indefinitely. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru: Would Government be pleased to tell 
os what are the points raised in these representations that have been 
received ? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I cannot within the scope 
of answering the question go into a complicated matter of that kind. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Would the Honourable Member enu- 
merate o^e or twoEimportant points in these representations? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I regret the matter is 
not in my memory. If the Honourable Member will put down the ques- 
tion he will get an answer. I am quite prepared also to furnish him 
with the information if he will see one of my officers at my office. 

Mr. A. Bangaswilii Iyengar: May I know if these representations 
Iiiive beten referred to the Public Service Commission? 

Tke Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Yes. 

Mr. A. Bangaawami Iyengar: Have the Government expressed any 
v^ews to the Public Service Commission? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: No, we are awaiting their 
answer. 

SuPERSiisioN OP Senior TR^vELT.TXG Ticket Examiners op the 
North Western Railway. 

1249. •Mr. Ohaman Lall: (o) Is it a fact that 19 senior Travelling 
Ticket Examiners of the North Western Railway drawing Rs. 180, 150. 
120, and 110 per month respectivelv have been superseded by their juniors 
drawing Rs. 180, 150, 110, respectively, without any rhyme or reason? 
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(A) Is it ft fact thftt some of the superseded Travellmg Ticket Examiners 
ane on the eve of retirement? 

(c) b it A fact that the above-mentioned superseded men are serving 
this Kailway since 16 to 32 years respectively and some of them were award- 
ed special prizes and promotions in recognition of their good and faithful 
services, and many fraud cases of a serious nature were detected by 
tl>em which are on the record and credit entries are on their service 
sheets ? 


{d) Is it a fact that these 19 aggrieved men are even now getting regulady- 
their annual increments and eight of them are drawing the maximum pay 
ol their class and grade? 


(e) Win Government kindly state if there is any record against them 
which show that their work was not satisfactory? 


(/) Is it known to the Government that there were articles in the Tribune 
(if 22nd September, 24th October and 16th November, 1926, and in the 
Nation^ dated 16th December, 1926, and 8th January, 1927, which clearly 
states that the test was merely a farce and mockery? ' 


(^) Is It H fact tnat Messrs. Nazir Alimed Khan ad|. Molianinied 
Hussam, newly appointed special Travelling Ticket Examiners have 
never been appmnted in headquarters outside Lahore since they have 
joined the Departnient while others have been shifted from one palace to 
another many a time and will Goven^ent state whether trLSm to 
Jhe Tr^ellmg Ticket Examiners’ Bran^ are made in the solo interest 
of the Railway or m the interests of the individual officers concerned? 


Teavelpino Ticket Examinees ok thk Noktu wIitekn Rviiwav 

SupyPlMdenl hut w,. not given . chance to aetve 1,“ 

** .f. ^fohamed Ali, the present Superintendent 

to*the offiea^toffisT'°h Examiner on Es. 160 per month and was emplovad ' 
EximtoS stationery to the other TraMelling TT<&et 

nearly ks. .i(K> per month in addition to hrs pav without workina on 
tI! 'f® A® ® TraveHing Tic|pt Examiner which^was condemned hv^t^ ' 
Deputv Adjutant. Railwayg (Inapeotioo) in his to^tS^id thJt 

r^^Sen^n^nstnr W!: jg 
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Tsatblumg Ticket Examiners oe the North Western Railway. 

1251. ^Mr. Ohanuui Lall: (a) Is it a fact that there is a rule in the 
Audit Department that the post of clerks can be given only to those who 
have passed the Matriculation Examination in the first Division? 

(b) Will Government state the reasons for giving appointments to 
E. S. Zehir-ud-Din, Zahur-ul-Haq and Qamar Zaman, clerks of the 
Travelling Ticket Examiners’ section of the North-Western Railway, 
who have passed no examination, while there are many educated men 
available for the job? 

(c) W^ill Government state the names of the particular Travelling 
Ticket Examiners who are given special duty without any programme while 
other Travelling Ticket Examiners are ordered to work on fixed programme? 
Will the Government state the reasons for this anomaly? 

(d) Will Government explain why the present sectional ofilcer has never 
been transferred elsewhere as other railway officers, and why he has held 
charge of the Travelling Ticket Examiners’ section since 1922? 

(e) Is it a fact that the most senior Travelling Ticket Examiners have 
submitted their petitions agmnst supersession by their juniors to the 
Chief Auditor, Agent and Aocoimtant-General, Railways, requesting 
them for an enquiry, and is it a fact that no action has yet been taken? 

^CoM (E A^' At Home givi-n to Khan Sahib G. Z. Kh«n, Assistant 
Audit Officer, N^rth Westurn Railway. 

1262. •Mr. OhWMMtt IiRU; (r) Are Government aware that when the 
title of Khan Sahib was awarded to Mr. G. Z. Khan, Assistant Audit Officer, 
North Western Railway, all the Travelling Ticket Examiners and other 
staff employed undendiim were called by official telegrams on State Service 
to Lahore and is it a fact that a subscription was collected to meet the ex- 
peuses of an at home on 5th June 1926 and the most senior officials 
attended? 

(6) Will Government state the following: — 

(i) What was the cost of the telegrams thus issued to staff? 

(ii) WEat was the total amount which was collected by the sub- 

ordinates, and how much was spent? 

(iii) Who is responsible for the cost of telegrams and if the Govern- 
ment have home the expenses, please state reasons? 

(’v) Can the Government place before the House the account of 
the expenditure incurred at the at home on 6th June, 1926, if 
it was a Government function at all? What are the names 
of the gentlemen who were photographed? 

Grant of three days’ allowances to the Outdoor Staff attending 
THE At Home to Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan, Assistant 
AupiT Officer, North Western Railway, etc. 

1258. •Mr. Ohaman Lall: (a) Are Goven^ent aware that allowances 
were drawn by the outdoor staff as for duty for 8 days when at Lah<«e, 
5th. 6th. 7th June 1926 which was a private fimotion and not official, ahd 
whv was the allowance passed by the sectional officer for these dates 
including Sunday when the office was closed? 
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’(6) Do the rules regarding the conduct of public servants permit such a 
rpractice? 

(<j) Is it known to Government that two real brothers, Mohanamad 
Hussain and Muhammad Ishaq, Travelling Ticket Examiners, are working 
in one Division, and is this against the “Civil Service Eegulations?^’ Is 
it a fact that the former is an Inspector and the latter is serving under him? 

fd) Are Government aware that Khan Sahib G. Z. Khan sectional 
ofhcer and his two brothers named Sheob Khan and Abdul Samad Khan 
Sre workmg together in the same Department and section and that the 
latter was transferred from the Civil Department of Peshawar to the 
North Western Eailway? Will the Government please state whether the 
two brothers are graduates as required by the rules? 

(a) Is it a fact that Lala Salig Earn now working as a Travelling 
Ticket Examiner worked for 7 years as a Local Auditor before the two 
brothers of the sectional officer were appointed but was never given the 
post of an Inspector, Coaching Goods? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I propose. Sir, to reply to questions Nos. 1249 
to 1253 together. 

Enquiries have been made and the information asked for will be sup- 
plied to the Honourable Member when received. 


Advance op House Building Loans to Bailway Employees. 

1254. *Mr. Ohaman Lall: Is it a^act that the Eailway Department 
advances loans to its employees for the purpose of house building and 
that such advances of money are made only when the sanctioning authority 
IS satisfied that the employee has a legal title to the plot of land upon 
which the proposed building is to be erected, and ti^at the plot of land as 
well as the proposed Building are mortgaged to the Department for such 
period as the money advanced is not repaid by the employee? 

Advance op a House Building Loan to Mb. G. Zakria Khan, an 
Officer of the North Western Railway. 

1255. *Mr. Ohaman liall: (a) Is it a fact that a loan for house build- 
ing purposes was sanctioned to one Mr. G. Zakria Khan, an officer in the 
North Western Railway at Lahore, and Rs. 4,000 was paid to him in 
August 1923 and Es. 4,040 in March 1924? 

(b) Did not that officer build the house on the plot for which the 
loan was sanctioned and paid in full after making a statement as to the 
progress of the building? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment say what action has been taken against that officer for fumidiing 
inaccurate statements for the purpose of obtcdning the money? 

(d) Will Government say if the money advanced has been repaid by 
the said officer? If not, Tj^y? 

Mt. A. A. L« PaoMcmsTWith your pennission, Sir, I propose to teply. 
io questions Noe. 1254 and 1256 together. 

Enquiries have been made and the information, asked for wi|l'b€H 
supplied to the Honourable Member when received. 
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iSxEiiPTioN OP Societies, Institutions dn IUnkb eboh Payment oe 
Postal, Ins rance ANj> Registration Commissions. 

1256. *lGr. T. Fnkasam: (r) Is any exemption made by the Govern- 
ment of India exempting any societies or institutions or banks from pa;> 
ment of postal, insurance and registration commissions? 

(6) If so, what are they? Por what reasons has any such exemp- 
tion been made? ' 

Sir Oanen Soy: (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

UlILIZATION OF THB SaLT SwaMPS ADJOINING THE VeDARANYAM FaCTORY 

FOR THE Product UN of Salt. 

1257. *Mt. T. Prakasam: Will the Government be pleased to state: 

(а) the extent of salt swamps that can properly be utilised for the 

production of salt, adjoining the Vedaranyam* Factory; 

(б) the extent of land that has now been brought under factory 

control ; 

(c) whether any facilities have been given lor the working of table 

salt by the Government; if not, why have such vast areas 
been left without an ^tempt at proper working; 

(d) whether it is a fact that in the days of war when foreign table 

salt was not available to supply the province of Bengal 
some arrangements were made and proposals started for work- 
ing the Vedaranyam salt factory for producing table salt; 
and why the proposals were abandoned as soon as the War 
was over; and 

(e) whether the Government have any proposal!^ to resurrdet the 

same and work up the scheme? 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: (a) The swamp round Vedaran- 
yam Factory is 28 miles long and 5 miles broad. The greater part of 
it is flooded at high tides and is therefore unsuitable for salt production. 

(b) 395 acres. 

(c) The answer to the first part of this question is in the negative. 
The answer to the second part is that there is no shortage of salt in the 
Madras Presidency, nor is there a market for Madras salt outside the 
Presidency. 

The answer to the first part of this question is in the negative; 
the second part does not arise. 

It follows therefore that (e) does not arise. 

Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar; May I knoi)i^ why Government har^ 
found it impossible to manufacture table salt m this area? 

TJie Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: If the Honourable Member would* 
Bke a lecture on that subject, I would ask him to come round to me 
privately afterwards. 
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Rifusal of the Lee Commission P^ssigb OoNOBSsiotis to OvvicirisB Of 
THE Indivn Medical Service op Asiatic Domicile. 

1258. *Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
be |[ood enough to state if it is the final intention of the Govemmmt of 
India to refuse any passage concessions to England (as recommended fa 
non- Asiatic officers by the Lee Commission) to officers of the Indiasu 
Medical Service of Asiatic domicile? 

(6) Has any memorial been received by the Government from the^ 
Asiatic domiciled members of the Indian Medical Service asking for 
equal treatment regarding passage concessions with their European 
conferes? If so, will the Honourable Member be plea^^ed to state what 
has been the result of this memorial? 

(c) Are Government aware of the fact that if passage concessions are 
refused to Asiatic domiciled officers in the Indian Medical Service they 
are handicapped in regard to accelerated promotion in the Depcuiiment? 

(d) If this is so, do Government propose to remove this disadvantage? 

Mr. a. M. Young: (a) It has been finally decided not to grant the 
Lee Commission passage concessions to officers of the Indian Medical 
Service of Asiatic domicile 

(6) Yes The Government of India have decided in consultation 
with the Secretary of State tp grant certain passage concessions to Indian 
Medical Service officers of Asiatic domicile proceeding to the United 
Kingdom on study leave Some details of the scheme ha\e not yet l^een 
settled, but it is hoped to make an alftiouncement shortly 

(c) Yes, and 

(d) that is why it has been decided to grant some concebsions 

RtPUSAL OF THF LeB COMMISSION PASSAGE CONCESSIONS TO OFFICERS OP 
THE IsDi\N Medical Service of Asiatic Domicile. 

1259 *Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: Is it a fact that Europeair 
p^sage concessions are given to Asiatic domiciled members of the Indian 
Civil Service including nominated members up to April 1925? If so, whv 
has this concession been denied to Asiatic domiciled Indian Medical 
Service officers including those who have entered by open competition? 

Hr. O. M. Young: The only Indian officers eligible for passage conces- 
sions are those Indian members of the I C. 8 who draw overseas pay. 
They were granted the concession on the special recommendation of the- 
Lee Commission. The Commission did ndt recommend any such clon- 
cession to Indian Medical Service officers with an Asiatic domicile. ' 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. Jf. Oidney; Did the Lee Commission recommends 
and does Government accept the principle that officers of the superior^ 
services who are drawing overseas allowanoei ^re entitled to passive 
cessions for themselves, their wives and children? 

Hr. O. H. Young: I ask for ^notice of th^t 

Lieut. -Odonel H. A. J. Oitoey: Will Government tell^ me, why 
I.M.S. officers of Asiatic domici’td, who ahswer to the reqi^retnenw Oi 
the Lee Commission, so far aa oversesiAf ;a]ipwan(|B8 ire 
deprived of free passage concessions. ^ 
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The Eonourable Sir Alexander Kuddlman: I think probably that is an 
answer for me to make, but I am not prepared to answer the question 
without notice. 


Grant of Passaobs to England by Transport to Officers op the 
Indian Medical Service of Asiatic Domicile. 

1260. *Iiieat»-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: (|ti) Is it a fact that the Secre- 
tly of State for India has sanctioned one passage only to Asiatic domi- 
ciled officers of the Indian Medical Service and that only by a "transport’^? 

(b) If so, are Government aware of the fact: 

(i) that the transport season from October to March is a very un- 

suitable time as far as the opening of the sessions of various 
medical schools in England is concerned; and 

(ii) that extreme difficulty will be experienced in securing such a 

passage in view of other more urgent and pressing militafv 
requirements? 

Mr. O. K. Toong: (a) and (b). I am afraid that f cannot divulge 
r/articulars of the scheme before it is settled. But the concession will 
be a real one, and will meet the object for which it is designed, namely, 
the provision of facilities for study in the United Kingdom. 


Establishment op Indian Family Hospitals in all Military Stations 

CONTAINING TndIAN TrOOPS. 

1261. ♦Lieut. -Colonel H. A. J. Oidney: (,a) Will Government be pleased 
to state what medical relief is obtainable for the women and children A 
Indian troops residing in Cantonments? 

(b) Is it a fact that such medical relief as exists tb-day is of a 
voluntary nature and at the expense of voluntary contributions from the 
public? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are prepared 
to establish Indian Family Hospitals at all military stations where Indian 
troops are stationed on similar lines as are to-day established for British 
troops? i 

Mr. O. M. Toung: (a) Families of Indian troops residing in Canton- 
ments are entitled to free medical attendance in their houses. 

(b) No, Sir; this medical rdief is provided by the State. 

(c) Government do not propose at present to establish such hos- 
pitals, but efforts are being made to establish Child Welfare Centres in 

' Cantonments. 

Lient.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidney: Is it a fact or not that the medical 
relief given to the wives and families of Indian troops are really nil ” 
und that no provision whatever for this purpose is made for medicine^ and 
other accessories in Indian Military Hospital ifedents? 

Mr. O. M. Toung: I am not aware of that. 

Iiieut.-Oolonel B. A. 7. CMdney: It is an absolute fhot. Will the 
Eonourable Member kindly make inquiries? 
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Mr. O. K. Young: Certainly. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: May I aslf what provision is made in tAe New 
Delhi Cantonment for providing medical facilities for the wives and 
ohildren of Indian soldiers? 

Mr. O. M« Young: The same as fdr every one else; they are entitled 
to medical attendance in their houses. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Who are the medical practitioners in the Delhi 
Cantonment and what is their grade? What does the Honourable Member 
mean by providing facilities in their houses ? 

Mr. O. M. Young: They have the services of the medical staff, who 
draw upon the medical stores of the Cantonment. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: May I ask the Honourable Member what the medical 
staff of Delhi consists of? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Yes, Sir, if my Honourable friend will give me notice 
of that question. 

Mir. Ohaman Lall: Is the Honourable Member aware that the ndtedical 
staff is entirely inadequate as far as attendants are concerned? 

Mr, O. M. Young: No, Sir, I am not aware of that. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Will the Honourable Member make inquiries and let 
the House know? 

Mr. O. M. Young: Very well. 

Lieut.-Oolonel H. A. J. Oidhey: I am sorry to trouble the Honourable 
Member, but will he kindly let me know how medical attendance such as 
is available to-day for Indian Sepoys can be given to purdah women in the 
Indian troops lines? 

Mr. O. M. Young: I think my Honourable friend knows the answer to 
that question better than I do. 

Lieut.-Oolonel E. A. J. Oidney: Oh 1 1 

Dbuay in the Formation of Provincial Medical Services. 

1262. *Lieut.-Oolonel H. A* J. Gidney: (a) Are Government aware of 
the fact that the delay in announcing, their intention .with regard to 
that part of the Lee Commission Beport dealing with ^e Indian Medio^ 
Service and the formation of Provincial Medioal Services is causing not 
only great discontent, uneasiness and injury to recruitment td the 
Service but very seriously prejudicing land injuring the administn^on 

this Department and the teaching of medicine throughout Indi^ 

(b) Are Government prepared to make a pronouncement on this 
subject? ^ 

Mr. J. W. muire: (af^No. 

(6) The Government of India are still in commi^cation , wiUk^'^e 
'Se<$retary of State on the subject but will make every endeavour'as ter aa 
lies in their power to expedite a decision. 
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Transfer of Locomotives from the North Western Railway 
I other State-worked Railways. 

1263. *Pandlt Hirday Nath Eunzru: Will Government kin^y state the 
number of locomotives transferred to date from the North Western Bail^r 
way to other State-worked Railways as having been found in excess owing 
to improved methods of working and the number it is proposed to trans- 
fer during 1927-28? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: 102 locomotives have been transferred from the* 
North-Western Railway to other State-worked Railways. There are not 
at the moment any proposals before the Railway Board for further trans- 
fers. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: How can the North-Western Railway bo overstocked 
with so many locomotives? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: There has been an improvement in onr traffio- 
arrangements. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: May I ask whether it is a fact that the 
surplus was discovered before the improvement in methods topk place? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: 1 do not remember the exact date; it is certainly 
due to tjie improvement in methods that we have such a large surplus. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Will the Honourable Member inquire from 
the Agent, North-Western Railway, whether it is a fact or not? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No, Sir. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Is it to be inferred then that the Honour- 
able Member already knows that there was a surplus? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am only concerned with the fact that there 
was a surplus and as to the best method of getting rid of it. I am not 
very interested in what happened in the past. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: May I ask whether it is not a reflection on the 
Department that there should have been a surplus of this nature, and 
whether it is not the business of the Honourable Member to make inquiries 
and find out why there was a surplus? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answer to both parts of the question is in the 
negative. 

Iftr. Ohaman >Lall : May I ask* what reply there is to the second part of 
the question? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I said the reply to both parts was in the negative. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: Does the Honourable Member realise that there- 
was a suggestion that the cause of this surplus ought to be investigated’ 
with regard to the* due efficiency of the department? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I am aware that them was a surplus; I do not 
think there would be any practical advantage m such an mvi^tigatioii. 

Mr. Ohaman does the Honourable Member p^ose tu- 

prevent a surplus occurring m the future if he does, not investigate the 
past surplus? 



QCK8TI0N8 AND ANSWKBS. 


ms 


Mt. A. A, L. Ptraons: We have got ammgaments by which we can dis- 
f€Over approximately the number of locomotives required for running the 
•traffic on a railway. 

Pandit Hitday Nath Xunaru: Is there still a surplus to be disposed of? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: I think the North-Western Bailway is still over- 
stocked. . 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Did the improvement in methods of working affect 
merely. the North-Western Eailway? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No, Sir. 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Has there been a surplus of locomotives on other 
railway systems? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: If the Honourable Member wants this informa- 
tion, I shall have to ask for notice, because I do not remember whether 
we are at present overstocked with locomotives on any o^her lines. At 
various times of the year there is certainly a surplus of tractive power on 
a good many railways. It depends on the amount of traffic offering. 

Railway Rolling Stock. 

1264. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru: Do Government propose to show 
separately in their , annual Railway Administration Report the number 
and cost of rolling stock attributable to new commercial lines oit the same 
basis as has been adopted in ascertaining the number and cost attribut- 
able to the non-commercial or strategic railways, like the Khyber Rail- 
way? If not, will Government kindly state what are the difficulties? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: It was necessary to calculate separately the 
share of capital expenditure on rolling stock attributable to strategic railways 
on account of the fact that the accounts are kept separately for commercial 
and strategic lines. The same necessity does not arise as regards rolling 
stock attributable to new extensions to cCmmercial lines. In calculating 
the financial results of such lines, however, allowance is always made for 
rolling stock supplied by the main line It has been found in practice 
that 5 per cent, of the gross earnings is approximately a reasonable annual 
figure as a charge on this account. 

Technical Section op the Railway Diipabtment. 

1265. *Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru: Is it a fact that the Technical Sec- 
tion of the Railway Department which was establ'shed in 1887 was abol- 
ished in 1905 on the recommendation of the Railway Board? 

The Honourable Sir Oharlez limes: The Technical Section which con- 
sisted of 1 draftsman. 3 tracers, and 2 clerks was absorbed into the Drawing 
Branch in October, 1905. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru: Would Government mind stating the 
reasons which led to that decision in 1905? 

The Honourable Sir Oharles Innes: I am afraid I do not rem^ber 
what they were. 

Debiting op Fueioht and Incidental Changes on Stoees to we 
RIilway Rbvenitr Account. 

1266. ^Pandit Hirday Nath Hunzru: Is it a fact that when steles phr- 
chased are brought on to the Stores Account liOdgers/ incidental chai^esi^ 
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such as those for railway oarziage, handling, etc., are not debited to the 
Stores Account, but are charg^ off to the BaHway Bevenue Aooounl'; 
and if so, why? t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The Honourable Member’s attention is invited 
to the rule in State Bailway Open Line Code, Volume HI, para. 16, which 
prescribes the procedure to be followed on State-worked Bailways, and a 
copy of which is placed on the table. This procedure was intr^uced to' 
simplify accounting and it provides that when stores are issued for other 
than the working of the railway the revenue account of the railway , receives 
a payment to cover the freight and incidental charges previously debited 
to the revenue account. 


Copy of paragtaph 16 of the State Bailway Open Line Code^ Volume III. 

Freight chargee on etoree — The following rules will govern the incidence of freight 
charges on stores : — 

(i) Sea freight on English stores. — This includes the 4/6ths paid in England and' 
the l/5th paid in India. Both items are brought out in the tonni^e' 
accounts and connected documents. The entire sea freight of each invoice^ 
will be proportionately distributed among the items of the invoice Weighing 
10 tons or over or measuring five feet or over. Other items will bear na 
^ charge on account of sea freight. 

(ii) Indian freight from port or source of supply to depots. — Such freight will be 
^ charged to a new sub-head in Abstract E of the Revenue Account titled 

* Indian freight charges on stores in all cases however, in which stores 
are issued for capital works or are sold, a charge of 6 per cent, on the 
North Western Railway and 5 per cent, on other railways will be added 
to the book value of stores to cover Indian freight and other miscellaneous 
charges. These percentages will be adopted from 1st April 1925. This 
procedure, however, is not intended to be applied in respect of coal and 
fuel or large despatches of permanent wav material or girders, or to non- 
standards articles of stores which are purchased for immediate consumption 
on works and not passed through the stores books. Foreign Railway 
freight on coal should be chaiged direct to Abstract B, III. In the case 
of coal issued to Capital Works or sold to outsiders a percent^e to cover 
the freight cliarges should be added to the value of the coal. In all other 
cases the freight charges will be debited to the work or purpose for which 
the stores are obtained. A^ home line freight arising out of inter-depot 
transfers will be borne by Avenue. 

(iii) Miscellaneous charges on stores, e.g,. Insurance, Port Loading and Yard 

cAargrcs.— All such expenditure will be debited to suitable heads in 
Abstract E of the Revenue Account. 


Sir Walter Willson: May I ask the Honourable Member if he will 
kindly send me a copy Of the statement also? 

Starting of a Pension Fund under the head Railway 
Reserves in connection with the State Railway 
Revenue Establishment. 

1267. *Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzm: Do Government propose to start 
a Pension Fund under the head “Railway Reserves" in connection with 
the State Railway Revenue Establishment? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsona: The revenue establishments on State-managed 
railways are non-pensionable, but I expect the^onourable Member’s real 
concern is to discover whether we contemplate arrangements to fuhd ouf 
future liabilities On account of the provident fund to which, these and other 
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railway eBtablishments subscribe, and to which Qovenuuent glso contri- 
#ut6. If this is correct, the answer is that the question is now being, 
examined. 

J)ErREciATioN Funds of tub Postal and Telegraph DBPAttXMNkT 
and the Kailway DEPASTMENf. 

1268. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunsru: Is it a fact that the Depreciation 
Fund in connection with the Postal and Telegraph Department is based 
OL the ‘‘sinking fund’* method, while that in connection with the Bail- 
way Department is based on the “straight line” method; and, if so, on 
what grounds is the differentiation made? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The reply to the first part 
of the question is in the affirmative. 

As to the second part the Honourable Member will appreciate that 
there is a considerable difference between the conditions of the Bailwaya 
and of the Postal and Telegraph Department. The latter, as the Honour- 
able the Finance Member recently reminded the House, is not a profit 
making concern and its Recounting systeui is designed mainly with a view 
to determining whether the rates charged for the services rendered to the 
public are on the whole inadequate or excessive as compared wit^ the 
actual cost of the services. The ultimate effect of adopting either system 
may not appreciably differ from that of adopting the other, but the sinking 
fund hae the special advantage in the circumstances of the Indian Posted 
and Telegraph Department that it distributes the provision for deprecia- 
tion more uniformly over a series of years than the straight line system 
would do. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru; With reference to that, may I ask the 
Honourable Member whether his attention has been drawn to the Beport 
of the Public Accounts Committee for 1924-25 in which it is stated : 

“ Moreover in a State commercial undertaking there is not the same necessity for 
accumulating in the Depreciation Fund amounts that will at every stage of the life 
of the asset be equal to the accrued depreciation.’^ 

Does this not apply to the Bailways? And. if I may add to it, the next 
sentence says: 

** It is sufficient that the original cost is available in the Fund on the date replace* 
ment is expected.” 

Why should the Bailways on this principle be treated differently from the 
Posts and Telegraphs? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The point is this, in the 
case of the Depreciation Fund for the Posts and Telegraphs the interest ou 
the Depreciation Fund is credited to the Depreciation Fund. I believe 
on Bailways that is not so : the interest is credited to the revenue account 
of Bailways, and that is possible because the finances of Bailways have 
been separated from general finance. As that separation has not taken 
place in the case of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, it is not possible 
to credit the interest on the Depreciation Fund to the Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department. 

Hr. K. 0. Neogy: Sir, do I take it that the Honourable Member hae 
been appointed Member f<ir Communications, including Bailways, in view* 
of the fact that he has given .an answer which covers the Bailway De- 
partment as well as the Postal Department? 
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The 'Bononrsble Str Bhiipendra Hath Ultra: It is not unusual, Sir, 

' 'for a single Member of the Ejcecutive Council to deal with a question w)l)||h 
‘'affects various Departments of the Government' of India. 

Mr. B. Bib: That is all we ask I 

Amount op the Dbpekoiaiion Reserve (Railways) that should have 

BEbN BUILT UP FROM THE REVENUES OP PAST YeABS* 

1269. *Pandit Hirday Hath Eunzru: With reference to paragraph 18 at 
page 94 of the Railway Administration Report for 1928*24/ have Govern- 
ment taken any steps to ascertain the amount of the depreciation reserve 
that should have been built up from the revenues ot past years; and, if 
so, what is the amount? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The answer to the first part of the question is 
5n the negative; the second part of the questbn, therefore, does not arise. 

' Cost of Lands provided free to the old Delhi-Umballa- 

Kalka Railway Company. 

1270. *Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru: Will (lovemment kindly state 
whether the cost of lands provided free to the old Delhi Umballa Kalka 
Railway’ Company, has been brought on to the capital account; and, if 
not, why not? 

Mr. A. A L. Parsons: The answer to the first part of the question is 
m the negative; as to the second part, I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to the reply given in the Assembly by Mr. Sim to unstarred question 
No. 94 by the late Dr. Lohokare on the 25th August 1925. 

Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru : Have Government decided to continue the 
old practice? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Yes, Sir. They have accepted the advice of the 
Standing Finance Committee for Railways on this matter. 

Expenditure on Surveys of New Lines forming part op a 

SlATE-WORKED RaILWAY. 

1271. *Pandit Hirday Hath Eunzru: Is it a fact that in respect of new , 
lines forming part of a State-worked Railway the expenditure incurred on 
surveys undertaken in years previous to the year in which actual construc- 
tion commences is not credited to the revenue account by debit to the 
capital account? If so, wMl Government kindly state their reasons for the 
procedure? 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons: Yes, In view of the separation of railway from 
general finances the question whether the present procedure should be 
altered is under the consideration of Government. 

Adjustment of the Amount shown against Abandonrd Projects in 
the Explanatory Memorandum on the Railway Budget 
FfR 1927-28. 

1272. ♦Pandit Hirday Hath Kunzru: With reference to the amount of 
Rs. 82,86,816 shown against abandoned projects at pasre 88 of the Expla- 
natory Memorandum on the Railway Budjjet for 1927-28, will Govern- 
ment kindly state how long the amount has been left unadjusted and 
why? 
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gjb. A. A. L. Parsons: The amount of Bs. 82,86,816 oomi«iBeB the 
'OxpeQditure on several projects which were abetndoned at various periods; 
dati^ in some cases prior to 1898. The expenditure has remained fit the 
debi* erf Capital in accordance with the rules regulating the incidence of 
expenditure in force at the time the projects were abandoned. 


Name of the Officer entrcsted with the Investioation of the 
qvESTioN OF EnuoATtoNAL Eaciliiies toR Childiien of 
IIailwat Employees. 

1273. *Paadlt Hirday Nath Kunaru: With reference to the concluding 
portion of paragraph 37 of the Explanatory Memorandum on the Eailway 
Budget for the year 1927-28, will Government k’ndly state the name of 
the senior oflScer of the Indian Educational Service entrusted with the 
investigation of the question of educational facilities for children of rail- 
way employees? 

The Honourable Sir Charles Innes: Mr. 0. E. W. Jones, C.I.E 


Transfer of Rolling Stock to the North Western and Great 
India’i Peninsuia Railways. 

1274. ♦Pandit Hirday Nath Eunzru: With reference to the transfer of 
the Delhi Umballa Kalka section to the North Western Eailway, and of 
the Jfubbulpore-Allahabad section to the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
will Government kindly state the number of locomotives, carriages and 
wagons transferred to the twg railways and the amounts debited to the 
-capital account of the two Railways on that account? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: No rolling stock was transferred to the North 
Western and Great Indian Peninsula Railways when the Delhi-Umballa- 
Kalka and the Jubbulpore Allahabad sections respectively were taken over 
by them 


(Omission op the Ekpbnditure on the Kargali Colliery from 
the Grant for the Grfat Indian Peninsula Railway. 

1275. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: With reference to column 5, page 
13 of tho Budget Estimate for 1927-28 for the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway, will Government kindly state why, in arriving at the ‘Grand 
Total* the amount of Rs. 5*2 lakhs being the ^rint allotjcd on account of 
collieries to the Chief Mining Engineer has been omitted? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: The reason is that the Kargali Colliery which 
was formerly under the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway has been trans- 
ferred to the control of the Chief Mining Engineer, and it was consider^ 
desirable not to Include in the grant for the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 
way any portion of expenditure not under the control of that Administiu- 
tion. The fi^re against the head Collieries was put in for purposes of 
comparison with previous years. 

PaAdtm^ldiiy Niatli Xunttu: But should not this fact have beaa ttatoi 
in the Budget? 
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Mr. A* A. L. Panou: I do not thixxk it ift a fact of anfficient .importao^* 
to mention in papera which are already very voluminous. 

Pandit Hlrday Nath Kunxru: But could not this sum have been showir 
separately after the Grand Total? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: It would be quite possible to show it separately 
cr to put a footnote at the bottom, but I am not at all anxious to add to the 
length of the Budget Statements for Eailways. I think Honourable Mem- 
bers of this House as a whole find them already too lengthy. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Is the Honourable Member anxious to 
see rhat his Budget should be understood easily without questions being 
put in this House? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Yes, Sir. 


Accrual op the Credits ov account op the Sale-proceeds 
OF Engines sold to other Railways to thl Revenue 
Account of the North Western Railway. 

1276. *Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: With reference to paragraph 2 
at page 2 of the Budget Estimate for 1927-28 for the North Western Rail- 
way, will Government kindly state the circumstances in which the credits 
on account of the sale-proceeds of engines sold to other railways accrued 
to the Revenue Account instead of to the Capital Account? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: As the authorised stock of engines for the North 
Western Railway was reduced, the original cost of the engines was credited 
to Capital by per covtra debit to the Depreciation Fund and the sale-pro- 
ceeds were credited to Revenue. The procedure followed is in accordance 
with ihe rules approved by the Standing Finance Committee for Railways 
— vide Annexure B in Proceedings, Vol. 1, No. 1, of the Standing Finance 
Committee for Railways. 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru: Do I understand that the depreciation 
against the engines continued even after they had been sold? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Yes 


Maintenance of Separate Caktal and Revenue Accounts for 
Branch Lines built on the Gcarantee of Local 
Governments. 

1277. *Pandlt Hirday Nath Kunzru: Will Government kindly state 
whether separate Capital and Revenue Accounts are not maintained for 
the branch lines built on the guarantee of Local Governments or local 
authoritdes in terms of Af)pendix E to the Railway Administration Report 
for 1925-26? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons: Separate Capital and Revenue Accounts wiU be 
maintained for branch lines built on the guarantee of Local Governments 
in terms of Government of India Resolution No. 2181-F.> date^AOth Feb- 
ruary 1926. 
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MITTEES APPOINTED IN 1922-24, COPIRS 0^ THE REPORTS OF 
WHICH WERE SUPPLIED TO GoTBRNMENT BU^ NOT 

IN THE Library of the Legislative Assembly. 


1278. *Pandit Hlrday Nath Kiiniru: With reference to pages 2{56-^?67 
of the Council of State Debates, Volume VII> will Government Jsindly 
lay on the table a statement showing the Reports of Committees *Bub^ 
mitted to Government but not placed in the Library of the Legislative^ 
Assembly ? 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Huddiman; I have much pleasure in 
lading on the table the statement which the Honourable Member desires. 


Statement showing the ComnUttees appointed in copies of the reports of which 

were submitted to Government hut not placed in the Library of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

1. Committee on Public Petitions. 

2. StaH Selection Board Committee. 

3. Seamen’s Recruitment Committee. 

4. The Indianization Committee. 

5. The Waziristan Committee. 

6. Braithwaite Committee. 

7. Machinery Committee. 

8. Railway Depreciation Fund Committee. 

9. Committee on Police Uniforms. ^ 

10. Select Committee on the Abolition of Transportation Bill. 

11. Carriage and Wagon Standards Committee. 

12. Locomotive Standards Committee. 

13. Standing Emigration Committee. 

14. Committee of Enquiry into the working of the London Timber Agency of the 
Government of India. 


SHOET NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWEE. 

Sir Walter Willson: Sir, may I have your permission to ask a question 
which is down for to-morrow? The Honourable Member may be willing 
to answer the question as a private notice question to-day, as we may not 
jneet to-morrow. 

The Honourable Sir BhupeAdra Nath Ultra: I have no objection. Sir, 
if you are willing to permit me to answer that question. 

(Mr. President signified assent.) 


Dbapt Etjlss fo» mb Introdwctiost op a System op Rupee Tknd«bi ^ 

S(r Walter WlUaon: With reference to the statement of the 
Sir Charles Innes during the course of the debate oo the voting,’ el 
Demand^gl^ Grants on the 24th February, 1027 (motion of *a ^,.of 
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1 to discuss the Indian stores policy) that the Goyemment India 
nave decided as far as possible to introduce a system of rupee tender, will 
Government be pleased to state when the draft rules will be published? 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra: The Government of India 
are not at present in a position to make a more definite pronouncement 
on the subject than that contained in the answer given by me in this 
House to a question by Mr. Jinnah on the 2nd March 1927. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt: Sir, have I your permission to ask a question of 
which I gave short notice yesterday? 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member’s short notice question is not 
yet admitted. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, the following message has been receiv- 
ed from the Secretary of the Council of State: 

'' I am directed to inform you that the Bill to fix the duty on* salt manufactured 
in, or imjiorted by land into, certain parts of British India, to fix maximum rates of 
postage under the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, further to amend the Indian Tariff 
Act, 1894, the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, and the Indian Paper Currency Act, 1923, 
and to fix rates of income-tax, which was passed by the Legislative Assembly at its 
meeting held on the 24th March, 1927, was passed by the Council of State at its 
meeting on the 26th March, 1927, with the following amendment : 

In clause 2 for the words * ten annas ’ the words * one rupee and four annas * 
were substituted.” 

{Cries of ** Shame, shame.”). 

“ The Council of State requests the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly in 
the amendment.” 

Sir, I lay on the table the Bill as amended by the Council of State. 


THE INDIAN FINANCE BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move: 

“ That the amendnaeut made by the Council of State in the Bill to fix the duty 
on salt manufactured in, or imported by land into, certain parts of British India, to 
nx maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, further to 
amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, and the Indian 
Paper Currency Act, 1923, and to fix rates of income-tax, be taken into considera* 
tion.” 

Sir, I do no think that it is necessary for me to-day to argue the question 
before us at any great length. I think it is a question which is well under- 
stood now on all sides of the House. The question is a' simple one. Are 
we to tax the provinces through the provincial tax-payer in order to balance 
tha Budget of the current year, or are we to tax the central tax-payer 
through the salt tax? The position at the time when I introduced the 
Budget was that we had a surplus of Rs. 304 lakhs and by having recourse 
to the realised surplus of the expiring year we were able to ifaSe a pro- 
posal for the complete remission, so far as the year 1927-28 was concerned 
of the provincial contributions. The HouSe by a small maj<^4t|rv<^^ in 



INDIAN FX^ANOB 


2921 


favour of a reduction of the salt duty from Bs. 1*4 to texirfUS^iaB a maund. 
In ^ full year that reduction costs the (Government about Be.' 812 lakhs. 
There has been some difficulty in ascertaining what its exact efleet would 
be in the first year, owing to the fact that certain salt is issued on credit 
and will be paid for in the course of the ensuing year at the higher rate of 
duty. I found unexpected difficulty in ascertaining that figure, but 1 am 
inclined to think that it does not exceed Bs. 80 lakhs. That would me^ 
that we should have a surplus of 864 plus 9, t.a., 878 minus 812, that is* 
61 plus 80 — t.a., Bs. 141 lakhs. It is quite impossible clearly with that 
surplus, of which Bs. 80 lakhs is non-recurring, to get rid of the provincial 
contributions altogether or indeed of any large portion of them; and the 
proposal therefore speciadly to apply the realised surplus of the current 
year falls to the ground. I think that those who are interested in seeing 
the Provincial Governments* finances placed in a better position will see 
that for the year before us there are very strong arguments in favour of 
maintaining the salt tax at its existing figure and getting rid of the pro- 
vincial contributions. Even from the point of view of the Central Govern- 
ment, I would put it to the House that there are enormous advantages in 
making a clean sweep, of these provincial contributions and saving the 
House from being confronted in any future year, unless we are very un- 
lucky next year, with this dilemma of the reduction of central taxation or 
the reduction of provincial contributions. Once we have got rid of the pro- 
vincial contributions, the House will no longer have this sword of Damocles, 
as it has been called, hanging over its head, and a wicked Finance Member 
will no longer be able to come forward and place before this House this 
dilemma of which so much has been made, which I assure the House is 
a dilemma which gives him all the year round a great deal of trouble, some 
of which alone is reflected in the annual Budget when it comes before this 
House. I think I could go further. We have as a Government — and it 
has been re-affirmed again and again by the House — stated that our finan- 
cial policy should be directed towards the reduction and eventual extinction 
of the provincial contributions with the least possible delay. I think that 
we should be placing ourselves in a position of dubious good faith to the 
provinces if we were to reduce the salt tax at the expense of the provincial 
contributions this year. Wo have promised the provinces to do our best to 
get rid of these provincial contributions and to frame our financial policy 
accordingly. That we should, when we have the opportunity this year (rf 
getting rid of these provincial contributions, indulge ourselves in the luxury 
of reducing central taxation at the expense of the provinces would I think 
lay us open to a charge of breach of good faith from the provinces. The 
matter is befcnre the House and the choice before them is perfeotly clear. 
Either the salt tax is restored as proposed by the Council of *State ^to 
Es 1-4 and the provincial contributions are extinguished for the year that 
is before us; or the salt tax is reduced to ten annas and only a small re- 
duction is possible in the provincial contributions. I do not think that it 
is necessary for me to take the matter further than that. Th^ Govemmei)l 
are not prepared to adopt reuEih expedients such as a reduction of the' sink- 
ing ftmd or other cheap ways to fame and popularity at {^e expense of l^e 
Indian people in order to be able to get rid ^ the provincial contrib\]||i^ns 
as well as a portion of the salt tax this year. The reduction of the sa|l 
tax would not merely damage our position this yaar; but as I have pi^iatad 
out it would mean a recurrent rednqtion of revenue pf over Ba.^|f exnra^ 
|Mrs to come. In such ciroumstanoes it is obvious^ that the fhta:i^ 
wse provinces who are still paying provincial 
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^ Basil Blackett.] 

Hbt be a happy one. It would certainly be necessary in some provinces to 
proceed to additional taxation for the year ahead of us; clearly Bombay 
could not be left to run its finances t>n a large deficit without any prospect 
of relief. Ne^ year, 1928-29, the question of Bengal's contribution would 
come up and if such a reduction of the salt tax as was passed in this House 
a week ago were to be made, I i^ink it is fairly certain that Bengal would 
have to be asked to pay her contribution a year hence. The other provinces 
a^so, except that which is represented by my friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Smgh, and others, are equally interested; and if I may judge by the contcast 
between his smiling face and the somewhat doubtful expression on the 
faces of others, I do not think the House will again be misled by Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (Muzafiarpur cum Champaran; Non-Muham- 
njadan) : The Madras Members are laughing at you. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett; . . . into treating the provinces i^ 
this scurvy way. I do strongly urge this House to take one last step to put 
our finances in order, so that we may be for the future free' of any liability 
to the provinces for assistance from the provincial contributions in normal 
times. It is a state of affairs which has hampered the provinces, and has 
hampered the Central Government in every way, and this Assembly in 
the first Session of its life will, I think, have laid a very strong founda- 
tion for future successful financial action if it endorses the Government's 
recommendation to accept the amendment in the Bill proposed by the 
Council of State. Sir, I move. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru (Cities of the United Provinces : Non-Muham- 
madan Urban) : Sir, I beg to oppose the motion which has just been made 
with such a pathetic appeal by my Honourable friend the Finance Mem- 
ber. In doing so. Sir, I am conscious that I stand but a poor chance of 
success, but we on this side cannot allow this occasion to pass without 
potting on record once again the utter hollowness of the constitution which 
makes it possible for such an occasion as the present to arise. 

Sk, what has happened is this. This House which is supposed to be, 
and to a certain extent is, the House of popular representatives succeeded 
in carrying an amendment to the Finance Bill reducing the duty on an in- 
dispensable article of food, indispensable alike to the rich and the poor. 
That Bill has now been considered by the Council of State, and that august 
House has in its wisdom restored the higher duty. {An Honourahle Mem* 
her: “ Shame.") It has been brought back to us to-day, and we are in- 
vited by our friend the Finance Member to go back upon our previous deci- 
sion and say ditto to the Council of State. In fact, we are asked sub- 
missively to register the decree that has been made by the Council of State. 
We* maintain. Sir, that it was wrong to impose this tax at all at any 
time. We say that it was wicked to continue to levy it for a long succes- 
sion of years. We say that it is criminal now to insist on the higher rate 
being realised from a famished people yrhose representatives in their lielp- 
lessness felt themselves justified in acquiescing in the lower rate, although 
it was a case, and a strong case, for the toted abolition of the tax. But, 
Sir, we are the crippled representatives of a paralysed people, and 
\f> move cautioui^ if we are anxious at least to mitigate the 8uStfin{y|^t 
we cannot entire^ remove. We knew that the Government was 
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its pound of flesh. We knew, Sir, that the argument that the bond doth 
gi^ n6 jot of blood ” would not avail for the simple reason that there art 
other instruments in the hands of the Gbvemment which can draw blood 
as well as flesh. We therefore contented ourselves with pleading that half 
a' pound of flesh may be accepted in full payment. That, Sir, waa a 
counsel of despair. We abstained from voting down the whole tax, and 
we rejoiced when we succeeded in reducing it by half ; but our rejoicing has 
been short lived. To-day imder the glorious constitution which has been 
conferred upon us as a free gift by the British Government, it has been 
made possible for the same Bill and the same provision to come back to 
us to be reconsidered by us and to be modified according to the wishes of 
the Coimcil of State if we would be good boys. 

Now, Sir, this constitution has given us two Houses, one in which the 
representatives of the people are in a majority and their proportion is care- 
fully defined by the Statute itself. The other is a House for which the law 
gives Government the liberty to pack it as it pleases, of course by rules 
made under the Act. 

Mr. L. Oralham (Secretary, Legislative Department) : Will the Honour- 
able Member give us the figures of the constitution of the Council? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: I will, at once. Sir, I am reminded by my 
friend of what I was about to do, and over which I spent a very pleasant 
few minutes in the morning. I set to myself a little exercise in arithmetic, 
and I think the House will be interested in following my calculation. Sir, 
the present constitution of the great House of Elders is, barring the Presi- 
dent, 59 members in all, of whom 26 are nominated and 83 are elected, 
I hope I am right. Now, that ostensibly gives a majority to the elected 
Members, but that only to the unsuspecting. It requires a little more 
examination and scrutiny to arrive at the real truth. Now, Sir, of the 88 
elected Members, we have three Europeans from special European consti- 
tuencies, and of the remainder we have nine bedecked and bejewelled gentle- 
men from G. C. I. E. to Khan Bahadur and Eai Bahadur. That leaves 
us a balance of 21 plain ordinary men as against 38 nominated officials, non- 
officials, Europeans and titled gentlemen. Now, Sir, far be it from me 
to snv that all these titled gentlemen are at the beck and call of Government. 
There are honourable exceptions of course. But at the same time among 
these 21 plain ordinary men, as I have described them, there may be some 
who, though they do not possess honours now, might be aspirants for those 
honours. I therefore cancel the one against the other, and therefore the 
proportion remains as 88 to 21. 

Baja Ohazanfar All Khan (North Punjab : Muhammadan) : What about 
the division list? 

Mr. Jamnadas M« Mehta (Bombay City: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
That is much worse. ' 

Pandit MotUal Nehru: This is how that House is packed. It is in the 
power of that House to undo whatever we might do in this House, aud> 
in the present case, to require us to eat humble pie and say ditto to w^at^it 
has’Seoided. That is the beauty, Sir, of the constitution. I ask if in plain 
language it means an3rthing but compulsion. Are we hot now belngf^cott- 
pelied to undo what we did on the previous occasion? Compulsion 
itkgufeed for raising money is by common people callpd extortion. L 
^K^^ntain, Sir. that this is a form of legalised e^ctprtion 

country are being subjected in spite of tiieir represeroSIlons. 
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it is quite clear from what 1 have stated on thw particular point that ^ 
oonatitution only seeks to make us instruments of oppression and extortion 
in the bands cd the Ck>vemment. It pretends to give us new opportumties 
for service. May I express in my own words, Sir, what that means? It 
means new opp^unities of showing to the Government that we can be 
willing to carry out its will and not the will of our constituents. Then 
it promises a further advance in the Beforms if and when it is shown that 
confidence can be reposed in our sense of responsibility. Those again, Sir, 
are very fine words, but if I may be permitted to translate them into my 
own simple language, I would put it in this way, — ^that the sense of responsi* 
bililv there means a sense of abject servility to the Government. That is 
what we are being taught, that is what is being cultivated in this House by 
the procedure which is prescribed in our constitution. Now, Sir, we have 
recently had. a pronouncement from the Secretary of State of which only 
a telegraphic summary is at present available. But this is what His 
Lordship says about these reforms, as to whether they have succeeded 
or not. He says: * 

“At the end of two years of assiduous study it was yet t<^ *early to pronounce 
flefinitely either upon the success or failure of the present constitution/* 

We know that His Lordship is not a slave of dates, and therefore he takes 
his own time to assure himself as to whether these reforms have been or 
are likely to be a success or a failure. But I put it to Honourable Members 
in this House if any of them, with all the evidence that has been recorded, 
with their daily experience and particularly with the experience they have 
had since the commencement of this Session, can have any doubt as to 
whether these reforms are a success or a failure. But of one thing His 
Lordship is quite certain and that is that they are not real, because we find 
in the same pronouncement another passage which runs thus: 

“ Given an India in which those who count manifest good-will and give a promise 
of fruitful co-operation, there is much that might gladly be offered and loyally accepted 
which would afford a precious promise for a constitution which might last for long and 
might bring India really and perhaps permanently on equal terms as an honoured 
member into that free community of the British Dominions which men know as the 
Empire. ^ 

So that, after all has been done, after all the fruitful co-operation that His 
Lordship demands has been given, what is it that we are promised. Simply 
this: We may perhaps get something which is real, something which is 
mc»re permanent. So that, on his own showing we have nothing approach- 
ing reality at present. Then, Sir, this should come as an eye-opener to 
thi'se Honourable Members who are looking forward to the early appoint- 
ment of the Statutory Commission, as to what they may expect from that 
Oommssion. But, while I am on this subject, I would beg the indulgence 
of this House to permit me to read another passage which is also characteris- 
tic. It is this. Lord 'Birkenhead told: 

“ how he had frequently asked Indian deputations what would happen if the British 
left India to-morrow and ne had not discovered one visitor, however critical, however 
acrimonious he might be to our methods, who had ever told him that he conteiwlated 
with indifference th^ withdrawal to-morrow from India of the Viceroy, the English 
lawyers, English soldiers and English Civil Service.*’ 

N{tw, Sir, if there can be a case of adding insifit to injury, ther^ 
no worse case than this. . We have been emasculated, as a natiob. 
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affairs have been managed by others, in spite of our will, for oyer a cenxury 
and a half. We have been tied hand and feet together ahd subjected to 
a kind of spoon-feeding at the hands of those who mount guard upon* us, and 
now our guards say : What will happen if we leave you tied down as you 
are/ 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: Bir, on a point of order. 1 do not 
wish to interrupt the Honourable Member, but is not this getting rather 
far away from the question of the restoration of the salt duty to Es. 1-4-0? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: Sir, I was pointing out the cruel irony of the 
situation. Here we are, not responsible for our present plight, being asked 
by those who have reduced us to what we are : What will you do if we go 
away? What we are asking for is that the chains that tie us be broken 
aniojur hands and feet be left free and then you can please yourselves and 
go whenever you like. Now, Sir, as to the fruitful co-operation which the 
Secretar\ of State expects, we have only to see what has happened in the 
12Xooy course of this Session. Not that things have not happened in 
the last Assembly. But it is no use repeating the old story. 
1 shall confine myself to a few incidents of this Session. We began by 
asking for permission to one of the duly elected Members to attend this 
House. He was prevented from appearing, taking his oath of allegiance 
and show’ing that he was as honest a citizen as any of us here. Why? 
Because he was detained under suspicion. Then 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Kaj’shahi Division: Muhammadan Eural) : Last year 
ycu all walked out. What happened to the salt duty then? 

Pandit Motilal Nehru: Then wc were gagged wdien we complained that 
Indian soldiers had been sent to China without any reference to this House. 
W'e w^ere allowed no say in that at all. I simply mention it to show how 
by executive action this gag was put upon us. Then we {)assed a Eesolu- 
tion about the detenus. We carried it, and after many promises and many 
negotiations between the Government of India and the Government of 
Bengal, what was the result? Finally, after holdmg out many hopes, it 
was declared that there would be no release at all, but only a change in the 
nature of imprisonment. Instead of internment in a jail, it w^as to be 
intcrnmei^t in a village or internment in one's home or elsewhere, but 
absolutely no inclination to allow these men an opportunity to clear them- 
selves if there was anything against them. Then, Sir, there was our 
votf' of censure on the Railway Board and on the Executive Council. They 
ha\e been treated in a contemptuous way. Next we beheld the manner in 
which the Currency Bill was piloted in this House. It was no doubt a 
stiff fight which we put up, but there were forces at work which I need not 
detail and we lost. The crowning act of all is this return of the Finance 
Bill to us in order to compel us to go back upon our own decision. Now, 
Sir, my friend the Finance Member was pleased to interrupt me and ash 
what it had to do with the reduction of the duty on salt. What I hdve 
to do with is not merely tEe fact but the root cause of it. I say it is Wt 
the question to-day before us as to what would be the proper duty on ialt 
or whether there should be any duty at all. I ask Honourable Members <o 
bear clearly in mind what the real question that we have got to detenidne 
to-day is, and 1 specially appeal to those Honourable Members who 
be agsinst the reduction — ^the one issue before the House to-day is thU. 

ta submit to the treatment which is being accorded to this 
Jt.Wjko the interest of those who voted for the reduction as well bs 
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9!^ho did not vote for the reduction to uphold the honour of this House and 
iihe independence of this House. 1 say that that is the issue. Those who 
were in the minority, those who may be in the majority to-day, it is not 
for either of them to consider what is the real and the true duty which 
oupht to be imposed upon salt but that the House of which they are 
Members having once decided — it may be against the opinion of certain 
Members — ^that a certain duty is to be levied and no more, ought they 
not; to combine to honour that decision of the House and refuse to be 
dictated to by the other House? Sir, it will be said that that is the 
x^oustitution. I have described the nature of this Qpnstitution. I do not 
say that technically it is not law. But what I have said and what I 
repeat again, Sir, is that there is such a thing as legalised extortion and 
legalised illegality. This, we must remember, is a money Bill and it is 
up to us, whatever the constitution may be, to establish a convention that 
^he other House, whatever its composition may be, whatever its weight may 
be in other matters, shall have no voice in a money Bill. That is Qur 
opportunity. That is the opportunity we ought to seize. 

p 

Now, Sir, I am not aware what the grounds of Honourable Members 
of the other House were for restoring the duty. I was not there. But 
I have been informed that one brilliant argument was that an Honourable 
Member who was a shikari knew that the wild beast of the forest did not 
require any salt. They cannot get it and yet they lived. Why was it 
that we were asking for salt for our cattle? I think I ought to inform the 
Honourable Member — ^perhaps he does not know — ^that there are no veter- 
inary hospitals in the jungles and the forests, that the beasts of the forests 
knew where they can have the salt they want and they get it, as their 
movements are not restricted. But I should like to have asked the Honour- 
able Member if he had gone into statistics of the Stone Age or some X)ther 
pr^'-historic age, when the primitive man used to live and eat his meals, 
as ro what those meals consisted of and what was the proportion of salt in 
them. He may well have argued from that that you do not want any salt 
because in those days salt mines were not discovered and other processes 
of making salt were not known. Arguments like this, Sir, show on what 
considerations this tax has been restored to its full amount, namely, its 
higher rate. I submit that thi^ House will not take into any serious con- 
sideration the fiat of the other House, that those who vo^ed for the reduction 
on the last occasion will adhere to their opinion and those who did not vote 
will, if for nothing else, at least to maintain the dignity and honour of 
this House, not accede to the motion that has been made by the Honour- 
able the Finance I do not propose, Sfr, to go into any* arguments 

on the merits because they have been sufficiently dealt with in the debaU 
which took place when we carried the amendment My Mend the Honour- 
able the Finance Member has only repeated what he said on the last occa- 
sion with the exception that he gave us somewhat nearer figures to-daV 
than he gave on tjie last occasion. I take the whole of his argument to cot^ 9 
to this. You have got these two ropes. Choose one to hang yourself 
with. — either it Is the salt dutv or it is the provincial contributions, Irth'at 
argument h^s been exposed over and over again on the floor of this House. 
W" do maintain that it is possible to do away with the provincial contribu- 
tions as well as with the salt duty. But I am not going to take the^me 
of the House any longer and I would appeal once again to 
Members not to be misled in considering this question and not to >reigh 
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whftt is the proper duty in golden \ scales and arrive at the ex^t duty to be 
fevied. The point before the' House is a very clear one. It W W'^onfiititii- 
tional point. It is a point which they must make s conven- 
tion of, but if they continue tp submit, well, there can be no hope 
for them in the future. I may remind the House that this is not the first 
occasion upon which this question has arisen. In the year 1^ we carried 
an amendment reducing the salt duty to one rupee by a far larger majority 
than the one by which we passed this amendment. It met Vdth the same 
fate at the hands of the Council of State. The Council of State enhanced 
the duty, or rather restored the higher duty. It came back before us and 
some gentlemen for reasons best toown to themselvCs voted diBerently to 
whfit they had voted on the first occasion. I hope that Honourable Mem- 
bers will not allow such an exhibition to take place again and I also trust 
that those who have not voted or who were absent will join with those who 
did vote in favour of the reduction, to maintain and uphold the honour and 
dignity of this House. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The Bevd. Dr. E. M. Macphail (Madras: European): Sir, I did not 
have 'an opportunity of speaking on this question when it came before the 
House originally and I should like to make one or two remarks this morn- 
ing in support of the Honourable Sir Basil Blackett’s proposal. I am not 
enamoured of the salt tax, I do not like any tax. (An Honourable Mem- 
ber: ** Then vote with us.”) But there is such a thing in the world as 
necessity and one fact which I have learnt is that you cannot eat your 
cake and have it too. \ou cannot afford to indulge in a luxury and yet at 
the s-ame time have the money to pay for another luxtiry, and, as the 
Honourable Pandit has truly said, you have the option of two ropes (An 
Honourable Member: ”To hang oneself with.”) to hang oneself with, and 
which do you prefer? I prefer the rope which gives the provinces the 
remission of their contributions. (An Honourable Member: ” Is salt a 
luxury?”) I shall come to that presently. The provincial contributions 
are, we have been told, if not a rope, a millstone round our necks. I re- 
member in the year 1920 attending^ a meeting of the Legislative Council 
of Madras which was attended by nearly all the Members and which I 
think unanimously protested against the Meston award. We in Madras 
€^*6 accused nowadays of having obtained too much but what we found 
then was that we had been very unfairly treated and that wo had got far 
too httle T think my Honourable friend, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, ^ was 
present on that occasion and voted against the contributions. If T am 
wrong he will correct me . , . 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Madras City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
When was that? I do not remember that. I was not a Member. I was 
not in the Council at all except in 1921 and I do not think this matter 
came up. 

The Bevd. Dr. E. H. Macphail: This was in the unreformed Council 
days. A meeting was held in the Banquetting Hall and perhaps my Hbh> 
Durable frieaid may remember it now. 

Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar: If it was in the unreformed Council I Vas 
in another Ashram. 

Th^ Bevd. Dr. E. M. Macphail: I do not think that any other Members 
in this House were Members of the Legislative Coundil at that time 
I lail||>w that i^e Honourable Members who repres^t Madras .ila 
Hoosb, or a large number of them, do not seem to hilve taken tha^ int4rem 
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in itbo remissioii of ooutntutioxxs during p&st yjo^rs whiph y>TT*A of us in 
Madras thought they ought to have tahen. It is possible, ba was sugr 
gestrd in Madras, that there were reasons for that, — ^that in their dia- 
appi'oval of the non-Brahmin Ministry they, thought tixet it waa not desir- 
able that they should receive larger sums to expend, whether that was 
true or not. {An Honourable Member \ “ We deny it.**) It may not have 
^een true, but it was reported in Madras at all events that the support 
which was given to the remission of contributions was very half-hearted 
indeed. When I came to this House for the first time I came up with a 
certain amount of suspicion of the Honourable the Finance Member. I 
thought he was a dragon who prevented us from receiving back our con- 
tributions* from getting back our golden fleece, and I was glad when I 
leaml that he had the interests of the provinces at heart as well as the 
interests of the Central Government. The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett 
needs no certificate from me, but I should like to take this opportunity of 
saying that from my own experience of him on the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee, I waa tremendously impressed not merely by his grasp of princ^les 
and mastery of details, but also b'* the way in which he honestly was 
anxious to serve India in the very best possible way that occurred to him. 
With regard to these provincial contributions there is not the least doubt 
that the Ministries in the provinces have been very much handicapped 
from the want of funds and we in Madras have specially been so. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya (South Arcot cum Chinglepiit : Non-Muham- 
madan Eural): How much will they get now? 

The Revd. Dr. E. M. Macphall: They will got about Bs. crores 

Mr, M. K, Acharya: Not the Ministries. 

Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Trichinopoly ; Non-Muham- 
madan Bural) : And pay it over to the reserved services. 

The Revd. pr. E. M. Macphail: not going to allow myself to be 

interrupted anv more Thev get a crore and a half and I hop© that all the 
Menobers of this House will recognise the magnanimity of the Madras 
Mennbers T do not know, I have not worked/ it out in detail, but as far as 
I sec, I think that the amount that Madras will have to pay as salt tax 
if this remission is made, is only about Es. 50 lakhs, assuming that 
Madras eats as much salt as my Honourable friend Mr. 
Duraiswamy Aiyangar said. By the way I should like to tell my Honour- 
able friend Mr. Duraiswamy that India is not surrounded on all sides by 
sea as he said the other day in the course of his speech. There is one 
side which is still occupied by land. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar (Madras ceded districts and Chittoor: 
Non-Muhammadan Eural) ; When I was in school T was taught that a 
peninsula is an island. 

Pie Revd. Dr. E. M. Macpbail: We in Madras have been anxiously 
looking forward to putting an end to these contributions and it cheered 
me very much when I found in the Budget that there was provision made 
this year for the complete abolition of these contributions. As I have 
said, I am not enamoured of the salt tax and I hope a time will come whei> 
it may eventually be dispensed with. But Honourable Members malke ^ 
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great deal too much oi the salt-tax. First of all| the burden of it is, after 
all, extremely small, although I know that for a poor man even a single 
Rnnq . is something. But my experience is that the poor man very often 
spends his aima in other ways. (An Honourable Member: ** Why should 
not he?*'). I do not blame him, I do not grudge his spending mone^ on 
luxuries. That I leave to the advocates of the Is. 4d. ratio. I hope that 
in the future, the salt tax will be done away wiith because, after cdl, it is 
a relic of the old days — ^it is a relic of the administration which the British 
took over from the people who were ruling ^ the country when they came 
there. 1 should like to suggest to my friendi Mr. Acharya, who jis a great 
reactionary, that he ought to support it in consequence of that fact. But 
apart from that, it has been said that no civilised country has a salt tax. * 

It is only a century since it was given up in Great Britain, and it is still 
the monopoly of the Italian Government. There is a salt tax in France, 
there is a salt tax in Germany, in fact almost the only countries in the 
world in which a salt tax is not levied are Great Britain and the United 
States. I say I have no love for it and I hope it will ultimately disappear, 
but until we have got some other method of raising revenue which Can 
take its place it must go on and in any case it is extremely bad policy to 
reduce it to a very low figure so long as we have the expenses connected 
with the upkeep of the Salt Department. It will not be possible to my 
mind to do away with the salt tax until there comes really scientific revi- 
sion of the whole system of taxation in India, and then perhaps we may 
have something done also about the permanent settlement in Bengal. It 
18 quite easy for Honourable Members who come from Bengal to vote to- 
day for the reduction of the salt tax. They have been enjoying the re- 
mission of their contribution for the last two or three years Their withers 
are unwrung; we in Madras have been feeling it most. We are the people 
who have been claiming that the first duty of the Government is to settle 
this matter. Once this matter is settled it will be possible to deal with 
the whole taxation system in an adequate and scientific manner. I have 
sometimes thought that Members on that side of the House remind me 
of a story which I remember being told by a well known Scottish comedian 
who gave an account of a conversfiWion between two men. One man said 
“I am in favour of a Labour Governmeat.” The other man asked “Why?" 
He leplied “If you have a Labour Government you will have long holidays 
and very little work and very good pay." The other man said to him, 
“But you know that is impossible". His friend replied “Yes, I know 
it is impossible but I am in favour of it". (Laughter). I support Sir 
Basil Blackett's proposal. 

♦Mr. M. S. Aney (Berar Eepresentative) : Sir, my object in rising on 
this occasion is to insist that this House in considering the motien before 
it at present should be guided mainly by considerations of the prestige 
of this House in regard to money Bills. I believe that Honourable Mem- 
bers need not be told that it has been an established convention as well as 
constitutional practice in England that knoney Bills are not interfered with 
l)y the other House. Under our constitution we Have not been given 
right. It is up to us to see that an interference with the decision, of this 
House in regard to money Bills by the other House is at least resented 
by the House in such a way that it will inake that sort of thing imposeible 
hereafter. It is in that spirit that we ihust deal with the motiox^ 
the House, The indignation which the House of Conimons used to 14^1 
in former times when money Bills were interfered with by the of 

"^Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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Lords is graphically described in Mr. Anscm’s La'tr and OustoiaiB oi th» 
Constitution. 1 shall read a passage so that Honourable Members may 
know the proper way to deal with a motion of this kind : 

“ These are civil ways of rejecting a bill : but there are pr^edents for a bill being 
rejected, and torn in the House : and in 1772 a bill was rejected, thrown over the 
table by the Speaker and kicked out of the House by the members/ The offence of 
this particular b^'U was that it had been returned from the Lords with an amendment 
to a money clause.'* 

I do not want this House to imitate this uncivil way but let us establish 
a civil w^ay by turning this amendment down in the manner suggested by 
the Honourable the Leader of the Congress Part^. I believe all the Mem- 
bers of this House who are under instructions should vote this down. 

’"Hr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: If 1 rise to say what 1 feel, it is not 
in the hope that we will be able to contend against this torrent but only 
‘with this view that we want the poor man's food and the self-respect of 
India under this {magnificent Taj of Delhi unwept, unhonoured and unsung. 
Therefore it is that 1 rise to say a few words on this question as this claifse 
has been turned down against this House by the others House. If we 
want to reckon the friends of the poor in India in the other House we 
may reckon them on one's fingers and there will be one finger more because 
they are only 9 in number, while we have got 10 fingers. Sir, this has 
been miserably turned down by the other House. It is not that the 
Honourable Members of that House do not value even the smallest amoimt. 
It is only a week prior to this that the other House passed a Resolution 
that travelling allowance of the Members in that House must be increased 
to such an extent that even during days of travelling they must get 
Rs. 20 a day and they bargained eventually for Rs. 10 a day. The Honour- 
able Members of that House are made up of zamindars, jagirdars, 
miraasdars, title holders, Maharajas and Nawabs. These people fought 
for Rs. 10 a day for the period of travel and yet they did not recognise 
the value of money in the hands of t^ poorest man who has to pay 3 
annas per head for the sake of oiie item, namely, salt. They are hon- 
ourable men. I do not want to say anything about them. If the 
Honourable Members of this House cried Shame " when the message 
from that House was read in the solemn manner characteristic of Mr. 
Gupta, I resented it, not on the ground put by the Chair. It is to our 
own shame that we should cry “Shame”. This House should not receive 
with tolerance a message like that and must maintain its self-respect. 
If we cannot do that, we must cry ” Shame ” on ourselves. Unfor- 
tunately io this country the destiny and the self-respect of the poor people 
is in the hands of those who will fiddle when the country is burning. That 
is the kind of people in whose hands our destiny is put. We have got Hon- 
ourable Members on the oflBcial Benches who eat the salt of India and 
vote against the reduction of the salt duty. We have got others who have not 
come into contact with poor people and yet stand up here and say, ‘That 
is no diflSculty for the poor man We have got Anglo-Indian Journa- 
lists and their army of correspondents and reporters who will call this 
only an election cry. These are the ways in which any plea thiit is 
raised by this House is knocked out and yet we stand here to plead the 
cause of the poor man, whatever may be the opposition, the ridicule and 

^Speech not oorreoted by the Honourable Member. 
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the scoffing. It is our duty to do it and our chief , mourner, the revered 
leader, has led the procession and we are boimd to follow fiUld we will not 
leave him ^alone. What is it that we have done, if we could only tahe a 
total ‘reckoning of our work in this Session? B^ave we done anythin^^ for 
the poor man? We abolished the export duty on tea. Why? S^ecause 
it is an article of food in Great Britain, and, says the Statement of Obieots 
and Keasons, it is bad in principle to levy an export duty on tea. And 
why? As I again say, it is a principal article of food for the Britisher* 
We have reduced the duty on motor cars. Why? Because the rich mea 
of this country have io buy motor cars imported from Great Britain and 
they can do so more cheaply now. We have reduced the stamp duty on 
cheques and bills of exchange. Why? Because they are used for trans- 
actions carried on by the mercantile firms who are influential in this 
country. And on^the other hand, Sir, what have we done for the poor 
man? We have refused to reduce third class railway fares. We have 
refused to introduce the pice postcard, and we have refused over and over 
again to reduce the duty on salt and thus make more salt available to 
thefn. Have we done our duty in this House, have we done our best for 
the poor man whom we represent here? Sir, a day will come when the 
reforms will be so changed that no man who is paying more than Es. 60 
a year in taxes will be entitled to sit in this House; only those will be 
Members who are paying less. This House will then be the poor man's 
House and then will come the time when the views of the poor man will 
be as warmly considered as they deserve to be. Till then, Sir, the poor 
have no voice in this House. It is an idle fraud that we are playing on 
them by saying that wo are legislating"* here for democracy. The Hon- 
ourable Sir Basil Blackett is not tired of trying to serve out that demo- 
cracy stuff over and over again Year after year he pleads, either we 
must have this or do without that. We must have the salt tax or do 
without remission of provincial contributions. For my part, Sir, I am 
not afraid, even if we cannot have both by any means. And I will show 
you what the net result really is. The remission of provincial contribu- 
tions to Madras will amount to 1*47 crores. And what is it that you 
deri\e from Madras by way of sail du^? The amount of salt on which 
duty is assessed is l,b7,000 maimdg, and at Rs. 1-4-0 the amount of 
duty is Es. 1,67,97.227. Even if out of this you remit the Madras con- 
tribution of Eg. 1,65,00,000. there is still with you, Sir, Es. 2,97,227. 
Then what does the benefit amoimt to? If you collect this tax in this 
manner and kindly remit it and still retain a portion of it, where is the* 
benefit to Madras? Sir, if Sir Basil Blackett were to give that remission 
out of something that he collecled for himself it would be something I 
will not go into that aspect of the question, but I do maintain that the 
finance of the Central Government must be based not on the ciJoulationa 
of the salt duty but on' other taxes which it collects entirely as its own, 
and then it should give back to Madras what it has promised and what 
it is bound to give back as early as possible. That, Sir, is my contention. 
You must reduce your military expenditure. Then you can raise money 
in other ways. But go back "to the standaird which the Inchoape C^- 
mittee has fixed and you will be able to spare 4 orores and odd. Theiiet 
are many other sources also, but I will not go into those details oh thie 
question. There are many other methods by which this Government # 
bound to save money and relieve the provinces. But to say simply tttdfb 
you will give them a portion of what they themselves raise 
salt duty is neither kind, nor fair nor just to the provincea, 
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Revd. Dr. Macphail rose once again — 1 am told that it will probably bo his 
last speech in this Assembly because Sir Walter Willson said that he will 
not be ^a Member in September. For that I am no doubt sorry. 
(Laughter.) {An Honourable Member: ‘ You don't sound like it.") Sir, 
the Revd. Dr. Macphail said that we, the Madras Members of this Assem- 
bly, have not been paying attention to this question of provincial contri- 
butions because we do not like the non-Brahmin Ministry. 

The Revd, Dr. E. M. Macphail: May I rise to a point of personal 
explanation. What I said was that that ^\as currently reported in Madras. 

Mr. 0. Duraiswamy Aiyangar: Sir, every statement of the learned 
Professor has always to be corrected. Sir, if it is reported Tn Madras, 
the question is, is it a correct report? Is it worthy of being repeated here? 
How many Madras ^lembers in this Assembly are Madras Brahmins? Is 
Murtaza Sahib a Brahmin? Is Dr. Jilani a Brahmin? Is Mr. R. K. 
Chetty a Brahmin? Was Mr. Reddy a Brahmin? I am referring to 
Members of the last Assembly. Are these Members now all Brahmin^a? 
Or have they become Brahmins after coming to Delhi? What is the point 
then of saying that the Madras Members of this Assembly arc not in favour 
of this reduction of provincial contributions because there is a non-Brahmin 
Ministry there? Sir, I repudiate the suggestion. If the Revd. Dr. 
Macphail will go into the proceedings of the previous Assembly he will 
find that both the Brahmin and the non-i^rahmin Members voted for the 
reduction of the salt duty as w’eH as the provincial contributions. Sir, 
from physiologj I learn that a man changes once in 7 years. But I never 
thought that the Revd. Dr. Macphail would entirely change his views. 
Where is his Sermon on the Mount now, w'here is the preaching of his 
Sabbath? Now I am led to believe that the Sabbath is the one day set 
apart in the week for doing good to the people, but that day being a holiday 
there is no scope for doing good. Sir. it has also been said by the Revd. 
Dr. Macphail that the salt duty is an inheritance from our ancient kings. 
I would request him to read history prc^erly. In India there were many 
transit duties levied on goods going from one province to another, including 
salt. Lord Clive obtained a monopoly of salt production and made use 
of it by selling it and making money as a reserve fund for paying the 
Company's servants. And, Sir, it is only later that we find this taken up 
as a regular source of public revenue. And it is not a fact that previously 
a salt duty was imposed for the purpose of deriving public revenue. Then 
again, Sir, ho said that it was onl> a century ago that salt duly was 
abolished in Great Britain — just at the time in fact when they introduced 
it in India. If that was done in England for the sake of civilization and 
out of good principle, why did not their emissaries in India adopt the 
same principle for India ? Now I would ask him to point out — and he need 
not roam over the whole world — from the history of any countrv, for 
instance, England, Scotland or Ireland, any duty equivalent to this salt 
duty which stands on the principle of taxing a man's food. {Several 
Honourable Members: "Tea, sugar and beer.") Is sugar as much a 
necessity as salt? Does any man believe that the very poor can command 
sugar, sweetmeats and ice cream ? I am surprised that sugar and ice cream 
should be put forward as necessary articles of food. {An Honourable 
Member: " Who put cream forward?") Sir, T ask you, I ask the Honour- 
able Members on the other side, to take both the aspects of the poverty of 
the people and the humiliation which accompanies a taxation which affects 
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the actual breakfast of the poorest man in the country, into consideration^ 
both these things into consideration, 1 ask ttie Honourable the 
Fmanpe Meniber to make up his mind to pve up any idea of distigucing 
^ budget by a salt tax, to give up altogether this item and sour^ of his 
revenue and, Sir, the capcusity of Sir Basil Blackett is unboundedL as it id 
proclaimed on hands, and I too acknowledge it. Let him discover some 
method by which he can make up, make good, what would be lost by the 
reduction of the salt duty. For the sake of the honour of this House, folr 
the sake of the honour of a House in which he has more often to appear than 
in a House where he only occasionally goes, let him also maintain the 
honour of this House along with us, because he is a part and parcel of 
this House and he is only a non-votable guest there (Laughter) for the pur- 
pose of explaining matters to them. I ask him to join hands with ua 
and maintain the dignity of this House by seeing that ten annas is again 
restored and sending this Bill back with that declaration, with that estab- 
lishment of the self-respect and the honour of this House. 

Sir George Paddison (Madras : Nominated Official) : Sir, the learned 
Pandit. ..(^In Honourable Member: “ Poor man’s representative?”) 
{Honourable Members: ” Order, order.”) I am not a frequent speaker, 
and I have no experience of being interrupted before I have even said 
word. I think you might allow me to say a couple of words before you 
find you can laugh at my speech. The Honourable and learned Pandit 
who -again on the opposite side opposed this Bill stated that these pro- 
ceedings in this House were not real and that this House was acting under 
compulsion. I can assure him as one who knows the Presidency of Madras, 
who have been overpaying to the central revenues all these years, that to us 
it is terribly real, and that our anxiety on this occasion is very very serious. 
Either we are to go ahead— for Madras is peculiarly proud of the way in 
which she has tried to work out this constitution — either Madras must go* 
again into bankruptcy, or she and her Ministers will be enabled to con- 
tinue the policy they have been trying to put into effect for some years of 
building sufficient schools, of introducing compiilsory education, new 
schemes of medicine and sanitation, new roads and better roads : all these* 
will be knocked on the head unless we carry this restoration. It is a 
very serious thing to us, I can assure you 1 Moreover, as regards the House* 
itself, I am afraid that some people here may think '* Well, we have 
voted in one way. we must in fact stick to that ” — I think it was stated 
that we should be humiliated if we voted the other way again. If now" 
we realize, as some I believe honestly di^ not realize before that it is a 
real choice between these contributions being remitted and this reduction 
of the salt tax, then I hope that no one in this House will object to* 
votinqr according as he reallv thinks, merely because he may have registered 
a different vote a week ago. It is not weakness but it is strength t<y 
acknowledge that vou have made a mistake, and I ask everyone here who 
reallv wants the good of the reforms, the good of India, to vote that this 
money shall be given back to the provinces which is admitted by everyone 
to be due to them. This money is due to the provinces, and therefore if 
we as a House reduce the salt tax now. we shall be paving with money 
which is not our money. We ask that before you are generous, vou should 
be just that you should give back the money that is reallv, honestly due 
to ns in the provinces before you bargain to make these large reduo<»oiie 
which can come later and I hope the whole question as has been 
mlsed, ^11 be reooiisidered later on. There is one other point.. I wae 
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jeered at at the staart because 1 was supposed to speak on bdiait oi tna 
ltd>.durer. 1 am not speaking on behali of the labourer, but I will iread to 
you what the representa^ve of the Madras depressed olaases said in the 
Legislstite Council in Madras last time this came up. {An Honourdblt 
Member: “ Who is he?”) Mr. B. Srinivasan, who is now the leader of 
the depressed classes in Madras in the absence of my friend, Bao Bahadur 
M. C. Bajah. {An Honourable Member: ” Was he a Government nomi* 
nated Member?”) All members for the depressed classes undoubtedly 
are and must be given nomination (Hear, bear) as otherwise it is impossi- 
ble for them to have any chance at an election. (Applause.) {An Honour- 
able Member: “ Why impossible?”) Because it is quite im^ssible that 
any should be elected in the present state of feeing in Madrsts. {An 
Honourable Member: ■” Give them special representation.”) They have 
not got a sufficient number of voters amongst them. I will now, with your 
permission. Sir, read this passage: 

** With regard to the salt tax, 1 may say that one anna per head per annum is 
xmt so much felt by our people. We are willing to pay any tax provided it# is 
guaranteed that a fair proportion of it will be given to our people who contribute it 
to ameliorate their condition in the ways of education, sanitation and acquiring of 
dand.” 

(Mr, Ghaman Lall: ** Who wrote that speech for him?**) If you suggest 
that I wrote it for him, I can tell you that that is absolutely untrue. 
I did not. Now that is what they want. These people in Madras — and 
I am sure Mr. Eajah, if he is here, will confirm it — ^their only chance of 
coming forward is to get education, scholarships, wells, schools, and roads, 
pathways and burial grounds and things of that sort which now they cannot 
get, and which they will not be able to get if you take this away from 
them. Sir, there are places in Madras where men have to go a mile and 
a half to get water; ‘there are places where they have to pay for getting 
water, and if this remission of contributions is given, we shall be able to 
do something substantial this year to remove these things. I do beg the 
House that they will not take away this money from Madras and from 
Bombay and from other places, that they will really give the Ministers 
a chance, where they aire trying to work hard. (Afr. A. Rangaswami 
Iyengar: ** What did you do with the money given previously?**) I was 
away last year, but 1 built wells and schools and during that short time we 
did the very best we could. Sir, I support the motion of Sir Basil 
Blackett. ^ 

Mr. M. K. Acharya: Sir, I was described a few minutes ago as a 
* ‘reactionary**. When, however. Sir, aotionaries are going wrong, one 
will try and enjoy being a reactionary,^ — ^for what, after all, are the mean- 
ings of these words. I hope I have learnt enough frokn my own old school. 
(The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: “What is an “actionary”?) Sir, 
“actionary** and “reactionary** are after all relative words, and I am 
coming the word “actionary**. An “actionary**, I would suggest, is one 
who is trying to act for various purposes. Whatever it is, Sir, after all there 
are right actions and wrong actions, and therefore correspondingly wrong 
reactions and very right reactions also. I do not believe that there is any 
man under the sun who does not often make wrong actions, and is ncA 
forced to make a rivht reaction. But referring to my old college days, 
1 was taught many things in my old college days, particularly ^he heauisM 



THS INDUN FINiUrCB BILL. 


2986 


ihings about Jesus, whom, by the way, I regard as an Iiidiam The oiilture 
of Jeaus was Indian, and the religicm of Christ was an echo ol the beautiful 
Indian path of Bhakti. But that is by the .way. I will come now to the. 
point. 

It has been said that we must choose between two ropes, but it is not a 
very great sin to say that possibly we may escape both ropes. • That 
is the way of prudence. Much has been said about Madras, both by 
some noil-officials and officials who claimed to speak on behalf of Madras 
and said that they were speaking on behalf of the people of Madras. We 
were very anxious to know how much of the provincial contributions will 
really go to next year’s Madras Budget, . into the hands of Ministers, for 
education, scmitation, etc 

Sir Oeorge Faddisont Practically the whole lot was given last year. 

Mr. M. E. Acharya: It is better for some people to know before they' 
speak. They should not speak on things they do not know. 

» - 

Sir George Paddison: I rise to a personal explanation, Sir. Does the 
Honourable Member think I said that I did not know? I said practically 
the whole lot. 

Mr. M. K. Acharya: That is very much open to question. It Is very 
much open to question whether all this that is going to be remitted wiU' 
go to the Ministers. Again the charge was made that we were not keen 
on provincial contributions. For myself I wish that Madras should get 
as much benefit as possible, and indeed, if possible, more benefits than 
other provinces, but not at the cost of other provinces. 

Again it was said that after all it comes to a few annas only for the 
poor man, even if the salt tax is reduced, and that the poor man will spend 
his money elsewhere. The poor man may spend his money elsewhere,, 
therefore, shall we say: “Don't give him any annas?" We do not want 
him to spend any annas elsewhere, for that matter, but that should not 
prevent us from doing what we think is right. I was taught to regard 
that our duty was to do what we think is right: VAnd because right is 
right, to follow right' were wisdom in scorn of consequence." If it is 
right that these poor men should get their salt as cheaply as possible, then 
it is right that they should get that benefit. The fear that they may,., in. 
other respects misbehave should not in any way retard us from doing tfie 
right by them in this respect. Similarly, Sir, the official speaker from 
Madras said that without this provincial contribution being remitted Madras 
will be reduced to bankruptcy. That wpuld be a very serious vicissitude 
indeed for Madras, but Madras has passed through many vicissitudes. 
Long before non-official Europeans came to Madras that. provin 9 e had 
sufiered and survived many vicissitudes. We s^re not going tb' Be “ovelf- 
terrified by threats of bankruptcy if this contribution is not at 6"nce 
knitted. There was also a quotation from a good man from Madras 
was. once nominated to the Madras Council, I do not believe that it it 
proper on an occasion like 'this to make any reflections on his nomination. 
If any member of the .depressed classes does^not get elected to the Council 
in Madras, the fault, lies at the door of the consfitution .which the behici^' 
British people- have given to us. I have not made the constitution, nor 
other widked Brahmins ol Madras, nor have we placed any obstacle in the 
way of anybody’s election to the Madras Council. I do no| thmk it 
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light for ai^OHo to take us to task that member of the deproBeed olasBets 
has been eieoted to the Madras Council. All that tak^s uB a^aj^ from 
real issue. The real idsue is not the fancy picture of provincial paradise 
that has been painted for us, but the problehn of the wrong that this- 
Bipuse will be doing to itself if it went back on the vote given the other day. 
1 was s<My, Sir, to hear the view expressed that some who voted for a 
sediiction the other day did so without a full knowledge of what they were 
doing and without seeing and weighing the consequences. It is very un- 
charitable for any official gentlemen to say that ^ose who voted against 
him had not full knowledge and were not probably doing the right thing. 
It may be said on the other hand with equal or greater truth that many 
of those who voted with the Government on that and on many other 
occasions had done so with far less knowledge of the realities and far less 
Sfsnse of their responsibilities than perhaps most of those who voted against 
the Government on the ssdt question. Sir, therefore I maintain that 1 
asn not behind anybody in wishing Madras should have as much progress, 
ih the matter of sanitation, education and other things as it can. I do 
maintain that every effort should be made to give to the people of Madras, 
and indeed to the people of every province, as much money as is possible 
to lead them to go onward steadily on the path of progress. But the whole 
question is simply this: whether the Finance Member can find enough 
money to remit the contributions and at the same time to reduce the salt 
tax. That question must be carefully scrutinised, having before us the* 
whole Budget so to speak; and I maintain. Sir, that it should be possible 
to have the strictest economy practicable in every branch of the administra- 
tion in order to realise a much larger surplus than is now budgeted for. T 
believe, Sir, in a budget the revenue is always put, to be on the safe side, 
at the minimum and the expenditure is always shown at a certain bnaximum 
rate, and therefore there is a small suaplus. The surplus, to be on the 
safe side, is put lower than what it is sure^to be when realised ; and in this 
way we have budgeted for a surplus of 5 crores. It must be possible to 
realise more money from other departments, and when they are driven to 
the necessity of it, the Executive must imake it possible to find out some 
three crores more of surplus and they will be able to do it. On the other 
hand, if we now give them the full amount of money on the salt-tax tha.t 
they want, they will be easily led to be lavish and they will not practise 
that strict economy which would enable us to have a larger surplus. 
Therefore I strongly feel that, taking the whole Budget together, it must 
be possible to find a large enough surplus to remit at least one half of the 
salt-tax, which is really what is proposed. And on one more point I will 
just say a word before I sit down. It is very essential that we should iU’ 
this transitional stage set up precedents and conventions of constitutionaF 
piogress of the right kind, and I do strongly feel that it is not verv proper 
op the part of the Council of State to cokne and interfere in financial matters 
relating fp taxation in a way so as to upset the decision of this House. 
It is iar more necessary for future generations of India that the power to 
im^pose tajces sjnovld be more j«id nu>re vested in this House and not in 
apy olher idtopse thap to dig wells from which rpen may di^w water. There- 
fore, Sir, when this is the more important qiiestfop the ouestfon 
' of est^Kshing a right ’precedent and right constitutional prin- 
ciples, the . .ipinpr fli|estipn of a fe^. njejire Jtakhs ip any one prbvincf wilt 
have to be i|pored. Not I 3(B mrt Hhmt any nieaMS. 
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-Not that I do not want provincial contributions remitted to Madras by 
•Spy means. I am not the Finance Member; but if any one of us were 
the Finance Member we should certainly lay up enou^ money to remit 
^he provincial contributions and at the same tikne to reduce the salt tax. 
As I say, you do not give us the chance to do it. We could do it, but 
we have not the opportunity of doing it ; and I will therefore appeal to the 
Honourable the Finance Member to make it possible for him to leave his 
name in golden letters on the annals of this kind, by remitting the pro- 
vincial tsontributions and also by reducing the salt tax. And this, Sir, 
is the thing which weighs with me — ^that the salt tax reduction goes to 
every man in the country, while the remission of provincial contributions, 
even the opening of schools and the laying of good roads and all those 
things, do not benefit every man. On that principle we ought to utilise the 
surplus for that purpose which will bring benefit to every man in the country 
and not only to certain classes of people. On that principle the reduction 
of the salt tax appeals to me very much more forcibly than even the remis- 
sion of provincial contributions, then enabling the Ministers to get a few 
more lakhs for the opening of a few schools or the digging of a few more 
wells. The largest good of the largest number was the maxim I was 
taught in the old days; and I hope Honourable Meimbers will not forget 
the old maxim when they come to these legislative bodies On that score 
I hope, both on the merits* and on the question of principle, they will re- 
affirm the decision they gave the other day. I-iet it not be said that they 
were practically misled to do the wrong thing by the very plausible argu- 
ments adduced bv the official Benches and unfortunately by certain non- 
officials who probably find it the best thing to support the official view. 
With these few words. Sir, I strongly oppose the motion brought forward 
by the Honourable the Finance Member and beg of evepr Member, every 
non-official Member, to see that out of this surplus this year somethii^ 
goes to every man who lives in this country so that he may say that this 
is the first thing the new Assemblv has done, something from which he 
derives some little benefit In the name therefore of the millions on whose 
behalf I speak — and T claim to have more authoritv to speak for them than 
mv Honourable friend the Eevd. Dr. Macphail— in the ^ name of the 
millions I appeal to nfiy fellow-members here to join in opposing the motion 
brought forward by the Honourable the Finance Member. 


sKhan Bahadur Mian Abdul Aiix (Punjab: Nominated Official): Sir, 
I do not know if it redounds to the credit of this House to belittle what 
has been done elsewhere; nor do I know if any Members of this House 
are really serious in the desire to throw mud at others; but I do believe 
that all of us here are anxious to appreciate at its full worth the view 
of the man in the village. The view of the man in the village, as I know 
it in the Punjab, is simply this, that we can afford to buy salt at the 
rate at which we are buying it now but if possible our abiana, which is 
technically known as the occupier’s rate,, might be a little less^ becan^e^ 
that was iraised to meet the extortion known ^ the provinqial coi^trij^u** 
tions. You have heard from the representatives of all the oth^r pXO* 
Vinces about these provincial contributions^ I have never said anyilmii|f; 
but the v^hole surplus belongs to the Punjab and not to anybody elsei 
^nd we should have had it. So all we beg^of this H6use is that fax 
l^^jab we have a Very lar^e sch^e pi^gressive ^^velopment; dp 
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one hand, and anther well thought out plan for development in other 
directions and the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture has already t6 a 
certain extent given out the details of that. Tie whole of that scheme 
will be absolutely ruined if the provincial contribution is not abolished 
altogether. That is one point. 

The second point is this. I assure this House of this' fact— I do not 
want to say that anybody in this House is not entitled to take a contrary 
view — ^that in sixteen winters spent continuously in the field in more 
than 4,000 villages, where all sorts of subjects were discussed, that not 
once did any villager, rich or poor, ever speak to me about the price 
of salt. People certainly objected to the price of cloth, to the high 
prices of grain and gram; they certainly objected to the increase in rail- 
way fares; but I assure you that not even once was the subject of salt 
mentioned as being high in price .... 

Mr. Jamnadas M« Mehta. Because you are an official. 

Khan Bahadur Mian Abdul Aziz: Sir, they have taken a leaf oift of 
Mr. Jamnadas* book and even in villages we hear unpleasant things. 

The only other argument advanced was that because the Council 
of State has interfered therefore we should certainly say “No" Most 
respectfully I beg to say that merely to spite the Council of State we 
should not cut off our own nose. That is a kind of playfulness to which 
I hope every Member here objects. With these words I support the 
paotion. 

Baja Ohazanfar Ali Khan: Sir, fortxmately, I am one of those people 
who were not present on the last occasion, and so am not committed to 
either Es. 1-4-0 or 10 annas. I listened with great attention to the 
speech of the Honourable the Finance Member and with still greater 
attention to the speech of the Honourable Pandit Motilal Nehru, who 
rightly commands the highest respect of every Member of this House. 

I look at this question merely from this point of view: is it possible for 
the Honourable the Finance Member to remit the provincial contributions 
as well »s^to get the salt duty reduced to ten annas? (Cries of 
“Certainly.**) and I think the strongest argument which the opposi^on 
could have used was to prove and establish definitely, by facts and figures, 
how it was possible for the Finance Member to remit provincial contri- 
butions even at the reduced rate of ten annas duty on salt. I- am very 
sorry^ to find that so far not a single practical argument haa fallen from 
the lips of any Member of the opposition to establish or prove- that it is 
really possible for the Finance Member to do both. I heard some senti- 
mental -appeals naade to the Finance Member, that his name will be written 
in golden letters if he could do that. But that alone is not quite sufficient 
unless this thing is proveH by real facts and figures. Obviously it is. 
very difficult to believe that it is possible for the Finance ’ Member to 
have both these things done at the same time. If that is so. Sir, if the 
Honourable the Finance .%4ember has got some hidden surplus in the 
Budget, I do not know whether he has got it or not. because I am not a 
financial expert— Mr. Jamn^^da# Mehta Imows it better — ^but if he has got 
that, I would strongly appealfjjo him that after we pass Es. 1-4-0, which 
I am sure we will do to-day, he phould still find his wny to reduce the aajt 
duty to ten azmas, because, after all. he knows that the general feeling 
of this House is that the salt duty should be reduced to ten annas. 
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It is really very unpleasant for any non-oflBoial Member to vote against 
the reduction of any sort of taxation ; and if I propose now to vote against 
this reduction, it is because I feel that I shall be voting, by doi^ that\, 
for the reduction of another taxation. As v/bs remarked by my !l£)nour- 
able friend. Khan Bahadur Mian Abdul Aziz, with whom I generally do 
not agree, the water rate was increased in the Punjab and this hardship' 
is very much felt by all the zamindars in the Province. 1 want thla 
mcrease in the water rate to be immediately abolished, and I trust that 
the Punjab Government will find its way to reduce this tax when they 
get the remission, because last year when they got about 28 lakhs on 
account of remission of provincial contributions, they reduced the water 
rates by 9 lakhs and also the registration fees by 7 lakhs. I know only 
about the 16 lakhs which they spent last year, and I do not know how 
they spent the other 12 lakhs. This time, I submit my friends from the 
Punjab are going to vote for Rs. 1-4-0 on the definite understanding thafr 
all this money which will go to the Punjab Government will either be 
spent for a reduction in taxation in water rates, or other such taxes levied 
on the poor zamindars, or on some constructive programme. I know 
during the last budget discussion in the Punjab Council they had about 
6 or 7 proposals before them. A cut was proposed by some of the Members 
there for want of compulsory primary education. I would certainly be 
very glad if this money could be spent on compulsory primary educaticm 
which everybody would welcome in the province. 

Now, with regard to the arguments advanced by the Honourable 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, he mentioned only two things; one was about the 
grievances. I entirely agree, Sir with all that he said, but I am doubtful 
whether this was the proper occasion to raise this question that we should 
throw out the Es. 1-4-0 rate on account of certain grievances. Thef 
second thing which Pandit ji said was with regard to the Council of State. 

I am in entire agreement with him, that whatever comes from the Comoil 
of State should be looked upon with suspicion, and I certainly do*not 
trust what the Council of State Members do on many occasions. During 
the last five years at least, I know, that it was only twice that I felt 
obliged to them — one was in 1925 when they restored the salt duty from 
0-10-0 to Es. 1-4-0, and again this year in 1927 they have done the same 
thing and given us an opportunity of seeing that the provincial contri- 
butions are remitted. (An Honourable Member: "They are true to their 
salt.") Anyhow, of all the argiiments advanced on this side of the 
House, there is only one argument, which requirejj serious consideration, 
and it is this. On money matters it seems to me. Sir. that we should 
establish a convention that the interference of the Council of State will 
not be tolerated. I entirely agree with that suggestion, and if I could 
vote for this principle at a smaller saorifice, T should certainly vote for 
it, but I think that the sacrifice which we gre ucjfw required to make on 
this particular occasion is too much. Therefore, I would request allv 
those Members, specially my friends from Punjab, who want to .fee ^ 
water rate reduced, who want to see an expapmon in compulsory primw 
education, who want to give medical relief to jjho poor villagers, to%>^, 
for ]B^. 1-4-0, and, as the Honourable tflfe pnapoe Member stated, 
would be the last occasion when we w^d be con%)nted wHib 
dilemma. I have got a complaint against the Finance Member, 
during the last three years a sort of undue advairta^e^ haa alUra^ 
taken of these provincial contributions. Whenever the quest^nr oi 
reduction of the salt duty came up, or whenever any question for the 
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Tp4^uction of any other tax came up, the bogey of provincial oontribu- 
iilpns was trotted out, and this is the chief reason why I am going to vote 
for Bs. 1-4-Q, because 1 think that by our voting for Bs. 1*4-0 on this 
occasion we shall for ever get rid of the argument of the Finance Member 
about the provincial contributions. Sir, I will conclude by quoting a 
small pass^e from the speech of the Honourable the Bevenue Member 
of the Punjab Government made when discussing this water-rate in<»rease 
and the use of surplus money: 

' * I expected the Members to say : * You have only 50 lakhs or a crore of surplus, 
our needs are much greater. We want you to push agricultural advancement, we want 
you to push educational advancement, we want you further to strengthen the excise 
staff of the province so as to detect illicit distillation and to improve the morals of 
the people, we want you to bring medical relief to the door of the poor, we want you 
to take steps to save the lives of lakhs of poor infants who die because they are not 
properly looked after.** 

If this amount will be spent by the Punjab Government in this spirit ai^d 
on such methods, I certainly vote for it. 

f 

Maulvl Muhammad Yakub (Bohilkund and Kumaon Divisions * Muham- 
madw Bural) : Sir, like my friend Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan, I am also one 
of those fortunate or unfortunate Members of the House who were absent 
when this question was taken up on the former occasion and therefore, 
in order to avoid being misundertood, I was anxious to get an opp^^rtunity 
to say a few words on the question. Sir, I am very glad that the esteemed 
leader of the Swaraj Party this morning recognised the representative 
character of this House, which one of his ardent followers, my friend the 
Honourable Mr. Banga Iyer, denied us the other day. But, Sir, I really 
regret very much that a highly-cultured gentleman like the Honourable 
the Leader of the Swaraj Party should impute motives and attack the 
sincerity of the other House who were not present here to defend 
themliielves. Certainly, Sir, it is not right, and I do not agree with my 
friend Baja Ghanzanfar Ali Khan also when he says that every measure 
that comes from the Upper House should be looked upon by us with 
'Suspicion. Certainly, Sir, in the Upper House there are some gentlemen 
who may be called the fathers of the constitutional agitation in India. 

Mr. 0. Dnr^iswamy Aiyangar: May I know what is meant by the Upper 
House? 

Maulvl Muhammad Yakub: Well, probably you know what I mean; I 
n^ean the Council of State. 

Mr. 0. Duraiawamy Iyengar: That is the other House. 

Maulvl Muhammad There are certain gentlemen. Sir, in that 

House who started the wdtk for getting constitutional reforins for India 
before tke time when many q/t the Honourable Members in this House were 
hom^Hiey were the gentl^en who started making the road towards 
Swanq when it was all une^ and stony, and now it is n6t right tor us 
whei we haire got a clea# rdST to run to condemn those who have facili- 
iated the way tot us. , , 

Mr. Ohamaa> Irfdl: Name them. 

1^. 0. lliuraifi^ A^engifr: How many? 
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Mftulvl Muhammad Takub: It may be one, or, two 9 r or lour, 
that id not the question. In any cade, Sir, leadets tiotr do 
in those daj^s. And whatever may be the case, certainly it is ' not right 
that we should condemn a portion of our own community, a portion of our 
own people and say we look upon what they say with suspicion. How caxt We 
say we are capable of governing our own affairs, we are fit for Swaraj in 
the country? If we ourselves say that certain members of our own com- 
munity Work against their own conscience, this is certainly not right. 

Now, Sir, coming to the question of the salt duty, I entirely agree that 
on principle salt is a commodity which should not be taxed. But at pre- 
sent the question is not whether it ought to be taxed or not. We are 
not taxing salt for the first time. Sir. There has been a duty on salt for 
many years. The only question is whether the duty which was put on salt 
some years ago should be retained or not. On this question, Sir, I may 
tell you very frankly that I find myself between two evils, the evil of the 
salt tax and the e'^ of the provincial contributions, and I have got to 
choose the lesser evil. Now, Sir, let us examine which of the two is the 
lesser evil. I do not say that I question those Honourable Members of 
the House who say that the Finance Member can find other means to reduce 
the provincial contributions, but. Sir, placed as we are in the present 
eircumstanoes, we have not got the power to coerce the Finance Member 
to-day according to our wishes and therefore, unless we get more power 
and more control of the purse, we have got to put up with the circum- 
stances in which we are placed. Now, the fact remains that the Honour- 
:able the Finance Member has clearly said to-day, and even on the first 
day when this question came up for debate, that he will not be able to 
reduce or abolish the provincial contributions if the salt duty is reduced 
to 10 annas. That fact remains as it is. We have therefore to choose 
between the old duty on salt and the reduction of financial contributions. 
Let us see which of them is more to the benefit of the people of this 
country. I cannot claim to know the conditions about the other provinces, 
but what are the conditions in my own province? In the villages we nave 
not got sufficient wells to give even pure watery which is more neoessazy 
than even salt for the poor villager. During the rainy seswon malaria is 
intolerable in these villages and himdreds and thousands of poor people 
die because they cannot get even pure water to drink. Then, Sir, there 
is the horrible rate of infant mortality. We know that the rate of infant 
mortality in India is appalling and we have got no institutions for baby 
Welfare in the country. We know. Sir, that there are no inBtituti6n8 to 
produce a sufficient number of midwives for the poor ladies of this country 
and hundreds and thousands of poor ladies in the villages die for want of 
having good midwives and sufficient aid. Now, leavings aside oomptilsory 
primary education, good roads and good bridges, the very fact that :^oU 
cannot get pure drinldng water, that you oapnot impiove the condition of 
your families, that you cannot do anything for J^lle welfare of the infianis 
and for the decrease of infant mortality is sufficient to 'establish thaf th% 
reduction of provincial contributions is mdre M^ossary than the roduSttoh 
of the salt duty. - * 

Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer dtohilkund and ISA&Ma' Divisions: KmI Muhazttw 
madan Bural): Where is the guarantee thWsthe provinetal ooiirtrfb^iriiailiS 
that are remitted will go to the relief of th|f ]|;K)or? 

An HonoMRBbto MM Om: WiU it be given 
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tCaulvi Muhammad Yakub: That is the point which I made plain in the 
House on the last occasion and I want to make it cleair on this occasion. 

I urge upon the Honourable the Finance Member with all the strength that 
I can command that he would urge upon the Provincial Governments that 
the bulk of the reductions of th^ provincial contributions will go for the 
improvement of nation-building departments in the provinces and it is on 
this veiw clear understanding, Sir, that we want to substitute (Mr. Chaman 
Lall: ‘ Where is the understanding?") the tax by the reduction of pro- 
vincial contributions. 

An Honourable Member: Does the Finance Member give any 
guarantee? 

Pandit Nilakantha Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Ask the 
Honourable Member to earmark this money for the relief of the poor. 

Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member wish to give way? ^ 

Maulvl Muhammad Yakub: I will not give way to any Honourable 
gentleman who wants to interrupt me. 

Mr. M. Keane (United Provinces: Nominated OfficiaJ): If the Hon- 
ourable Meinber will give way for a moment I can answer that point. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is not prepared to give way 
to any Member. 

Maulvl Muha m mad Yakub: From the way in which the Ministers, at 
least in my province, have told me to try and get a reduction of provincial 
contributions emd the anxiety they have shown in the matter of these con- 
tributions, I feel very satisfied that the Ministers of my province will try 
their best to spend the bulk of the money which will be saved by the 
remission of the contributions upon the nation-building departments. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru They have absolutely no power. 

Maulvl Muhammad Yakub : They have power to spend the money which 
is allotted to their department in any way they like more than we in this 
House have got. In fact, the provincial Councils have got more power 
to do good to the people of the country than we have in the Legislative 
Assembly, because we have got no transferred subjects and nearly all the 
nation-building departments belong to the transferred subjects. We would 
be helping the transferred departments if we were to see that provincial 
contributions are abolished or reduced. We would be enabling the Ministers 
in the provinoea to do wha* they like. In fact, the Ministers say, "You 
condemn us. You condemn; diarchy, but you do not give us sufficient 
money to carry out our teheinea." IJiey^say, "We want to introduce so 
many schemes for the wel|||re^ of ^th^e |>eople, for the villagers and for the 
po(» people, but we ha;rt' hot got the money to carry out those schemes, 
ancRinless the provincili coirtributions are abolished we do not know whe- 
ther we shall be able to cafrry out those schemes." So it is necessary that 
we should at leiast give a trial to our Ministers, to our representatives in 
the provinces, to whom we are very anxious to, give provincial autonomy. 
The first step towards the reforms we want is the grant of provincial 
autonomy, and unless we can prove iliat the Ministom in the Ptovinces 
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Iiav6 succeeded, how can we claim provincial autonomy for the country? 
We cannot say that our Ministers have been a success unless we give them 
sufi&cient money to introduce and carry out schemes for the benefit of the 
people. So, the only question is : which will be more beneficial to the 
country, a reduction of the salt duty to ten annas a maund or the develop- 
ment of the nation-building departments? It is quite clear that the saving 
on account of a reduction in the salt duty will be so insignificant that it 
will not in any way improve the financial condition of the poor villagers of 
the country for whom we are pleading. On the other hand, if the pro- 
vincial contributions are abolished and if the money is spent on nation- 
building departments, for instance, good wells, hospitals or what are called 
travelling dispensaries, — we have got centres for the upkeep of babies, and 
such other nation-building departments — think that the ‘ poor villager 
would like that much more than a reduction of the salt duty. I think 
my Honourable friend — will not call him a friend, he is my elder, he is 
my father's friend, and I look upon him as my elder — ^Pandit Motilal Nehru 
said that Government insist upon having a pound of flesh from the poor 
man {An Honourable Member: “ Half a pound.") or even half a pound 
of flesh. Let us admit for the sake of argument that the salt tax is half a 
pound of flesh. Will not a man sacrifice half a pound of his flesh for the 
upkeep of his soul? After all, the soul is more valuable than a pound of 
flesh and the departments which we want to institute as a^result of the 
reduction of the provincial contributions give benefit to our soul. For 
instance, primary education and other nation-building activities {An Hon- 
ourable Member: "The benefit is after death.") , . . • ^ 

(At this stage several Honourable Members interrupted the speaker.) 

Mr. President: Order, order. Maulvi Muhammad Yakub. 

Maulvi Muhammad Takub: There is one thing more to which I should 
like to refer and that is about the changing of one's opinion. The Leader 
of the Swaraj Party said that Honourable Members should not change 
their opinion on this occasion. I would only remind him of what he ia 
reported to have said on one occasion, that consistency in politics is the 
virtue of asses. There was a time when the Honourable Pandit believed 
that it was no good going into the Councils. He did not come to the 
Council. He did not allow others to come to the Councils but after n 
few years' time he changed his views. He is now a believer in coming inta 
the Coimcils. If you change your, view for good reasons, if you are satis- 
fied that the opinion which you held first was wrong, it is a virtue to 
admit your faults and change your view and there is no harm in it. For 
these reasons I support the proposal put forward b.V the Honourable ther 
Finance Member. 

The fiouse then adjourned for LuneS* IfBL^Twentv-Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunehi|?||i^1|^enty-Five Minullb to 
Three of the Clock, Mr. President in the 

Mr. E. 0. Veogy (Bacca Division: Non-Muhammadgn Bural): 
would have, assiured my Honourable friend Mr. Yakub, l^ad he 
now, that I had no^' intention to indulge In an^ fling at the^ other 
because if we have deliberately taken a decision it is quite up to to 
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stick to it. If we fail to endorse the decision that we took on the last; 
occasion, certainly that will be due to our own remissness. In this Tiew» 
1 do not also quite like the note of pessimism m the speech of my Honour- 
able friend Pandit Motilal Nehru. Sir, I do oot find here to-day some d 
the Honourable gentlemen who described themselves as friends of the 
poor not very many days ago. When we were considering the two rival 
ratios in connection , with the Currency Bill, claims were put forward 
by advocates of both ratios on behalf of the poor man, and 1 really miss 
some of those Honourable Members who said that by adopting the lower 
ratio we would be helping the poor to the extent of 12^ per cent, which 
they would gain On the price of their produce. Sir, whatever the merits 
of either ratio might be, the facts on which those claims v\ere based were 
at best speculative. But, Sir, in the present instance we can definitely 
t^ay that by reducing the salt duty by 50 per cent, we will be reducing the 
price of salt by exactly 12 J per cent., a reduction which would be felt fr )m 
to-morrow in every village and by every consumer of salt. It is therefore 
very much to be regretted that those Honourable gentlemen who described 
themselves as friends of the poor are away from the floor of this House 
on the present occasion. I do not propose to say anything more on this 
point. I wiljd at once come to Sir Basil Blackett’s threat to Bengal that 
if we were to pass the reduced rate, Bengal’s contribution would have to 
be revived with effect from the next year. I never thought Sir Basil 
Blackett was suffering from so short a memory. I want to remind him of 
the circumstances in* which the remission of Bengal’s contribution was 
effected. It was effected in pursuance of the Re^plution brought forward 
by the Government in the autumn of 1921, in pursuance of the very definite 
recommendation made by the Joint Parliamentary Committee to the Gov- 
ernment of India. That was a year in which the Government of India 
itself was faced with a very heavy deficit, and yet my Honourable friend’s 
predecessor did not hesitate to bring forward a proposal for relieving Bengal 
altogether of the contribution of 63 lakhs a year. It is a pity, Sir, ihat 
ihe remission was not made permanent on that occasion. Perhaps it was 
due to the fact that the Government of India’s finances were in such an 
unsatisfactory position at that time that any remission for more than three 
years was rather beyond the range of practical politics in the year 1921. 
Again, when ft fell to the lot of my Honourable friend the Finance Member 
to bring forward another proposal to continue that remission, he pointed 
out in very clear terms the difference between the conditions of the other 
provinces and of Bengal. I hqve jiO' intention of giving any long extracts 
on this occasion fr^m the speecba^ of the Honourable Member, but I am 
sure he will not de^ that hAJ^j^ed that Bengal’s case stood on quite a 
different footing frorf^^jhlbt gf^ provinces, and that the main justi- 

fication {Or the rbfitiBsiofi jpBi^ilgars contribution was to be found in that 
recommendation of' the J^t 'Parliamentary Committee. And now, after 
the Government t^f produced several balanced and surplus 

Budgets in succei^^; Hong and gives this threat to Bengal, 

that# unless y6ttr itop m enhanced taxation, we are going to take 

off the remission {ffp^jKowhuraHe Sir Basil Blackett: ^ere Is no 
question of enhanc^ taxation.’’) Well, enhanced ” in so far aa we are 
concerned. I ^6|^6t sbippose tpy Ptonourable friend wo^ld dispute that 
tiroi^osition. So far as this House is pOncemed, it h^ Hs ^eolsbp^ 
itir delibex^te decisibn, alid iio ag!i^e t5 tht higher rate now he .enhanced 
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taxation so far as t^e are concerned. Sir, it is not fair, tlidlretore, I say for 
tUe Honourable Member to come forward with that threat. ^1 do not kn^ 
whiether I need read out to him once again the recommendation ^ the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee. Sir, if I had no necessity for doing it fdr hia 
benefit, I would have had to do it for the benefit of my Honourable friohd, 
Dr. Mocphail, whom 1 am sorry not to find in his seat just now. Sir, ^ 
would not have taken up the task of instructing a veteran teacher like tho 
reverend Doctor, but, Sir, when he says that Bengal must not be allowed 
to be a charity province, when he says that Bengal must revise her perma- 
nent settlement, I am very much afraid that he has got to take his instruc*^ 
tion even from a man like myself. Sir, the Joint Parliamentary Com- 
mittee made the following observations in their Beport. They said; 

“ They desire to add their recognition of the peculiar financial difiiculties of th^ 
Presidency of Bengal, which they accordingly commend to the special consideration 
of the Government of India.*' 

Sir, upon that, the Honourable Sir Malcolm Hailey said in 1921 : 

** Bengal has behind it in making a claim for assistance an arjpiment which no 
other province can put forward, namely, the specific reoommendaton of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee. Bengal now demands that we should implement that recom- 
mendation Nor 18 it for this Government, nor indeed, Sir, for this House, whic^ 
owes Its statutory existence to that Committee, to disre^d this claim.** 

{The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: “ Hear, hear.") Then, ^ain, I will 
refer to another pomt. 1 am rather anxious about tl^ soul of the Honour- 
able the Finance Member, which as my Honourable friend, Mr. Yakub, 
remarked, has got to be saved even at the expense of half a pound of flesh. 
Sir, I am rather anxious about my Honourable friend the Finance Member’a 
soul because 1 find him aeUberateiy going back upon the position taken up 
by the Grovemment of Inaia m the past with regard to Bengal. About 
two yem back I brought forward a motion in the course of which I drew 
the attention of the Government to the defective working of Devolution 
Buie 15 under which, as is admitted even by the Honours^le the Finance 
Member, it was expected that the Governments of Bombay and Bengal 
would get some share of the income-tax revenue. On that occasion the^ 
Honourable the Finance Member admitted that the Devolution Buie had 
failed of its purpose, that the Devolution Buie 15, which was intended for 
the benefit of the two industrial Provinces, was not benefiting them at all, 
and that contrary to all expectations, it was yielding some more benefit ta 
the other provinces which had already gained under the new financiid 
arrangements. Sir, on that occasion, my Honourable friend gave this 
House an assurance that he would go this question and find some sdu- 
tion that will be satisfactory to these provfiices. 

Ae H<moiirable Sir Basil Blackett jpi^md to look into the 

matter as soon as the provincial contributft^ 

llr. i:. 0. Beogy: I am very glad W JbS&n<:^ friei^ ^ves 
me that assurance But what do we f(pd ftTeeoh of this 

Sp far as the case of Bombay is conoefal%M 

remission of provincial contribution, undei: of ledwbion 

as laid down in the Devolution Buies, BomBp^ma a special claim &ti 
the assistance of the Government of Ihdia, oecausi ||^)i^Iution 
had heen woilrhig in the manner enepted. Butrin tte caiie M 
the Ilbilourabiel Mentor fhp has ah^ad? ^ x^lief.^ Bintf 

got the remission of her c x mtribTO o n item we ini, 
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defective working of Peyolu^ion Buie 15 had BOt bew brought to tho 
Attention of the Finance Member in that year. When I znoved that 
xn<^tion in 1925, the Finance Member had the candour to admit that that 
was the first tiihe when his attention was drawn to the defective working 
of the rule. And now the Finance Member comes forward and says that 
Benged has had her remission already and cannot look forward to any 
assistance on account of the defective working of the Devolution Buie. I 
am surprised that my friend can take up such an attitude. Then again 
we come to the case of the abolition of the stamp duty on cheques; there 
again he said that only twp provinces were going to be materially affected, 
Bengal and Bombay; but Bengal had no claim to be compensated for loss 
of revenue. I must ask my Honourable friend once again why was it, 
and on what considerations was it that the remission of Benged’s contri- 
bution was decided upon in 1921; was it on account of the defective 
^eorking of Devolution Buie 15? Could any one anticipate the defective 
working of that Devolution Buie when we were just beginning to work 
the new constitution? And now the Honourable the Finance Member sajfs 
that Bengal has no claim to compensation. Sir, we eocpect a better 
standard of justice and fairness even from Finance Members. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: If the Honourable Member will 
vote for the fhereased tax he will get all he wants. 

Mr. K. 0. M'e<^: ‘What I intend to point out is that Bengars claim 
for remission of contribution, her claim for a share of the income-tax 
revenue, her claim for a share of the customs duty on jute, stands on a 
higher footing, and you have got to do something for Bengal in these direc- 
tions, whether your salt duty remain at 10 annfaji or Bs. 1-4. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: All ths^t has been said has to be 
reconsidered in the light of the position created by the Assembly. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Subject to the recommendation of the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Committee quoted by me. I do not suppose my Honourable 
friend has the authority to go behind that recommendation. 


Sir George Paddison was talking of new schools, new roads, new hospi- 
tals, new wells, which the Ministry m Madras propose to bring about if 
this remission is made. Then again I heard the Punjab ofl6oial representa- 
tive talking of development schemes in different directions. Does my 
Honourable friend care to know what the present financial ptsition of 
Bengal is? In spite of this remission of 63 lakhs, Bengal is unable to 
balance her budget. 


The Honourable Sir Blackett: Is that not all the more reason ifor 
not obstructing the remiiftipn Of‘ieip contribution next year? 


lb. K. 0. NcogJK It 'thiMIBQore reason for considering Bengcd’s 
case quite apart fro'ii) the jcqdmi^n of 'the salt duty. 

Th| Bonouia||e.|rt^j#^ckelt: The Honourable Member has to 
take we finance of thjyS|M^ient of Bengal into consideration. 

lb. X. 0. Xeogy:. pMsiflly. Under the new fedaratei system of 
finance, separation, of the financial burden as between the proviilces 
the Central Exchequer been brou^t about in ajipmplete and rigid 
manner unexampled in we Instory of x^eral finance. 
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Tha BjOQOiu|d|^«Sir Baoil BlackaU: Why do apt the Honourable 
Memoirs help ;pe ^o.get rid of that situation? 

S. 0. Heo^: Exactly^ that is ‘what 1 want. What 1 intended 
to sa^ was that prior to the introduction of the new constitution the 
Government of J(ndia was solely responsible for; the financial welfare t of 
the provinpes and the Provincial Governments were no better and no 
more than the Government of India working in the Provinces, and it is 
not proper on the part of the Honourable the Finance Member now to 
deny aU at once bis responsibility for the financial position of the Pro- 
vinces. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I have asserted my responsibility 
and asked the House to recollect it in voting on this motion. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: 1 do hope the Honourable Member will remember 
the case of Bengal, which, as 1 say, stands on a different footing. 1 
was going to say, when I was interrupted by my Honourable friend, 
that thet financial position of Bengal as it appears to-day shows that 
her normal expenditure Exceeds her normal income by no less than 64} 
lakhs even in spite of the fact that she has not got to pay a, contribution 
of 63 lakhs a year. I do hope my Honourable friend will condescend 
to look into these figures, although Bengal is not represented by those 
stalwarts who represent Bombay’s interests in this House** Sir, we 
find too much of special pleading for Bombay in the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s bhdget speech. I think, Sir, at that time, on the 28th February^ 
when he made that speech, he had some hope that that would enable 
him to catch some votes on thi» ratio question; but now that the ratio 
is out of the way altogetben would he^ kindly condescend to bestow a 
little more attention on th4^miancial j^osition of Bengal? 

The Honourable Sir Bj^ ^Blackett: 1 do not wish to be continually 
interrupting the Honourame Mhmber but I would like to understand 
V/bat he means. How on earth is the Government of India to consider 
the financial position of Bengal or any other province if its revenue is 
taken away by the Central Legislature? 

Mr. E. 0. Neogy: Certainly you can, by making certain other read- 
justments, by reconsidering your policy about the sinking fund, your 
policy about the redemption of debt. Sir it is not the occasion just 
now to go into any details about that; but if my Honourable friend is 
really anxious to know a little more about these things, he might sit 
round a table along with some of us, and we shall be quite happy to 
tissist him with what little advice we can offer. But, Sir, I had no in- 
dention of making such a long speech, and I will conclude by say- 
ing that in spite of the threat of the Honourable Finance Member, 
1 do support the reduction that we made ^ox^he** fast occasion. 

*Mr. H. 'O. Oocke (Bombay : Europikn) : the invitation issued 

the last speaker for a round table confereM^|^llt<^*^diBcu88 the debt por- 
tion is not very alluring. We had such a, oot^rntf^ two ^ three yffirs 
ago and airrived at a certain scheme of debt which was gen^ 

erally accepted at that time, and I thih^ it wo^,De a great mistake to 
interfere with that now. That, however, is by the way. ' 

^Spseeldfiiot eorteeUd by ilft 
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Sir, 1 am very anxious to say, a few words in the intex^ests of Bombay 
on this subject, particularly as there are so many of xny Bombay :(penda 
who have melted away. Sir, after the division the other day when cer- 
tain Bombay Members came to know that they had defeated the Govern- 
ment narrowly, some of them were really alarmed as they had rather 
hoped that Government would ctory the day. I am quite sure that not 
only certain Bombay Members in this House, but Bombay generally is 
very anxious to see the Rs. 1-4-0 rate restored with a view to asking for fur- 
tiier remission of her provincial contribution. Sir, there are many reciScms 
for that. In the first place the necessity for hospitals and wells which 
has been referred to to-day is really no laughing matter. I do not pro- 
fess to know the districts inyself, but I have heeurd accounts during 
this Session of various important schemes which are required in pro- 
vinces which have been allowed to lapse in the course of the last two* 
or three years owing to the retrenchment policy which had been adopted. 
We have heard about the state of finances in Bengal; the state ^f finan- 
ces in Bombay is very much in the same position, and the remissidn of 
provincial contributions is a very urgent matter. 

Them is another important point to be remembered, as the Honour- 
able the finance Member pomted out. Unless the provincial contribu- 
tions are totally remitted, we shall not be able to get rid of the Jdeston 
Settlement which the House so imiformly, 1 think, is anxious to*' have 
superseded. That Settlement will remain an^ it will be liable to coma 
before us again in future years in the evcrjt^f financial embarrassment. 
Our anxiety in Bombay, and I think in ot|tw provinces, is to have the 
Meston Settlement reviewed so that wbm^^ ever, the provinces are 
called upon to contribute to the Central Jidvemment, it will not be on 
the basis of the Meston Settlement, but on a’^ oasis which is more in con- 
formity with the recent finances of the pro;iTOceB. 

Sir, as regards the practical effects of ihe salt tax, very little opposi- 
tion has been made to the Rs. 1-4-0 salt tax on that basis. But I 
should like to read to the House a paragraph from the Report of the 
Indian Taxation Enquiry Committee which no doubt Members have al- 
ready read. It is not a paragraph written by any of the members of the 
Committee, but it is written by a distinguished American writer. Profes- 
sor Jensen. This is what he says: 

** From ancient times salt has f Fluently been selected for special taxation. Almost 
every country has taxed it at one time or another. An alternative method of exacting 
revenue from ihe salt industry has been to make it a fiscal monopoly. Such has been 
the case in Japan, China, France, Austria and Italy. Elsewhere it is usually the object 
of a high excise dutj^ From every point of view salt is admirably adapted to be 
a tax-bMrer. It is universally used, nut the amount that is used by any one tax-payer 
is small’* 

Noit, Sir, that comes frckn an ind^ndent authority, and therefore from 
the point of view Of the practical, Meet of the salt tax which has so often 
Been opposed in this House, I xfunlt these few lines will rep^y study. 
{An HonwrahU Mejil^er: PlSasq read the furfher paragraphs/') -I 
do xioi pmte^ to dStti through Ha Committee ’sHsport and read every 
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jparagigiph which some Honourable Members of this loiilit like 

to do as they have uo doubt been supplied with copies of thif Import, 
they ate at full liberty to read it. 

The other day, Sir, I said that we had a good deal of sentiment ia 
this Houae in coilziection with the salt tax and the so-called Is. 4d. 
^natural ratio, and so on, and I feel, Sir, that we are having the same 
sentinxent displayed in a greater degree to-day; it would be very much 
better if we got down to more practical business. The Honour^le Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas turned on me for what I said on that occa- 
sion, and said that I did not know India and I had no sympathy for the 
poor mani and so on. Sir, I yield neither to Sir Purshotamdas nor to 
any Member of this House in my sympathy for the poor man of India* 

I do not piotess to know him so welf as possibly some Members of this 
House do, but if I thought that this 10 as. salt tax was going to give him 
any benefit, I would even go so far as to defer provincial contributions 
by all m^ns. When I first came to this House in March 1921; I knew 
\ery little about this subject or pditics at all. But I put a question to 
the Finance Member at that time on the result of the raising of the 
salt tax from Bs. 1-4-0 to Es. 2-8-0., I asked: 

Win Gavernment be pleased to state whether they have made any inoniriee ih 
various parts of the country as to the difference which the enhanced salt tax has made 
to the ^rking man’s expenses, and, if so, the result of those inquiries?” 

4 . 

The Finance Member in his reply said: 

^ 

” No specific or formal inquiry wu undertaken. But the Government took steps 
to watch the movements of retailAMkef throughout India week by week, and to gather 
all the information they could the enect of the increase in the price. The 

general tenor of the information nf^Ved was that the increase was practically unnoticed 
by the bulk of the population. As^^^sttd a year ago, during the bu(|g6t debates (that 
is, in 1923) the statistics show timt tHu average cost to the consumer of the increase in 
the tax from Rs. 1*4 to Rs. 2*8 oodld not exceed 3 annas per head, or less than a 
rupee per family per annum. Ju^^g by the average prices of retail salt during the 
past year, this was on the whole in over-estimate.” 

And we have been told this morning by a gentleman who is familiar 
Q with 4,000 villages of this country that he has never heard a com- 
plaint about the price of salt, but only complaints about the price 
cloth and grain, and so on. Therefore for all practical purposes there 
is no opposition to the Es, 1-4 salt duty. We may object to the prin- 
ciple of a salt tax at all, although as I pointed out an independent 
American writer does not share that view; but as regards the amount 
'ei duty there can be no possible objection to Bs. 1-4. If the increase 
Bs. 1-4 to Bs. 2-8 only makes a difference of a rupee per family 
per annum, then obviousily the difference between ten annas and Bs. 1-4 
makes a smaller difference per family per annum. I therefore appeal 
to this House not only on behalf of Bombay, but on> behalf of all prc^, 
Vinces, not to be led away by this ^peal which has been made this 
mcMming either on the constitutional basis or on" any^ other basis, but to 
face facts and accept this salt duty Bs. 1-4. * 

ID. HlUmaEl Ohundar CHnmdar Non-rMubammadan Urban)*! 

Sir, I do not want to make a SMSoli. ill that tti to give ^ 

stories for the Bevd. Macpoail'a fpojtqry. ttllw tiere tiso^siniito 
ing women, one of thlm old and paralytic, iust nmst to the woikhottin 
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and this was the conversation which passed Betwe^ the two. The- 
younger girl was a labourer herself of the weaver class, and though there 
may not be as much of economics in it as there was in Dr. Maophail’s 
story, I can assure you that there is Christianity in every ^ne of it. 

The old woman said : “ A never was a saving sort." 

The young woman said: “ There is nowt against thee for that, 
l^eer’s some as can ha careful o’ their brass an' some as can't. It's not 
a virtue, it's a gift. That's what my moother allays says." 

Then the old woman says : She's reecht an' all. We never 'ad the 
gift of savin’ my man and me. An' when Tom Ormerod took an' died 
thp club money as A drew all went on 'is funeral an’ 'is gravestone. A 
wam't going to 'ave it said as 'e wam't buried proper.” 

The girl said: " May be A'm young but A know 'ow 'tU. We works 
cruel 'ard in th' mill an' when us plays us plays as 'ard too. ^-An' small 
blame to us either. It's our own we're spendin.*’" 

That, Sir, is one story. The other is: when Mark Twain was once 
asked to speak on charity, he got up and simply said " Whosoever giveth 
imto the poor lendeth unto the Lord. Gentlemen, if you are satisfied with 
the security, invest your money." Sir, I did not expect the Honourable 
the Finance Member to be satisfied with this security; but I certainly 
should have expected the Eeverend the Vice-Chancellor of the Madras 
University to be satisfied with the security. 

(Several Honourable Members moved tb^t the question be put ) 

Ur. President: The question is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Blackett: I do not wish to speak at any 

great length. The question is before thd^House and I think that my friend 
Maulvi Muhammad Yakub put it quite clearly. The only question is, 
which of the two alternatives before the House is most for the benefit of 
the country. We have heard a good deal on both sides as to the effect 
of this tax on the poor man. I maintain, Sir, that when we have an 
opportunity of spending a sum of approximately three crores for the good 
of the nation-building departments, for primary education, sanitation and 
the bringing forward of those peojple in order to make them better citizens, 
we are doing more good for them than we are if we relieve them of sorne^ 
thing over one anna a year in taxation. Secondly, the choice is before 
House between the one and the other. There is^no good my friend liff. 
Acharya saying: " Oh, the Finance Member is such a brilliant Finance 
Member that he could bring another rabbit out of his hat." The question 
is perfectly simple and the final decision lies with this House. Do they 
want the provincial contributions reduced or do they want the salt tax re- 
duced this year? They bannot have both. The choice is absolutely before 
them. And it is not for this year cmly. Mr. Neogy, whose speech was the 
strongest speech in favour bLthe ipaintenance of the salt tax at Bs. 1/4 
that I have heard to-day, catne down with a complete non sequitur in 
favour of voting to ten annas. He pointed out that all the provinces, and 
in particular l^ng^il^had a greet claim on the *#^erximent of India to 
cpuBidbratibnlin vie^ of their financial difficulties. Sir, the Government 
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of India haa associated with it in considering this question the Central 
Legislature, and we ask the Central Legislature to join with us in' consider- 
ing the requirements of the provinces and not play fast and loose wi& our 
promises by depriving them of what they have every reason to expect, by 
a vote in favour of the reduction of a tax which — do not quite like 'using 
the word — ^which may be said to have been at the natural rate of Bs. 1/4. 
It was at Bs. 1/4 at the time when the reforms were brought into existence. 
It was raised specially to Es. 2/8 for the period of one year in order to 
help the Government of India in a period of deficit, but it was immediately 
reduced to its old natural rate of Es. 1/4, and, though we may all desire 
possibly to see the salt tax lowered, I claim that the time for reducing the 
rate below Es. 1/4 has not come until we have first dealt with the provin-. 
cial contributions. If I were a superstitious person, 1/4 has been so un- 
lucky this Session that I should feel some doubt as to the result. There-i 
fore, I make one special appeal. Do help the Government and help the 
provinces to get rid of the provincial contributions this year and thereby 
start a new era as we hope next year when Finance Members will cease 
from worrying you with dilemmas and the provinces will be at rest. 


Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That the amendment made by^ the Council of State in the Bill to fix the duty 
on salt manufactured in, or import^ by land into, certain parts of British India, to 
fix maximum rates of postage under the Indian Post Office Act, 1898, further to 
amend the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, the Indian Stamp Act, 1899, and the Indian Paper 
Currency Act, 1923, and to fix rates of income-tax, oe taken into consideration.’* 

The Assembly divided: 


AYES— 52. 


Abdul Aziz, Khan Bahadur Mian. 

Abdul Qawum, Nawiih Sir Sahib^da. 
Akram Hussain Bahadur, Prifibe 
A. M. M. 

Allison, Mr. F. W. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. 

Ariff, Mr. Yacoob C. 

Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Nawahzada Sayid. 

Ayangar, Mr. V. K. Aravamudha. 
Ayyangar, Bao Bahadur Narasimba ^ 
Oopalaswami. 

Bhore, J. W. 

Blackett, The Honourable Sir Basil. 
Coatman, Mr. J. 

Cocke, Mr. H. Q. 

Dalai, Sir Bomanji. 

Donovan, Mr. J. T. 

Dunnett, Mr. J. M. 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Baja. 

Ghulam Kadir Khan Dakhan, Mr. 

W. M. P. 

Ghuznavi, Mr. A. H. 

Gidney, Lieut. -Colonel H. A*. J. 

Graham, Mr. L. 

Greenfield, Mr. H. C. 

Halgh, Bfr. P. B. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. ^ 

Hussain ‘ SEaE, ^ 

Lmesi -He HonovaWr. Sir Oharlesr 


Jowahir Singh, Sardar Bahadur 
Sardar. 

Kabul Singh Bahadur, Bisaldar-Major 
and Honorary Captain. 

Keane, Mr. M. 

Khin Maung, U. 

Lamb, Mr. W. S. 

Macphail, The Bevd. Dr. E. M. 
Mitra, The Honourable Sir Bhupendra 
Nath. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Muddiman, The Honourable Sir 
Alexander. 

Nasir-ud-din Ahmad, Ehan Bahadur. 
Paddison, Sir George. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bajah, Bao Bahadur M. 0. 

Bajan Bakhsh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Ban, Mr. H. Shankar. 

Roy, Mr. K. 0. 

.Boy, Sir Ganen. 

SEah Vawas^ Mian Mohammad. 

Singh, Bai Bahadur S. N. 

S^es. Mr. B. P. 

Tdnkinson. Mr. H. 

Willson, Sir Walter. 

Yakub, Maulfi Muhammad. 

Young, M^i. M. 
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Abdul La^f Sidieb IVookbl/ lii^. 
Abdul M»tm OhaKKtitury, MdulTi. 
AQbarjra<,li&« M. K. 

Aiy^ng^ 0. DurwswaiQy^ 

AryaAghT, iSr, K T. Bangrtwaoii. 
BUttrgava^ Pandit Thahur 
‘<||bamaa Lall, Mi^ 

<i^aqder, Nirmal Chunder. 
Da^ Mr. B. 

Daa, Pandit Nilakantha. 

Dnttv Mt. Amart Nath^ 

Butt^ Mr. 8rUh Chandra. 

^ Oalab Sin^, Sardar. 

^Haji, Hr. Barabbai Xemphand. 
Ismail Khan, Mr. 

Ijtogar, Mr. A. Bangaawami. 
Jpmab) Mr. Yarahagiri Venkata. 
Jo^i, Mr. N. 1^ 

Kartar Singfi, Sardar. 

Kelkar, Mr N. C. 

Kidwai, Mr. Rafi Ahmad. 

The motion was adopted* 


Kttdzra, Pandit Bkday Natlu 
Lahiri Chaudbnvy, Ilf. Dhiraadfn 
^^ta. 

Mehta^ Me, Jan^nadas l^. 

Miara, Mr. Dwai^ka Prasad. 

Muonje, Dr. B. S< 

Mukbta# SMght Mr, 

Mnrtua^^ Sabeb Bahadur, Mdulvi 
Sayyid. 

Naidn, m, B. P. 

Nehru, PandH MUtilal. 

Neogy, Mr. K. 0. 

Prakai^^, Mr. T. 

Haqga Iyer, Mr. 0. S. 

Rao^ Mr. G. Sarvotham. 

Roy, Mr. BHabendra Chandra. 
Sarlavaz Hussain Khan, Khan 
Bahadur. 

a , Mr. Gaya Prasad, 

, Mr. Narayan Prasad. 

Singh, Mr. Ram Narayan. 

Sinha, Mr. Ambika Prasad. 


Th§ Hioiioiaridl>la Sir BiflU BldclMlt: I move that the amendment made 
by the Council of State be concurred in. 

* Mr. JamnaddB M. Mehta: I riee to oppose this motion. I purposely 
delayed speaking on the motion for consideration; my Honourable friend, 
Baja Ghazanfar Ali Khan told us that if we Could get sufficient money 
both for the remission of the provincial contributions and for the reduction 
of the salt duty from Be. 1-4-0 to ten annas he would certainly vote for 
the reduction of the duty to ten annEw . . . 

Baja Ohaganfar Ali B3iaa: On a point of personal explanation. I did 
not say that. I said if there is money aivailable, then the duty on salt 
may be reduced to ten annas and the provincial contributions may also 
be remitted. 

Mr. Jamnadas H. Mehta: 1 quite agree. If there was money available 
he wishes that the provincial contributions should be remitted and the 
salt duty reduced to ten annas. I propose to show that the money is 
available and. is being purposely frittered away on an unnecessarily cau- 
tious policy of debt redemption, which if properly applied would reduce 
our debt in a very sound manner and yet give a substcmtial relief to the 
tax-payer. I want to ccmfine my observations only to this point and to 
show that there is a surpliis bigger than is necessary for the reduction of the 
salt tax by ten annas and the remission of provincial ccmtribntions. The 
Finance Member said that if the salt duty was reduced to ten annas there 
would be a deficit of 141 lakhs in the matter of the reduction of provincial 
contributions this year and that in the next year perhaps the deficit would 
be larger. Confining my observations to this year I shall prove that we 
have more than a ctore and 41 lakhs if we will only tupsi our eyes to the 
sum of Bs. 6 crams and odd provided for debt redemption as will h!e been 
from the Budget 

Tbs' 8# Jla4l Blacki^: On a point'^ tHbder. The pfovi-* 

slon for debt redemption has been passed by tma QSMise. X WOtdd ttffiinit' 
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to you, Sir, th^^t the question qf re-opening it is not gennsoe now and that 
It IB a repetllaon of exactly the same argument that wfe have had before. 
I submit to you, Sir, that the Honourable Member is not in orfer in going 
into detail about debt redemption which has already been passed by this 
House. 

Mr. President: It is true that the provision for debt redemption Has 
been passed by the House. It means that the House has permitted ilie 
expenditure of the amount sanctioned. It docs not mean that the Govern- 
ment are bound to spend that money and it is open to the Honourfible 
Member to point out that Government need not do so in deference to the 
opinion of the House to reduce the salt duty. I would like however to 
point out to the Honourable Member that the principle of this particular 
amendment has been first accepted by the House and the Honourable 
Member is now asking the House to go back on that principle. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta*: I submit that the principle has been accept* 
ed under the misapprehension, if I may so put it, that there is no money 
available. The House .... 

Mr. President: I do not see how the Honourable Member can ask the 
House to go back on the principle which it has just accepted. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta : If you ta^ the view that I am not in order^ 
1 shall not persist. I submit that what the House has accepted is that 
there is a case for reconsideration but it is still open to the House 
to decide that as money is available the reduction ought, on reconsidera- 
tion, to be confirmed. 

Mr. President: That was quite germane at the consideration stage. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: I submit that the House has certainly not 
accepted the restoration of Us. 1-4-0. All that the House has agreed to 
is to reconsider its previous decision. At present we have simply agreed 
to consider the amendment made by the Council of State, and I want to 
show to the House that in considering that amendment we are not obliged 
on financial grounds to accept Ee. 1-4-0. That is my siiTbmission. 

Mr. President: The House has accepted the principle that the duty 
should not be ten annas but something more. The House has reversed 
its previous decision that the salt tax be reduced to ten annas. The next 
question is whether it should be 12 annas, or one rupee or Ee. 1-4-0. That 
IS open to discussion. The Honourable Member has not put down any 
such amendment; and that is his difficulty. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: If the House has accepted that, there will 
be no meeming in putting this motion. The House has certainly not ac* 
cepted the reiection of ten annas. The House has agreed to the recon- 
sideration of the matter. They have not agreed to Ee. 1-4-0. 

Mr. President: I do not say that the House has agreed to Ee. l-4-(J. 
The House has accepted this at any rate, that its previous decision re- 
quires reconsideration and that the duty should not be ten annas now. 

Mr. , Jamnadas M. Mehta: We are reconsidering it. 

Mr. President: I am afraid I cannot agree with the Honourable Memtr 

her. 

Mr. Jantmadas^ M. l{^ta:_Then do you rule me out of order, Sir . . • 



lAOISLAITyB . 




Mab. 1827 . 


. Itr. .Arwddmt,: I sure iblie. Honourable Member does not want me 
to. /give .a definite ruling on this point. If he, however, insists I shall 
.have no hesitation in doing so. 

♦Mr, T, Prakasaim (East Godavdri and West Godavari own Kistnar 
Non-Muh^madan Bural): We can bring forward new arguments in op- 
posing this measure; we have got a right to oppose it at this, final stage 
and my submission is that we can put forward new arguments or those that 
yre have put forward already, j 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member knows very well that Honour- 
able Members had an opportunity of putting forward their views against 
the amendment by the CouncH of State at the consideration stage. To 
raise the same debate over again at this stage is not a desirable thing. If 
Honourable Members, however, insist the Chair will not prevent them. 
But I would ask them to consider whether it is worthwhile doing so at 
xhis stage. I certainly think that the scheme which Mr. Jamnadas Mehta 
desires to propoimd can usefully form th6 subject matter of a separate 
Eesolution. * # 

Mr, T. Prakasam: If any argument requires supplementing we shall 
have to do that now. 

The Honourable Sir Basil Bla^ett: May I submit. Sir, that we have 
as a matter of fact fully exhausted xhis debate. There is no real possibility 
of anything except repetition at this stage. Therefore the only thing to 
do is to put the matter to the vote. 

Mr, T. Prakasam: I certainly protest against this. 

Mr, President: What does the Honourable Member protest against? 

Mr. T. Prakasam : Against the Honourable Member's request to put 
it to the vote. 


Mr. President: Just as the Honourable Member has the right to state 
that it should not be put to the vote now/ so the Honourable the Finance 
Member has the right to ask that it should be put to the vote. 

Mr. Ohaman Lall: We are now at the second stage, and I think that 
under the circumstances those Members who were unable to catch the 
President's eye at the first stage have every right now to express their 
views. 

Mr, President: The Honourable Member knows the House has passed 
the closure. 

Mr. Jamnadas M. Mehta: When the Chair ruled that although the 
House had passed the amount for debt redemption the Government were 
not obliged to spend the whole amount, then, Sir, the Chair really con- 
ceded that it was still open to this House to show to Government that, 
though we had sanctioned the* amount necessary, it was desirable in the 
interests of the finances of the country and in the interests of the^ tax* 
payer that the whole amount should not be spent but should utilized 
for the reductbn of the salt duty. 

Mr. President: I am afraid no useful purpose will be served by pro- 
lou^ng this discussion. I propose to put the question unless any Member 
seriously objects. , 


♦Speech not corrected by the HonoorabULHeniber. 
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The question w-., 

lx inb^tuted ^ words ‘ ten annas ’ the words ‘ one rapee and lour annas 

The motion was adopted. 


DEMANDS FOE SUPPLEMENTAEY GEANTS. 

Miscellaneous Expenditure. 

The BonouraUe Sir Basil Blackett (Finance Member) : Sin I move : 

** That a supplementary sum not exceeding Ks. 2,82,04,000 be granted to the Governor 
'Generid in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the Slat day of March, 1927, in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous Expendi- 
ture \** 

This motion is for the formal regularisation of the position which the Gov- 
ernment desire to create by appropriating the realized surplus of the year 
1926*27 towards a special reserve fund in order to enable the provincial 
contributions to be extinguished in their entirety in the year 1927-28. 
^Applause.) I do not think that any question of principle arises on thia. 
^rhe purpose of the motion is to regularise a decision which I believe has 
the unanimous support of the whole House, namely, that the Government 
should apply a portion of the realized surplus of the current year towards 
enabling provincial contributions to be extinguished next year. I think 
therefore, Sir, that as the House is desirous of proceeding with other ques- 
tions of greater importance after dealing with this motion, I will confine 
myself to moving it. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE BENGAL TENANCY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman (Home Member): Sir, I 
move that the Bill further to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, for a 
certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Sir, this (is a small Bill which gives effect to one of the recom- 
mendations of the Civil Justice Committee in connection with the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. As the law stands at present, appeals to the High Court 
in rent suits decided by Munsifs and Subordinate and District Judges are 
restricted to decrees of above the value of Es. 60 and Es. 100 respectively. 
The effect of the Bill is to raise that limit to Es. 100 and Es. 200, that is, 
Es. 100 in the case of Munsifs and Es. 200 in the case of Subordinate 
Judges and District Judges. The recommendation has been approved by 
the Government of Bengal and the Calcutta High Court. The only reason 
why it is brought in to this Legislature is that it affects the appellate 
jurisdiction of the High Court. Sir, I move. 

Kr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan Euraiytl 
Sir, I beg to move the amendment which stands in my nalme, namely : 

the oonaideration of Bill be postponed sine die.** 

lEha Bonouralfle Sir Alaamider Kuddimaa: (Whati is the motioii? . 
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Mr. A th a t HaUi Diitt« That the consideration of the Bill be postponedk 
Mine die. 

No doubt, this is a short and simple Bill, as has been said by the Hon* 
curable the Home Member, but it restricts the valued right of appeal,, 
and the only reason for introducing this Bill is based upon a certain casual 
reoobimendation of the Civil Justice Committee which dealt with the 
congestion of work in our law courts. Sir, at the outset I may point out 
that it is one thing to have speedy disposals of cases and it is another thing 
to do justice. Every one knows that in India, the subordinate courts hhve 
often to decide cases, so as to show a large number of disposals upon which 
depend their promotions in the service. Hence adjournments' for produc- 
tion 6f evidence have to be denied, and evidence curtailed to reduce as^ 
far as possible the congested files. The remedy suggested by the Civil 
Justice Committee is this, that if we restrict the right of appeal' and raise 
the limits to Rs. 100 and Rs. 200, that will to some extent reduce 
the work. But I beg to submit that 'it will not reduce work !much^ *and 
that therefore this remedy, even if it is considered fro^ thaF standpoint, 
is not sufficient. Then, Sir, you will see that this Bill deals with a verjis 
important right both of the landlord and of the tenant. It has been said 
that when there is any question of title involved or any question of rate 
of rent involved, this section does not apply. Yes, but it applies where 
the relationship of landlord and tehant is found to exist. Now, Sir, this- 
phrase **the relationship of landlord and tenant existing'* is a very ambigu- 
ous phrase, because you know that once a tenant, always a tenant. At 
least in Bengal I know that people who do not actually possess any holding 
but merely because they happen to be the heirs of a certain origin^ tenant, 
are proceeded against, and it is said that they are liable for the rent as the 
relationship of landlord and tenant existed between their ancestors and 
the ancestors or the predecessors in interest of the landlords and that it 
had continued up till then. It may be said, wEy did not the tenant relin- 
quish it if he had not any holding, but many’ of the Members may not know 
that relinquishbaent is only possible in the case of occupancy holdings but 
not in the case of intermediate tenures, and so the worse sufferers will be 
those intermediate tenure holders whose lands or estates have been washed 
away by flood or lost through other causes, and who have practically no 
land from which to derive any rent, but will have to continue to pay rent. 
These are questions which also come within the purview of the words. I 
would have been very glad if the Honourable Member had seen his way 
to take away this small restriction of Rs. 50 rather than extend it, because* 
as it is known, these holdings in Bengal often bear rentals of Rs. 8 or 
Rs*. 10 or Rs. 25 or Rs. 30. In that case if the landlord chooses to bring 
a rent suit every year, there is no appeal, and it will be found that the 
relationship of landl6rd and tenant exists and he has no right of appeal. 
Instead of restricting the rights in order to do away with congestion in the 
lower courts, other remedies should have been founcL Of course in all 
those contested cases generally there are no appeals m every case, but I 
should think that the Honourable the Home Member should not have been 
so eager to ourtail the rights of appeal Because it is a salutary check on the 
vagaries of the subordinate judiciary. There need not be appealp^ always, 
but the existence of the right Of appeal compels the subordinate judiciary 
\o be taore oareftil in deciding caAea, atod In tajdng evidence an3 teeming 
evidence. 
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.XHK BENGAL IKANflY (AUNmaNT) BILL. 

iFurUwr I have wother reason. It has been said that this Bill liSN been 
brought x|dro bsoause it affects the rights of the Sigh but PJbog to 

submit that appeals lie from Mimsiff’s Courts which generally baT^ .jnris- 
dicftion to il^. 60 to try oases for which no appeal lies, I 
dtibi^t that these appeals lie before the District Judges^ &o the Ceniijal 
L^slature should not have taken the trouble to brizig Bill here. 

Xhen-^gs^ I may *r€wind the House that a special committee has' beeo 
fonaed with ap ^-Chief Justice of Bengal as President, to arrive at s 
comprehensive revision of the whole rent law of Bengal, and it will naturidly 
oetaflie before them for consideration, and it is not necessary that we should 
hurry up with this legislation until we hear what this special committee 
have to 8€^ on the point. Also I beg to remind the House that this provi- 
sion has been in operation in Bengal for the last 40 years or so, and there 
hi^ been no oomphunt against it either by the landloi^s or tenants, and oo * 
without consulting them this legislation ought not to have been brought. 
It has been said that the Government of Bengal and the High Courts were 
consulted in this matter, but, Bir, such important bodies as the Britidi 
Indian Association, the Bengal Landholders' Association, the Indian 
Association, and the Vakils' Association have not been consulted at all. 
In fact the members of the British Indian Association and the Bengal' 
Landholders Association are vitally interested^ in legislation of this kind. 
Therefore I would request the Honourable the Home Member not to press 
this legislation. It may be brought forward when the special committee 
reports on the Bent Act of Bengal. And I beg also to remind Honourable 
Members' of this House that undoubtedly this is legislation of a provincial ' 
character, but at the sakne time I hope Bengal will not be dealt with as 
the Cinderella of the Empire by the Central Legislature because we have 
very few representatives here to support both the cause of the tenants and 
the cause of the landlords. We know how shabbily they have been treated 
in the case of the Eeserve Bank. I am not going to deal with it but we 
have felt this always here, beginning from the release of detenus up to 
the Eeserve Bank in which only one Honourable Member from Bengal 
has found a place. I beg to submit that Honourable Members will con- 
sider the case of Bengal and will support me wholeheartedly by at least 
postponing the consideration of this Bill sine die. 

Mr. K. 0 . Heogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, I 
do not propose to discuss the merits of the proposed amending Bill. My 
Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt has already pointed out certain 
defects in the case of the Honourable the Home Member. I want to 
remind the House of the circumstances in which this Bill comes up. The 
Bengal tenancy law is certainly a matter of provincial interest; and but for 
certain technical difficulties, this particular Bill could have been tak^ 
up by the local Legislature in Calcutta. {The Honott^ble Sir Alexandenr 
Muddiman: “No’*.) But for a technical defect, I say. Sir, it must be 
remdbabered that although the name of this Act is the Bengal Tenan(^^ 
Act, it applies to a considerable part of Bihar, and I do not find any men- 
tion in the Statement of Objects and Eeasons of the fact that either lEe 
Bihqr Government or the Bihar High Court were -conaulted in regaiid to 
the merits of this proposal. Apart from that, Sir, as I eaid, the loobl 
Legislature of the province of Bengal is not competent to deal with thii 
question only because of a technical difficulty. I do } not know whethec 
that position holds sood in regard to th© Bihar Council also. I ehonld^^j^wi 
thought that the Bihar Legislative Council is competent to deal with a 
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measure of this character so far as the^ were concerned. I do not know 
whethe^ T. am correct in that contention. If I am, then certainly this 
House should consider very seriously as to whether it should legislate in a 
matter with which at least one local Legislature was competent to deal.^ 
Apart from that, Sir, I wish the Honourable the Home Member to consider 
the desirability of establishing a convention by which, when this House is 
called upon to consider proposals of this nature, where the local Legislature 
cannot undertake legislation simply on accoimt of some technical d^culty, 
the local Legislature could not be given an opportunity of expressing their 
opinion on the merits of the question. Because it is not quite fair to this 
House to ask it to undertake to legislate in a matter which might perhaps 
not pass muster with the local Legislature concerned. In this view, I 
would request the Honourable the Home Member to consider as to whether 
it is not possible to ask the Governments of Bengal and Bihar to put for- 
ward the substance of this amendment in the shape of a Eesolution before 
the Bengal Legislative Council, and the Bihar Legislative Council, respec- 
tively, and got their criticisms on it, and then ask this House to consider 
the measure in the light of those criticisbis. Sir, I do hot share the fears 
of my Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt about Government doing 
anything to prejudice the interests of Bengal, so far at least as this matter 
is concerned. My Honourable friend the Home Member, I know, has 
got a soft comer in his heart for my province, and I am sure the interests 
of my province are quite safe in his hands so far as these small matters 
are concerned. I do hope he will see his way to accede to this modest 
request of ours. ^ 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran: Non-Mu- 
hsmmadan): Sir, I have got an amendment. Will it be convenient to 
"take it now or should this motion be disposed of before I move my 
amendment. 

Mr. President: What is the amendment? Will the Honourable 
Member say what it is? 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: That the Bill as passed by the Council of 
Slate be circulated to the Government of Bihar and Orissa, the High 
Court at Patna, and the public concerned, for the purpose of eliciting 
opinions thereon. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member has not satisfied me that 
the amendment is in order. The Bill has come from the Council of 
State; and the only amendment permissible, so far as I can see from 
the Buies and Standing Orders, is that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee. A mq|^on for circulating the Bill for opinions is, I think, 
not in order. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: I should certainly take that 
tpiew; it was taken yesterday m this House by the Chair. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh: Then, Sir, I want to speak on the Bill, if 
ycu will permit me. This legislation affects not only Blengal but a 
considerable porticm of the Province of Bihar and Orissa as well. From 
the Statement of Objects and Beasons it appears that my Honomable 
friend the Home Member has consulted the Govenunent of Bengal and 
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CfiJcutta High Court; but strang^ enough it does not appear that 
he has oonsulted either the Patna High Court or the Govemment of 
Bi&ar and Orissa who are also interested in this legislation. Then again 
it appears that the publio concerned, I mean to say, the public oi Bengal 
ae well ae the public of Bihar — either landlords and tenants — ^who are 
affected by this measure have not been consulted at all. It appeatSr' 
Sir, that, although' not oonsulted, such important bodies as the British ' 
Indian Association, the Bengal Landholders Association, the Indian Asso* 
ciation, and the Vakils* Association of Calcutta have protested against 
this measure. Moreover, as has been pointed out by my Honourable' 
friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, a special Committee appointed by Govern- 
ment of Bengal is already sitting to consider the question of a com- 
prehensive revision of the Bengal Tenancy Act; and it is presided over 
by Sir Nalini Eanjan Chatteijee, a retired Judge of the Calcutta High 
Court. This is an important measure; it restricts the right of appeal 
in rent suits. I would therefore support my Honourable friend Mr. 
Amar Nath Dutt that the consideration of this Bill be postponed. Again 
Sir, the Bihar Legislative Council is presumably competent to deal with 
this question as it applies to a portion of that province. That Legisla- 
tive Council has not been given an opportunity of considering the matter, 
and in the circumstances the only course open to me is to support the 
motion that the consideration of the Bill be postponed. 

Khan Bahadur Sarfaraz Hussain Khan (Patna and Chota Nagpur 
cum Orissa : Muhammadan) : Sir, I want to rise to support my friend, Mr. 
Amar Nath Dutt. I come from Bihar and that is a place which is also 
affected by the Bill. It is therefore only proper that this Bill should 
be sent to that Government and to the Council for their opinion; and 
besides, Sir, the public and the Associations in that province have not 
teen consulted. There is also a committee sitting presided over by a re- 
tired High Court Judge of Calcutta; and in these circumstances I do not 
think there is any necessity for taking up this matter here now. In- 
deed I think it is premature to do so, and I would request the Honour- 
able the Home Member to consult the Government of Bihar and Orissa 
and others and postpone the consideration of this Bill at present. 

Mr. Nirmal Ohunder Ohunder (Calcutta: Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Mr. President, I speaks so seldom that I am almost feeling ashamed to 
get up twice on the same day to speak. This is a Bill to amend the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, and if I get up to speak my only justification is 
that I served on the Select Committee on the Bengal Tenancy Act 
Amendment Bill which was before the Bengal Legislative Council and 
which took the Select Committee about four months or more, when 
almost every important section of that Bill was discussed. Unfortunately 
the Bill emerged from the Select Committee in a shape in which it was 
not liked by either the landlords, or the ryots or the imder-ryots or this 
Government; and the Bill had to be withdrawn. This time, Sir, the 
Government has appointed a Committee to go into this question, and 
the Committee is to take as the basis of their discussion, I trust, the Bill* 
as it emerged from the Select Committee I referred to. I do not think. 
Sir, that shall be betraying a secret if I tell the Honourable the Home 
Member that the President of the present Committee which been 
spi>ointed by the Government of Bengal was kept posted up almost from 
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4^ to day las to wtiat was passing in the Selaot Conaipittaei as it ^as 
to him that 1 turned fo^ advioe and help in connection with my lahoum 
in the Select Gommittee. !Ehemfore, Sir, when that Bill is being con* 
sideml by a Committee, I should request the Honourable the Bouse 
Member not to press this Bill but to agree to Mr. Amar Nath Butt’s mo^ 
I should be very sorry indeed to have to vote against this BUI 
ioir the simple reaatm that I am not yet clear whether this BUI will be 
harmful or beneficial to the loyts at large, and I believe that most o£ 
the Members from Bengal are of the same opinion. It will be a pityr 
thorefore, if this Bill is rushed through and we are forced to vote 
against it. I can assure the Honourable the Hcrnie Member that if the 
Committee recommends that the amendment proposed here should be 
made and if the Bengal Legislative Council also takes that view, there 
will be little or no difficulty for him to get the Bill passed. Nothing will 
be lost if we adjourn this motion sine die. 

|[r. K. V. BangAswami Alyangar (Madras: Landholders): Sir, I 
thidk on the whole this Bill is a wholesome measure to check unneces- 
sary litigation in the province concerned. Sir, I cannot speak with 
authority for Bengal, but I may say that as one who is interested in 
seeing that litigation is not on the increfise, I am in sympathy with the 
principles embc^ied in this Bill. I think both the landlords and tenants 
will gain immensely by the provisions of this measure. The Distreit 
Munsiffs and the Subordinate Judges dispense justice very fairly,, 
and I have got very great regard for them, and in my opinion appeals 
should lie only in big cases. I do not know why my Bengal friends 
oppose this measure. As a landholder and as one who sympathises with 
the ryots, I am in agreement with the principles embodied in this Bill 

*Mr. T. Prakasam (East Godavari and West Godavari cum Kistna 
Non-Muhammadan Eural) : Sir, I rise to Associate myself with the Mover 
of the amendment, that this Bill should be adjourned sine die. It is a 
%ery simple request made to the Honourable the Home Member and 
the circumstances have been enumerated by the mover in order. All 
those circumstances show that this is a premature measure, and, that it 
is better that it should be adjourned until the Committee which is sitting 
on this Bill decides and advises the Government. Of course, on the 
merits much could be said with regard to the right of appeal, but I do 
not wish to go into those details now. But I certainly consider. Sir, 
that this measure should not be passed into law now. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Sir, in so far as the Mover 

proposes that the Bill should be adjourned sine die on^he ground of his 
v'Jbjection to the Bill, I shall naturally oppose him. He put forward two 
pleas, one that it should be opposed because he does not like the measure 
and the other to postpone the further consideration of the Bill, and I 
shall meet these two points. In so far as he speaks on the merits and 
says that he opposes consideration of the Bill, we heard the other 
day the attitude of the other '^side, of the House, on the question of any*' 
tlnng that may have to be taken up for improved justice and we know 
and discount opposition to all attempts to curtail appeals. Bult oir 
the question of r postponement many Members in various parts of thb 

^Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 
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'House have made i|a appeal Ijo me that it efaould be postpaMi. Not I 
hope, however, tine die ; that I could Qot agree tou I am quite jnrrapied 
to agree that it should be postponed till the next Session and take 
an opportunity of consulting certain bodies that have not been oooliQlted. 
It is not true, as a matter of fact, that the Bihar High Court *waa,not 
•tonsultedi It was consulted: it gave an opinion in favour of the Bill. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Sin^: Why is there no mention of it in the State- 
ment of Objects and Beesons? 

The Hononrable Sir Alexander Mnddlman: It was not mentioned in 
the Statement of Objects and Beasons because they were consulted after 
the Statement was drafted. It was entirely due to my Honourable 
friend, who delayed the item ooming on the paper, that 1 waa not able 
'to state that the Bihar High Court and the Bihar and Orissa OoveixS’ 
ment had been consulted and were in favour of tltr Bill. But if the 
House would like this motion to stand over till the next Simla Session, 
durii^ which time I will consult further opinion in Bihar smd Orissa 
and Bengal, then I atn quite prepared to meet the wishes of tn^e House. 

I move, Sir, that in the motion moved by my Honourable friend for 
ihe words “ sine die ” the words till the next Simla Session ” be inaerl- 
td. 

Mr. President: I do not know whether it would be proper for the moT- 
or of the original motion to move any amendment. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Mnddlman: I submit. Sir, yes, entirely. 

The Hononrable Sir Basil Blackett: Shall I do 'it? 

Mr. President: I do not know whether after the reply the Honour- 
eble the Home Member, any amendment could be moved. I will, how- 
ever, penAit it as the House wants it. 

The Hononrable Sir Baril Bhu^ett (Finance M^ber): Sir, I desire 
to move that the consideration of this Bill be adjourned till the Simla 
Session. 

Mr. President: The original question was: 

“ That the Bill further to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, for a oartaia 
purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consideration.” 

Since which the following amendment has been moved: 

“ That the consideration of this Bill be postponed till the Simla Session.” 

The question I have to put is that that amendment be made. 

The motion was adopted. 

THE INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The KonQurabN Sir Alexander Mnddlman (Heme Member): Sir, Z 
move that the Bill further to amend the Presidency-towns Inaolvenoy; 
Act, 1909, «uid the Provincial Insolvency Act, 1920, for certain potpoaess 
be taken into consideration. 

Sir, I explained this Bill in detail when I moved for iiittodaclidli'; 
The motion has been on the paper for many weeks and no amendhunlk 
has been put down and no one has come to me and made any otii^eitmi bC 
^be provisions of the Bill. I therefore take it that everybody 
Spuse accepts the Bill and I move that it be taken into con$idbratjiqib 

The motion waa adopted, 
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•OauMs 2, 8, 4 aHd 6 werQ added to the Bill. 
Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The ^ Title and Preamble were added to the BiH'. 


The HomooraUe Sir Alexander Xnddlman: Sir, I move that the BiU 
be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


the' CODE OF CIVIL PEOOEDUBE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Kii||d<Uman (Home Member): Sir, I 
move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend section ^ of the Code of 
Civil Procedure, for a certain purpose. 

That certain purpose, Sir, is described in the Statement of Objects 
and Beaieons tmd the Bill is, as many other small Bills of 'this kind 
brought before the House recently, based on a recommendation in 'para* 
graph 2 of Chapter 80 <of the Civil Justice Committee’s Beport. This 
olSo is a Bill limiting appeals. The purpose for which the appeals are 
limited is stated in the Statement of Objects and Bessons and I need 
not detain the House further. 

• Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Sir, I introduce the BilL 


THE INDIAN DIVOECE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

' The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman (Home Member) : Sir, I 
move for leave to introduce a Dill further to amend the Indian Divorce 
Act for a certain purpose. 

That purpose arises out of the new Act which has been passed by 
Parliament and which is entitled the Indian and Colonial 
Divorce Jurisdiction Act, 1926. That Act of Parliament cured 
a doubt which has arisen for a long period in regard to the jurisdiction 
of the Hi g h Courts in India in respect of the divorce of those persons to 
whom that Act relates. Under Buies made under .that Act it was provided 
that there might be officers within the jurisdiction of each High Court 
concerned who should have the right of showing cause why a decree nisi 
should not be made absolute in the same way as the Emg’s Proctor in tiia 
English Courts has that right. The provisions of the Set and these pro- 
visions relating to the King’s Proctor only refer to persons who are British 
subjects domicaled in England or Scotland. It enables an official to be 
appointed who would perform those functions. The functions of tto 
l^g’s Proctor in England are that at any time during the progress of a 
petition for dissolution or nullage of marriage, before a decree nisi is made 
absolute, the King’s Proctor, upon the information of any person r on 
suspicion that any ot the parties are or have been in collusion to obtain 
relieL may, under the direction of the Attorney General and by leave ol 
the Uourt, intervene in the suit. He is habla if he does not successfully 
intervene to be cast in damages and if he do^' successfully intovene',- the 
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opposite parties are liable to be cast in damages. The Bill is an em* 
powering Bill. If its provisions are given eflfect to it will leav% Ili0 particu- 
Iw class of persons who seek divorce under the provisions o|fthe Eng* 
Ireh Act ip the same position as regards intervention as they wpi^d be if 
they tried to obtain divorce in the English Courts and it enabies p^eed* 
ings to be t^en to prevent collusive divorce. Whether this provision iii 
or is not desirable wUl no doubt be discussed by the House when the BiH 
goes to a further stage. At present^ I confine myself to asking for leave 
to introduce the Bill. Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddlxnan: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN BAE COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Kuddiman (Honie^ Member): Sir. 
move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Indian Bar Councils Act, 
1026, for certain purposes. 

Sir, it will be within the recollection of a great many Members of this 
House who were Members of the last Assembly that the Select Committee 
on the Indian Bar Councils Bill which became Act XXXVHI of 192& 
indferfced certain provisions regulating seniority and pre-audience among 
Advocates. Now that was a matter which when the Bill came before the 
House to be considered and passed excited a considerable amount of criti- 
cism. In the end an agreement was reached with that House that these 
provisions should be circulated for the purpose of obtaining opinions. They 
were not part of the original recommendations of the Bar Committee and 
tMey were inserted in the Bill by the Select Committee and they had never 
been considered either by the High Courts or by the professional mou or 
by the public. We carried out the promise that these provisions should 
be circulated and the opinions we have received disclose a considerable 
lack of unanimity. On the whole, howeve^ the majority of the High 
Courts prefer that, subject to the preservatSb of vested rights, seniority 
and pre-audience should be regulated in accordance with the original re^ 
commendations of the Indian Bar Committee. To that opinion the BiH 
I tteek leave to introduce gives effect. Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

The HonooraUe Sir Alexander Muddlman: I introduce the Bill. 


THE SEA CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourdble Sir ^aeil Blackett (Finance Member): 1 move that 
the Bill further to amend the Sea Customs Act, 1878, for a certain pur- 
pose, as passedpl^ the Council of State, be taken into consideration. 

This y a Jwall Bill the purpose of which is to remove a* 
hardship on the public which the existing state of the law tencU 
to impose. The aim of the Bill is explained in the Statement of 
Objects and Eeasons. A partial rebate of duty is allowed by tha 
Sea Customs Act on goods which have deteriorated or have been 
damaged prior to entry provided the duty is leviable ad vcOgrem 
but there is no provision for such a rebate in the case of gooda 
where duty is leviable on quantity and not on value. We have been in- 
troducing specific duties in place of ad valorem duties in varlbwl dteeto of 
recent years, and with regard to such articles as sugar and* pipdr, which 
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• am liable tQ deterioration, ibe abaenoe ot ilris' {tower to allow a par^al rd* 
■Iwle gooda>bavB tfe^ damaUfed is a haidtbi^ <H» tlSe t^blH trid^ 

Hub ]^'*m designed to remoirtw Tb&a Bit! was intfodttcad afS^^sed lb 
^usotiMT ^aoe and I have heaM no critiiokm' ot objeotiori to fixun 0117 
tquaBteK;* ,I thullc''tlidtefbre that it will not'be ileeessaiT^ for the to give Ua 
iwAlrntf aBfimaataaa or argumentation as to the reasons in fi»voilf of tl& 
(Bril. ERr, luodnea. 

',The motion was adopted. 

Clausea 2 md 8 were added to the BUI. 

Clause 1 waef added to the Bill. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

. The BdobiitiMa Sh^ BaaTBladestt: I move that the Bill further to 
aineud the Sea CuBtoms 4<^t, 1879^ for a oertaiii purpose^ as passed hy the 
Council of State, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 

im Ii?DIAN;LIMITATION (8ECCHSD AIONMIIENT) BHiL. 

ibfi fiOnouraUe Bk ilaziiidar Xuddimw (Home Member) ; I 
that the amendments made by ihe Council of State in tiie Bill to 

amend the Indian Limitation Act, 1908, for a certain purpose, be tpfcea 
into consideration. 

It will be in ihe reeollectbn of this House thcd when Ibis Bdl 
was passed in this Chamber the Honourable the Law Mem- 
ber, speaking on an amendment moved by some other Member, gave a 
promise that he would look into the matter, and that if on looking into 
it he found that an amendment in the law was required he would biing it 
on an amendment in the Council of State On that assuiante the Memr 
ber who moved the original amendment withdrew his amendment. The 
Honourable the Law Member, as he always does, carried out his promise. 
He did look into the matter and he did move an amendment in the Oounefl 
of State spd that amendment is the amendment that I now ask yon to 
tiake mto consideration. That amendment has been on the pap^ for a 
long time. It is^ a very obvious amendment. It clearly meets the point 
which was in dispute and I ask the House to take it into consideration. 

Mr. Presideilt: The question is: 

** That the amendments made by the Council of State in the Bill farther to amend 
the Indian Limitation Act, 1908, for a certain purpose, be taken into consideration.** 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President: Amendment made by the Council of 

** In Bub^clause (1) of clause 1, for the word * Amendment^^^Q^ ^ ilmrds 'Second 
Amendment ’ be substituted.*" 

The question I have to put is that this Assembly do agree tilth the Coun- 
cil of State in that amendment 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. PleaidMt: Further amendment made by Council ol State:! 

** In clause 2r- 

the figure! ' 182 *, the letter and brackets *(a)’ be inserted; and 
< (Sp[fter the words ' shah be substituted ’ the Idlowing be added, naaeljr | 
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‘and 

h) fw clause $ of tho same entry tbe folbwing shajlJiM substitotedjfiWl^^ly^ ^ 

‘ ifir (in reitlect of atoy amount, recoveifld l)y exwuwon of too decre% <^r order, 
wnicfi the decree-holder has bees dirM^d to'^ refund by a Vd6Ci|| pasted 
in a suit fdr such refund) the date of &ch iMi-mentiodw decreed, In uto 
caie of an ,ajmeal therefrom, the of the .final decree of the ^pp|^U% 
Court or of the withdrawal of the appeal 

qilestion I tave to put is this Assembly do wfEE th# 
Council of Stnte in that nmendnfient. 

The motion ^as adopted, 

THE EEPEALING AND AMENDING BUL. 

Mr. L. Orah^m (Secretary, Legislative De|>artihent) : Sir, I move that 
the Bill to amend certain enactments and tb repeal certain other enodfK 
ments, as passed by the Council of State* be taken ihto consideratiouv 
This is a small Bill which might be described as our annual spring- 
cleaning Bill. In this we have got to clear up sm^ points which require 
clearing up in our Statute-book for the betfefit or the public generally. 
The Object of the Bill Is fnerely to make necessary amendments ^ of a 
formal nature in certain enactments and to repeal certain unnec^^ssfiiy 
oiiaotments. ^Sir, I move. 

The motion was adopted. 

Claus^ 2, 3 and 4 were added to the BilL 
Schedules 1 and II were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the BilL 
Mr. L. Grldiotn. x move that the Bill, as passed by the Council of 
State* be passed. 

ihe motion was adopted. 

THE VOLUNTEEE p6lI(}E BILL. 
ike l^onourable Sir Alexander Muddiman (Home Member); Sir, I 
move for leave to introduce a Bill to make provision tb enable volunteer 
police forces to be constituted temporarily and employed locally for the 
purpose of preserving the public peace and protecting persons and pro- 
perty, and to defina the powers and duties of such police. 

Sir, Honourable Members will find annexed to this Bill a fairly lengthy 
Statement of Objects and Eeasons, but notwithstanding the Idte hour 
and the state of the Session I would ask the indulgence of the iftouse 
for t^yo ,pr three minutes to make one or two observations on the BilL I 
shall be exceedingly brief Sir, it has often been suggested to me ty 
non-officials ufi course of my long service in India that we do not do 

enough to to assist the cause of law and order, because they 

suggest we are Bfeliifed to think they are indifferent to this cause. On 
that point I will not express an opinion. It has been my lot frequently 
to bring forward measures regarding law and order which have not met 
with that support which I myself have wished. But I do believe that 
there arc occasions when all men of good-will, all men of 
whatever political party, all men of whatever school of thought, 
are prepared to combine together to defeat the forces of smatnhy 
and disorder. There must have been occasions of that kSnjt jin the 
knowledge of all persons who live in this country. But, Sir, - .unfortu- 
nately it has frequently happened that though the mobilisation of the 
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f9rces ofit, disorder is not • unknown in this country, ^he mobilisation of the 
forces of "law and ordcr^ in* so far^a^ that is the wish^ol.the community, is 
spmcliAcsw neglected. And iiideed. Sir, it is often’tthe case that 'while 
^lie>;e many individual of good-will, they are individuals and it is- not 
alw4^ys ^a^y— and 1 think tno^t .Membefs of this House will recognize that 
fact — ^to manifest one^s good intentions in the midst of persons who have 
v^ry different intentions. In other words, it is ’sndcessary to enable indivi- 
duals to make their good influence felt by giving thena , some kind of 
corporate, capacity* Individuals alone, though there may be many of them, 
if they are not associated, in some corporate capacity, may be unable to 
make their weight felt <ub t|^ey would if they * were given that association. 
Now, Sir, I saw, a criticism some months ago by some one who apparently 
had ^information that 1 was likely td bring in a Bill of this kind, that it 
was an idea which had struck me when I was at Home last year during the 
general strike. I do not wash to disguise from the House that the wonder- 
ful manifestation of civic duty which I saw with my own eyes during 
the general strike at .bpme had a very powerful influence on my mifad. 

I do not know whether it made mo bring in this Bill, but it did make me 
see that if citizens are determined that law and order shall bo preserved 
they can preserve it thcinselvos far better than any other agency. I am 
also charged W'ith being one of those wdio imagine that English traditions 
are always applicable to this country. Sir,, in a service of 28 yeam I have 
lost many of my illusions, but I have not lost my faith in human nature, 
and I do not believe that men act, whatever the part of the world in which 
they move, from motives very different. The manifestation of their action 
may bo iitfluoticed by upbringing, training and many other things, but 
human nature to my mind is very much the same in whatever part of the 
world you mAy encounter it. And if you can show to men that their 
self-interest lies in the preservation of law and order, and you can enable 
them to act in that direction, you obtain a very powerful motive power 
in effecting your object. Nothing, as I have said, could have been more 
striking than that manifestation of civic duty I saw in England last year, 
but it is not the only reason that moved mo to bring in this Bill. I 
do not expect and I am not so hopeful as to suppose that this Bill is going 
to bring in the millenium, or that we shall find my Honourable fridfads 
rushing to enlist in my volunteer police force. That, Sir, would be to ask 
too much, but I do say this that on occasion, in places land at certain times 
it may be a very valuaWe adjunct; at any rate it is a proposition which i 
desire to bring before this House. I have no doubt, when we come to 
a later stage on this Bill, it will be criticized, not only on that sida of the 
House but also on this, for anything in the shape of a somewhat novel 
provision in this country is always regarded with suapiA(jjj[, and the way 
of the moderate reformer is hard. Even T have beeil' with being 
a reformer, but I am at any rate a moderate one, and this Sill is a moderate 
measure of what I regard as reform. I ask leave, Sir, to introduce it. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

Sir, I make the next motion with the object of' inviting the inevitable 
criticism, I referred to in my previous speech. • I move that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opin’ons thereon. 

The motion was adopted. 



LLEGTibJf 01’ A. PANEL THE aTANi)TNG* OOMMITTISE TO 
ADVISE ON SUBJECTS IN THE DEPiKTMENT OS INlJiJS- 
. TKIES A^ LABOUE. ^ 

Tke ]tfonourable '8ir Blitapendra TStinh. l^tra (Member j^ndiletnes 

and# Labour) : S)ir, 1 have moved my motidn’** and jbhe question; now bftforq 
the House is its further consideration. 

Mr, A. Eangaswami Iyengar (Tanjore cum Tncmnopoiy ; jNon-iYLun^- 
madan Eural) : JVIfi'y I ihove, Sir, that)* this motion as as the othidt 
throe motions that fellow . 

21r. President: The Honourable Member cannot dcsil with^aU motions 
simultaneously. 

Mr. A. Eangaswami Iyengar: I move, Sir: 

“ That tlie furlher considoration of this motion be adjourned,** 
because, even if this motion is carried to-day, you, will have to fix a day 
for the iioirunation of candidates and^ another day for tho election, and, 

wo are at the close of the Session,* it is hardly possible to take any 
further steps with rc'^ard to this matter. 1 move, .^Sir, that the farther 
consideration of this motion be adjourned. 

Mr. President: I think Government might as well agree to the sug- 
gesaon made by Mr. Eangaswami Iyengar with regard to all the motion* 
on the paper. 

The Honourable Sir Alexander Muddiman (Home Member): I am in- 
clined to agree io the suggestion. Sir Charles Innes, Mr. Bhore and 
jnyself will not move our motions.! 

The Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitr,a: I accept the^ motion for 
i-djournment of the discussion. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ That the motion* in llie name ot the Honourable Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra be 
adjoninod.’* 

Tlie motion was adopted 

That this Assembly do proceed to elect in the manner described m the rules 
publisliod in the Home Depaitinent notification No. F.-49, dated the 22nd August, 
1922, as amended by the Home Department notification No. D.-794-C., dated tho 30th 
January, 1924, a panel consisting of 9 members from which the members of tlie Standing 
Committee to advise on subjects in the Department of Industries and Labour will be 
nominated.’* 

iThp Hanoi/ lahJp Sir Charles Innes — 

Tliat this Assembly do proceed to elect in the manner described m tho rules 
ljublished in the Home Depaitment notification No. F.-49, dated tho 22nd August, 1922, 
ae amende by the Home Dcp.utment notification No. D. -794-0., dnted the 30th January, 
1924, a panel consisting of 9 members from which 3 will be nominated to serve on the 
Standing Conimitt^ to pdviso on subjects in tho Department of Commerce.** 

7'/ie Honourable nij^j^xander Muddirruin — - 

“ That this Aa^enjti^ do proceed to the election, ui such method as may be approved 
by the Honourable the President, of a panel of 14 lecmheis fiom which 7 members 
of the Advisory Publicity Committee will bo nominated.” 

Mi. J, W. Bhore--- 

“ That this Assembly do pjroceed to elect, in the manner presciibed in the rules 
published in tho Home Department notification No. F.-49, dated the 22nd August, 
1922, as amended by the Home Department notification No. D.-794-C., dated the 30th 
January, 1924, a panel consisting of 9 mombeis Irom which the mombcis of tho Standing 
Advisory Committee to advise on subjects, other than emigration, dealt ^dth in the 
Department of Education, Health and Lands, will be nominated.** 

( 2907 ) 
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jlb7Vre^ent: The lAn-gitBcial bUsines^pn fhe p^er is included, I taJi© 
thff consent of tfife GovemUhent? ’ 

Tfto'^ad^ahle Sir Aiezamier Hi^ddUpan:* Yes/ 

Itr. I l^oJ)o the itonourable IWe^ibelr is notk going to q?afte a 

speech, (tifi^ughtor) 


THEk CEPLDEEN^S PBOTECTION BJLL.* 

♦Sir Hari Singh Gonr (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions: Non^tu- 
hammadan) i Sir, shall make just a short speech which is necessary. 
{Honourdhle Members: “ No, no.’^j 

^fMr. Preslflent: The object of the Honourable Member is to have an 
opportunity of introducing this Bill in this Session, and the convention 
has been established that a motion for leave to introduce! a* Bill is not to 
bo opposed. That being so, ’•is not the Honourable Member satisfied that 
an opportunity has b^en given to him to introduce this tiill? 

* * ^ • 

4 Sir Hari Singh Gour: That is what I wanted to do, Sir. I just wanted 

to thank the Honourable the ilome Member for his courtesy in allotting 
mr a short' space in' his very crowded agenda to enable me to introduce 
this Bill to day, and to point out that this is not a new Bill but a very 
old one. It has been receiving a series of resurrections* tad this is I think 
the fourth or the fifth one in which it has noV received support, as I find 
from this interesting^ book of the All -India Women's Conference who have 
unanimously supported it;/and I only wish. Sir, . that the Honourable 
Members who have been a copy of this book will read it, and that 

when it comes up for further consideration, there will be the same un- 
animity in favour of its passing as I observe to-day at the stage of 
ini reduction. Sir, 'I move. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“ Thai leave be given tc Sir Hari Singh Qour to introduce a Bill further to amend 
the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898.'* 

The motion adopted. 

Sir Hari Singh Gotir: Sir, I introduce the BiU. 

The Assembly then adjourned sine die. 


•Speech not corrected by the Honourable Member. 






